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PRUSfiNt    SITUATION 


Of   Ttt> 


UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA. 


•a 


GiUKD  DIVISIONS  ot  taf  UMJTED  STATES. 


X  HI  American  Rk»ublic,  of  which  we  have  in  the  ^re- 
ceding  volume  given  a  general  account,  coniifts  of  three  grand 
divifions,  denominated  the  Northkrk,  or  more  properly  EAsi" 
ERNj  Middle,  and  Southxrn  States. 

The  Jirfi  divifion,  the  Northern  or  Eajlern  States,  comprehends 

Vermont,  Massachusetts, 

New-Hampshire,  Rrooe-Islanp, 

District  of  Maine,  be-     Connecticut. 
longing  to  Maflachufetts. 

Thefe  are  called  the  New-England  States,  and  compreh^jd  that 
part  of  America,  which,  fince  the  year  1614,  has  been  known  by 
the  name  of  New-England. 

The  /econd  diviiion,  the  Middle  States,  comprehends 

New-York,  Delaware, 

New-Jersey,  Territory,  N.  W,  of  Ohio, 

Pennsylvania.     *  ' 

The  third  divifion,  the  Southern  States,  comprehends 

Maryland,  Territory  S.  of  Ohio, 

Virginia,  South-Carolina, 

Kentucky,  Georgia, 

North-Carolina, 

Of  each  of  thefe  we  fliall  now  treat  particularly  in  their  order. 
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NEW-tNGLANDj 

Or  NORTHERN  or  EASTERN  STATES. 

SITUAUION,  BOUNDARIES,  Ac. 


ew-£nrlano  lies  between  41  and  46  degrees  N.  Lst.  and 
between  1  degree  30  minutes,  and  8  degrees  £.  Long,  from 
Philadelphia  ;  and  is  bounded  north  by  Lower-Canada ;  eaft,  by 
the  province  of  New-Brunl'wick,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean ; 
Ibath,  by  the  fame  ocean,  and  Long-Ifland  found  ;  wed,  by  the 
State  of  New-York.  It  lies  in  the  form  of  a  quarter  of  a  circle. 
Its  weft  line,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Byram  river,  which 
empties  into  Long-IUand  found  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  Con- 
neflicut,  lat.  41  degrees,  runs  a  little  eafl  of  north,  until  it 
ilrikcs  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  and  then  curves  to  th«  eaft- 
ward  almoft  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  Its  climate  is  very 
healthful,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  the  inhabitants ;  for 
it  is  edimated  that  about  one  in  feven  of  them  live  to  the  age 
of  feventy  years  ;  and  about  one  in  thirteen  or  fourteen  to  eighty 
years  and  upwards. 

North-wed,  wed,  and  fouth-wed  winds,  are  the  mod  preva- 
lent. Ead  and  north-ead  winds,  which  are  uneladic  and  dif- 
agreeable,  are  frequent  at  certain  feaions  of  the  year,  particularly 
in  April  and  May,  on  the  Tea  coads.  The  weather  is  lefs  varia- 
ble than  in  the  Middle  and  efpecially  the  Southern  States,  and 
more  fo  than  in  Canada.  The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  ac- 
cording to   Fahrenheit's   thermometer,  are   from  eo*  below,  to 


100"  above  o. 


The  medium  is  from  48**  to  50*. 


The  inhabi- 


tants of  New-England,  on  account  of  the  drynefs  of  their  atmol- 
l^hcre,  can  endure,  without  inconvenience,  a  greater  degree  of 
heat  than  the  inhabitants  of  a  moider  climate.  It  is  fuppoi'ed  by 
feme  philofophers,  that  the  .diiforence  of  moidure  in  the  atmof- 
phere  in  Pennfylvania  and  New-England  is  fuch,  as  that  a  perl'on 
might  bear  at  lead  ten  df^grees  of  heat  more  in  the  latter  than  in 
the  former. 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  in  England  annually,  is  com- 
4iputrd  to  be  twenty-four  inches ;  in  France  eighteen  inches,  and 
in  New-England  from  forty-eight  to  fifty  inches  ;  and  yet  in 
New-England  they  fuffer  more  from  drought  than  in  either  of 
the  forementioncd  countries,  although  they  have  more  than 
double  the  quantity  of  rain.  Thcle  fa£ls  evince  the  remarkable 
fhyucls  of  the  atmolphere  in  this  eadcrn  divifion  of  the  United 
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Statci,  and  in  part  account  for  its  rin|>»lar  healthful  nets.  Winter 
commonly  commences,  in  its  feverity,  about  then^ddlc  of  De. 
cember— fomctiraea  earlier,  and  fometimes  not  till  Chriftrpas, 
Cattle  are  fed  or  houfed,  in  the  northern  parts  of  New-Edp^nd, 
from  about  the  aoth  of  November,  to  the  apth  of  May  ;  in  the 
fouthorn  parts  not  quite  fo  long.  TI»crc  have  been  frofta  in 
almoft  every  month  in  the  year,  though  not  in  the  fame  year  j 
but  not  very  injurious. 

The  difeafes  moft  prevalent  in  New-England  are  the  following, 

VIZ, 
Alvinc  Fluxes,  Inflammatory,  "j 

St.  Anthony's  Fire,      Slow,  nervous,  and   Lfcvcrs^ 
Afthma,  Mixed  J 

Atrophy,  Pulmonary  Confumption, 

Catarrh,  Quinfy, 

Colic,  Rheumatifm. 

Thefe  diforders,  of  which  the  pulmonary  confumption  is  much 
the  moft  deftruftive,  are  commonly  the  efFcft  of  imprudent  ex- 
pofures  to  cold  and  rainy  weather,  evening  air,  and  the  wearing 
of  damp  linen  ;  or  from  frequent  exceffes  in  the  ufe  of  ftrong 
liquors,  efpecially  of  frefli  diftilled  rum,  which  in  too  many  in- 
ftances  prove  the  bane  of  morals,  and  the  ruin  of  families. 

The  (mail  pox,  which  is  a  fpecific,  inf|e£lious  dii'eafe,  is  not 
allowed  at  prefent  to  be  communicated  by  inoculati(m,  except  in 
hofpitals  ereAed  for  that  purpofe  in  bye  places,  and  in  cafes 
where  there  is  a  probability  of  a  general  fpread  of  the  infe&ion 
in  a  town.  Nor  is  this  difcafe  permitted  to  be  communicated 
generally  by  inoculation,  in  any  of  the  United  Stales,  except 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  and  South- 
Carolina. 

In  populous  towns,  the  prevalent  difeafes  are  more  numerous 
and  complicated,  owing  to  want  of  frefli  air  and  excn-ifc,  and  to 
luxurious  and  fafhionable  living. 

Dr.  Foulke*  has  obferved,  that  "  in  other  countries,  men  are 
[divided  according  to  their  wealth  or  indigence,  into  three  dalles; 
the  OPULENT,  the  MiDDtiNG,  and  the  poor  ;  the  idlen^Cs,  luxu- 
ries, and  debaucheries  of  the  firft,  and  the  mifery  ^nd  too  fre- 
Iquent  intemperance  of  the  laft,  deftroy  the  greater  proportion  of 
jthefe  two.  The  intermediate  clafs  is  below  thole  indulgencics 
Iwhich   prove  fatal   to  the  rich,   and  above   thofe    fufferings  to 

*  In  a  difcourfe  which  he  lately  read  bcfpre  the  American  rhilofophicat 
Society. 
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nrhitll  the  unfortunate  p«fr  fill  viAtmi :  this  ti  therefore  the 
hsppieft  divifton  of  the  three.  Of  the  rich  ind  poor,  the  Ame- 
riein  State*  fumiih  ■  much  fmaller  proportion  than  any  other 
diftA  of  the  kntfwn  world.  In  Connefticut  particularly,  the 
diftribution  of  wealth  and  ita  concomitants  is  more  equal  than 
tU'ewhere,  and,  therefore,  as  far  as  excefs  or  want  of  wealth 
may  prove  deftruftive  or  falutary  to  life,  the  inhabitants  of  thia 
State  may  plead  exemption  from  difeafes."  What  this  writer 
fays  of  ConneAicut  in  particular,  will,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
ipply  to  NeW'Sngland  at  Urge. 

FACE  OF  THR  COUNTRY,  MOUNTAINS,  Ac. 

NewrEngland  is  a  high,  hilly,  and  in  fome  parts  a  mountainous 
country,  formed  by  nature  to  be   inhabited  by  a   hardy  race  of 
free  independent  republicans.     The  mountains  are  comparatively 
(imall,  running  nearly  north  and  fouth   in  ridges  parallel  to  each 
other.     Between  thefe  ridges  flow   the  great  rivers  in  majeftic 
meanders,   receiving  the  innumerable  rivulets  and  larger  dreams 
Vhich  proceed  fTom  the  mountains  on  each  fide.     To  a  fpe£fcator 
pn  th^  top  of  a   neighbouring  mountain,  the  vales  betweef^  the 
lidges,  while  ina.flate  of  nature,  exhibit  a  romantic  appearance, 
They  feem  an  ocean  of  woods,  fwelled  and   deprelTed  in  its  fur« 
face  like  that  of  the    great  ocean  itlelf,     A  richer  though   lefs 
ybmantic  view   is  prcfented,   when  the  valleys,  by   induftrious 
huibandmen,  have  been  cleared  of  their  natural  growth  ;  and  the 
fruit  of  their  labour  appears  in  loaded  orchards,  cxtenfive  mea. 
dows,   covered   yith  large  herds   of  (heep  and  neat  cattle,  and 
rich  iklds  of  flax,  corn,  and  the  varioua  kinds  of  grain.     Thefe 
valleys,  which  have  received  the  expreflive    name  of  intervaie 
iandSf  are  of  various  breadths,  from  two  to  twenty  miles ;  and  by 
*   the  annual  inundations  of  the  rivers  which  flow  through   them, 
there  is  fi-equently  an   accumulation  of  rich,  fat  foil,  left  upon 
their  furface  when  the  waters  retire. 

There  are  four  principal  ranges  of  mountains,  pafllng  nearly 
from  north-eaft  to  fouth-weft  through  New-England.  Thefe 
confift  of  a  multitude  of  parallel  ridges,  each  having  many  I'purs 
deviating  from  the  courfe  of  the  general  range ;  which  Ipurs  are 
again  broken  into  irregular  hilly  }and.  The  main  cidges  termiT 
nate,  fomcttmeai  in  high  blulF  heads,  near  the  fea-coaft,  and  fome 
times  by  a  gradual  dcfcent  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country. 
One  of  the  main  ranges  runs  between  Conne£licut  and  Hudfon 
rivers.  This  range  branches  and  bounds  the  vales  through  which 
flows  the  Iloufatonick  river.    The  i^ofl  caflern  ridge  of  this 
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[nnge  terminaM*  in  •  bluff  head  at  Mcridenj  a  fecond  endi  in 
(like  manner  al  Willingfofd,  and  a  *third  at  New-Haven.     In 
Lyme,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Connefticui  river,  another  range  of 
mountains  comniencea,  forming   the  eaftcrn  boundary  of^jjpSh- 
ncfticut  vale.    Thia  range  tends  northerly,  at  thedidance,  gene- 
rally, of  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  eaft  from  the  river,  and  pulfes 
through    MalTachuietts,   where   the    range  takes    the    name   of 
Chkkabte  Mountain;   thence  crofTing  into   New-Hampfhire,   at 
the  4tftance  of  about  twenty  miles  from  the  MaOachuretts  line, 
it  runs  up  into  a  yery  high  peak,  called  Monadnick,  which  ter- 
minates this  ridge  of  the  range.     A  wcftern  ridge  continues,  and 
in  about  latitude  43**  ao'  runs  up  into  Sunipee  mountains.-    Abfeut 
fifty  miles  further,  in  the  fame  ridge,  is  Moofcoog  mounbin.    A 
third  range  begins  near  Stonington  in  Conne£licut.     It  takes  its 
courie  north-eafterly,  and  is  fometimes  broken  and  dilcontinued ; 
it  then  riiies  again,  and  rangca  in  the  fame  dirc£iion  into  New- 
Hampfhire,  where,  in  latitude  49^  25',  it  runs  up  into  a  high 
peak  called  Cotu/atoaskog,    The  fourth  range  has  a  humble  begin, 
ning  about  Hopkinton  in  Maflachufetts,     The  eaftcrn  ridge  of 
this  range  runs  north  by  Watertown  and  Concord,  and  crofles 
Merrimack  river  at  Pantucket-Falls,     In  New-Hamp(hire,  it  rifea 
into  feveral  high  peaks,  of  which  the  White  mountains  are  the 
principal.     From    thefe   White   mountains   a    range   continues 
northrcaft,   crofting   the  eaft  boundary  of  New-Hampfliire,   in 
latitude  44^*  30',  and  forms  the  height  of  land  between  Ketme*  ' 
beck  and  Chaudiere  rivers.    Thefe  ranges  of  (nounlains  are  full 
of  lakes,  ponds,  and  fprings  of  water,  that  give  rife  to  number- 
lefs  ftrcamf  of  various  fizes,  which,  interlocking  each  other  in 
every  direftion,  and  falling  over  the  roc^s  in  romantic  nafcades 
ftow  meandering  into  the  rivers  below.     No  country  on  the  globe 
is  better  watered  than  NewrEngland, 

On  the  fea-coaft  the  land  is  low,  and  in  many  parts  level  and 
fandy.  Jn  the  valleys,  between  the  forcmentioned  ranges  of 
mountains,  the  land  is  generally  broken,  and  in  many  placc$ 
rocky,  but  of  a  ftrong  rich  foil,  capable  of  being  cultivated  tq 
good  advantage,  which  alfo  is  the  cal'e  with  many  fpots  even 
pn  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  Ac, 

The  foil,  as  may  be  colle£led  from  what  has  been  faid,  muft  ha 
very  various.  Each  traft  of  different  foil  is  diftinguiflied  by  itn 
peculiar  vegetation,  and  is  pronounced  good,  middling,  or  bad, 
from  the  fpecics  of  trees  which  it  produces;  and  from  ono 
fpecies  generally  pVcdqpiinating  in  each  fpil,  has  originated  th? 
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defcriptive  names  of  oak  land,  birch,  beech,  and  chefnut  lands 
pine,  barren,  maple,  afli,  and  cedrr  fwamps,  as  each  fpecies 
happens  to  predominate.  Intermingled  with  thofe  predominating 
fpCQJ^  arc  walnut,  firs,  elm,  hemlock,  magnolia,  moofc  wood, 
faflalras,  &c.  &c. '  The  bed  lands  produce  walnut  and  chefnut . 
the  jiext,  beech  and  oak :  lands  of  the  third  quality  produce  (ir 
and  pitch  pine;  the  next,  whortleberry  and  barberry  buihes; 
and  the  poored  produce  nothing  but  marfhy  imperfe£l  fhrubs. 
Among  the  flowering  trees  and  (hrubs  in  the  forefls  are  the  red- 
flowering  maple,  the  fafiafras,  the  locuft-tree,  the  tulip-tree, 
honeyfucklc,  wild  rofe,  dogwood,  elm,  leather-tree,  laurel, 
hawthorn,  &c.  which  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  give  the  woods 
a  mod  beautiful  appearance,  and  fill  them  with  a  delicious 
fragrance.  Among  the  fruits  which  grow  wild,  are  the  fcvcral 
kinds  of  grapes ;  which  arc  fmall,  four,  and  thick  fkinned.  The 
vines  on  which  they  grow  arc  very  luxuriant,  often  overfprcad- 
jng  the  highed  trees  in  the  forefts;  and,  without  doubt,  might 
he  greatly  meliorated  by  proper  cultivation.  Befides  thefe,  are 
the  wild  cherries,  white  and  red  mulberries,  cramberries, 
walnuts,  hazelnuts,  chefnuts,  butier-nuts,  beech-nuts,  wild 
plumbs  and  pears,  whortle-bcrries,  bilberries,  goofe-berr^es, 
drawbcrries,  &c. 

The  foil  in  the  interior  country  is  calculated  for  the  culture 
of  Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  hemp  {for  which  the 
foil  and  climate  are  peculiarly  proper)  buck-wheat,  beans,  peas» 
&c.  In  many  of  the  inland  parts  wheat  is  raifed  in  large  quan- 
tities; but  on  the  fca-coad  it  has  never  been  cultivated  with 
furccfs,  being  fubjcft  to  blads.  The  fruits  which  the  country 
yields  from  culture,  are,  apples  in  the  greatcft  plenty ;  of  thefe 
cyder  is  made,  which  conditMtes  the  principal  drink  of  the 
inhabitants;  alfo  pears  of  various  forts,  quinces,  peaches,  plums» 
cherries,  apricots,  &c. 

Dr^  Cutler  has  furnifhed  the  followin<^  catalogue  of  flow- 
ering flirubs  and  plants  in  New-England,  which,  from  the  atten- 
tention  he  has  paid  to  natural  hido»-y,  wc  have  reafon  to  rely 
upon  as  accurate. 

Blue  flag,  Iris  virginira, — Globe  Flower,  Cephalanthus  occiden- 
talism— Pigconberry,  Ciffus  ficyoides^ — Cornel,  Cornus  Canadenfis^ 
— American  Honcyfuckle,  Azalea  vifcofa, — American  Tea,  Cf.a- 
nothus  Avteriranus. — Cherry  Honcyfuckle,  Lonicera  diervilla, — 
Great  Convolvulus,  Convolvulus  arvenfix, — Stag's  horn  Sumach 
Rhus  typkinum, — Mcaltrce,  Viburnum  lantana, — White  flowered 
Elder,  Sambucus  nigra, — Red  berried  Elder,  Samhucus  Canadenjis, 
Meadow   Bluc-bclls,    Geniiana    ciliata, — Lilies,    fevcral   fpecies, 
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lilium, Bethlcm  Star,  Ornithogulum  iuteunty — American  Senna, 

Rhodora  Canadenfis,-—Grejkt  Laurel,  Kalmia  /art/o/ia,— Dwarf 
Laurel     Kalmia  angujlifolia — White    Pepper  Bufh,    Andromeda 

■  arhorea Bog  Evergreen,  Andromeda  calyculata^ — Sweet  Pepper 

Bufh,  Ckthra  aUifoUa, — Mountain  Laurel,  or  Sorbus-tree,  Sorbus 
aucupora, — Meadow  Sweet,  Spiraa  falicifoUa^ — Queen  of  the 
Meadows,  Spirga  tormentofa, — Service  Tree,  Mo/pitus  Canadenfts 
—Wild  Role,  Kofa  Carolina^ — Superb  Rafpberry,  Rubus  odora- 

tuf Baneberry,    Actea  fpicata, — Side-faddle  Flower,    Saracena 

purpurea, — Red  Columbine,  Aquitegia  Canadenfts, — Anemone, 
leveral  fpecies,  Anemone  hepatica,  Jylvefiris  et  nemorofa^ — Tra- 
veller's Joy,  Clematis  Virginica, — Dragon's  Head,  Dracofephalum 
Virginicum, — Snap  Dragon,  Antirrhinum  Canadenfts, — American 
Cardamine,  Cardamine    Virginica, — Lupin,  Lupinus   angu^i/olia, 

Locuft,   Robinia  pfeud-acacia, — Beach  Pea,  Pifum  maritimumy 

Pied    Pea,     Pifum   ochrus, — Wood    Pea,     Orobus  fylvaticus,-— 

Vatiegated  Pea,  Lathyrus  heterophyllus, — Meadow  Sunflower, 
Aperatum,  ciliare, — American  Amaranthus,  Gnaphalium  helian 
tkemifolium, — New-England  After,  After  Nova  Anglicum,~^ 
Smooth-leaved  Golden-rod,  Solidago  altiffima, — New-England 
Sunflower,  Helianthus  divaricatus, — American  Pride,  Lobelia 
eardinalis,-—Lzd\t&  Plume,  Orchis  pycodes,—Lidics  Slipper,  Cy- 
pripedium  calcedus, — Blue  Eye,  Sifyrinchium  Bermudiauna,—^ 
Swamp  Willow,  or  Dog- Wood,  Salix  cinerea. — Red  flowered  ^ 
Maple,  Acerubtum. 

New- England  is  a  fine  grazing  country  ;  the  valleys  between 
the  hills  are  generally  interfered  with  brooks  of  water,  the 
banks  of  which  are  lined  with  a  traft  of  rich  meadow  or  intervale 
land.  The  high  and  rocky  ground  is,  in  many  parts,  covered 
with  clover,  and  generally  affords  the  fincft  of  pafture.  It  will 
not  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  therefore,  that  New-England  boafts 
of  raifin/  fome  of  the  fineft  cattle  in  the  world;  nor  will  (he  be 
envied,  when  the  labour  of  raifing  them  is  taken  into  view. 
Two  months  of  the  hotteft  fcafon  in  the  year,  the  farmers  are 
employed  in  procuring  food  for  their  cattle,  and  the  cold  winter  ' 
is  fpcnt  in  dealing  it  out  to  them.  The  pleafurc  and  profit  of 
doing  this  is,  however,  a  fatisfying  compcnfation  to  the  honcft 
and  induftrious  farmer.  Butter  and  cheefe  arc  made  for  expor- 
tation ;  and  confidcrablc  attention  has  lately  been  paid  to.  the 
railing  of  Ihccp. 

RIVERS.  * 

The   principal   rivers  in  New-England  arc  Pcnobfcot,   Kcnne-. 
beck,  Androlcogijinj  or  Amerilcnggin,  Saco,    Merrimack    Pilca- 
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taqua,  and  Conne&icut,  bcfidtis  many  fmaller  ones,  tvhick^  \»« 
(hall  notice  when  treating  of  the  different  States* 

Penobscot. 

This  river  has  its  fburce  in  the  difl:ri£l:  of  Maihe^  a  (hort  dif* 
lance  weft  of  Union  river  on  the  high  lands;  it  rifes  in  two 
branches^  running  for  a  confidcrable  diftance,  and  then  uniting 
in  one  .noble  and  niajeftic  ftreani«  Between  the  fource  of  the 
weft  fork,'  and  its  jun£lion  with  the  eaft,  is  Moofehead  lake, 
thirty  or  forty  miles  long,  and  fifteen  wide.  The  eaftern  branch 
pafTcs  through  fevcral  fmaller  lakes.  From  The  ForkSf  as  they 
arc  called,  the  Pcnobfcot  Indians  pafs  to  Canada,  up  either 
branch,  principally  the  weft,  the  fource  of  which  they  fay  is  fiot 
more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  waters  that  empty  into  the  river 
St.  Lawrence.  At  the  Forks  is  a  remarkable  high  mountain. 
From  the  Forks  down  to  Indian  Old  Town,  fituated  on  an  ifland 
in  this  river,  is  about  fixty  miles,  forty  of  which  the  water  flows 
in  a  ftill,  fmooth  ftream,  and  in  the  whole  diftance  there  are  no 
falls  to  interrupt  the  paOage  of  boats.  In  this  diftance,  the 
river  widens,  and  embraces  a  large  number  of  ftnall  iflands; 
ttnd  about  half  way  receives  two  confiderable  tributary  ftreams, 
one  from  the  eaft  and  the  other  from  the  weft,  whofe  mouths 
are  nearly  oppofite  to  each  other.  About  fixty  rods  below 
Indian  Old  Town  are  the  Great  Falls,  where  is  a  carrying-place 
of  about  twenty  rods ;  thence,  twelve  miles  to  the  head  of  the 
tide,  there  are  no  falls  to  bbftruft  boats.  Veflels  of  thirty  tons 
come  within  a  mile  of  the  head  of  the  tide.  Thence,  thirty- 
five  miles  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  the  fite  of  Old  Fort  Pownal, 
the  river  is  remarkably  ftraight,  and  eafily  navigated.  Pafling 
l>y  Majabagaduie  on  the  eaft,  feven  miles,  and  Owls  Head, 
twenty  miles  farther,  on  the  weft,  it  enters  the  ocean  by  Penob- 
fcot  Bay. 


KENNEBECK,  *  ,   ^^ 

This  is  one  of  the  fincft  rivers  in  this  country,  and  has 
its  orJgine,  like  the  former,"in  the  diftrift  of  Maine;  its  fourccs 
are  two  ftreams,  one  of  which  rifes  in  the  highlands,  a  ftiort 
diftance  from  a  branch  of  the  Chaudierc,  which  empties  into 
the  St.  Lawrence;  another  branch  rifes  in  Moofe  Head  lake.  In 
its  courfc,  it  receives  Sandy  river  from  the  weft,  and  Sebafticook 
and  fevcral  others  from  the  eaft,  and  paffes  to  the  fea  by  Caps 
Small  Point.  It  is  navigable  for  veffels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  upwards  of  forty  miles  from  the  fca. 
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ANDROSCOGGIN. 

This  river,  fometimes  called  Amerifcoggin,  properly  fpeaking, 
is  but  the  main  weftern  brarch  of  the  Kennebeck  ;  it  rifes  near 
the  end  of  the  dividing  line  between  New-Hathpfliire  and  the 
Old  Province  of  Maine.  The  lake  Umbagog,  and  feveral  fmaller 
lakes,  flow  into  it.  From  this  lake  its  courfe  is  foutherly,  till 
it  approaches  near  the  White  Mountains,  from  which  it  receives 
Moofe  and  Peabody  rivers,  and  then  turns  to  the  eaft,  and  fouth- 
eafl  through  the  province  of  Maine,  in  which  courfe  it  pafles 
within  two  miles  of  the  fea  coafl,  and  turning  north  runs  over 
Pejepfltaeg,  Falls,  into  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  where  it  forms  a 
jun£tion  with  the  Kennebeck,  twenty  miles  from  the  fea,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty -fix  from  the  fource..  Formerly,  from  this 
bay  to  the  fea,  the   confluent  ftream  WL.r»    called  Saggadahock. 

SAC  O. 

This  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  the  di  drift  of  New- 
Hampfliire.  The  principal  part  of  its  water  falls  in  different 
ftreams,  from  the  White  Mountains,  which  unite  at  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles, diftance.  Its  courfe,  fome  diflance  from  its  fource, 
is  foutherly ;  it  then  fuddenly  bends  to  the  eaft,  and  croffes  into 
the  diftrift  of  Maine,  then  makes  a  large  bend  to  the  north-eaft, 
eaft,  and  fouth-weft,  embracing  the  fine  townftiip  of  Fryeburg,  in 
the  country  of  York.  Its  general  courfe  thence  to  the  fea  is 
about  forty-five  miles  S.  E.  Great  and  Little  Offapee  rivers  fall 
intp  it  from  the  weft,  making  a  great  addition  to  the  original 
ftream.  This  river  is  navigable  for  fhips  to  Saco  Falls,  about 
fix  miles  from  the  fea. 

MERRIMACK. 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  Pemige- 
waflet  and  Winnipileogee  rivers  ;  the  former  li  a  very  rapid 
river,  and  fprings  froru  a  white  mountain,  weft  of  the  noted 
mountains  of  that  name ;  and  before  its  junftion  with  the 
Winnipileogee  branch,  it  receives  from  the  weft,  Baker's  river, 
a  pleafant  ftrcun,  forty  miles  in  length,  and  feveral  fmaller 
ftreams.  The  Winnipileogee  branch  riles  from  the  lake  of  the 
fame  name.  The  ftream  which  iflfues  from  the  lake  is  fmall,  and 
in  its  couiTc  paftcs  through  a  bay  twelve  miles  long,  and  from 
three  to   five    broad.     A  few   miles   from  its  entrance    into  the 
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Pemigewaffet  is  a  place  called  the  Weres,  remarkable  for  the  numw 
ber  of  falmon  and  (had  which  are  there  caught.  The  river  is 
tvide,  and  To  iliallow  that  the  fiflicrmen  turn  the  courfe  of  the 
river  in  a  (hort  time,  or  coitiprefs  it  into  a  narrow  channel, 
where  they  fix  their  gill  nets,  and  take  the  fifli  as  they  pafs  up 
the  ftream.  After  the  Pettiigewaffet  receives  the  waters  of  Win- 
riipifefogee,  it  takes  the  name  of  Merrimack  ;  and  after  a  courfe  of 
about  ninety  miles,  firft  in  a  foutherly,  and  then  in  an  eaflerly 
direftion,  and  paffing  over  Hookfet,  Amufkeag,  and  Pantucket 
Falls,  empties  into  the  fea  at  Newburyport.  From  the  weft  it 
receives,  filackwater,  Contoocook,  Pifcataquoag,  Souhegan,  Nafhu^ 
*  and  Concord  rivers  ;  from  the  eaft,  Bowcook,  Suncook,  Cohas, 
Beaverj  Spicket,  and  Powow  rivers.  Contoocook  heads  near 
Monadnock  mountain,  is  very  rapid,  and  ten  or  twelve  miles 
frorii  its  mouth  is  one  hundred  yards  wide.  Juft  before  its  en- 
trance into  the  Merrimack  it  branches  and  forms  a  beautiful 
ifland  of  five  or  fix  acres; 


p  I  s  c  A  T  A  Q  y  A. 

This  is  the  only  large  river  whofc  whole  courfe  is  ir»  New-* 
Hamp(^ire.  Its  head  ?s  a  pond  in  the  N.  E,  corner  of  the  town 
of  Wakefield,  and  its  general  courfe  thence,  to  the  Tea,  is  S.  S, 
E.  about  forty  miles.  It  divides  New-Hampftiire  from  York- 
County,  in  the  diftrift  of  Maine,  and  is  called  Salmon-fall  river, 
from  its  head  to  the  lower  falls  at  Berv^ick,  where  it  affumes  the 
name  of  Newichawannock,  which  it  bears  till  it  meets  with 
Cocheco  river,  which  comes  from  Dover,  when  both  run  toge- 
ther in  one  channel  to  Hilton's  Point,  where  the  weftern  branch 
meets  it.  From  this  junfiion  to  the  fp,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that 
it  never  freezes  ;  the  diftance  is  feven  miles,  and  the  courfe  ge-* 
nerally  from  S.  to  S.  E.  The  weftern  brarjch  is  formed  by 
Swamfcot  river,  which  comes  from  Exeter.  Winnicot  river, 
which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  Lamprey  river,  which 
divides  Newmarket  from  Durham ;  thefe  empty  into  a  bay,  I 
four  miles  wide,  called  Gieat  Bay.  The  water  in  its-  further 
progrefs  is  contraftcd  into  a  IcfTcr  bay,  and  then  it  receives 
Oyftcr  river,  which  runs  through  Durham  and  Back  river, 
which  comes  from  Dover,  and  at  length  meets  with  the  main 
ftream  at  Hilton's  Point.  The  tide  rifcs  into  all  thefe  bays,  and 
branches  as  far  as  the  lower  falls  in  each  river,  and  forms  a  moft 
rapid  current,  elpecially  at  the  fealon  of  the  frefhets,  when  the 
ebb  continues  about  two  hours  longer  than  the  flood;  and  were 
it  not  for  the  numerous  eddies,  formed  by  the  indcntings  of  the 
fl\orc,  the  ferries  would  then  be  impaffablc. 
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At  the  lower  falls  in  the  fcveral  branches  of  the  river,  are 
landing  places,  whence  lum'^er  and  other  country  produce  is 
<ranfportcd,  and  veifels  or  boats  from  bdiow  difcharge  their  lad- 
ing ;  fo  that  in  each  river  there  is  a  convenient  trading-place, 
not  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Portlmouth, 
with  which  there  is  conftant  communication  by  every  tide 
Thus  the  river,  from  its  form  and  the  fituation  of  its  branches, 
is  extremly  favourable  to  the  pyrpofes  of  navigation  and  conk 
merce^ 

<:  p  N  N  E  c  T  I  c  u  T, 

This  river  gives  name  to  one  of  the  five  colonies  of  this  pror 
jvince.  It  rifes  in  a  fwamp  on  the  height  of  land,  in  lat.  45.  10. 
W.  long.  7i.  30.  After  a  fleepy  courfe  of  eight  or  ten  miles,  it 
.tumbles  over  four  fepara,te  falls,  and  turning  weft  keeps  clofc 
under  the  hills  which  form  the  -northern  boundary  of  the  vale 
jthrougb  which  it  runs.  The  Anionoofuk  and  Ifrael  rivers,  two 
principal  branche?  of  Conneflicut  river,  fall  into  it  from  the  eaft, 
between  the  latitudes  44"  and  45**.  Between  the  towns  of 
Walpole  on  the  eatt,  and  Weftminifter  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
river,  are  the  great  Falls.  A  large  rock  divides  the  ftream  into 
twO'  channels,  ea,ch  about  ninety  feet  wide  on  the  top  of  the 
{helving  bank.  When  the  water  is  low,  the  eaftern  channel  ap- 
pears crofled  by  a  bar  of  folid  rock,  and  the  whole  ftream  falls 
into  the  weftern  channel,  where  compreffed  between  two  rocks 
fcarcely  thirty  feet  afunder,  it  fhoots  with  amazing  rapidity  into 
a  broad  bafon  below.  Above  Deerfield  in  Maflachufetts  it  re- 
ceives Deerfield  river  from  the  weft,  and  Miller's  river  from  the 
eaft,  after  which  it  turns  wefterly  in  a  finuous  courfe  to  Fighting 
Falls,  and  a  little  after  tumbles  over  Deerfield  Falls,  which  are 
impaffable  by  boats.  At  Windfor  in  Connefticut  it  receive^ 
Farmington  river  from  thp  weft  ;  and  at  Hartford  meets  the  tide» 
From  Hartford  it  paffes  on  in  a  crooked  courfe,  until  it  falls  into 
Long-Ifland  (bund,  between  Saybrook  and  Lyme. 

The  length  of  this  river,  in  a  ftraight  line,  is  nearly  three 
hundred  miles.  Its  general  courfe  is  feveral  degrees  weft  of 
fouth.  It  is  from  Soto  100  roods  wide,  13P  miles  from  its 
niouth.  At  its  mouth  is  a  baK  of  far.d  which  confiderably  ob- 
ftru^ts  the  navigation.  Ten  feet  water  at  full  tides  is  found  on 
this  bar,  and  the  fame  depth  to  Middleton.  Thediftance  of  the  bar 
from  this  place,  as  the  river  runs,  is  thirty-fix  miles.  Above 
Middleton  are  feveral  ftioals  which  ftrctch  quite  acrofs  ^he 
ijver,     Qnly  fix  feet  water  is  found  on  the   flioal  at   high  tide, 
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and  here  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  but  about  eight  inches.  About 
three  miles  below  Middleton  the  river  is  contrafled  to  about 
forty  roods  in  breadth  by  two  high  mountains.  Almoft  every 
where  elle  the  banks  are  low,  and  fpread  into  fine  extcnfivc  mea- 
dc  ws.  In  the  ipring  floods,  which  generally  happen  in  May, 
thefe  meadows  are  covered  with  water.  At  Hartford  the  water 
fometimes  riles  twenty  feet  above  the  common  furface  of  the 
river,  and  having  all  to  pafs  through  the  above-mentioned  ftrait, 
it  is  fometimes  two  or  three  weeks  before  it  returns  to  its  ufual 
bed,  Thele  floods  add  nothing  to  the  depth  of  water  on  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  :  this  bar  lying  too  far  off  in  the 
f  jund  to  be  affefted  by  them. 

On  this  beautiful  river,  whofe  banks  arc  fettled  almoft  to 
its  fource,  are  many  pleal'ant,  neat,  well-built  towns,  which  we 
fhall  notice  when  treating  of  the  particular  States  on  which 
they  ftand. 

This  river  is  navigable'  to  Hartford,  upwards  of  fifty  miles 
from  its  mouth,  and  the  produce  of  the  country  for  two  hundred 
miles  above  is  brought  thither  in  boats.  The  boats  which  are 
ufed  in  this  bufinel's  are  flat-bottomed,  long,  and  narrow,  for  the 
convenience  of  going  up  ftream,  and  of  fo  light  a  make  as  to  be 
portable  in  car'.s.  They  are  taken  out  of  the  river  at  three  dif- 
ferent carrying  places,  all  of  which  make  fifteen  miles. 

Sturgeon,  falmon,  and  fhad,  are  caught  in  plenty  in  their  fea- 
fon,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  upwards,  except  fturgeon, 
which  do  not  afcend  the  upper  falls ;  befides  a  variety  of  fmall 
fifli,  fuch  as  pike,  carp,  pearch,  &c. 

From  this  river  are  employed  feveral  brigs  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  tons  each,  in  the  European  trade  ;  and  about  fixty  or 
Icventy  fail  of  from  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  in  the 
Weft- India  trade ;  befides  a  few  filhing  veffels,  and  forty  or 
fifty  coafting  vefliels. 

In  addition  to  thefe,  there  are  in  this  province  many  other 
rivers,  which,  though  inferior  in  point  of  magnitude,  yet  are 
worthy  of  notice,  as  they  afford,  in  many  inftanccs,  either  excel- 
lent inland  navigation  or  prelent  the  means  of  improving  of  it. 
As  they  add  to  ihe  beauty  of  the  country,  and  value  of  the  foil  ; 
and  as  they  furnifti  fituations  peculiarly  defirabie  for  the  ere£ling 
of  mills,  or  the  introduction  of  manufa£lures,  thele  we  fhall 
notice  when  treating  of  the  different  States  in  which  they  prin- 
cipally purfue  their  courfe,  or  lake  their  rile. 
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POPULATION,  CHARACTER,  and  DIVERSIONS. 

New-England  is  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  United  States. 
lit  contained,  according  to  the  ccnfus  of  1790,  one  million 
line  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  iouls;  its  prcfcnt 
mmber  of  inhabitants  amounts  at  leaft  to  one  million  three  hun- 
Bdred  thoufand.  The  great  body  of  thefe  are  landholders  and 
[cultivators  of  the  foil,  and  as  they  poflel's,  in  fee  fimple,  the 
tfarms  which  they  cultivate,  they  are  naturally  all  attached  to 
[their  country ;  the  cultivation  of  the  foil  makes  them  robuft  and 
[healthy,  and  enables  them  to  defend  it. 

New-England  may  with  propriety  be  called  a  nurfery  of 
[men,  whence  are  annually  traufplanted,  into  other  parts  of  the 
[United  States,  thoufands  of  its  natives.  Vaft  numbers  of  them, 
jfince  the  war,  have  emigrated  into  the  northern  parts  of  Ncw- 
[York,  into  Kentucky,  and  the  Weftern  Territory,  and  into 
[Georgia;  and  fome  are  fcattcrcd  into  every  State,  and  every 
[town  of  note  in  the  Union. 

The   inhabitants  of  New-England  are  almod    univerfally  of 

[Englifh  defcent ;  and  it   is   owing  to  this  circumllance,  and  to 

Ithe  great  and  general  attention   that   has  been  paid  to  education, 

[that  the  Englifh  language  has  been  preferved  among  them  fo  free 

}f  corruption. 

The  New-Englanders  are  generally  tall,  ftout,  and  well 
juilt;  they  glory,  and  pcrliaps  with  juftice,  in  poffelTing  that 
fpirit  of  freedom  which  induced  their  anceftors  to  leave  their 
lative  country,  to  brave  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  and  the 
lardfhips  of  fettling  in  a  wildernefs.  Their  education,  laws, 
md  fituation,  ferve  to  infpire  them  with  high  notions  of  liberty. 
iTheir  jealouly  is  awakened  at  the  firft  motion  towards  an  invafion 
)f  their  rights.  They  are,  indeed,  often  jealous  to  excels;  a 
Icircumdance  which  is  a  fruitful  fource  of  imaginary  grievances, 
md  of  groundlefs  fufpicions  and  complaints  againft  government, 
lut  thefe  ebullitions  of  jealouly,  though  cenfurable,  and  prc- 
luftive  of  fome  political  evils,  fhew  that  the  clfence  ®f  true 
^iberty  exifts  in  New-England;  for  jealoufy  is  a  guardian  of  11- 
)erty,  and  a  charnfteriftic  of  free  republicans.  A  chief  founda- 
tion of  liberty  and  equality  in  the  New-England  States  is  a  law 
jy  which  intellate  eftates  defcend  to  all  the  children,  or  other 
leirs,  in  equal  proportion,  except  to  the  cldeft  Ion  who  has 
two  fliares.  In  1789,  Maflachufetts  abolilhed  this  excep- 
tion. In  confequence  of  theie  laws,  the  people  of  Ncw-Englar.d 
tnjoy  an  equality  of  condition  unknown  in  any  other  pait  of  the 
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world :  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  the  people  have  preferved  that 
happy  mediocrity  among  themfelves,  which,  by  inducing  econo-. 
my  and  induftry,  removes  from  them  temptations  to  luxury 
and  forms  them  to  habits  of  fobriety  and  temperance.  At  th^ 
fame  time,  their  induftry  and  frugality  exempt  them  from  want, 
and  from  the  neceflity  of  lubmitting  to  any  encroachments  on 
their  liberties.  ' 

In  New-£ngland,  learning  is  as  generally  diffufed  among 
all  ranks  of  people  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe ;  arifing 
from  the  excellent  eflablifhment  of  fchools  in  almoft  every 
townfliip. — In  thefe  fchools,  which  are  generally  fupported  by 
a  public  tax,  and  under  the  direflion  of  a  fchool  committee;,  are 
taught  the  elements  of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  in  the 
more  wealthy  towns,  they  have  introduced  the  higher  branches 
of  grammar,  geography,  &c, 

A  very  valuable  fource  of  information  to  the  people  is  the 
newfpapers,  of  which  not  lefs  than  thirty  thoul'and  are  printed 
every  week  in  New-Engiand,  and  circulated  in  almoU  every 
town  and  village  in  the  country.* 

A  perfon  of  mature  age,  who  cannot  both  read  and  write,  is 
rarely  to  be  found.  3y  means  of  this  general  eftabliftiment  of 
fchools,  the  extenfive  circulation  of  newfpapers,  and  the  con- 
fequent  fpread  of  learning,  every  townfhip  throughout  the  coun- 
try is  furnifhed  with  men  capable  of  conduftlng  the  affair,  of 
their  town  with  judgment  and  difcretion.  Thefe  men  ^re  the 
channels  of  political  information  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people ; 
if  fuch  a  clafs  may  be  faid  to  exifl  in  New-Enghmd,  where  every 
man  thinks  himfelf  at  leafl  as  good  as  his  neighbour,  and  believes 
that  all  mankind  are,  or  ought  to  be,  equal.  The  people,  from 
their  childhood,  form  habits  of  canvafling  public  affairs,  and 
commence  politicians.  This  naturally  leads  them  to  be  very 
inquifitive.  It  is  with  knowledge  as  with  riches,  the  more  a  i 
man  has,  the  more  he  wifhes  to  obtain;  his  defire  has  ho  bounds. 
This  defire  after  knowledge,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  prevails 
throughout  all  claffes  of  of  people  in  New-England;  and  from 
their  various  modes  of  exprcfTing  it,  fome  of  which  are  blunt  I 
and  familiar,  bordering  on  impertinence,  ftrangers  have  been 
induced  to  mention  impertinent  inquijuivenefs  as  a  difiinguifliing  j 
charafteriftic  of  the  New-England  people.     But  this  is  true  only 


*  According  to  an  accurate  eftimatc  lately  made,  it  appears  that  no  lefs  tbar, 
fcvcnty-fevcn  thoufand  newfpapers  are  printed  weekly-  in  the  American  States,  I 
vrhich  in  a  year,  would  amount  to  upwards  of  four  millions,  and  at  four  t^eiit) 
each  would  make  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  dollars. 
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fiih  fegard  to  that  clafs  of  people,  who,  confined  to  domeftic 
life,  have  not  had  an  opportc'ty  of  mingling  with  the  world; 
ind  fuch  people  are  not  pcttiar  to  New-England ;  they  com- 
iok  a  great  part  of  the  community  of  every  dale  and  country. 

Before  the  late  war,  which  introduced  into  New-England  a 

lood  of  corruptions,    with  many    improvements,   the   Sahbath 

^as  obferved  with  great  (lri£lncrs;    no  unneceflfary   travelling, 

to  fecular  buftnefs,  no  vifiting^  no  diverfions  were  permitted  on 

Ithat  day.     They  confidered  it  as  confecrated  to  divine  woifhip, 

land  were  generally  pun£lual  and  I'eriou*  in  their  attendance  upon 

jit.      Their  laws    were   flri£l   in   guarding   the   Sabbath   againft 

levery  innovation.      The   fuppofed   feverity  with    which   thefe 

[laws  were  compofed  and  executed^   together  with  fome   other 

[traits    in    th^ir    religious    charafter,     have    acquired    for   the 

JNew-Englanders,    the  name  of  a  fuperflitiouSj'  bigoted  people* 

[But  fuperflition  and  bigotry  are  fo  indefinite  in  their  fignifica- 

jtions,  and  (o  varioufly  applied  by  perfoas  of  different  principles 

[and  educations,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether  they 

lever  defervcd  that  Chara£len     Leaving  every  perfon  to  enjoy 

[his  own  opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter^  we  only  obferve,  that^ 

fince  the  war,   a  catholic  tolerant  spirit,  occafioned  by 

la  more  enlarged    intercourse,   with  mankind,    has  greatly 

increafed,  and  is  becoming  univerfal;  and  if  they  do  not  break 

the  proper  bound,   and  liberalize  away  all   true  religion,  they 

will  counterafl  that  ftrong  propenfity  in  human  nature,  which 

leads  men    to  vibrate  from  one  extreme   to   its  oppofite,    and 

gain    the    approbation   of  every  well-wilher   of  the   rights   of 

mankind. 

There  is  one  difllnguifhing  charaftcriflic  in  the  religious 
charafter  of  this  people,  which  we  mud  not  omit  mentioning; 
and  that  is,  the  cuftom  of  annually  celebrating  Fafls  and  ThankC 
givings.  In  the  fpring,  the  governors  of  the  feVeral  New-Eng- 
land States,  except  Rhode-Ifland,  ilTue  their  proclamations,  ap- 
pointing a  day  to  be  religioudy  obferved  in  fading,  humiliation 
and  prayer  throughout  their  refpeftive  Statesi,  in  which  the 
predominating  vices,  that  particularly  call  for  humiliation,  are 
enumerated.  In  autumn,  after  harveft,  that  gladfome  era  in, 
the  hufbandman's  life,  the  governors  again  ifTue  their  procla- 
mations, appointing  a  day  of  public  thankfgiving  enumerat- 
ing the  public  blelTings  received  in  the  courfe  of  the  foregoing 
year. 

This  pious  cuftom  originated  with  their  venerable  anccftors, 
the  firft  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  has  been  handed  down 
through  the  fuGceffive  generations  of  their  poiilerity.     A  cuilom 
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(o  rational,  and  To  happily  calculated  to  cherifh  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  a  fcnfc  of  their  dependence  on  the  Great  Bene  fac- 
tor of  the  world  for  all  their  blcflings,  it  is  hoped  will  cvtr 
be  preferved. 

The  people  of  Ncw-Englund  generally  obtain  their  eftates  by 
hard  and  perfevering  labour:  they  of  confequence  know  their 
value,  and  I'pend  with  frugality.  Yet  in  no  country  do  the  in- 
digent  and  unfortunate  fare  better.  Their  laws  oblige  every 
town  to  provide  a  competent  maintenance  for  their  poor,  and 
the  neceflitous  flranger  is  prote£kcd,  and  relieved  by  their  hu. 
mane  inftitutions.  It  may  in  truth  be  faid,  that  in  no  part  of 
the  world  are  the  people  happier,  better  furniihed  with  the 
neceflaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  or  more  independent,  than 
the  farmers  of  New^England.  As  the  great  body  of  the  people 
arc  hardy,  independent  freeholders,  their  manners  are,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  congenial  to  their  employment,  plain,  fimple,  and 
unpoliihed.  Strangers  are  received  and  entertained  among  them 
with  a  great  deal  of  artlcfs  (incerity,  and  friendly  unformal  hej- 
fitality.  Their  children,  thofe  imitative  cntatures,  to  whofe 
education  particular  attention  is  paid,  early  imbibe  the  manners 
and  habits  of  thofe  around  them ;  and  the  flranger,  with  plea- 
fure,  notices  the  honed  and  decent  refpe£):  that  is  paid  him 
by  the  children  as  he  pafles  through  the  country. 

As  the  people,  by  reprefentation,  make  their  own  laws 
and  appoint  their  own  officers,  they  cannot  be  oppreiTed ;  and 
living  under  governments  which  have  few  lucrative  places,  they 
have  few  motives  to  bribery,  corrupt  canvafTmgs,  or  intrigue. 
Real  abilities  and  a  moral  chara£ler  unblemifhed  are  the  quali. 
fications  requifite  in  the  view  of  mofl  people,  for  officers  of 
public  trufl.  The  expreffion  of  a  wifh  to  be  promoted,  is,  in 
fome  parts  of  New-England,  the  dire£l  way  to  be  difappointed. 

The  inhabitants,  in  fome  parts  of  New-England,  are  gene- 
rally fond  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  have  cultivated  them 
with  great  fuccefs.  Their  colleges  have  flourifhed.  ■  The  il- 
luflrious  charafters  they  have  produced,  who  have  diflin- 
guifhed  themfclves  in  politics,  law,  divinity,  the  mathematics 
and  philofophy,  natural  and  civil  hiflory,  and  in  the 
fine  arts,  particularly  poetry,  evince  the  truth  of  t^efe  obfei" 
vations. 

The  women  in  New-England  generally  have  fair,  frefh,  and 
healthful  countenances,  mingled  with  much  female  foftnefs  and 
delicacy.  Thofe  who  have  had  the  advantages  of  a  good  edu- 
cation, and  t/i<;y  are  numerous,  are  genteel,  eai'y,  and  agreeable 
in   their  manners,   and  arc  fprightly  and  Icnfible  their  con- 
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verfation.  They  wet  early  taught  to  manage  domeftic  concernf 
with  ueatuefs  and  economy.  Women  of  the  firft  rank  and  for- 
lune  make  it  a  part  of  their  daily  burineis  to  fuperintend  the  af- 
fairs of  the  family.  Employment  at  the  needle,  cookery,  and  at 
the  fpintjing  wheel,  with  them  is  honorable.  Xdle^iefs,  even  ia 
ihofc  of  indcpcndei>t  fortunes,  is  univerfally  difreputable.  The 
women  io  country  towns  maaufafture  the  grcatcll  part  of  the 
cloathing  of  their  fiimilies.  Their  linen  and  woollen  cloths  axe 
ftrong  and  decern.  Their  butter  and  chcefe  is  nearly  equal  to 
Siny  in  the  world. 

Dancing  is  the  principal  and  favourite  amufement  in  New- 
England  ;  and  of  this  the  young  people  of  both  fexes  are  extreme- 
ly fond.  Gaming  is  pradifed  by  none  but  thofe  who  cannot,  or 
rather  will  not,  find  a  reputable  employment.  The  gamffier,  the 
hor/e  jockey,  and  the  kuavCf  are  equally  del'pifed,  and  their  com- 
pany is  avoided  hy  all  who  would  fuftain  fair  and  irreproachable 
chara£lers. 

The  athletic  and  healthy  diverfions  of  cricket,  foot  ball,  quoits, 
wreftling,  jumping,  hopping,  foot  races,  and  prifon  bars,  are 
univerfally  pra£lifed  in  the  country,  and  fomc  of  them  in  the  moil 
populous  places,  and  by  people  of  almoft  all  ranks. 

Squirrel-hunting  is  a  noted  diverfion  in  country  places,  where 
this  kind  of  game  is  plenty :  fome  divert  themfelves  with 
fox-hunting,  and  others  with  the  more  profitable  fports  of  fiihing 
and  duck-hunting ;  and  in  the  frontier  fettlements  where  deer 
and  fur  game  abound,  the  inhabitants  make  a  lucrative  fport  of 
hunting  them.  In  the  winter  leafon,  while  the  ground  is  cover- 
ed with  fnow,  which  is  commonly  two  or  tiiree  months,  lleighing 
is  the  general  diverfion.  A  great  part  of  the  families  throughout 
the  country  are  furnifhed  with  horfes  and  fleighs. 

HISTORY  OF  ITS  SETTLEMENT,  &c. 

New-England  was  difcovered  in  the  beginning  of  the  lall 
century,  and  cilled  North- Virginia  ;  the  firft  European  fettle - 
ment  was  formed  in  1608;  this  firft  colony,  which  was  weak 
and  ill-direftcd,  did  not  fucceed,  and  for  I'onie  time  after  there 
were  only  a  few  adventurers  who  went  over  at  times  in  the 
fummer,  built  themfelves  temporary  huts  for  the  purpol'e  of  trad- 
ing with  the  favagcs,  and,  like  them,  difappeared  again  for  the 
reft  of  the  year ;  but  fanaticifm,  which  had  depopulated  America 
in  the  Sbutlj,  was  deftincd  to  re-people  it  in  the  North.  New- 
England  owes  it>l  regular   fettlement  to  religious  perfecution. — 
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S(ion  iftf r  tlie  commencement  of  the  reformation  in  Engtini!,* 
Which  was  not  until  the  year  1534,  the  Proleftanta  were  divided 
into  two  parties,  one  the  follnwcra  of  Luther,  and  the  other  of 
Calvin.  The  former  had  chol'en  gradually,  and  almod  imper- 
ceptibly, to  recede  from  the  Church  of  Rome  ;  while  the  latter, 
Inore  zealous,  and  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  thorough  re* 
form.ftinn,  and  at  the  fame  time  pofTcfTing  much  firmr>efa  and 
high  notions  of  religious  liberty,  was  for  effecting  a  thorough 
change  at  once.  Their  conicquent  endeavours  to  expunge  from 
the  church  all  the  inventions  which  had  been  brought  into  it 
liiice  the  days  of  the  Apoftlcs,  i  to  introduce  '*  Scripture  pu- 
rity," obtained  for  them  the  name  of  Puritans. 

A  number  of  thefc  people,  upon  ihc  borders  of  Nottingham* 
fhirc,  Lincolnft»ire,and  Yorkfhire,  having  CuiTercd  perfecution  pa- 
tiently for  years,  and  learchcd  the. Scriptures  diligently,  were  at 
length  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  ceremonies  of  the  Kngliih  church 
were  uhliiuiful;  that  the  lordly  power  of  her  prelates  was  contrary 
to  ihc/reedom  of  the  gofpel ;  and  that  her  oflices,  courts,  and 
canons,  had  no  warrant  in  the  word  of  God.  They  determined, 
therefore,  to  (hake  off  human  impofitions,  brought  into  the  church 
againd  tlic  iuperior  law  of  Chrid,  the  genius  of  his  plain  religion 
and  Chriftiau  liberty.  They  r'efolved,  as  the  Lord's  free  people, 
"  to  join  thcmfelvcs  by  covenant  intq  a  church  Jiate  ;  and,  agreeably 
"  to  prfff.iU  or  future  knowledge,  to  walk  in  all  the  ways  of  God,  ac- 
*«  cording  I  »  their  bejl  abilities,  whatever  it  cojl  tkfm."\ 

The  allcinhly,  owing  to  the  dillance  of  habitations,  was  obliged 
to  form  itielf  into  two  diftinft  religious  locieties  ;  the  one,  with 
which  is  our  concern,  Coon  had  for  its  paflor  the  famous  Mr. 
John  Robinfon.  The  church  kept  together  about  a  year ;  but 
being  extremely  harafled  by  perfecution,  concluded  upon  remov- 
ing to  Holland.  The  pious  refugees  repaired  to  and  fettled  at 
Amfterdam  i  but  after  a  while  removed  to  Leyden  ;  where  they 
were  highly  rclpcftcd,  and  would  have  been  allowed  fomc  pub- 
U^avour,  had  it  1)  .1  been  for  fear  of  offending  England.  By 
hard  and  contin-ud  labour  they  obtained  a  living.  The  Dutch 
employed  tlicm  before  others,  for  their  honcfl  and  exemplary  be- 
haviour, and  readily  trufted  them  when  in  want  of  money.  Mat- 
ters, hbw.ver,  were  not  altogether  to  their  mind  ;  and  fome  of 
tlic  nyjfi,  ienfiblc  in  1617  began  to  think  of  another  removal.     It 

*  Such  was  the  rapid  grow.th  of  the  Protellant  intereft,  that  in  1563,  only 
forty-lJK  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  reformation  by  Luther,  there 
were  in  France  alune  two  thuufand  one  huudred  and  (ifiy  ailcmblies  gf  Pro- 
tcltanU. 

t  Prince's  New-England  CIvonolofy,  Part.  I.  p.  4. 
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WM  {migiard,  that  if  •  better  and  caflcr  place  of  living  could  b« 
had,  numbers  would  join  them.  I'he  morala  of  the  Dutch  were 
too  diflblute,  and  they  were  afraid  that  their  offapring  would 
become  irreligioua.  Bcfidc,  they  had  an  ardent,  noble,  and 
godly  defire,  of  laying  a  foundation  for  fpreading  the  religion  of 
Jel'ua  over  the  remote  region*  of  the  earth,  and  of  handing 
down  to  future  agea,  what  they  thought  to  be  the  pure  and  uii* 
adulterated  worihip  of  the  great  Jehovah.  They  therefore  di- 
re£lrd  their  views  to  America.  To  thofe  who  .hjcfted — ilie 
length  and  danger  of  the  voyage,  the  difficulties  and  calamities 
to  which  they  ihould  be  expofed,  the  barbarities  and  treacheries 
of  the  Indians,  and  their  inability  to  fupport  the  expcnce — it 
was  anfwered,  "  The  difficulties  are  not  invincible,  and  may 
be  overcome  by  fortitude  and  patience  ;  the  ends  propoCed  are 
good  and  honorable ;  the  calling  lawful  and  urgent ;  the  blel- 
fing  of  God  may  therefore  be  expected.  We  live  but  as  exiles 
now,  and  arc  in  a  poor  condition.  The  truce  with  the  Spani- 
ards is  hadening  to  a  clofe.  Nothing  but  preparations  for  war 
are  going  forward.  The  Spaniards  may  be  as  cruel  as  the  fa. 
vagea  *,  and  famine  apd  peflilence  may  be  as  fore  in  Holland  at 
in  America." 

After  ferious  and  folemn  application  to  God  for  direClion, 
they  concluded  on  carrying  the  propofal  of  croffing  the  Atlantic 
into  execution,  intending  to  live  in  a  diftinft  body  by  them, 
felvds,  under  the  general  government  of  the  Virginia  Company, 
and  to  fue  to  his  majefty,  King  James,  for  full  liberty  and  freedom 
of  confcienct. 

The  Virginia  Company  granted  them  a  patent,  with  as  ample 
privileges  as  they  could  ;  but,  notwithflanding  the  great  in- 
tereft  made  by  gentlemen  of  the  firfl  charafter,  and  by  the  chief 
fecretary  of  flate,  the  king  and  bishops  refufed  to  allow  the 
refugees,  though  at  the  didance  of  three  thoufand  miles,  liberty 
of  confcicnce  under  the  royal  leal.  All  they  could  obtain  from 
his  majefty,  was  a  promifc  that  he  would  connive  at,  and  not 
molcft  them,  provided  they  carried  themfclves  peapeably  ;  but  ho 
would  not  tolerate  them  by  his  public  authority.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion  it  was  wifely  obfervcd,  "  If  his  majefty's  promife  is  no 
fecurity,  a  further  confirmation  will  be  of  little  value  ;  though  it 
has  a  feal  as  broad  as  the  houic-floor,  it  will  not  ferve  tlie  turn, 
for  there  will  be  means  enough  found,  when  wanted,  to  recall  or 
reverie  it  ;  and  we  muft  reft  herein  on  God's  Providence." 
Tliis  reafoning,  and   the  hope  of  being  placed  beyond  the  reach 
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©f  ccclefiaflical  eourts,  prevailed,  They  refolved  to  venture  • 
and,  after  long  attendance,  much  cofl  aqd  labour,  obtained  a 
|>atent. 

Th«y  agreed,  that  the  minor  part  of  younger  and  ftrongef 
Inen,  with  Mr<  Brewftfer,  an  elder  of  the  church,  fhouM  go 
firft,  and  that  their  paflor,  Mr,  RoMnfon,  fhould  renvain  behind 
with  the  majority,  for  a  future  favourable  oppoftuWitiy.- 

The  colony  ddflined  for  Atnerica  failed  from  Dclft-Havc|t 
for  Southampton  on  the  2  ad  of  July,  $620,  and  there  met  a  {hip, 
having  fome  Cngli(h  friends  on  board,  who  propofpd  removing 
With  them.  Both  veffels  proceeded  io  fea,  but  returned  twice 
into  port,  on  account  of  defefts  in  the  one  from  Delft,  which 
was  difmifled.  Part  of  the  company  returned  to  London,  the 
remainder  betook  themfelves  to  thefliip,  and  failed  from  Plymouth 
the  6th  of  September.  After  many  delays,  difficulties,  and  dan- 
gers, they  made  Cape  Cod  at  break  of  day  on  the  gf  h  of  I^ovem- 
ber,  and  entered  the  harbour  on  the  jQth, 

It  was  their  intention  to  have  fettled  at  the  mouth  of  Hud- 
fon's  river ;  but  the  Dutch,  intending  to  plant  a  colony  there  of 
their  own,  privately  hired  the  mafter  of  the  fliip  to  cont|"ivc 
delays  in  England,  and  then  to  condu£b  them  to  thefe  northern 
coafts,  and  there,  under  pretence  of  ihoals  ?nd.  winter,  to  dif- 
courage  them  from  venturing  to  the  place  of  deftination.  Thi^ 
is  confidently  aflerted  by  the  hiftorians  of  tliat  time.  Although 
Cape  Cod  Jiarbour  was  good,  the  country  around  was  landy  and 
barren,  Thefe  were  difcoijraging  circumftances ;  but  the  feafon 
being  far  advanced,  they  prudently  determined  ^o  make  the  bell 
of  their  prelent  fituatiou. 

As  they  were  not  withip  the  limits  of  their  patent,  and  con- 
fequently  not  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Virginia  Company, 
they  concluded  it  neceffary  to  eftablifli  a  feparate  government 
for  themfelves.  Accordingly,  before  they  landed,  having  de- 
voutly given  thanks  to  God  for  their  lafc  arrival,  they  formed 
themlelvcs  into  a  body  politic,  by  a  fokmn  contrail,  to  which 
they  all  fublcribed,  thereby  making  it  the  bufis  of  their  govern- 
ment. They  chofe  Mr.  John  Cai  vcr,  a  gentleman  of  piety  and 
approved  abilities,  to  be  their  governor  for  the  fjrfl  year,  This 
was  on  the  j  ith  of  November,  1620.  > 

Their  next  objeft  was  to  fix  on  a  convenient  place  for  fct- 
tlement.  In  doing  this  they  were  obliged  to  encounter  numerous 
dlfhculties,  and  to  fufTcr  incredible  hinHhips.  M.iny  of  them 
were  fick  in  confequence  of  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage;  their 
provifions  were  bad — ihe  leafon  was  uncuinmoiily  old — -the  Int 
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ins,    though    afterwards,    friendly,    were    now   hoftile— and 

iy  were  unacquainted  with  the  coaft.     Thefe  difficulties  they 

Irmounted,  and  on  the  gift  of  December  they  were  all  fafcly 

)ded  at  a  place,  which,  in  grateful  conjmemoration  of  Plymouth 

England,  the  town  which  they  laft  left  in  their  native  land, 

ley  called  Plymouth.     This  is  the  firtt  Englifl>  town  that  was 

tiled  in  New- England. 

i  In  'fome  of  their  excurfions  in  fearch  of  a  fuitable  place  for 
ttleirjcnt,  they  found  buried  feveral  bafkets  of  Indian  porn, 
the  amount  of  ten  bulhcls,  which  fortunately  ferved  them  for 
jariting  the  neJct  fpring,  and  perhaps  was  the  means  of  preferv- 
Ig  them  from  peridiing  with  hunger.  They  made  diligent 
Iquiry  for  the  owners,  whom  they  found,  and  afterwards  paid 
le  full  value  of  the  corn. 

[Before  the  end  of  November,  Sufanna,  the  V/ife  of  William 
Hiite,  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  they  cajlcd  Peregrine ;  he 
fuppofed  to  have  been  tjie  firft  child  of  Europeari  pxtraftion 
btn  in  New- England. 

The  whole  company  that  landed  confifted  of  but  one  hi;n. 
[ed  and  one  fouls;   their  fituation  was  dlftrefling,    and   their 
fofpeft  truly   difmal  and  difcouraging.     Their   neareft   neigh- 
burs,    except   the  natives,    were  a   French    fettlement  at   Port 
jyal,  and  one  of  the  Englifh  at  "Virginia,     The  neareft  of  theie 
)S   five  hundred  miles  from   them,    and  utterly  incapable  of 
jfording  them  relief  in  a  time  of  famine  and  danger.     Wherever 
ley  turned  their  eyes,   diftrcfs  was  before   them.     Perfecuted 
[r  religion  in   their  native  land — grieved   for  the  profanation 
the  Sabbath,  and  other  licentiournel's  in  Holland — fatigued  by 
long    and   boifterous    voyage — difappointed    through   the 
rachery  of  their  commander  of  their  expe^ed  country — forced 
a  dangerous  and  unknown  fliore,  in  the  advance  of  a  cold 
Inter — lurrounded    by    hoftile   barbarians,    without   any   hope 
human  fuccour — denied  the   aid   or  favour  of  the  court  of 
Ingland — without   a  public    promife  of  a  peaceable    enjoyment 
their  religious  liberties — worn   out   with  toil  and  fuftcrings 
^d  without   convenient  fhclter  from  the  rigours  of  the  weather, 
-Such  were  the  profpefts,  and  I'uch  the  fituation  of  thefe  pious 
llitary   Chriftians;   and,    to   add   to  their   diftrelfes,  a   general 
kd  very  mortal  fickncfs  prevailed  among  them,  which    iwept 
forty-fix  of  their  number  before   the  opening  of  the   next 
|nng.     To  fupport  them  under  thefe  tiiaLs,  the.y  had  need  of 
the  aids  and   comforts  which   Chvillianity   affords;  and  thefe 
nc  fufBcicnt.     The  free  and   unmokni.'d  cnjoymcfi!;  of  their 
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religion  reconciled  them  to  tlieir  humble  and  lonely  fituation—. 
they  bore  their  hardlhips  with  unexampled  patience,  and  per* 
fevered  in  their  pilgrimage  of  almofl  unparalleled  trials,  with 
fuch  refignation  and  calmnefs,  as  gave  proof  of  great  piety  and 
unconquerable  virtue. 

It  would  have  been  aftonifhing,  had  not  thefe  planters  car- 
ried with  them  opinions  favourable  to  libd-ty.  The  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  Elizabeth  and  James  produced  a  fpirit  of  inquiry, 
and  induced  the  fufferers  and  others  to  canvafs  the  equity  of 
thofe  powers  which  were  fo  improperly  exercifed.  When  the 
film  of  prejudice  was  removed,  it  was  eafy  to  defcern  that  ty- 
ranny, whether  in  Church  or  State,  could  not  be  vindicated  by 
reafon  or  revelation ;  and  that  Heaven's  permitting  it,  was  no 
more  a  countenance  to  that  than  any  other  wickednefs.  Befide, 
the  Plymouthians  had  lived  for  years  among  a  people,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  a  cruel  unrelenting 
tyrant,  whole  fovereignty  they  had  renounced.  The  frequent 
converl'ation  that  muft  have  paffed  between  the  Dutch  and 
Englifh  refugees,  muft  have  improved  the  attachment  of  the 
laft  to  the  caufe  of  freedom.  It  might  alfo  have  been  hinted 
to  them,  that  it  began  to  be  the  fentiment  of  fome  Englifh  nobles 
and  principal  commoners,  that  in  cafe  of  a  removal  to  America, 
perfons,  without  any  charter  from  the  crown,  were  at  liberty 
to  eftablilh  what  form  of  government  they  pleafed,  and  to  fct 
up  a  new  ftate,  as  fully,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  though 
they  were  making  their  firft  entrance  into  civil  lociety. 

No  wonder  then,  cfpccinlly  confidering  the  general  equality 
prevailing  among  them,  that  the  Plymouthians,  by  their  con- 
traft  before  landing,  formed  themfclves  into  a  proper  democracy; 
and  that  it  was  entered  in  the  Plymouth  records  of  1636,  "Find- 
ing, that  as  freeborn  fubjefts  of  the  ftate  of  England,  we  hither 
came  with  all  and  fingular  the  privile^;es  belonging  to  fuch;  in 
the  lirft  place  we  think  good,  that  it  be  cftablifhed  for  an  aft, 
that,  according  to  the  rights  fuppofed  to  be  wanting,  and  due 
privileges  of  the  fubjefts  aforefaid,  no  impofition,  law,  or  ordi- 
nance, be  made  or  impoled  upon  us  at  prefcnt,  or  to  com.e;  but 
fuch  as  fliall  be  made  and  impoled  by  conicnt,  according  to  the  1 
free  liberties  of  free-born  fubjefts  of  the  ftate  and  kingdom  of 
England,  and  no  otherwife."  They  meant  to  continue  their 
allegiance  to  the  crown — to  retain  their  conneftion"  with  the 
mother  country — to  adopt  the  general  laws  of  England  for  I 
the  rule  of  government,  wliercin  they  luited — and  to  be  govern 
cd  by  ihcir  own  particular  a6h  in  other  iuftances. 
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A  belter  fet  of  emigrants  never  croffcd  the  Atlantic;  "they 
were  a  plain,  frugal,  induftrious,  confcicntious,  and  loving 
people;  and,  for  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  and  confidering 
iheir  education,  poffeffcd  a  good  (hare  of  politenefs.  The  im- 
portant light  in  which  they  viewed  morality,  led  them,  in 
many  tinftances,  to  fuch  critical  exattncis,  as  would  be  deemed 
by  the  moderns  ridiculous ;  from  thence,  however,  the  commu- 
nity derived  fubftantial  benefits.  They  have  been  ftigmatifed 
as  enthufiafts,  but  nothing  like  enthufiafm  is  to  be  met  with 
in  the  records  of  any  of  their  trani'aftions,  either  civil  or  eccle- 
fiaftic.  Their  piety  indeed  was  eminent  and  fervent,  but  it  was 
alfo  rational,  and  their  religion  was  that  of  the  Bible,  and  had 
a  proper  influence  upon  their  conduft." 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1620,  King  James  figned  a  patent, 
incorporating  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  the  Marquifles  of  Buckingham 
and  Hamilton,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  Sir  Francis 
Georges,  with  thirty-four  others,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  ftiling 
them,  'The  council  eftabliflied  in  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing,  of 
New-England  in  America.'  To  this  council  he  granted  all  that 
part  of  America  which  lies  between  the  40th  and  48th  degrees, 
of  north  latitude.  This  patent  is  the  great  civil  bajis  of  all 
the  grants  and  patents  by  which  New-England  was  after- 
wards divided.  This  council  retained  the  power  veiled  in 
them  by  the  crown  until  the  year  1635,  when  they  refigncd 
their  charter. 

In  March,  1621,  Mafaflbit,*  one  of  the  mofl  powerful  Saga- 
mores of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  with  fixty  attendants,  made 
a  vifit  to  the  Plymouth  Icttlers,  and  entered  into  a  formal  and 
very  friendly  treaty  with  them,  wherein  they  agreed  to  avoid 
injuries  on  both  fides — to  punifh  offenders — to  reflore  (loleri 
goods — to  affift  each  other  in  all  jullifiable  wars — to  promote 
peace  among  their  neighbours,  &c.  MafafToit  and  his  luccefTors,  for 
fifty  years,  inviolably  oblcrvcd  this  treaty.  Tlie  Englifli  are 
much  indebted  to  him  for  his  friendfhip,  and  his  memory  will 
ever  be  refpcfted  in  New-England. 

The  Narraganfets,  difliking  the  conduft  of  MafafToit,  declared 
war  againfl  him,  which  occalioned  much  confwfion  and  fight- 
ing among  the  Indians.  The  Plymouth  colony  interpolcd  in 
favour  of  MalulToit,  their  good  ally,  and  terminated  the  dilpute, 


*  The    feat   of  MafafToit  was    at    Pakanokit,    on   Namafket    river,    which 
empties  into  Narraganfct  Kay. 
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to  the   terror   of  their  enemies ;    even   Canonicus  himfelf,  the 
terrific  Sachem  of  the  Narraganfets,  fuetl  for  peace. 

The  prudent,  friendly,  and  upright  condu6l  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony  towards  their  neighbours,  the  Indians,  fecured  their 
friendfhip  and  alliance.  On  the  13th  of  September,  162  fj  no 
lefs  than  nine  Sachems  declared  allegiance  to  King  James ;  ami 
MafafToit,  with  many  of  his  Sub-Sachems,  who  lived  around 
the  bays  of  Patuxent  and  Maffachufctts,  fubfcribed  a  writing 
acknowledging  the  King  of  England  their  majicr.  Thefe  trani, 
aftlons  are  fo  many  proofs  of  the  peaceful  and  benevolent 
dilpofition  of  the  Plymouth  fettlers ;  for  had  they  been  otHcr. 
wife  difpofed,  they  never  could  have  introduced  and  maintained 
a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives. 

On  the  10th  of  September  this  year,  the  .King  granted  to 
Sir  William  Alexander  a  patent  of  all  the  traft  of  country 
bounded  by  a  line  drawn  from  Cape  Sables  to  the  Bay  of  St. 
Mary;  thence  to  the  river  St.  Croix:  thence  north  to  Canada 
down  the    river   Gachepe ;    thence    fouth-eaft   to    Cape 
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Breton  ifland  and  Cape  Breton ;  thence  round  to  Cape  Sables ; 
with  all  feas  and  iflands  within  fix  leagues  of  the  wcflern  and 
eaftern  parts,  and  within  forty  leagues  fouthward  of  Cape  ^re- 
ton  and  Cape  Sables ;  to  be  called  Nova  Scotia,  i 

This  year,  1622,  died  Squanto,  the  friend  of  the  Englifh,  who 
merits  to  have  his  name  perpetuated  in  hiftory.  Squanto  was 
one  of  the  twenty  Indians  whom  Hunt  perfidioufly  carried  to 
Spain  ;  whence  he  came  to  I-ondon,  and  afterwards  returned  to 
his  native  country  with  the  Plymouth  colony.  Forgetting  the 
perfidy  of  thofe  who  made  him  a  captive,  he  became  a  warm 
friend  to  the  Englifh,  and  continued  fo  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
A  few  days  before  he  died,  he  de fired  the  governor  to  pray  that 
lie  might  go  to  the  Englifhman's  God  in  Heaven. 

In  March,  1624,  Mr.  Winflow,  agent  for  the  colony,  arrived, 
and,  together  with  a  good  fupply  of  cloathing,  brought  a  bull 
and  three  heifers,  which  were  the  firft  cattle  of  the  kind  in  this 
part  of  America.  From  thefe,  and  others  that  were  afterwards 
brought  over  from  England,  fprang  the  prclcnt  multitude  of 
cattle  in  the  northern  flutes.  None  of  the  domcflic  animals  were 
found  in  America  by  the  firft  I'luropean  Ictllcrs, 

At  the  dole  of  this  year,  i6.'.4,  the  plantation  of  New-Ply- 
mouth confiilcd  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  perlons,  who  lived 
in  tliirty-two  dwelling  houfcs.  Their  flock  was  a  few  cattle 
dnd  goats,  and  a  plenty  of  f'winc  and  poultry.  Tl.cir  town  was 
i;nT).ilcd  abocjt  hulF  d   mile  in  compafs.     On  a  high  mount  in  the 
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town  t)iey  1w^  ^refted  a  fort  of  Wood^  lime,  and  flohe,  and  a 
handfome  watdl  towen 

The  year  1625  is  diftinguiihcd  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.Jklr. 
Robinfon  ;  he  died  at  Leyden  in  March,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of, 
his  agen  He  was  truly  a  great  and  goc^  man,  and  lived  in  great 
|ove  and  harmony  with  his  people ;  h*  was  held  in  high  eftima* 
tion  by  all  his  acquaintance,  for  his  learning,  piety,  moderation, 
and  excellent  accomplilhrnentSt  His  death  was  laniented  as  a 
public  lofs,  and  felt  by  none  more  than  by  his  beloved  and  far- 
diftant  people  at  Plymouth*  His  fon  Ifaac  went  over  to  Ply- 
mouth where  he  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety  years.  His  defcen* 
dants  (till  liv6  in  Bartiftable   eounty,   in  Maflachufetts. 

•After  the  death  of  Mr.  Roblrifon,  the  remaining  part  of  his 
congregation  were  extremely  defirous  of  going  over  to  their 
friends  «t  Plymouth,  and  meafures  Miere  taken  for  the  purpofe  ; 
yet  it  was  not  until  the  year  1629  that  they  affected  their 
defign* 

The  Plymcuthians  having  cleared  the  way  for  other  fufferera 
to  fettle  in  America,  with  lefs  difficulty  and  danger  than  what 
they  had  experienced  ;  the  fame  of  their  planation  fpreading 
through  the  Weftern  parts  of  England,  and  the  government  in 
church  and  ftate  growing  more  and  more  oppreflive ;  the  territory 
of  the  MaffachufettS'Bay  was  purchafed  of  the  Plymouth-Couu' 
cil,  in  the  year  1628,  and  a  company  foon  formed,  who  conful* 
ted  on  fettling  a  plantation,  towhich  non-conforming  puritans  might 
emigrate  in  order  to  enjoy  their  own  principles  in  full  fecurity.— » 
Their  fufFerings  had  been  moderated  for  a  few  years  before 
Elizabeth's  death.  The  queen  was  far  advanced  in  Ijfe  j  the 
next  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  prelbyterian,  who  had  fubfcribed 
to  the  Scotch  national  covenant,  and,  with  hands  uplifted  to 
heaven,  had  pronounced,  "  The  Scotch  kirk  the  purefl  in  the 
World,  and  the  fervicc  of  the  kirk  of  England  an  evil  faid 
mafs  in  Englifh^  that  Wants  nothing  of  the  mafs  but  the  lift- 
ings 1"  he  had  interceded  for  fome  of  the  perfecuted  minifters ; 
and  the  biftiops  were  cautious  of  afting  againft  a  psfrty,  for 
whom  King  James  had  declared  ;  but  upon  his  afcerding  the 
throne,  the  fears  of  the  high  churchmen  and  the  hopes  of  the 
non-conformifts  were  foon  ended.  It  was  not  long  before  the 
king  became  in  the  church  a  furious  pcrfccutor  of  the  non- 
conformifts,  and  in  the  ftate  as  errant  a  defpot  as  his  cowardice 
would  allow.  In  ftigmatizing  for  puritans,  all  who  ftood  by 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  oppofcd  his  arbitrary  government, 
though  ftrenuous  churchmen,  he   ftrengthencd  the  caufe  of  the 
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ehurch-pUrftans :  the  former,  called  by  way  of  difti'nAion  ffate^ 
puritans,  joinihg  the  latter,  both  together  became  at  length  thd 
itaajprity  of  the  nation. 

Still  the  times  were  not  mended ;  and  the  death  of  Jamei 
made  way  fur  their  becoming  much  worfe.  Charles  took  iot 
Kis  bofom  counfellor,  in  religious  affairs,  Bi{hop  Laud,  the  moil 
unqualified  perfon  for  the  purpofe  of  any  to  be  found  in  the 
three  kingdortis  ;  he  alfo  reftgned  himfelf  up  to  the  moft  arbitrary 
councils.- 

The  lowering  profpeCb  thickened  apace  ;  the  Mafiachufetts 
Company,  therefore,  provided  a  fafe  retreat  in  feafon.  They 
applied  immediately  to  the  improvement  of  their  purChafed  ter^ 
#itory,  and  fent  out  Captain  John  Endicott  and  others,  with 
I^.i  vants,  to  begin  a  plantation,  who  arrived  at,  what  is  now 
named,  Salem,  They  loon  after  petitioned  for  a  royal  charter^ 
hoping  that  their  exigence  and  powers  would  be  thereby  fe- 
cured  and  promoted.  They  fucceeded,  and  on  the  4th  of 
iMarch,  1629,  a  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted,  making 
them  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Governor  and  Coma 
pany  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay  in  I<few-Englarid,"  with  as  full 
powers  as  any  other  corporation  in  the  realm  of  England.  The 
grant  and-  fale  of  the  Plymouth- Council  was  confirmed.  Till 
the  annuaV  ele€lion  by  the  company  could  commence,  the  gO' 
vernor,  deputy-governor,  and  eighteen  afliftaiits  were  fpecifiedii 
The  mode  of  governing^  and  of  admitting  freemen  was  pre- 
fcribed.  They  were  empowered  to  eleft  and  tctnllitute  fuch 
other  officers,  as  might  be  thought  requifite  for  the  managing  of 
their  afiPairs ;  and  to  make  laws  and  ordinances,  not'  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  f^atutes  of  the  realm,  for  the  good  of  the  faid  com- 
pany, and  the  go  'ernment  of  their  lands  and  plantation,  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof.  They  were  allowed  to  tranfport  perfons, 
whether  fubjefls  or  ftrangers,  weapons,  merchandife,  &c.  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding— fuch  was  the  difpenfing 
power  the  king  allumed.  He  alfo  exempted  them  from  paying 
cuftom  or  fubfidy  for  feven  years :  the  governor  and-  company,' 
tlu:ir  fa£lors  and  afllgns,  were  to  pay  neither  that  nor  any  taxes 
in  New-England  for  the  fame  fpace.  AU  were  freed  from 
duties  upon  goods  imported  or  exported  for  twenty-pne  years, 
except  the  old  five  per  cent,  euft-om  upon  imports  after  the 
expiration  of  the  feven  years.  All  his  majefty's  fubjefts  going 
to  and  inhabiting  the  company's  lands,  together  with  their 
children,  were  to  enjoy  all  the  liberties  of  free  and  natural  fub- 
jc£ls,  >  hin  any  of  his  dominions,  the  fame  as  though  born  in 
JtngJai.        Bclide,   the  governor   and   company   Wcm  enttufted' 
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•Wth  the  power  of  making  laws,  ordinances,  Ac.  not  contrary 
■to  the  laws  of  England;  of  lettUng  the  government  and  magi,i 
ftracy  of  the  plantation  and  its  inhabitants ;  of  naming  alt  the 
officers ;  and  of  fetting  forth  tlicir  leycral  duties,  powers,  and 
limits  ;  and  the  kin^  commanded  that  all  fuch  laws,  ordinances, 
&c.  Ihould  be  publilhed,  in  writing,  under  the  common  feal  of 
the  company,  and  thereupon  be  carefully  oblerved  and  put  intQ 
execution,  according  to  their  true  meaning.  The  charter*  does 
not  once  mention  liberty  of  confcience  or  toleration ;  though  one+ 
hiftorlan  has  inadvertently  advanced,  that  *'  free  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  was  likewife  granted  to  all  who  fhould  fettle  in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  to  worfhip  God  in  their  own  way  •^"  and 
another,J  "  the  charter  granted  toleration  to  all  Chriftians,  exr 
cept  papifts,"  The  affertions  apply  only  to  the  charter  granted 
by  King  Willian^  and  Queen  Mary. 

The  company,  in  the  exercile  of  their  chartered  powers,  deter^ 
mined,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1629,  that  a  governor  and  council 
of  twelve,  refiding  on  the  plantation,  fliould  have  the  ible  order-p 
ing  of  its  affair^  and  government.  They  appointed  Captaia 
Endicott  governor,  and  ieyen  gentlemen  going  from  England  to 
bs  counfellors,  and  dire^ed  how  the  other  five  {hould  be  ele£tedy 
together  with  a  deputy-governor  and  fecretary, 

Meflrs.  Higginfon,  Skelton,  Bright,  John  and  Samuel  Browne^ 
were  of  the  leven  counfellors  nominated  by  the  cotnpany.— 7. 
The  three  fird,  being  minifters,  had  declared  thenifelves  to  be 
of  one  judgment^  and  to  be  fully  agreed  in  the  manner  hoW  tp 
cxercife  their  miniftry.  The  company'^  committee  in  thei» 
letter  tp*  Governor  Endicott,  expreffed  good  hopes  on  account 
of  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  recommended  Mejlr^.  John  and 
Samuel  Browne  as  men  whom  they  much  reipe£ledy  being  fully 
perfuaded  of  their  fincere  affeflions  to  the  good  of  the  planta- 
tion.^ The  Minifters  and  paffengcrs  were  epifcopally  inclined 
when  they  left  England,  though  they  could  not  conform  to  nany 
ceremonies  and  cufloms.  nor  fubmit  to,  what  they  judged,  dif- 
ferent corruptions,  impofed  upon  their  confciences  by  the  king 
and  prelates  ;   they   were  alio  ftjpngly   prejudiced   againfl:  the 
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*  See  the  Chafter  in  Hutchinfon's  CpUeSion  of  Papers,  p.  t'—$^, 
'   '^Teale's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  410.  Vol.  I,  p.  543. 
J  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay.  Vol.  II.  p.  5. 
\  Suffolk  Record;. 
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feparatifts,  in  which  dafs  the  Plymouthiani  were  numbered ;  but 
long  before  they  arrived,  or  even  failed,  a  Doftor  Fuller,  a  deacon 
of  the  church  at  Plymouth,  and  well  verfed  in  its  difcipline, 
having  been  fent  for  on  account  of  a  fatal  ficknefi  which  broke 
out  among  the  emigrants  after  their  arrival  at  Salem,  had,  hy  his 
converlation  with  Captain  Endicott,  taken  off  the  ill  tSe€t  of 
common  report,  and  brought  nim  to  think  favourably  of  the 
outward  form  of  wor(hip  efpouied  by  the  Plymouthians.  The 
influence  of  the  dolor's  intercourfe  with  the  Salem  fettlers  can-, 
not  be  thought  to  have  been  confined  to  the  Captain,  When 
the  buftnefs  of  organizing  a  church  was  brought  forward  after 
the  arrival  of  the  counfellors,  the  matter  was  frequently  can- 
vafled,  and  at  length  it  was  determined  to  form  it  nearly  upon 
the  plan  of  the  one  at  Plymouth,  and  to  invite  the  latter  to  be 
preient,  by  their  meflenger$,  at  the  ordination  of  the  minifter^i 
Meffrs.  Skelton  and  Higginfon,  Notwithftanding  crofs  winds, 
the  Plymouth  me^ungers  were  time  enough  to  give  the  right 
hand  of  fellowfliip,  by  which  ceremony  the  two  churches  pro- 
fefied  mutual  affe£iion  and  communion. 

While  things  were  thus  fettling  on  the  continent,  Mr,  Mati 
thew  Craddock,  the  governor  in  £ngland,  propofed  at  the  g&r 
iferal  court,  that  for  the  advancement  of  the  plantation,  the  en^ 
cojragement  of  perfons  of  worth  and  quality  to  tranfplant  them-t 
felv<:s  and  families,  and  other  weighty  reafons,  the  government 
of  the  plantation  (hould  be  transferred  to  its  inhabitants,  and 
not  be  continued  in  iubordination  tp  the  company  at  London  : 
the  matter  was  debated,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  perfons 
preient  flxould  ferioufly  conHder  the  bufmefs  againil  the  next 
general  court ;  it  wa$  alio  requcAcd,  that  they  would  in  the  mean 
while  condu6l  themlclves  with  fuch  privacy  that  the  affair  might 
pot  be  divulged,  At  a  month's  end  they  met,  and  agreed,  that 
the  government  and  patent  fhpuld  be  fettled  in  New-i^ngland,  if 
i(  could  be  done  legaUy, 

The  advice  of  council  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  it  waa 
confidered  how  to  execute  the  projc£lcd  removal  without  of- 
fending government, 

On  the  20ih  of  Oftober  the  company,  at  a  general  couit 
proceeding  to  a  new  eleftion  of  officers,  who  were  to  repair 
to  and  fettle  in  New-England.  They  chofe  for  governor  John 
Winthrop,  Efq.  of  Groton,  in  SufTolk,  a  gentleman  well 
known  for  his  piety,  liberality,  wifdom  and  gravity.  The 
bufiners  of  transfcriing  the  patent  and  coiporaticn,  and  of  tak- 
ing over  new  fettlfvs,  was  profecuted  with  vigour.  This  enter-, 
prile  produced  a   general  rumour,  as  its  extent  and  ma^nitu4^ 
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[the  number  and  principlei  of  the  perron*  engaged  in  it;  opened 
[upon  the  public.  The  intention*  of  the  parties  being  fufpcded, 
and  jealoufies  arifing  concerning  them,  Governor  Winthrop, 
and  other  gentlemen,  to  remove  prejudices,  conciliate  th« 
minds  of  the  difafFcfted,  and  recommend  themfelves  and 
their  expedition  to  the  favourable  regards  of  all  ferious  Chrif- 
tians  of  the  epifcopal  perfuafion,  addreflTcd  their  brethren  irt 
and  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  afterwards  failed  from 
I  Yarmouth  iu  the  Iflc  of  Wight,  to  America,  April  7,  1630. 
The  company  arrived  at  Salem  on  June   12,  and  foon  after 

■  were  in  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred  perfons,  from  dif- 
ferent countries  in  England.  They  applied  themfelves  early 
to  the  forming  of  churches;  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  who 
went  from  Bofton  in  Lincolnfhire,  to  take  leave  of  his  de> 
parting  friends  at  Southampton,  having  told  them  to  advife 
with  the  Plymouthidns,  and  to  do  nothing  to  offend  them,  and 
a  precedent  exifting  in  the  church  at  Salem,  they  difmilTcd  all 

I  the  peculiarities  of  epifcopacy,  and  preferred  the  congregational 
imode  in  general.  However,  they  had  no  fettled  plan  of 
I  church  difcipline,  till  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cotton  in  1633, 
iwho  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  oracle  in  both  civil  and  fa- 
cred  matters,  and  gradually  moulded  all  their  church  admi- 
nidration,  and  thus  determined  the  ecclefiailical  conilitution  of 
I  the  colony. 

From  this  time  New-England  began  to  flourifh.     Settlements 

were  fuccefsfuliy  enterprized  at  Charleflon,  Boflon,  DorcheU 

1  ter  and  other  places,  fo  that  in  forty  years  from  this  period,  one 

hundred  and  twenty  towns  were  fettled,  and  forty  churcheji 

were  gathered.  ,  ^^  >    ^ 

The    Laudian  perfccution   was    conducted   with  unrelenting 

[fevcrity;  and  while  it  caufcd  the  de{lru6iion   of  thoufands  in 

EnglancI,   proved   to  be  a  principle  of  life  and  vigour   to  the 

'infant  fettlemcnts   in    America.     Several  men   of  eminence   ia 

England,  who  were  the  friends  and  proteftors  of  the   Puritans, 

entertained  defigns   of  fettling   in  New-England,  if  they  fliould 

■  fail  in  the  mcaiures  they  were  purfuing  for  the  eftablifliment  of 
[the  liberty,  and  the   reformation   of  the   religion   of  their  own 

country.     They  folicited  and  obtained  grants  in  New-England, 

and  were  at  great  pains  in   fettling   them.      Among    thefc  palen^ 

jtces  were  the  Lords  Brook,   Say  and   Seal,    the    Pefl^ams,   the 

Hampdens,    and  the    Pyms;    names   which    afterwards  appeared 

with  great   eclat.     Sir  Matthew   Boynton,   Sir  William  Confta- 

|hlc,  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig,  and  OlivcK  Cromwell,  were  aftually 

I  upon  the  point  of  embarking  for   New-England,  when  Arch- 
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bifliop  LaudI,  unwilling  that  fo  many  objefts  of  his  hatre^ 
Ihould  be  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  his  power,  applied  for, 
and  obtained  an  order  from  the  court  to  put  a  (lop  to  thefa 
tranlportations.  However,  he  was  not  able  to  prevail  fo  far 
as  to  hinder  New-England  from  receiving  vaft  additions,  09 
well  of  the  clergy,  who  were  filenced  and  deprived  of  their 
living  for  non-conformity,  as  of  ^he  laity  vho  adhered  to  their 
opinions. 

It  was  in  the  fpring  of  this  year,  1630,  that  the  or  eat  con- 
8PIKACV  was  entered  into  by  the  Indians  in  all  parts,  from 
the  Narraganfets  round  to  the  eaflward,  to  extirpate  the  Englifli. 
The  colony  at  Plymouth  was  the  principal  obje£l  of  this  con- 
fpiracy ;  they  well  knew  that  if  they  could  etFe£fc  the  dedruc- 
tion  of  Plymouth,  the  infant  fettlement  at  Maflachui'etts  wpulii, 
fall  an  eaiy  facrihce.  They  laid  their  plan  with  muph  art. 
Under  colour  of  having  fome  diverfion  at  Plymouth,  they  in- 
tended to  have  fallen  upon  the  inhabitant^,  and  thus  to  have 
cffeflcd  their  defign.  But  their  plot  was  diiclofed  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Charlcfton  by  John  Sagamore,  an  Indian,  who  ha4 
always  been  a  great  friend  to  the  £nglifli.  The  t^eachemus 
defign  of  the  Indians  alarmed  the  Englifh,  and  induced  them 
to  ere£l  forts  and  maintain  guards,  to  prevent  any  fuch  fatal 
Ijurprize  in  future,  Thefe  preparations,  and  the  firing  of  thq 
great  guns,  fo  terrified  the  Indians,  that  they  difperfed,  relin- 
quifhed  their  deiign,  and  de<:lared  tbemlelvci  the  fnends  of  th^ 
Englifh. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts,  untif 
the  emigration  ceafed,  through  a  change  of  affars  in  England,  in 
1640,  there  arrived  in  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  veffels 
^bout  twenty  one  thoufand  two  hundred  fettlers,  men,  women,  and 
children,  or  four  thoufand  families,  but  they  did  not  all  confine 
themlelvcs  to  the  Maffachufetts.  Thcfe  lettjers  were  no  lefs 
firenuous  for  their  own  particular  rights  and  advantages  than 
the  Plymouthians.  When,  therefore,  the  governor  and  com- 
pany removed  from  London  to  the  MalLichuletts,  they  renoun- 
ped  the  appearance  of  a  corporation,  and  aiiumed  the  form  of 
a  commonwealth,  varying,  as  it  I'uited  them,  from  the  direftions 
qf  the  charter.  The  change  of  place  and  circumftances  pre- 
vented their  keeping  to  it  in  certain  inflances,  though  not  in 
others:  but  they  could  eafily  fatisfy  themlelves  as  to  any  viola- 
tions, for  "  they  apprehended  themfclves  fubjcft  to  no  other 
Jaws  or  rules  of  government,  than  what  arol'e  from  nutural  rca- 
fon  4n4  the  principles  of  equity,  except  any  pofitivc  rules  froq^ 
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Wit  word  6f  God."*  Perfons  of  influence  among  them  held^ 
[that  birth  was  no  neceflary  caufe  of  fubjeftioni  for  that  the 
[fubjcA  of  any  prince  or  ftate  had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to 
(any  other  (late  or  quarter  of  the  world,  when  deprived  of  li- 
fberty  of  confcience,  and  that  upon  I'uch  removal  his  fubjeAion 
[teafed.  They  called  their  own  a  voluntary  civil  fubje£lionf 
larifing  merely  from  a  mutual  compad  between  them  and  the  ^ 
[King,  founded  upon  the  charter.  By  this  compaA,  they  ac- 
iknowledged  themfelves  bound,  fo  that  they  could  not  be  fub- 
jeft  to,  or  feek  prote£lion  from,  any  other  prince,  neither  could 
Imake  law$  repugnant  to  thofe'  of  England,  &c.  but  on  the 
[other  handj  they  maintained  that  they  were  to  be  governed  by 
[laws  made  by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  of  their  own  ele6ling.f 
They  meant  to  be  independent  of  Englilh  parliaments,  and 
[therefore,  when  th'*tr  intimate  friends  were  become  leading 
jhiembers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  aind  they  were  advifed,  oii 
[account  of  the  great  liberty  to  which  King  Charles  left  the 
Iparliaimerit,  to  fend  over  fomei  to  foUci^  for  them,  and  had  hopM 
Igivtr  that  they  might  obtain  much,  the  governor  and  afliftants, 
[ifrer  meeting  in  council  upon  the  occafion,  "declined  the 
ItnoMon,  on  this  confideration,  that  if  they  fliould  put  themfelves 
limder  the  prote£lion  of  the  parliament,  they  mud  then  be 
fubje£l  to  all  fuch  laws  as  they  fliould  make,  or  at  leafi  fucK 
IS  they  might  impofe  upon  them,  in  which  cafe,  though  they 
lould  intend  their  good,  yet,  it  might  prove  very  prejudicial 
lo  them/' I 

Whatever  app'robaf  ion '  fuCh   fentiments  may  meet  with  froiri 

iht  friends  of  liberty,  thefe  muft  regret  the  inconfiftcncies  to 

^hich   human  ndtute  is  fubjeft,  in   thofe   very  perfons  whofe  ^ 

[ixperiente     fhould    have    taught    them,    to    do  unto    otlfjefs, 

is   they  would  that  others   fhould  have  done   unto  them,  when 

Ihey   themfelves   were    fUfFerirtg   under  the   rclentlefs  hand  of 

Irbitrary  government.     But  what  is  man  t  So  early  as  the  fecond 

general  court  after  the  arrival  of  the  governor  and  company,  held! 

jMay  i8,   1631,  inftead  of  refolvirig  to  admit  all  the  fuitable  an<f 

Icferving  to  a  generous  participation  of  their  freedom,  they  paf- 

fed  the  pernicious  and  diftngenuotts  order,   '•  for   time   to    come,  n& 

lan  JhuU  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  oj  this  body  politic^  butfacli 


*  Hutchinfbn's  Lettar  of  December  7,  1762. 

f  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,  Vol.  I.  p.  251,  and  252. 

\  Extras  from  Govcraor  Wimhrop's  MS.  Hiftory. 
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«i  art  memhtrs  9J  feme  0/  tht  churches  uithin  the  limits  tf  ikt 
fame^*'*  They  Toon  after  concluded,  that  none  but  fuch  fliould 
flitrc  m  the  idminiftration  of  civil  government,  or  have  a  voice 
in  any  elcflion.  Thus  a  povtirful  and  miCchievoua  alliance  was 
formed  between  the  Churches  and  the  ftate.  The  afcendency 
of  the  clergy  was  fecured  and  much  incrtfafed,  for  no  one  could 
be  propofed  to  the  church  for  a  member,  unlefa  the  miniftcr 
allowed  it.  The  miniftera  were  confuhed  by  the  general  court 
in  all  matters  of  great  moment ;  and  nothing  was  determined  in 
fuch  cafes,  without  a  formal  reference  to  themj  who,  as  might 
be  expe£led,  ufed  their  influence  with  the  people,  to  procure 
an  approbation  of  the  meafures  which  they  thcmfelves  had 
advifed.f 

In  May,  1634,  indead  of  the  freemen's  appearing  perfon* 
ally  in  the  general  court,  they  for  the  firft  time  font  deputies, 
to  the  number  of  twenty  four.  This  was  a  variation  from  the 
diarter,  which  gave  n«  power  ro  admit  reprefentatives.  Thefe, 
with  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  afliftants^  formed  the 
legiflature  of  the  colony,  met  and  voted  together  in  one  apart- 
ment  till  March  1644,  when  it  was  ordained,  that  the  go^er* 
nor  and  afliftants  (hould  fit  apart ;  and  thus  commenced  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  as  a  diflin£l  body. 

The  general  court  aflumed  fpiritual  jurifdiflion.  Being  church 
members,  they  might  fuppofe  they  reprefentod  the  churches,  no  | 
lefs  than  the  colony.  They  would  approve  of  no  churches  after 
»  certain  period,  March  8,  1636,  unlefs  they  had  the  approbation 
of  the  magiflrates  and  elders  of  mod  of  the  churches  within  the 
colony,  nor  would  admit  to  freedom  any  of  their  members.--*  I 
They  preflcd  colonial  uniformity  in  religion,  till  they  became 
pcrfecutors, J  Whatever  apology  may  be  made  for  the  treatment 
given  to  EUscopALiANs,  Baptists,  ^nd  QuAKaas,  the  colony 
cannot  be  cleared  from  the  charge  of  perl'ecuting;  that,  however, 
will  not  juftify  thofe  who  perfccutc  with  reproaches  and  ill-will 
the  prefent  generation,  now  reprobating  the  intolerance  of  thqir 
forefathers,  which  at  that  period  was,  more  or  lefs,  the  ftain  of 
moft  religious  parties.  «« It  was  not  peculiar  to  the  MaffachufetU 
people  to  think  thcmfelves  bound  in  confcicncc  to  ufe  the  fword 
of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  convince,  or  cut  off  heretics,  that  fo 


♦  Maffdchufetts  Records,  Vol.  1. 

•f  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,  Vol.  I.  p.  424. 

%  Mafrachufetts  Records,  in  many  placet. 
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[they  might  not  infcQ  the  church,  or  injure  the   public  peace."* 
{The  true  grounda  of  liberty  of  cdnfcicnce  wcte  nut  then  knuwti 
or  embraced  by  many  fcfls  of  Chriftians. 

The  government  of  MaiTachufetts  was  in  divert  rcfpcfts  abfo- 
[lute.  Both  magi (Irates  and  general  court  ui ten  judgol  and  pu« 
nifhed,  in  a  fummary  way,  without  a  juiy,  according  to  dilcre* 
tion,  as  occafions  occurred.  It  was  four  years  before  it  -hs 
cna6led  or  ordered,  that  no  trial  (hould  pafk  upon  any  fur 
life  or  banilhmcnt,  but  by  a  jury  of  frcrmcn  :  and  within  three 
years  after,  that  law  wa^  violated  even  by  the  genernl  court. 
They  cxcrcired,  while  fitting,  Icgiflativc,  judicial  and  execu- 
tive powers— a  praflice  which  inufl  ever  be  dangerous  to 
the  rights  of  a  people,  even  when  allowed  to  their  own  annual 
\  reprefentatives. 

The  country  at  length  grew  uneafy  at  thefe  proceedings  • 
[were  fufpicious  that  the  general  court  affcfted  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, and  earneftly  expe£led  a  body  of  laws  to  dircft  and  pro- 
teft  them  in  all  their  juft  rights  and  privilcgcs.+  It  was  thtf"^ 
more  neceflary  to  comply  with  the  prevailinsj  cxpeftation,  for 
the  bufmefs  had  been  long  in  agitation  ;  not  only  fo,  but  a 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  freemen,  not  being 
[members  of  the  congregational  churches,  or  declining  to  take 
\jp  their  freedom,  in  order  to  fecure  an  exemption  from 
ferving  in  civil  offices.  It  was  not,  till  1648,  that  the  body  of 
laws  were  digeded  and  printed. 

The   conduft  of  the  colony  on   the  one  hand,   and  the  inve- 
[teracy  of  the    Englilh  adminiftration  on    the  other,  would  cer- 
tainly  have  produced  a   revocation   of   the  charter,   and   pro- 
bably  the  ruin  of  the  plantation,  had  not  the  difturbances  in 
England  prevented.     It   became  a  favourite,  upon   the  change 
[that  followed   them;   and  while  Oliver   Cromwell   ruled,    met 
[with  the  utmoft  indulgence^.     From  1640,  to  16C0,  it  approach- 
ed very  near  to  an    independent   commonweath.J     The   Houfe 
of  Commons,    in  a  memorable   relolve  of  the    10th  of  Mnrch 
1642,  paffed  in   favour  of   it,  gives  New-England  the    title   of 
[kingdom.^     The  commiflloners  for  New-England,   fcnt  over  by 


•  Mr.  John  Calendar's  Century  Sermon, 

+  Maffachufctti  Records  for  the  4th  of  November,  1646,  Vol,  I. 

j  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,  Vol.  II.  p.  2.  and  3. 

S  lb.  Vol.  I,  p.  iifi. 
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King  Charles  II.  affert  in  their  narrative,*  that  the  to\otif 
lolicitcd  Cromwell  to  be  declared  a  free  ftatc,  which  is  not 
Unlikely. 

It  has  been  alrciidv  mentioned,  that  all  the  perfonJ  paf. 
f.ng  over  to  the  Maffachuictts  did  not  confine  themftlvcs  to 
that  colony.  ^ 

In   J635,   fcvcral   families   removed   to  Connefticut  river,  by 
mutual   agreement  with   their   fellow  emigrants   that    remained 
behind.     Plantations   were   formed  at  Hartford,   Windfor,  and 
Weathcrsficld.     The  inhabitants  being  foon  after  fully  fatisfied 
that  they  were  out   of  the    Maffachuletts  limits,  and  of  courfe 
jurilfliftion,    entered    into    a   combination    among    thcmfelVes, 
became  a  body  p()lJtic,  without  reftraining  the  freedom  of  their 
civil  government   to   the   mcmberlbip   of  their    churches,   and 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  magiftrates  and  reprefentatives.     By 
the    articles   of    government,    it    was    determined     that     there 
fliould    be  annually   two  general    courts,    and    that   no  pcrlon 
jihould   be      cholen    governor  more    than   once   in   two  years. 
But   it  muft    be  obfcrved,    that   the   fame  year,   in  which  the 
families  removed  from  the  Maffachuletts,  Lords  Say  and  Brooke, 
with  other  gentlemen,  having  obtained  a  grant,  John  Winthrop, 
Klq.  was  appointed  governor,   took    poffelfion   of  Connefticut 
river,  and  began  to   crcft  a    fort,  which  he    c<tllcd  Say-Brooke, 
to  lecurc  the  mouth  of  it.     He  was  fupplied  with  m^-n,  provi- 
fions,   and  all  things  ncceffary,  by   a  veffel  from    England^   fent 
hv   the   grantees,  which   arrived   the   latter  end  of  November. 
Some    of  tlic   grantcos   had  in    contemplation    the    tranfporting 
themlclves,   families,   and  effefts,  to  the  territory  they   had  ob* 
tained  ;  but    the  dcfign  of  emigrating  was  laid  afide,  when  mat- 
ters began  to  take  a  new  turn  in  their   native  country,  and  at 
length  the  agent,   Mr   Fenwick,   was  authorized   to  difpofe  of 
their   lands,    which   were    purchaled   by    the   people   who   had 
removed  from  the  MaUachufetts. 

Two  large  fhips  arrived  at  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  1637, 
with  paffengers  from  London,  Great  pains  were  tiiken  to  pre- 
vail upon  them  to  remain  in  the  colony  ;  but  they  hoped  by 
removing  to  a  confidcrable  diftance,  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  a  generul  governor,  with  whom  the  country  was  then  threat* 
efted.  They  lent  to  their  friends  in  Connecticut  to  pur- 
chale  of  the  nativrs  the  bnds  lying  between  them  and  Hud- 
fon's  river.  They  laid  the  foundation  of  a  flouriftiing  colony,  of 
.  which  New-Haven  was  the  capital.  They,  as  Connefticut, 
formed  a  government  much  like  the  Maffachuletts,  by  a  volun- 

*  Hutchiiifou's  Collc£tion,  p-  ^zow 
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^ary  agreement,  without  any  charter,  or  comminion,  or  autho» 
rity  whatfover,  from  the  crown  or  other  powers  in  England* 
They  admitted  no  one  to  any  office,  civil  or  military,  or  to 
have  a  voice  in  any  cleft  ion,  except  he  was  a  member  of  one  of 
the  churches  in  New-England.  Thty  had  no  jury,  cither  ii» 
civil  or  criminal  cales* 

Connefticut  and  New-Haven  continued  two  diftinft  colonics 
for  many  years.  At  length  the  general  court  of  Connefticut 
determined  to  prefttr  an  addrefs  and  petition  to  Charles  II.  pro- 
feffing  their  fubjcftion  and  loyalty  to  his  Mnjefty,  and  lolicifing 
a  royal  charter,  and  John  Winthrop,  Elq.  who  had  been  choicii 
governor,  was  appointed  to  ncgociatc  the  affair  with  the  king* 
^Ic  fucceedcd,  and  a  royal  charter  was  obtained,  April  2^3,  1662, 
conflituting  the  two  colonies  for  ever  one  body  corporate  and 
politic.  New-Haven  took  the  affair  ill,  arid  for  lomc  time  de- 
clined the  union.  But  difficulties  were  amicably  fettled  at  lafl, 
jind  the  colonies  united  by  agreement. 

The  royal  charter  cflablifhed  a  kind  of  democracy  :  every 
power,  as  well  deliberate  as  aftive,  was  invefled  in  the  freem<lh 
of  the  corporation  of  their  delegates,  and  the  colony  was  under 
no  obligation  to  communicate  the  afts  of  their  local  legiflature 
to  the  king.  It  was  the  fame  as  to  the  royal  charter, 
granted  the  next  year  to  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
JPlantation^. 

Thus  the  peopling  of  thefe  colonies  was  owing  chiefly  to  the 
Puritan  Miniflers,  who,  being  fiienccd  at  home,  repaired  to 
New-England,  that  they  miglu  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience 
and  dre\y  ^fter  thiem  vafl  numbers  of  their  friends  and  favorers. 
They  amounted  to  I'evcnty-ieven  before  1641,  and  ^hough  all 
were  not  perfbns  pf  the  greateft  learning  and  abilities,  they  had 
a  better  (hare  of  each  than  moft  of  their  neighbouring  clcrffv  at 
that  period,  and  were  men  of  eminent  fobrictv  with  virtue 
plain,  fcrious,  affcftionate  preachers,  exaftly  conformable  to  the 
doftrines  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  laboured  much  to 
promote  a  reformatio^  of  manners  in  their  feveral  uarifhes. 
Many  planters,  who  accompanied  or  followed  them,  were  gen- 
tlemen of  conUderablc  fortunes,  and  of  no  mean  education  who 
fpent  their  eflates  in  New-England,  and  were  at  the  charge 
of  carrying  over  many  poor  families,  that  wore  not  able  of 
themfclvcs  to  bear  the  cxpcnce.*  The  body  pf  laity  and  clergy 
jfoUcftively  confidcred,    furnifhes   fuch   a  glorious  conflcUation 
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of  charafters,  as  would  employ  the  pen  of  a  firft-ratc  writer  to 
do  them  juftice,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  above  remarked, 
of  their  governmental  miftakes. 

The  dangers  to  which  the  New-England  colonies  were  early 
expofed,  induced  them  to  think  of  confederating  for  theii 
mutual  fafety.  Articles  were  drawn  up  in  1638,  but  they 
were  not  finiflied  and  ratified  till  the  leventh  of  September, 
J 643,  from  which  time  we  are  to  look  upon  Plymouth,  Maf- 
fachufctts,  Conncfticut,  and  New-Haven,  as  one  body,  in  re- 
gard to  all  public  tran(a£lions  with  their  neighbours,  though 
the  private  affairs  of  each  colony  were  iliU  managed  by  thoir 
own  courts  and  magiftrafcs. 

By  thcfe  articles  of  confederation,  a  Congrefs  was  formed, 
confiding  of  two  commiflioncrs  from  each  colony,  who  were 
chofcn  annually,  and  when  met,  were  confidcrcd  as  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  '*  The  United  Colonies  of  New-England."  The 
powers  delegated  to  the  commiffioners  were  much  the  fame  as 
thole  veiled  in  Congrefs  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  agreed 
upon  by  the  United  States  in  1778.  The  colony  of  Rhudc- 
dfland  would  gladly  have  joined  in  this  confederacy,  but  Mai. 
fachuletts  refufed  to  adlT>it  their  commilfioners.  This  unioi^ 
i'ubfifled,  with  fome  few  alterations,  untill  the  year  1686,  when 
all  the  charters,  except  that  of  Connctticut,  were,  in  effeft, 
vacated  by  a  con^miffion  from  James  II. 

We  now  proceed  to  confider  the  fcttlement  of  the  othe^ 
New-England  colonies. 

Mr.  Roger  Williams,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Skelton  upon  his 
deceafe,  as  pallor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  haying  been  baniihed 
from  the  Maffachufetts,  repaired  with  twelve  companions  to 
the  Narraganfct  country  in  1635,  and  had  land  given  hiin  by  the 
Indian  Sachem  Canonipus,  of  whom  he  afterwards  purchafed  the 
large  traft,  lying  between  Pawtucket  and  Pawtuxet  rivers,  the 
Great  Falls  and  the  little  Falls,  as  the  Indiau  r.rmes  figuify, 
and  ftiled  it  Providence,  "  from  a  Icnfe  of  God's  mciciful  Provi- 
dence to  him  in  his  diflrefs."  The  authority  and  power  of 
Miantonomy,  another  Sachem,  and  his  uncle  Canonicus,  awed 
all  the  Indians  round  to  afiill  him  and  his  few  affociates.  When 
the  determin;'tions  of  the  Maffachufetts  general  court,  occafioncd 
by  what  they  called  antinomian  difputes,  banifhed  many,  and 
induced  others  to  leave  the  colony,  the  heads  of  the  party 
were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner  by  Mr.  Williams, 
who  adviled  them  to  feck  a  fcttlement  on  Rhode-Hland, 
and  was  very  inlljumcntal  in  procuring  it  from  the  Indian 
Sachems.  ' 
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They,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,   incorporated  themfelves^ 
md    began   fettling   the    ifland.      The   plantations   the-c  and   at 
Providence  increafed  apace,  owing  to  the  liberal  feniments  of 
ihe  firft  lettlers;  and  in   1643,  Mr.  Williams  came  to  England 
iS  agent,  and  obtained  an  ablolute  charter  of  incorporation  of 
[providence  and  Rhode-Hland  plantations,  empowering  them  to 
rovern  thcmfelves  by  that    form  ^t hey   miglit    voluntarily  agree 
[upon.     They  agreed  upon  a  democratic.     Mr.  Williams  juflly 
Iclaims  the  honour  of  having  been  the  firft  Jegiflator  in  the  world, 
[in  its  latter  ages,  who  cffeftually  provided  for  ^nd  eftahlifhed  a 
[free,    full,    and  ablolute  liberty  of  confciencc.      Thi?   was   the 
[chief  cauie  that  united  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  thofe 
[of  Providence,    and    made  them   one   people,   and  one  colony. 
[The  foundation  principle  on   which  this  colony  was  firft  f-ttledi 
was,  that  "every  man   who    fubmits  peaceably  to  the  civii     11- 
l^hority,  may  peaceably  worlhip  God  according  to  the  d  0  -os  of 
[his  own  conlcience  without  rnolcftation."     And  when  the  colony 
[was  applied  to  in  1656,  by  the  four  United  Colonies,  "  to  joiii 
[them  in  taking  effeftual  methods  to  fupprefs  the  Qr/ikers,  and 
[prevent  their  dotlrines  being  propagated  in  the  counti-y;"  the 
airembly  returned  for  anfwcr,     "We  fhall    ftriftly  adhere  to  the 
[foundation  principle  on  which  this  colony  was  firft  fettled." 

In   July   8th,    1663,    Charles  II.    granted  an   ample   charter, 

[whereby  the  colony  was  made  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by 

[the  name   of  the   Governor   and  Company  of  the  Englijh    Colony 

\of  Rhode- IJland  and   Providence   Plantations  in  New-England  in 

lAmerica.      The   charter  rcfervcd  only   allegiance  to  the    King, 

without  the  imallcft  (hare  of  the  Icgiflative  or  executive  powers. 

A   writ  of  quo    zvarravto  was  iffued  out  againft  the   colony, 

which  was  brought  June  26,    1686.     The  affembly  determined 

[not  to  ftand  I'uit.     After  the  revolution,  they  were  allowed  by 

j  government  to  refume  their  charter,  no  judgment  having    been 

given  againft  it. 

New-Hamplhire   and  the   Main  were  fettled  about   the    fame 

time     with    the    Mallachulctts,    the     foniicr    by   Captain    Jolm 

Malbn,    and  the  latter  by   Sir   R.   Gorges,    who     had  obtained 

[grants  of  land  from   the   Plymouth    Council,    and  whole  viewj 

iwcre  to  enrich  themfclves,  by  the   fifliing  trade  at  lea,  and  the 

I  beaver  trade  on  fhorc.     Religion  had  little  concern  in  the  Icttle- 

mcnts ;   but    it  had    I'ome  in   the   y^lantation    of  Exeter,    on   the 

river  Pafcataqua,    which    was   bei^nn    by    Mr.    Wheelwright,    a 

Iminiftcr   banilhed   from  the    MaiVachulctts,    on    account   of  the 

aminomian  diilcnrions    with  which  the  colony  was  convulfcd. 
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and  by  a  number  of  his  adherents.    They  farmed  themfelvei 
into  a   body  politic.      Three  other  diflinfl  governments  were  I 
alio  ellablifhed  on  the  branches  of  the  faid  river.     Thefe  govern, 
ments  being  altogether  voluntary,  had  no  fecurity  as  to  their 
continuance ;  and  the  I'everal  fettlers  were  too  divided  in  opinion 
to    form   any   good  general   plan  of  permanent    adminiflration 
Therefore  the  more  confidcrate  among  them  treated  with  the 
Maflachufetts  about   taking   them  under  its   prote£lion,    which 
fully  fuited  the  wifties  of  that  colony,  as  it  ^(Forded  the  heads 
of  it  the  opportunity  of  realizing  the  cpnftruftion  they  had  pw 
upon  a  claufe  of  their  charter,  by  which   they  extended  their 
line  fo  as  to  comprehend  both  New-Hampfhire  and  the  Maine. 
The  bufmefs  terminated  in  the  incorporation  of  the  two  colo 
nics,    on  condition   that  the  inhabitants  of  each   fhould  enjoy 
equal  privileges :  they  continued  long  united,  and  \ycrc  pf  one 
heart  and  mind  in  civil  and  religious  affairs.*     When  feparated 
by  the  King's  commiflion  for  the  government  of  New-Hampftiire, 
the  new  affcmbly  at  their  firft  meeting,  in  a  letter  of  March  25J 
1680,  to  the  governor  of  the  Maffachufetts,  to  be  communicated  I 
to  the  general  court,  expreffed  their  full  fatisfa£lion  in  the  paft  | 
conne£lion,  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  care  that  had  been  exercwed 
over  them,  and  of  their  having  been  well  governed,  and  an  un. 
feigned  defire  that  a  mutual  correfpondence  between  them  migh{ 
be  iettled.+ 

The  towns  in  the  province  oP  Maine,  after  a  time,  fell  into  1 
a  (late  of  confuHon.  The  Maflachufetts  took  that  opportunity 
for  encouraging  the  difpofition  which  prevailed  in  many  of  I 
the  inhabitants  tp  fubmit  to  their  jurifdiftion ;  and  to  forward 
their  compliance,  granted  the  people  larger  privileges  than  were  | 
enjoyed  by  their  own,'  for  they  were  all  freemen  upon  taking 
the  oath,  whereas  every  where  elfe  no  one  could  be  made  free 
unlefs  he  was  a  churph  ipember^  The  province  was  made  a 
county  by  the  name  of  Yorklhire ;  and  the  towns  fent  repre. 
lentatives  to  the  general  court  at  Pnfton.  Though  the  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  content  to  this  regulation, 
great  oppofuion  wag  made  by  fome  principal  perfons,  who  fevere- 
ly  reproached  the  Maffachufetts,  for  ufing  force  in  order  to 
reduce  the  province ;  hut  the  people  experienced  the  benefit  of 
it,  and  were  contented.  They  continued  in  union  with  the 
Mafl'achufetts  until  1665,  when  a  ihort  feparation  commenced; 
after  which  they  were  again  united. 


•  Hutchinfon**  HiHory,  vol.  I.  p.  865. 
+  Ibicl.  p.  328. 
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Having  tiius  given  a  (ketch  of  the  fettlement  of  New-England, 
ind  the  remainder  of  its  hiftory  being  conneftcd  with  that  of 
Ihe  general  cofederacy,  we  (hall  proceed  to  give  a  concife  view 
)f  its  different  States  as  they  now  (land,  attaching  to  each  a  nar- 

ition  of  fuch  particulars  as  are  not  interwoven  in  the  general 

liftory  of  the  union,* 

•  If  the  reader  wilhes  to  obtain  a  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of 
llNeW'England,  he  is  referred  to  Hutchinfon's  Hidory  of  Mairachufetts— Hazard's 

liftorical  CoileAions,  410.  s  vol*. — Belknap's  Hiilory  of  New-Hampfliire — The 
Brft  letter  ia  Dr.  Gordon's  Hiftory  of  the  American  Revolution — Governor  Win- 

lirop's  Journal— Chalmcr's  Political  Annals— and  Gooldn's  Hiftorical  Collec- 
tions of  the  Indians  in  New-England,  publifticd  in  fiollon  by  tbe  Hiftorical 
Socictyt  111  the  American  Apollo,  179a. 
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HIS  State  is  fituated  between  42°  44'  and  45 ^^  N.  latitude, 
and  1°  35'  and  3°  30'  E.  longitude  from  Philadelphia;  its  length 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  Its  breadth  about  feventy  : 
it  Is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lovfrer-Canada,  eaft  by  Connefticut 
river,  which  divides  it  from  New-II.xmpfhIre,  fouth  by  MafTachu- 
fetts,  and  weft  by  New- York  ;  the  Green  Mountain  runs  from 
fouth  by  north  through  it,  and  divides  the  State  rtearly  in  the 
middle.  1 

This  traft  of  country,  called  Vermont,  before  the  late  war, 
was  claimed  bo.h  by  New- York  and  New-Hampfhlre  ;  and  thefe 
interfering  claims  have  been  the  occadon  of  much  warm  alterca- 
cation,  the  particulars  of  which  It  would  be  neither  entertaining 
nor  ufeful  to  detail.  Thefe  claims  were  rot  finallj'  adjufted  till 
fmce  the  peace.  On  the  commencement  of  hotUlItles  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  the  inhabitants  of  this  diflrfft, 
confidering  themfclvcs  as  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  not  within  the 
jurifdie^ion  either  of  New-York  or  New  Hampfhire,  affociated  and 
formed  for  themfelves  a  conftitutlon,  under  which  they  have  con. 
tinned  to  exerclfe  all  the  powers  of  an  independent  ftate,  and  have 
profpered.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1791,  agreeably  to  a£l  of  Con- 
grefs  of  December  6th,  1 790,  this  State  became  one  of  the  United 
States,  and  conftitntes  the  fourteenth,  and  not  the  leaft  refpeflable 
pillar  in  the  American  Union. 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE.    * 

The  climate  of  this  State 'Is  In  a  very  confiderable  degree  favour- 
able both  to  man 'and  vegetation.  The  winter  feafon  commonly 
lails  from  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  middle  of  April,  dur- 
ing which  the  Inhabitants  enjoy  a  ferene  fi<y  and  a  keen  cold  air. 
Snow  begins  to  fiill,  commonly,  by  the  firft  of  November ;  but  the 
permanent  fnovvs  do  not  fall  till  about  the  icthof  December,  which 
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prevent  the  ground  freezing  to  any  confiderablc  depth.  In 
April  the  fnow  is  gradually  diffolvcd  by  the  warm  influ- 
ences of  the  fun,  which  moifteas  and  enriches  the  earth,  and 
vegetation  advances  with  furprifing  rapidity. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

This  State,  generally  fpeaking,  is  hilly,  but  not  rocky  ;  north- 
ward to  the  Canada  line  it  is  flat;  ,the  country  at  large  is  well 
watered,  having  Michifcoui,  Lamoille,  Onion,  and  Otter 
Creek  rivers,  yrhich  rua  acrofs  it  from  caft  to  weft  into 
Lake  Champlain  ;  Weft,  Sexton's  Black,  Watcrquechcc,  White, 
Oinpovnpanoofuck,  Weld's  Wait's,  PaiTumfi*-k  and  fcvcral 
fmaller  rivers,  which  run  from  weft  to  caft  into  C-onncfticut 
liver.  Over  the  river  ^.amoillc  is  a  natural  ftone  bridge,  ieven 
or  eight  rods  in  length.  Otter  Creek  is  navigable  for  boats 
fifty  miles ;  the  banks  of  this  river  arc  excellent  land,  being 
annually  overfiowed  and  enriched.  White  river  takes  it?  name 
from  the  peculiar  whitenels  of  its  water,  mauled  by  the  clear 
white  ftoncs  and  gravel  which  conftitute  the  bed  of  this  river 
quite  to  its  fource.  This  peculiarity  deceives  people  in  regard 
to  its  depth.  It  rifes  in  jthc  center  of  the  ftate,  flows  through 
a  rich  t raft  of  country  free  from  fwamps,  and  empties  into 
the  Conne£licut  four  miles  below  Dartmouth  College,  and  is 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  fonie 
diftancc  from  its  mouth.  OmpompanoofucJj.  is  a  (hort,  furious 
iiver,  not  more  than  forty  or  ^fty  yards  wide,  emptying  into 
the  Conncfticut  at  Norwich.  Weld's  is  iilfo  a  fl^ort  and  rJfpid 
river,  forty  yards  acrofs.  Paffumfick  is  orae  hundred  yards 
wide,  and  noted  for  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  falmon  it 
produces ;  on  this  river,  which  is  fettled  twenty  milej  up,  ar^ 
fome  of  the  beft  townfliips  in  the  State. 

Lakes  Mcmphremagng,  Willoughby  and  Bomba^on,  are  alfo 
Jn  this  State.  The  former  is  the  refervoir  of  three  confidera- , 
ble  ftrcams.  Black,  Barton,  and  Clyde  rivers.  One  of  thefe 
rifes  in  Willoughby  lake,  and  forms  a  communication  betweet) 
that  and  lake  St.  Peter's,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence  ;  ilTuing 
from  Willoughby's  la^e,  it  emptier  into  Mcraphrcmagog,  and 
thence,  by  the  name  of  St.  Francis,  empties  into  the  St.  Peter, 
I'his  river  is  not  all  the  way  navigable,  othcrwife  it  would 
afford  a  communication  of  very  great  importance  to  the  northerr> 
part  of  this  State,  as  the  fettlers  might  tranfport  their  produc? 
with  great  cafe  to  Montreal  or  Quebec,  Willoughby's  lake  fiwv 
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nlfhcs  fifli  rcfembling  bafs,  of  an  excellent  flavour,  wcigliing 
from  ten  to  thirty  pounds.  They  form  a  mojl  delicious  fca/i 
/or  the  new  fettkrs  :  people  travel  twenty  miles  to  this  lake  to 
procure  a  winter's  ftock  of  this  fi{h.  Lake  Bombazon,  in  the 
ccymty  of  Rutland,  gives  rife  to  a  branch  of  PouUncy  River. 

Befides  thefe  rivers  and  lakes  there  are  feveral  oth.er  fprings, 
ponds,  and  other  coUeftions  of  water,  which  are,  in  general, 
remarkably  clear,  and  afford  abundance  of  trout,  perch,  and 
other  frefh  water  fifli. 

The  principal  mountain  in  this  State  is  the  one  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  which  divides  the  State  nearly  in  the  centrr, 
l^etween  Connefticut  river  and  lake  Charnplain.  The  afccnt 
from  the  eaft  to  the  top  of  this  mquntain  is  nriiich  eafier  than 
from  the  weft,  till  you  get  to  Onion  river,  where  the  mountain 
terminates.  The  height  of  land  is  generally  from  twenty  to 
thirty  miles  from  the  river,  and  about  the  fame  di fiance  from  the 
Nev/-York  line.  The  rjatural  growth  upon  this  mountain  is 
hemlock,  pine,  fpruce,  and  other  evergreens ;  hence  it  has  always 
•  a  green  appearance,  and  on  this  account  has  obtained  the  dcf- 
criptive  name  of  Yer  Mons,  or  Green  Mountain.  On  fomc 
high  parts  of  this  piountain  fpow  lies  till  May,  and  fometiinis 
till  June.  This  chain  of  rnountains  paflcs  through  Maffiichulctts 
and  Connefticut,  and  terminates  in  ^s^ew-IIaven. 

Another  noted  mopntain  in  this  State  is  Afchutpfy,  border- 
ing on  Connefticut  river,  in  the  townfhips  of  Windfor  and 
Weathersfield,  and  Upper  Great  Monadnock,  quite  in  the  north- 
cad  corner  of  the  State. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  hills  and  mountains  are  generally 
covered  on  the  eaft  fides  with  what  is  called  hard  wood,  fuch  as 
birch,  beech,  maple,  afli,  elm,  and  butternut ;  and  the  weft  fide 
}s  generally  covered  with  eycrgrcens. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  ^c. 

The  foil  of  Vermont  affords  the  beft  of  paftumge  ;  Tome  ot 
the  fineft  beef  cattle  in  tVe  world  are  driven  from  this  State; 
horfes  alfo  are  raifed  for  e5<port:nion.  The  natural  growth 
upon  the  rivers  is  white  pines  of  feveral  kinds,  intermingled 
with  low  intervales  of  beech,  elm,  and  white  oak.  Bark  froii; 
the  rivers  the  land  is  thickly  timbered  with  birch,  fugar  maple, 
afh,  butternut,  and  white  oak  of  an  excellent  quality  :  a 
great  part  is  well  adapted  for  tillage,  and  the  Ibil  is  natural 
for  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  flax,  hemp,  &c.  Indian  corn, 
back  from  the  river,   is  frequently   injured  by  the  froft ;   but  on 
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the  river  it  is  laifcd  in  as  great  pcrfcftion  as  in  any  part  of 
New-England,  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  fogs  arifing 
from  tl>e  river,  which  either  prevent  or  cxtraft  the  froft  :  thcfe 
fogs  begin  as  foon  a$  the  corn  is  an  danger  from  frofts,  and  laft 
till  mild  weather  commences.  Fruit  trees,  in  the  noithcra 
counties  of  this  State,  do  not  profpcr. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  &c. 

This  State  is  divided  into  feVcn  counties,  viz.  Addison, 
Bennington,  Chjttkndon,  Rutland,  Orange,  Windsor, 
and  Windham  ;  the  four  firft  of  thefe  are  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Green  Mountain,  and  the  three  latter  on  the  eaft. 

Thefe  counties  are  divided  into  upWards  of  two  hundred 
townfhips,  which  are  generally  fix  miles  fquare  ;  in  every  town- 
Ihip  is  a  referve  of  two  rights  of  land,  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  each,  one  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  pub- 
lic fchools,  the  other  to  be  given  in  fee  to  the  firft  minifter  who 
fettles  in  the  townfliip.  A  part  of  the  townlhips  was  granted 
by  the  government  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  other  by  that  of 
Vermont.  In  thole  townihips  granted  by  the  former,  a  right  of 
land  is  relerved  for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts ; 
in  thofe  granted  by  the  latter,  a  college  right,  and  a  right 
for  the  fupport  of  county  grammar  fchools,  are  referved  :  in 
thefe  rcl'ervations  liberal  provifion  is'  made  for  the  fupport  of 
the  gofpel,  and  for  the  promotion  of  common  and  collegiate 
tducation. 
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CHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 

In  a  new  and  Interior  country,  large,  populous  towns  are 
not  to  be  expcfted.  Bennington,  fituated  near  the  S.  W. 
corner  of  the  State,  is  one  of  the  largeft  ;  it  contains  a  number 
of  handfome  houfes,  a  congregational  church,  a  court  houfc 
and  gaol.  A  famous  battle  was  fought  in  or  near  this  town, 
during  the  late  war  in  1777,  between  Brigadier-general  Starke, 
at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  undifciplined  militia,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  General  Burgoyne's  army,  commanded  by  Colonel  Baum  ; 
in  this  adion,  and  the  one  that  luccecded  it,  in  the  fame  pkice, 
and  on  the  fame  day,  between  a  reinforcement  of  the  Britifli, 
under  Colonel  Bieymen,  and  General  Starke,  who  was  rein- 
forced by  Colonel  Warner,  with  a  continental  regiment,  were 
taken  four  bials  field  pieces,  and  other  military  ftores,  and 
feven  hundred  prifoncrs.     T^ie.  overthrow  ^f  thefe  detachment* 
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t^'as  ttic  fiifl  link  in  a  grand  chain  of  caufcs,  which  finally  proved 
the  ruin  of  the  royal  army.  This  is  one  of  the  olJcft  towns  in 
thfi  State,  beirij»  firfii  fettled  about  the  year  1764,  and  was  till 
lately  the  feat  of  government, 

Windfor  and  Rutland,  by  a  late  aft  of  the  kgiflature,  arc 
alternately  to  be  the  feat  of  government  for  eight  years.  The 
former  is  fttuatcd  on  Connecticut  river ;  the  latter  lies  upon 
Otter  Creek  :  both  are  flourifhrng  towns.  Guilford,  Brattcl- 
borough,  Putney,  Weftminftcr,  Weathcrsfield^  Hartland,  Nor- 
wich, and  Newbury,  are  eonfiderabk  towns,  lying  from  fouth 
io  north,  on  Connefticut  river.  Newbury  is  the  (hire  towi^  of 
Orange  county,  which  comprehends  about  three-eighths  of  the 
whole  State  ;*  it  has  axourt-houfc,  and  a  very  elegant  meeting- 
houfe  for  Congregatiomnifts,  with  a  fleeple,  the  firft  erefted  in 
the  State.  N^ewbury  court-houfe  ftands  on  the  high  lands  back 
from  the  river,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  what  is  called  the 
great  Ox  Bow,  which  is  formed  by  curious  bend  in  the  river  ; 
it  is  one  of  the  mofl:  beautiful  and  fertile  meadows  in  New- 
England  ;  the  circunrferencc  of  this  bow  is  about  four  miles 
and  a  half;  its  grcateft;  depth  is  fcven-eights  of  a  mile,  contain- 
ing abo..w  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  at  the  feafon  whcii 
nature  is  drefied  in  her  green  attire,  u  view  of  this  meadow 
from  the  high  hinds  is  truly  luxuriant. 

Shaftfbury,  Pownal,  Manchcfter,  Clarendon,  Poultney,  Paw- 
let,  Danby,  and  Charlotte,  are  conMcrable  and  flourifhing 
towns,-  weft  of  the  mountain.  In  the  town  of  Orwell  is  Mount 
Independence,  at  the  fouthcrn  extremity  of  lake  Champlain,  op- 
poftte  to  which  is  Ticondcroga,  in  the  State  of  New-York. 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  ledge  of  rocks  in  the  town  of 
Bradford,  in  the  county  of  Orange ;  it  lies  on  the  wefl  bank  of 
Conneftieut  river,  and  is  as  much  as  200  feet  high  ;  it  appears 
to  hang  over  and  threaten  the  traveller  as  he  palTes  ;  the  I'pace 
between  this  ledge  and  the  river  is  fcarcely  wide  enough  for 
a  road. 

In  the  townfhip  of  Tinmouth,  on  the  fide  of  a  fmall  hill, 
is  a  very  curious  cave  ;  the  chairn  at  its  entrance  is  about 
four  feet  in  circumference;  entering  this  you  dclccnd  one  hun- 
dred and  four  feet,  and  then  opens  a  fpacious  room,  twenty  feet 
in  breadth,  and  one  hundred  feet  in  length  ;  the  angle  of  dcfcent 
is  about  45  degrees.     The  roof  of  this  cavern  is  of  rock,  through 

*  General  Bayley  and  Colonel  Tliomas  Jofinfoii  cntcrprifcd  the  firft  fettle- 
itoents  into  this  part  of  the  country,  about  the  year  1762.  At  this  period  there 
^as  no  road  nor  human  inhabitant  for  feventy  miles  down  the  river,  nor  for  as 
*m\y  milts  eaftw'ard-~ii  is  bow  thickly  inhabited  by  iliriving  farmers- 
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tvIn'cH  the  water  is  continually  percolating.  The  ilaladlitiet 
which  hang  from  the  roof  appear  like  icicles  on  the  eves  of  hou- 
fes,  and  are  continually  incrcating  in  number  and  magnitude. 
The  bottom  and  fides  arc  daily  incru fling  with  fpar  and  other  mi- 
neral fubflances.  On  the  fides  of  this  fubtcrrancous  hall  are 
tables,  chairs,  benches,  &c.  which  appear  to  have  been  artificinlly 
carved.  This  richly  ornamented  room,  when  illuminated  with 
the  candles  of  the  guides,  has  an  inchanting  effe£l  upon  the  eye 
of  the  fpe£lator.  The  general  caufe  of  thefc  aflonifhing  appear- 
ances,  we  conclude,  from  the  various  circumflances  accompany- 
ing  them,  is  the  water  filtrating  flowly  through  the  incumbent 
\  Jtrata  \  and  taking  up  in  its  paflagc  a  variety  of  mineral  fub- 
flances, thus  becoming  faturated  with  metallic  particles,  gradually 
exfuding  on  tlic  furface  of  the  caVcrns  and  fifTures,  in  a  quiefcent 
flate,  the  aqueous  particles  evaporate,  and  leave  the  mineral  fiib- 
ilances  to  unite  according  to  their  affinities. 

At  the  end  of  this  cave  is  a  circular  hole,  fifteen  feet  deep^ 
apparently  hewn  out  in  a  conical  form,  enlarging  gradually  as 
you  defcend,  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf ;  at  the  bottom  is  a 
jfpring  of  frelh  water  in  continvial  motion,  like  the  boiling  of 
a  pot ;   its  depth  has  never  been  founded. 

In  fome  low  lands  over  againfl  the  great  Ox  Bow,  a  remarka- 
ble fpring  was  difcoVered  about  twenty  years  fincc  }  it  dries  up 
once  in  two  of  three  years,  and  bur^s  out  in  another  place  ;  it 
has  a  flrong  fmell  of  fulphur,  and  throws  up  continually  a  pecu- 
liar kind  of  white  fand,  and  when  the  water  is  left  to  fettle^ 
X  thick  yellow  Icum  riles  on  its  top. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Vermont,  according  to  the  cenfus  taken  in 
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Briftol,      - 
Bridport,     - 
Cornwall,     - 
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Hancock,     - 
Kingdon,     - 
Lciccfter,     - 
Middlebury, 
Monkton,     - 
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Weybridge, 


io8 

»37 
i8 

a6 

94 

125 

182 

57 
215 

»»9 

73 
70 

I  /iq 


105 

57 
1 21 

218 

i»9 
1 1 

31 
81 

92 

»34 
220 

66 
167 
109 

35 

57 
4  1 


166,5 


i8t) 
101 

205 

393 
213 

27 

44 
168 

176 

»94 

321 

97 

33(> 
218 

79 
1  22 


1  v 


2964  I    .-^1 


14 
1 
1 


BENNINGTON  COUNTY. 


Arlington, 

iienhington, 

firomiey,  - 
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Strattord,     -     - 
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Barnard,     - 
dethel,     -     -     - 
Bridgwater,     - 
Cavcndiih,    4- 
Chefler,     -     - 
Hartford,     -     - 
Hartland,     -     - 
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JohnlonVGore,     - 
Londonderry,     -     - 
Marleborough,     - 
Newfane,     -     -     - 
Putney,      -     -     - 
Rockingham,     -     - 
Somerfct,-    -     -     - 
Stratton,     -     -     - , 
Thomlinlbn,     -     - 
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Addilbn  County, 
Bennington  do. 
Chittenden  do. 
Orange  do.     -     - 
Rutland  do..    - 
Windfor  do. '   - 
Windham  do.     - 
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Tfiis  population   is  now,  no   doubt,  increafed,  but,  as  no   rc- 
;  turns  have  fince  been  made,  it  is  impoflible  to  ftate  the  increafe 

with  any  accuracy ;  but  we  cannot  deviate  far  from  truth  in  ftat- 
[ing  the  prefent  number  of  male  inhabitants  above  iixteeri  years 

of  age,  at  about  tweniy-three  thoufand,  thofe  under  at  nearly  the 
llatne,  and  the  total  number  of  females  at  forty-two  thoufand  : 
jtliis  calculation  poiTefies,  at  Icall,  the  merit  of  not  over-rating, tlie 

numbers,  and  h  warranted  by  the  account  which  Mr.  Belkn-ip 
jhas  given  of  the  population  of  a  neighbour  State.     As  a  proof 

H  2 
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that  the  population  of  this  State  has  rapidly  increafed,  we  iray 
obferve,  that  the  town  of  Danville,  which,  according  to  tho 
preceding  account,  contained  in  17901  five  hundred  and  feventy,. 
four  inhabitants,  was  five  years  before  a  wildernefs  without  a 
fingle  family.  \t 

Mr.  Williams  in  his  Hiftory  of  Vermont  6bferve>,  tlliiat  tlio 
deaths  in  that  State  are,  to  the  births,  in  the  proportion  of  i  to 
4,  85,  of  corifequence  the  period  of  doublinjg  in  thi?  ftate,  at 
prefent,  is  nineteen  years  and  five  months,*/ 

From  fuch  views  of  the  iihcreafe  and  popvilatlon  in  America, 
we  can  fcarcely  avoid  comparing  the  ftate  of  things  in  the 
United  States,  with  that  of  the  ancient  and  popiiroys  countries 
in  Europe,  In  the  city  of  London,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
annual  bills  of  ttiortality,  the  human  race  are  annually  decreaf- 
ing;  the  deaths  generally  exceed  the  births,  about  Ibne  tenth 
every  year*  The  favage  ftate  was  lefs  unfavourable  to  the  irir 
creafc  of  mankiiid,  than  fuch  largejand  populous  cities  ;  Inftead 
of  prefervihg,  they  tend  to  dcftroy  the  human  race, 

In  moft   of  the   ancient   and  populous   nations    of  Eyropf, 
their  foi'rhs  of  government,    their   ecclefiaftical  eftablifhmerttn, 
the    eiltremc   luxury   of  one  part   of  the  people,  and  the  ex- 
treme poverty  of  the  other^  their  long  and  bloody  wars,    their 
numerous  fleets  and  armies,    the  numbers  which  are  reduced  to 
lervitude,  and  rendered  incapable  of  fupporting  families,    with 
the  impious  inftitutions  of  celibacy,  have  nearly  dellroyed  the 
natural    rncreafe  of  mankind  ;  or  at  le<tft  they  have  rendered  it , 
extremely  flow,  and  uncertain,     '■' In  Great-Britain,   and  mod] 
other  European   countries,  they  are  not  fuppofed   to  double  in 
lelis  than  five  hundred  years."+     In  vain    do  politicians  go  about 
to  celebrate  the  wildom  of  a  ftate  of  locifety,  which  deftroys  the 
robleft  fruit  and  produftion    of  nature  :    It  muft    be  eflentially,  i 
and  fundamentally   bad.     The  fureft  proof  of  the   profperity  (sfl 
any  country,  is  a  r?pid  increase  of  the  people. 


RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  &c, 

The  principal  body  of  the  people  are  Congregationalifts  and 
Baptifts ;  the  other  denominations  are  Prefbyterians  Jmd  Epil- 
copalians  ;    their   character  and  manners,-  as  might   be   expcfteil, 

♦  Since  writing  the  above  fays  Mr.  Wiiliami,  I  have  received  from  Dtl 
Afaph  Fletcher,  an  accurate  obfervcr  and  able  phyfician,  an  account  of  tht\ 
births  and  deaths  in  the  town  of  CavetidiTi.  In  the  conrfe  of  feven  years  tk I 
number  of  births  in  that  town  was  two  hundred  and  ten;  tTie  number  thai] 
died  in  the  (ame  period,  was  thirty.  The  r»tio  of  deaths  to  that  of  births  in  i 
town,  during  this  period,  has  been  but  as  one  to  feven. 

•t-  Smith's  wealth  of  nations,  Vol.  I.  94. 
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[various,  being  an  affemblage  of  people  from  various  places,  of 

(different  fentiments  and  habits,  Who  have  nol  lived  together  long 

enough  to  aflimilate  and  form  a  general  charafter  ;  aflemble  toge-. 

[ther  in  imagination^  a  number  of  individuals  of  different  nations 

■ confider  them  as  living  together  amicably,  and  affifting  each 

other  through  the  toils  and  difficulties  of  life ;  and  yet  rigoroufly 
■oppdfed  in  particular  religious  and  political  tenets;  jealous  of 
'their  rulers,  and  tenacious  of  their  liberties,  difpofitions  which 
orinnate  naturally  from  the  dread  of  experienced  opprejlon,  and  the 
habit  of  living  under  a  free  government^  and  you  have  a  pretty 
juft  idea  of  the  charafter  of  the  people  of  Vermont.  Indolence 
is  never  a  charaftcriflical'  feature  of  the  fettlers  of  a  new  coun- 
try ;  emigrants  in  jgeneral  arf;  aftive  and  induftrious  ;  the  oppo, 
fite  charafters  have  neither  fpirit  no^  inclination  to  ^uit  their 
native  fpdt.  The  inference  is,  tha^t  Vermont  is  peopled  with 
an  aftive,  induftrious,  hardy,  frugal  race ;  as  is  really  the  ^afe. 
And  as  it  is  a  maxim  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  new  countries, 
grow  yirttjous  before  they  degenerate,  it  will  moft  probably  be 
fo  in  Vermont; 

The  military  ftrength  of  this  State  is  truly  refpeftable  ;  as 
far  back  as  i^SS^,  there  were  upwards  of  feventeen  thouland 
pitizens  upon  the  militia  rolls  ;  thefe  confifled  of  two  divifions, 
one  on  the.  weft,  the  other  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain  ;  in 
thefe  two  divifions  were  fevcn  b»gades,  cpnfifting  of  twenty-two 
regiments.  The  bravery  of  th^  veimonteers,  or  Qrcen  Moun* 
Jain-boys,  is  proverbial, 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  inhabitants  of  Vermont  trade  principally  with  Bofton, 
New-York,  and  Hartford.  The  articles  of  >  export  are  chiefly 
pot  and  pearl  allies,  beef,  horfes,  grain,  fome  butter  and  clieeie, 
lumber,  ccc.  The  inliabitants  generally  manufafture  their  own 
clotliing,  in  the  family  way.  Grain  has  been  railed  in  Uic\\ 
plenty  within  a  few  years  paft,  that  they  have  been  induced  to 
attempt  themanufa£iureof  corn  Ipirits;  for  this  purpolea  conlidera- 
blcnumberof  ftillshave  already  been  creeled,  which  yield  afufficient 
fupply  for  the  people,  and  a  profit  to  the  owners,  Vaft  quantir 
lies  of  pot  and  pearl  afhes  are  mado  in  every  part  of  the  State  \ 
but  one  of  the  moft  important  manuf;ftares  is  that  of  ma^. 
pie  fiigur  ;  it  has  been  eftimated  by  a  compctetit  judge,  that 
the  average  quantity  made  by  every  family  fituated  on  the  bad; 
of  Connefticut  river  is  two  hundred  p()unds  a  year  :  one  mnn, 
with  but  ordinary  adv:intagcs,  in  one  month,  made  five  hundred 
ond  fifty  pounds,  of  a  quality  equal  to  imported  brown  fugar, 
\n  two  towns,  in  Orange  county,  containing  no  more  than  forty 
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families,  thirteen  thourand  pounds  of  fugar  were  made  in  the 
year  1791.  The  probability  is,  that  in  a  few  years  maple  fugar 
will  become  an  article  of  export.  In  fome  part  of  the  State  the 
inhabitants  are  beginning  to  line  the  roads  with  maple  trees;  and 
it  would  certainly  be  a  wife  meafure  if  this  praftice  Ihould  be 
come  general  throughout,  the  States ;  orchards  of  thefe  trees, 
planted  on  floping  hills,  fo  as  to  render  it  eafy  to  colleft 
l^he  juice,  might  be  attended  with  peculiar  advantages  ■  to  the 
owners. 

I.1TERATURE  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 


lit 


Much  cannot  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  litera. 
ture  in  this  State;  but  their  profpcfts  in  this  regard  are  good, 
In  every  charter  of  a  town,  as  we  have  mentioned,  provifion  is 
made  for  fchools,  by  referving  a  certain  quantity  of  land  folely 
for  ?heir  fupport.  The  aflembly  of  this  State,  in  their  Oftober 
feflion  in  1791,  pafled  an  aft  for  the  ejlabliihment  of  a  college 
in  the  town  of  Burlington,'  on  lake  Champlain,  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  Onion  river,  and  appointed  ten  truflecs.  General  Ira  Allrti, 
one  of  the  truRees,  on  certain  conditions,  has  offered  lanos, 
Ac.  to  the  amount  of  four  thoufand  pounds  towards  thia 
eftablifhment. 

The  expediency  of  opening  a  communication  between  the 
waters  of  lake  Champlain  and  fludlon's  river  ;  and  of  rendering 
the  navigation  of  ConncClicut  river  more  eafy  and  advantageous, 
has  been  difciiffed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State  ;  and  meafures 
have  been  adopted  to  efFeft  the  latter,  by  incorporating  a  com- 
pany for  the  purpofe  of  locking  Bellow's  falls,  who  arc  to  com^ 
plete  the  work  within  four  years  from  the  pafling  of  the  aft, 
and  to  receive  a  toU  for  all  boats  that  pals ;  the  toll  to  be  a  I'ub- 
jeft  of  regulation.  The  works  are  already  begun,  and  when 
completed  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  State,  by  facilitating 
the  exportation  of  their  produce.  The  other  propofed  canal 
between  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon's  river  would  alfo  be  im- 
portant, but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will,  at  prefent,  be 
accomplifhed. 

Having  thus  given  a  concife  account  of  this   State,  We  (hall 
.  clofe  it  with  a  view  of  its  conflitution  and  government,  and  refer 
tlie  reader  to  a  very  judicious  woik    entitled   the    "  Hiflory    of 
Vermont,"  lately  publilhed  by  Mr.  Williams. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  by  their  rcprcfcntatives    in  con. 
vention,  at  Windfor,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1777,  declared 
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that  the  tei  ritoiy  called  Vermont  was,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 
a  free  and  independent  State  ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  maintain- 
ing a  regular  government  in  the  fame,  they  made  a  lolemn  decla- 
ration of  their  rights,  and  ratified  a  tonftitution,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  abflra£i ; 

J>£CtAKATION     OF    RIGHTS.  . 

The  declaration,  which  makes  a  part  of  their  conftitution,  af- 
ferts  that  all  men  are  born  equally  ira: — with  equal  rights,  and 
ought  to  enjoy  liberty  of  ccnfcience-— freedom  of  the  prefs — 
trial  by  jury — power   to  form   new  IJates  in  vacant   countries, 
and  to  regulate  their  own  internal  policj — that  all  eleftions  ought 
to  be  free — that  all  power   is  originally  in  thv:  pet         -that  go- 
vernment ought  to  be  inftituted  for   the  cor       n  be       t  of  the 
community — and  that  the  community   have  a  right  to  reform  or 
abolifh  government — that  every  member  of  fociety  hath  a  right 
to  proteftion  of  life,  liberty,  and   property — and   in  return   is 
bound  to  contribute   his  proportion  of  the  expence  of  that   pro- 
teftion,  a«d  yield   his  perfonal  fervice  when   neceflary — that  he 
fhall  not  be  obliged   to  give  evidence  again  ft  himfelf — that  the 
people  have   a  right  to  bear  arms— ^but  no  {landing  armies  Ihall 
be  maintained  in  time  of  peace — that  the  people  have  a  right  to 
hold  themfelves,  their  houfes,  papers,  and  podelTions,  free  from 
learch  or  feizure — ^and  therefore  warrants    without  oaths  firfl 
made,  affording  fufficient  foundation  for  them,    are   contrary  to 
that   right,  and  ought   not  to  be  granted.— that  no  perfon  Ihall 
be  liablp   to  be  tranfportcd  out  of  this  flate  for   trial  for  any  of- 
fence committed  within  this  State,  &c. 

FRAME     OF     GOVERNMENT. 

By  the  frame  of  government,  the  fupreme  legiflative  power 
is  vefted  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  to  be  chofen  annually  by  the  freemen  on  the 
firfl  Tuefday  in  September,  and  to  meet  the  fecond  Thurfday 
of  the  fucceeding  Oftober.  This  body  is  vefted  with  all  the 
powers  neceffary  for  the  Icgiflature  of  a  free  ftate.  Two  thirds 
j  of  the  whole  number  of  reprefentatives  elefted  make  a  quorum. 

Each  inhabited  town  throughout  the  State  has  a  right  to  fend 
I  ©ne  reprefentative  to  the  alTembly. 

The  fupreme  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  lieu- 
I tenant-governor,  and  twelve  counfellors,  to  be  chofen  annually 
lin  the  fame  manner,  and  vefted  with  the  fame  powers  as  in  Con- 
I  netticut. 

Every  perfon  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  refided 
tin  the  State  one  whole  year  next   before  the  eleftion  of  repre- 
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fentatives,  and  is  of  a  quiet,  peaceable  behaviour,  ancl  will  bind 
himfelf  by  his  oath,  to  do  what  he  (hall  in  confcience  judge  to 
be  mod  conducive  to  the  bed  good  of  the  State,  (hall  be  enti. 
tied  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  freeman  of  this  State. 

Each  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprelintatives,  befoi-e  he  takes] 
his  feat  muit   declare  his  belief  in  one  God,  in  future   ^wards 
and.punilhmentsj  and  in  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptufet  of  the; Old] 
ind  New-Teftamcntj  and  muft  profefs  the  proteftant  religion. 

Courts  of  juftice  arc  to  be  eilublifhed  in  eVery  couqty  through.] 
Out  the  State. 

The  fupreme  court,   ind  the  feveral  courts  of  common  plcaj] 
of  this    State,   beftdes  the   powers  ufually    exercifed  by  iuch 
courts,  have  the  powers  of  a  court  bf  chancery,  fofar  as'  relates 
to  perpetuating  teftimony,  obtaining  evidence   froni  places  not 
Ivithin  the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thofei 
Vrho  are  Hon  compotes  tnentis,  &c.  All   profecutions  are   to  be] 
commenced  in  the  name  and  by  the  authLtity<'f  the  freemen  of] 
the  .State  of  Vermont^     The  legiflature  are  to  regulate  entails  ib  { 
^s  to  prevent  perpetuities^ 

All  fiel^d  and  ftaff  officcris,  ind  commiffioned  officers  of  the  I 
army,  and  all  general  officers  of  the  militia,  fhall  be  chofeni  by  | 
the  general  affembly,  and  be  commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

Every   feventh  year,  beginning  with  th6  year  1785,  thirteen] 
perfons,  none  of  whom  are  to  be   of  the  council  or  affembly, 
ihall  be  chofen  by   the  freemen,  and  be  called  *'  the  council  of  j 
cenfors,"  whole  duty  it  fhall  be  to  inquire  w^hethcr  the  confti- 
tution  has  bten  preferved  inviolate  in  every  part^— whether  the] 
Icglflative  and  executive   powers  have  been  properly  exercifed 
—taxes   juftly   laid  and    collefted—- the  public   mornes   rightly 
difpoffcd  of — and   the  laws  duly  executed.     For  thefe  purpofcs 
they    fhall    haVe   power  to  fend   for  perfons,    papers,    &c.— to 
pafs  public  cenfures— to  order  impeachments,  and  to  recotamend 
the  repeal  of  all  laws  ena£l:ed  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
confliitution.     They  are  to  be-  vefted  with  thefe  powers  for  one 
year  only,  after  the  day  of  their  ele£l:ion. 

The  council  of  cenfors,  when  neceffary,  may  call  a  convcntionj  j 
to  meet  two  years  after  their  fitting — to  alter  the  conftitution- 
the  prppofed  alterations  to  be  publifhed  at  leaft  fi:ji  months  before  ] 
the  election  of  delegates  to  fuch  convention. 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  and  BOUNDARIES. 


HIS  State  is  fituated  between  42*  41' and  45*^  11'  N.  lati- 
tude and  4°  30'  and  6**  1 7'  E,  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its 
length  from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern  extremity  is  one 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  miles;  its  greatell  breadth,  meafured 
from  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  to  the  mouth  of  Weft 
river,  which  falls  into  Conneflicut  river,  oppofite  the  town  of 
Cheflerfield,  is  ninety  miles.  This  line  crofles  the  43d  degree 
of  latitude.  From  this  line  northerly,  New-Hamplhire  decreal'es 
in  breadth.  On  the  44th  degree  of  latitude,  it  is  fifty-five 
miles,  and  on  the  45th  degree,  nineteen  miles  wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  tlie  State  of  Maffachufetts, 
from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  line,  beginning  on  the  fea  fhoro, 
at  a  point  three  miles  northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mer- 
rimack, purfuing  a  courfe  fimilar  to  the  curvature  of  that  river, 
at  the  fame  diftance,  and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles  north 
of  Patucket  fall,  in  the  town  of  Dracut.  From  this  point, 
the  line  extends  on  a  fuppofed  due  weil  courfe,  till  it  crofles 
Conne£iicut  river,  and  ends  on  its  weftern  bank,  the  diftance 
being  fifty-five  miles. 

From  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  Connefticut  river,  up 
to  the  forty- fifth  degree  of  latitude,  the  weftern  bank  of  that 
river  is  the  weftern  boundary  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  the 
eaftern  boundary  of  Vermont. 

On  its  eaftern  fide,  New-Hamplhire  is  bounded  by  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  from  the  aforementioned  point,  three  miles  north- 
ward of  the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  along  the  fliore,  to  the 
middle  of   the  maine    entrance  of  Pafcataqua   harbour,    which, 
diftance  is  computed  to  be  about  eighteen  miles.     Thence  the 
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boundary  Tine  runs  up  the  middle  of  the  river,  to  its  moft  nor* 
therly  head,  which  is  a  pond,  fituatcd  partly  in  the  town  of 
Wakefield,  and  partly  in  the  town  of  Shapley,  in  the  county 
of  York:  a  diftance  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  of  about 
forty  miles,  in  N.  N.  W.  courfc.  From  the  head  of  this  pond, 
according  to  the  royal  determination,  tn  1740,  the  dividing 
line  was  to  ..  "  north,  two  degrees  weft,  till  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  were  finifhcd,  from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  har- 
bour,  or  until  it  meet  with  his  Majefty's  other  governments." 
The  reafon  for  mentioning  this  fpecific  diftance  in  the  decree, 
was,  that  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  were  the  extent  of 
the  province  of  Maine.  At  that  time,  no  other  government 
fubjcft  to  the  Britifti  crown4uy  in  that  dire£lion.  In  1763,  the 
new  province  of  Quebec  was  erefted,  and  its  fouthern  boun- 
dary  was  "a  line  pafling  along  the,  high  lands,  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  thofc  which  fall  into  the  fea.V  By  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  America  and  Britain,  in  1783,  all  the  lands  fouthward 
of  that  line,  reckoning  it  from  the  caftward  "  to  the  north-weft 
head  of  Connc£licut  river,  and  thence  down  along  the  middle 
of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,"  wepe 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  Thel'e  determinations  have  been 
fo  conftrued  as  to  favour  an  extenfion  of  the  line  between 
New-Hampfhirc  and  Maine,  to  the  high  lands  which  bound 
the  province  of  Quebec ;  a  diftance  of  twenty-five  miles  beyond 
the  northern  limits  of  the  province  of  Maine.  , 

Ncw-Hampfhire  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Britilh 
province  of  Quebec.  The  north-eaftern  extremity  of  this 
boundary  line  is  a  birch  tree,  marked  N.  E.  New-Hampfhirc, 
1789.  This  line  extends  along  the  high  lands,  fcventeen  miles 
and  two  hundred  and  feven  rods,  to  the  head  of  the  north-wef- 
f.ern  branch  of  Connefticut  river  ;  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir 
tree,  infcribed  N.  H.  N.  W.  1789.  Thence  the  boundary  def- 
cends  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  along  the  middle  of 
the  north-weftern  branch,  which  there  unites  with  the  north- 
eaftern,  or  main  branch  of  the  river. 


AIR,  CLIMATE,  AND  SEASONS.       \ 

The  air  of  New-Hampfliire  is  generaly  pure  and  falubrious. 
During  the  winter  months,  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the 
north-weft,  which  is  dry,  cold,  and  bracing;  it  rarely  brings 
fnow,  but  when  it  does  the  degree  of  cold  is  increafed.  That 
the  coldnels  of  the   north-weft  wind  is  owing  to  the  great  lakes, 
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ii  *  vulgtr  error,  often  retailed  by  geographical  writeri,  and 
adopted  by  unthinking"  people.  All  the  great  lake*  lie  well- 
ward  of  the  N.  W.  point,  and  fome  of  them  fouthward  of  W. 
It  is  more  natural  to  fuppolc  that  the  immenfe  wildernefs,  but 
elpecially  the  mountains,  when  covered  with  Inow,  give  a 
keennei's  to  the  air,  as  a  cake  of  ice  to  a  quantity  of  liquor  ia 
which  it  floats;  and  that  this  air,  put  in  motion,  conveys  its 
cold  as  far  as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  with  a  north-eaft  wind,  and  ftorms 
from  that  quarter  are  mofl  violent,  and  of  longefl  duration;  al- 
ter which,  the  wind  commonly  changes  to  the  N.  W.  and  blows 
brifkly  for  a  day  or  two,  driving  the  ihow  into  heaps.  This 
eSeSi  is  produced  only  in  the  open  grounds ;  in  the  forcll,  the 
fnow  lies  level,  from  two  to  four  feet  in  depth  throughout  the 
winter.  On  the  mountains,  the  fnow  falls  earlier,  and  remains 
later  than  in  the  low  grounds.  On  thofe  elevated  fummits,  the 
winds  alfo  have  greater  force,  driving  the  fnow  into  the  long 
and  deep  gullies  of  the  mountains,  where  it  is  fo  consolidated) 
as  not  to  be  eafily  diflblved  by  the  vernal  I'un.  Spots  of  fnow 
arc  feen  on  the  fouth  fides  uf  the  mountains  as  late  as  May,  and 
on  the  higheft  till  July, 

Light  frofts  begiji  in  September;  in  Oftober  they  are  more 
frequent,  and  by  the  end  of  that  month,  ice  is  made  in  fmall 
coUcftions  of  water,  but  the  weather  is  moftly  ferene.  Novem- 
ber is  a  variable  month,  alternately  wet  and  dry ;  the  furfacc 
of  the  ground  is  frequently  frozen  find  thawed.  The  fame 
weather  continues  through  a  part  of  December,  but  commonly, 
in  the  courfe  of  this  pionth,  the  rivers  and  the  earth  are  tho- 
roughly frozen,  and  well  prepared  to  receive  ajid  retain  the 
fnow.  January  often  producejs  a  thaw,  which  is  fuccceded  by 
a  fevere  frofl.  In  February,,  the  deepeft  fnpws  and  the  coldelt 
weather  prevails;  but  the  loweft  depreflion  of  the  thermometer 
is  generally  followed  by  wet  and  mild  weather.  March  is 
bluftering  and  cold,  with  frequent  flights  of  fnow ;  but  the 
fun  is  then  fo  high  as  to  melt  the  fnow  at  noon.  In  April, 
the  open  country  is  generally  cleared  of  fnow,  but  it  commonly 
lies  in  the  woods  till  May.  This  is  the  ufual  routine  of 
the  winter  fcafon,  but  there  are  fomctimes  variations.  In  177I1 
the  fnow  did  not  fall  till  the  end  of  January;  in  1786,  it 
it  was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of  December.  When  the 
(now  comes  early,  it  prefcrves  the  ground  -from  being  deeply 
frozen,  othcrwife  the  froft  penetrates  to  the  depth  of  three  ftfCi; 
or  more, 
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From  ^he  middle  of  September,  the  mornings  tnd  cvenlnKi 
begin  to  be  fo  chill,  that  a  fmall  fire  becomes  a  '^efirable  com- 
panion. In  OAober,  the  weather  requires  one  to  be  kept 
more  fleadily;  from  the  time  that  the  autumnal  rains  come  on 
in  November,  it  is  invariably  neceflary  to  the  end  of  March  { 
in  April  it  is  intermitted  at  noon ;  a  Uorm  is  always  expe£i. 
cd  in  May,  and,  till  that  is  pad,  the  chimney  is  not  clofed  ; 
they  therefore  reckon  eight  months  of  cold  weather  in  the 
year. 

It  has  often  been  obferved,  that  thunder  clouds,  when  near 
the  earth,  feem  to  be  attra6ied  by  large  collc£lions  of  water. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  lakes  and  ponds,  the  thunder  is  re- 
verberated from  the  furrounding  mountains  in  a  grand  and  fo- 
lemn  echo  of  long  continuance. 

A  fouth-weil  breeze  in  fummer  Is  accompanied  with  a  ferene 
iky,  and  this  is  the  warmed  of  their  winds.  The  N.  W.  wind 
does  not  blow  in  fummer,  but  after  a  thunder  (hower,  when 
its  elaflicity  and  coolnefs  are  as  refrefhing  as  the  preceding 
heat  is  tedious. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  fre(h  rivers  and  ponds,  a  whitiih 
fog  in  the  morning,  lying  over  the  water,  is  a  fure  indica'tioti 
of  fair  weather  for  that  day,  and  when  no  fog  is  feen, 
rain  is  expe£led  before  night.  In  the  mountainous  parts  of 
the  country,  the  afcent  of  vapours,  and  their  formation  into 
clouds,  is  a  curious  and  entertaining  objc6l.  The  vap»urs 
arc  feen  rifing  in  fmall  columns,  like  fmoke  from  chimneys ; 
when  rifcn  to  a  certain  height,  they  fpread,  meet,  condcnl'e, 
and  are  aitra£led  by  the  mountains,  where  they,  either  diilil 
in  gentle  dews,  and  ^replenifh  the  fprings,  or  defcend  in 
fliowers,  accompanied  with  thunder.  After  ftiort  interniif- 
fions,  the  procefs  is  repeated  many  times  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fummer  day,  affording  to  travellers  a  lively  illuflration  of 
what  is  oblerved  in  the  book  of  Job,  "  they  are  wet  with  the 
fhowers  of  the  mountain."* 

The  aurora  borealis  was  firft  noticed  in  New-Hampfhire,  in 
the  year  17 19.+     The  elder  people  fay  it  is  much  more  frequent 


•  Job.  xxiv.  8.  \ 

f  The  following  account  of  this  appearance  is  taken  from  the  Bofton  News 
Letter  of  March  14,  1720. 

"The  late  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  heavens,  of  December  11,  is  the 
firft  of  the  kind  that  is  known  to  have  been  feen  in  New-England,  and  was  at 
the  fame  time  obfeifved  throughout  the  country.  Some  fay  it  was  feen  at  three 
fcvcral  times,  viz.  at  eight,  twelve,  and  again  lov/ards  morning.    The  account 
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loow  than  formerly.  It  ronietimet  appears  in  the  form  of  a  lu* 
linous  arch,  extending  from  eaft  to  weft,  but  more  commonly 
rilei  from  a  dark  convexity  in  the  north,  and  flafhe^  upward 
toward  the  zenith.  In  a  calm  night,  and  in  the  intervals  between 
rentle  flaws  of  wind,  an  attentive  ear,  in  a  retired  fituation,  may 
lerceive  it  to  be  accompanied  with  a  found.*  This  luminous 
ippearance  has  been  ohierved  in  all  i'eafons  of  the  year,  in  the 
ixtremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  in  all  the  intfit mediate  degrees. 
The  colour  of  the  ftreams  is  fometimcs  variegated,  white,  blue, 
yellow  and  red,  the  luftre  of  which,  rcflc.ftcd  from  the  fnow. 
Is  an  appearance  highly  pi£lurefquc  and  entertaining. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,    SEA  COAST, 
MOUNTAINS,   &c. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  fca  coaft, .  from  the  fouthem  boun- 
lary,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pafcataqua  harbour,  is  about  eighteen 
liles.  The  Ihore  is  moftly  a  fandy  beech,  within  which  are 
ah  marfhes,  interfcftcd  by  creeks.  There  are  feveral  coves 
^or  filing  velTels,  but  the  only  harbour  for  (hips,  and  the  only 
lea  port  in  New-Hampfhire,  is  Pafcataqua,  where  the  fhore  is 
3cky;  its  latitude  is  43*  5'  N.  and  its  longitude  70**  41'  W. 
^rom  the  royal  obfervatory  at  Greenwich. 

In  the  middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  lies  Great-Ifland,  on 
irhich  the  town  of  Newcaftle  is  built.  On  the  N.  E.  point  of 
jhis  ifland  a  light  houfe  was  ercftcd  in  1771,  at  the  expence  of 
ic  province,  but  it  is  now  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The 
iircftions  for  entering  the  harbour  are  thefe  :  "  Ships  coming 
^lom  the  Eaft,  Ihould  keep  in  twelve  fathom,  till  the  light  bears 
I.  half  a  point  E.  or  W.  diftant  three  miles,  to  avoid  a  ledge 
\i  rocks  which  lies  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  then  bear 
Iway  for  the  light,  keeping  the  weftern   fhore  on  board,  and 


le  account 


'  fome  is,  of  a  cloud  lying  lengthway,  toward  the  north-weft  and  north-eaft ; 
irom  the  endi  of  which  arofe  two  clouds,  afcending  toward  the  middle  of  the 
eavens,  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  almoft  meeting  each  other,  then  defcending 
sward  the  place  whence  they  arofe.  The  air  was  light  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a 
fttle  after  fun  .fet,  or  before  fun  rife;  and  fome  faw  liglits,  fomething  like 
booting  ftars,  ftreaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  feen  in  our  towns  all 
Iqpg;  and  the  great  variety  of  accounts  may  m  part  proceed  from  thia,  that 
We  faw  only  one,  others  another  of  its  appearances. 

Ifanyperfon  would  have  a  precife  idea  of  the  found,  caufed  by  the  fkiVt-' 
|igof^he  tiUTora  iorealii,  let  him  hold  a  filk  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  la  one 
and,  and  with  the  thumb  and  finger  of  the  other  hand,  make  a  quick  ftroke 
long  its  edge. 
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coming  no  nearer  that  (hore  than  the  depth  of  nine  fathoms 
giving^  the  light  a  proper  birth,  and  flanding,over  to  the  northern 
fhore  of  the  river,  where  they  may  anchor  in  nine  fathoms 
abreaft  of  Sparhawk's  point.  Ships  coming  from  the  fouthward 
fhould  obferve  the  fame  direftions  refpefting  the  light,  and 
"  keep  in  nine  fathoms  on  the  weftern  fhore."  ^ 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-Ifland  and  Kittery  fhore,  is 
the  main  entrance,  about  a  mile  wide,  nine  and  ten  fathoms 
deep.  The  anchorage  is  good  ;  the  fhore  is  lined  with  rocks; 
the  haibour  is  land-locked  on  all  fides,  and  perfeftly  fafe.  The 
tides  rife  from  ten  to  fourteen  feet.  The  other  entrance  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  Great-Ifland  is  called  Little  Harbour;  the 
water  here  is  fhoal,  and  thebottonj  fandy,  . 

There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between  which  and 
the  fiiores  are  channels  for  fmall  veffels  and  boats.  Between 
the  upper  end  of  Great-Ifland,  and  the  town  of  Portfnjouth 
on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  river,  is  a  broad,  deep,  ftill  water, 
called  the  Pool,  where  the  largcft  fhips  may  lye  very  conVfcni. 
ently  and  fecurely.  This  was  the  ufual  ftation  for  the  mail 
ihips,  of  which  feven  have  been  loading  at  one  time. 

The  main  channel  lies  between  Pierce's  ifland  and  Seavfey'sj 
on  each  of  which,  batteries  of  cannon  were  planted,  and  en. 
trenchments  formed  in  1775.  Here  the  ftream  is  contrafted  to 
a  very  narrow  paffage,  and  the  tide  is  extremely  rapid,  but  the 
water  is  deep,  with  a  bold  rocky  Ihore  on  each  fide.  The  ra- 
pidity of  the  current  prevents  the  river  from  freezing  in  the 
feverefl;  winters. 

Three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  lie  the  ifles  of 
Shoals,  which  are  feven  in  number.  On  Star-lfland,  the 
town  of  Gofport  is  built,  which  belongs  to  New-Hampfliire, 
The  dividing  line  runs  between  that  and  the  next  ifland  to  the 
northward,  which  belongs  to  Maflachuletts ;  here  is  a  good  road 
with  moorings,  and  an  artificial  dock  has  been  confl;ru6ted, 
with  great  labour  and  expcnce,  by  Mr.  Haley,  for  fifhing  vef-  j 
fels.  Ships  fomctirnes  take  fhcltcr  here  in  bad  weather,  but 
it  is  not  then  fafe  for  thole  of  hrge  bulk,  Thcfc  iflands  being 
of  folid  rock,  with  but  little  earth,  are  incapable  of  any  im- 
provement by  tillage,  though  they  alFurd  fome  pafl^urage  and 
gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  formerly  carried  on  the  cod 
fiflicry  to  great  advantage,  but  is  has  been  for  fome  years  de. 
dining.  Salt-works  have  been  ercftcd  on  one  of  the  iflaiicls, 
V  iiich  have  yielded  lalt  of  a  fupcrior  qu;ility,  excellently  adapted 
to  the  curing  of  fifli. 
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«p}i,«  reirtarkable  mountain,  Agamentiiius,  lies  about  four 
leagues  north  of  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua,  and  there  are 
three  inferior  fummits,  known  by  the  name  of  Froft's  Hills, 
at  a  lefs  diftance  on  the  N.  W,  Thefc  are  fituate  within  the 
county  of  York,  formerly  called  the  province  of  Maine  ;  but 
from  the  fea,  no  remarkable  high  lands  appear,  which  are 
within  the  limits  of  New-Hampfhire,  nearer  than  twenty  or 
thirty  miles.  The  firft  ridge  is  continued  through  the  towns 
of  Rocheftcr,  Barrington,  and  •  Nottingham,  and  the  feveral 
fummits  are  diftinguifhed  by  different  names,  as  Tcneriffe 
Saddleback.  Tuckaway,  &c.  but  the  general  name  is  the  Blue 
Hills.  Beyond  thefe  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  Major, 
Moofe  Mountain,  &c.  thef  are  not  in  a  continued  range,  but 
detached ;  between  them  are  many  fmaller  elevations,  fome 
of  which  are,  and  others  are  not,  diftinftly  named.  Farther 
back  the  mountains  rife  higher,  and  among  the  third  rang,c 
Chocorua,  Offapy,  and  Kyarfarge,  claim  the  pre-eminence. 
Beyond  thefe,  is  the  lofty  ridge,  which  is  commonly  called 
the  height  b^  land,  becaufe  it  feparates  the  branches  of  the  river 
Connefticut  from  thofe  of  Merrimack.  In  this  ridge  is  the 
grand  Monadnock,  twenty-two  miles  eaft  of  the  river  Con- 
nefticut, and  ten  miles  north  of  the  fouthern  boundary  line* 
Thirty  miles  north  of  this,  lies  Sunnapee  Mountain,  and  forty, 
eight  miles  farther  in  the  fame  direftion  is  Moofhelock.  The 
ridge  then  is  cc-ntinued  north-eafterly,  dividing  the  waters  of 
the  river  Connefticut  from  thofe  of  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin. 
Here  the  mountains  rife  much  higher,  and  the  moft  elevated, 
fummits  in  this  range  are  the  White  Mountains. 

Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  according  to  the  nature 
of  their  exterior  furface,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  diftance 
of  the  obferver.  They  are  covered  with  wood,  the  fmaller 
ones  wholly,  the  larger  have  bald  fummits,  which  appear  white, 
as  long  as  the  foow  remains ;  but  at  other  times  vary  their  co- 
lour according  to  the  diftance  of  the  obferver.  If  he  is  very 
nigh,  they  appear  of  the  grey  colour  of  the  rock,  and  the 
farther  he  recedes,  their  appearance  is  a  paler  blue,  till  it  be^ 
comes  nearly  the  colour  of  the  fky.  The  woody  parts  of 
mountains,  when  viewed  at  a  fmall  diftance,  are  green,  at  a 
greater  diftance,  blue.  From  fome  favourable  fituations,  -  all 
thefe  varieties  may  be  fccn  at  once  ;  mountains  of  different 
(hades,  textures,  and  elevations,  are  prefented  to  the  eye  o* 
the  curious  obfervei.  ^ 
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The  wood  on  thefe  mountains  is  of  various  kinds,  but  tliey 
have  all  more  or  lefs  of  the  evergreens,  as  pine,  fpruce,  hem. 
lock,  and  fir,  intermixed  with  fhrubs  and  vines.  It  i',  univer, 
fally  obferved,  that  trees  of  every  kind  diminifh  in  tlieir  fize 
toward  the  fummit  ;  many  of  them,  though  fhort,  appear  to 
be  Very  aged.  On  fome  mountains  we  find  a  ihrubbery  oF 
hemlock  and  fpruce,  whofe  branches  are  knit  together  fo  as 
to  be  impenetrable  ;  the  fnow  lodges  on  their  tops,  and  a  cavity 
is  formed  underneath  ',  thefe  are  called  by  the  Indians,  Hak> 
mantaks. 

On  the  tops  of  feveral  of  the  higheft  mountains,  are  fmall  j 
colle£lions  of  water,  and  on  others,  marfhy  fpots,  which  are 
frequented  by  aquatic  birds.  The  roads  over  thofe  mountaini 
which  are  paffable,  are  frequently  wet  and  miry,  while  the 
valleys  below  t;.c  dry.  About  two  or  three  feet  under  the 
furface  of  the  mountain,  is  a  firm  earth,  called  the  pan,  which 
is  impenetrable  by  water  ;  the  rains  and  dews  are  therefore 
retained  in  the  fofter  foil,  or  formed  into  fprings  and  brooks, 
This  foil  is  made  by  the  rotting  of  fallen  leaves  and  wood, 
the  growth  of  paft  ages.  i 

Mountainous  countries  are  obferved  to  be  moft  fubjetl  to 
earthquakes,  and  the  nearer  any  lands  are  to  mountains,  it 
may  be  expefted  that  thefe  commotions  will  be  more  fre- 
quent. New- England,  has  never  been  vifited  with  deftruftivel 
earthquakes,  but  more  fhocks  have  been  obferved  in  its  nor- 
them  than  in  its  fouthern  parts.  After  the  great  fhocks  in  I 
1727  and  1755,  which  were  perceived  through  a  great  part 
of  the  continent,  fmaller  Ihocks  were  more  frequent  in  New. 
Hampfhire  than  at  Bofton.  From  1755  to  1774,  fcarcely  j 
year  paffed  without  fome  repetition  ;  from  that  time  to  1783, 
none  were  obferved,  and  there  have  been  but  two  ©r  three  [ 
fince. 

Several    phenomena   rcfpefting  the  larger   mountains,   afford! 
matter  of  amufji^ient,    and  fome  are  of    real  ufe.     People  who 
live  near  them,  humouroufly  flile  the  mountains  their  almanack, 
becaufc  by  the  afcent  and   attraftion  of  vapours,    they  can  form 
a  judgment   of  the   weather.     If  a  cloud  is  attrafted  by  a  moun- 
tain, and  hovers  on   its    top,    they  predift  rain  ;  and  if,  after  I 
rain,  the  mountain  continues   capped,  they  expef.  a   repetition 
of  fhowers.     A  <lorm  is  preceded  for  feveral  hours  by  a  roar. 
ing   of    the    mountain,    which    may    be   heard    ten   or   twelve! 
miles.     This   is  frequently  obferved   by  people  who  live  near] 
the   grand  Monadnock.      It  is  alfo   faid,  that   when  there  is  a 
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ptvicGt  talm  bri  the  fouth  fide,  there  is  fometimes  a  furious 
wirid  bn  the  north,-  Which  drives  the  fnow,  fo  that  it  is  fecn 
whirling  fir  aibove  the  trees;* 

The  town  of  Moultenborough  lies  under  the  S;  W.  fide  of 
the  great  Oflapy  mountain,  and  it  is  there  obferved,'  that  in  a 
N.  E.  ftorm,  "  the  wind  falls  over  the  mountain  like  water 
over  a  dam,  and  with  fuch  i  force  ais  frequently  to  untoof  the 
houfes."+ 

The  altitude  of  this  tnountairl  has  nbt  been  afcertaincd,  but  that 
of  the  grand  Monadftock  was  meafured  in  1780,  by  James  M'in- 
throp,  Efq.  by  means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table  of  corref- 
ponding  heights,  in  Martin's  PhiloJ'ophkd  Britdnnica.\  At  the 
bale,  on  the  north  fide,  the  barormeter  being  at  28,4,  gave  an  ele- 
vation of  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  niriety-five  feet.  At 
the  upper  edge  of  the  wood  it  wa:s  at  27,0,  which  denoted  two 
thoiffand  fix  hundred  eighty-two  feet ;  at  the  higheil  point  of 
the  rock  26,4,  which  announced  an  elevation  of  three  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  bale  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles  in  diameter,  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  about  thrfee  from  eaft  to  weft.  Its  fummit  is 
a  bsild  rdck  ;  on  ibtne  parts  of  it  are  large  piles  of  broken  rockSj 
and  on  the  fides  aire  fome  appearances  of  the  explofio^  of  I'ubterra- 
neuus  fires^ 

A  fimilar  phenomenon  has  betfn  obferved  on  a  mountain,  in 
the  townlhip  of  Chcfterfield,  adjoining  Connefttcut  river,  called 
Weft  river  mountain^  About  the  year  1730,  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  Dummer,  diftant  four  miles,  was  alarmed  with  frequent  ex- 
plofionSj  and  with  columns  of  fire  and  i'moke  emitted  from  thei 
mountain.-  The  like  appearainces  have  been  obferved  at  various 
times  fince',  particularly  one  in  1752,  which  ivas  the  moft  violent 
of  any,- '  There  are  two  places  whefe  the  rocks  bear  marks  of 
having  been  heated  and  calcined.  A  company  of  perfons  having 
conceived  a  notion  of  precious  metals  being  contained  in  this 
mountain,  have  penetrated  it  in  various  direftions^  and  have 
found  further  evidences  of  internal  fires,  particularly  a  large 
quantity  of  fcoriae,  in  fome  parts  loofe,  in  others  adhering  to  thei 
rocks.  The  only  valuable  effeft  of  their  induftry  is  the  difcove- 
ry  of  a  fine,  foft^  yellow  earth,  which  when  buined,  is  changed 
into  a  brown  pigment,  alid  another  of  the  colour  of  the  peach 
bloffom^.     There  is  aUb  obferved  on  the  earth,  which  has  been 
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fhrown  out,  a  white  incruftation,  having  the  tafte  of  nitr** 
The  top  of  the  mountain  is  an  area  of  about  twenty  rodi 
fquare,  which  is  hoUow,  and  in  a  wet  feafon  is  filled  with 
water,  as  is  common  on  the  tops  of  mountains,  but  there 
is  no  appearance  of  fuch  a  crater  as  is  peculiar  to  volcanos, 
Under  the  mountain  are  many  fragments  of  rock  which  have 
fallen  from  it,  but  whether  by  exploJions,  or  any  other  pen. 
VLilfions,  or  by  force  of  the  froft,  cannot  be  afcertained.  An 
account  of  thcfe  appearances  was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  \Ait» 
and  Sciences,  by  the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq.  of  Hindfdale.*  Since 
which,  it  is  laid,  that  the  noife  has  been  again  heard ;  but  in  a 
late  vifu  to  the  mountain,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  no  fign  of  any 
recent  explofion  could  be  difcovered  ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  ad- 
ded to  what  Mr.  Jones  has  written  on  the  fubje£l,+ 

The  White  Mountains  are  by  far  the  moft  flupcndous  of  any 
in  this  State,  or  in  New-England,  and  perhaps  are  the  moft 
remarkable  of  any  within  the  United  States ;  they  therefor? 
merit  particular  notice.  Mr.  Belknap  elegantly  defcribes  thenji 
is  follows ; 

From  the  earlieft  fettlement  of  the  country,  the  White 
Mountaihis  have  attra6led  the  attention  of  all  forts  of  perlon:;. 
They  are  undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  in  New-England,  and 
in  clear  weather  are  difcovered  before  any  other  land,  by  vcffeh 
toming  in  to  the  eaftern  coaft  ;  but,  by  reafon  of  their  white 
appearance,  are  frequently  miftaken  for  clouds.  They  are  vifi- 
l)le  on  the  land  at  the  dillance  of  eighty  miles,  on  the  fouth  and 
fouth-eaft  fides ;  they  appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the 
north-cafl,  and  it  is  faid,  they  are  feen  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Ch amble  and  Quebec.  The  Indians  gave  them  the 
n:ime  of  Agiochook  ;  they  have  a  very  ancient  tradition  that 
their  country  was  once  drowned,  with  all  its  inhabitant*,  ex- 
cept one  Powaw  and  his  wife,  who,  forefeeing  the  flood,  fled 
to  thcfe  mountains,  where  they  were  prrfferved,  and  that  from 
them  the  country  vvas  re-peopled. J  They  had  a  fuperftitious  venc 
ration  for  the  fummit,  as  the  habitation  of  invifible  beings  ;,the)r 
never  ventured  to  afcend  it,  and  always  endeavoured  to  diffuade 
every  one  from  the  attempt.  From  them,  and  the  captives, 
whom  they  fometimes  led  to  Canada,  through  the  paffes  of  thefe 
mountains,  many  fiftions  have  been  propagated,  which  have 
given  rife  to  marvellous  and  incredible  ftories  ;  particularly,  it 
has  been    reported,  that    at  immenle   and   inacceifible   heighis, 


•  Mi-moirs^Vn'..  I.  p.  312.       .  +  Gay's  MS  I-eUer,  Oft.  29,  1790 

{   joiTrlyft't  Voyage  to  New-England,  p.  i.3r,.  .       ", 
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there  have  been  feen  carbuncles,  which  are  fuppofed  to  appear 
luminous  in  the  night.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to 
give  an  account  of  thefe  mountains,  have  afcribcd  the  whitcnefs 
of  them  to  fhining  rocks,  or  a  kind  of  white  mofs ;  and  the 
hieheft  fummit  has  been  deemed  inacccfliblc,  on  account  of  the 
extreme  cold,  which  threatens  to  freeze  the  traveller  in  the  midft 
of  fummer. 

Nature  hai,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed  her  works  on  a 
large  fcale,  and  prefented  to  view  many  ohjcfts  which  do  not 
ordinarily  occur.  A  perfon  who  is  unacquainted  with  a  moun- 
tainous country,  cannot,  upon  his  firfl  coming  into  it,  make  an 
adequate  judgnent  of  heights  and  diftances  ;  he  will  imagine 
every  thing  to  be  nearer  and  lefs  than  it  really  is,  until,  by  expe- 
rience, ht  learns  to  corrcfk  his  apprehenfions,  and  accommodate 
his  eye  to  the  magnitude  and  fituation  of  the  objeft  around  him. 
When  amazement  is  excited  by  the  grandeur  and  fublimity  of  the 
fcenes  prefented  to  view,  it  is  necclfary  to  curb  the  imagination., 
and  excrcife  judgment  with  mathematical  pixcilion ;  or  the 
temptation  to  romance  will  be  invincible. 

The  White  Mountains  are  the  moft  elevated/ part  of  a  ridge, 
which  extends  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  to  an  immcnfe  diftance.  The 
area  of  their  bafe  is  an  irregular  figure,  the  whole  circuit  of  which 
is  not  lefs  than  fixty  miles.  The  number  of  fummits  within  this 
area  cannot  at  prefent  be  afcertained,  the  country  round  them 
being  a  thick  wildcrncfs.  The  grcateft  number  which  can  be 
feen  at  once  is  at  Dartmouth,  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  where  fevcn 
fummits  appear  at  one  view,  of  which  four  are  bald :  of  thcfe, 
the  three  higheft  are  the  moft  diftant,  being  on  the  eallern  fide 
of  the  clufter  j  one  of  thefe  is  the  mountain  which  makes  fo 
majeftic  an  appearance  all  along  the  fiiore  of  the  'eaftcrn  counties 
of  Maffachuletts ;  it  ha?  la,tely  been  diftinguifticd  by  tl^c.n&mc 
of  Mount  WaJhington» 

Tp  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain  there  is  a /continual  af- 
(Cent  of  twelve  niiles  from  the  plain  of  Pigwacket,  which  brings 
the  traveller  to  the  height  of  land  between  Saco  and  Amarifcog- 
gin  rivers.  At  this  height  there  is  a  level  of  about  a  mile  fquare, 
part  of  which  is.  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond,  with  a 
dam  at  each  end ;  here,  though  elevated  more  than  three  thoufand 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  the  traveller  finds  himfelf  in  a 
deep  valley.  On  the  eaft  is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which 
iffue  feveral  fprings,  one  of  which  is  the  fount;»in  of  Ellis 
river,  a  brunch  of  Saco,  which  runs  fouth  ;  another  of  Peabody 
FJver,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  which  runs  north ;    from  tlijs 
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meadoiv,  towards  the  weft,  there  is  an  uninterrupted  afcent  oq 
a  ridge  between  two  deep  gullies  tx>  the  fummit  of  Mount 
Wafhington. 

The  lower  part  of  the  mountain  is  {haded  by  a  thick  growth 
of  fpruce  and  fir.  The  furface  is  compofed  of  rocks,  covered 
with  very  long  green  mofs,  which  cxtendf  frOhi  one  rock  to 
another,  and  is,  in  many  places,  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  bear  a 
man's  weight.  This  immenfe  bed  of  moft  jOerves  as  a  fponge  to 
retain  the  moifture  brought  by  the  clouds  and  vapours,  ^vhich 
are  frequently  riling  and  gathering  round  the  mountains  ;  tho 
thick  growth  of  wood  prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun  from  penetrat- 
ing  to  exhale  it,  fo  that  there  is  a  conftant  fupply  of  water  depo- 
filed  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  and  ilTuing  in  the  form  of 
fprings  from  every  part  of  the  mountain. 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of  the  mountain  are, 
in  feme  parts,  flate,  in  others  flint ;  fome  fpecimens  of  rock 
chryftal  have  been  found,  but  of  no  great  value ;  no  lime^ftonc 
has  yet  been  difcovered,  though  the  moft  likely  rocks  have  been 
tried  with  aquafortis.  There  is  one  precipice  on  theeaftern  fide, 
not  only  completely  perpendicular,  but  compofed  of  fquare 
flones,  as  regular  as  a  piece  of  mafonry  ;  it  is  about  five  feet  hi^h, 
and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  in  length.     The  uppermoft  rocks  of 

^  the  mountain  •  are  the  common  quartz,  of  a  dark  grey  colour  ; 
when  broken,  they  fhew  very  fmall  fhining  ipecks,  but  there 
is  no  fuch  appearance  on  the  exterior  part.     The  eaftern  fide  of 

..  the  mountain  rifes  in  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  and  requires 
fix  or  feven  hours  of  hard  Itbour  to  afcend  it.  Many  of  the 
precipices  are  fo  fteep  as  to  oblige  the  traveller  to  ufe  his  hands 
as  well  as  feet,  and  to  hold  by  the  trees,  which  diminifh  in  fize 
till  they  degenerate  into  flirubs  and  bufhes  ;  above  thefe  arc  low 
vines,  fome  bearing  red  and  others  blue  berries,  and  the  upper, 
moft  vegetation  is  a  fpccles  of  grafs,  called  winter  grafs,  mixed 
^ith  the  mofs  of  the  rotks.* 


obferved  on  i 


*  •  At  the  bafc  of  tbe  fummit  of  Mpunt  Wafhinfflon  the  limits  of  vfgetatlon 
may  with  propriety  be  fixed  ;  there  are,  indeed,  on  fome  of  the  rocks,  even  to 
their  apice?,  frattered  fpecks  of  a  moffy  appearance,  but  I  conceive  them  to  be 
extraneous  fubftanccs  accidentally  adhering  to  the  rocks,  for  I  could  not 
difcover,  with  my  botanical  microfcope,  any  pnit  {)f  that  plant  fegiilariy  formed. 
The  limits  of  vegetation  at  the  bafc  of  this  fummit  arc  as  well  dctiiicd  as  tliat 
between  the  woods  and  the  bald  or  moffy  part.  So  ftriking  is  the  appearance, 
that  at  a  confiderable  didancc  the  mind  is  iinpreffi-d  with  an  idea,  that  vegela- 
tion  extends  no  farther  than  a  line,  as  well  dehned  as  the  penumbra  and  (hadow 
ir.  a  lunar  eclipfe.  The  (lones  I  have  by  m",  from  the  fummit,  have  not  tjjjj 
ftuallell  appeaiance  of  mufs  upon  them. 


;  growing  ever 
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Having  furmounted  the  upper  and  fteepeft  precipice,  there 
is  a  large  area,  called  the  plain;  it  is  a  dry  heath,  compofed 
of  rocks  covered  with  mofs,  and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a 
uifture  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  feafon.     In  fome  open- 
•  g.   between  tiic  rocks,  there  are  fprings  of  water,  in  others, 
dry  gravel;  here  the   grous,  or  heath   bird,  reforts,  and  is  ge- 
nerally out  of  danger ;  feveral  bf  them  were   fliot  by  fome  tra-r 
vellcrs  in  Oftober,   1774.     The  extent  of  this  plain  is  uncer- 
tain •  from  the  eaftern  fide  to  the  foot  of  the  pinnacle,  or  fugar 
loaf  it  is  nearly  level,  and  it  may  be  walked  over  in  lefs  than 
an  hour.     The  fugar  .loaf  is  a  pyramidal  heap  of  grey  rocks, 
which     in   fome   places,    are    formed  like  winding   fteps ;    this 
pinnacle   has   been   afcended   in   one  hour  and  an   half.     The 
traveller  having  gained  the  fummit,  is  recompenfed  for  his  toil, 
if  the  (ky  be  fcrene,  with  a  moft  nob\c  and  extenfive  profpeft. 
On  the  fouth-eaft  fide  there  is  a  view  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
the  neareft   part  of   which   is  fixty-five  miles  in  a  dire£l  line ; 
on  the  weft  and   north   the  profpeft   is   bounded  by  the  high 
lands,  which  feparate  the   waters  of  Connefticut  and  /'■^arifcog- 
aln  rivers,  from  thofe  of  Lake  Chatnplain  and  St.  Lawrence, 
On  the  fouth,    it    extends    to    the   fouthernmoft  mountains  of 
New-Hampfhire,  comprehending  a  view  of  the  Lake   Winipi^ 
feogee.     On   every   fide   of  thefe  mountains  are  long  winding 
gullies,  beginning   at   the  precipice  below  the  plain,  and   deep- 
ening in  thedefcent.     In  winter  the  fnow  lodges  in.theie  gullies, 
and  being  driven   by  the  north-weft  and  north-eaft  wind,  from 
the  top,  is  deepeft  in  thole  which  are.  fituated  on  the  foutherly 
We.     It  is  oblerved  to  lie  longer  in  thp  fpring  on  the  fouth  than 


I  There  is  evidently  the  appearance  of  three  ^dnes — 1,  the  woods — 2,  the 
I  tald  moffy  part — 3,  the  part  above  vegetation.  The  fame  appearance  has  been 
j  obferved  on  the  Alps,  and  other  high  mountains. 

'  I  recolleft  no  grafs  on  the  plain.     The  fpaces  between  the  rocks  in  the  fccond 

I  zone  and  on  the  plain,  are  filled  with  fpruce  and  fir,  which,  perhaps,  have  been 

growing  ever  fince  the  creation,  and  yet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  greater 

height  than  three  or  four  inches,  but  their  fpreading  tops  arc  fo  tiiick  and  llrong 

ns  to  fupport  the  weight  of  a  man,  without  yielding  in  the  fmalleft  degree;  the 

j  (nows  and   winds  keeping  the  furface  even  with  the  general  furface  of  the  rocks. 

I  In  many  places,  on  the  fides,  we  could  get  glades  of  this  growth,  fome  rods  in 

[extent,  when  we  could,  by  fitting  down.  Aide  the  whole  length.     The  tops  of  the 

growth  of  wood  were  fo  tliick  and  firm,  as  to  bear  us  currently  a  confiderable 

diftance  before  wp  arrived  at  the  utmoft  boundaries,  which  were  almoR  as  weH' 

[defined  as  the  watct  on  the  fiiore  of  a  pond.     The  tops  of  the  wood  had  the  ap- 

jpcarance  of  having  been   fhorn  off,  exhibiting  a  fmooth  furface  from  their  uppeV 

Ujmit;  to  a  great  diitancc  down  the  mountain.*     MS.  of  Dr.  i'litier. 
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on  tne  nor^h-wed  fide,  which  is  the  cafe  with  many  other  hilli 
in  New-Hamp(hire. 

A  ranging  company,  who  afcenilcd  the  highefl  mountain,  on 
the  N.  W:  part,  April  29th,  1725,  found  the  Inow  four  feet 
deep  on  that  fide;  the  fummit  was  almoft  bare  of  fnow,  thout-h 
covered  with  white  froft  sind  ice,  and  a  hnall  pond  of  water 
near  the  top  was  hard  frozen. 

In  1774,  fome  men  who  were  making  a  road  through  the 
ca'ftern  pafs  of  the  mountains,  afcendcd  the  mountain  to  the 
fummit,  on  the  6th  of  June,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  in  one  of  the 
deep  gullies,  found  a  body  of  fnow  thirteen  feet  deep,  and  fo 
hard  as  to  bear  them.  On  the  1  gth  of  the  fame  month  fome 
of  the  party  afcended  again,  and  in  the  fame  fpot  the  fnow  was 
five  feet  deep.  In  the  firft  week  of  September,  1783,  two  men 
who  attempted  to  afcend  the  mountain,  found  the  bald  top  lo 
covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  then  newly  formed,  that  they  could  j 
not  reach  the  fummit ;  but  this  docs  not  happen  every  year  fo 
foon,  for  the  mountain  has  been  afcended  as  late  as  the  firft 
week  in  Oftober,  when  no  fnow  was  upon  it ;  and  jthough  the 
mountains  begin  to  be  covered,  at  times,  with  fnow,  as  early  aj 
September,  yet  it  goes  off  again,  and  iieldom  gets  ftyed  |tiU  the  j 
end  of  Oftober,  or  the  beginning  of  November ;  bujt  frjonr)  that  1 
time  it  remains  till  July.  In  the  year  1 784,  fnow  was  {ts.^  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  largeft  mountain  till  the^i2th  of  July:  j;| 
1790,  it  lay  till  the  month  of  Auguft. 

During  this  period,  of  nine  or  ten    months,  the  mountainjj 
exhibit  more  or  lefs  of  that  bright  appearance  from  which  tliev 
are  denominated  white.      In  the  Spring,  when  the  (now  is  part. 
ly  diffolved,  they  appear  of  a  pale  blue,   ftreakcd  with  white; 
and  after  it  is  wholly  gone,  at  the  diflance  of  ftxty  miles,  they 
are  altogether   of  the  fame  pale  blue,   nearly  approaching  a  fky 
/colour;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  viewed  at  the  diflance  of  eight 
miles   or  lefs,  they  appear  of  the   proper  colour    of    the  rock, 
•Thefe  changes  arc  oblervcd  by   people  who  live  within  conftant 
view  of  them;  and  from  thefe  fatts  and  obfervations  it  m^y  with 
pertalnty  be   concluded,   that  the   whitencl's  of  them   is  wholly  I 
(caufed  by  the  fnow,  and  not  by  any  other  white  fubflance,  for, 
in  faft,  there  is  norie ;  there  are,  indeed,   in  the  fummer  months, 
fome  ftreaks  which  appear  brighter  than  other  parts:   but  thefe, 
y/hen  viewed  attentively  with  a  telcfcope,  are  plainly  obferved 
fo  be  the   edges  or  fides  of  tlic  long  deep  gullies  enlightened  by  1 
fhe  fun,  and  the  dark  parts  are  the  fhaded  fides  of  the  fame;  in 
%hc  courfe  of  a  day  thefe  fpot§  may  be  Icen  to  vary  according  tu  , 
\\\c  pof^tion  of  the  fun, 
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A  company  of  gentlemen  vifitcd  thcfc  mountains  in  July, 
g^    with  a  view  to  make  particular  oblervations  on  the  fcvc- 

i  ,al  phenomena  which  might  occur ;  it  happened  unfortunately, 
,  i\{\ck  clouds  covered  the  mountains  almoit  the  whole  time, 
.  iliat  fomc  of  the  inftruments,  which  with  much  labour  they 
rried  up  were  rendered  uiclefs ;  thefe  were  a  fextant,  a  tele- 
fcope  an  inftrument  for  afcertaining  the  bearing  of  diftant 
objcfts  a  barometer,  a  thermometer,  and  feveral  others  for 
different  purpofes.  In  the  barometer  the  mercury  ranged  at 
02  6  and  the  thermometer  flood  at  44  degrec^s.  It  was  their 
intention  to  have  placed  one  of  each  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 

[at  the  fame  time  that  the  others  were  carried  to  the  top,  for 
the  puruofe  of  making  correfponding  obfervations :  but  they 
were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe  of  the  journey,  through 

[the  rugged  roads  and  thick  woods;  and  the  barometer,  which 
v;as  carried  to  the  fummit,  had  fuffered  fo  much  agitation, 
that  an  allowance  was  necelTary   to  be  made  in  calculating  the 

[height  of  the  mountain,  which  was  computed  in  round  numbers, 

iat  five  thoufand  and  five  hundred  feet  above  the  meadows  in 
the  valley  below,  and  nearly  ten  thoufand  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  lea.*  They  intended  to  have  made  a  geometrical  men- 
furation  of  the  altitude ;  but  in  the  meadow  they  could  not  ob- 
tain a  bafe  of  fufficient  length,  nor  fee  the  fummit  of  the  fugajr 
loaf;  and  in  another  place,  where  thefe  inconveniences  were 
removed,  they  were  prevented  by  the  almofl  continual  obfcura- 
tion  of  the  mountains  by  clouds. 

Their  exercife  in  afcending  the  mountain  was  fo  violent, 
that  when  Dr.  Cutler,  who  carried  the  thermometer,  took  it  out 
of  his  bofom,  the  mercury  flood  at  fever  heat,  but  it  foon  fell 
to  44*,  and  by  the  time  that  he  had  adjulled  his  barometer  and 
thermometer,  the  cold  had  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  ufe 
of  his  fingers.  On  the  uppermoft  rock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Little 
began  to  engrave  the  letters  N.  H.  but  was  fo  chilled  with  the 
cold,  that  he  gave  the  inftruments  to  Col.  Whipple,  who 
finiflicd  the  letters.  Under  a  ftone  they  left  a  plate  of  lead, 
on  which  their  names  were  engraven.  The  fun  fhone  clear 
while   they  were  pafling  over   the  plain,  but  immediately  after 


•  This  computation  was  maae  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler.  Subfequent  obfer- 
vations and  calculations  have  induced  Mr.  Belknap  to  believe  the  compu' 
Ution  of  his  ingenious  friend  too  moderate,  and  he  is  perfuadcd,  that  when- 
ever the  mountain  can  be  meafured  with  the  requifite  precifion,  it  will  be 
lound  to  txictd  ten  thoufand  feet  of  perpendicular  altitude  above  the  level  of 
tU  ocean.  , 
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their  af rival  at  the  highcft  fummit,  they  had^he  mortrficaftiontjJ 
be  ctivetoped  in  a  denfe  cloud,  which  came  up  the  oppofue  ii^l 
of  the  mountain:  this  unfoKunate  circUtiiftance  prevented  theJ 
ftiiiking    any  farther  ufe  of  their  Inflrumenti.     Being  thuj  j^. 
volved,  as  they  were  defccnding  from   the  plain,    in  one  of  the  j 
long  deep  gullies,  not  being  able  to  fee  to  the  bottom,  on  a  fui 
den  their  pilot  flipped,  and  was  gone  out   of  fight,  though  h^n. 
pily  without    any    other  damage  than  tearing  his  clothes.     Tlii$| 
accident  obliged  them  to  flop.     When  they    turned  their  eyes 
upward,  they  were  aftonifhcd  at  the  immenfc  depth   and  hm.\ 
nefs  of  the  place,  which  they  had  dcliccnded  by  fixing  their  hccli 
on  the  prominent  par(;s  of  (he  rock,  and  found  it  imprafticablti 
to  re-afcend  the   fame  way;  but  having  difcovered  a   windim 
gully  of  a  more  gjpdual  afcent,  in  this  they  got  up  to  the  plain 
and  then  came  down  on  the  caftern  fide  ;  this  deep   gully  waj  I 
on  the  fouth-eaft.     From  thcl'e  circumflances  it  may  be  inferred 
that  it   is  more  pra£licablc  and   lafe  to  afcend  or  deicend  on  the 
ridges  than  in  the  gullies  of  the  mtountain. 

Thefe  vafl  and  irregular  heights,  being  copiouffy  replenifliedj 
with  water,  exhibit  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  cafcades,  fome  of 
which  fall  in  a  perpendicular  flieet  of  fpout,  others  are  wiidinj 
and  fioping,  others  fpread  and  form  at  bafort  in  the  rock,  and 
then  gufh  in  a  cataraft  over  its  edge.  A  poetic  fanCy  might 
find  full  gratification  amidft  fhcfe  wild  and  rugged  fcencs,  if  its 
ardor  be  not  checked  by  the  fatigue  of  the  approach  ;  almoft 
every  thing  in  nature  which  can  be  fuppofed  capable  of  infpir' 
ing  ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful  is  here  rcajifed  ;  ag 
mountains,  ftupendous  elevations,  rolling  clouds,  impcndinj! 
rocks,  verrdant  woods,  chryftal  ftreams,  the  gentle  rill,  and 
the  roaring  torrent,  all  confpire  to  amaze,  to  loothe,  and  to 
enrapture. 

On  the  wcflern  part   of  thefe  mountains  is  a  paf;;,  commonly  I 
called    The   Notch,    which,    in    the   narroweft    part,    meafurcsj 
but  twenty-two  feet,  between  two  perpendicular  rocks.     From 
the  height  above  it  a  brook  defcends,  and  meanders  through  a 
meadow,  formerly  a   beaver  pond.     It  is   furrounded   by  rocks, 
which  on  one   fide  are   perpendicular,  and  on  the   others   rife  in 
an   angle  of   forty-five  degrees — a  llrikingly  pidlurelque  fcene !  j 
This  defile  was    known  to  the  Indians,  who   formerly  led  their 
captives  throu^i  it  to  Canada  ;  but  it  had  been  forgotten  or  ncg- 
lefted  till  the   year  1771,  when   two  hunters  palled   through  it, 
and  from  their  report  the  proprietors  of  lands  on  the   northern 
parts  of  Connefticut   river   formed  the'plan  of  a  road  through ; 
it  to   the   Upper   Cohos,  from  which  it    is  diflant  twenty-live 
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iriilcs.  Along  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  meadow,  under  the  per- 
prnciicular  rock,  is  a  caufeway  of  large  logs  funk  into  the  mud  by 
rocks  blown  with  gunpowder  from  the  mountain.  On  this 
foundation  is  conftruftcd  a  road,  which  palTcs  through  the 
narrow  defile  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  meadow,  leaving  a  palTage  % 
im  the  rivulet  which  glides  along  the  wcftern  fide.  This  rivulet 
is  the  head  of  the  river  SaCo;  and  on  the  north  fide  of  ihe  mea- 
dow, at  a  little  diftance,  is  another  brook,  which  is  the  head 
of  Amonoofuckj  a  large  branch  Of  Conne£licut  river.  The 
latitude  of  this  place  is  46"  12'  N. 

The  rivulet  which  gives  rife  to  Saco  dcfccnds  towards  the 
fouth,  and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  defile  its  waters  are  aug- 
liiented  by  two  ftrcams  from  the  leftj  one  of  which  defcends  in  a 
trench  of  two  feet  wide,  and  is  called  the  Flume,  from  the  near 
relemblance  which  it  bears  to  an  artificial  flume;  over  thcfc  are 
thrown  ftrong  bridges,  and  the  whole  conftruftion  of  this  road 
is  firm  and  durable  ;  much  labour  has  been  expended  upon  it 
and  the  nett  proceeds  of  a  confifcated  eftatc  were  applied  to 
defray  th?  expcnce.  In  the  defcenf  the  pafs  widens,  and  the 
ftrcam  intrcafcs;  but  for  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  Notch,  tho 
mountains  on  each  (ide  are  fo  near,  as  to  leave  room  only  for 
the  river  and  its  intervales,  which  are  not  more  than  half  a  mile 
wide.  In  the  courfe  of  this  defccnt  feveral  curious  objcfts 
prcfent  thcmfelves  to  view;  on  the  fide  of  one  mountain  is  a 
projeftion  rcfenibling  a  fticlf,  on  which  ftands  four  large  fquare 
rocks,  in  a  form  rclembling  as  many  huge  folio  volumes.  la 
two  or  three  places,  it  immenfe  heights^  and  perfeftly  ini'ccefiTi- 
ble,  appear  rocks  of  a  wL  le  and  red  hue,  the  furface  of  which 
is  polifhed,  like  a  mirror,  by  the  conftant  trickling  of  water 
over  them.  Thefc  being  expofed  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  are 
capable,  in  the  night,  of  reflefting  the  moon  and  ftar  beams 
to  the  wondering  traveller  in  the  deep,  dark  valley  below,  and 
by  the  help  of  imagination,  are  fufEcient  to  give  rife  to  the  liftion 
of  carbuncles.  ' 

To  encompafs  thefc  mountains  as  the  roads  arc  laid  out, 
throutjh  the  eaftern  and  wcftern  pafles,  and  round  the  noithern 
fide  of  the  whole  clufter,  it  is  necelfary  to  travel  more  tlian 
feventy  miles,  and  to  ford  eight  confiderable  rivers,  befide  many 
fmaller  ftreams.  The  dift;ince  betweei-  the  heads  of  rivers, 
which  purfue  fuch  different  courles  from  this  immenfe  elevation, 
and  which  fall  into  the  fea  fo  many  hundred  miles  afunder,  is 
io  Irnall,  that  a  traveller  may,  in  the  courfe  of  one  day,  drink 
the  waters  of  Saco.  Amarifcoggin,  and  Connedicut  rivers.     Thcl'e 
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tvatcrs  are  all  pci  fodly  limpid  anJ  fwect,  excepting  one  brook 
on  the  ejflcrn  fulc  of  Mount  Wufhington,  which  has  a  fapona- 
ceous  tafto,  and  is  covered  willf  a  very  thick  and  (Irong  froth. 
It  is  faid,  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where  the  mag. 
— nciic  ncidlc  rcfufcs  to  travcrl'e;  this  is  probably  cauCed  by  a 
body  of  iron  ore.  It  is  alio  laid,  that  a  mineral  iuppofed  to  be 
load,  has  been  dii'covercd  near  the  caftcrn  pafs,  but  that  fpoi 
c;mnot  now  be  found.  What  (lores  the  bowels  of  the  mountains 
contain,  time  mud  unfold;  all  icarchcs  for  i'ubterraueous  trca- 
lures  having  hitherto  proved  fruitlefs.  The  mo  ft  certain  richcj 
which  they  yield  are  the  frelhcts,  which  bring  down  the  foil 
to  the  intervales  below,  and  form  a  line  mould,  producing,  by 
the  aid  uf  cultivation,  corn  and  hcrbago  in  the  moll  luxuriant 
plenty'. 

Nature  has  formed  fuch  a  connexion  between  mountains  and 
livers,  that  in  defcribing  one,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  Ipcak 
of  the  df  her. 

Ncw-Hempdiire  is  fo  fituated,  that  five  of  the  largefl  rivers 
in  New-England,  either  take  their  rile  within  its  limits,  or  re- 
ccivc  much  of  their  water  from  its  mountains.  Thefe  arc  the 
Coiinefticut,  Amarifcoggin,  Saco,  Merrimack,  and  Pafcataqua. 
Thefe  have  Ijcen  before  noticed  in  our  general  view  of  New- 
Kngland;  wc  fhall,  therefore,  only  add  fuch  oblcrvations  to 
"what  has  been  already  faid  concerning  them  as  immediately 
rclpcft  this  State. 

A  large  brunch  of  the  Saco,  called  Ellis  river,  rifes  at  the 
caftcrn  pafs  of  the  White  Mountains,  where  alio  originates 
Pcabody  rivcr,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin.  The  fountain  heads 
of  thefe  two  rivers  are  lo  near,  that  a  man  may  fet  his  foot  in 
one  and  reach  vtrith  his  hand  to  the  other.  In  lefs  than  half  a 
mile  Ibuthv/ard  from  this  fountain,  a  large  dream  which  runs 
down  the  highcft  of  the  White  Mountains  falls  into  Ellis 
river,  and  in  about  the  fame  diftance  from  this  another 
falls  from  the  fame  mountain  ;  the  former  of  thofe  dreams  is 
CulU;i*s  river,  the  latter  New  river.  The  New  river  firlt 
made  its  appearance  during  a  long  rain  in  Oftober,  1775; 
It  bore  down  many  rocks  and  trees,  forming  a  fcene  of  ruin 
for  a  long  courfe ;  it  has  ever  fince  been  a  conftant  dream, 
and  where  it  falls  intci  Ellis  river,  prefents  to  view  a  noble 
tafcadc  of  about  one  hundred  feet,  above  which  it  is  divided 
into  -three  dreams,  which  ilRic  out  of  the  bowels  of  the 
mountain.  Several  other  branches  of  Saco  river  fall  from 
dilFcrcnt  parts  of  this  immenie  cludcr  of  mountains,  and 
unite  about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  fource,  at  the 
plain  of  PJgwackct. 
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W'inipifcogcc  river  comet  fiom  the  lake  of  that   name,   an 
unite*  it«  wateis  with   Pcmigewanet,  at  the  lower  end  of  San- 
H    iitown.     I'lom  this  junftion,  the  confluent  flream  bears  the 

ivte  of  ^lerrirnack  to  the  fea. 
I  itj  curfc  through  New-Hamplhirc,  it  paffen  over  fcvcral 
falls,  the  moft  hcaiitiful  of  which  is  called  the  ifle  of  Hooklct, 
but  the  grinded  is  Amufkeag.  Hookfct  is  about  eight  milri 
below  the  town  of  Concord  ;  the  dcfccnt  of  the  water  is  tyit 
more  than  fifteen  feet  perpendicular  in  thirty  rods  ;  a  higli 
rock  divides  the  ftrcam,  and  a  fm.illcr  rock  lies  h(uvvccii  thut 
and  the  weftern  (horc.  From  an  citiincncc  rn  the  wellern 
fide  there  is  a  delightful  landfcape ;  the  water  above  and 
below  the  fall,  the  verdant  banks,  the  cultivated  fields,  and 
the  diflant  hills  in  the  back  ground,  form  a  piflurefquc  fccne, 
which  relieve*  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  dull  uniformity 
of  a  road  through  the  woods. 

Eight  miles  below  Hookfet  lies  Amiiikeag  fall ',  it  confids  of 
three  large  pitches  one  below  the  other,  and  the  water  is  fup- 
pofed  to  fall  about  eighty  feet  in  the  courfe  of  half  a  mile. 
The  river  here  is  fo  crooked  that  the  whole  of  the  fall  cannot 
be  viewed  at  once,  though  the  fecond  pitch,  which  may  be 
fcen  from  the  road,  on  the  weftern  fide,  appears  truly  mijeflic. 
In  the  middle  of  the  upper  part  of  the  fall,  is  a  high,  rocky 
ifland,  on  fomc  part  of  which  are  fcvcral  holes  of  various 
depths,  made  by  the  circular  motion  of  imall  ftoncs,  impelled 
by  the  force  of  the  defcending  water.* 

At  Walpole  are  thofe  remarkable  falls  in  Connefticut 
rivcr,+  which  we  have  before  noticed,  formerly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Great-Falls ;  the  depth  of  the  water  is  not  knowrii, 
nor  have  the  pcrpendiicular  height  of  the  falls  been  akcrtatnedi 
they  are  i'everal  pitches,   one   above  another,  in    the    Icngtii  of 


•  The  following  account  of  thefe  cavities  wa«  formerly  fcnt  to  the  Royai 
Society,  and  printed  in  their  Philofupliical  TranfaAions,  Vol.  xxix.  p.  70. 

"  A  little  above  one  of  the  falls  of  this  river,  at  a  place  called  Ainii(kcag,  is 
alKigc  irock  in  the  midft  of  the  IWeam,  on  the  top  of  which  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  pits,  m^de  cxaftly  round^  like  barrels  or  hoglheads  of  different  capa- 
cities, fome  of  "which  are  capable  of  holding  fevcral  tuns.  The  naiivcs  know 
nothing  of  the  making  of  them;  but  the  neighbouring  Indians  nfcd  to  hide 
their  provilions  here  in  the  wars  with  the  M;<quas,  aflirniing,  that  God  had  cut 
them  out  for  that  purpole  ;  bvt  they  feem  plainly  to  be  artiiicial." 

+  Thefe  falls  have  been  dcfcribcd  in  the  moft  extravagant  terms  in  an 
anonymous  publication,  entitled,  "  The  Hiftory  of  Ccmncilicut ;"  and  the  dcf. 
Cfiption  has  been  frequently  retailed  in  npwfpapers,  and  other  periodical  worJtSr 
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»}{  a  mile,  the  largcft  of  which  is  that  where  the  rock  divides 
the  ftrcam. 

In  the  rocks  of  this'  fall  are  many  cavities  like  thofc  at 
Amufkeag,  fome  of  which  are  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  from 
two  to  four  feet  deep.  On  the  fteep  fides  of  the  ifland  rock 
hang  fcveral  arm-chairs,  fuftened  to  ladders,  and  fecurcd  by  a 
ccimtcipoiie,  in  vi'hich  li^ermen  fit  to  cajtch  fahnon  and  (had 
with  dipping  nets. 

Over  this  fall,  in  the  year  1785,  a  ftrong  bridge  of  timber 
was  conftruftcd  by  Colonel  Enoch  Hale  ;  its  length  is  three 
hundred  and  fixty-five  feet,  and  it  is  fupported  in  the  middle  by 
the  ^reat  rock.  The  expence  of  it  >vas  eight  hundred  pounds; 
and  by  a  law  of  the  State,  9  jtojl  is  coliefted  from  paffengers. 
This  is  the  only  bridge  acrofs  Connefticut  river  ;  but  it  is  iu 
contemplation  to  creQ:  one  thirty-fix  mile?  above,  ^t  the  middle 
bar  of  White-river  fall,  where  the  paffage  for  the  water,  be- 
tween the  rocks,  is  aboiit  one  hundred  feet  wide.  This 
place  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Lebanon,  two  miles  below  Dart- 
mouth college. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe,  particularly,  the  numerous 
/alls,  which,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  exhiHt 
a  great  variety  of  curious  appearances,  many  of  which  have  been 
jrepisfented  in  the  language  of  fiftion  and  romance.  But  there 
is  one  in  Salmonfall  river  which,  not  for  its  magnitude,  but 
for  its  fingularity,  deferves  motice ;  it  is  called  the  Flume,  and 
is  fituated  betv>'ecn  the  townfhips  of  Rocheftcr  and  Lebanon. 
The  river  is  confined  between  two  rocks  about  twenty-five  feet 
high  ;  the  breadth,  at  the  top  of  the  bank,  is  not  more  than 
three  rods.  The  Flume  is  about  four  rods  in  length,  and  its 
breadth  is  various,  not  more  in  any  part  than  two  feet  and  a 
half,  and  in  one  part  fcaicely  an  hand  breadth  ;  but  here  the 
Water  has  a  fubterra neons  paifage. 

Mr.  Belknap,  who  vifited  this  place  in  1  782,  obfprves,  that 
in  the  fiat  rock  there  are  divers  cavities  like  thole  above  men- 
tioned ;  fome  of  them  cylindrical,  and  others  globular  ;  all  of 
them  he  found  to  contain  a  quantity  of  fmall  Rones  and  gravel, 
and  in  one  of  them  was  a  large  turtle  and  fcveral  frogs.  Th^ 
dimcnfions  of  five  of  tfielc  holes  were  as  follows  : 
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numerous 


The  largeft  of  thefe  cavities  is  confidcrably  higher  than  whcrv 
the  water  now  flpws,  qnlcfs  in  a  great  frefhet. 

From  a  fcries  of  obfervations  made  by  James  Winthrop, 
Elq.  on  the  rivers  of  Ncw-I^ampfliire  and  Vermont,  he  deduces 
this  conclufion,  **  that  the  defcent  of  their  rivers  is  much  lef* 
than  European  theorjfts  have  fuppofed  to  be  neccffary  to  give  a 
current  to  water.  In  the  laft  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  Con- 
pcfticut  river,  it  defcends  not  more  than  two  feet  in  a  mile. 
Onion  river,  for  forty-three  miles  from  its  mouth,  falls  four  feet 
in  a  mile,  and  is  exceedingly  rapid  between  the  catarafts.  We 
may  reckon  the  fhorc  at  Quebec  to  be  at  the  level  of  the  fea, 
and  two  hundred  miles  from  that  part  of  lake  Champlain,  where 
the  current  begins.  The  difference  of  elevation  will  be  three 
hundred  and  forty-two  feet,  or  twenty  inches  to  a  mile.  If  we 
extend  our  compariion  from  Quebec  to  the  top  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  at  Williamfton,  the  elevation  will  be  one  thoufand 
/ix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  feet,  and  the  diftance  about  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  j  which  is  five  feet  two  inches  and  a  half 
to  a  mile."* 

It  is  a  work  of  great  curiofity,  but  attended  with  much 
fatigue  to  trace  rivers  up  to  their  iources,  and  obferve  the  unit- 
ing of  I'prings  and  rivulets  to  form  thole  ilreams  which  are  dig- 
nified by  majeftic  names,  and  have  been  revered  as  deities  by 
favage  and  fuperftitious  people.  Rivers  originate  in  mountains, 
and  find  their  way  through  the  crevices  of  rocks  to  the  plains 
below,  where  they  glide  through  natural  meadows,  often  over- 
flowing them  with  their  frcfhets,  bringing  down  from  the  upper 
grounds  a  fat  flime,  and  depofiting  it  on  the  lower,  which  re- 
news and  fertilizes  the  foil,  and  renders  thefe  intervale  lands 
extremely  valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is  needed  on  them  for  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture. 

There  is  an  important  remark  concerning  the  rivers  of  this 
part  of  America ;  and  that  is,  that  they  often  change  their 
courfes,  and  leave  their  ancient  channels  dry.  Many  places 
may  be  feen  in  the  wildernefs  in  this  State,  where  rivers  have 
rolled  for  ages,  and  where  ftones  are  worn  fmooth  as  on  the  lea 
Ihore,  which  are  now  at  a  confiderab'le  diftance  from  the  prefcnt 
beds  of  the  rivers.  In  lome  places  thefe  ancient  channels  are 
converted  into  ponds,  which,  from  their  curved  form,  arc  called 
horfe-fhoe  ponds ;  in  others,  they  are  overgrown  with  bullies 
and  trees.  Thefe  appearances  are  frequent  in  the  mountainou? 
parts  of  the  country.      Connefticut  river,   which   divides    t\yq,^ 
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*  t^S.  letter  of  James  Wir.llnop,  Ef^. 
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States,  has  in  fome  places  changed  its  courfc.  Many  acrtj 
have  been  thus  made  in  a  few  years,  and  the  land  is  of  an  ex. 
ccllent  quality. 

There  are  generally  two  ftrata  of  intervale  lands  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  large  rivers,  one  is  overflowed  every  year,  the  other 
which  is  feveral  feet  higher,  and  further  removed  from  the 
\v51tcr,  is  overflowed  only  in  very  high  frcfhets.  In  feme 
places  a  third  is  found,  but  this  is  rare.  7  he  banks  of  thj 
upper  and  lower  intervales  are  often  parellel  to  each  other 
and  when  viewed  from  the  oppofite  fide,  appear  like  the  terraces 
of  an  artificial  garden. 

Thele  intervale  lands  are  of  various  breadths,  according  to 
the  near  or  remote  fituation  of  the  hills.  On  Connefticut  river 
they  are  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  on  each 
fide :  in  digging  into  them  large  found  trunks  of  trees  are  found 
at  various  depths. 

The  freflicts  are  not  equally  "high  every  year.  Mails  have 
lain  in  the  river  above  Amufkeag  fall  two  or  three  years,  wait. 
ing  for  a  fufficiency  of  water  to  float  them  over :  they  fomp- 
times  fall  athwart  the  ft.ream  and  are  broken  ;  -ibmetimes,  In  a 
narrow  paflage,  they  are  lodged  fo  firmly  acrofs,  as  to  be  remtov-(| 
only  by  cutting  ;  and  lometimes  they  are  lo  galled  by  the  rocks 
in  their  paffage,  as  to  leflcn  their  diameter,  and  confequently 
their  value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  Icfs  of  a  frefhet,  caufcd  by  the 
diflblving  of  the  fnow  in  tlie  woods  and  mountains  ;  if  it  be 
gradual,  as  it  always  is  when  not  accelerated  by  a  heavy  rain,  no 
damage  is  done  by  the  rifing  of  the  water. 

Immenfe  quantities  of  drift  wood  arc  brought  down  by  thefe 
frefliets,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns  con- 
tiguous to  the  rivers,  are  lupplied  wi)h  fuel,  and  thev  have 
learned  to  be  extremely  dextrous  ia  towing  on  fliore  whole 
trees  with  their  branches,  But  notwithftanding  their  aftivitv, 
;nuch  cfcapes  them,  and  is  driven  out  to  lea,  and  fome  of  it  is 
thrown  back  on  the  coail. 

Saco  river  has  nfcn  twenty- five  feet  in  a  great  frefhet ;  its 
common  rife  is  ten  feet.  Pcmigewaifct  river  has  alio  been  known 
to  rife  twenty-five  feet.  Connetticut  river,  in  a  common 
frefliet,  is  ten  feet  higlier  lli.ui  its  u(ui>l  fummer  level;  its 
grcatcft  elevation  docs    not  cjjLCCcd  twenty  feet. 

Winipifeogcc  lake  is  the  laij^tft  collcttion  of  water  in  New- 
Ilampfliire ;  it  is  twenty-two  miles  in  length  from  S.  E.  to 
N.  W,  and  of  very  unequal  breadth,  but  no  whtce.  more  than 
eight  miles.      Some  verv   long  necks   of  land  prcjetl  into  if,  ami 
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•    {-ontains    fcvnral    iilnnds,    large   and    fm-ill.     T'lC    mountains 

which  furround   it,  give   rife  to  many  ftreams  which    flow  into 

lit  and  between  it    and  the  mountains    are  fever;il   leflcr   ponds 

which  communicate  with  it.     Contiguous    to    this  lake  are  the 

Itownfliips  of   Moultonborough  on    tlie  N.  W. ;  Tuftonborough 

iWolfborough  on  the  N.  E.  :   Meredith  and  Gilmantown  on  the 

S.  W. ;  and  a  traft  of  land  called  the  Gore,  on  the  S.  E.     From 

the  S.  E.    extremity   of   this  lake,  called  Merry-meeting  bay,   to 

[the  No  W.  part,  called  Senter-harbour,  there   is  good  navigation 

[in  the  fuinmer,  and  generally  a  good  road    in  the  winter  ;   the 

hake  is  frozen  about  three  months,  and  many  fldighs  and  teams, 

[from  the  circumjacent  towns,  crofs  it  on  the  ice. 

The  next  largeil  lake  is  Umbagog,  in  the  northern  extremity 
jof  the  State  :  it  is  but  little  known,  and  no  other  furvey  has 
Ibeen  made  of  it  than  was  neceffary  for  extending  the  divilional 
lline  between  New-Hampfliire  and  Maine,  in  1789.  Next  to 
{this,  are  Squain,  in  the  townfliip  of  Holdcrnefl'e  ;  Sunnapes,  in 
Ithc  townfliips  of  Wendel  and  Fifhersfield  ;  and  Great  Offapy, 
[in  the  ungranted  land  of  the  Mafonian  purchafe.  Smaller  ponds 
[aie  very  numerous,  fcarcely  any  town  being  without  one  or 
Imore ;  there  is  generally  a  current  through  them,  but  fome  have 
jno  vilible  outlet  ;  their  waters  arc  limpid  and  fweet. 

A  remarkable  circumftance   is  mentioned  refpefting  Mafcomy 

Ipnnd,  which  lies  partly  in   Lebanon    and  partly   in  Enfield,  and 

[vents  into  Connecticut   river.      It  is  about    five  miles   in  length 

land  one  in  breadth,  its  depth    is    from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms. 

iThe  furrounding  land    bears   evident  marks  that    the  furface  of 

[tliis  pond  was  once  thirty   or  forty  feet    higher  tlian    its  prefent 

[level.     By  what  caule  the  alteration  was  made,  and  at  what  time, 

jisunkown;  but   appearances  indicate    a    fudden  rupture,   there 

being  no    fign    of  any   margin   between  its  former  and    prefent 

tlicight.     About  a  mile  dittant  from  its  outlet,  there  is  a  declivity 

dF  rocks  forty    feet  higher    tJian  the  ftream  as  it   now  runs  ;  by 

Itlic  4ituution    of  thefc  rocks,    it  appears  that,  they  were  once  a 

fall  over  which   the    water  flowed  •,    but  it  has  now  made  for  it- 

felf  a  very   deep  channel   through   folid  earth,  nearly    a  mile  in 

[length,  where  it  feems  confined  fur  futurity,* 

111  the  townfliip  of  Atkinfon,  "  in  a  large  meadow,  there  is 
an  idand  containing  fevcn  or  eight  acres,  which  was  formerly 
jloaded  wuh  valuable  pine  ti  )ber,  and  other  forcft  wood.  When 
Ithe  meadow  is  overflovv'cd,  by  means  of  an  artificial  d-un,  this 
[ilUnd  rifcs  in  the  iunc  degree  as  the  water  rifcs,  which  is  lome- 
iines.iix   feet.      Near   the  middle   of  this  illand  i$  a   fmall  pond, 

*  MS  Letter  of  the  Hon.  Eliflid  Piync,  Eftj. 


6o 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTIS^ 


which  has  been  gradually  leffening  ever  fince  it  was  known,  ani 
is  now  almoft  covered  with  verdure.  In  this  plaee  a  pole  of 
fifty  feet  has  difappcared  without  finding  a  bottom:  in  the 
water  of  that  pond  there  have  been  fifli  in  plenty,  which,  when 
the  meadow  hath  been  flowed,  have  appeared  there,  and  whetr  | 
the  water  hath  been  drawn  ofF  have  been  left  on  the  meadow 
at  which  time  the  ifland  fettles  to  its  ufual  ftate."* 

In  the  town  of  Rye  there  was  formcly  a  frefh  pond,  cover- 
ing about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  fituate  within  ten  or  i 
fifteen  rods  of  the  fea^  being  feparated  from  it  by  a  bank  of 
fand.  A  communication  was  opened  between  this  pond  and  the 
fea,  in  the  year  1719,  by  which  means  the  frefti  water  was 
drawn  off,  and  the  place  is  regularly  overflowed  by  the  tide, 
and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.+ 

During  the  year,  1791,  a  canal  was  cut  through  the 
marfhes,  which  opens  an  inland  navigation  from  Hampton, 
through  Salifbury,  into  Merrimack  river,  for  about  eight  miles, 
By  this  paiTage  loaded  boats  are  eondufted  with  the  utmoll 
eafc  and  fafety. 

Another  objeO;  on  the  face  of  this  country  Worthy  of  <bbfer- 
vation,  is  the  aged  and  majeftic  appearance  of  the  forefl  trees, 
of  which  the  mo  ft  noble  is  the  maft  pine.  This  tree  often  I 
grows  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fometimes  two 
hundred  feet  ;  it  is  ftraight  as  an  narrow,  arid  has  no  branches 
but  very  near  the  top ;  it  is  from  twenty  to  forty  inches  in 
diameter  at  its  h^fc^  and  appears  like  a  ftately  pillar  adorned 
with  a  verdant  capital  in  form  of  a  cone.  Inteffperfed  sfmonj 
fhefc  are  the  common  foreft  trees  of  various  kinds,  whofe  height 
is  generally  about  fixty  or  eighty  feet.  In  Iwamps,  and  neir 
rivers,  there  is  a  thick  growth  of  underwood,  wliich  renders 
travoUinP  dilTicult  :  on  hiph  land  it  is  not  fo  troublelome  :  aiiii  I 
on  dry  plains  it  is  quite  incoiiiiderable. 

Atnidft  thele  wild  and  rugged  fcenes,  it  is  pleaftnq  to  oh- 
ferve  the  luxuriant  tportings  of  nature  :  trees  are  icen  growing 
on  a  naked  rock;  their  roots  cither  penetrate  fome  of  its  I 
crevices,  or  run  over  its  furfncc  and  fhoot  into  the  ground, 
M''hert  a  tree  is  ccntlguous  to  a  I'mall  roi  k,  its  b;nk  will  fre- 
quently inclofe  and  cover  it.  Branches  ot different  trees,  but  | 
of  the  iame  I'pceies,  fometimes  intertwine  and  even  ingrift 
tlie'.nielves  lo  as  to  grow  together  in  one.  On  lome  trorsnc 
found  huge  protuberant  warts,  capable  of  being  formed  inn 
})o\\'1g,    which  arc  vcrv  touffJi  and  durable.      On  rocks,    as  well 
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IS  on  trees,  we  find  varieties  of  mofs;  it  fomctiincs  affumc$ 
a  erotefque  appearance,  hanging  in  tufts  like  long  hair  from 
the  branches,  or  inclofing  the  trunks,  or  fpreading  over 
rocks  like  a  carpet,  and  extending  from  one  rock  to  another. 
It  is  obferved  that  mofs  is  thickeft  on  the  north  fides  of  trees* 
Bv  this  mark  the  favagcs  know  their  courfe  in  cloudy  wea- 
ther, and  many  of  our  hunters  have  learned  of  them  to  travel 
without  a  compafs, 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  foil  in  New-Hampfhire:  the  in- 
tervale lands  on  the  large  rivers  are  accounted  the  moft  valua- 
ble, bccaufe  they  are  overflown  and  recruited  every  year  by  the 
water  from  the  uplands,  which  brings  down  a  fat  flime  or  fedi- 
ment  of  the  confidence  of  foap.  Thefe  lands  produce  every 
kind  of  grain  in  the  utmoft  perfeftion,  but  are  not  fo  good  for 
pafture  as  the  uplands  of  a  proper  quality.  The  wide-fpreading 
hills  of  a  moderate  elevation,  are  generally  much  efteemed  as 
warm  and  rich;  rocky  moid  land  is  accounted  good  for  pafture; 
drained  fwamps  have  a  deep  mellow  foil,  and  the  valleys  be- 
tween hills  are  generally  very  produftive. 

In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  the  foil  is  diftinguifhed 
by  the  various  kinds  of  wood  which  grows  upon  it;  thus:  white 
oak  land  is  hard  and  ftony,  the  undergrowth  confifting  of  brakes 
and  fern ;  this  kind  of  foil  will  not  bear  grafs  till  it  has  been 
ploughed  and  hoed ;  but  it  is  good  for  Indian  corn,  and  mtift 
be  lubdued  by  planting  before  it  can  be  converted  into  mowing 
or  pa»1ure.     The  fame  may  be  faid  of  chefnut  Lnd. 

Pitch  pine  land  is  dry  and  fandy ;  it  will  bear  corn  and  rye 
with  ploughing,  but  is  foon  worn  out,  and  needs  to  lie  fallow 
two  or  three  years  to  recruit. 

White  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but  has  a  dreper 
foil,  and  is  of  courfe  better;  \y}\h  thefe  kinds  of  land  b^^r 
brakes  and  fern;  and  wherever  thele  grow  in  large  quantities, 
it  is  an  indication  that  ploughing  is  neeelTary  to  prepare  the 
land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  k-^mlock,  in  the  caftern  parts  of  the  State,  denote 
a  thin,  cold  iuil,  which,  after  much  labour  in  the  clearing, 
will,  indeed,  bear  grafs  without  plougl..ag,  but  the  crops  are 
fmall,  and  there  is  a  natural  tough  Iward,  commonly  called  a 
rug,  which  muft  either  rot  or  be  burned  before  any  cultivation 
can  be  made.     But   in   the   wcftern    parts,  the  fpryqc  and  hem- 
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lock,  with  a  mixture  of  birch,  denote  a  moid  foil,  which  ij 
excellent  for  gnifs.  • 

When  the  white  pine  and  the  oil-nut  are  found  in  the  fame 
land,  it  is  commonly  a  deep  moid  loam,  and  is  accounted  very 
rich  and  profitable. 

Beech  and  maple  land  is  generally  eflcemcd  the  mod  eafy  and 
advantngcous  for  cultivation,  as  it  is  a  xvarm,  rich,  lOamy  foil 
which  eafily  takes  grafs,  corn,  and  grain  without  ploughing; 
and  not  only  bears  good  crops  the  firft  year,  but  turns  immedi. 
atcly  to  mowing  and  pafture;  that  foil  which  is  deeped  and  of 
the  darked  colour,  is  edeemed  the  bed. 

Black  and  yellow  birch,  white  afh,  elm,  and  alder,  are  indi. 
cations  of  good  foil,  deep,  rich,  and  moid,  which  will  admit 
grals  and  grjin  without  ploughing. 

Red  oak  and  white  birch  are  figns  of  drong  land,  and  gene- 
rally the  drength  of  laud  is  judged  of  by  the  largenefs  of  the 
trees  wlijch  it  produces. 

There  are  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the  growth  on  ♦';;; 
fame  l\>.i  r,  a  courfe  of  time,  for  which  no  caufcs  can  be  afugn- 
eu,  iii  :  me  places,  the  old  danding  trees,  and  the  fallen 
dccaytd  t^  es,  appear  to  be  the  fame,  whild  the  mod  thriyirg 
trv  ..  ire  nf  a  different  kind;  for  indance,  the  old  growth  in 
fomc  puii. .:;,  js  red  oak,  or  white  afli,  whild  the  other  trees  are 
beech  &::•!  naple,  without  any  young  oak  0  iih  among  them, 
It  is  probable  that  the  growth  is  thus  changed  in  many  places; 
the  only  conclufion  which  can  be  drawn  from  this  circmndance, 
is,  that  the  fnme  foil  is  capable  of  bearing  divers  kinds  of  trees; 
but  dill  there  is  a  difference  fufficicnt  to  deno<;Qinate  the  foil  from 
the  growth. 

Several  ways  of  raifing  a  crop  on  new  land  have  been  prac- 
tlfcd,  The  eaficd  and  cheaped  method  was  originally  learned 
of  the  Indians,  \vlio  never  looked  very  far  forward  in  their  im- 
provcments.  The  method  is  that  of  girtUing  the  trees  ;  which 
is  done  by  making  a  circular  inciiion  through  the  bark,  and 
leaving  them  to  die  danding.  This  operation  is  performed  in 
the  fummer,  and  the  ground  is  fowed  in  .^..ugud  with  winter- 
rye,  intermixed  with  gials  ;  the  m  ;:  yc  .  the  trees  do  not  put 
forth  leaves,  and  the  land  having  yielded  a  crop,  "^ccomcs  fit 
for  padurc.  This  method  helps  [-•  r  i'cttlers  a  iiltle  the  firft 
year  ;  but  ihc  inconvenience  of  it  is,  that  if  the  treei  are  left 
danding,  they  arc  continually  breaking  and  falling  with  the 
wind,  wliith  endangers  the  lives  of  cattle;  and  the  ground 
being  condantly  encumbered  by  the  falling  trees,  is  Id's  ft  lu; 
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jnowlng;  (o  that  if  the  labour  be  not  effe£luj.lly  done  at  once,  it 
nruft  be  4onc  in  a  fucceflion  of  time. 

In  the  intervale  land  on  Connefticut  river,  wheat  often 
yields  forty,  and  foinetimes  fifty  bufhcls  to  the  acre;  but  ip 
common  upland,  if  it  produces  twenty  bufhcls  it  is  reckoned 
profitable,  thoygh  it  often  falls  fliort  of  that,  Indian  corn  will 
iomctitncs  average  thirty  or  forty,  but  it  is  to  be  jobfcrved  that 
this  latter  grain  does  not  produce  To  largely,  nor  Is  the  grain 
fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  old  lands  well  cultivated.  This, 
however,  is  owing  much  to  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon  in  which 
it  is  planted;  if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly  burnt  land  as  on 
the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  all  grains,  winter  rye 
thrives  bcft  on  new  lands,  and  Indian  corn  or  barley  on  the  old- 
Barley  does  not  fucceed  well  in  the  new  landj  nor  is  flax  railed 
with  any  advantagf?,  until  the  land  has  been  cultivated  for  fome 
years.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and  peas,  but  all  Jcinds  of 
(ifculent  roots  are  mucl>  larger  and  fwetter  in  the  virgin  foil 
than  in  any  other, 

The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new    lands  has  been 
much  improved  within  the  laft  thirty  years.     Forty  years  ago 
jtwas  thought  impolTible  to  raife  Indian  corn  without  the  plough 
and  the   hoe.     T^he   mode  of  planting  it  among  the  burnt  logs, 
was  pra,6lifed  wiMjkgreat  fuccefs  at  Gilmantown,  about  the  year 
1^62,  and   thi^iPPy   method   of  cultivating   foon   became   uni- 
verfal  in   the   new  plantations.     It  is  now  accounted  more  pro- 
fitable for  a   young   man   to  go  upon  new,  than  to  remain  on 
the  old  lands,.    jLa   the   early   part  of  life,  every   day's  labour 
employed  in    fiSBRng    the   wildcrnefs,    lays   a    foundation    for 
future  profit:  befidcs  the   mode  of  fubduing   new   land,    there 
has  been  no  improvement  made  in  the  art  of  hufbandry.     The 
feafon  of  vegetation  is  fhort,  ^nd  is  almoft  wholly  employed  in 
preparing,  planting,  and  tillin-g  the  land,  in  cutting  and  houf- 
ing  fodder,  and  g;Uiici  ing  in  the  crops.     Thefe   labours  iucceed 
invariably,  and  muil  be  attended  to  in  their  proper   fcalon ;   fo 
that  little  time   can  be  fpared  for  experiments,  if  tlie  people  in 
general   were  dilpofed  to  make  them.      Indeed,  fo  fudden  is  the 
fucceffion  of  labours,   that  upon  any  irregularity  in'  the  weather, 
they  run  into   one    anotlicr,  and,  if  help  be   Icarce,  one  cannot 
be  completed   before  the  other  fufFcrs  for  want   of  being  done. 
Thus  hay   is    often    Ipoiled    for    want    of  being   cut    in    feafon, 
when   the  luirvcft  is  plentiful.      It    is    partly    from   this    caulc, 
partly    from   the    ideas    of    eouai.ity    with    which   the    minds 
of  hiifliunumcn    are    early   impreiTcd,  and  partly  from  a  want  c£ 
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education,  that  no  fpirit  of  improvement  is  fecn  among  them 
but  every  one  purfucs  the  bufinefs  of  fowing,  planting,  mow. 
ing,  and  raifuig  cattle,  with  unremitting  labour  and  undcviating 
Uniformity., 

Very  little  ufe  is  made  of  any  manure  except  barn  dung, 
though  marl  may  be  had  in  many  places,  with  or  without  dig. 
ging.  The  mixing  of  difierent  ftrata  is  never  atended  to,  though 
nature  often  givts  the  hint  by  the  rain  bringing  down  fand 
from  a  hill  on  a  clay  bottom,  and  the  grafs  growing  there  in 
greater  beauty  and  luxuriance  than  cHewhere.  Dung  is  feldom 
luffered  to  remain  in  heaps  over  the  fummer,  but  is  taken  every 
fpring  from  the  barn,  and  either  fpread  over  the  field  and 
ploughed  in,  or  laid  in  heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes  whcic 
Corn  and  potatoes  are  planted. 

Gardens  in  the  country  towns  are  chiefly  left  to  the  mnnagi. 
ment  of  women,  the  men  contenting  themfelvcs  with  fencinn 
and  digging  them;  and  it  muft  be  iaid,  to  the  honour  of  the 
female  fex,  that  the  (canty  portion  of  earth  committed  to  their 
care,  is  often  made  produ£live  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  their 
families.  \ 

As  the  firft  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliire  came  chiefly  from 
the  fouth-weflern  counties  of  England,  where  cyder  and  perry 
were  made  in  great  quantities,  they  tookjIBp  to  fluck  their 
plantations  with  apple  trees  and  pear  trees,^^ich  throve  well, 
and  grew  to  a  great  lize.  The  firft  growth  is  now  decayed  or 
pcrifhed,  but  a  fucceflion  has  been  prefervcd,  and  no  good 
huibandman  thinks  his  farm  complete  withonljgn  orchard.  Per- 
ly  is  ftill  made  in  the  old  towns,  bordering  ^KPafcataqua  river, 
bet  in  the  interior  country  the  apple  tree  is  chiefly  cultiviUed. 
In  many  of  the  townihips  which  have  been  fettled  fmcc  the 
conqueft  of  Canada,  young  orchards  bear  well,  and  cyder  i« 
yearly  becoming  more  plentiful. 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated  ;  but  from  the  fpccimcns 
which  fome  gardens  produce,  their  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
cherry,  the  mulberry,  the  plum,  at''  the  quince,  might  be  mul- 
tiplied to  any  degree.  The  peach  docs  not  thrive  well,  the  trees 
being  very  fhort-lived.  The  apricot  is  fcarcely  known,  'i'lie 
white  and  red  current  grow  luxuiiantly,  if  properly  fitiiated  and 
Cultivated,  The  barberry,  though  an  exotic,  is  thoroughly  na- 
turalised, and  grows  fpontancoufly  in  hedges  or  p.iftuies. 

It  has  often  been  in  this  State  a  fuhj°ft  of  complaint,  tli;it 
grain,  flax  and  ellulent  vegetables,  degenerate.  This  muy  be 
flitiibedto  the  feed  not  being  chanj;pd,  but  fown  rucccflivcly  on 
the  fame  i'oil,  or  in  the  lame  neighbourhood,  for  too  lung  a  uuiCi 
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««  The  Siberian  wheat  for  fcvcral  years  produced  good  crops ; 
but  becoming  at  length  naturalized  to  the  climate,  it  fijarcd  the 
fate  of  the  common  kind  of  wheat,  and  dilHppointcd  the  expec- 
tations of  the  farmer.  Were  the  feed  renewed  every  five  or  lis 
years,  by  importations  from  Siberia,  it  might  be  cultivated  to 
advantage."  It  mud  be  obfcivcd,  that  the  Siberian  wheat 
which  was  fdwn  in  New-Hamplhire,  about  twelve  years  ago, 
vras  carried  from  England,  where  it  had  been  fown  for  feveral 
preceding  years.  Whether  an  intermediate  ftage  is  favourable 
to  the  tranfjilantation  of  feed  from  north  to  fouth,  and  the  fuc- 
ccfs  of  it*  cultivation,  may  be  worthy  of  inquiry.  With  relpeft 
to  plants,  which  require  the  whole  fcafon  to  grow  in,  it  is 
oblcrvcd,  that  "  the  removal  of  them  from  fouth  to  north, 
ought  to  be  by  fhort  ftages ;  in  which  cafe  they  accommodate 
thcmlelves  by  infenfible  degrees  to  the  tcniperature  and  length 
of  the  vegetating  term,  and  frequently  acquire  as  good  a  degree 
of  perfcftion  in  foreign  climes  as  in  their  native  foil.  Such  are 
the  refources  of  nature  !" 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief  bufinefs  of  the 
people  of  New-Hampfliire,  if  they  attend  to  their  true  intcrefi. 
Kvery  tree  which  is  cut  down  in  the  forcft,  opens  to  the  fun 
a  new  fpot  of  earth,  which,  with  cultivation,  will  produce  food 
for  man  and  beaft.  It  is  impofTible  to  conceive  what  quantities 
inav  be  produced  of  beef,  pork,  mutton,  poultry,  v/hcat  rye, 
Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and  cheefe,  articles  which  will 
always  find  a  market.  Flax  and  hemp  may  alio  be  cultivated 
to  great  advantage,  efpecially  on  the  intervale  lands  of  the 
large  rivers.  TH'C  barley  of  New-England  is  much  efleemed  in 
the  middle  States,  and  the  demand  for  it  is  fo  great,  ns  to  encou- 
rage its  cultivation  ;  it  is,  belides,  a  kind  of  grain  which  is  not 
liable  to  blaft.  Hops  will  grow  on  almoft  any  foil,  and  ir.c 
labour  attending  them  is  fo  inconfidcrablc,  that  there  can  be  no 
excule  for  ncglcfting  the  univerfal  cultivation  of  them.  The 
confumption  of  them,  and  confequentlv  the  demand  for  them  us 
as  an  article  of  commerce,  is  continually  incrcaling. 

The  firfl  neat  cattle  imported  from  Europe  into  NewHamp- 
fiiire,  were  lent  by  Captain  John  Malon  and  his  affociatcs, 
about  the  year  1633,  to  flock  tlieir  plantations,  and  to  be  cm- 
ployed  in  drawing  lumber.  Thcfc  cattle  were  of  a  lirge  breed, 
and  a  yellow  colour,  procured  from  Denmark.  W'hilft  the 
bulinefs  of  getting  lumber  was  the  chief  employment  of  the 
people,  the  breeding  of  large  cittle  was  more  attended  to 
than  it  is  now.  Calves  were  allowed  to  nm  with  rlu"  cows. 
•iiU  fuck   -iX   their    pleasure.      Men    were    ambition;;  to    be  dii- 
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tiiiguinicJ  by  the  fizc  and  ftrcngth  of  their  oxen.  Bets  were 
frequently  laid  on  the  exertions  of  their  ftrcngth,  and  the  prize 
was  contended  for  as  caincftly  a»  the  laurel  at  the  Olympic 
lines.  ''  lis  ardour  is  not  yet  wholly  cxtiiiguiflied  in  lome 
places ;  But  as  hulbandry  hath  gained  ground,  lets  attention 
is  p:»id  to  the  ftrcngth,  and  more  to  the  fatncfs  of  cattle 
for,  the  market,  nnd  calves  are  deprived  of  part  of  theit 
natural  iood,  for  the    advantage  of  making  butter  and  chcefc. 

As  the  countrv  becomes  more  and  more  cleared,  pnfture 
frr  cattle  incre;nes,  and  the  number  is  continually  mulii. 
p'  cd.  From  the  upper  parts  of  Ncw-IIampniiic,  great  herds 
nf  fat  cattle  are  driven  to  thr.  Bofton  market,  whence  the 
beef  ii  exported  to  Ncvi-Scotia,  and  falted  to  the  Weft  and 
Eaft-Indics. 

At  !.vhnt  time  and  by  w1  ^m  the  horfc  was  lirft  imported, 
<locs  not  appear.  No  particular  care  is  t;ikcn  by  the  people 
in  general  to  improve  the  breed  of  this  majcftic  and  ufcfiil 
animal,  and  biing  it  to  th;it  perfcftion  of  which  it  is  capable, 
The  railing  of  colts  is  w  t  accounted  a  profitable  part  of 
hufbandry,  as  t'  hoi'fc  is  but  little  ufcd  for  draught,  ^nd 
liis  flefh  ib  ot  no  value.  The  proportion  of  horl'es  to  ncai 
cattle  is  not  mcuc  t'.ian  one  to  twenty.  Few  live  and  die 
or  ihc  plantati  ns  wlierc  they  arc  bred  ;  fome  arc  exporicd 
to  the  Weft-India  iflands,  but  the  moft  arc  continually 
fnifted  from  one  owner  to  another,  by  means  of  a  fet"  of 
contemptible  wretches  called   'ti>ife  j(    kies. 

Afles  1'  !ve  been  lately  intrc^dureu  into  the  country.  -  The 
raifing  of  mules  ccicrvcs  CiCsi-ragcment,  aS-"  the  exportation 
of  them  to  the  Weft- Indies  is  more  prod  table  than  that  of 
h.orfr.s,  and  they  may  be  ufed  to  advantage  in  tra.vflling  or 
cnrrying  biuthcns  in  the  rough  and  mountainous  parts  of  the 
wildcrncls. 

Sheep,  r,onts,  and  fwine,  were  at  firft  fcnt  o""-  from 
England,  Ly  the  allociatcs  of  Laconia.  Slieep  have  guatlv 
ir.ultiplied,  and  arc  accounted  the  moft  profitable  ftock  which 
can  be  railed  on  a  fjnn.  The  breed  might  be  renewed  and 
improved  by  importing  from  liarbary,  the  mulllon,  which  is 
fiid  tn  l>e  the  parent  ftock  of  the  European  and  confe- 
quently  of  t' ''  American  ftiorp.  Goats  are  not  much  pro- 
p3g:ited,  cliicflv  becaufe  it  is  difhtult  to  confine  them  in 
pafturcs.  Swine  are  very  prolific,  and  fcarcely  a  family  is 
without  tlicm.  During  the  funimer,  they  are  either  fed  on 
the  waftc  of  the  dairy  and  kitchen,  or  ringed  and  turned 
jot."   i';^    fieMs   of   clover,   cr    permitted   to    run    at    large   in 
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the  woods,  where  they  pick  up  nuts  and  acorns,  or  grub 
the  roots  of  fern ;  but  after  harveft  they  arc  fhut  uj),  and 
fatted  on  Indian  corn.  The  pork  of  Ncw-£ngljnd  is  not 
inferior   to  any   m   the   world. 

Domcftic  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  raifcd  in  great  ])lcHty 
and  pcrfcftion  in  New-IIampfhire.  In  fcjine  of  the  lower 
tovvns  thcv  have  a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which 
were  cxpui  ted  from  England  about  twenty  years  paft ;  but 
f'  ,s  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with  the  common  fort,  by 
which  means  it  will,  in  time,  degenerate.  The  llock  of 
al!  domcftic  animals  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if  it 
is  the  willi  to  [jrefervc  them  unimpaired,  ur  rcflorc  them  tu 
their  original  perfcftion. 
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CAVERNS,  STONES,  FOSSILS,  AND  MINERALS. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  preriplces,  fomc 
openings  appear,  which  arc  generally  luppofed  to  be  the 
haunts  of  bears  and  rattlc-fnakes,  and  are  rather  objt£h  of 
dread  than  of  curiofity.  A  particular  dcfcription  of  one  of 
tlicfe  caverns  in  the  townlhip  of  Chefler,  by  Peter  French, 
an  ingenious  young  gentleman,  deceafcd,  ihall  be  given  in 
his  own  words.  ,. 

"  At  about  five  miles  diftancs  from  Ch'^flcr  mecting-houfe, 
and  very  near  the  road  leading  to  Concord,  is  an  eminence 
called  Rattle-inake  Ilill.  Its  bale  is  nearly  circular,  and 
about  half  a  mile  in  diameter.  It  is  very  rugged,  elpeciilly 
on  the  ibuthcrn  fide,  where  it  is  almoft  perpendicular,  and  its 
futnmit  frowns  tremendous,  about  four  hundred  feet  liigh. 
In  this  lide,  at  the  height  of  ten  yaids,  is  an  aperture  in  the 
rocks,  of  about  five  feet  high,  and  twenty  inches  broad, 
which  is  the  entrance  to  what  i>  called  the  Devil's  Den, 
concerning  which,  many  frightful  Ilories  are  told,  to  in- 
c:t-Ak.  the  terrors  of  the  evening,  among  the  children  of 
the  neighbouring  villages ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  oblerved 
the  eyes  of  men  aflume  a  peculiar  brightnels,  while  re- 
counting the  imaginary  (sl.ingers  which  they  had  there  for- 
tunately efcapcd. 

"  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet  long,  it  then  contri.fts 
its  height  to  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  difplays  its  brc;iJtli 
horizontally  on  the  right,  fiftec-n  fe^-t,  where  it  is  irregu- 
laily  loft  among  the  contiguous  r()cJ-.'5.  This  form  of  the 
cavity   continues   about    ten    Icrt,    when    ir.    i'uddcnlv    becomes 
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about  eight  feet  high,  and  three  wide,  the  fides  nearly  per. 
pendicular,  continuing  thus  about  nine  feet.  In  the  midway 
of  which,  on  the  fame  plane,  »nd  nearly  at  right  anglcj 
on  the  left,  is  an  aperture  of  five  feet  high  and  four  wide 
which  continues  ten  or  ttvelve  feet,  where  it  is  loft  irrc- 
gularly  among  ^  the  rocks.  Oppofite  to  this,  on  the  right 
lies  a  fpacious  chamber,  parallel  to  the  faid  plane,  elevated 
about  four  feet,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  fquare,  and  about 
three  feet  high,  floorc('  and  ceiled  by  a  regular  rock,  from 
the  upper  part  of  which  are  dependent  many  excrefcenres 
nearly  in  the  form  of  a  pear,  fome  of  which  are  more 
than  an  inch  long ;  but  there  is  a  much  greater  number 
of  every  poflible  inferior  fize  ;  thefe  are  eafily  feparable 
from  the  rock,  and  fcveral  of  them  are  depofited  in  the 
mufcum  at  Cambridge,  where  they  are  fhewn  for  petrified 
water.  Their  colour  and  confiftence  are  thofc  of  a  common 
{lone,  but  when  approached  in  the  cave  with  a  flambeaux, 
they  throw  about  a  fparkling  luftre  of  almoft  every  hue. 
This  appearance  is  caufed  by  a  large  drop  of  water,  which 
hangs  about  the  end  of  each,  and  when  the  echo  of  its  fall 
has  reverberated  round  the  vault,  another  begins  to  kindle  \  i 
in  i'ucceflion.  ' 

"  At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  nine  feet  is  a 
perpendicular  defcent  of  about  four  feet  ;  where  the  paffage 
becoming  not  more  than  eighteen  inches  wide,  but  at  lead 
fifteen  feet  high,  and  dill  nearly  perpendicular,  bends  gently 
to  the  right  in  an  arch  of  a  very  large  circle,  for  about 
thirty  feet,  where  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the  height  falls  into 
breadth,  and  all  in  fcven  or  eight  feet  more  is  loft  amonj 
the  rocks,  in  inconiiderable  chinks. 

"  The  general  dircftion  of  this  cave  is  nearly  north,  and 
upon  an  alccnt  of  about  three  degrees.  The  cavity  is  ter- 
minated by  rocks  on  all  fides,  favc  that  the  above-menti- 
oned thirty  feet  has  a  gravelly  bottom,  at  the  farther  end 
of  which  rifes  a  fmall  rivulet,  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
fulphur.  This,  rivulet  increafes  imperceptibly  in  its  defcent 
along  the  thirty  feet  ;  when  it  falls  fuddenly  into  a  tranfverfe 
chink,  about  three  inches  wide,  which  receives  it  perpendicu- 
larly about  ten  feet,  when  the  little  fubterraneous  cjufcade  is 
intercepted  by  fomc  thin  lip  of  a  rock,  and  thrown  about  in 
quite  a  meny  drain  for  fuch  a  folitary  manfion. 

"  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  paffage,  are  cafed  with » 
flicU  of  a  i-eddifli  colour,  about  half  an  inch  thick,  which  is  eafily 
feparable   from    the    rock,  in  flakes  as  large'  as   a  man's  hand. 
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Xtefe  flakes  tm\i  a  ftrong  fcent  of  fulphur^  when  throxyn  into 
the  (ixi ;  anftS  this  circumflance  has  given  rifs  to  a  conjefture  that 
fubterraneous  fires  have  -^innerly  raged  here :  but  whatever 
tnith  thcfe  may  be  in  this  opinion,  the  cave  is  now  exceedingly 
cold,  and  a  iiloi'e  gloomy  fituadon  is  fcarcely  imaginable." 

In  the  town  of  Durhaih  there  is  a  rock,  which  is  pomputed 
to  weigh  (ixty  or  feventy  tons;  It  lies  fo  exa£Uy  poifed  on 
mother  rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  one  finget*.  It  is  on  the 
top  of  a  hill,  and  its  iltuation  appears  to  be  naturah  Many 
other  iingular  appearances  among  the  rocks  and  mountains  at)> 
tnft  the  attention  of  the  curious,  and  I'erve  as  objc£b  of  ama2e<» 
ment  to  the  uninformed.       ^ 

Of  the  different  kinds  of  earths  and  clays  which  are  found 
in  New-Hampihire,  it  Would  be  endlefs  to  give  an  account* 
The  towns  of  Exeter,  N'ewmarket,  Durham  and  DoVer,  abound 
in  clays.  The  fain'e  may  be  faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Connecticut 
river.  In  many  of  the  new  townfhipi,  clay  dods  riot  appear  till 
sJter  the  iearth  has  been  opened  and  cultivated.  Maries,  though 
i^iA  in  great  plenty  in  fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed  :  immerife 
triiarures  of  this  precious  manure  will  be  referved  for  future 
generations. 

Red  and  yellow  ochves  are  found  in  Soninoierrworth,  Chefter- 
field,  Rindge  and  Jaffrey.  It  is  obfervable  that  in  feveral  places, 
a  (Iratum  of  yellow  is  found  under  one  of  red  ochre,  without 
any  intervening  fub (lance :  thefe  have  been  purified  and  likfed 
with  fuccefs  in  painting. 

At  Orford,  on  Connecticut  river,  is  found  the  foap-rock, 
Steatites,  It  has  the  property  of  fuller's  earth  in  cleanfing 
cloths;  it  is  of  a  Confidence  between  earth  and  (lone  ;  it  may 
be  fawn  or  cut  with  carpenter's  tools  into  any  form  whatever. 
To  determine  its  capacity  of  enduring  heat,  Mr.  Belknap  care- 
fully meafured  and  weighed  a  piece  of  it ;  and  having  kept  it 
for  one  hour  in  a  glowing,  fire  of  coals,  and  cooled  it  gradually, 
he  found  its  fize  Was  not  in  the  lead  diminiihed  -,  it  lod  a  ilxty-  fifth 
part  of  its  weight ;  it  was  evidently  cracked,  and  was  eafily 
broken  by  the  hand  *,  it  Was  equally  foft  as  before,  and  as  capa- 
ble of  being  cut  or  fcraped  ;  its  colour  was  changed  from  a  light 
grey  te»  a  micaceous  yellow.  The  piece  on  which  this  expcii« 
ment  was  made,  weighed  between  (even  and  eight  ounces. 

In  various  parts  of  the  country  is   found  that  tranfparcnt  fub- 

ftance  which  is  commonly  called  ifing-glafs.  Lapis  fpecularis.    It 

is  a  fpecies  of  talc,  and  is  found  adhering  to  rocks  of  white  or 

yellow  quartz^  and  lying  in  lamina^  like  (hcets  of  paper  ;  moft 
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of  it    is  white,   fomc  is  yellow,    and  fome    has  a  purple  hntt 
The   largeft  leaves   of  this  curious    fubftance  are  fbund  in  % 
mountain,    in  the  townlhip  of    Grafton,    about   twenty  miles 
eaftwai  d  of  Dartmouth  college.     It  was  firft  diteovered  in  the 
following   manner ;  a  hunter  took  ihelter  for  the   night  in  a 
cavern  of  the   mountain,   and  in  the  morning  found  himfclf 
furrounded  with  this  tranfparent  fubftance  ;  a  large  Iqaf  of  which 
he  faftened  to  the  branch  of  a  free  near  the  caVe,  as  a  mark  by 
which  he  might  again  find  the  place.    This  happened  during  the 
late  war,    when  window-glafs  could    not  be  imported.     The 
fcarcity  of  that  convenient  article  brought  the  talc  into  repute. 
Many  perfons  employed  their  time  in  blowing  the  rock,  fepa. 
'  rating  the  laminx,  cutting  them  into  fquares,  and  vending  them 
about  the  country.     This  fubftance  is  particularly  Vailuable  for 
ihe  windows  of  fhips,  as  it  is  not  brittle,  but  elaftic,  and  wilt 
ftand  the  explofton  of  cannon*  '  It  aS  alfo  ufed  to  roVcr  miniatute 
paintings,   and  to  preserve  minute  obje£ls  for  the  microfcope, 
The  difadvantage  of  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  ccntraCb  daft, 
and  is  not  eaftly  cleaned  i  but  for  lanterns  it  is  preferable  to 
glafs. 

Chryftals  and  chryftalline  fpars  haVe  been  found  at  Noj^h* 
wood,  Rindge  and  Conway.  They  are  of  various  fizes,  g(ine< 
rally  he)^agonaI,  and  terminating  in  a  point.  The  large/^  which 
has  fallen  under  our  knowledge  was  found  at  Conway ;  it  was 
fix  inches  in  length,  eight  in  circumference,  and  weighed  thirty* 
two  ounces,  but  it  was  not  throughout  pellucid. 

Altum  ore!  has  been  found  at  fiarrington,  Orfold  and  Jaffrey. 
vitriol  at  JafFrey,  Brentwood  and  Rindge  ;  it  is  generally  com. 
Bined  in  the  fame  ftone  with  fulphur.  Thofe  ftones  which 
Jiave  been  fecn  are  fliellyy  and  the  vitriol  exudes  at  the  fiffures, 
Mr.  Belknap  has  one  which  has  been  kept  perfeftly  dry  for 
above  twelve  years,  and  it  produces  the  white  efflorefcence  at 
jjieniifully  as  ever.  It  Was  taken  from  Lebanon  in  the  county 
of  York,  where  there  was  an  immenfe  quantity* 

Free-ftone  has  been  difcoVered  at  Hanover  and  Piermont* 
At  Orford  are  many  ftate  rocks^  and  a  grey  ftone,  which  may 
be  wrought  to  great  perfeftion,  either  for  building  or  for  mill* 
ftones ;  it  is  laid  to  be  nearly  equal  to  the  imported  burr  ftones, 
and  is  in  great  demand. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  many  places,  moft  commonly  in 
fwafnps.  It  generally  diTeovers  itfelf  by  the  colour  and  taftc 
of  the  water,  which  runs  through  it  j  ahd  there  are  many 
fprings  in  jrftnoft  every  part  of  the  j|j|intry  which  are  im- 
pregnated ifi'^^i^ercnt   degrees  with  |pf  Black  lead,  plumba^ti 
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i«  found  in  Urge  quantities  about  the  grand  Monadnock,  in 
the  toyf^^^?  o^  Jaffrey,  In  the  Tame  neighbourhood,  fonie 
fmall  fpecimens  of  copper  and  lead  have  been  feen.  There 
i^  alfo  an  appearance  of  copper  in  fome  rocks  '^t  Orford ; 
but  no  metal  except  iron,  has  been  wrought  to  any  ad^ 
vantage, 

FoOiJ  (hells  have  been  found  near  Lamprey  riyer  in  New- 
fljarkct,  at  the  depth  of  fevcnteen  feet,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation 
ai  that  the  bed  of  the  river  could  never  have  been  there. 
The  fliclls  were  of  oyftcrs,  mufcles  and  clams^  intermixed. 
Clam  0»eU»  have  alfo  been  difcovcrcd  at  the  depth  of  twenty 
feet,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dartmouth  college. 

Foflil   trees    are   fometimes    found   in    the    intervale  landi,. 
adjoining  the  great  rivers. 

Mineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcience  which  is  but  little  culti- '. 
vated,  bien  of  genius  and  ijcience  have  not  yet  had  leifure  to 
purfue  objej6^s  from  which  prefent  advantages  cannot  be  4rawn«, 
The  difappointmentA  which  have  attended  fome  expenfive 
attempts ;  the  aif  of  njyftery  thrown  over  the  fubjeft  by 
ignorant  pretenders  ;  at^d  the  facility  with  which  every  mineral 
nuy  be  ig>porte4  from  abroad,  have  likewife  difcouraged 
inquiries^  3ut  from  the  fpecimens  which  have  appeared, 
there  can  be  np  doubt  of  the  exiftencc  of  mineral  and  fof- 
fil  treafures,  in  tl^e  (ea;-cl]i  of  ^hich^  future  generations  will 
^nd  employment^ 


CIVJL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Rockingham, 
Strafford,  Chefhire,  Hilllborough  and  Grafton ;  thefe  are  fub'- 
divided  into  one  hundred  and  ninctyrthree  towi^lhips,  and  thir» 
teen  locations,  mod  of  which  are  about  fix  miles  fqua re.  In  all 
thefe  townfhips  a  (hare  has  been  referved  equal  to  that  of  any^ 
other  grantee  fur  the  firft  fettled  minifter,  as  his  own  right. 
i)efides  the  parfonage  lot.  This  has  proved  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  the  fettlement  of  minifters  in  the  new  towns  *,  and  wher&,,||^ 
the  choij:e  has  beei)  prudent,  many  advantages  have  been  derived 
from  it. 

The  chief  towns  in  thi?  State  are  Portfm'outh,  Exeter  and 
Concord,  in  Rockingham  county ;  Dover  and  Durham,  in 
Strafford ;  Keen  and  Charleflon,  in  Chclhire  ;  Amhcrft,  in  HiUft 
b.o^'ough ;  and  I|av^ybui||^8Bd  Plymouth,  in  Grafton. 

N  a  .-.eeiv 


..«* 


k'^M 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


.# 


^  O  ft  T  •  XI  O  p  T  H. 

This  is  the  largeft  town  in  the  State,  its  longitude  is  -^o 
40'  from  the  obfcryatoiy  at  Greenwich ;  it  is  about  two 
miles  from  the  Tea,  on  the  foiith  fide  of  Pafcataqua  river ;  it 
contains  about  fix  hundred  ai^d  forty  dwelling  houfes,  md 
nearly  as  many  other  buildings,  befides  thofe  for  public  ufet 
which  are  three  congregational  chuifches,  one  epifcopal,  and 
one  univerfalift ;  a  ftate  houfe,  market  hbufe.  four  fchoo]! 
^oufes,  and  a  work  houfe. 

Its  harbour  is  one  of  the  fineft  on  the  continent,,  having  1  1 
fu0icient  depth  of  water  for  velTels  of  any  burthen.  It  u 
defended  againft  ftofms  by  the  adjacent  land,  in  fucK<a  man- 
per,  as  that  ihips  may  fecurely  ride  there  in  any  feafon  of  the 
year.  BefideS,  the  harbour  is  fo  well  fortified  by  nature,  that 
very  little  art  will  be  neceffaiy  to  render  it  impregnable.  Its 
vicinity  to  the  fea  renders  k  Very  (Convenient  for  naval  traded 
A  light  hoiife,  with  a  (ingle  light,  {lands  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour.  '  Ships  of  war  have  been  built  here;  among 
others,  thci  America,  of  feventy-four  guns,  launched  Novein: 
l)er,  1788,  and  prefented  to  the  King  of  France  by  the  Qon- 

krefs  of  the  United  States. 

?.   .,       ....  .    ..  ...  .     , 

£XBTXR. 

)Bxeter  is  fifteen  miles  S.  W.  from  Portfmouth,  fituated  at 
the  head  of  the  navigation  upon  Swamfcot,  or  Exeter  river. 
The  tide  rifes  here  eleven  feet ;  it  is  well  fitiiated  for  a  manu- 
facturing town,  and  has  already  a  duck  manufa£tory,  in  its 
infancy — fix  fa W  inills,  a  failing  mill^  flitting  mill,  paper  mill, 
fnuif  mill,  two  chocolate  and  ten  grift  mills',  iron<works,  and 
a  printing  o^c^.  The  public  buildipgs  are  tWo  congregational 
churches,  an  acaldemy,  a  new  and  handfome  court  houfe,  and  a 
gaol.  The  public  offices  of  State  are  kept  here.  Formerly  this 
town  Was  famous   for  fliip  building,  but  this  bufinefs  has  not 

•  jSourifhed  finfce  its  interruption  by  the  war. 

i      •        •',.■.■■',      , .  ■        •    • 

IbONCORp. 

This  is  a  pleafant,  j^ourifhing,  inland-town,  fituated  on  the 
weft  bank  of  Merrimack  riVer,  fifty-four  miles  W.  N.  ■^.  from 
Portfmouth.  The  general  court,  of  late,  have  commonly  held 
their  feffions  here  ;  and  from  its  central  jfiiuation,  and  a  thriv. 
ing  back  country,  it  will  probably  footEwfeome  the  permanent 
feat  of  goverriment.     Much  of  the   tt^jj^^f  the  upper  country 

centeris  in  this  town. 

t  \ ....  1 1.   ,    .    .1.   .      .  ■ » 
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jjgygy^  Purham,  Amherft,  Keen,  Charlcfton,  Plymouth  and 
Hiverhill,  are  the  other  moft  confiderablc  towns  in  this  State, 
Hiverhil^  is  a  new,  thriving  town,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Connec- 
t'cut  river,  in  Lower  Coos,  It  is  the  mod  confiderable  town 
in  the  county  of  Grafton,  and  has  a  well./ronftrufted  court-houfe 
and  a  congregational  church.  In  it  is  a  bed  of  iron  ore,  which 
has  yielded  fome  profit  to  the  proprietor— ralfo  a  quarfy  of  free 
ftone  from  which  the  people  arc  fupplied  with  chimney  pietes, 
hearth  (lones,  &c.  It  has  alfo  a  fulling  mill  and  an  oil  mill, 
and  many  other  excellent  mill  feats, 

POPULATION. 

Attempts  haye  been  made  at  feveral  times  to  afccrtain  thti 
number  of  people  in  New-Hamp(hire.  The  late  Governor 
Wentworth  was  ordered  by  the  BritiCh  miniftry  to  take  an  exaft 
furvey;  but  "having  no  fund  to  pay  jhc  cxpenfe,  and  no  law  ' 
to  compel  obedience'.'  to  the  order,  he  wa^  fubje£led  toirthe 
inconvenience  of  delay  and  d^fappointment.  The  number. of 
the  people,  however,  in  1 767,  was  cftimated  at  fifty-two  thou> 
fand  feven  hundred.  Another  eftimate  was  made  in  17*74,  of 
which  we  haye  met  >vith  no  oflijicial  account,  but  hsj^e  been 
informed  that  it  was  eighty-five  thoufand.  This  was  too  high. 
The  cftimate  given  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  of  New-Hamp- 
flilre,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  was  ftill  more 
extravagant.  A  furvey  taken  in  j  775,  ^partly  by  enumeration, 
and  partly  by  eflimation,  for  the  purpofe  of  eflabli'hing  an 
adetjuate  reprefentation  of  the  people,  made  the  whoiC  numbe|: 
eighty-two  thoufand  tvvo  hundred. 

The  ccnfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in  1 790,  is  the  mo{^ 
correft  account  which  has  ever  been  made,  according  to  this, 
tb?  numbers  were  as  follows  ; 
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ROCKINGHAM    COUNTY, 


iM-. 


TOWNS. 


•■3 

8 


i 


a. 

9 


11 


Portlmouth,     -     - 
Exeter,     -     -     - 
Gofport,  on  Star-Ifl, 
Greenland,     -     - 
Rye,     -     -     .     - 
Stratham,     ... 
Hampton  Falls,     - 
Hampton,     .     .     ■ 
Northampton, 
NdNlngton,     - 
Newcaftle,      -     - 
3eabrook,     .     >     . 
Newmarket,     *     • 

Brentwo94*     -     - 
Poplin,     -     .     -     . 
Londonderry,     -     • 
Southampton,     -     • 
Plaftow,     -     -     - 
Hampftead,     -     ■ 
Atkinfon,     .     -     . 
Kingdon,     -     .     - 
Hawke,     -'    -'    - 
Sandown,  -     .     - 
Newtown,     -     .     - 
Eaft-K-ingfton,     . 
3alem,     .     -     .     . 
Kenfmgton,     •     - 
Deerftcld,     -     - 
Nottingham,     -     - 
London,     ... 
Pittsficld,     ... 
North  wood,      .     r 
Epfom,     ... 
Epping,     -     -     - 
North  field,      -     - 
Canterbury,     -     . 
Chichcftcr,     -     . 
Pembrook,     -     .  - 
Concord,     -     -     - 


437 

3« 

170 

226 
229 

150 
238 
184 
132 

178 
284 

255 

>37 
677 

»35 

»95 
129 

243 
101 
138 
126 

90 
287 

222 

452 

275 
272 

214 

188 

200 

318 

154 
285 

»37 
240 

505 


i 


|8 


973 

343 
22 

M» 
189 

96 

174 
138 
109 
117 
178 

235 
224 

i03 

81 
129 
156 

ID  ! 
189 

94 

»»5 
132 

87 
294 

M7 

358 

249 
287 

221 

i8t 

»75 
254 

^55 
223 
118 

245 
408 


2487 

859 
39 
309 
436 
486 

291 

43<> 

333 
285 

292 

357 
610 

490 

251 

»339 
241 

257 

370 
246 

47* 
224 

308 
271 

»79 
626 

43» 
806 

529 
5*8 

449 
374 

424 

654 

295 
526 

236 

469 
823 


I 
I 

I 


76 

81 

26 
2 

12 

2 

8 
8 

3 
1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

0 

2 

M 

2 

7 
6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2/> 

6 

I 

2 

s 

3 

1 

1 

s 

9 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 1 

5 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6 

2 

1 

0 

s 

7 

4 

i 

47iiO 
1722 

93 

634 
,865 

882 

54^ 
853 
657 
54a 
534 
7»5 
»i37 

97^ 

493 
2622 

448 

521 

724 

479 
906 

420 

56» 

530 

358 
1218 

800 

1619 

1068 

1084 

888 

744 

799 

4233 
606 

1038 

49» 
956 

»747 


■--— 
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R6CKINGHAM  COUNTY,  Continued, 

■ 

« 

1 

i 

1  i 

3 1 

1 

s 

47iiO 
1792 

A  A 

^H 

TOWNS. 

1 

• 

1 

Bow,    -    -     -     - 
Allenftown,     -     - 

149 
67 

»5» 
63 

2b8 

123 

1 

568 
•64 

634 

865 

'  882 

^H 

Cheftcr,    -     -     - 

494 

447 

960 

1 

1902 

^^^^^^ 

Cindia,    -    -     - 
Pelham,    -     -     - 

246 

2t6 

«73 
190 

521 
385 

f\ 

1040 
791 

S4i 

853 

657 

54a 
534 

^^H 

^^^H 
^^^^H 

^^^^M 

Raymond,     -     -     - 
Windham,    -     -    • 

177 
156 

181 

»73 

361 
328 

8 

1 

727 
^          663 

11148 

9654 

21196 

293  98I     43169  1 

. - ■-■■1*'.   1 

STRATFORD   COUNTY. 

7»S 

>»37 

97< 

'I^^B 

■ 

Dover,    .     -     -     - 

549        419 

1004 

18 

8       1998 

\^H 

Somerfworth^     -     - 

248        211 

478 

6         943. 

493 
262s 

^H 

Rochcfter,     -     -     • 

730 

740 

1386 

1        2857 

^H 

New-Durham,     - 

139 

140 

275 

554 

448 

^H 

Middleton,     •     - 

»5» 

162 

304 

627 

521 

^H 

Wolf  borough, 

110 

120 

217 

447 

724 

^H 

Moultonborough,    - 

»33 

148 

283 

»          5^5 

479 

^H 

Sandwich,     -     -     - 

216 

243 

446 

905 

906 

^H 

Offipce,    -     -     - 

86 

82 

171 

339 

420 

^H 

Wakefield,      -     - 

^58 

»93 

295 

646 

56* 

^H 

Tuftonborough,     - 

"9 

20 

60 

109 

530 

^H 

Tamworthi     -     - 

67 

72 

126 

1         266 

358 

^H 

Barnftcad,     -     -     - 

• 

192 

214 

400 

^ 

1         807 

1218 

^H 

Eaton,      .     -     -     - 

60 

72 

121 

^■■■^3 

800 

^H 

Effingham,      -     - 

4« 

43 

68 

>         lui 

1619 
1068 

0 

^H 

Conway,     -     -      . 

>49 

146  1     279 

574 

'^H 

Durham,     -     -     - 

336 

272 

634 

2 

3        »247 

1084 

^H 

Barrington,     -     - 

605 

646 

1217 

2 

2470 

888 

^1 

Madbury,     ... 

167 

126 

295 

4 

592 

744 

^H 

Lee,     -     -     .     - 

277 

224 

526 

2 

1029 

799 

^H 

New-Durham  Gore, 

108 

118 

212 

7 

445 

»233 

C  ^  C 

^H 

Sanborntown,     - 

4»5 

423 

749 

f 

»587 

poo 

^H 

New-Hampton,     - 

171 

»73 

306 

2 

652 

1038 

^B 

MerJllith,     -     .     - 

247 

211 

419 

4 

881 

49» 

^H 

GilmaiUown,     .     - 

614  I     682 

1294 

22 

1        2613 

956 

^H 

'  Stark's  and   Ster- 1 
ling's  Locations,  J 

£* 

»747 

H 

>             12 

»3 

26 

"6"3 

5» 

■ 

6011 

59  V3 

11.591 

23     23601  ■_ 

4^ 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION/ 
CHESHIRE    COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 


CAdrlcltuii, 
Keene,     -     - 
Ackworth, 
Alftead,     -     . 
Cheacrficld,     - 
Claremont, 
Cornifh,     -     • 
Croydon,     -     - 
Dttblin,     -     - 
FitzwIUiam,     - 
Gilfom,      -     •> 
Hinfdale,     -     - 
Jaffrey,     -     - 
Langdon,     -     - 
Lempder,     -    - 
Marleborough, 
Marlow,     -     - 
Newport,     -     - 
Packersfield,     - 
Richmond, 
kindge,     -     - 
Stoddart,     -     - 
Surry,     -     -     - 
Sullivan,      -     - 
Swanzcy,     -     - 
Unity,     -     -     - 
Walpolc,     -     - 
Wafhington, 
Wendell,      -     - 
Weftmoreland, 
Winchcfter,     - 
New-Giantham, 
Plainficld,      -     - 
Proteftworth, 


§• 


m 


307 
3»8 

»59 
268 

441 

348 

238 
121 

22y 

70 

285 

58 
110 

73 
187 

167 

332 
176 

162 

117 

43 
293 

»33 
327 

»37 

70 

472 

298 

90 
259 

7004 


^64 
3»8 
197 
285 

53a 

39 » 
258 

223 

278 

64 

142 

336 
76 
95 

219 

80 
198 
208 
368 
326 

»94 
111 

68 

287 

»39 

335 

»35 

64 

543 

3" 
88 

277 

40 

7680 


6d" 
671 

348 

558 

930 
692 

484 
262 
446 

505 
164 

25' 
603 
108 
207 

392 
160 

390 

343 
680 

554 

344 

220 

103 

57' 
265 

580 

873 

133 

998 

595 

153 
486 

104 
14103 


I 

I 


1 1 


6c, 


1 
1 
1 

1 

16 


M3j 
98a 

537 

901 

1038 

298 

522 

244 

415 
786 

3*3 

780 

721 

1380 

»M3 

701 
448 
220 

53^ 

545 
267 

20l8 

1209 

333 
1024 

210 

28872" 
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HlLLSBOROrCH  COUNTY. 


' 

>0 

m 

.i^    J 

1 

it 

I 

TOWNS. 

1 

J 
1 

1 

■   > 

11 

.11    ^ 

1 

1 

5 

1    . 

Amhcril,    -    -     - 

57 « 

576         }2 

04 

18 

2369 

Duxbury  Mile- flip, 

39 

45 

85 

160 
89S 

Bedford,     ... 

210 

240        4 

40 

8 

Derryfidd  Gore,    - 

10 

4 

16 

30 

Wilton,    .    -    i    - 

*5i 

f'^       5 

62 

12 

•I  1 05 

Dunilable,    -     -     - 

179 

"  l4fi       3 

06 

1 

632 

Nottingham  Weft, 

267 

<46        5 

44 

7 

'*54 

New-Ipfwich,    -    • 

338 

28;        6 

H 

4 

I4l 

Merrimack,     >     >     • 

209 

a«)7        3 

93 

10 

819 

HiHlborough.    -    - 

193 

lit        3 

93 

I 

798 

Colfitown,    -     *     - 

3^4 

303        6 

H 

34 

1275 

Litchfield,    -     -     - 

97 

83         I 

60 

«7 

357 

Ktur-Bofton,     .     - 

3«3 

303    •    5 

76 

10 

^ 

1203 

Antrim,    -     -     .     . 

138 

146        2 

44 

528 

liehiker,    •    •    - 

269 

3^5        5 

«5 

8 

II27 

Peterborough,    -    • 

220 

ii4        4 

13 

4 

861 

I?ilher6eld,    -    -     - 

68 

105         I 

58 

33i 

Lyndbbrough,    •    • 

3'3 

349        6 

18 

li8o 

Lyndboroiigh  Gore, 

11 

8 

'9 

38 

Bradford,    ... 

$6 

60        I 

10 

217 

Sutton,    .    .    *     - 

% 

122        2 

66 

520 

NeW'London,    -     j- 

90        I 

5* 

3«« 

Wal-ner,    .     -    -    - 

iio 

»95        4 

48 

-     8(53 

Kiarferge  Gore,     . 

^7 

27 

49 

103 

Andotrer,     .     -     - 

166 

167        3 

12 

645 

Bofcawen«    ... 

282 

^74        5 

5« 

1 

nod 

Society,    ...    - 

■J 
»50 

89        1 

46 

3»9 

Hancock,     ... 

160        3 

15 

3 

634 

Sharon,    ...     - 

m 

63        I 

28 

259 

CatApbeU's  Gore,     ■ 

28 

35 

57 

lie.. 

Salifbury,     ... 

345 

385        6 

40 

2 

»372 

Temple,    -    -     -     . 

177 

196    .    3 

68 

6 

747 

Mafon,     .... 

215 

242        4 

62 

3 

92>2 

Raby,    -    -    -     . 

■  86 

89        I 

60 

3 

338 

Weare,    .... 

49» 

500        9 

3' 

2 

1924 

Hopkinton,    .    .  .  - 

4,45 

417        8 

52. 

1 

I715 

Franceftown,    ■     - 

232 

2.33        5 

n 

982 

Dunbarton,     -     -     - 

209 

244        4 

44 

2C 

917 

Dearing,     -    -     . 

215 

254        4 

59 

2 

J  ■ 

9»S 

Vol.  H. 
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HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY,  Continued. 


TOWNS. 

11 

u 

■'i 
i. 

1 

1 

n 

P 

1 

Hollis,    ..... 
Derryfield,    -    •    -    - 

340 
90 

95 

7*3 
»75 

177 

1441 
3*871 

«'5J 

83«9 

16350 
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Haverhill,     .... 
Plvmouth,    .... 
Alexandria,    ... 
Bartlett,    -    -    -    - 
Bath,    -i    .    -    -    - 
Bridgewater^    ... 
Burton,    .... 
Cambridge,  not  inhab. 
Campton,    .... 
Canaan,    .... 
Chatham,    .... 
Cockburne,     ... 
Cockermouth^     •     - 
Colburne,    -    -    - 
Conctfrd,   ak'as  Gun 
thwaifc, 

Conventff,    -    -    - 
Dalton,    .... 
^artmouth^    -     -    - 
D^rchefter,     -     -     - 
Dutnmer,   not  inhab. 
Enfield,  alias  Relhan, 
Errol,  iiot  inhabited, 
Franconfia,     -     -     - 
Grafton,    * 
Hanover,    including 
152    ftodUnts 
Dart.  College 
Kilkenny,  not  inhabited, 
Lancafter,    • 
Landaff,     > 
Lebanon,    . 
Xiincoln,    • 


ling  -J 
I   at    > 


163 

118 

187 

79 

142 
87 

55 

117 

84 

57 

136 
62 

34 

45 

"3 

79 

137 

«23 

»7 
0 

»3 
5 

94 
10 

104 
6 

9' 

75 

2» 

20 

3 

4 

34 
48 

»5 
45 

!«» 

»73' 

22 

18 

99 

119 

476 

298 

45 

IS 

45 
80 

315 
8 

282 

5 

266 
297 

13* 

»35 

139 

U4 
62 

202 

223 
28 

12 

»75 
»3 

»47 

47 

7 

52 
82 

361 

3^ 

»94 

596 


7» 

137 

5^5 

9 


»    4 

4 


8  2 


55» 
615 

298 

248 

t 

141 

395 

483 

58 

36 

37J' 
29 

'3'3 


14 
III 

»75 
724 

7» 
403 

1380 


161 

292 

1 180 
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GRAFTON  COUNTY,  Continued, 


TOWNS. 


1^ 
11 


Littleton,    -    -     -    - 
Ljrman,    -    -    •    - 

Lymci 

Milfiel<l»  not  inhabited, 
Mew-Chefter,  -  •  • 
New-HoMernefi,  -  > 
Northumberland,  •  • 
Orange,  -  -  -  • 
Oiford,  -  -  -  - 
Peeling,  not  inhabited, 

Percy, 

Piermonti    -    •     •    - 
Rumney,    -    -    -    - 
Shelburne,    -    -    -    - 
Stratford,    -    -    -     - 
Succefs,  not  inhabited, 
Ti^ornton,    -    -    -    - 
Trecotbick,  not  inhab. 
Warren,     -    -     -     • 
Went  worth,    -    -    <• 
fHales's,    r     -    - 
Dames's,     -    - 


4 

a 

'S  J  Senter>, 


Hart's. 


Stark' 
Sterling's, 
^Wales's, 


28 

57 

»S» 

.70 
96 

S4 
3» 

140 

H 
103 

97 
12 

44 
96 

i 

4 
3 

5 

8 

3 
I 

1W\ 


a6 
189 

103 

73 
a? 

37 

II 

««3 
"3 

5 

38 

98 


4» 
106 

39a 

»39 
160 

5<5 
6i 

83 

206 

201 

18 

64 

191 


64 

86 

73 

112 

s 

4 

8 

9 

4 

5 

3 

5 

16 

2 

4 

^ 

2 

33 'S  I  6340 


28 


21 


gUMMARY  OF  POPULATION, 


Rockingham  County, 
StraflFoid  do. 
Chcfhire  do.     - 
Hilftorough  do. 
Grafton  do. 


11148 

9654 

21976 

293 

98 

601 1 

5913 

11591 

63 

»3 

7004 

7680 

14103 

69 

16 

8155 

8389 

16150 

177 

3768 

33 'y 

6340 
70160 

21 
630 

28 

36080 
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1 


96 

816 

3" 

3*9 
117 

»3« 

540 

•4^ 
426 

4" 
146 

3»5 

206 
241 

9 
ai 
12 

8 

»9 

9 
6^ 

»347a 


43'<>9 
23601 

28872 

32871 

^U7? 

141985 
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If  this  number  is  compared  with  the  number  in  1775,  and'tbe 
difference  divided  by  the  number  of  intervening  years,  without 
any  reference  to  the  lofs  ru(laine4  by  the  war,  the  average  of  iq. 
creafe  will  be  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  an4  eighty-five  per 
?nnum  for  the  Uil  fifteen  years. 

This  rapid  increafe  of  population  is  partly  natural  and  partly 
tfdXrentiMous.    The  difltn£lton  between  thefe  two  caufes  is.evi<. 
dent ;  but  to  afcertain  the  preciie  limits  pf  their  refpeftive  ope.  J 
rations  is  inipraflicable,  without  a  more  minute  furvey  than  hu 
ever  yet  been   taken.     Large   emigrations  have  been  made  fincc 
the  peace  of  1 763  from  the '  neighbouring  States,  into  the  new 
town(hips  of  New-Hampfhire.     Thofe  from  the  old  towns  to  the 
new   have  alfo    been    very    confiderable ;    and  though  at  firft 
view  thefe  latter  may  riot  feem  to  have  augmented  the  number  of 
the  people ;  yet,  upon  a  more   dofc  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  it 
will  be  fpund,  that  even  in  them  there   is  a  produ£live  caufe  of 
increafe,     ^i^here  land  is  cheap,  and   the  means  of  fubfiilence 
may  be  acquired  in  fuch  plenty,  and  in  fo  fhort  a  time,   as  is  evi- 
dently the  cafe  in  the  new  plantations,  encouragement  is  given  to 
early  marriag'*.     A  young  man   who  has  cleared  a  piece  of  land 
and  built  a   hut  for  his  prefent   accommodation,  fopn  begins  to 
f  xperienc^  the  truth  pf  that  old  adage,  It   is  not  good  for  man  h 
be  alone.     Having  a  profpeCfc   of  increaiing  his  (ubflance  by  Ik- 
bour,  which  he  knows  himi'elf  able  to  perform,  he  attatches  Kim- 
felf  to  a  female  earlipr  than  prudenfe  would  diftate  if  he  had  not 
fuch  a   profpe£b.      Nor   are  the  young    females   of  the  country 
averfe  to  a  fettlement  in  the  new  p||antatipns,  where,   after  the 
fecond  year's  labour,  by  which  the  land  is   brought  into  pafture, 
there  is  a  ncceflity  for  beginning  the  work  of  a   dairy,  an  em. 
ployment  which  always  falls  to  their  lot,  and   is  an  obje£t  of 
their  ambition  as  well  as  intercfi:. 


RELIGION,    CHARACTER,    GENIUS,  &c. 

The  principal  denominations  of  Chriftians  in  this  State  ixfi, 
Congicgationajifls,  Baptifts,  Prefbyterians,  Epifcopalians,  and 
Quakers;  of  thefe  the  Congregationalifts  are  the  mofl  nume- 
rous, as  they  are  in  mofl  of  the  New-England  States;  there  js, 
Jikcwife,  a  fmall  focicty  of  Sandemonians  and  another  of  Uni- 
verfalifts  in  Portfmouth,  but  of  no  great  extent. 

In  the  charaftcr  of  the  people  of  this  State,  like  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Vermont,  there  are  various  fhades ;  the  revolution, 
which  called  the  democratic  power  into  a£liun,  has  reprcfTed 
the  ariflocratic  fpirit.  The  people  enjoy  more  equal  privileges, 
and,  aftcj  a  long  tiiircnfion,  are  hotter  united.     Gi)vernment  1^% 
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Xttanct  and  requires  education  and  information  as  well  as  judg-r 

tincnt  and  prudence.  Indeed  there  are  fome  who  have  ftrugglcd 
through  all  the  difadvantages   arifing  from   the   want   of  early 

I  education,  and,  by  force  of  native  genius  and  induftry,  have 
acquired  thofe  qualifications  which  have  enabled  them  to  render 

i eminent  fcrvicc  to  the  community;  and  jhere  are  others  who 
have  been  favoured  with  early  education,  ancjl  have  improved 
their  opportunity  to  good  purpofe;  not>vith(landing  which,  the 
deficiency  of  perfon*  qualified  for  the  various  departments  in 
•ovcrnment  has  been  much  regretted,  and  by  pone  more  than 
by  thpfc  few,  who  know  how  public  bufinefs  ought  to  be 
eondufted;  this  deficiency  is   daily   decreafing;   the   means   of 

knowledge   are   extending;    prejudices  are  wearing   away,   and 
the  political  charafter  of  the  people  is  manifeflly  improving. 
But  however  late  the  inhabitants  of  Ncw-Hampftiire  may  be 

[in  political  improvement,  yet  they  have  long  pofleiTed  other 
valuable  qualities,  which  have  rendered  them  an  important 
branch  of  the  American  union;  firmnefs,  patience  in  fatigue* 
intrepidity  in  danger,  and  alertnefs  in  a£lion,  are  to  be  numbered 
among  their  native  and  e(fential  chara£leriflics. 
Men    who    are    concerned  in   travelling,    hunting,    cutting 

[timber,  making  roads,  and  other  employments  in  the  foreft, 
are  inured  to  hardlhips.     They  frequently  lie  out  in  the  woods 

1  feveral  days  or  weeks  together,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.     A  hut 

[pjmpofcd  of  poles  and  bark  fufiices  them  for  fhelter,  and  on  the 
open  fide  of  it  a  large  fire  fecures  them  from  the  feverity  of  the 

i  weather.  Wrapt  in  a  blanket  with  their  feet  next  the  fire,  they 
pafs  the  longeft  and  coldeft  nights,  and  awake  vigorous  for  labour 
the  fucceeding  day.  Their  food,  when  thus  employed,  is  faltcd 
pork  or  beef,  with  potatoes  and  bread  of  Indian  corn,  and 
their  beft  drink  is  water  mixed  with  ginger,  though  many  of 

[ihem  are  fond  of  didilled  fpirits,  which,  however,  arc  lefs  noxi- 

lous  in  fuch  a  fituation  than  at  home.  Thofe  who  begin  a  new 
fcttlcment  live,  at  firft,  in  a  ftyle  not  lefs  fimple ;  they  ereft  a 

ifrjuarc  building  of  poles  notched  at  the  ends  to  keep  them  faft 
together;   the  crevices   are  plallered    with   clay,  or  the  flilFefl 

I  earth  which  can  be  had,  mixed  with   mofs  or  ftraw ;  the  roof 

[is  cither  bark  or  fplit  boards;  the  chimney  a  pile  of  ftones, 
within  which  a  fire  is  made  pn  the  ground,  and  a  hole  is  left 
jnthe  roof  for  the  fmoke  to  pafs  out;  another  hole  is  made  in. 

I  the  fide  of  the  houfe  for  a  window,  which  is  occafionally  cloicd 

ivith  a  wooden  fliutter.  In  winter  a  conflant  fire  is  kept  by 
night  as  well  as  by  day,  and  in  fuinmcr  it  is  neceflary  to  have   ^ 

[  fofttinual  fmojce  on  account  of  the  rnufquetos  and  other  inic^s 
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•with  which  the  woods  abound.  The  fame  defence  is  ufed  fgA 
the  cattle ;  fmo^e^  ,of  leaves  and  brufh  are  made  in  the  pailuretj 
"where  they  feed  by  day,  and  in  the  pens  where  they  ar^  folde^J 
by  night.  Ovens  are  built  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  thehoulcil 
of  the  bed  ftones  vyhicfe  can  be  found,  cemented  and  plaiftered] 
with  clay  or  ftiff  earth.  ^Jany  of  thelc  firft  eflays  in  hou(ekeepio« 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  pew  plantations,  which  fprve  to  loi" 
whole  families,  till  their  induttry  can  furnifh  them  with  raaterialtl 
for  a  more  regular  and  comfortable  houie,  and  till  their  land  is  lb  I 
■well  cleared,  as  that  a  proper  fituatip;i  for  it  can  be  chofen,  Byj 
thefe  methods  of  living  the  people  are  fanjiliarizedtohar4(hipj;| 
t'Kcir  children  are  early  ufed  to  coarfe  foo4  and  hard  lodging;  anj  i 
to  be  without  fhoes  in  all  feaforifr  of  the  year  js  fcarcely  account. - 
«d  a  want.  By  fuch  hard  fare,  and  the  labour  wl>ich  accompj, 
nies  it,  many  young  men  have  raifed  up  families,  ai^d  in  a  few! 
years  have  "Bcquircd  property  I'ufficient  to  render  jthemfelvej  | 
independent  freeholders ;  and  they  feel  all  the  pride  and  Jmpor : 
tance,  which  arilbs  from  a  conrcioulaefs  of  having  >yel|  eaiQcd 
their  eftates. 

They  have  alfo  been  accuftomed  to  hear  their  parents  relate  | 
the  dangers  and  hardfhips,  the   icenes  of  blood  and  dcfol^tionj,  J 
through   which  they  and  their  anceftors  have  pafled ;  and  they  J 
have  an  ambition   to  emulate  their  hardy   virtues,     New-Hamp.  1 
Ihire  may  therefore  be  confidered  as  a  nurfery  of  ftern  heroifm, 
producing  men  of  firmnefs  and  valour,  who  can  traverfe  moijD.| 
tains   and    dcferts,    encounter    hardfhips,    and   face    an    enemy 
without  terror.     Their  martial  fpirit  needs  only  opportunity  to 
diaw    it    into   a£:lion ;    and   when  properly   trained   to   regular 
j^nilitary   duty,  and  commanded  by  officers   in  whom  they  caq 
place  confidence,  they  form  a  nillicia  fully  equal  to  the  defence 
pr  their  country. 

They  arc  alio  very  dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  edge  tools,  and 
in  applying  mechanical  powers  to  the  elevation  and  removal  of 
heavy  bodies.  In  the  management  of  cattle  they  arc  excelled 
^y  none.  IVIoft,  of  their  labour  is  performed  by  the  help  of 
pxcn  ;  hoi  le^  are  Icldem  employed  in  the  team,  but  arc  ulid 
thicfly  in  the  faddle,  or  in  the  winter  lealon  in  flcighs. 

Land  being  ealily  obtained,  and  labour  of  every  kind  beinj 
familiar,  there  is  great  encouragement  to  population.,  A  good 
hulliandman,  with  the  favings  of  a  few  years,  can  purchalc  new 
land  cnougli  '.>  ^ivc  his  elder  Ions  a  I'ettlement,  and  alhft  them 
jii  clcarinji  a  lot  and  building  a  hut ;  after  which  they  loon  learn 
\.o  luppt/it  ihcmlclvcs.  The  homcflcad  is  generally  given  to  the 
^•ouu^cfl  Ion,  who  provides  for  his  parents  when  age  and  infir. 
i^fjity  liicapaciiatci  ilicm  for  labour.    An  unmarried  man  Of  thirty 
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ve«rt  oXA.  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  country  toWns.  The 
women  are  grandmothers  at  ^'^rty,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
a  mother  and  daughter  to  have  each  a  child  at  the  breaft  at  the 
I  fame  time;  nor  for  a  father,  Ton,  and  grandfon,  to  beat  work 
together  in  the  fame  field.  Thus  population  and  cultivation  pro- 
ceed together,  and  a  vigorous  race  of  inhabitants  grows  up,  on  a 
foil  which  labour  vies  with  nature  to  render  produftivc. 

Thofc  perfons  who  attend  chiefly  to  hufbandry  arc  the  moft 
thriving  and  fubftantial ;  thofc  who  make  the  getting  of  lum- 
ber their  principal  bufinefs  generally  work  hard  for  little  profit ; 
this  kind  of  employment  interferes  too  much  with  hufbandry. 
The  bcft  feafon  for  fawing  logs  is  the  fpring,  when  the  rivers 
are  high  ;  this  is  alfo  the  time  for  ploughing  and  planting.  He 
who  works  in  the  faw-mill  at  that  time  mufl  buy  his  bread  and 
clothing,  andihe  hay  for  his  cattle,  with  his  lumber;  and  he 
generally  anticipates  the  profit  of  his  labor.  Long  credit  is  a 
difadvantagc  to  him  ;  and  the  too  free  indulgence  of  fpiritous 
liquors,  to  which  this  clafs  of  people  are  much  addiftcd,  hurts 
their  health,  their  morals,  and  their  intereft.  They  are  always 
in  debt,  and  frequently  at  law.  Their  families  are  ill  provided 
with  nccelFaries,  and  their  children  are  without  education  or 
morals.  When  a  man  makes  hufbandry  his  principal  employ- 
ment, and  attends  to  lumber  only  at  feafons  of  kifurc,  and  can 
afford  to  keep  it  for  a  market j  and  be  his  own  faftor,  then  it 
becomes  profitable.  The  profits  of  the  other  gencv^illy  go  into 
the  hands  of  the  trader,  who  fupplies  him  with  ncccflaries  at 
an  advanced  price,  and  keeps  him  in  a  Rate  of  dcpendance. 

Where  hufbandry  is  the  employment  of  the  men,  domeflic 
manufafturcs  are  carried  on  by+the. women;  they  fpin  and  weave 
their  own  flax  and  wool,  and  their  families  arc  clad  in  cloth  of 
their  own  making.  The  people  of  Londonderry,  and  the  towns 
which  are  made  up  of  emigrants  from  it,  attend  largely  to  the 
manufafture  of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and  make  gre;it  quanti- 
ties for  fale.  Thcfe  pco  Ic  ate  induftrious,  frugal,  and  hor^ita- 
ble  ;  the  men  are  fanguinc  and  robufl  :  the  women  arc  of  li 
difpofitions,  and  their  native  white  and  red  complexion  of  li>,- 
land  is  not  loft  in  New-Hampfhire.  "  The  town  is  much  in- 
debted to  them  for  its  wealth  and  confequcnce."* 

The  people  of  New-IIampfliirc,  in  general,  are  induflrions, 
and  allow  thcmfclvcs  very  little  time  for  diverfion  ;  one  who  in- 
dulges himfclf  in  idlcnefs  and  phiy,  is  fligmatifed  according  to 
his  demerit.     At  military  muflcrs,  at  judicial    courts,  at  the    rai- 
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ting  of  houfes,  at  the  lauficliing  of  (hips,  and  at  the  ordimt]^ 
of  minifters,  which'  arfe  feafonf  of  public  fibncburfe,  the^ 
people  amufe  theinfel^es  With  dancing.  In  fome  'towns  iM 
have  a  praflice  at  Chriftmai  of  (hooting  geefe  for  wagers ;  anjl 
on  many  other  occafions  the  diVerflon  of  firing  at  mafki  'a  vthi 
common,  and  has  an  excellent  eAcft  in  forming  y<»ung|nteii  toil 
^dexterous  ufe  of  arrtis.  The  time  of  ^thering  thc^j  {Indiin  conl 
is  always  a  feafon  of  feftixfily  ;  the  (iars  are  gathered  and  l)rout|it 
home  by  day,  and  in  the  evening  a  company  of  neighbours  joii] 
in  hulking  them^  and  conclude  their  labour  with  a  Supper  ig^l 
a  dance.  In  the  capital  towns  they  have  regnlar  airemblies  for] 
dancing :  and  fometimes  theiaftrical  entertainments  have  beeaj 
given  by  tlie  young  gentlemen  tod  ladies^  In  Portfmovuh  then ; 
is  as  much  elegance  and  poKtenefs  of  manners  as  any  of  the  ctpr^ 
tal  towns  of  New-Englandi  It  is  often  vifited  by  ftranger^~-«iM| 
always  meet  with  a  friendly  and  hofpitable  reCeptitfn. 

The  fr^cjs  indulgence  of  fpiritous  liquors  has  been,  and  is  now  i 
one  of  thegreat^ft  faults  of  many  of  the  people  of  NeW-Ham»>i 
flxire,  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Pafcataqm,^ 
and  its  branches,  and  wherever  the  buiinefs  of  getting  lun^Kr '| 
forms  t^<:  principal  emplpyment  of  the  jveople^  \ 

In  travelling  up    the  Country,  it  affords  pltfafure  to  obfcrvel 
the  various  articles  of  produce  and  manufadure,  coming  to  nut.  j 
ket ;  but  in  travelling  down^jihe  country,  it  is  equally  difguftful  ^ 
to  meet  the  fame  teams  retuirning,  loaded  with  caiks  of  rum, 
along  with  fifli,  fait,  and  other  neceflary  articles. 

Among  hufbandmen  cyder  is  their  principal  drink;  mah  li- 
quor is  not  fo  common  as  its  .^holefomenefs  defcrves,  and  as  the 
facility  with  which  barley  and  hops  may  be  raifed  feehis  to  rc" 
quire.  In  fome  of  the  new  toWns  a  liquor  is  made  of  fpruc^ 
twigs  boiled  in  maple  fap.  But  after  all,  there  are  no  perfont 
more  robuft  and  healthy,''  than  thofe  whofe  only  or  principal 
drink  is  the  (imple  element  with  which  Nature  has  univerfaUy 
and  bountifully  fupplied  this  happy  land. 


TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 


For  feveral  years  fucceeding  the  late  War  the  partial  impods 
and  impolitic  reflriflions  of  their  own  government,  prevented 
foreign  vefTels  from  loading  in  their  port,  and  a  want  of  capital 
•r  of  cnterprife  in  the  merchants  of    Pafcataqua  has   hitherto 
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kept  ihei.  from  exploring  the  new  fources  of  commerce,  which 
^  opened  to  America  by  her  independence,  and  which  the 
inerchants  of  cfthef  American  ports  are  feeking  with  avidity^ 
Since  the  operation  of  the  general  government,  an  equal  fyflem 
of  imperil  has  been  introduced,  and  trade  <'s  regulated  fo  as  to 
ferve  the  general  intereft  of  the  Union.  The  ofi^cers  of  the 
cuftoms  are  appointed  by  the  executive  of  the  United  Sta:tes } 
and  the  revenue  arifing  froni  trade  and  navigation  is  applied  to 
national  putpofei. 

That  fuch  an  alteration  was  wife  and  falutary^  may  be  evident 
from  coniidering  the  fituation  of.  New-Hampfhire,  as  well  as  of 
feme  other  States  in  the  Union. 

Kew-Hamp{hite  is  feated  in  the  bdfoth  of  Maflachufetts,  with 
a  narrow  llrip   of   Tea  coaft,  and  only  one  port;    Her   inland 
country   e:ctends   fo  widely  as  to  cover  a    great    part   of    the 
neighbouring  States,  and    render  a  commercial  connexion  with 
them  abfolutely  neceffary.     All  the  towns  which  are  fituated  on 
the  fouthcrn,  and  many  of  thofe  on  the  weftcrn  borders  of  New- 
Hampftiire,  find  it  mortf  convenient  to   carry  their  produce  to 
market,  either    at   Newbury- port,   Sal£m,    fiofton  or  Hartford. 
The  towns  on  Saco  and  the  northern  parts  of  Connefticut  river 
vrill  neccflarily  communicate  with  the  ports,  in  the   eaftern  di- 
vifion  of  MalTachufettS;     The  lumber   which  is  cut  on  the  upper 
piirt  of  the  Merrimack  is  rafted  down  that  river,  and  is  exported 
from  Newbury-port,  whilft  that  which  is  cut    on   Conneflicut 
river  is  carried   down   to  Hartford.'     The  greater  part  of  New- 
Hampftiire  is  by  nature  cut   off  from  any  commercial  intercourfe 
with  the  only  port  in  the  State.     Lumber  being  a  bulky  article, 
ftiuft  be  tranfportcd  to  the  moft  convenient  landing.'     Waggons, 
or  fleighs,  carrying  pot  or  pearl  afhes,  pork,  beef,  butter,  cheefe, 
flax,  an(^  other  lefs  bulky    commodities,    and   droves  of  cattle, 
Iheep  and  fwine,  will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where 
the  vender  can  find  the  mofl  advantageous  market. 

For  thel'e  reafons  it  never  was  in  the  power  of  the  govern- 
ment of  New- Hampfhfic,  cither  before  or  ftnce  the  revolution, 
to  reap  the  proper  advantage,  or  even  afcertain  the  Value  of  its 
own  produ£lion,>< 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  number  and  value  of 
articles  of  commerce  produced  in  New-Hjimpfhire,  and  ex- 
ported from  the  various  ports  of  Maffacufetts  and  Connefticut, 
is  impra£ticable.  To  confine  the  detail  to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua 
alone,  gives  but  an  impcrfeft  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  whole 
State  ;  befides,  a  part  of  what  is  exported  thence  is  produced  in 
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the  adjoining  county  of  York  which  belongs  to  14l4|icIuUe|(i, 
Such  Kcounts,  however,  «i  have  been  obtained  from  the  cuftogi. 
houfe,  and  from  the  merchants  of  Portfmouth,  are  here  exhi. 
bited,  andalfo  the  current  prices  of  themoft  material  attidcL 
asthey  ftoodat  the  time^  together  with  tables  of  the, rvalue  of 
gold  and  filver,  according  to  the  currency  of  this  State* 
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SltPOlttS  FROM  THE  PORT  OF  PASCATAQUA^ 
from  Oftobcr  p,  .1789,  to  Oftober  i,  1791. 


^mm 


•^^ 


ARTICLE  EXPORTED   to  Europe.! 

W.  Ind 

N.Sco. 

Africa. 

Toul. 

1000  feet  of  pine  boards 

6*47 

II»622 

96 

69 

18,034 

Do.  feet  of  oak  plank 

378 

»6 

404 

pitto  ftavea  and  heading 

»S»7 

1608 

44 

2969 

Do.  clapboardi 

a 

^689 

21 

Do.  (hioglet 

2689 

Do.  hoop*    - 

79* 

7 

B6i 

Feet  of  oar  rafter* 

47»ooo 

95P 

47,95o> 

Tons  of  pine  t'mber 

88i 

86 

174* 

Do.  oak  timber 

251 

2P 

' 

271 

Frames  of  hoafct    •    • 

12 

12 

^ne  mafts           r 

41 

4 

45 

Spruee  fpars 

n 

7a 

85 

Shook  hogflxada 

2079 

2079 

Waggons 

2 

la 

Pairs  of  carts  wheels    • 

14 

14 

Sets  of  yokes  and  bows 

- 

28 
SO 

28 

Boats 

30 

Handfpikes 

80 

80 

Quintals  of  dry  fifli 

Z50 

26,207 

26,457 

Barrels  of  pi(ckledfiih 

501 

• 

501 

Do.  whale  oil 

120 

1 

ISO 

Do.  tar            -            - 

1613 

60 

1^73  1 

Caftsofflax  feed  - 

1798 

.  1798 

Barrels  of  beef          <• 

2775 

a 

2777 

Do.  pork 

9 

I 

10 

Do.  rice        - 

2 

2 

Bufhels  of  Indian  corn 

39* 

2000 

a39» 

Oxen  and  cows 

577 

33 

610 

Horfes        .        -        • 

207 

2 

209 

Sheep 

261 

229 

499 

Gallons  of  N.  Eng.  rum 

150 

1449 

»599 

Do.  Madeira  wine 

845 

845 

Thoufands  of  bricks 

129 

129 

Tons  of  pot  afti 

88t 

1 

881 

Do.  pearl  afli 

301 

3oi 

Boxes  of  candles      « 

28 

28 

Total  value  of  exportation  1    ,^5,839  DoDars  51  Cents, 
for  two  years.  ^     y  »  yy  ^    -^       ' 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


IMPORTS  INTO  THE  PORT  OF  PASCATAQUA, 
October  i,  1789,  ioOctoher  x^  i^gn. 


N.  B.  **  What  coraes  coaft  ways  from  aqy  of  the  Unitejl  Statq 
cannot  be  afcertained,  as  no  regular  entries  are  made  where  only 
|he  produce  of  the  United  States  is  on  board*  except  accompanied 
with  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  value  of  foreign  articles.  Tht 
falue  of  importing  articles  13  getter  ally  governed  by  the  Bollon  mar. 
ket." 


ARTICLES  IMPORTED 

from      Iw.  Indie*.  STova  Scotia 
Eivops.    \ 

Tott} 

■     — j 

' 

I 

EN 

(Gallons  of  Rum     -    - 

• 

158,911                    1 

i3*.9n 

Do.  gin         ... 

22{ 

"1 

^^H 

Po.  molafTes    ... 

»7P»785 

. 

270,785 

^H 

Do.  wine  from  Madeira 

. 

47»i 

^H 

Do.  porter 

457 

457 

^^B 

FMn" 

lbs.  of  uBiefined  fugfir 

546,648 

546,648 

^H 

Ficnch 

Do.  loaf  fugar 

77 

77 

^^K 

St.  Peti 

Do.  coffee 

68,633 

•68,63} 

^H 

Englanc 

Do.  cotton    -        r 

, 

17*564 

»7.S^ 

.i^^l 

Scotbni 

1^0.  cocoa      ... 

«7»944 

*7»944 

^H 

Ireland 

Do.  cheefe        •        • 

1056 

r 

ioj6 

^^1 

Britiih 

Do.  tea         •         • 

2696 

86 

278* 

^B 

Nova  S 

Do.  twine        r 

2204 

2204 

^^H 

Portuga 

Do.  nails 

16,890 

16,890 

^^H 

Portugi 

Hundreds  of  cordage    • 

i7.»o7 

17.107 

^H 

HolUn( 

Do.  hemp         «• 

94,000 

, 

94.90P 

^^B 

Denma 

Bufliels  of  fait    -      - 

(part) 

(partj 

98.^36 

l^^^B 

Africa 

Po.  fe9  coal .... 

3»3» 

3131 

^^^B 

Coaflin 

lbs.  of  ftcel  unwrqught 

16,527 

16.571 

^^H 

Do.  bar  and  (heist  lead 

433* 

1  r-/'"."*' 

433^ 

'^H 

Grindftones    -    -    -    - 

]  afftrtaiHtdJ 

•I   ^^^H 

r  \- 
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iNTRIAfi  AMB  CJLIARANCES,  from  Octoker  i,  1789,  to 

Octobvr  1,  1791* 


la 


Tom 


f; 


270,785 

47ii 

,457 
546,648 

77 
68,633 

*7.944 
ioj6 

«78i 
3204 
16,890 
I7»i07 
94»P0P 
98.^36 

3i3> 
16,571 

433'5 


VI 


lite^  Statq 
where  only 
:compantc(i 
cles.  Th« 
ofton  mar. 


1 

8    « 

M 

1        , 

1 

1 

ENTRIBj^  FROM 

s 
s. 

1  i  . 
1  %  1 

J     fl       a  a 

-3 

u 

a 

;3 

•32 

^ 

S'l  |lj2"^2  1 

CI 

'i-i 

0  s 

FMn«c         -        -         -    1    3M 

4       732 

732 

Ficnch  Weft-Indies     -  la 

42  »3    i 

i    72     9402  264 

9666 

St.  Peter's  &  Miqueron| 

5 

5       192    34 

226 

England 

12 

»5 

27     4119 

570 

4689 

Scotland 

4 

4      464 

464 

Ireland        -         -         - 

t 

4 

6      859 

859 

Britilh  Weft-.Vadie«    - 

6 

2    t     1 

10 

COO5 

2005 

Nova  Scotia 

1  14 

»5 

856 

856 

Portugal 

1 

»       293 

293 

Portuguefc  Iflands 

1 

1     1 

3      34» 

34» 

Holland  &  Plantation* 

»5    9    1 

25     2996 

2996 

Denmark  &  Iflands    - 

t    1 

2       »55 

^55 

Africa        .        -         - 

Coafting  &  Cod  Filhcry 
Total     - 

34 

40  ic 
87184  18 

>    50     1166 

298 

3431 

1166 

223   20719  s 

24448 

1 

II 

2 

c 
2      ^ 

CLEARANCES  TO 

eg 

S 

of  v< 

ioan 
age 

.5      "i 

J5            " 

:       0  re 

1                      ^M*. 

1 

Schoo 
Sloop 

Total 

Amer 
tonn 

0    .       = 

France 

1 

French  Weft-Indies 

17 

70!     3910^1 

36  16616 

264 

16880 

St.  Pcter'5  &  Miqu. 

8    1 

9     428 

34 

462 

England 

16 

25 

1 

42    67C5 

441 

7166 

Scotland 

4 

4       616 

6t6 

Ireland 

1 

3 

4     666 

666 

Britifli  Weft-Indies 

8 

3 

4    » 

16 

3134 

3M4 

Nova  Scotia 

12 

12 

502 

502 

Portugal 

J 

Portuguefe  Iflands 

1 

I 

if 

)2        162 

Holland  &  Planta. 

2 

2      23- 

2%% 

Denmark  &  Iflands 

J  J 

Africa 

1 

1      110 

1  IC 

Coafting  ACodFifli. 

40  10 

50    1 1 66 

1166 

Total 

,  1 

43107 

^03i2  2  2 

77  26^60 

29^ 

10 

iM 

121^1097 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


PRICES  CURRENT  AT  PASCATAQUA,   A.  D.  t^^i 


PINE  MASTS 

,  hewn 

}nche». 

Price. 

36 

/■■ 

»47 

35 
34 

117 
96 

33 
3a 

11 

3« 
30 

U 

89 

28 

80 
25 

27 

80 

26 

»7 

as 

>4 

a4 

18 

23 

10 

22 

9 

8}  I 

29  ( 

and  all  below  20  at 
Sfper  inch. 


SPRUCE  and  PINE  YARDS,'PINE  BOWSPRITS, 


hewn  in  8  fquirc. 


hewn  in  8  fquare. 


Price 
£•34 

«7 
23 
so 

16 

12 

9- 
8 

6 


10 


1-10 
1.  8 
1-  6 
1-  4 
1-  a 
a- 
.18 


rnchei. 

hk,: 

38 

£'H 

37 

'        66 

36 

48 

35 

44 

34 

4« 

33 

3« 

3« 

3» 

3> 

.  «7 

30 

81 

^9 

16 

a8     . 

9 

27 

7 

26 

6 

25 

and  alt  below  at  ^ 
per  incht 


Timber. 

Oak  from  15  to  50  feet  in 
length  and  from  1  o  to  20 
inches  i'quare,  each  40 
cubic  feet 


f  white 
Oak-{  red 

t  black 
Maple 
Beech 
lilack  birch 
White  pine 
Oak  Ihip  timber  mea- 

fured  at  end  of  the 

arm 
Afh  timber,  per  cord         24/ 
Lath  wood,  per  cord  24/" 

Boards,  Plank  and  Joist, 
Eacii  fuperficial  fquarc  foot, 

one  inch   in  thicknefs,  is 

called  a  foot 
Pine,  per  looo  feet  S^/^to  42/" 


tqf  to  24/ 
12/ 

16/ to  18/ 
20/ 

t6/to  18/ 

12/"  to   13/ 

}xfper 
inch. 


LUMBER. 

Hemlock  generally        2/*^ 
N.  C  The  price  of  thefe  arti- 
cles is  frequently  varying 
Qak  plank,  per  ton     •    £.i 

SuKORY  Lumber. 

Clapboards,  per  thouf.       487I 

Shingles,  ditto         -         loj 

Hoops,  ditto  -         £,^ 

White  oak  pipe  ftaves,  per 

thoufaqd  -  £.^0 

Ditto  hogfliead  ditto         £.^ 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto  £.2 

Red  oak  hogdiead,  ditto  £.2 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto     £,i    10/ 

Anchor-docks  per  inch  at  di 

ametpr  of  the  nut  1/ 

Handipikes  in  the  rough     1/ 

/  white  oak 


Shook  hhds..j^^^^j.^^^ 
Spruce  fpars,  per  inch 


6/ 

3/ 


Oar   rafters, 
feet 


per    loop 


£'i 
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SvNORr    Articlis. 


Quintal     ||5„i^ 

ftorJc,  per  barrel 
Beef,  ditto 
Corn,  per  bufliel 
Rye,  ditto 
Barley,  ditto 
Fkx  feed,  ditto 
Oxen,  eich 


Tabu  oi  the   Value  of  Silver  in  the  Currency    of  New- 
Hampfliire,  fronr  170010  1750. 


Silver  per  oz.     Silver  per  oz. 


Silver  per  oz. 


Silver  per  oz. 


Hi 


G£N£kAL  r>ESCktFTf(fIf 


VALUE  OF  DOLLARS,  from  175010,1776. 


yeait. 

«75» 
»75a 
»7.53 
»754 

.»7o5 

^^5^< 


valur.  1 

s. 

d. 

5« 

f> 

55 

0 

57 
60 

0 
0 

70 
80 

0 

0 

90 

0 

100 

0 

yeaiK. 


»757 

»758 
>759 


{ 


value 
s.  d. 
too  o 

to 
1 10  o 
ISO   o 

120  o 
120  o 


years 


176* 

1762^ 

1763 


1764 

>7^5 
to 

1776 


value 
s.  4. 
ieo  o, 

to 
130  o 

& 

\.i40  o 
120  o 


} 


SCALE  OF  DEPRECIATION  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  DOL 
LARS,  during  the  War. 


years,    moii.   <q^i.il 


777 


77 


Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

J"Jy 

Auguft 
Sept. 

oa. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


''Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
g  J  June 
^  July 
Augufl 
Sept. 

oa. 

Nov. 
I)cr. 


100 
104 
106  ' 
I  10 
J14 
1  20 

»^5 

»50 

»75 

275 
300 

310 

325 

350 

375 
400 

400 

400 

425 
450 

475 
500 

545 
^>34 


\cars.  iiion.  cq.  i( 


vt:  '  s.     moll,  fqiml  ii 


177 


s< 


Jan.  741 
Feb.  868 
Mar^  J  000 
ApriUici 
May  121^ 
June  1341' 
July  1477 
Aug.  1630 
Sept.iSoc 
Oft.  2030 
Nov.  2308 
v^Dec.  239c 


f  Jan.  293.^ 
Feb.  3322 
Mar.3736 
Apr.4000 
May  480c 
Junes 700 
780^,  July  600c 
Aug. 6  300 
Sept. 6500 
Oft.  670c 
Nov.  7  000 
Drc.  7,10c 


rjan.  7500 

j  Feb.  7,^c 

78 1^^*^!=,''  75°^ 

'          April  750c 

I  May  750c 

(^June  12,000 


VAtuE  to  the  prefent 


to      ^ 


del.  value. 

6/ 


In  American  nationri 
currency,  one  doi 
l;ir  is  equal  to  10c 
cents. 


u 
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tAiLi  0^  il>c  Wcighi  and  Value  of  Gold  and  Siltir  aa  cftabliftied 

by  Law  in  1785. 


COINS. 


Weight. 


French      j 

8pani(h  Dollar 

Pngli(h  Guinea   - 

Fr«nch  ditto,    -     • 

johannei 

Half  ditto      - 

Moidore 

Doubloon 

Piftole        -        •» 


5    6 

5  6 
18    o 

9     9 

6  18 

16  12 
4     3 


Vilue. 


068 

I      60 
1     8  o 

*     P 
4  to  o 

a    8  o 

t  t6  o 

480 

120 


Gold,  per  ounce 
Silver,  per  ounce 


Cop 
per 


p.  1  things    I 
(.lilHcoThJ 


£.  I.  i. 


5  6  B 
068 

001 


Statement  bf  the  IfisHtHY  at  Pafcataqua  and  its  neig^ltourhoocl. 

Schoortets  2  7  "J               ... 

Boat!  20  (employed  in  the  Cod  and 

Tonnage  630  f  •  Scale  Fi(hcry  annoally.* 

Seamen  250J 


Frodu^  of  the  FisftSRY  in  the  year  <79i>t 
r  Merchantable  fifh  5i  >  70 

Quintals  nrade  -I  Jamaica  ditto        -     i4>"7 
{.Scale  ditto         -  6,465 


Total 


25,850 


Eftimate  of  Seamen  belonging  to  New-Hampfliire  In  i79i>§ 
In  foreign  trade  -  500 

CoalUng  ditto         <^         -        50 
Fifliery        *         -        «        250 


*  The  fchooners,  boats,  and  feamcn,  belonging  10  the  Iflei  of  Shoals  are  not 
included  in  the  above  eftimation. 

i  The  fifh  made  at  the  Ides  of  Shoals  are  included  in  this  ftatement.     The  fuc- 
cefi  of  the  fiOiery  jh  this  feai'on  has  been  uncommonly  good. 

§  Some  of  the  Seamen  who  in  fummer  &re  employed  ia  the  fiiher/i  are  in  thi 
winter  employed  in  the  coafting  bufinefs,  or  in  foreign  voyages. 
Vol.  II.  Q 
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The  ftaple  commoditJes  of  New-Hampftiire  may  be  rerfuee^ 
to   the  following  articles,  viz.  Ihips,  lumber,  provifions,  fifl, 
horfes,  pot  and  pearl  afhes,  and  flax-feed. 

Ships  are  built  in  att  the  towns  contigaous  to  the  river 
t'afcataqaa,  and  its  branches.  They  Are  generally  fot  tip  oQ 
the  banks  of  the  rver,  but  fometimes  vcirels  of  an  hundred  tons 
and  upwards  have  been  built  at  the  didance  of  one  or  two 
miles  from  the  water,  and  drawn  on  ftrong  fledges  of  timber 
on  the  I'now  by  teams  of  two  hundred  oJtert,  and  plated  on  iKe 
ice  of  the  rivers  fo  as  to  float  in  the  fpring.  They  have  alfo 
been  built  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight  miles,  then  taken  to 
pieces  and  conveyed  in  common  team  loads  to  the  fea.  Fifliing 
fchooners  and  whale  boats  are  often  buitt  ii  the  diilancc  of  twa 
or  three  miles  from  the  water. 

There  are  no  workmen  more  capable  of  conflrufting  good 
fhips  than  the  carpenters  of  New-Hampfhirc.  But  the  good- 
nefs  of  a  fhip  ever  did  and  will  depend  on  the  quality  of  the 
materials,  the  nature  and  promptitude  of  the  pay,  and  the  con- 
(lant  attention  of  the  perfon  whofe  interefl  it  is  that  the  fhip 
fliould  be  good# 

The  number  of  fhips  built  in  the  river  in  1 790,  was  eight*  in  J 
J 791,  twenty.     The  price  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven 
to  twelve  dollars  per  ton  for  the  carpenter's  work,  and  Icls  than 
©ne  third  more  for  iron  and  other  work. 

The  number  of  fhips  and  other  Veflels  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Pafeataqua  in  1791  was  eighty-three,  of  thefe  there  were  of 
above  one  hundred  tons,  thirty-three,  and  under  one  hundred 
tons,  fii'ty. 

The  white  pine  of  the  forefl  is  the  flrongefl  and  mofl  dun- 
blc  timber  which  America  affords  for  mafts.  It  is  often  advan- 
ced by  Europeans,  that  the  pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe  of 
America  in  ftrength.  This  is  acknowledged  to  be  true  whilft 
the  Norway  wood  retains  its  natural  juices;  but  thefe  being 
(oon  exhauftcd  by  the  heat  and  drynels  of  the  air,  leave  the 
wood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commences  much  fuoner  than  in  the 
white  pine  of  America.  The  Norway  pine  begins  to  decay  in 
five  or  fix  years;  but  the  American,  with  proper  care  to  defend 
the  mafl-head  from  moillure,  will  lafl  unimpaired  for  twenty  years. 

When  proper  periuns  are  employed,  and  fuflicient  time  is  given 
to  provide  fuitable  materials,  the  forefls  of  America  can  lupply 
any  dcmnnds  which  may  be  made  of  timber,  cither  for  building, 
for  naval  florcs,  or  cabinet  work.  But  a  cargo  prepared  in  an 
injudicious,  hafly,  or  fraudulent  manner,  may  give  a  bad  name. 
to  t]T"  Ameiican  tinibcM-  in  foreign  maikcts,  and  prejudice  v»hol* 
nations  ii^aiuf^  it. 
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Contrafts  for  timber  fhould  always  be  ma4e  fo  as  to  give 
time  to  lodt  for  the  requifue  (licks,  and  cut  them  in  the  proper 
fcafon  of  the  year.  If  the  trees  were  girdled  and  left  to  die 
landing,  the  timber  would  be  much  fuperior  to  any  which  is 
^yt  whilft  aji'-i.  Trees  cut  in  the  fap  (hould  be  ftrippcd  of 
^eir  bark  at.  foon  as  poflible,  or  they  will  be  damaged  by  the 
urorm;  but  after  all  the  care  and  attention  which  can  be  beftov.v 
cd  on  them,  many  trees  which  are  intended  for  mails,  on  tli^ 
^'iSt.  examination  which  they  muft  pafs,  prove  unfit  for  Icryic^ 
tnd  lometiines  the  labour  of  a  whole  fealbn  is  loft. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to  get  the  fmalle;r 
(pedes  of  lumber,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  do  not  interfere 
with  hufbandry,  which,  after  all,  is  much  preferable  to  the 
lumber  bufineis,  both  in  point  of  gain,  contentment,  and  mo- 
rals. 

Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  faft  and  experiment,  Durr 
ing  the  hte  war  the  trade  in  lumber  was  fuipended,  and  the 
people  were  obliged  to  attend  to  hufbandry ;  they  werf  then 
able  to  export  large  (juantities  of  corn,  though  for  feveral 
years  before  the  war,  it  wa^  imported  for  neceffary  conl'ump- 
tion. 

The  following  ftatement,  obtained  from  the  naval-office,  will 
place  this  matter  in  its  jufl  view. 


Corn  importecl  into  the  river 
Pafcataqua. 

Corn  exported  from  the  river 
Pafcataqua. 

MujhcU 

Bujlitli, 

—  1769                  4097 

—  1770  16587 

1777                  1915 

—  1778   -—   5306 

—  »779             3097 

—  1780  671  \ 

4-iMi      -.,...       rrftn 

4)31278 

^^^"g'^l         7819I 
p.  ann.    J          I      J^ 

—   i7«i  -          55**7 

•6)251 26 
Average  p.  ann.        4187I 

To  the  above  account  of  exports,  the  following  note  is  added 
by  a  naval  officer:  "It  is  likely  near  half  as  much  has  been 
fmuggled*  out  of  the   State  and  not  accounted  for."      It  muft 


*  The  fmugglcd  corn  during  the  war  went  chiefly  to  Nova-Scotia,  tlic  coun» 
try  which,  by  Lord  ShcfliclU's  calculation,  was  to  fupply  the  Weft  Indies  with 
provifions ! 
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alfo  b^  remembered,  that  great  quantities  were  carried  out  by 
land  into  the  caftern  countries  of  Maffachufctts.  If  thefc  bo 
added  to  the  lift  of  exports,  the  average  will  come  very  Uttl^ 
fhort  of  the  average  of  corn  imported  before  the  war :  and  thuj 
it  is  dcmonftrablc  that  even  thofe  towns  adjoining  the  river,  in 
■which  lumbering  was  formerly  the  chief  employment,  and  into 
>vhich  much  corn  was  imported,  arc  fully  capable  of  raifing, 
not  only  a  fuffi'ciency  of  provifions  for  their  own  fupport,  but, 
la  furplus  for  exportation  equal  to  what  they  formerly  imported, 
and  paid  for  in  the  hard,  dangerous  and  unprofitable  labour 
which  always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofc  of  the  war  the  high  price  of  lumber  induced 
many  people  to  relume  their  old  employments ;  but  there  has 
iiecn  (6  much  fluftuation  in  the  demand  for  that  article  of  late, 
that  no  dependence  can  be  placed  on  it,  and  for  this  reafon  ag 
well  as  others,  hufbandry  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe.  A 
careful  infpeftion  of  provifions  failed  for  exportation  would 
tend  to  eftablifli  the  charafter  of  them  in  foreign  ports,  and 
greatly  encourage  the  labours  of  the  hulbandman. 

The  cod  filhery  is  carried  on  either  by  boats  or  fchooncrs, 
The  boats,  in  the  winter  feafon,  go  out  in  the  morning  and  i 
return  at  night;  in  the  fpring  and  I'ummer,  they  do  not  return 
till  they  are  filled.  The  fchooners  make  three  trips  to  the 
Banks  in  a  fealon.  The  firft,  or  ipring  fare,  produces  large 
thick  fifh,  which,  after  being  properly  lalted  and  dried,  is 
kept  alternately  above  and  under  ground,  till  it  becomes  I'o 
jnellow  as  to  be  denominated  dumb  fifh.  This  fifh,  when  boiled, 
is  red,  and  is  eaten,  generally  on  Saturdays,  at  the  beft  tables 
in  New-England. 

The  fifh  of  the  fummer  and  fall  fares  is  divided  ir^to  two  forts, 
the  one  called  Merchantable,  and  the  other  Jamaica  fifh.  Thele 
forts  are  vyhite,  thin,  and  leis  firm.  The  Jamaica  fifli  is  the 
fmalleft,  thinneft  and  moft  broken.  The  former  is  exported 
to  Europe,  the  latter  to  the  Wcfl  India  Iflands. 

The  places  where  the  cod  fifhery  is  chiefly  af^ended  to  are 
the  ifles  of  Shoals,  Newcaflle,  Rye  and  Hampton;  but  all  the 
towns  adjoining  the  river  are  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  it. 
The  boats  employed  in  this  fifhery  are  of  that  light  and  fwift 
kind  called  whale  boats;  they  are  rowed  either  with  two  or 
four  oars,  and  fleered  with  another,  and  being  equally  fharp 
at  each  end,  move  with  the  utmofl  celerity  on  the  luifacgof 
the  ocean. 
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Scheoncrs  are  gericrally  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons,  and 
carry  fi''  ^^  feven  men,  and  one  or  two  boys.  When  they 
make  a  tolerable  fare,  they  bring  home  five  or  fix  hundred 
quintals  of  fifh,  fplit,  failed,  and  {lowed  in  bulk.  At  their 
arrival  the  fifli  is  rinfed  in  fait  water,  and  fpread  on  hurdles 
comppfed  of  brufh,  and  raifcd  on  (lakes  about  three  or  four 
feet  from  the  ground ;  thefe  are  called  flakes.  Here  the  fifti  is 
dried  in  clear  weather,  and  in  foul  weather  it  is  put  under 
cover.  It  ought  never  to  be  wet  from  the  time  that  it  is  firft 
Iprcad  till  it  is  boiled  for  the  table. 

Bcfides  the  flefhy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver  is  preferved 
in  caiks  and  boiled  down  to  oil,  which  is  ufed  by  curriers 
of  leather.  The  tongues  and  founds  arc  pickled  in  fmall  kegs, 
and  make  a  luxurious,  vifcid  foot.  The  heads  are  fat  and 
juicy ;  but  moft  of  thofe  which  ai£  caught  at  fea  are  thrown 
away  ;  of  thofc  which  arp  caught  near  home,  the  greater  par^; 
become  the  food  of  fwine. 

The  filhery  has  not  of  late  years  been  profecuted  with  the 
fame  fpirits  as  formerly  :  fifty  or  fixty  years  ago  the  fhores  of 
the  rivers,  creeks,  and  inlands  were  covered  with  fifh-flakcs  j 
and  feven  or  eight  fhips  were  loaded  annually  for  Spain  and 
Portugal,  befides  what  was  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies  ;  after- 
wards they  found  it  more  convenient  to  make  the  fifh  at  Canfeau, 
which  is  nearer  to  the  Banks  ;  it  was  continued  there  to  great 
advamage  till  1744*  when  it  was  broken  up  by  the  French 
jkvar.  After  the  peace  it  revived,  but  not  in  fo  great  a  degree 
as  before.  Fifli  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fummer  on  thp 
eaftern  ftiores  and  iflands,  and  in  the  fpring  and  fall  at  home, 
Previoully  to  the  late  revolution,  the  greater  part  of  remit- 
tances  to  Europe  was  made  by  the  fifheries ;  but  it  has  not  yet 
recovered  from  the  fhock  which  it  received  by  the  war  with 
Britain.  .         » 

It  is,  however,  in  th*;  power  of  the  Americans  to  make  morjs 
advantage  of  the  cod  fifhcry  than  any  of  the  European  nations  : 
they  can  fit  out  vellcls  at  Icls  expence,  and  by  reafon  of  the 
wefterly  winds,  which  prevail  on  their  coafts  in  February  and 
March,  they  can  go  to  the  Banks  earlier  in  the  feafon  than  the* 
Europeans,  and  take  the  beft  fifh  ;  they  can  dry  it  in  a  clearer 
air  than  the  foggy  fliorcs  of  Newfoundland  and  Nova-Scotia; 
they  can  fupply  every  neceffary  from  among  themfclves,  vcifels, 
ipars,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  lines,  hooks,  and  provilions  ;  lalt 
can  be  imported  from  abroad  cheaper  than  they  can  make  it  at 
home,  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  duties  ;  men  can  always, 
te  had  to   go    on   fharcs,  which    is  by  far  the   moll   proiitabia 
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method  both  to  the  employers  and  the  fifhcrmen.     The  fiftii 
banks  are  an  inexhauftiblc  Iburce  of  wealth  ;  and    the  HOi 
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bufinefs  is  a  moft  excellent  nurfery  for  feainen  ;  it  therefore 
deferves  every  encouragement  and  indulgence  from  an  enlioht. 
cned  national  legiflnture. 

The  manufa£lure  of  pot  and  pearl  aflies  affords  a  valuable  ar. 
tide  of  exportation.  In  the  new  townfhips,  where  vaft  quin. 
titles  of  wood  arc  burnt  on  the  land,  the  alhes  are  collefted  and 
boiled,  and  the  falts  arc  conveyed  to  certain  places,  where  works 
are  crefted,  and  the  manufafture  is  pcrfc£led.  This,  like  tnanv 
other  of  their  articles  of  exportation,  has  fuffered  much  in  its 
reputation  from  an  injudicious  or  fraudulent  furvey.  Jt  [%  j 
leifon  which  ought  to  be  deeply  engraven  on  the  jnlndt 
of  Icgiflators  as  well  as  manufadurers  and  merchants,  jhat 
honefty  at  home  is  the  only  foundation  for  credit  abroad. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  manufiifture  fail-tloth  j  ani 
the  proprietor  of  the  works,  Thomas  Odiorne,  £^fq,  of  Exeter 
has  received  fome  fmall  encouragement  from  the  legiflatureof 
the  State.  Such  a  bounty  as  is  allowed  in  Maflachuletts  would 
give  a  fpring  to  this  bufinefs,  and  encourage  the  ere£lion  of  othq; 
works  of  the  fame  kind.  ' 

The  manufafture  of  iron,  both  in  forges  and  furnaces, 
inight  be  rendered  vaftly  more  profitable  than  it  is  at  prelent, 
This  neceffary  metal,  inftead  of  being  imported,  might  become 
an  article  of  exportation. 

Flax  lieed  is  produced  in  large  quantities ;  fome  of  it  is  manu. 
fa£tured  into  oil,  and  fome  is  exported. 

The  manufafture  of  leather  and  fhoes  is  not  fo  extenfiveas 
to  produce  articles  of  exportation,  but  may  be  confidered  among 
the  domeftic  manufaftures. 

-In  mod  of  the  country  towns  confiderable  quantities  of  tow. 
ploth  are  made,  fome  of  which  is  exported  to  the  fouthern 
States  to  clothe  the  negroes  who  labour  on   the  plantations. 

The  manufafture  of  bricjis  and  potter's  ware  may  be  extend- 
ed to  any  degree,  fcveral  Ipecics  of  clay  being  found  in  great 
abundance  in  the  towns  at  the  heads  of  the  fevcral  branches  of 
the  river  Pafcataqua,  in  places  which  lie  very  convenient  for 
water  carriages.  Jiricks  might  be  carried  as  ballafl  in  every 
veifcl  which  goes  to  the  ports  where  they  are  laleable,  la 
this  article,  however,  as  well  as  many  others,  a"  regulation  is 
needed ;  moft.  of  the  bricks  which  are  made  are  deficient  in 
fizc,  and  nmcli  of  the  clay  which  is  ulod  in  making  them 
is  not  fufiicicntly  mellowed  by  the  froU  of  winter,  or  by  the 
Jabour  of  the  artiiicer. 
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By  aft  of  aflembly  of  January,  1792,  a  bank,  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Bank  of  Nevv-Hatnpfhire,"  was  eftablilhed,  to  con- 
tinue fifty  years,  under  the  management  of  a  prefident  and 
fevcn  dircftors.  The  capital  flock  is  fixty  thoufand  dollars ; 
and  the  ftockholders  have  liberty  to  increafe  it  to  two 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie,  and  one  hundred  thou- 
fand dollars  in  any  other  ftate.  This  inftitution  will  prove 
a  ercat  aid  to  the  commerce  and  manufaftures  of  this  State, 

EDUCATION  AND  LITERATURE. 

The  old  laws  of  New-Hampfhire  required  every  town  of 
one  hundred  families  to  keep  a  grammar  fchool ;  by  which 
va$  meant  a  fchool  in  which  the  learned  languages  fhould 
be  taught,  and  youth  might  be  prepared  for  admifllon  to  a 
univerftty.  The  fame  preceptor  was  obliged  to  teach  read- 
ine  writing,  and  arithmetic,  unlefs  the  town  was  of  fuSicient 
ability  to  keep  two  or  more  fchools,  one  of  which  was 
called  a  grammar  fchool  by  way  of  diftinftion. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  public  records,  as  far  back 
as  the  year  1722,  juft  at  the  beginning  of  an  Indian  war, 
that  the  frontier  towns  petitioned  the  alTembly  for  a  fpeciai 
aft  to  exempt  them  from  the  obligation  to  maintain  a  gram- 
mar fchool  during  the  war.  The  indulgence  was  granted 
ihcm,  but  only  on  this  condition,  '^  that  they  fliould  keep 
a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  ;"  to  which  all 
towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In  latter  times  the 
conduft  of  the  fame  towns  has  been  very  different,  ^«# 
ing  the  late  war  with  Britain,  not  only  thofe,  but  TOartij^' 
pther  tc5wns,  large  and  opulent  and  far  removed  from  aRj^ 
danger  by  the-  enemy,  were  for  a  great  part  of  the  time 
deftitute  of  any  public  fchools,  not  only  without  applying 
to  the  legiftature  for  permiffion,  but  contrary  to  the  ex** 
prefs  requirements  of  law,  and  notwithftanding  courts  of 
juftice  were  frequently  holden,  and  grand  jurors  folemnly 
fworn  and  charged  to  prelent  all  breaches  of  law,  and  the 
want  of  fchools  in  particular.  This  negligence  was  one 
among  ma  ny"^''%  vide  noes  of  a  moft  unhappy  proftration  of 
njorals  fluring  that  period  ;  it  afforded  a  melancholy  profpe£l 
to  the  friends  of  Icience  and  of  virtue,  and  excited  fome 
generous  and  philanthropic  perfons  to  dcvife  other  methods 
of  education. 
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Among   thefe   John    Philips,   Efq.    of  Exeter,  was  the  firft  i 
io    diftinguifti    himfelf,  by    founding    and   endowing  a     feit)i. 
nary   of   learning   in   that  town  ;    which,    jri    the   year  i-igj 
was    by    an    aft   of  aflembly     incorporated     by    the    name  of 
♦'  Philips's  Exeter  Academy."     It  is    placed  under   the  infpec: 
tion  of  a    board    of  truflees,    and  is  governed   by  a  preceptor 
and    an    afliftant.       In   this   academy   are    taught    the     learned 
languages,    the  principles   of   geography,    aftronomy,    mathema. 
tics,    and  logic,    befides    writing,  mufic,   compofition,    oratory   J 
and  virtue.     The  fund  belonging  to  this  inftitution  is  valued 
at   nearly     ten    thoufand    pounds.      About   one    fifth  part  of 
this  fund,  lying  in  lands,  is  at   prefent  unproduftive,  but  the 
aftual   income  amounts   to    four   hundred   and   eighty  poundj' 
per  annum^ 

Since  the  eflablifliment  of  this  academy  feveral  otherj 
have  been  erefted  ;  one  of  which  is  at  New-Ipivvich;  it 
was  incorporated  in  1789;  its  fund  is  about  one  thoufand 
pounds  ;  the  number  of  ftudents  is  generally  between  fouy 
and  fifty ;  the  price  of  tuition  is  one  fhilling  per  wed, 
and  of  boarding  five  fhillings/ 

There  is  another  academy,    at   Atltinfon,   founded  by  Natha-\ 
niel   Peabody,   Efq.  and   incorporated  by  the   general  court  in 
the    year   1790.       The   preceptor    has    been   chiefly  fupported 
by  Mr.   Peabody  ;    and  he  has    endowed    the  academy  with  a 
donation  of  one  thoufand  acres  of  land. 

Similar  iriftitutions  have  been  begun  at  Amherft,  at  Char- 
leftown,  and  at  Concord  ;  which  though  at  prefent  in  a  ftate 
of  infancy,  yet  afford  a  pleafiiig  proipeft  of  the  increafe  of 
literature  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

It  law  has  been  lately  made,  which  enforces  the  maintenance 
Pchools  by  a  peculiar  fanftion;  the  felcft  men  of  the  feverat 
#wns  are ,  liable  to  have  the  fame  fum  diflrained  out  of  their 
?cftates,  which  would  be  fufficient  to  fupport  a  fchool  durinj 
the  whole  time  in  which  they  negleft  to  make  that  provifion. 
This  law  is  To  recent  that  no  judgment  can  as  yet  be  formed  of 
its  operation.  It  fliews,  however,  that  the  tegifl.Uure  are  atten- 
tive to  this  mofl  important  branch  of  their  duty,  the  education 
of  the  rifing  generation.  \ 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  progrcfs  of  ,«fcience,  focii 
libraries  arc  eftiiblifhcd  in  feveral  towns  in  tiit-^' State  ;  and  in 
the  year  1791  a  medical  focicty  was  incorporated  by'^aft(^ 
Aifembly.  The  prefidcnt  of  the  State  being  a  gentleman  of 
the  faculty,  is  at  the  head  of  this  fociety. 
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By  an  article  in  the  conftitution  of  the  State,  it  is  de- 
rlared  to  be  "  the  duty  of  legiflators  and  magiilrates  to  chc- 
rilh  the  intereft  of  literature  and  the  fciences,  and  all  femi- 
naries  and  public  Ichools }  to  en'courage  private  and  public 
inftitutionsj  rewards,  and  immunities  for  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  arts,  fciences,  commerce,  trades,  manufaftures, 
and  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country  ;  to  countenance-and 
inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  benevolence, 
public  and  private  charity,  induflry  and  economy,  honefty" 
and  punfluality,  fincerity,  I'obriety,  and  all  fecial  iitteftions 
and  generous  lentiments  among  the  people."  As  far  as  pub- 
lic rulers  conform  to  this  article,  they  promote,  in  the 
moft  efFeftual  manner,  the  true  intereft  and  profperity  of 
their  country* 

The  eili'.l)li(hment  of  Dartmouth  College  in  the  weftern 
border  of  the  State,  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  new 
frttlements,  and  to  the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermont.-— 
During  the  late  war,  like  all  other  ieminaries  of  literature, 
it  lay  under  difcouragement ;  but  fince  the  peace  it  is  in  a 
more  flourifhing  fituation. 

Its  .'.anded  intereft  amounts  to  about  eighty  thoufand  acres, 
of  which  twelve  hundred  lie  contiguous,  and  are  capable 
of  the  befl  improvement.  Twelve  thoufand  acres  are  fituate 
in  Vermont.  A  traft  of  eight  miles  fquare  beyond  the  northern 
line  of  Stuart-town  was  granted  by  the  Affembly  of  New- 
Hampdiire  in  1789,  and  in  the  a£l  by  which  this  grant 
was  made,  "  the  prefident  and  council  of  the  State  for  the 
lime  being  are  incorporated  <vith  the  truftees  of  the  col- 
lege, fo  far  as  to  aft  with  them  in  regard  to  the  expendi- 
tures and  application  of  this  grant,  and  of  all  others  which 
have  been  or  may  be  hereafter  made  by  New-IIampfliire." 

The  revenue  of  the  college  arifinjT  from  the  lands,  amounts 
to  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  ^  ^r  annum.  By  contrafts 
aheady  made  it  will  amount  in  four  years  to  four  hundred 
and  fifty ;  and  in  twelve  years  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  The  income  arifing  from  tuition  money  is  about 
fix  hundred  pounds   per  annum  more. 

The  firft  building  ercftcd  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
fludents  was  ^^ew  years  fince  burned.  A  lottery  was  granted 
by  the  State Wbr  raifing  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  pounds, 
which  has  been  applied  to  the  ereftiori  of  a  new  building, 
much  more  convenient  than '  the  former ;  it  was  conftruftcd 
of  wood,  and  (lands  in  an  elevated  fituation,  Jlbout  half  a 
mile  eaftward  of  Connefticut  river  in   the  townfliip   of  Hano- 
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ver,  commanding  an  extenfive  and  pleafant  profpeft  to  tfia 
weft.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  tong,  fifty  feet  wiJc 
and  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  contains  thirty-fix  chamber^;  for 
ftudcnts.  The  number  of  ftudents  who  were  graduated  in 
the  firfl:  nineteen  years,  amounts  to  two  hundred  at)d  fifty. 
two,  among  whom  were  two  Indians.  In  the  ye^r  1790,  the 
number  of  undergraduates  was  about   one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  ftudcnts  are  divided  into  four  clafl'cs.  The  frefh  men 
ftudy  the  learned  languages,  the  rules  of  fpeaking  and  writ. 
ing,   and  the  elements  of  mathematics. 

The  Cophomores  attend  to  the  languages,  geography,  logic 
and  mathematics. 

The  junior  fophifters,  befide  the  languages,  enter  on  nalu. 
lal   and  moral  philofophy  and   compofttion. 

The  fcnior  clafs  compofe  in  Englifh  and  Latin ;  ftudy 
metaphyfics,  the  elements  of  natural  and  political  law. 

The  principal  books  ufed  by  the  ftudents  are  Lowth's 
Englifh  Grammar,  Perry's  Diftionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Gulh. 
rie's  Geography,  Ward's  Mathematics,  Atkinfon's  Epitome 
Hammond's  Algebra,  Martin's  and  Enfield's  Natural  Philofo. 
phy,  Fergulbn's  Aftronomy,  Locke's  Effay,  Montefquieu's 
Spirit  of  Laws,  and  Burlemaqui's  Natural  and  Political 
Law. 

Bcfides  thefe  ftudies,  leftures  are  read  to  the  fcholars  in 
theology  and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory. 

There  is  an  examination  of  each  clafs  once  in  the  year, 
and  thofe  who  are  not  found  qualified  for  their  ftandingare 
put   into   a  lower  clafs. 

The  annual  commencement  is  held  on  the  fourth  Wednef- 
day  in  Auguft.  There  are  two  vacations,  one  following  com- 
mencement and  continuing  fix  weeks  and  two  days ;  the 
other  beginning  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  February,  and  con- 
tinuing  five  weeks   and  five  days. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitution  of  the  State  which  was  adopted  in  i-j^i, 
is  taken,  almoft  verbatim,  from  that  of  Maflachufetts,  The 
principal  differences,  except  fuch  as  arife  fromJIoeal  circum. 
fiances,  arc  the  following  :  the  ftiles  of  the  coflPtutions,  and 
of  the  fuprcmc  magiftratcs  in  each  State,  are  different.  In 
one  it  is  "  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Maffacmifctts," 
in  tha  other,  "  Prefident  of  the  State  of  New-IIampfhire."' 
In  each  State,  the  luprcme  magiftratc  haS  the  title  of  "  Hii 
Excelkucy," 
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The  Prefidcnt  of  Ncw-IIampfliire,  like  the  Governor  of 
Maflachufctts,  ha«  not  the  power  of  negativing  all  bills  and 
refolves  of  the  Senate  and  Houfc  of  Reprcl'entatives,  and  of 
oreventing  their  pafliog  into  laws,  unlcfs  approved  of  hy 
two-thirds  of  the  members  prcfcnt.  In  Ncw-Hampfliire  "  the 
Present  of  State  prefides  in  the  fcnatc,"  in  Mairachufetts  the 
fenatc  chool'c  their  own  Preltdent, 

There  are  no  other  differences  worth  mentioning,  except  it 
be  in  the  mode  of  appointing  militia  officers,  in  which  Ncw- 
jjampftiire  has  greatly  the  advantage  of  Maffachufctts. 

To  prcfervc  an  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  to  majce  fuch  alterations  as  experience  might 
point  out,  and  render  neccflary,  provifion  was  "  made,  that 
gt  the  end  of  fcven  years  a  convention  fliould  be  called  to 
revife  the  form  of  government,  agreeably  to  which,  in  1791, 
a  convention  was  called,  who  fettled  the  conflitution  on  the 
fv^Q  genera;!  plan  ;  for  whit;h,— r/ec  MaJfachuJiiU, 
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LASSACHUSETTs,  which  may  be  confidercd  as  the  parent 
State  of  New-England,  is  fituated  between  41"  30' '  and 
43**  north  latitude,  and  t''  30'  and  5"  40'  longitude,  cad  of 
Philadelphia :  its  length  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  fifty;  it  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New-Hampfhire,  on  the 
call  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  the  louth  by  the  Atlamie, 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  Connefticut,  and  on  the  weft  by  Ncyv- 
York  ;  its  air  and  climate  the  fame  as  already  described  in 
the  general  account  of  New-England,* 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA-COAST,  &c. 

This  State,  like  the  other  States  of  New-England,  is  high 
and  hilly  :  Wackhurft  m6untain,  'n  Prince-Town,  is  at  its 
top  two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty- nine  feet  from 
the  level  of  the  fea,  and  the  town  itfclf  one  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-two  feet.  The  whole  ftate  is  woll  watered 
vrith  numerous  rivers  and  fprings ;  many  of  the  former  are 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  inhabitants,  by  the  ready 
and  eafy    carriage   they    afford    for    their   dilferent  articles  of 

produce, 

Houfatonick  river  rifcs  from  feveral  fources  in  the  weftcrn 
parts  of  this  State,  and  flows  foutherly  through  Connefticut 
into  Long  Illand  found.  Deerfield  river  falls  into  Connefticut 
river,  frojn  the  weft,  between  Deerfield  and  Greenfield.  A 
moft  excellent  and  beautiful  traft  of  meadow  lies'  on  its 
banks,  Weftfield  river  empties  into  the  ConnefUiput  at  Weft- 
Springfield-  Copnefticut  river  pafTes  through  this  State,  and 
interfeflis  the  county  of  J-Jampilxire :  in  its  courfe  it  runs 
pver  the  falls  above  Deerfield,  and  between  Northampton  and 
Suring^eld.     A  company,  by  the   name  of  ^' The  Proprietors  of 

*  Sec  pages  2  and  3^ 
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f  the  L'^cks  an4    Canals  on   Connc£licut  river,"  was    im-    . 

(pj  by   the   general    court  in   1792,    for    the  purp'  t' 
rendering  Conncfticut  river  pafTablc  for  boats  and  other  tin' 
from  Chicapcc  river   northward   to  Ncw-Hamp(hire.     Millet 
ind  Chicapec  rivers   fall   into  Connc£licut  on  the  eaft  fide  ;  the 
Vormcr  at  Northfield,  the  latter  at  Springfield, 

In  the  eaftcrn  part  of  the  State  is  the  Merrimack,  which  we 
have  already  in  part  defcribed.      It  is  navigable  for  velTels  of 
burden  about  twenty  miles  from  its  mouth,  where  it  is  obftruftcd 
ty  the  firft   falls,   or  rapids,   called  Mitchell's  Eddy,   between 
Bradford  and  Haverhill.     Vaft  quantities  of  fliip  timber,  rang- 
ing timber,  plank,  deals,  clapboards,  (hingles,  ftaves,  and  other 
lumber,  are  brought  down  in  rafts,  fo  conftruftcd  as  to  pafs  all. 
the  falls  in  rhe  river  except  thole  of  Amufkaeg  and  Pantuckct. 
In  the    fpring  and    fummer   confiderable  quantities  of  I'almon, 
(lud,  and  alewives  are  caught,  which  arc  either  ufcd  as  bait  in 
the  cod  fifhcry,  or  pickled  and  fliipped  to  the    Weft  Indies, 
There  are  twelve  ferries  acrofs  the  river  in  the  county  of  Effex, 
The  bar  acrofs  the  mouth  of  his     river  is  a  very  great  incum- 
brance to  the  navigation,  and  is  efpccially  terrible  to  ftrangers, 
Tiiere  are  fixteen  feet  water  upon  it  in  common  tides.     In  1787 
the  general  court  granted  a  fum  of  money  for  the  crcftion  of 
two  liifficient  light-houfes,  and  made  the  maintenance  of  them  a 
public  charge.     The  houles  arc  wood  and  contrived  to  be  re- 
moved at  plcafure,  fo  as  to  be  always  conformed   to  the  fhifting 
of  the  bar;  and  thus  the  finglc   rule  of  bringing  them  in  a   line 
will  be  the   only  necefTary  direftion  for  veffels  approaching  the 
harbour,  and  by  this  dircftion   they  may  fail  with  fafety  until 
they  arc  abrcaft  of  the  lights,  where   is  a  bold  fhore  and  good 
anchoring  ground.     The  bridges  over  this  river  will  be  mention- 
ed under  that  head. 

Nafliua,  Concord,  and  Shawlhccn  rivers  rife  in  this  State*, 
and  run  a  north-cafterly  courl'e  into  the  Merrimack.  Parker's 
river  takes  its  rile  in  Rowley,  and  after  a  courlc  of  a  few  miles, 
paiTcs  into  the  found  which  f'eparates  Plum  Ifland  from  the  mani 
land.  It  is  navigable  about  two  miles  from  its  mouth,  Ipf- 
wich  and  Chcbacco  rivers  pafs  through  the  town  ol"  Ipfvvich 
into  Ipfvvich  bay.  Mi  flick  river  falls  into  Boflon  harbour,  eafl; 
of  the  pcninlula  of  Charleftown:  it  is  navigable  three  miles  to 
Mcdfurd,        tt 

Charles  river  is  a  confiderable  flrcam,  the  principle  branch 
of  which  rifes  from  a  pond  b!>rdering  on  Ilopkinton ;  it  p.ifl'c5 
through   Hcilliflon   and   BcUingham,    and  divides  Mcdway  fronj 

*  See  Page  g. 
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Mcdficld,  Wrcntliam  and  Frnnklln,  and  tlicnce  into  Drdlun, 
where,  by  a  curious  l>en<l,  it  forms  a  pcninfnh  of  nine  luiiulrtj 
acres  of  lund;  and  wh.it  is  veiy  fingulir,  a  ftre;»m  c.ilU'd  Motlnj 
Brook,  runs  out  of  this  river,  in  this  town,  and  falls  into  Ne, 
ponfct  river,  which  ar.fwcrs  to  a  cnnal  uniting  the  two  riven 
and  affords  a  number  of  excellent  mill  leats.  Irom  Dcdliatn  the 
courfc  of  the  river  is  northerly  through  Newton,  pairing  ovtr 
romantic  falls — it  then  bends  to  the  north-eafk  and  eaft,  fhroia 
Watcrtown  and  Cambridge,  and  pallcs  into  Bofton  harbour 
between  Charlcftown  and  Bollon :  it  is  navigable  fov  boats  i^ 
Watertown  fcven  miles. 

Ncponfet  river  originates  chiedy   from  Muddy  and  P;inknpn» 
Ponds  in   Stoughton,  and    Mafhnpog   Pond  in   Sharon,  and  after 
paflTing  over   falls  fufficicnt    to   carry  mills,    unites   with  oihet 
I'mall  dreams,  and  forms   a   very  conftant   lupply  of  water  fot 
the  many  mills  fituated  on  the  river  below,  until  it  meets  the 
tide  in  Milton,  from  whence   it   is   navigable  for  vclTcls  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tons   burthen  to  the  bay,  diftant:  about  four 
miles.      Neponfet     river,     from    Milton    to    the    Bay,    forms  j 
regular  and  beautiful  iurpentine,  intcrfp'-ricd  with    hillocks o{ 
wood   fo  regularly  placed,  that  from  Milton    Hill    it  affords  one 
of  the   finefl:    profpefts  in   the  world.     Pafling   fore   and  Back 
rivers   in   Weymouth,   you    come  to   North    river,    which  riles 
in   Indian-Head  pond,  in   Pembroke,  and   running  In  a  (erpen. 
tine  courle  between  Scituate  and  Miufiificld,  pafTes  to  the  fea, 
This  river   for  its  fize  is  remarkable  for  its  great  depth  of  watcn 
it  being   in   fome   places  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  feet  vvidci 
and   yet   veffels   of  three   hundred  tons  are    built  at    Pctnbrokc» 
eighteen   miles,  as  the  river  runs,  from  its  mouth.     This  river 
is  navigable  for  boats  to  the   flrll  fall,  five  miles  from  its  fourcc 
in  Indian-Head  pond;  thence   to  the  nearell   waters  which  rim 
into  Taunton  river  is  only  three  miles.     A  canal  to  cor.ncftthe 
waters    of  thcfe   two   rivers,    which   communicate   with  Narra- 
ganict     and     MalLthulctts     bays,     would'    be    of    great    utility, 
as  it  would  lave  a  long  and  dangerous  navigation  round  Cape 
Cod. 

Taunton  river  is  made  up  of  fevcral  flrcams  which  unite  in 
or  near  the  town  of  BiiJ{!;ewatcr.  Its  courle  is  from  N.  E.  to 
J>.  W.  till  it  falls  into  Narriiganlct  bay  at  Tiverton,  opp^ifite  tk 
north  end  of  Riiode  liland.  It  receives  a  confidcrablc  tribu- 
tary ftrcam  at  Taunton  fium  the  north-wrfl;.  The  headwaters 
of  Pantuckct  and  Providcnti  li'crs  in  Rhode  liland,  and  of 
^uinnabaug  and  Shctuckct  river  in  ConnctUcut,  and  fcvcml 
other  inferior  dreams,  which  run  in  various  dirctliojis  and 
anlwer  various  purpofcs,  are  in  this  vSlale, 
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The  onJy  capo  of  note  on  the  ro;ift  of  this  State,  are  Capo 
Ann  on  the  north  fiUc  of  Mairicliufctis  bay,  and  Cape  Cod  on 
,he  fouth.  Cape  Cod,  Co  ciUcd  from  the  quantity  of  cod  {ifli 
which  arc  found  on  its  coafl,  is  the  louth-caflcrly  part  of  the 
comiiioinvcahh  of  Mall.icIiuIcK  >*,  in  fhnpc  it  rcrcmblcs  a  ni;in's 
jrm  wlit-n  bended  with  the  hiind  turned  inward  towards  the 
body.  The  Cape  comprehends  thf-  'ounty  of  liarnllablc,  and 
is  between  I'evcniy  and  eighty  miles  in  length. 

Province-town  i'  the  hook  of  the  Cape,  and  is  generally 
narrow,  the  widcit  place  not  being  more  than  three  miles  in 
extent.  The  harbour,  which  is  one  of  the  befl  in  the  Stale, 
opens  to  the  fouthward,  and  has  depth  of  water  for  any  Ihips, 
This  place  has  often  been  in  a  ftatc  of  rapid  improvement,  and 
as  often  gone  to  decay;  it  is  now  rifing.  It  contains  about 
ninety  families,  whole  whole  dependence  is  upon  the  fea  for 
their  fupport :  they  employ  about  twenty  fail  of  vclR-ls,  great 
and  fmnll,  in  tlie  cod  fifhery  :  they  have  been  remarkably  fuc- 
cclsful  of  late.  Ten  of  their  velFcls  employed  in  1790  upon 
the  grand  Bank,  took  eleven  thoufand  quintals  of  cod  fifli. 
They  have  fcarcc  loft  a  vclTel  or  a  man  in  the  bufinefs  fmcc  the 
war. 

The  houfes  (land  upon  the  inner  fide  of  the  hook  of  the  Cape, 
fronting  fouth-eaft,  and  looking  into  the  harbour ;  they  arc 
Imall,  one  ftory  high,  and  fet  up  on  blocks  or  piles,  that  the 
driving  fands  may  pal's  unf^^.r  them,  othcrwiic  they  would  be 
buried  in  fand.  The  houfes  ftand  in  one  range  upon  the  beach; 
the  flakes  on  which  they  dry  their  fifl.  are  round  them  ;  the 
vclTcIs  run  in  upon  the  fiiore,  which  is  a  foft  fand,  throw  their 
fiHi  over,  were  they  arc  wallicd  from  the  I'alt,  and  carried  up 
to  the  flakes  on  hand-barrows. 

They  r.iife  nothing  from  their  lands,  but  are  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  Bofton  market  and  other  places  for  every  kind 
of  vegetable  produftion. 

There  arc  but  two  horfes  and  two  yoke  of  oxen  kept  in  the 
town ;  they  have  about  fifty  cows,  which  feed  in  the  fpring 
upon  beach  grafs,  which  grows  here  and  there  upon  the  ihore  ; 
and  in  I'ummer  they  feed  in  the  funkcn  ponds  and  marfhy 
places,  that  are  found  between  the  fand  hills.  Here  the  cows 
are  fecn  wading,  and  even  Iwimming,  plunging  their  heads 
into  the  water  up  to  their  hnrni;;  picking  a  i'cantylubfiftence 
from  the  roots  and  herbs  produced  in  the  water.  They  arc  fed 
tn  the  winter  on  fcd»e  cut  upon  the  flats. 


iiM]Siijiiil(il-|iilittiiirti|iit'i!i.-, 


i28 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


1^ 


Except  a  border  of  loofe  land  which  runs  round  the  wKole 
place,  it    is  very  broken  and  hilly.     Thefe  hills  are  white  hivi 
and  their  produce:  is  whortleberry  buflics,  and  Imall  pitch  pine 
flirubs.     ']'he   pines  next   the  village   have   been   much  cut  ulf 
for   fire- Wood.     Cutting  away   the  wood  expofes  the  hills  to  be 
torn  away  by  the  violence  of  the  winds,  and,  in  fame  inflances, 
pcilons  have  been   obliged  to   remove  their    houles  to  prevent 
being  covered  up.    I'hefe  hills  fnnd  and  heaps  are  copfl:  ntly  flijft. 
ing;  and  when  torn  away  in  one  place,  are  piled  up  on  another: 
it    is   not   uufrequent  for  the  inhabitants  to  have  their  fini-flakcs 
covered  with  banks  of  fand  like  fnow.     Immediately  in  fleppinir 
from  any  houfc,  the  foot  finks  in  fand  to  the  depth  of  the  flioe. 
The  moft  foutherly  point  of  this  place,  called  Wood-End,  is 
five   miles   fouth-wefl,  from  the   village.     What   is  called  Race- 
Point,    known   to   all  feamen,  is   the  north-wefterly   extremitv 
of  the  Cape,  and  lies  north-weft  from  the  village,  diftant  three 
miles. 

A   traveller   in    pafling   from   the  village  ovfir  to  Race-Point 
about  mid- way,  travels  fome  diftance  through  a  pine  wood,  the 
trees   about  twenty  feet  in    height,  at  length  he   finds  the  path 
obftruftcd  with  a  mound   of  fand,  almoft  perpendicular,  rifmg 
among  the  trees  to  their  tops:   bis  horfe  with   difficulty  mounts 
this  precipice,  his  feet  finking  alniofl   to  the  knees  in  the  fand. 
This  volume  of  fand   is   gradually   rolling  into  the  woods  with 
the  winds,  and   as   it  covers  the  trees  to  the  tops  they  die.     As 
foon  as  a  traveller  mounts  this  bank,  a  curious  fpeftacle  prel'ents 
to   view,  a  defert  of  white   fand   five   miles  in  length,  parallel 
with  the  fca,  and   one  mile  and  an  half  in  breadth.     The  tops 
of  the  ticcs  nppear  above  the  fand,  but   they  are  all  dead;  where 
thcv   have   been   lately  covered,  the  baik  and  twigs  are  (lill  re- 
maining,  from  others  they   are   fallen   off";  fome   have   been  fo 
long   whipped   and   worn   out    with  the  lands  and  winds,  that 
there  is  nothing  remaining  but  the  hearts  and  knots  of  the  trees. 
But  over   the   greater  part  of  this  defert,  the   trees   have  long 
fince  difappeared.  « 

After  crolfing  this  wildernefs,  where  the  horfe  finks  to  his 
fetlocks  at  every  ftep,  you  arrive  at  Race-Point.  Here  area 
number  of  huts,  erefted  by  the  perfons  who  come  over 
from  the  village  to  fifh  in  boats  :  here  they  keep  their  fiih- 
ing  apparatus  and  lodge.  At  the  diltance  of  fifteen  rods  from 
the  Point  the  water  is  thirty  fathoms  in  depth,  and  cod, 
haddock,  and  other  kinds  of  fifh,  are  taken  in  plenty,  when- 
ever the  weather  will  permit.  They  take  many  kinds  of  fifli 
with   feins,  fuch  as  pollock,  mackarcl,  and  herrings  :  the  two 
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latter  are  often  taken  in  that  harbour  in  great  abundance. 
At  this  plate  are  feen,  at  Come  times,  hundreds  of  fharks  ly_ 
jug  on  the  fliore,  which  have  been  caught  by  the  boats  when 
fifliing  for  cod  :  they  weigh  from  three  to  fix  hundred 
weight  :  their  livers,  which  produce  oil,  are  the  only  parts 
of  them  of  which  any  ufc  is  made.  They  are  taken  by  a 
large  hook  bailed  with  a  cod  fifh,  and  faftened  to  an  ir»n 
chain  with  a  fwivel,  to  prevent  them  from  biting  or  twifling 
it  ojF.  When  the  fhark  has  fclzcd  the  hook,  they  drag  him 
up  to  the  ftern  of  the  boat,  and  being  too  large  to  take  on 
board  the  boats  there  made  ufe  of,  tliey  row  alhore  with 
him,  drag  him  up  on  the  beach,  rip  him  open,  take  out  his 
Jiver,  and  the  carcafs  is  left  to  perilh.  Filhing,  either  at  fca 
in  veffels,  or  round  the  fliorc  in  boats,  is  the  whole  employ- 
ment of  all  the  inhabitants.  There  is  no  other  bcfides,  to 
which  they  can  turn  their  attention  :  and  the  boys,  as  foon 
as  they  have  ftrength  to  pull  a  codfiih,  aie  put  on  board  a 
boat  or  a  vcflcl. 

As  this  harbour  is  of  fo  much  confcqucncc,  often  affording 
a  flielter  from  ftorms  to  veffels,  both  inward  and  outward 
bound,  it  is  of  importance  that  there  fhould  always  be  a 
fettlement  there.  The  Province  formerly  afforded  them  fome 
encouragement,  befides  exempting  them  from  taxation.  That 
encouragement  is  now  withholden,  and  a  poll-tax  has  been 
required,  whether  with  good  policy,  has  been  doubted  by 
many:  the  inhabitants^ complain  of  it,  as  an  unrcafonable 
burthen.  Their  employment  is  a  great  public  benefit,  and 
what  they  acquire  is  through  many  perils  and  the  hardefl 
labour. 

The  extent  of  Cape  Cod,  on  the  outer  fhore,  beginning 
it  Wood  End,  round  to  Buzzard's  Bay,  or  to  the  line  be- 
tween Sandwich  and  Warcham,  is  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles.  The  inner  Ihore  on  Maffachufetts  bay  is  about 
fcventy-five  miles.  The  road  that  is  commonly  travelled  on 
to  the  Cape  is  on  the  inner  fide,  and  meafured  by  this,  the 
extent  of  the  Cape  will  be  as  firfl  mentioned.  Cape  Cod, 
in  general,  is  a  thin,  barren  foil,  by  far  the  mofl:  fo  of  any 
part  of  New-England  :  but  the  fea  air  impregnates  all  vege- 
tables with  a  quality  which  renders  them  far  more  nutritive 
to  cattle  th;in  the  fame  quantity  far  inland  ;  it  being  an  un- 
doubted faft,  that  cattle  will  do  well  on  the  fea  coaft  in  fuch 
paftures,  which,  if  far  up  in  the  country,  would  ftarve  them 
at  once.  Their  fait  hay,  which  is  almoft  their  only  forage, 
affords  a  manure  which  is  alfo  far  fupcrior  to  that  which  is 
Vol.  II.  S 


.:i',.1t»i.;':i3 


i3* 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTJOJ^ 


made  at  a  diflance  from  the  fea ;  this  greatly  aflifts  tlieif 
crops  of  corn  and  rye,  beyond  what  the  land  promifes  in  itj 
appearance.  But  after  all  that  has  been  or  that  can  be  done 
ihe  lands  of  Cape  Cod  can  neVer  fupport  its  inhabitants 
which  are  nearly  feventeeri  thoufand.  A  great  part  of  the 
tnen  and  boys  are  conftarttly  employed  at  fea.  In  this  bufi. 
xiefs  they  fupport  themfelves  and  families ;  and  it  is  obferved 
that  the  young  pco|>lc  form  family  conneftions  earlier  irt  lift 
than  in  any  othcf  part  of  the  country ;  which,  perhaps,  1$ 
one  evidefrice  that  the  means  of  fubfiftence  are  eafily  obtain. 
able.  Cape  Cod  is  a  nurfery  for  feamert,  and,  in  this  view 
one  of  the  moft  important  places  in  this  State,  or  in  Ame. 
tica.  If  the  fupport ing  of  a  navy,  extending  foreign  com. 
ftierce,  or  bringing  forth  frotn  the  bowels  of  the  ocean  the 
riches  it  contains,  are  blelTings  to  any  nation,  the  Americani 
ihay  confider  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  as  the  moft  vahii. 
blc  among  their  countrymen. 

The  Cape  abounds  with  clear  frefh  ponds,  generally  ftock. 
cd  with  fifh :  there  rs  little  funken  land ;  the  wood  on  the 
Cape  is  generally  pitch  pine  r  there  are  few  or  no  ftones  bf. 
low  Barnftable  :  the  cellars  are  walled  with  brick,  in  a  circu. 
lur  form,  to  prevent  the  loofe  fand  from  caving  in :  the  wellj 
arc  fecurcd  m  the  fame  manner,  and  they  are  obliged  to  keen 
them  covered  to  prevent  the  fand  from  bfowing  in  and  fpoil. 
ing  the  water.  Formerly,-  the  inhabitants  took  many  whales 
round  the  Cape,  chiefly  in  Maffachufetts  Bay  ;  but  that  bufi. 
ncfs  is  almofl  at  an  end.  The  manner  of  taking  black  fifh  is 
fomewhat  fingular  ;  they  are  a  filh  of  the  whale  kind,  of  about 
five  tons  weight,  and  produce  oil  in  the  fame  manner  as  i 
whale.  When  a  flioal  of  them  is  diicovered,  which  fometiraes 
confifls  of  feveral-  hundreds,  the  inhabitants  put  off  in  boatl^ 
get  without  them,  and  drive  them  like  fo  many  cattle  on  to 
the  fliore  and  flats,  where  they  are  left  by  the  tide  and  fait 
an  eafy  prey.  The  fliore  of  the  Cape  is  in  nlany  places 
covered  with  the  huge  bone^  of  thcic  fifh  and  of  whaley, 
which  remain  unconfumed  for  many  years.  Many  perfons 
conjefture,  that  the  Cape  is  gradually  wearing  away,  and  that 
it  will  finally  fall  a  faciifice  to  the  ravages  of  the  winds  and 
the  feas,  and  many  eircumftances  favour  fuch  an  opinion.  At 
Province-Town  Harbour,  ftumps  of  trees  are  fecn,  which  the 
fea  now  covers  in  common  tides.  When  the  Englilh  liift 
k'ttled  upon  the  Cape,  there  was  an  ifland  off^  Chatham,  at 
three  leagues  difl:ance,  called  Webb's  Ifland,  containing  twenty 
acres,   covered   with  read  ccdav    or   i'aviii :   the   inhabiuuUs  o( 
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Mantuclcet  ufed  to  fetch  wood  from  it.  This  ifland  has  been 
wholly  worn  away   for  almoft    a  century,      A  large  rock   that 

5  upori  the  ifland,  and  whi  :h  fettled  as  the  earth  wafhed 
away  now  marks  the  place ;  it  rifes  as  much  above  the  bottom 
of  the  fea,  as  it  ufed  to  rife  above  the  furface  of  the  ground  ;  the 
vater  is  fix  fathoms  deep  on  this  fport :  and  in  many  places  on 
the  Cape  the  fea  is  evidently  encroaching  on  the  land. 

The  Cape  is  fo  expofed  to  winds  in  every  dire£lion,  that 
fruit  trees  do  not  thrive:  there  are  few  orchards  of  any  con- 
fefluence  below  Barnftable :  there  is  not  a  cyder  mill  in  the 
country.  In  many  places,  their  foreft.  trees  h"  e  njore  the 
appearance  of  a  prim  hedge  than  of  timber. 

The  Cape,  however,  is  an  healthy  fituatlon,  except  for 
thofe  conftitutions  which  are  too  df-licate  for  the  piercing  winds 
that  come  from  the  fea,  and  the  ini  '  itants  in  general  live  as 
Jong  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the    i   .  Lhern  States. 

The  winds,  in  every  direftion,  come  from  the  fea ;  and  inva- 
lids, by  vifiting  the  Cape,  fpnjetiines  experience  the  fame  bene- 
fit as  from  going  to  fea.* 

The  principal  bays  jn  the  coaft  of  Maffachufetts  are,  Ipfwich, 
Bofton,  Plymouth,  3arnftable,  and  Buzzard's  bays.  Many  iflands 
arc  fcattered  along  the  coaft,  the  moft  noted  of  which  is 
Plum  Ifland,  which  is  about  nine  miles  in  length,  extending 
frqm  Merrimack  river  on  the  north,  to  the  entrance  of  Ipfwich 
jiver  on  the  fouth,  and  is  feparated  from  the  main  land  by  a 
narrow  found,  called  Plum  Ifland  river,  fordable  in  feveral 
places  at  low  vyrater.  It  copfifts  principally  of  land,  blown  in- 
;  to  curioys  heaps,  and  crowned  with  buflies  bearing  the  beach 
plum.  There  is,  however,  a  valuable  property  of  fait  marfli, 
»nd  at  the  fouth  ?nd  of  the  ifland  are  t\vo  or  three  good  farms  ; 
j  on  the  north  end  are  the  light-houfes  before  mentioned  :  on 
the  fea  ftiore  of  this  ifland,  and  on  Salifljury  beach,  the  Marine 
!  Society,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Newbury  Port,  have  humanely 
ercftcd  feveral  fmall  houfes,  furniflied  with  fuel  and  other  con- 
venicncies,  for  the  relief  of  the  mariners  who  may  be  fhip-. 
wrecked  on  thi^  coaft. 


ISLANDS. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  dependent  on  this  State,  the  prin- 
Icipal  of  which  is  Nantucket  llUnd  :  it  lies  fouth  of  Cape  Cod, 
land  contains  twenty-three  thoufapd  acres,  including  the  beach, 
l^s  the  iiland  is  low  and  fandy,  it  is  calculated  only  for  tholQ 

*  See  Mi^nachufe^li  Magazine  for  March,  tygt. 
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people  who  arc  willing  to  (Irpefid  almofl  entirely  on  the  watftw 
element  for  lubfiftcnce.  'J'hc  illand  of  iifclf  crtriflitutcs  one' 
county  by  thi;  name  of  Nantucket.  It  h  is  but  on(^  town,  called 
Shcibornc,  and  lends  one  reprcfentative  to  the  General  Affcin. 
bly  :  Sherborne  copfifts  of  about  five  hundred  and  thirty 
houles,  that  have  been  framed  on  the  main  ;  they  are  lathed 
and  plaflcred  within,  handfomcly  painted  and  boarded  without' 
each  has  a  cellar  underneath,  built  with  Itones  fetched  alfo  fron; 
the  main  :  they  arc  all  of  a  fimilar  conftruftion  and  iippcarance- 
plain  and  entirely  devoid  of  exterior  or  interior  ornament.  l[ 
rtands  on  a  rifiii};  land-bank,  on  the  weft  lidc  of  ihc  harbour 
which  is  very  lafe  from  all  winds,  and  regularly  afcends  toward 
the  country,  and  in  its  vicinage  there  arc  leveral  ini«ll  fidds 
and  gardens,  (yearly  manured  with  the  dung  of  the  cows  and 
the  foil  of  the  ftrcets)  in  which  there  are  a  good  many  chcny 
and  peach  trees  planted,  as  well  as  in  many  other  places; 
the  apple-tree  docs  not  thrive  well,  and  theref»)re  but  few  arc 
planted,  I'he  illand  contains  no  mountains,  yet  is  very  uneven; 
and  the  many  rifing  grounds  and  eminences,  with  which  it  is 
filled,  have  formed  in  the  lieveral  vallios  a  great  variety  if 
Iwanips,  where  the  Indian-grals  and  the  blue-bent,  peculiar  ti. 
Inch  foils,  grow  with  tolerable  luxuriancy.  Some  of  the  I'wamps 
iibound  witli  peat,  which  ferves  the  poor  indead  of  lire-wood.-- 
There  arc  fourteen  ponds  on  this  ill.ind,  all  extremely  iifcful, 
fotne  lying  tranCverlely  alinoit  acrofs  it,  which  greatly  help  to 
divide  it  into  partitions  for  the  ufe  of  the  cattle  ;  othits  abound 
with  pi'culiar  h(h  and  lea  fowl.  The  lireets  are  n»)t  paved,  but 
this  is  attended  with  little  inconvenience,  as  it  is  never  crowded 
with  country  carriiiges  ;  and  thole  they  luivc  in  the  town  arc 
fcldom  made  ule  of  but  in  the  time  of  ^loming  in,  and  belVrc  the 
failing,  of  their  fleets. 

Thft  inhabitants  formerly  cnrried  on  the  moO^  confiderable 
whale  tifhery  on  the  coaft,  but  the  war  almoll  ruined  thisbufi- 
ncls.  They  have  fince,  however,  revived  it  again,  and  puituc 
the  whales  even  into  the  great  Pacific  Ocean. 

There  are  near  the  wharfs  a  great  many  ftorehoufes,  where 
the  llaplc  commodity  is  depofucd,  as  well  as  the  iimumera- 
blc  materials  which  arc  always  wanted  to  repair  land  fit  out 
fo  n»^"y  whalemen.  They  •  have  three  docks,  each  three  hun- 
dred feet  long,  and  extremely  convenient;  at  the  head  of  I 
v<'hich  there  are  ten  feet  of  water.  Thele  docks  are  built, 
like  thofe  in  Boflon,  with  logs  fetched  from  the  continenti 
j^lcd  with  ftones,  and  covered  with  land.  Between  thels 
docks  and  the    town  there  is   rooai  fufncicnt   fcr  the  landinjl 
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r  -oods    and   for  the  palTugc  of    their   numerous  carts;    for 

I     u  every   ni.in   licre    lias  one;  the  whaits,   bo  tlic  north  and 
(   th  of  the   clocks,  arc  built  of  the  f^nc  niaterials,  and  give  a 
ftiangcr,  at   hi?   ruft  landing,  a   high   idea   of  the  profperity  of 
elc  people:  there  is  room  around  thcfc  three  docks  for  tliicc 
,  pdrcd  lail  of  vcifcls.     When  their  fleets  have  been  fuccclsful, 
I    buflh:  and  huny  of  huiincfs  on  this  fpot   for  fome  days  after 
fiicir  airii/i>l,  would  make  a  flranger  imagine  that  Sherborne  was 
the  capital  of  a  very  opulent  and  large  province.     On  that  point 
of  land    which  fmms  the  weft  fide  of  the   harbour,  ftands  a 
veiv  nc'it  light-houfe;    the  oppofitc  pcninfula,    called  Coitou, 
fcciircs  it  from  the  moll  dangerous  winds.     There  arc  but  few 
arable  Holds    in   tlic  neighbourhood  of  the  town,    for   nothing 
tan  be  more   (lerilc   and   fandy  than  this  part  of  the  ifland;  the 
iniiabitanis  have,    however,    with   unwearied    perfeverance,   by 
brincinf  a   vaticty  C)f  manure,  and   by   cow-penning,  enriched 
Icvcial  I'pots,  where  they  raile  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  pompions, 
turnips,  &c.     On  the  highcfl  part  of  this  fandy  eminence  four 
windmills  grind  the  grain  they  raife  and  import ;  and  contiguous 
fo  them  a  rope-walk  is  to  be  fecn,  where  full  half  of  the  cordage 
ufcd  in  their  lifhing  is  manufactured.     Between   the  fhotes  of 
ihc.  harbour,  the  docks,  and  the  town,  there  is  a  moft  excellent 
piece  of  meadow,  incloied  and  manured  with  fuch  cofl  and  pains 
lis  flicw    how    necellary    and   precious   grafs   is    at   Nantucket. 
Towards  the   point  of  Shemah   the  ifland  is  more   level  and  the 
foil  better;    and   there    the   inhabitants    have    confiderable   lots 
well  fenced  and  richly  manured.     There  are  but  very  few  farms 
on  tliis  ifland,  becaulc   there  arc  but  very  few   fpots   that   will 
admit  of  cidiivation   without   the  afliflancc  of  dung  and  other 
manure,    which    is    very    expenfive    to    fetch    from    the    main. 
This   ifland   was  patented  in   the    year    1671   by   twenty-fevcn 
proprietors,    under    the    province   of    New-York,    which   thcii 
ilaimed  all   the  iflands   from   the    Ncway   Sink   to   Cape   Cod. 
They  found  it  fo  univcrCally  barren,  and  fo  unfit  for  cultivation, 
that  they  mutually  agreed  not   to  diyjide  it,  as  each  could  nei- 
ther live  on,  nor  improve  that  lot  which  might  fall  to  his  fharc  ; 
they  then  cafl;   their  eyes  on   the    Tea,  and    finding  themfelve-s 
obliged  to   become   fifiiermen,  they  looked  for  a  harbour,  and 
having   found    one,    they    determined   to  build   a  town    in  its 
neighbourhood  and   to  dwell    togeaher;  for  that    purpofe   they 
furveycd   as   much  ground  as   would    afford  to    each,    what    is 
generally   called   here,  a    home-lot.      Forty  acres  were  thought 
iufficicnt  to  anl'wcr   this   purpolc  ;   for  to  what  end  fliould  tliey 
fovct  more  land  than  they  could  improve,  or  even  inclofc?  not 
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byeing  poffeffcd  of  a  finglc  tree  in  the  whole  extint  of  their  i)ew 
dominion. 

This  ifland  furnifhes  the  naturalills  with  few  or  no  objeftj 
worthy  obfervation :  it  appears  to  be  the   uneven   lummit  ofa 
fandy  fubmarine  mountain,  covered  here  and  there  with  forre] 
grafs,  a  few  cedar  bu;hes,   and  fcrubby  oaks;  the  fwamps  ace 
much  more  valuable  for  the  peat  they   contain   than  for  the 
trifling  pafturc  of  their  furface ;  thoie  declining  grounds  which 
lead  to  the  fea  ftiores  abound  with   beach  grafs,  a  Jight  fodder 
when  cut  and  cured,  but  very  good  when  fed  green.     On  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  ifland   there  are  feveral   tracks   of  fait  graffes 
which   being  carefully  fenced,  yield  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
that  wholefome  fodder.     Among  the  many  ponds  or  lakes  with 
which  this  ifland  abounds,   there  are  fome  which   have  been 
made  by  the  jntrufion  of  the  fea,  fuch  as  Wiwidiah,  the  Long, 
the  Narrow,  and  Several  others,  confequently  thofe  are  fah;  at 
peculiar  high   tides  a  great    number  of  fifh    enter   into  them, 
where  they  feed  and  grow  large,  and  at   fome  feafons  of  the 
year,    the  inhabitants   aflemble   and    cut  down  the    fmall  bars 
which  the   waves  always  throw  up.     By  thefe  eafy  means  the 
waters  of  the  pond  are  let  out,  and  as  the   fifli  follow  their 
native  climate,  the  inhabitants  with  proper  nets  catch  as  many 
as  they  want   in    their    way  out   without   any   other   trouble. 
Thofe   which  arc  moil  common    are    the    flireaked    bafs,    the 
blue   fifti,  the   tom-cod,  the  mackarel,  the  tew-tag,  the  herring, 
the  flounder,  eel,  &c.     |:'ifhing  is  one  of  the  greateft  diverfions 
the  ifland  a£Fords.     At   the  wefl  end   lies  the  harbour  of  Mar- 
idiket,'  formed  by  Smith  Point  on  the  fouth-wefl:,  by  Eel  Point 
on  the  north,  and  Tuckanut  Ifland  on  the  north-weft;  but  it 
is  neither  fo  fafe  nor  fo  good  anchoring  ground  as  that  near 
which  the  town   ftands;  thjee   fmall  creeks    run  into  it,  which 
yield  eels  of  a  bitter  tafte.      Not  far  from  Shemah  Point   there 
^s  a  confjderable  track  of  even  gx'ound,  being  the  leaft  fandy  on 
the  ifland.     It  is  divided  into  feven  fields,   one  of  which  is 
planted  by  that  part  of  th»  community  which  are  entitled  to  it. 
This  is  called  the  common  plantation,  a  fimple  but  ufeful  ex- 
pedient;  for  were  each  holder  of  this  track  to  fence  his  property, 
it  would  require  a  prodigious  quantity  of  pofts  and  rails»  which 
^re  to  be  purchafed  and  fcLched  from  the  main.     Inftead  of  thofe 
private  (ubdivifionSj   each  man's  allotment   of  land  is  thrown 
into  the  general  field,  which  is  fenced  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
parties;  within  it  every  one  does  with  his  own  portion  of  the 
ground  whateyer  he  pleafes.     This  apparent  community  favcj 
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i  Very  material  cxpenfe,  a  great  deal  of  labour,  and  perhaps, 
-jifes  a  fort  of  emulation  among  them   which  urg§s  every  one 
to  fertilize  his  ihare  with  the  greated  care  and  attention.     Thus 
every  fcven  years  the  whole  of  this  track  is  under  cultivation, 
ind  enriched  by  manure  and  ploughing,  yields  afterwards  ex- 
cellent "jafture ;  to  which   the  town  cows,  amounting    to  five- 
hundred  or  mo  re<  are  daily    led  by  the  town   fhcpherd,  and  as 
regularly  driven  back  in  the  evening.      The  beft  land  on  thd 
illand  is  at  palpus,  remarkable  for  nothing   but  a  houfe   of  en- 
tertainment*     Quayes  is  a  fmall  but  valuable  track,  long  finct 
{(urchafed  by  a  Mr. -Coffin,  who  has  crefted  the  beft  houfe  on 
theifland.     By  long  attention,  proximity  of  the  fea,   &c.  this 
fertile  fpot  has  been   well   manured,   and  is  now  the  garden  of 
Nantucket*     Adjoining  to  it,  on  the  weft  fide,  there  is  a  fmalj 
ftream,  on  which  there  is  ere£ied  a   fulling-mill;  on  the  eaft 
fide  is  the  lot,  known  by  the  name  of  Squam,  watered  likewife 
by  a  fmall  rivulet,  on  which  ftands  another  fulling-mill.     Here 
is  a  fine  loomy    foil,    producing   excellent    clover,    wh'ch   is 
mowed  twice  a  year*     Thefe  mills  prepare  all  tlie  cloth  which 
is  made  here;  having  fo  large   a  flock  of  fheep  the  inhabitants 
abound  in   wool ;  part  of  this  they  export,  and  the  reft  is  fpun 
by.  their    induftrious    wives,    and    converted    into    fubftanti»l 
garments.     To  the  iouth-eaft  is  a  great  divifion  of  the  ifland 
fenced  by   itfelf,  known  by  the   name  of  Siafconcet  lot  ;  it  is 
a  very  uneven   tra£t    of  ground  abounding  with  fWamps ;  here 
the  inhabitants  turn  in  their  fat  cattle,  or  fuch  as  they  intend  to 
ftall-feed  for  their  winter  provifions.     It  is  on  the  fhores  of 
this  part  of  the  ifland,  near  Pochiek    Rip,  where   they  catch 
their  befl  filh,  fuch   as    fea  bafs,  tew-tag,    or  black    fifli,     codj 
fmelt,  perch,   fhadine,    pike,    &c.      They  have   ereftcd  a  few 
fKhing-hnules  qn  this  fhore,  as   well   as  ai   Sankate's   Head  and 
Suifakatche  Beach,  where  the  fifhermen  dwell  in    the   fifhing 
feafon.     Many   red  cedar  buihes  and  beach  grafs  grow  on  the 
pcninfula  of  Coitou ;  the  foil  is   light  and   fandy,  and  ferves   as 
a  receptacle  for  rabbits.     It  is  here  that  their  fheep    find   fhelter 
in  the  fnow   ftorms  of  the  winter.     At  the  north  end  of  Nan- 
tucket,   there  is  a  long   point   of  land  projefting   far  into   the 
fea,  called  Sandy   Point ;  nothing   grows   on   it   but  plain  grafs  ; 
and  this  is  the  place  where  the  inhabitants  often    catch  porpoifes 
and  Iharks.     On  this  point  they  commonly  drive  their  horfes 
in  the  fpring  of  year,  in   order  to   feed   on   the  grals  it  bears, 
which  is  ulelefs  when  arrived  at  maturity.     Between  this  point 
and  the  main  ifland  there  is  a  valuable  fait  meadow,  called  Crof- 
katy,  with  a  pond  of  the  fume  name,  famous  for  black  ducks. 
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Squam  abounds  in  clover  and  herdfgrafs  *,  thofc  who  poffefs  |i 
follow  no  maritime  ogcupation,  and  therefore  negk-ft  nothing 
that  can  render  it  fertile  and  profitable.  The  reft  of  the  un- 
dcfcribcd  part  of  the  iftand  is  open,  and  ferves  as  a  cotnmnn 
pafture  for  their  fheep.  To  the  weft  of  the  ifland  is  Tackanuck 
where,  in  the  fpring,  their  young  cattle  are  driven  to  feed;  it 
has  a  few  oak  bufhes,  and  two  frclh  water  ponds,  aboundiw 
with  teals,  brandts,  and  many  other  fca  fowls,  brought  t,o  t'ni$ 
ifland  by  the  proximity  of  their  land  banks  and  fhallows;  where 
thoul'ands  are  Icen  feeding  at  low  water.  Here  they  have  nci. 
thcr  wolves  nor  foxes;  thofe  inhabitants,  therefore,  who  live 
out  of  town,  raife,  with  alf  fecurity,  as  much  poultry  as  they 
want.  In  fummer  this  climate  is  extremely  pleafanty  tiic  hcau 
being  tempered  by  the  lea  breezes,  with  which  it  is  perpetually 
refrcftied.  In  the  winter  liowever,  the  inhabitants  pay  fcvcrely 
for  thofe  advantages :  it  is  extremely  cold ;  the  north-weft 
wind,  after  having  efcapcd  from  the  mountains  and  forcfts, 
free  from  all  impediment  in  its  fhort  paffage,  blows  with  re. 
doubled  force,  and  renders  this  ifland  bleak  and  uncomfortable. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  goodnefs  of  the  houfes,  the  focial  hnf. 
pitality  of  their  inhabitants,  and  their  good  cheer,  make  ample 
amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  feafon. 

This  ifland,  as  has  been   already   hinted,  appears  to  be  tk 
fummit   of  fomc  huge  fandy  mountain,  affording  fome  acres  of 
dry  land  for  the  habitation  of  man  ;  other  fubmarine  ones  lie  to 
the  fouthward  of  this,  at  different  depths  and  different  diftanccs. 
This  dangerous  region   is  well   known  to  the  mariners  by  the 
name    of  Nantucket   Shoals:   thefe  are   the  bulwarks    which  fo 
powerfully  defend  this  ifland   from  the  impulfe  of  the  mighty 
ocean,  and  repel  the  force  of  its  waves,  which,  but  for  thcie 
accumulated*  barriers,  would  ere   now  have  diifolved  its  foun- 
dations,  and   torn    it  in   pieces.      Thefe  are    the    banks   which 
afforded  to  the  firft  inhabitants  of   Nantucket  their  daily  fub- 
fiftcnce;  it  was   from  thefe  Ihoals  that   they  drew  the  origin  of 
that   wealth   which  tliey   now    poffefs;    and    it  was  the  fchool 
where  they  firft  learned  how  to  venture  farther,  as  the  filh  of 
their  coaft   receded.     The  fhores  of  this  ifland  abound  with  the 
foft-fliellcd,  the   hard-fhclled,  and  the  great  fea  clangs,  a   mod 
nutritious    flicll-filh:    their  fands,    their   fhallows,    are  covered 
with  them;  tliry  multiply  fo   faft  that   they  are  a  never-failing 
relource.     Thele  and  the  great  variety  of  fifli  they  catch,  tonfti- 
tute  the  principal  food  of  the  inhabitants.     It  was  likewife  that 
of  the  aborigines,  whom  the  firft  fettlcrs  found  here ;  the  pofte- 
xity  of  whom  ftill  live  together  in  decent  houfes  along  the  flioies 
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of  Miacomet    f)ond,  on    the    fouth  fide    of   tlic    iHand :    they 
an  induftriouSj   harmlcfs  race,    as    expert   and   as  fond  of  a 
f  fjiing  life  as  iheir  fellow  inhabitants,  the  whites. 

This  ifland  is  become  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State, 
known  by  the  namei  of  Nantucket.  The  inhabitants  enjoy 
here  the  fame  municipal  eftablnhment  in  common  with  the 
reft  •  and,  thercjfore,  every  requitltc  officer,  fuch  as  fherifF, 
juftice  of  the  peace,  fupcrvifor*  .lelTors,  condablcs,  overfccri 
of  the  poor,  Stc.  The  taxes  are  proportioned  to  thofe  of 
the  metropolis ;  they  arc  levied  by  valuations,  agreed  on  and 
fixed  according  to  the  laws  of  the  province,  and  by  affeffments 
formed  by  the  affeJTors,  who  are  yearly  chofen  by  the  people, 
and  whofe  office  obliges  them  to  take  either  an  oath  or  an  affir- 
mation. Two-thirds  of  the  magiftrates  they  have  here,  arc  of 
the  fociety  of  Friends. 

The  inhabitants,  efpccially  the  females,  are  fondly  attach- 
ed to  the  ifland)  and  few  wifb  to  migrate  to  a  more  defira- 
ble  fituation. 

They  are  principally  Quakers ;  but  there  is  one  fociety 
of  Congregationalifts,  Forty  years  ago  there  were  three  con- 
gregations of  Indians,  each  of  which  had  a  houfe  for  wor- 
(hip  and  a  teacher  :  their  lad  Indian  paflor  died  ten  years 
fince,  and  v^ps  a  worthy,  refpe£lable  charafler. 

Ifland   of  Martha's   Vineyard,   which   lies    a   little   to    the 
wcft'ward  of  Nantucket,    is  about    twenty-one  miles  in  length 
and  from  feven  to  eight   miles   in  breadth :  it  lies  nine  miles 
from  the  continent,   and,  with  the  Elizabeth  lilands,  forms  one 
of  the  counties  of  Maflachufetts  bay,   known   by  the  name  of 
Duke's  County.     Thofe  latter,    which  are  fix   in  number,  are 
about  nine   miles  diilant   froin  the  Vineyard,  and  are  all  famous 
for  excellent  dairies.       A    good   ferry    is   eftablifhed    between 
Edgar-Town   and  Falmouth  on  the    main,   the   diftance  being 
nine  miles.     Martha's  Vineyard  is  divided  into  three  townfhips; 
viz.  Edgar,  Chilmark,   and  Tifbury.      Edgar   is  the  befl    fea- 
port,  and  the  (hire  town  ;    and  as    its   foil    is  light    and    fandy, 
many  of  its   inhabitants   follow  the  example   of  the    people  of 
Nantucket.     The   town  of  Chilmark  has  no  good  harbour,  but 
the  land  is  excellent,   and  no  way  inferior  to  any  on   the  con- 
tinent :    it  contains  excellent  paflures,   coavenient    brooks    for 
mills,  ftone  for   fencing,  &c.     The  town  of  Tifbury   is  remar- 
kable for  the  excellence  of  its  limber,  and  has  a  harbour  where 
the  water  is   deep   enough    for  fhips  of   the  line.     The  flock 
of  the  ifland  is   more  than  twenty   thoufand  fhcep,  two  thou- 
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fand  neat  cattle,  bcfides  hnrfes  and  goats  ;  they  have  alfo 
lome  deer,  and  abundance  of  rea-fowls.  This  has  been  from 
the  beginning,  and  is  to  this  day  the  principal  fcminary  of 
the  Indians  ;  thi^y  live  on  that  part  of  the  ifland  which  is 
balled  Chapoquidick,  and  were  Very  early  chriftianifed  by  the 
rcfpcfttblc  family  of  the  Mahews,  the  firft  proprietors  of  it.-. 
The  firft  Icttler  of  that  name  conveyxsd  by  will  to  a  favourite 
daughter  a  certain  part  of  it,  on  which  there  grctv  many  wild 
vines  ;  thcnfcc  it  was  called  Martha's  Vineyard,  after  her  name 
which  in  procefs  of  time  extended  to  the  whole  ifland.  The 
pofterity  of  the  ancient  Aborigines,  renfiain  here  on  lands 
which  their  forefathers  i"eferved  for  themfelves,  and  which 
are  rcligioufly  kept  from  any  cncroachnticnt^.  The  Indiini 
here  appear  by  the  decency  of  their  manners;  their  induftry, 
and  neatnefs,  to  be  no  way  inferior  to  many  of  the  inhabi. 
tants: — like  them,  they  are  laborious  and  religious  which  arc 
the  principal  charafteriftics  df  the  four  New-England  pro^ 
vinccs;  they  often  go,  like  the  young  men  of  the  Vineyard,  to 
Nantucket,  and  hire  themfelves  fot  whalemen  or  fi(hcrmen; 
and,  indeed,  their  (kill  and  dexterity  in  all  Tea  affairs  is  noth' 
ing  inferior  to  that  of  thei  whites.  The  latter  are  divided 
into  two  claffes  ;  the  firft  occupy  the  land,  whijh  they  till 
with  admirable  care  and  knowledge ;  the  feton4i  who  are 
poffefled  of  none,  apply  themfelves  to  the  fea,  the  general  re 
Iburce  of  mankind  in  this  part  of  the  world.  This  ifland, 
therefore,  like  Nantucket,  is  become  a  great  ntirfery,  which 
fupplies  with  pilots  and  feamen,  the  numerous  coafters  with 
which  this  extended  part  of  America  abounds.  Go  where 
you  will,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  the  Mifliflippi^  you  will  find 
almoft  every  where  fome  natives  of  thefe  two  iflands  employed 
in  feafaring  occupations.  Their  climate  is  fo  favourable  to  po- 
pulation, that  marriage  is  the  objeft  of  eVery  man's  earlieft 
wifli ;  and  it  is  a  blefTing  fo  eafily  obtained,  that  great  numbers 
are  obliged  to  quit  their  native  land  and  go  to  fome  other  coun- 
tries in  queft  of  fubfiftence. 

Here  arc  to  be  found  the  riioft  expert  pilots  either  for  the 
great  bay,  their  found,  Nantucket  (hoals,  or  the  different  ports 
ir.  their  neighbourhood.  In  ftormy  weather  they  a^e  always 
at  fea  looking  out  for  veffels,  which  they  board  With  fingular 
dexterity,  and  hardly  ever  fail  to  bring  fafc  to  their  intended 
harbour. 

Gayhead,  the  wcftermoft  part  of  the  ifland,  containing  about 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  acres,  is  very  good  tillage  land,  and 
is  wholly  occupied  by  Indians^  but  not    well  cuUivatec^.     One* 
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*lurd  of  this  traft  i»  the  property  of  the  Englifh  fociety  for 
propagating  the  gofpel  in  New-England.  Ihe  principal  pro* 
(iuftions  of  the  iQand  are  corn,  rye,  and  oats.  They  raife 
flieep  and  cattle  in  x:onriderable  numbers.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  county  fcpd  three  reprefentatives,  and,  in  conjunftion  with 
JJantuckct,  one  fenator  t,o  t^e  Qcnerajl  Cpiirt, 

Xhe  Other  iflands  of  confideration  are  in  Mafrachufctts  Bay» 
which  is  agreeably  diverfified  by  about  forty  of  va^  ious  fizcs  : 
(even  of  them  only  arc  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  town  of 
Bodon,  and  taxed  with  it.  Cadlc  Ifland  is  about  three  miles 
from  Bofton,  and  contains  about  eighteen  acres  of  land.  The 
buildings  are  the  Governor's  houfe,  a  magazine,  gaol,  barracks, 
and  workshops.  In  June,  1792,  there  were  confined  on  this 
ifland  fevcnty-fcv.cn  conviifts,  who  were  employed  in  the  ma- 
nufafture  of  nails,  and  guarded  by  a  company  of  between  fixty 
and  feventy  foldiers.  The  fort  on  this  ifland  commands  the 
entrance  of  the  ha;-bour :  here  were  mounted  in  1792  fifty  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  forty-four  others  difmounted ;  fincc  that  perio^ 
^he  fortiBcations  have  been  much  improved. 

SOIL  AND  PROpyCTIONS. 

In  MafTachufetts  are  to  b^  found  all  the  varieties  of  foil,  from 
very  good  to  very  bad,  capable  of  yielding  all  the  different 
produ6lio.  s  common  to  the  climate,  fuch  as  Indian  corn,  rye, 
wheat,  bariey,  oats,  hemp,  flax,  hops,  potatoes,  field  beans  and 
peas — apples,  pears,  peaches,  plums,  cherries,  &c.  It  has  been 
obfcrved,  that  the  effefts  of  the  eafl  winds  extend  farther  in- 
land than  formerly,  and  injure  the  tender  fruits,  particularly  the 
peach,  and  even  the  more  hardy  apple.  The  average  produce 
of  the  good  lands,  well  cultivated,  has  been  eflimated  as  follows  : 
forty  bufhels  of  corn  on  an  acre— thirty  of  barley — twenty  of 
wheat — thirty  of  rye — one  hundred  of  potatoes.  The  flablc 
commodities  of  this  State  are  fifh,  beef,  and  lumber. 

Iron  ore  in  immenfc  quantities  is  found  in  various  parts  of  this 
State,  particularly  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth. 

Copper  ore  is  foynd  at  Leverett,  in  the  county  of  Hanip- 
fliirc,  and  at  Attleborough,  in  the  county  of  Briftol.     Several 

mines  of  black  lead  have  been  difcovered  in  Brimficld,  in 
Ilampfliire  county  ;  and  white  pipe-clay,  and  yellow  and  red 
ochre,  at  Martha's  Vineyard.  Allum  flate,  or  flone,  has  been 
found  in  Tome  parts  ;  and  alfo  ruddle,  or  a  red  earth,  which 
has  been  ufed  as  a  ground  colour  for  priming,  inftead  of  Spa- 
pilh-brown.     In  a  quarry  of  lime-flone,  in  the  parifh  of  Bye* 
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field,  in  the  county  of  EfTex,  is  found,  the  Afbefios^  or  in. 
combuftibic  cotton,  a9  it  has  been  called.  Marble  has  beetj 
found  in  the  fame  vicinity,  and  it  is  conjc£lured  that  thert 
are  confiderable  beds  of  it.  The  fpecimens  of  it  already  exhi. 
blied  have  been  beautifully  variegated  in  colour,  and  admit  an 
admirable  poUih.  A  marble  quarry  at  Laneiborough  aifords  vet) 
good  marble. 

Several  mineral  fprings  have  been  found  in  different  part} 
of  the  State,  particularly  at  Lynn,  Wrentham,  Mcnotomy  Parilh 
in  Cambridge,  i&c.  bpt  none  are  celebrated  as  places  of  rcforc 
for  invalids. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  eleven  counties  ;  viz.  Suffolk,  El*. 
fcx,  Middlelex,  Hampfliire,  Plymouth,  Bviftol,  Barnflablc,  Won 
ccftcr,  and  Bcrklhire,  on  tlie  continent,  and  Duke's  and  Nan. 
tucket  counties  in  the  illands  of  Nantucket,  Martha's  Vineyard, 
&c.  Thel'e  counties  contain  two  hundred  and  fixlyijivc  towns, 
(he  principal  of  which  are  as  follow  : 

B  O  STO  K. 

This  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  SufTtjlk,  and  the  cipi- 
tal  not  only  of  Maflachufctts,  but  of  New-England,  and  lies  in 
latitude  42*^  23'  N.  It  is  built  on  a  pcninfula  of  an  irrpgular 
form  at  the  bottom  of  MafTachufctts  Bay.  The  neck  or  ifthmus 
which  joins  the  pcninfula  to  the  continent,  is  at  the  louth  end 
of  the  town,  and  leads  to  Roxbury  ;  the  length  of  the  town 
itfelf  is  not  quite  two  miles,  its  breadth  is  various ;  at  the  en-' 
trance  from  Roxbury  it  is  narrow;  the  grcateft  breadth  is  one 
mile  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  yards  ;  the  buildings  in 
the  town  cover  about  one  thouland  acres. 

In  this  town  there  are  levcnty-ninc  flrccts,  thirty-eight  lanes, 
pnd"  twenty-one  alleys,  exclufivc  of  Iquarcs  and  courts  ;  and 
^bout  eighty  wharfs  and  quays  very  convenient  for  vcffels  ;  the 
principal  wharf  extends  lix  hundred  yards  into  the  iiea,  and  is 
covered  on  the  north  fide  with  large  and  ponvcnient  ftores ;  it 
far  exceeds  any  other  wharf  in  (he  ynitcd  States. 

In  Bofton  are  feventeen  houles  for  public  worlhip  ;  of 
which  nine  are  for  Congregationalifts,  three  for  Epiicopalians, 
two  for  Baptlfl.s,  one  for  the  Friends,  one  for  Univerlalifts, 
and  one  for  Roman  Catholics  :  there  are  alfo  feveral  public 
fchools,  ftatc  banks,  &c.  which  we  fluU  notice  under  their 
irefpcftive  heads.  The  other  public  buildings  are  the  flate 
houfe,  court  houfe,  goal,  Funcuil  hall,  an  alms  houfe,  a  work- 
l^pufci   a   bridewell,   and   powder  inaj^azine.    &c.     &c.      That 
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,  j|j|j,j»  which   was  formerly  the  jjovernor's  houfc,  is  now  rc- 
jj(j  in  its  fcvcr.il   apaitmcnts,  by  the   council,  the   trcafunr, 
ndthc  Iccrctary;   the  two  latter   hulJ  their  ofliccs  in  it.      Mult 
f  the  public  buildings  arc  handiomc,  niul   lomc   oF  them  arc 
elegant,     'i  he  town  is  irregularly  built,  but  as  it  lies  in  a  circu- 
lar form  around   the  harbour,  it  exhibits  a  very  handfofric  view 
IS  you  approach  it  from  the  fca.     On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town 
is  the  nrall,  a   very  beautiful   public  w;ilk,  adorned  with  rows 
of  trees,  and  in  view  of  the  common,  wliich  is  always  open  to 
refrefliing  breezes.     Bacon   hill,  on  which    a  handlumc  monu- 
ment, commemorative    of  fomc   of  the  moft  important   events 
of  the  late  war,  has    lately  been  ercftcd,   overlooks  the  town 
from  the  weft,  and  affords  a  fine  variegated  prolpe^t. 

The  harbour  of  Bofton  is  lafe,  and  large  enough  to  contain 
five  hundred  fliips  at  anchor,  in  a  good  depth  of  water;  while 
the  entrance  is  Co  narrow  as  Icarccly  to  admit  two  fliips  abreaft., 
Jt  is  divcrfified,  as  we  have  already  obfervcd,  with  forty  iflands, 
which  afTord^fich  pafturage,  hay,  and  grain.  About  three  miles 
from  the  town  is  the  caftlc,  which  commands  the  enuancc  of 
the  harbour. 

Th'"  ;narket  in  this  town  is  fupplied  with  abundance  of  beef, 
pork,  mutton,  lamb,  veal  and  poultry,  and  of  a  quality  equal 
to  any  in  the  world,  and  alio  with  meal,  butter,  chcele,  roots, 
vegetables,  and  fruits  of  various  kinds,  in  great  plenty.  The 
fllh  market  is  alio  excellent,  and  not  only  furnifhcs  the  tables 
of  the  rich  with  ibme  of  the  greateft  dainties,  but  is  alfo  a  fmgu- 
lai  blelTing  to  the  poor. 

At  an  annual  meeting  in  March,  fcven  fclcQ:  men  are  chofcii 
for  the  more  immediate  government  of  the  town ;  at  the  fame 
time  are  clccled  a  town  clerk,  a  town  treafurer,  twelve  over? 
fcers  of  the  poor,  twelve  firewards,  twelve  clerks  of  the  niAr- 
kct,  twelve  fcaVcnj^crs,  and  twelve  conftables,  befides  a  num- 
ber of  other  officers.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  change 
the  government  of  the  town,  from  its  prcfcnt  form  to  tlwa 
pf  a  city,  but  the  propoled  form  not  being  conlonant  to 
the  democratic  I'pirit  of  the  body  of  the  people,  it  has  been 
rejeftcd. 

Boilon  was  fettled  as  early  as  the  year  1630,  from  Chnrlcf- 
ton.  The  peninlula  was  called,  by  the  natives,  Shawmut: 
but  the  inhabitants  of  Charlefton,  from  ihc  view  they  liiid  of 
three  bills,  called  it  Trimountain.  The  r.ew  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, named  it  Bofton,  out  of  rcfpccl  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton, 
formerly  a  miniller  of  Bofton,  in  Knglnnd  who  was  cxpefted  to 
Come  over  to  New-England,  He  was  af'LcrwurdjS  minift.cr  of  the 
frji  church, 
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It  has   been  compytcd,   that  during  the  Aege  in   t<7<<e 
piany  houfes  were  deftroyed  jp   Bofton  by   the  firitifli  troon 
'  as  were  burnt  in  Charlefton,     Since  the  peace  a  fpirit  of  rcpatK 
and  improvement  has  diffused  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants.    Th 
ilreets  of  late  have  been  lighted  with  lamps,  at  the  expcnfe  of 
the  town ;  and  fome  Imall  beginnings  have  been  made  towards 
improving  the   ftrcets  by   new  paving  them,  whijch  it  is  hopti 
"jvill  ftimulate  to  like  improvements  through  ^he  town.    The 
principal   manufaftures   here,    are,    rum,  beer,  paper   hangings 
of  which  twenty-four  thoufand  pieces  arc  annually  made  lo»f 
fugar,  cordage,  cards,  fail   cloth,  fpermaceti   and  tallow  fandles 
glafs  ;  &c.  there  arc  thirty  diftilleries,  two  breweries,  eight  fugar 
houfes  and  eleven   rope  walks.     A   few   years  may  render  the 
metropolis  of  Maffachufetts  as  famed  for  arts,  manufaftures  and 
comiperce  as  any  city  in  the  Vnited  States, 


P  A  L  E  M. 


This  is  the  fecond  town  for  fize  in  the  Comnionwealth,  and 
the  capital  of  the  county  of  Effex,  containing  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  houfes,  and  except  Plymouth,  the  oldeft  ;  it  w;.s 
fettled  in  X628,  by  Governor  Endicot,  and  was  called  by  the 
Indians,  Naumkeag.  Here  are  a  meeting  of  Quakers,  an  epif. 
copal  church  and  five  congregational  focieties.  The  town  i? 
fituated  on  a  peninfula,  formed  by  two  fmall  inlets  of  the  fea, 
called  North  and  South  rivers.  The  former  of  thcfc  pafTcs  into 
Beverly  Harbour,  and  has  a  draw-bridge  acrofs  it,  built  many 
years  ago  at  private  expeni'e. — At  this  place  fome  part  of  the 
fhipping  of  the  tov/n  is  fitted  out;  but  the  principal  harbour 
and  place  for  bufinefs  is  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town;  at  South 
river,  if  that  may  be  properly  called  a  river,  which  depends  on 
the  flowing  of  the  fea  for  the  water  it  contains.  So  fhoal  is 
this  harbour,  that  veffels  which  draw  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
feet  of  water,  mull  be  laden  and  ujiladcn  at  a  diflance  from  the 
wharfs  by  the  affiftancc  of  lighters.  Not  withftanding  this  in- 
convenience, more  navigation  is  owned  and  more  trade  carried 
on  in  Salem  than  in  any  port  in  the  Commor  wealth,  Bodon 
excepted.  The  fiflicry,  the  trade  to  the  Weft-Indjes,  to  Eu- 
rope, to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to  the  Eafl- Indies,  and  the  freight- 
ing bufinefs  from  the  iouthern  States,  are  here  all  purlued  with 
energy  and  (pirit.  The  entcrprize  of  the  merchants  of  this. 
place  is  equiillcd  by  nothing  but  their  indcMtigable  induftry 
^:nd  feverc  economy.  This  latter  virtue  forms  a  dillinguilhing 
/!c:ature    in    the   charaflcr  of  the   people  of  this    town.     Some 
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fcerfons  o?  rank,  in  former  times,  having  carried  it  to  an  unbe- 
toniing  length,  gave  a  charafter  to  the  people  in  general  of  a 
difgraceful  parfimony.  But,  whether  this  reproach  was  ever 
iuilly  app^ic^  *"  ^°  extcnfive  a  meafure  6r  not,  nothing  can  be 
more  injurious  than  to  continue  it  at  the  prcfent  time;  for  it 
jiay  jullly  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  at  this  day,  that, 
with  a  laudable  attentiori  to  the  acquifttion  of  property,  they 
exhibit  a  public  fpirit  and  hofpitallty,  alike  honourable  to  them, 
felves  and  their  country.  A  general  plainnefs  and  neatncfs  in 
drcfs,  buildings  and  equipage,  and  a  certain  (lillnefs  and  gravity  of 
manner,  perhaps  in  fome  degree  peculiar  to  commercial  people, 
diftinguifli  them  from  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis.  It  i$ 
indeed  tb  be  wiftied  that  the  fober  induftry  hei-e  fo  uni- 
verfally  praftifed,  may  become  more  extennve  through  th<i 
Union,  and  form  the  national  chara6lcr  of  the  federal  Ame- 
ricans. 

A  court  houfe,  built  in  1786,  at  the  joint  expcnfe  of  the 
county  and  town,  forms  a  principal  ornament,  and  is  executed 
in  a  flyle  of  archite3;ure  that  would  add  to  the  elegance  of  any 
city  in  the  Union.  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holds  a  term 
here  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  November^  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Seflions,  the  fecond  Tuelday  in  March  and  Sep- 
tember. 

A  manufaftory  of  duck  and  fail  cloth  has  been  lately  infti* 
tuted  here,  and  is  profecuted  with  much  fpirit* 

MARBLEHEAUi 

South-eaft  from  Salem,  and  four  miles  diftance  from  it,  in 
the  fame  county,  lies  Marblehead,  containir\g  one  epifcopal,  and 
two  congregatiohal  churches,  betides  a  fmall  Ibciety  of  feparatifts^ 
The  chief  attention  of  this  town  is  devoted  to  the  bank  fiihery, 
and  moi"e  is  done  in  that  line  than  in  any  port  in  the  govern- 
ment. The  late  war  putting  a  total  ftop  to  this  bufinefs,  and 
vaft  numbers  of  the  men  before  employe'd  in  it  being  loft  by 
land  and  water,  the  peace  found  thole  who  I'urvived  in  circum- 
ftancej  of  great  diftrels.  Great  exertions  were  made  to  revive 
the  former  courfe  of  bufinefs,  and  it  is  lamented  by  every  friend 
to  induftry  and  the  profperity  of  the  country,  that  thefe  exer- 
tions have  not  been  crowned  with  more  fuccefs",  every  thing  here 
has  more  and  more  the  i'ymptoms  of  decay.  The  great  num- 
ber of  widows  and  orphans  caufed  by  the  war,  and  left  at  the 
clofc  of  it  to  the  charge  of  the  town,  are  a  melancholy  burthen, 
which  nothing  lefs   than   governmental    aid    can    relieve.      A 
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lottery  has  been  granted  by  the  Icgiflature  for  the  double  p^f, 
pofc  of  leffening  the  weight  of  this  burthen,  and  veparing  the 
fca  wall,  which  protcfts  the  harbour,  and  which  was  in  immi. 
nent  danger  of  giving  way,  to  the  great  detriment,  if  not  utter 
ruin  of  the  port. 

A  peculiarity  ©bfervable  in  this,  as  well  as  other  fifliinj. 
towns  may  be  worthy  mentioning*  The  fpring;  fumnier.  »n4 
autumn,  being  entirely  occi^pied  in  the  laborious  purfuit  of  their 
employment,  leaves  no  time  for  amul'ement.  In  winter,  every 
thing  is  different.     There  are  few  calls  to  labour,  atid  all  are 


devoted  to  mirth   and  jollity.      A    continual   round  of 


gaiety 


and  diflipation  occupies  the  lifherman's  time,  until  returning 
fpring  calls  him  to  returning  labour,  which  he  then  purfucs  aj 
ea<^erly  as  he  did  jufl  before  his  amufements* 


JJEWBURY     PORT. 

Newbury  Port,  in  ElTex,  "originally  part  of  Newbury,  from 
which  its  incorporation  detached  it  in  1764,  and  by  which,  and 
Merrimack   river,    it  is  wholly  encircled,  is  perhaps  the  raoft 
limited  in  its  extent  of  land,  of  any  townfhip  in  the  Common- 
wealth,    containing   but    about    fix    hundred    and   forty  acres 
Here  are  four  houfes  for  public  Worfliip,  viz.  one  Epilcopalian, 
one   Prefbyterian,    and  two    Congregational.       It  was  formerly 
remarkable  for   the  number  of  veflTcls  annually  built  here;  but 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  this  bufinefs  has  ina 
great  degree  failed,  and  no  manufafture  of  confequence  has  yet 
lupplied  its  place.     The  continental  frigates,  the  Boston  and 
Hancock,  were  built  here,  befidcs  many  large  private  armed 
fhips,  during  the  war.     The  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies  is  carried 
on  here  with  much  fpirit  and  to  great  amount.     Large  quanti- 
tics  of  rum  arc   diftilled,  which  is  principally  exported  to  the 
fouthcrn   States.     Some  vcffels  are  employed   in   the  freighting 
bufinefs,  and  a  few  in  the   fifhery.     In  November,    1790,  thtre 
were  owned  in  this  port  fix  fhips,  forty-five  brigantines,  thirty- 
nine  fchooncrs,  and  twenty-eight   floops,  in  the   whole   eleven 
thoufand  eight  hundred   and  I'evcnty  tons.     A  term  of  the  courts 
of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Seflions  is  held  here  on  the  laft 
Tuelday  in  September.  * 


ir  s  w  1  c  H. 


Ipfwich,  by  the  Indians  called  Agawam,  in  the  county  of 
Eflcx,  is  thirty-two  miles  N.,  N.  E.  from  Bofton,  is  divided  into 
five  parilhcs.  An  excellent  ftonc  bridge,  acrofs  Ipfwich  river, 
compofed  of  two  arches,  with  one  folid  pier  in  the  bed  of  the 
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rivcf,  cortne£is  the  two  parts  df  the  town,  and  was  txetuted 
under  the  direftion  of  ihe  late  Honourable  Judge  Choate,  in 
i  ftylc  of  ftrcngth  and  neatnefs  hitherto  unequalled  in  this  coun* 
J-  This  Was  heretofore  a  place  of  much  irtore  confidcration 
tlian  at  ptefent.  Its  decline  is  attributed  to  a  barred  harbour 
tnd  flioal  rivers.  Its  natutal  fituatlon  is  Very  pleafant,  and  on 
ill  accounts  excellently  well  calculated  to  be  a  large  nianufaftur- 
iojj  town.  The  fupreme  judicial  court,  the  courts  of  Common 
pleas  and  Sefllons,  are  held  here  once  in  a  year ;  and  from  iti 
central  fituation,  appears  to  be  the  nioft  convenient  pla;:e,  for 
fU  the  courts  and  public  offices  of  (he  county, 

CHARlEStOM*' 

Charleftori,  tailed  by  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  MiftiaWuffl, 
lies  north  of  Bofton,  With  which  it  is  Gonne£lcd  by  Charles 
liver  bridge^  and  is  the  piincipal  town  in  Middlefex  county. 
The  town  properly  fo  tailed  is  built  on  a  peninfula,  formed  by 
Myftic  river,  on  the  eaft,  and  a  bay,  fetting  up  from  Charles 
river  on  the  weft.  It  is  very  advantageoufly  fituated  for  health,* 
navigation,  trade,  and  manufactures  of  almofi:  all  the  Various 
klndo-  A  dam  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  which  fets  up 
fivoi  •'  ry-s  river^  weft  of  the  toWn,  would  afford  a  great 
nunii  (  )iU  feats  for  manufacturers.  Bunker^  Breed's,  and 
Cobbicj  now  Barrel's,  hills,  are  celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
American  Revolution ;  and  no  Icfs  fo  for  the  elegant  and  delight-  - 
ful  profpefls  which  they  afford  of  fiofton,  and  its  charmingly 
variegated  harbour— ^of  Cambridge  And  its  Colleges^  £ind  of  an 
extcnfivc  traft  of  highly  cultivated  country. 

The  dcftruftion  of  this  town  by  the  Britifh,  in  1775*  we 
have  mentioned  in  the  hiftorical  fltetch  we  have  given  of  the 
war.  Before  its  deftruClion^  feveral  branches  of  manufaftures 
were  carried  on  to  great  advantage,  fome  of  which  have  been 
fince  revived ;  particularly  the  manufacture  of  pot  and  pearl  afti| 
rum,  (hips,  leatlier  in  all  its  branches,  filver,  «tinj  brafs  and 
pewter. 

CAMnRlDGEAMDCON.CORD. 

Thcfe  are  the  moft  confiderable  inland  towns  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  the  former  is  four  miles  from  Bofton,  and  is  a 
pleafant  town,   and  the  feat  of  the  univerfity.     The  latter   is 

In  thfee  years,  ending  i^gi,  eighty  pcrfoni  died,  nineteen  of  whom  were 
upwards  of  fixty  years  old ;  un  were  upwards  of  fcventy ;  four  upwards  «{ 
«jfity,  and  one  ninety. 
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nineteen  miles  N.  W^  of  Boflon,  and  is  airo  «  plcarfant,  heahi;, 
thriving  town.  The  Profincia*  Congrefs  fat  in  Concord  Iq 
1774,  and  the  general  €ou«  haVe  frefjuently  held  theii' fefliom 
here  when  contageous  difeafes  have  prevailed  in  the  capital^ 
This  town  is  rendered  famous  in  hiftory  by  its  being  the  pUco 
where  the  firft  oppofition  was  made  to  the  Britiih  troops,  on 
the  memorable  jgth  of  April,  1775.  The  public  buildings  ire 
a  congregational  church,  a  fpaftious  (lone  gao^,  t!he  belt  in  New. 
England,  and  a  county  court  houfe.  The  town  is  aecommodated 
with  three  handfome  bridges,  one  of  which  is  two  hundred  ap,d 
eight  feet  long,  and  eighteen  feet  wide,  fupported  by  twelve 
piefs,  built  after  the  manner  of  Charles  fiver  bridge ;  in  t-jgi, 
there  Were  one  thoui'and  fiVcf  hundred  afid  ninety  inhabitants  in 
this  townj  eighty  of  whom  were  upwards  of  feventy  yearsold, 
For  thirteen  years  paftj  the  average  number  of  deaths  has  been 
feventeen,  one  in  four  ;of  whom  were  feventy  years  old  and 
upwards^  r      ■ 

*LVM  at;  Trf. 

Piymouthj  the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  the  fame 
name,  and  the  capital  of  the  old  colony,  fo  called,  is  forty-twtj 
miles  S.  £.  of  Boflon^  and  contains  about  three  hundred  houfes^ 
Before  the  war,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  employed  ninety 
fail  of  vcffcis,  cliicfly  in  the  fifhing  bufinefsrf  But  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  war,  they  were  moftly  taken  or  deflroyed  by  the  enemy, 
and  their  feamen  captured,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  reduced 
^o  indigence.  They  haVe  fince,  in  a  great  meafure,  emerged 
from  their  diftreffcd  ftate.  "tiie  harbour  is  fpacious,  but  the 
Water  is  not  dec  p.  The  town  is  famous  for  beitig  the  firft  place 
fettled  by  the  piou^  anceflurs  of  the  New-£nglanders,  k 
162a. 


■■.■5 1 


WORCESTER. 

Worcefter,  the  (hire  town  of  the  county  of  the  farilc  nam*, 
is  the  largeff  inland  town"  in  New-England,  and  is  fituatcd 
about  forty-fcven  miles  wertward  of  Bofton.  The  public  build- 
ings ift  this  town,  are  two  congregational  churches,  a  court 
houfe,  and  a  ftrong  ftone  gaol.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a 
large  inland  trade,  and  maunfafture  pot  and  pearl  afh,  cotton  and 
linen  goods,  befides  fom«  other  articles. 

Printing,  in  its  various  branches,  is  carried  on  very  exten* 
lively  in  this  town,  by  Ifaiah  Thomas,  who,  in  the  year  1791, 
carried  through  hxs.prcflcs  two  editions  of  the  Bible,  the  one 
the  large  royal  quarto,  the  firft  of  that  kind  publiflied  in  Ame- 
fka,  the  other  a  large  folio,  with  fifty  copper  plates,  befides  k' 
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Kjj  other  books  of  confcquence.  His  printmg  apparatus  con» 
fills  of  ten  printing  prcffes,  with  types  in  proportion;  and  he  i« 
DO«r  making  preparations  for  the  printing  of  bibles  of  various 
jinaller  kimis,  which  will  caufe  him  to  make  a  great  addition 
jQ  hii  works,  of  both  preifes  and  types.  This  printing  appa- 
|ntuii«now  the  large  ft  in  America, 

On  Connefticut  river  in  the  county  of  Hampihire,  there  are 
[  a  number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  among  which  are  Springfield 
andHa<Uey,  on  the  eaft'fids  of  the  river  ;  Northampton,  Hatfield 
I  ind  Deerfield  on  the  weft.  Courts  are  held  in  all  thcfe  places 
in  their  turn,  except  Hatfield.  Springfield  is  the  oldeft  of  thefe 
towns,  having  been  fettled  as  early  as  1636.  Its  public  build- 
jni;s  are  a  congregational  church,  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  A 
Jatge  proportion  of  the  military  (lores  of  the  Commonwealth  are 
lodged  here.  A  clear  meandring  brook  rijins  through  the  town 
from  9Prth  to  fouth|  and  a44s  much  to  its  beauty  and  pleafant- 

pefj. 

Stockbridge,  Great  Barrington,  and  Lenox,  are  the  principal 
fowns  in  Berkfliire  county,  and  lie  from  forty-five  to  fifty-miles 
W.  N.  W.  from  Springfield.  Beftdes  thefe,  there  are  many  other 
towns  in  Maflachufetts  that  are  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  improvement» 
to  enunierate  the  particulars  of  which  would  extend  this  work 
far  beyond  the  bounds  proppfed.  A  pretty  correft  idea  of  their 
magnitude  and  importance  will,  however,  be  formed  by  the 
following  accout^t  of  their  population,  trade,  &c. 

It  may  be  obi'erved  that  the  State  pf  Maffachufetts,  in  point 
of  iinprovement,  is  no  way  inferior  tp  any  of  the  other  States 
in  |the  Union.  Arts  and  Science^  have  here  made  confiderable 
progrefs.  The  firft  American  Geography  was  publifhed  in  this 
State  by  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Morfc  ;  9  judicious  work,  of  the 
greateft  utility  to  the  citizens  of  a  free  country,  and  defervedly 
held  in  eflimation  by  the  Literati  of  the  old  World, 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  &c.  in  this  State,  according  to  thf 
(ctifus  taken  in  1790,  was  as  follQws  : 
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bolton, 
Roxbury,     - 
Broolcline, 
Dorchefter, 
Milton,     - 
Hingham,     - 
Cohaffet,     - 
Hull,'    -     - 
Chellea^ 
I  {lands  in  the 
harbour  of 
Bofton, 
Belli  nghaiTi, 
Brain  t  ice     - 
Dedham^ 
Dover, 
Foxborough. 
Franklin, 
Med  way, 
Medficld,     - 
Meedham,    - 
Sharon, 
S tough ton, 
Walpoje,     - 
Wrentham, 
Weymouth, 
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4325 

287 

35» 

617 

61 

68 

»52 

256 

an 

48^8 

»53 

184 

271 

337 

411 

5"5 

126 

»59 

188 

21 

25 

24 

60 

81 

134 

V^ 

15 

192 

106 

121 

187 

420 

488 

687 

255 

288 

438 

82 

90 

120 

109 

117 

165 

155 

i86 

305 

^5S 

187 

282 

114 

12c 

201 

167 

208 

277 

161 

189 

256 

3*5 

35^' 

484 

M5 

»75 

256 

243 

278 

471 

2.32 

278 

34<^ 

^356 

8038 

11371 

337^ 

94 

345 
205 

4S4 
21? 

3« 
96 
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640 
360 
1 1 
169 

235 
210 

120 

274 
258 

477 
250 

387 
368 
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225 
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53^^ 
1 102 

417 

63 

22: 

66 

361; 

1426 

«4S 

249 

340 

522 

395 
566 

5ii 

lOli 

49^ 
907 
747 
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40 

13 
30. 
27 
24 
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18 
16 

4 
3 

21 

»5 

13 

5 

21 
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2226 
172s 

2085 
8.7 

12Q 
472 

282 

7  35 
2771 

485 
674 

1101 
^035 

73> 
1130 
10Q4 

1994 
1005 
1767 
1469 
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Newbury  port, 
Newbury, 
Glouccftcr,     - 
Ipfwich,     -     - 
Andovcr,     - 
K.owlcy,      -     - 
Bradford,     - 


6i( 

939 

ii5f 

.071 

2541 

70 

53^' 

7^3 

1031 

844 

2047 

42 

^7S 

iot6 

.26; 

1 216 

2793 

4» 

6oi 

881 

-1-^^ 

916 

2416 

79 

402 

525 

748 

61  f 

I4M 

94 

278 

328 

45  S 

3f:f 

94^; 

9 

196 

253 

37«i 

263 

IH 

i 

4837 

3972 

5317 
4562 

2863 

1772 
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lioxtoid,      - 

I  28 

163 

247      191 

481 

6 

925 

Tops  field,     - 

107 

150 

213      i^f 

898 

»3 

780 
7921 

r 

Salem,     -     - 

928 

1493 

1845    1710 

4iof- 

260 

Marblehcad,     - 

618 

1104 

1265!  1327 

298^ 

87 

5661 

Bcvcrlv,     -     - 

422 

6'^        748,     733| 

»75i 

58 

3290 

Danvers,      - 

3-     . 

4.         626 

486 

127.! 

4 

2425 

Lynn,     -     - 

300 

404      625 

5»4 

1132 

20 

2291 

Manchefter,     ■ 

142 

igfc 

234 

204 

518 

9 

965 

Middleton,     - 

102 

119 

164 

14c 

362 

16 

682 

Wenham,     - 

74 

9^ 

114 

109 

269 

10 

502 

Lynnfield,     - 

66 

82 

119 

108 

261 

3 

491 

1780 

Salifljury,     - 

267 

325 

458 

381 

931 

10 

Almlbury,     - 

303 

351- 

470 

384 

944 

3 

1801 

Haverhill,     - 

330 

435 

611 

539 

1251 

7 

2408 

Mcthuen,     - 

181 

7644 

217 

338 

292 

663 

4 

1297 

10883 

14263 

12562 

30208 

880 

57913 

] 

MID 

DLESEX  COUN 

ITY. 

Cambridge,     - 

355 

53.^ 

45^ 

1066 

60 

2115 

Lincoln,     -     - 

125 

180 

184 

37«^ 

-    6 

740 

Concord,     - 

293 

4'5 

3M 

832 

29 

1590 

Bedford,     -     - 

89 

150 

117 

254 

2 

523 

Billcrica, 

217 

335 

256 

595 

I. 

II91 

Medford,     - 

187 

260 

215 

52c 

3'! 

1029 

Woburn, 

326 

452 

397 

855 

23 

1727 

Chelmsford,     - 

209 

327 

233 

57' 

12 

II44 

Reading, 

341 

48c 

386 

905 

3' 

i8o'^ 

Tewkfliury, 

163 

23r 

229 

483 

7 

958 

Charlefton,     - 

288 

39c 

354 

809 

2  c 

1583 

Waltham,     - 

141 

23^. 

201 

43c 

IC 

88  s; 

Watertown,    - 

164 

31c 

25c 

511 

I 

1091 

Carlifle,     -     - 

96 

14c 

99 

305 

i 

'■        555 

Weftford,     - 

22c 

301 

30^ 

618 

^ 

1229 

Wilmington, 

^34 

181 

17: 

34;' 

I'- 

;          710 

Groton,     -     - 

32' 

47' 

42r 

9=*" 

r 

1840 

Maiden,      -     . 

»9i 

1      '^3^ 

)          21. 

56c 

)      ■  2C 

?       1033 

Stoncbam,     • 

72 

10? 

i        8: 

j       i8i 

i 

i         381 
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Pepperell, 
Townfend,    • 
Shirley* 
Dunftable, 
AOiby, 

Boxborough,     • 
Marlborough, 
Lexington, 
Eafk-Sadbury, 
6udbury,     • 
Ad*n, 
Natick,    '     w 
Liitleton,        » 
Framingham,    - 
3herburn,     • 
Hopkinton,     * 
Holiifton,    • 
Newton,  w 

^tow, 

Wcfton,     - 
Tyngftorongh 
on  weft  fide 
Merrimack 
Tyngiborough 
on  north  fide 
Merrimack 
Pracyt,     r    i 


} 


J 

a 
o 

M 
u« 

O 

I 

2 


S 

I 


o    <* 


a 
a 

I  g  Si. 
.§^ 


I 


a 


s 


.64 

209 

286 

245 

581 

20 

H5 

i«5 

273 

244 

472 

4 

99 

''J 

166 

'55 

354 

2 

59 

67 

107 

79 

«93 

I 

no 

123 

187 

194 

369 

I 

5» 

67 

loo 

86 

217 

9 

2l8 

28B 

425 

340 

28, 

8 

«35 

176 

251 

212 

470 

8 

112 

»44 

206 

176 

410 

9 

175 

240 

326 

287 

675 

2 

I30 

140 

2c6 

204 

427 

6 

75 

»»3 

14a 

»34 

300 

39 

121 

»59 

223 

T77 

43« 

16 

221 

Z9Z 

394 

350 

828 

26 

02 

150 

211 

192 

392 

6 

169 

220 

31' 

329 

665 

12 

95 

150 

237 

199 

424 

»5 

«75 

237 

336 

301 

698 

*5 

130 

H5 

206 

»95 

397 

3 

132 

»73 

256 

227 

504 

*3 

3» 

35 

5» 

46 

87 

17 

?6 

32 

45 

50 

87 

160 

186 

7^8p 

3>P 

284 
9606 

584 

39 

^998 

»iP49 

21494 

597 
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993 
677 

380 

75t 
41a 

'554 

94' 

801 

1290 

853 

6'5 
854 

1598 
801 

>3'7 

t<75 
1360 

801 

loio 

202 


180 
1217 

42737 
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Northampton,  - 
Eafthampton,  ?• 
Southampton,  » 
Wefthampton,  - 
Weft-Springfield, 
Hatfield,  -  - 
prcenfield>    -    - 


242 

259 

498 

341 

771 

18 

75 

77 

127 

lOo 

3»i 

I 

130 

135 

226 

•178 

418 

7 

lOI 

102 

'.63 

185 

333 

2 

372 

3^4 

630 

525 

1 160 

52 

103 

IIO 

199 

'47 

343 

'4 

224 

240 

39' 

190 

7'4 

3 

1628 

457 
829 

683 

2367 

703 
1493 
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Weafield,     • 

316 

348 

527 

565 

1054 

5« 

2204 

132 

^H 

Whatelf    •    ' 

120 

»3o 

184 

199 

352 

1 

736 

993 

^H 

Williamfturgh, 

«59 

«73 

2J8 

161 

520 

10 

1049 

677 

^B 

Granville,  -   - 

V9 

334 

496 

501 

969 

<3 

'979 

380 

^H 

Coldrain,  -   -  * 

229 

i45 

348 

37' 

687 

II 

1417 

75' 

^m 

Wotthlngton*  - 

181 

188 

287 

277 

547 

5 

I116 

412 

^B 

Golhen,    -    * 

I02 

103 

161 

185 

327 

8 

681 

'554 

^H 

Shelburne,    *    - 

169 

184 

300 

273 

598 

12 

1183 

94' 

^m 

CottWajTi  -   -   - 

306 

311 

500 

558 

1021 

«3 

2092 

801 

^H 

BUndford,   -    * 

a35 

»39 

345 

359 

703 

9 

1416 

ijgo 

^B' 

Betnardfton,  -  - 

101 

108 

176 

172 

343 

691 

853 

^B 

Leyden,    -    * 

150 

^55 

208 

298 

481 

2 

989 

S'^ 

^B 

Cbarlemoijt,    - 

106 

iio 

166 

173 

326 

66$ 

854 

^B 

Chefter,    -    - 

177 

187 

285 

30a 

527 

7 

I119 

'598 

^B 

ChcftCTfield,   - 

180 

190 

283 

3'7 

58. 

2 

1183 

801 

^B 

Alhfield,    -    - 

243 

261 

354 

369 

735 

I 

»459 

>3'7 

^B 

Southwicky    * 

123 

148 

215 

217 

397 

12 

841 

«7J 

^B 

Norwich,    -    - 

ii6 

129 

187 

199 

352 

4 

742 

ij6o 

^B 

Montgomery,  • 

72 

74 

no 

116 

221 

2 

449 

801 

^B 

Cumington,    - 

910 

148 

237 

212 

419 

5 

873 

lOIO 

^B 

Plainfield,     -    - 

81 

85 

109 

120 

224 

5 

458 

' 

^B 

MiddleBeld,    - 

47 

lOI 

^55 

"73 

280 

608 

202 

H 

Buckland,  -   • 

119 

124 

164 

191 

363 

718 

^B 

Rowe,    *    -    * 

76 

79 

119 

132 

202 

443 

f\ 

^1 

Heath,    -     •  . 

58 

5« 

86 

105, 

188 

379 

180 

^1 

Plantatioti,No.  7 

88 

90 

»34 

156 

249 

539 

^m 

Decrfield,  -  -  - 

181 

191 

354 

306 

646 

24 

»33o 

I217 

^m 

Springfield,     - 

238 

266 

4'5 

359 

787 

*5 

»574 

^m 

Long  Meadow, 

119 

126 

200 

182 

is^ 

6 

744 

^2737 

H 

Hadley,    -     - 
South-Hadley, 

>32 

H3 

24c 

187 

436 

19 

882 

^H 

"3 

118 

209 

181 

359 

10 

759 

H 

Sunderland,   •  • 
Montague,  -  ■• 

73 

74 

»23 

m  ^  ^ 

lOl 

237 

I 

462 

906 

^^B 

150 

'54 

236 

217 

45' 

2 

1628 

H 

Northfield,  -  - 

120 

122 

224 

224 

4»5 

5 

868 

457 

H 

Wilbrahatiij  -  - 

223 

2^0 

382 

393 

755 

25 

^555 

829 

H 

Amherft,  -  -  . 

176 

»83 

335 

287 

609 

2 

1233 

68s 

H 

Granby,  -  -  - 

93 

100 

164 

»54 

276 

2 

596 

2367 

H 

Brimfield,    -    - 

172 

178 

3»8 

309 

582 

2 

1211 

703 

H 

South  Brlraficld, 

98 

99 

144 

171 

291 

606 

493 

1 

Holland,    -    - 

6S 

66 

"5 

97 

204 

12 

428 
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Ludlowr,     - 
Monfoii)    • 
Palmer,    -    - 
Belchcrtown, 
.Greenwich,  - 
Pelham,     -    ■ 
Levcrctt,     • 
Shiitefbury,  • 
Wendel,    - 
Ware,     -     - 
Warwick,     - 
New  Salem,  - 
Orange,    -    - 
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86 
i8U 
«I7 
238 
171 

'H 

86 

117 

79 
n6 
176 
254 
117 

9181I 


94 

»34 

158 

'94 

336 

3*4 

125 

215 

186 

240 

370 

396 

»74 

271 

265 

<59 

246 

277 

87 

126 

»?9 

117 

160 

196 

80 

130 

»47 

116 

189 

205 

»79 

279 

308 

261 

390 

387 

122 

186 

203 

9917 

15.19 

15012 

366 

396 
7^3 
504 
5»7 
a68 

3>5 
242 

378 
657 
765 

395 


2 

18 
12 

6 
5 

1 

3 

1 

2 
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m 

809 

148J 
1045 

1040 

SH 

674 

5»9 

773 

1246 

7B4 
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Plymouth,    -  - 

577 

749 

646 

1546 

54 

299? 

Middleborough, 

802 

1166 

1050 

2286 

24 

4526 

Pembroke,    -    - 

341 

480 

433 

998 

,    43 

•954 

Carver,    -     -    - 

150 

214 

214 

407 

12 

84] 

Plympton,   -     - 

163 

233 

220 

499 

4 

95&. 

Halifax,    -    -  - 

124 

178 

iSS 

3*9 

2 

664' 

Duxborough,  - 

258 

378 

3" 

744 

10 

1457 

Wareham,    -    - 

».^5 

202 

»o8 

434 

10 

854 

Hanover,     -     - 

184 

268 

a35 

546 

35 

1084 

Abington,    -    - 

255 

359 

.339 

740 

15 

1454 

Bridgewater,  - 

830 

«253 

1123 

2470 

129 

4975 

Scituate,  -    -    - 

521 

692 

554 

1545 

65 

2856 

Marfh  field,    - 

275 

386 

210 

645 

28 

1260 

y 

Rothefter,     - 

442 

681 

605 

1304 

54 

2644 

Kingfton,  -   -  - 

4244 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


From  tlie  foregoing  account  of  the  population  of  this  State  it 
appears  to  its  honour,  that  it  docs  not  contain  a  fingle  flave 
We  hope  the  fame  patriotic  fpirit  will  ftiortly  pervade  every 
State  in  thp  Union. 

The  population  of  this  State  is  rapidly  on  the  increafe,  and 
yfc  have  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  were  a  freih  cenfus  to  be 
taken,  the  total  amount  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  found  tg 
be  near  four  hundred  thoufand, 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

From  a  view  of  the  foregoing  number  pf  inhabitant^,  it  is 
evident  that  in  cafes  of  emergency,  this  State  can  bring  a  ver\' 
large  military  force  into  aftion,  more  efpecially  when  it  is 
Confidercd  that  their  aftive  militia  is  compofed  of  all  the  able- 
bodied,  white  male  citizens  from  fixteen  to  forty  years  of  age 
excepting  officers  of  government,  and  thole  who  have  held 
commiffions,  &c.  The  whole  is  completely  armed  and  organiz- 
ed, and  is  formed  into  nine  divifions,  each  commanded  by  a 
major-general;  nineteen  brigades,  confifling  of  fevcnty-nine  re- 
giments of  infantry ;  eleven  battalions  of  cavalry,  and  eight 
battalions  of  artiljery  ;  together  forming  a  well-regulated  body  of 
more  than  fifty  thoufand  infantry,  twq  thoufand  cavalry,  and 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  artillery  men,  witli  fixty  pieces  of 
field  artillery.  This  aftive  military  corps  is  alfembled  by  com- 
panies for  difcipline,  in  their  refpcftivc  diflrifts,  four  times  3 
year;  and  once  a  year  by  regiments  or  brigades;  at  which  time 
they  are  reviewed  and  infpetled. 

Befides  the  military  flrength  above  mentioned,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  the  aftive  militia  of  the  State,  there  are  enrolled 
about  twenty-five  thoufand  men  from  forty  to  fixty  years  of  age, 
who  are  obliged  always  to  keep  thcmfclvcs  completely  armed; 
and  they  are  required  under  penalty  by  law,  to  exhibit  their 
arms  once  a  year  to  their  refpcftive  caj/tains,  wlio  make  rcMuns 
thereof.  This  laft  corps  is  called. the  alarm  lift,  and  may  b? 
properly  dillinguiflicd  as  the  Corps  de  ReJ'erve  of  the  Common: 
wealth. 

RELIGION,  CHAR  VCTER,  and  MANNERS, 

The  religion  of  this  State  or  Commonwealth  is  eftabliflied, 
by  their  excellent  conftitution,  on  a  moft  liberal  and  tolerant 
plan.  All  pcrfons  of  whatever  religious  profelhon  or  fcnti- 
nients,  may  worfhip  God  agreeably  to  the  di6latcs  of  their 
own  confcientes,  unmoleflcd,  provided  they  do  not  difturb  th^ 
peapc, 


OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


»59 


*rhe  following  ftatcment  (hews  what  are  the  feveral  religious  de* 
nominations  in  this  State,  and  their  proportional  numbers,  agree-* 
ble  to  the  foregoing  cenfus. 


Denominationi. 

Number  of 

Sappofed  number  ai 

Congi 

regations. 

each  denomination. 

Congregationalifts, 

- 

4QO 

287,600 

Baptifts, 

' 

84 

63,296 

Epifcopalians, 

- 

16 

14,104 

Friends  or  Qiiakers, 

- 

10 

7,940 

Prefbyteriana, 

- 

4 

^765 

Univerfalifts, 

* 

i 

1,388   . 

Roman  Catholics, 

m 

I 

694 

Total  5.7  37^,787 

In  this  flatement,  it  Is  fuppofed  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  the 
State  confider  thcmfelves  as  belonging  to  one  or  tlie  other  of  the 
religious  denominations  mentioned. 

Although  this  may  not  be  an  exaft  apportionment  of  the  dif- 
ferent fe<?ls,  yet  it  13  perhaps  as  accurate  as  tne  nature  6f  the 
fubjeft  will  allow,  and  fufficlent  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  pro- 
portion which  the  feveral  denominations  bear  to  each  other. 

The  number  of  congregational  churches  in  1749,  ^'•^  *^**  lixavi' 
dred  and  fifty. 

In  1760,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State  was  about 
two  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  the  proportion  of  the  fefts  was  then  nearly  as  follows,  viz. 


Seas. 

Congregations. 

Suppofed  number  of 
fouls  of  each  fe£l. 

Congregationalifts, 

306 

225,426 

Friends  meetings, 

22 

16,193 

Baptifts, 

20 

H'723 

Epifcopalians, 

n 

9>568 

Prefbyterians, 

4 

2,944 

Total  365  268,850 

The   character  ar.d  manners  of  the  people  of  this    State  arc,  as 
has  been  dcfctlbcd  in  the  general  account  of  New-England.* 


*  See  pajcs  13  to  17. 
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GENEk.^L  DESCRIPTION 


COMMERCE  AND  MANUFACTURES.' 

Tho  following  abftraft  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize 
exported  from  this  State,  from  (he  firft  of  Oftober,  i^go  to 
the  31ft  of  September,  1791,  will  give  the  beft  idea  of  the 
articles  of  export  from  this  State. 

'  '  '  ■ 

EXPORTS  from  Massachusetts,  from  OElobtr   1,    i-igo   ti 

September  31,   1791, 


Aft,  Pot 

783 

tons 

—Pearl 

1,159 

do. 

Apples 

♦                    1.131 

bnis. 

Bricks             .             . 

33O5250 

Smith's  bellows                  i 

2 

pairs. 

Boats 

75 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter, 

»5»532 

gal. 

Boots             .                 , 

339 

pairs 

Brimdone              .'              . 

3,280 

lbs. 

Blacking  or  Lampblack, 

158 

kegs 

Cider             .             . 

•       29^ 

brrls, 
doz. 

•             ♦        3*0 

Chalk 

•              10 

tons 

Cotton                    i 

»3.37^ 

lbs. 

Coffee 

•             68,044 

do. 

Cocoa             ,               , 

2,804 

do. 

Chocolate             ,             ,  ' 

33» 

boxes 

Candles — Myrtle              , 

348 

do. 

-* Wax 

169 

do. 

Tallow 

1,106 

do. 

Cables  and  cordage              , 

32 
18 
16 

tons 

• 

cvyt. 

coils 

Copper— -ore 

•                  ao 

cwt. 

Manufaftured 

.     1,480 

do. 

Goals               .               , 

1,548 

buili. 

Cranberries 

688 

do. 

Canes  and  walking-flicks 

.              06 

Cards,  cotton  and  wool 

25 

do?:. 

Coaches,  chailes,  pheatons 

16 
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:rchnadize,     1 

I    Puck,  American              - 

1790,  to    1 
dca  of  the    1 

H    j^jy^^s — Glauber  Salts 
I           Saffafras  root 

1 

I    Earthen-uare — Yellow,  or  que 

1 

H          Stone 

^790,  w  1 

■    Flaxfced 

■    Flax 

1 

■    Feathers 

■ 

I    Flints 

tons         1 

I    Frames  o/"-^Boat8 

do.          1 

■    - — Houfes 

brrls.       1 

1    i^Windows  and  doors 

1 

■    Houfehold  furniture — 

pairs.       1 

I           Tables 

1 

I           Defies 

gal*         1 

1          Bureaus 

pairs       1 

I           Sopbas 

lbs.         1 

1           Chefts 

kegs        I 

I          Windfor  and  ru{h  chairs 

brrls,       1 

■    fijheries — Filh  dried 

doz.         I 

1           Ditto  pickled 

tons        1 

1           Oil,  Whale 

lbs.         I 

1           Oil,  Spermaceti 

do.          ■ 

I           Spermaceti  Candles 

do.          I 

1            Whalebone 

boxes      1 

1    Genfing 

do.          1 

1     Grind  Hones 

do.          ■ 

1     Glafs — Ware 

do.          1 

1            Window                   - 

tons         1 

Groceries — Caffia  and  cinnamon 

H 

Pimento                  - 

1 

Pepper 

fl 

Brown  fugar 

do.          H 

Raifins 

butli.       ■ 

Grain  and  putfe-— 

do.          ■ 

■       Wheat 

I 

Rye 

do:?,         H 

Barley 

4 

2dd 

bolts 

1,220 

lbs. 

»7 

tons 

-     92 

cratey 

«5 

doz. 

6,056 

hhds. 

8,700 

lbs. 

100 

do. 

40^000 

10 

180 

-       30 

37 

23 

16 

6 

705 

54 

326,560 

cwt. 

20,177 

brrls. 

270,810 

gal. 

70,266 

do. 

2,927 

boxes* 

85,161 

lbs. 

3>o9S 

do. 

104 

* 

21 

crates 

»3 

boxes 

1,178 

lbs, 

5>55^ 

do. 

92 

do. 

3.904 

do. 

100 

do. 

52 

buflx 

2,350 

do. 

32 

do. 

/ 
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ExvOKTsfrom  Massachusetts,  continued. 


Grain  and  ^u^«— Indian  com 

Oats 

Peas  and  beans  « 

Horns  and  horntips 
Hats  -  -  - 

Hops-  *  .  - 

Hay  *>  - 

Iron-tirrought— 'Axes  • 

Scythes 

Locks  and  bolts 

Shovels  -  - 

Skimmers  and  ladles 

Anchors  -  - 

Mufkets  .  (  - 

Cutla(f<es 

Knives  and  forks 
•   Chefts  of  carpenter's  tools 
JT/wi-cfl/?— Pots,  kettles,  &c. 

Cannon  • 

Shot  for  cannon. 
Iron  the  <o»— Pig 

Bar  .         - 

Nail  rods  • 

Hoops 
Indigo  •  « 

Leather,  tanned  and  drcfled 

I*  m  m 

Lime 

Shot 

Livejiock 

Horned  cattle 

Horfes  -  • 

Sheep 
^  Hogs 

Poultry^ » 
Merclian^ii^  foreign 
MolaCfe*  .    - 

M>Uflx>nes   V  • 

Muftard 


69^064 

buffi. 

447 

do. 

3^746 

do. 

7»,28i 

•      376 

650 

lbs. 

-      63 

tons 

662 

48 

2,000. 

■       247 

»5 

pr. 

66 

60 

-        72 

240 

4 

,    702 

25 

1,000 

\ 

»73t 

tons 

36. 

18  do. 

1 

do. 

1 

do. 

1,238 

lbs. 

1,240 

do. 

»9 

fides 

456 

buft. 

2r553 

lbs. 

652 

324 

5.140 

619 

999 

do7, 

»79 

paka. 

11;421 

gal. 

40 

' 

780 

lbs. 

Sf^'S^ 


^,  ^m^  «^. 
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ExyoRTs/roMt Massachusetts,  continued. 


Madder 

Nails  -  -  . 

S^nkecns 

Nuts 

Hivalpres — Pitch 

Tar 

Turpentine 

Rofin 
Oil,  Linfeed 
Powder,  Gun 

. Hair 

Pomatum  -  » 

Paints  _  -  - 

froviftonS'-^KiCQ 

Flour 

Ship  ftuff 

Indian  meal 

Rye  ditto  - 

Bread  »■ 

Beef 

Pork 
'         Crackers 

Hams  and  bacon 

Vcnifon  and  mutton  hamS 

Cheefe  -  •< 

Lard 

Butter 

Sauiagcs  - 

Frefh  beef  • 

pork 

Carcafes  of  mutton 

Neats  tongues 

Oyftcrs,  pickled 

Potatoes 

Onions 
Spirit s-^'K.nm.  American 

Weft  Indian 


Brandy 
Gin 


1,034 

lbs. 

2O,C0O 

do. 

3>594 

pifce« 

692 

bufh. 

552 

brrls. 

2,824 

do. 

4,266 

do. 

23 

do. 

9» 

gal. 

13,814 

lbs. 

166 

do. 

*       45 

do. 

840 

do. 

810 

tierces 

21,236 

lbs. 

214 

do. 

7,000 

bibs. 

252 

do. 

2,285 

do. 

50,499 

do. 

3,»74 

do. 

1,812 

kegs 

36,946 

lbs. 

200 

do. 

23,»55 

do. 

4,860 

do. 

5,873 

firki. 

250 

bibs. 

92,269 

do. 

29,334 

do. 

561 

»54 

lbs. 

-       214 

kegs 

3,808 

bufli. 

5,497 

do. 

298,357 

gal. 

2,734 

do. 

188 

do. 

2>»13 

C4fes 

Y  a 
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Spirit  s-^Cqrdii\s             -              -               - 

69 

Mfej 

^adlery — Saddles  and  bridles                   - 

?«> 

Carriage  harnefs 

r          »4 

fcts 

Shoes                 -                 r 

.     3.400 

pairt 

Soap                 r 

479 

hoxcs 

Snuff                -                r                r 

J.939 

lbs. 

Steel             .             y            . 

,.       ,7 

lundlcs 

Spruce,  Eflcnce  of                 .                 • 

8» 

care^ 

Salt                •                 •            •            f 

■  3,647 

bu(h. 

Seeds,  Hay                 •                 . 

^» 

H 

Shins  and  f uw— »          i        ^.^      ^ 

Morocco                 •                 • 

138 

Calf  in  hair             .             ,             • 

290 

Deer  and  moofe             .             • 

.        96* 

Bears,  ^c.              •              .               . 

24 

^11 

•             _ 

Deer  and  other  {kins  unknowii 

g  Jhhds.caJks 
0     1^  packages 

Tobacco             .             •             .             f 

1,190 

hhds. 

Ditto,  ma|iufa£lv>red       '     .             . 

,    71,108 

lbs.' 

Tallow             ,             ^             ,              . 

275,641 

do. 

T'wine                 .              .             •              . 

»,90Q 

cwt, 

Tow  clotlf                  ,       -           .                  . 

4,548 

yds. 

Toys  for  children             ,             •              . 

?H 

doz. 

Tin  manufa£^ured,                  •                   . 

H 

do. 

7«Af — Bohea                  .                  ^ 

r            ^ 

cheft^ 

Souchong              .               •                . 

iQ8i 

do. 

Green                  .                  .              . 

178 

do. 

Hyfqn              ... 

Ml 

do. 

Vjnegar              .              ,              .              , 

2,098 

gal. 

IVines — Madeira                   .                   , 

4,622 

do. 

Other  wines                  »                  . 

3,940 

do. 

Bottled                  ,                   , 

6 

doz. 

Wax,  Bees              ... 

10,254 

lbs. 

-Myrtle                  .                   . 

r      1,946  ^ 

do. 

Whips                   4                   .                   . 

144 

Wood — Staves  ?nd  headiqgs 

5,456,041 

Shingles                  .                   . 

>  2,325,600 

Shocks  and  cafks               . 

29,895  -, 

Laths                  .                  , 

•        15, 5^50 

i'?^> 
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Export'. /rflw  Massachusetts,  continued. 


tif 


,^(/-Hoops  and  hop-polcs 

5>»,764 

Mads       .         r                r 

219 

3owiprits               •      ^ 

42 

Boom?                r                 f                 - 

74 

Spars              .                -                - 

-      3.243 

^andfpil^es          -           -            -          - 

»3,iz6 

pumps            -               -              -             - 

aa 

*'  • 

Boxes  and  brakes            -            -            - 

56 

Blocks                -                r                - 

5,i6^ 

Oars  and  rafters 

33.920 

Trunncls                  -.                -            - 

35.905 

Cedar  and  oak  knees        -          -          - 

».05» 

farvings               -                   -            •      - 

»3 

Anchor- ftocks                .            -            - 

375 

Oak  boards  and  planks    .          r 

568,565 

feet 

Pine  boards  and  planks          -        -          : 

21,136,191 

do. 

Oiher  do,             -            -             - 

35448,369 

do. 

Scantling            .    r            r            r 

516,681 

f 

Oak  and  pine  timber 

69,238 

Oak  and  pirie  do.                 -             - 

13.366 

tons 

Oak  pine            -            r            -            r 

6,436 

pieces 

Oak,  pine,  and  hick'ry            r 

494 

cords • 

Oak  bark                 -                 -                 r 

»3 

do. 

OaK  ditto  groun4 

6 

hhds, 

Maft  hoops          ,      t                r 

110 

doz. 

Yokes  for  o^teri                -       .         r 

9^ 

Befides  a  variety  of  fmaller  articles. 

/ 

Value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize 

1      Dolls. 

Ct. 

exported  in  the  above-mentioned  year 

j  2.445.975 

•     53 

It  muft  be  noted,  that  the  foregoing  abftraft  comprehends 
thofc  articles  only  which  Were  ejcportcd  to  foreign  parts  ; 
the  domeftic  trade  is  not  taken  into  the  account.  Shoes, 
cards,  hats,  faddlery,  and  various  other  manufaftures  of  iron^ 
and  coarfe  wares,  and  feveral  articles  of  produce  of  the  coun- 
try, to  a  great  amount,  were  the  fame  year  exported  to  thp 
fouthcrn  States. 

It  appears  that  this  State  owns  three  times  as  many  tons 
of  ftiipping  as  any  other  of  the  States,  about  one  third  part 
pf  the  whole   that  belongs   to  the   United    States.*      At   thj^ 

*  See  page  279,  Vol.  i. 
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period   ijpwdids  of   tljiity-fivc  thoufand  tons  are  cmployccl  • 
t.tnyiiijij  oti   the   fidjcrics  ;    firty-fix    thotiland    in   the  cojfti 
bufincis,    and    one    hundred    and    twenty    thoufand    five  h 
died  nnd  fixty  in   trading   with   almoft  all  pjiis   of  thcwotll 
I'ot   and   pearl   afhes,    (laves,    flax-fccd,  bees-wax,  &c.  are  r 
i!«<l    chiefly   tt)   Great-Britain,    in   remittance    for    their  man 
t  idurcs  ;  mads   and   provifions    to    the    Eaft-Indies  ;    fiftj   ^ll 
beef,    poik,   lumber,    candles,    &c.    are   carried    to   the  W'tO* 
IndioSj   for    their  produce  ;  and  the  two  firft  articles,  fidi  ,-j 
oil,   to   Trance,    Spain,  and   Portugal  ;  roots,    vegctiibles   fruj., 
and    fmall   meats,    to    Novo-Scotia  and   Ncw-Brunfwick :  hats' 
l.iddlcry,   cabinet-work,   men's   atid   women's  (hoes,  nails  tow 
cloth,   b.irlcy,  hops,  butter,  checfc,   &c.  to  the  Ijputhcrn  States 
The    Nigro   traJ'j   was  prohibited    by  law   in    1778,  and  there 
is  not,  aii  bcfora    obferved,    a  ftnglc   Jlave    belonging  to  the 
Ci-mmoiiwcalth,    ' 

With  ifffard  to  manufaftures,  if  wc  except  printing  types 
(lone  wares,  pitch,  tai  and  turpentine,  and  wine,  tnoft  if 
not  all  the  other  articles  enunieiated  in  the  preceding  paofs 
arc  runufafturcd  in  a  greater  or  lofs  degree  in  this  Stati^ 
There  is  a  duck  manufaftory  at  Boflnn,  from  which  n.Qre 
than  one  thouHmd  (even  hundred  bolts,  of  forty  yards  each 
Ciid  to  be  i\vi  beft  duck  ever  before  leen  in  America,  have 
Hecu  (old  in  one  year.  Manufiftories  of  this  kind  have  been 
bcgini  in  Salem,  Haverhill,  and  Springfield,  and  are  in  a  pro. 
mifing  way.  Manufaftorics  of  cotton  goods  have  been  clla. 
biilLci  at  Beverley  and  Worccllcr,  and  much  credit  is  dus 
to  the  patriotic  charafters  who  began  them  ;  although  by  thdr 
p':;rfev<:i  irig  exertions,  they  have  not  been  able  to  lurmount 
tiie  various  obflarlcs  in  the  way  of  lucceCs.  At  Taunton, 
Bridgcwntcr,  Mid-dlcbnrough,  and  fowiC  other  places,  nails 
liavc  been  made  in  lucii  quantities  as  to  prevent,  in  a  great 
mcafurc,  tiie  importation  of  them  fromBiilain.  In  this  State 
ihtre  ar<i  thirteen  paper  mills,  five  on  Ncponfct  river,  live 
on  Charles  river,  one  »t  Andovcr,  on  Shawfheen  river,  one 
.,t  Spvingfield,  and  the  other  at  Sutton,  in  Worceftcr  county. 
Ten  of  thele  mills  have  two  vats  each,  and  when  in  aftion, 
employ  ten  men,  and  as  many  girls  and  b(iys,iand  prodwe 
.:t  the  rate:  of  fixty  thoufand  reams  of  writing,  printing,  and 
wrauuing  paper,  annually.  Twenty  thoul'and  pounds  vvonh  of 
p.ipcr  have  been  yearly  iiuide  by  thele  mills;  and  the  quan- 
I  try  ar.d  quality    is   annually  and  rapidly  increafing. 

The  priucipai  card    manufaftory  is   in    Boflon,   and  belongs 
to  Mr     Gil' ;'.   Pvichr.rdc,  and    Co.  -in    which   arc    made  v:atly 
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•bout  feven  thoufand  dozen  of  cotton  and  wool  cards,  of 
ibe  various  kinds  or  numbers,  which  conCumc  about  a  htm- 
4rcd  «(k»  of  wire,  averaged  at  thirty  pounds  a  caflc,  and 
^t  twenty  thoufand  tanned  calf,  ihcep,  and  lamb  ikins,  at 
m-o  fliillings  each.  The  flicking  of  thcfe  cards  employs  not 
|,fs  than  one  thoufand  people,  chiefly  children,  and  about 
lixty  men  are  fully  occupied  in  manufadluring  card  boards, 
(ard  tacks,  and  finifhing  the  cards.  It  is  cftijnatcd  that  about 
two  thoufand  dozen  of  cards  are  made  at  the  other  manu- 
fiftorics  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

There  is  a  fhoe  manufaftory  at  Lynn,  eight  miles  to  the 
northward  of  Boflon,  in  the  county  of  EflTex.  The  number 
of  (hoes  annually  made,  by  the  induflrious  inhabitants  of 
Ihis  town,  cannot  be  eafily  aflertained,  but  it  has  been  cf}"- 
mated  'by  thofe  moft  competent  to  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment, that,  befides  the  home  confumption,  and  the  large  num- 
krs  fent  every  week  to  Bofton  and  other  places,  fcvcral 
hundred  thoufand  pair  are  (hipped  to  the  different  parts  of 
the  United  States.  One  man,  Mr.  B.  Johnfon,  from  his  own 
workfliop,  in  the  courfe  of  feven  months,  fhipped  twenty 
thoufand  fix  hundred  pair  of  flioes,  valued  at  four  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-nine  pounds  fix  fhillings,  cxclu- 
fivc  of  large  numbers   fold   in  the   vicinity. 

Silk  and  thread  lace,  of  an  elegant  texture,  are  mnnufac- 
tured  by  women  and  children,  in  large  quantities,  in  the  town 
of  Ifpwich,  in  Effex  county,  and  fold  for  home  confumption 
jnd  exportation  in  Bofton,  and  other  mercantile  towns.  This 
inufaftory,  if  properly  regulated  and  encouraged,  might  he 
produftive  of  great  and  cxtenfive  advantages.  In  the  year 
ijgo,  no  lefs  than  forty-one  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
feventy-nine  yards  were  made  in  this  town  ;  and  the  quan- 
lity,  it  is  fuppofed,  has  fince  been   confiderably  increafed. 

A  wire  manufaftory  has  lately  been  erefted  at  a  confidc- 
nble  expence  in  Dedham,  in  Suffolk  county,  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  drawing  wire  for  the  ufe  of  the  filli-hook  and  card 
manufafturers  in  Bofton.  The  effays  which  have  already  hccn 
made  promife  fucccfs. 

There  are  fevcral  fnuff,  oil,  chocolate,  and  powder  milU 
in  different  parts  of  the  State  ;  and  a  number  of  iron  works 
and  flitting  mills.  Thofe  in  the  towns  of  Middlcborough, 
Bridgwater,  Taunton,  Atlleboroug^i,  Stoughtt  n,  and  that  neigh- 
bourhood, which,  in  conlequcnce  of  the  great  quantity  of 
iron  are  found  in  that  dift.ritt,  are  become  the  Icat  of  the 
iron  manufaftures,  and  are  laid  to  flit  annually  iix  hundred  tons; 


166 


dENERAL  DKSCAlPTION 


tnd  one  company    hat   lately  been   formed  which  will  m 
•Uy   manufii6lure  into   nails  of  a  quality    equal   to  thofc 
])orted    from     Europe,     five    hundred    ton— The    T>uinber    I 
ipikes  and  nails  made    in  thi.i    State   'a  .     lui":  trcb'e  the  qua 
tity  made  in    1788,   and  is   ftill   increafin^      ^nd /r',m  ihc  gret 
abundance  of  the  raw  materials,   will  prooiibly   focn  preclude 
all  foreign  fupply,   if  not   become  an  article  of  export.    Be 
fides  thefc    there   are    other    mills,   in   common    ufe,  in  grcai 
abundance,   for  fawing   lumber,  grinding    grain,    fulling  cloth 
&c.  * 

There  are  above  frxty  diftillcries  in  this  State,  employed 
in  diflilling  from  foreign  materials.  In  thefc  diftillcries  art 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  flills,  which  together  contain  one 
hundred  and  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fevcnty-thrce 
gallons.  fiefides  theie,  there  are  twelve  country  ftiHs  em. 
ployed  in  diddling  domeftic  materials  ;  but  thefe  are  fmall 
and  the  mod  of  them  very  lately  erefted^  One  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  gallons  have  been  didilled  in  one  year 
which,  at  a  duty  of  eleven  cents  a  gallon,  yields  a  revenue  to 
the  government  of  two  hundred  nine  thoufand  dollars* 

A  brick  pyramidical  glafs-houfe  was  erc£ted  in  Bofton  by 
a  company  of  gentlemen  in  1789;  but  for  want  of  workmen 
{killed  in  the  bufinelis,  their  works  were  not  put  in  opera* 
tion  efFcftually  till  November  1792  ;  apd  although  feveral  of 
the  Hrd  edays  or  meltings  proved  unfuccefsful,  later  eflays 
give  the  fulled  ground  to  believe  that  this  very  important 
inanufa£lure  may  be  profecuted  to  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 
prietors, as  well  as  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  public.  From 
the  fpecimens  of  glafs  exhibited,  it  appears  to  be  of  the  bed 
quality  for  clearnefs  and  goodnefs  ;  ana  as  there  is  an  abun^ 
dance  of  the  materials  for  this  manufa£ture  at  command,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  carried  to  fuch  an  extent, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  as  to  preclude  foreign  impor* 
tations,  which  will  muke  a  vad  faving  to  America  in  gen^ 
ral,  and  to  this  State  in  particular.  Every  friend  to  the 
United  States  mud  widi  that  the  patriotic  company  which  I 
have  edahlilhed  this  manufacture,  may  meet  with  fuch  fuccefi 
as  to  have  their  expeuies  reimburi'ed,  which  have  already  ex* 
cccded  the  fum   of  fixteen  thoufand  dollars.  ' 

BANKS. 

Conncfted  with  the  commerce  and  manufa£lures,  are  the 
banks  edablidied  in  this  State  ;  we  have  already  noticed  the 
utility  of  thefc  edablidimcnts,  we  fhuU  therefore  only  briedy 
mention  them  here. 
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fhere  are  four  incorporated  banks  in  this  Commonwealth ; 
ihe  Branch  Bank  in    Uolloni    which  ii  »  part  of  t!ic   National 

Bink,  is  on*. 

The  Maflachufetts  Bank  in  Bofton  wa;s  incorporated  in  1784. 
It  was  dcftgned  as  a  public  benefit,  and  more  particularly  to 
jccommodatc  the  mercantile  intereft.  Its  prclcnt  capital  cnn< 
fiftj  of  ci^ht  hundred  Ihares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  mak- 
i;ig  in  all  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  It  is  kept  open 
cvcrv  day  in  the  year,  except  public  duys.  The  annual  meet- 
ing for  the  choice  of  nine  dircflors  is  on  the  flrlt  VVcdncU 
day  in  January. 

ElTcx  Bank,  at  Salem,  was  incorporated  in  1792,  and  is  under 
the  management  uf  a  prefident  and  fix   dircdors. 

Union  Bank,  in  BoRon,  was  alio  incorporated  in  1792,  and 
li)S  a  prcfidcnt  and  eleven  dire£lors.  Its  capital  confifts  of  one 
hundred  thouland  (hares,  of  eight  dollars  each,  lo  that  when  t!ic 
paymfnt  of  the  ihares  ftiall  be  completed,  the  whole  (lock  will 
amount  to  eight  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Among  the  foremoft  of  thcfe,  we  mud  confider  thofc  that 
refpefl  navigation  }  in  ^his  ^'lafs  \ve  mull  reckon  the  ereiC'- 
tion  of 

Lir.IIT    HOUSES, 

Thefe  within  this  State  are  as  follow :  on  Plum-Ifland,  near 
Newbury,  are  two,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  :  on 
Thatchcr's-Ifland,  off  Cape  Ann,  two  lights  of  equal  height  ; 
another  Hands  on  a  rock  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  of 
Bofton  harbour,  with  one  Ongle  light :  on  the  north  point  of 
Plymouth  harbour  are  two  lights  :  on  a  point  at  the  entrance  of 
tiic  harbour  on  the  ifland  of  Nantucket,  is  one  with  a  finglc 
light ;  this  light  may  be  feen  as  far  as  Nantucket  (hoals  extend  ; 
the  ifland  being  low,  the  light  appears  over  it. 

Next  to  thefe  we  mud  rank  thofe  which  add  to  the  conve- 
nience of  the  inhabitants,  and  operate  to  the  advantage  of  conv 
piercc ;  fueh  are. 


Bkidces  and  canals. 

The4)ridges  that  merit  notice  in  this  State  are  the  following, 
viz.  Charles  river  bridge,  built  in  1786-7,  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  three  feet  long,  and  connefting  Bofton  and  Charlc- 
fton.    It  is  built  oa  fcventy-five  piers,  with  a  convenient  draw 

Vol.  II,  Z 


170 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


in  the  middle,   for  the  paffagc  of  veflels.     Each  pier  is  com 
pofed  of  feven  (licks  of  oak  timber,   united  by  a   cap  j>iec 
ftrong  braces  and  girts,   and  afterwards  driven   into  the  bed  \ 
the  river^  and  firmly   fecured  by   a  Ongle    pile   on  each  fide 
driven  obliquely  to  a  folid  bottom.     The  piers  are  connefted 
to  each   other  by  large  firing  pieces,  which   are  covered  with 
four  inch  plank.     The  bridge  is  forty  three  feet  in  width,  and 
on  each  ftde  is   accommodated  with  a'paHage  fix  feet  wide 
railed  in  for  the  fafety  of  the  peopje  on  foot.     The  biidge  has 
a  gradual  rife  from  each  end,  fo  as  to  be  two  feet  higher  in  the 
middle, than  af  the  extremities.     Forty  elegant  lamps  are  ere£led 
at  a  fuitable  diflance   from   each  other,  to  illuminate  it  when 
peccffary.     There  are  four  ftrong  ftone  wharfs  cqnnefted  with 
it,  and  fupported  by  three  piers  each,  fun])!:  in  the  river.    The 
machinery  of  the  draw    is  liniplc,  and  require?  but  two  men 
to  rail'e  it.     At  the  higheft  tides  the  water  rifes  twelye  or  four- 
teen feet ;  the  floor  of  the  bridge  is  then  about  four  feet  above 
the  water.     The  depth  of  the  water  in  the  channel  at  low  tide 
is  twenty- feven   feet.     This  bridge  was  completed   in  thirteen 
months  ;  and  while  it  exhibits  the  greateft  efFeft  of  private  enter- 
prize  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States,  it  being  the  firft  bridge 
of  confiderable  magnitude  that  has  been  erefted,  prefents  a  mod 
pleafing  proofj  how   certainly   objefts  of  magnitude  may  be  at- 
tained  by  fpirited  exertions. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  this  experiment  led  others  to 
engage  in  fimilar  works  of  enterprize.  Maiden  bridge  aciofs 
Myftic  river,  ponnefting  Charlefton  with  Maiden,  was  begun 
in  April  1787,  and  was  opened  for  paffengers  the  September 
following.  This  bridge,  including  the  abutments,  is  two  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  and  thirty-two  feet  wide, 
it  has  a  draw  thirty  feet  \yide.  The  deepell  water  at  full  tide 
is  twenty-three  feet.  The  expenfe  of  this  brijdge  was  eftiinated 
at  five  thouland  three  hundred  pounds. 

Eifcx  bridge,  upwards  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  feet 
in  length,  with  a  well-contrived  draw,  was  erefted  in  1789, 
and  connefts  Snlcm  with  Beverley.  The  expenfe  of  this  bridge 
is  faid  not  to  have  exceeded  one  third  part  of  that  of  Charles 
river  bride,  yet  it  is  efleemed  quite  equal  in  ftrcrrgth,  and  is 
thought  by  travellers  to  be  luperior  in  point  of  beauty. 

On  the  poll  road  between  Boftun  and  Newburyport,  at  Row- 
ley,  is  a  bridge  acrols  I'aiker's  river,  eight  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  feet  long,  and  twenty-fix  feet  wide,  coniifting  of  nine  lolid 
piers,  and  eiglit  wooden  arthcs.  This  bi  idgc  was  built  in  thq 
year  1758. 
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A  bridge  over  Merrimack  river,  in  the  county  of  Eflex, 
ibout  two  miles  above  Newburyport,  is  nearly,  if  not  quite 
completed.  At  the  place  where  this  bridge  is  erefted,  an  ifland 
divides  the  river  into  two  branches.  An  arch  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  feet  diameter^  and  forty  feet  above  the  level  of 
hjffh  water,  conne£ls  this  ifland  with  the  main  on  one  fide  ; 
the  channel  on  the  other  fide  is  wider,  but  the  center  arch  is 
tut  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  diameter.  Greater  ingenuity  is 
difcovefed  in  the  conflru£^ion  of  this  bridge,  than  in  any  that 
have  hitherto  been  built  ;  and  it  is  one  among  the  Vaft  number 
of  ftupendouS  and  ufeful  works  which  owe  their  origin  to  that 
confidence  between  man  and  man,  which  has  been  created  or 
reftored  by  the  meafures  of  the  general  government. 

Another  ingenioufly  conflfu^lbed  bridge  has  lately  been  com- 
tlctcd  over  this  river  at  Pantucket  Falls,  between  Chelmsford 
and  Dracutj  in  the  county  of  Middlefex.  Thcfe  bridges  are  all 
fupported  by  a  toll. 

Several  other  bridgeis  are  tontemplated  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  and  one  is  aftually  begun,  and  cenfiderable  progrefs 
made  in  it,  Mvrhichj  when  completed,  will  conncfl  the  wefl  part 
of  Bofton  with  Cambridge,  over  Charles  river,  and  will  be 
more  than  twice  as  long,  and  attended  with  nearly  twice  the 
expenfe  of  any  other  that  has  yet  been,  built  in  this  or  in  any 
of  the  United  Stated^ 

The  legiflature,  in  February  i792j  were  petitioned  by  a  com- 
pany for  liberty  to  built  a  bridge  over  Connefticut  river,  at 
Montague  ;  which  was  granted. 

The  only  canals  of  importance  which  have  been  contemplated 
in  this  Commonwealth,  are  one  between  fiarnflable  and  Buz- 
zard's Bay,  and  thofe  neccfTary  to  render  Connefticut  river 
navigable,  both  of  which  we  have  mentioned,  and  one  which 
ftiall  open  a  communication  between  the  town  of  Bofton  and 
fomc  part  of  Conncfticut  river,  for  which  purpofe  General 
Knox  and  others  were  incorporated  in  1792,  by  the  name  of 
"  The  proprietors  of  the  Malfachufetts  canal." 

Great  improvements  have  alfo  of  late  been  made  in  feveral 
manufacturing  machines,  by  which  thole  fpecics  of  manufafture 
in  which  they  are  employed  have  been  greatly  facilitated  in  the 
execution,  and  fewer  hands  required.  But  the  moft  ingenious 
improvement  or  invention,  and  which  moll  deferves  notice,  is 
a  complete  and  elegant  Planetarium,  fix  feet  in  diameter,  con- 
ftrufted  by  Mr.  Joleph  Pope,  of  Bofton.  This  is  entirely  a 
work  of  original  genius  and  alUduous  application,  as  Mr.  Pope 
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never  faw  a  machine  of  the  kind  till  his  own  was  completed, 
It  exhibits  a  proof  of  great  ftrength  of  mind,  and  really  docs 
him  much  honour,  both  as  a  philolopher  and  a  mechanic.  This 
machine  has  been  purchafed  for  the  Univerfity  at  Cambridge, 
ind  is  a  very  ufeful  and  ornamental  addition  to  the  philofo. 
phical  apparatus. 

NATURAL  CURIOSITIES. 


In  the  north  part  of  the  townfliip  of  Ad[ams,  In  Berkfhirc 
tounty,  not    half   a    mile    from   Stamford,    ii^   Vermort,  is  a 
naitural  curioftty  which  merits  a    defcription.     A  mill  ftream, 
called  Hudfon's  Brook,  which  rifeS  in  Vermont,  and  falls  into 
the  north  branch  of   Hoofuck   river,  has,  for   thirty  or  forty 
rods,  formed  a  very  deep    channel  through   a  quarry   of  white 
marble.      The  hill,    gradually   defcending   towards   the  fouth, 
terminates  in  a  fteep  precipice,  down  which  probably  the  water 
once  tumbled.     But    ?.nding  in  fome  places    a  natural  chafm  in 
the  rocks,  and  in   others  wearing  them  away,  as  is  evident  from 
their  appearante,   it  has  formed  a  channel  which  in  fome  places 
is  more  than  fixty  feet  deep.     OVer  this  channel,  where  deep- 
eft,  fome  of  the  rocts  remain,  and  form  a  natural  bridge.     From 
the  top  of  this  bridge  to  the  water  it  is  fixty-two  feet ;  its  length 
is   about   twelve  or  fifteen,   and  its  breadth  about  ten.     Partly 
under  this    bridge,   and  about    ten  or  twelve  feet    below  it,  is 
another,  which  is  wider,  but  hot  fo   long  ;  for  at  the  eaft  end 
they  form  one  body  of  rock,  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  thick,  and 
under  this  the  water  flows.      It  is  evident,  from  the  appearance 
of  the  rocks,  that  the    water   in   fome    places  formerly    flowed 
forty   or  fifty  feet  above  its  prefent   bed.       Many   cavities,  of 
dillcrent  figures  and  dimenfions,  but  generally  circular,  are  worn 
out    in    the    rocks.     One  of   thefe,  in  the    folid  rock,    is  about 
four  feet  in  diameter,  and  four  or  five  feet  deep  ;  the  rock  Is  on 
one    fide    \vorn   through    at    the  bottom.     A  little    above  the 
bridge,  en    the    weft    fide   of  the    chafm,   is    a    cave  or  little 
reoir,    which  has    a    convenient    entrance    at   the    ntrth,  and 
a   paifagc,  out    at  the   eaft.      From    the   weft   fide   of  this  cave 
a   chalm    extends    into    the    hill,    but    foon    becomes   too  nar- 
row    to     pals.       The    rocks    here    which   are     moftly     white, 
though    in    fome  places  clouded  or  ftrcaked  with  other  colours, 
appcir    to   be   of  that  fpecies  of   coarfe    white   marble    which 
is   common    at    Lancfborough,    and    in    other    towns   in    Bcik- 
jhire  county.'    Probably  this  uicful   material     for  building,  will 
one  day  be  a  lourcc  of  great  wealth  to  the    proprietors  of  the 
foil. 
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In  the  ttjwn  of  Wrentham,  about  two  iniles  S.  E.  of  the 
meeting  houlc,  is  a  curious  cavern  called  IVampom's  Rock,  from 
jn  Indian  family  of  that  name  who  refided  in  it  for  a  number 
ofve.irs.  It  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  hill,  and  is  fur- 
loiinded  by  a  number  of  broken  rocks.  It  is  nearly  fquarc, 
each  fide  meafuring  about  nine  feet.  The  height  is  about  eight 
feet  in  front,  but  from  the  center  it  lefiens  to  about  four  feet. 
At  prefent  it  ferves  only  as  a  Ihelter  for  cattle  and  fheep,  as  do 
one  or  two  other  rocks  or  caves  in  the  town,  formerly  inhabited 
by  Indians, 

Under  this  article  we  mention  the  falls  of  Powow  river, 
which  rile  in  New-Hampfhire,  and  fall  into  the  Merrimack 
between  Salifbury  and  Amelbury,  in  the  county  of  Eii'ex.  At 
tiicfe  falls,  the  deTcent  of  the  water,,  in  the  diflance  of  fifty 
rodsj  is  one  hundred  feet,  and  in  its  paffage  carries  one  bioome- 
ry,  five  law  mills,  feven  grift  mills,  two  linfeed  oil  mills,  one 
fulling  mill,  and  one  Inuff  mill,  befides  feveral  wheels,  auxilia- 
ry to  different  labours.  The  rapid  fall  of  the  water — the  dams 
at  veryfliort  diftances  crofTing  the  river — -the  various  wheels  and 
mills  arifing  almoft  immediately  one  over  another — jnd  th^  '^cry 
irregular  and  grofquc  fituation  of  the  houfes  and  other  buildings 
on  the  adjoining  grounds,  give  this  place  a  rotnantic  appearance, 
and  afford  in  the  whole,  one  of  the  moft  iingular  views  to  be 
found  in  this  country. 

Lynn  beach  may  be  reckoned  a  curiofuy.  It  is  one  mile  in 
length,  and  connefts  the  peninlr.la,  called  Nahant,  with  the 
main  land.  This  is  a  place  of  r  ach  relort  for  parties  of  plea- 
fure  from  Bofton,  Charlefton,  Salem,  and  Marblchead,  in  the 
fummer  feafon.  The  beach  is  uled  as  a  racp  ground,  for  which 
it  is  well  calculated,  being  level,   imooth,  an'i  hard. 

PUBLIC    SOCIETIES,   ' 

The  focieties  formed  in  MafTachufctts  wic^  a  view  to  promote 
the  benefit  of  mankind,  exhibit  a  fair  »  ait  in  i.;ie  t.".i ••after  of 
'.ts  inhabitants.  Among  the  firft  liteiary  inftitutions  iu  this 
State,  is  the 

AMKRICAN     ACADEMY     OF     ARTS     AND     SCIENCES. 


This  fociely  was  incorporated  May  the  4t.l1,  i-jSo.  It  is 
declared  in  llie  ztX,  that  the  end  and  dclign  of  the  inilitutiou 
15  to  promote  and  encourage  the  knowledge  of  tlic  autlquiiics 
of  America,  and  of  the  naiunil  Kidory  of  the  count'],  and  to 
determine  the-  iilcs  to   w'nch   tlic  various  n-cttural  productions  of 
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the  country  may  be  applied;  alfo  to  promote  arid  ehcourarf 
medical  difcoveries,  mathematical  difquintions,  philofophic  I 
inquiries  and  experiments;  aflronomicalj  meteorological  and 
geographical  obrervations ;  improvements  in  agriculture  arts 
manufa£lure,  commerce,  and  the  Cultivation  tif  every  fcience 
that  may  tend  to  advance  a  free,  independent^  and  virtuous 
people.  There  are  never  to  be  more,  than  two  hundred  mem. 
berS,  nor  Icfs  than  forty.  This  fociety  has  four  ftated  annual 
meetings^ 

MASSACHUSETTS    CHARITABLE    SdCiET*'. 

This  fociety,  incorporated  December  1 6th,  1779,  is  intend. 
cd  for  the  mutual  aid  of  themfelv.es  and  families,  who  may  be 
diftreffed  by  any  of  the  wlvcrfe  accidents  of  life,  and  for  the 
Comforting  and  relieving  of  ^vidows  and  orphans  of  their  deceaf. 
cd  members.  The  members  of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and 
are  not  to  exceed  an  hundred  in  number. 

BOSTON    EPISCOPAL    CHARITABLE    SOCIETV. 

Firft  inftituted  in  1724^  and  incorporated  February  i2j  i<i%\^ 
has  for  its  objeft,  Charity  to  fuch  as  are  o^  the  epifcopal  chuich 
and  to  luck  others  as  the  fociety  (hall  think  fit ;  but  more  eipe- 
cially  the  relief  of  thofe  who  are  members  of,  and  benefaftors 
to,  the  I'ociety,  and  afterwards  become  fuitable  objefts  of  its 
charity.  The  members  of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  in  number. 


MASSACHUSETTS     MEDICAL    SOCIETY, 

This  fociety  was  incorporsted  November  ift,  J781.  Tlie 
deftgn  of  it  is,  to  promote  medical  and  furgical  knowledge,  in- 
ouiries  into  the  animal  economy,  and  the  properties  and  effefts 
of  medicine,  by  encouraging  a  free  intercourie  with  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  faculty  throughont  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  the  eminent  in  thofe  pro- 
fcflions  throughout  the  world.  The  number  of  fellows  who 
are  inhabitants  of  the  State,  cannot  exceed  fevcnty.  The  prefcnt 
•number  is  lixty-ouc,  and  thirteen  have  died  fince  its  eftabliih- 
inent.  The  powers  veiled  in  the  fociety  are— To  choofe  thciv 
officers,  ap.d  enaft  any  laws  for  tluiir  own  government  which  is 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth — To  ufe  a 
common  leal — To  fue  and  be  fued— -To  hold  real  cftatc  of  the 
annual  income  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  perfonal  eftate  of 
the   annual   income  of  fix  hundred  pounds — To  cleft,  lulpend, 
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I  or  disfranchife  any  fellows  of  the  focicty— r-To  defcribe 
nd  point  out  from  time  to  (ime,  fuch  a  mqde  i,f  medical  in- 
ftniftion  or  education  as  they  ihall  judge  reqyifite  for  candidate* 
for  the  praftice  of  phyfic  and  furgery — To  examine  all  candi-> 
(latcs  who  fhall  offer  themfelves  for  examination,  re('pc!6iing 
their  fltiH  ***  ^^^  profeljPon — And  to  give  letters  teftimonial 
of  their  approbation   to  all  fuch  as  may  be  duly  qualified  to 

praSilc.  ■ 

Committees  are  appointed  in  each  county  ^o  receive  commu- 
niations  from^,  and  to  correfpond  with,  their  medical  brethren. 
who  are  not  fellows  of  this  fociety ;  and  this  has  led  t,o  the 
'brmation  of  fcveral  medical  affociations,  whofe  views  are  to  ai4 
jjigljudabie  dcfigns  of  this  important  inllitupon. 


Humane   society. 

To  evidence  their  humanity  and  benevolence,  a  number  of 
the  medical  and  other  gentlemen,  in  the  town   of  Boflon,  ir^ 
1785,  formed  a  fociety,  by  the  name  of  the  Humanb   Society, 
for  the  purpofe  of  recovering   perfons   apparently   dead,   from 
drowning,  fufFocation,  ftrangling,    and  other   accidents.      This 
fociety,  which    was   incorporated   in    1791,  have  crc6lcd  feven 
huts,    furniflied    with   wood,     ftraw,     cabbins,     tinder    boxes, 
blankets,  &c.   two  on  Lovel's  ifland,  one  on  Calf  ifland  in  Bol- 
ton harbour,  two  on   Nantafket  beach,  and  another  on  Scituatc 
beach  near   Marflifielc'l,  for   the  comfort  of  fhipwrecked  fcamcn. 
Huts  of  the   fame  kind  are   ercfted  on    Plum-Iflmd  near  New- 
bury, by   the   marine   fociety   of  that  place,  already  mentioned ; 
and  there  are  aUb  fome  contiguous  to  Hampton   and   Salifbury 
licacli.  « 

At  their  femi-nnnual  meetings,  a  public  difcourfe  is  deliver- 
ed by  fomc  peribn  appointed  by  the  tiuflces  for  that  purpofe, 
on  fc"u  medical  lubjcO;  connefclcd  with  the  priticipal  objeft  of 
the  fociety ;  and  as  a  ftimuhis  to  invcftigation,  and  a  reward 
of  merit,  a  medal  is  odjudi^cd  annually  by  the  prelidcnt  and 
truflccs  to  the  pcrfon  who  exhibits  the  mofl,  approved  clifTerta- 
tioa. 


SOCIETY     FOR     PROPAGATING     THE     GOSPEL. 

1  his  fccicty,   formed  for  the  cxprcfs  purpofe  of  propagating 
the  Golpcl  among   the  Indians,   and  others   in    xNJorth-America, 

*  The  qualincations  ri-quired  of  candidates  for  examination,  and  the  books 
recommended  by  the  focielv,  are  publilhed  in  Fleet's  Maffaclmfctl's  Rcgifter, 
A.  D.  1791. 
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was  incorporated  November  19,  1787.  They  arc  enabled  t 
receive  iublcriptions  of  charitably  dilpofed  pcrlons,  and  mav 
take  any  perfonal  eftate  in  fucceflion.  All  dpnations  to  th^ 
Jociety,  either  by  fubfcriptions,  legacy  or  otherwife,  excfpting 
iuch  as  may  be  diflFerently  appropriated  by  the  donor.s,  to  make 
a  part  of,  or  be  put  into  the  capitHl  ftock  of  the  locicty,  which 
is  to  be  put  out  on  interefton  good  lccurity,or  otherwilc  improved 
to  the  be  ft  advantage,  and  the  income  and  profits  are  to  be  ap. 
plied  to  the  purpoies  aforefaid,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  lociciy 
ihall  judge  mod  conducive  to  aniwer  the  defign  of  their  infti. 
tution.  For  fevcral  years  pad  milTionaries  have  been  appointed 
and  liipported  by  the  ibciety  to  vifit  the  eaftcrn  parts  of  the 
di drift  of  Maine,  where  the  people  are  generally  deftitute  of 
the  means  of  religious  indruftion,  and  to  Ipcnd  the  fummcr 
months  with  them.  The  luccefs  of  thefe  miflions  have  been 
highly  latisfatlory  to  the  fociety.  Several  thoufand  booki  of 
clifl'erent  kinds,  fuited  to  the  date  of  the  people,  have  been 
purchalcd  by  the  fociety's  fundi,  and  djdnbutcd  among  them 
and  the  Oneida  Indians. 

A  part  of  this  lociety  are  a  board  of  commifTioners  from  the 
Scot's  locicty  for  promoting  Chridian.  knowledge  among  th: 
Indians  in  America, 

MASSACHUSETTS     SOCIETY     lOR     rr.OMOTINT,    AG  R  I  C  U  l.Ti:  R  i„ 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  in  1792,  in  confequcme  uf 
which  the  agricultural  committee  of  ilie  academy  is  diiToived, 
At  a  late  meeting  of  this  fociety,  in  Bofton,  a  yry  conficleur 
V)le  Turn  of  money  was  fubicribed  for  ednblifhing  a  fund  to  defray 
the  cxpcnle  of  premiums  and  bounties,  wluch  may  be  voted  by 
tlu'  fociety.  This  laudable  locifty  proinifes  the  mod  benelicial 
cficds  to  the  vStJte,  and  may  be  icckoned  among  thuie  of  the 
fird  utility, 

HISTORICAL     SOCIETY, 

A  fociety  wis  eftibiifliod  in  this  State  in  1791,  called  the 
HiSTOP^cAi.  Society,  the  prcfclled  dcfign  of  which  is  to 
colleft,  j.elcivo,  r.nd  communicate  materials  for  a  complete  hif- 
tory  of 'J\is  countiy  IVo  ii    he  beoirining  of  its  l^-ttlcmaat. 

Next  to  Pennfylvani;i,  this  Slate  his  the  greated  number  of 
focietics  for  the;  promotion  of  ufeful  knowledge  and  luiman 
happinefs:  .md  as  they  arc  founded  on  tlie  broad  balls  of  benk- 
voLtriCK,  PAiKioTiSMj  and  charity,  they  cnnnot  fail  to 
proi'per.  Thefe  iuditulions,  which  are  fad  incrcaiing  in  almod 
every  State  in  the  Union,  arc  lb  many  evidences  of  the  advanced 
and   advancing   date  of  civilization   and    improvement   in  this 
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countrv,  arid  of  the  excellence  of  our  national  government. 
They  prove  likcwil'e  that  a  free  republican  governmenf,  like 
that  of  Americaj  is  the  moft  happily  calculated  to  pro- 
oiote  a  general  difFufion  of  ulcful  knowledge,  and  the  moft 
favourable  to  the  bcncvu^ejit  and  humane  feelings  of  the  hu- 
man heart. 

LITERATURE^  COilECES,  ACADEMIES,  &C. 

Accorciing  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  every  town 
having  fifty  houfcholders  or  upwards,  is  to  be  provided  with 
one  or  more  fciiool-niaftcrs,  to  teach  children  and  youth  to  read 
and  write,  and  ihftruft  them  in  the  Englifti  language,  arithme- 
tic, orthography,  and  decent' behaviour  ;  and  where  ;iny  iown 
has  two  hundred  families,  there  is  alio  to  be  a  grammar  I'chool 
fit  up  therein,  and  Ibme  difcreet  pcrfon,  well  inflrufted  in  th6 
Latin,  (ireek  and  Englilh  languages,  procured  to  keep  the  fame, 
and  be  fuitably  paid  by  the  inliabitants.  The  penalty  fof  neg- 
left  of  ichools  in  towns  of  filty  families  is  tea  pounds — one 
hundred  families  twenty  pounds — one  hundred  and  fifty  fami- 
lies,- thirty  pounds. 

Theic  laws  refpc6ling  fchools  are  not  fo  well  regarded  irt 
many  parts  of  the  State,  as  the  wife  purpof«s  which  they  were 
intended  to  anfwer,  and  the  happinel's  of  the  people  re- 
quire. 

In  Bofton  there  are  feVen  public  fchools,  fupported  wholly  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  town,  and  in  which  the  children  of  every 
tlafs  of  citizens  freclv  aifociate.  In  the  Latin  grammar  Ichool 
the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  arc  taught,  and 
boys  quiilified  for  the  univerfities ;  into  this  fchool  none  are 
arimitted  till  ten  years  of  age,  having  been  prcvioufty  well  in- 
ftiufted  in  Englifli  grammar.  In  the  three  Englifk  grammar 
Ichools,  the  children  of  boih  iexes,  from  feven  to  fourteen  years 
cf  age,  arc  inftruftcd  in  ipelling,  accenting  and  reading  the 
Englifh  language,  both  prufc  and  verle,  with  propriety,  alfo  in 
Englifh  grammar  and  compofitiim,  together  with  the  rudiments 
of  geography;  in  the  other  three  the  fame  children  are  taught 
writing  and  arithmetic.  Theic  Ichools  are  attended  akcrnatcly, 
and  each  of  them  is  furnifhcd  with  an  uflier  or  allillnnt.  The 
mailers  of  thefe  icliools  have  each  a  i'alary  of  fix  liundred  and 
fixty-fix  and  two-thirds  dollars  per  annum,  pav;ible  quarterly. 

They  are  all  under  tlic  immediate  care  of  a  comrrarice  of 
twenty-one  citizens,  for  the  lime  being  choien  annually, 
whofe  duty  it  is  "  to  vifit    the    Ichools  at    icail  ones  in  three 
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months,  to  examine  the  fcholars  in  the  various  branches  {« 
■which  they  are  taught,  to  devifc  tlic  bcft  methods  for  the  in- 
flru£lion  and  government  of  the  fchools,  to  give  fuch  advice  to 
the  mafters  as  they  fhall  think  expedient,  and  by  all  proper 
methods  to  excite  in  children  a  laudable  ambition  to  excf'  in  a 
virtuous,  amiable  deportment,  and  in  every  branch  of  ulcful 
knowledge."  At  the  annual  vifitation  in  July  i^gj^  x\^^^ 
were  prefcnt  four  hundred  and  feventy  girls,  and  fevcn  hundred 
and  twenty  boys.  Beftdcs  thel'e  there  are  feveral  private 
fchools,  for  inftruftion  in  the  Englifh,  Latin  and  French  lan- 
guages— -in  writing,  arithmetic,  and  the  higher  branches  of  the 
mathematics — and  alfo  in  mufic  and  dancing.  Perhaps  there 
is  not  a  town  in  the  world,  the  youth  of  which  more  fully 
enjoy  the  beneBts  of  fchool  education,  than  at  Bodon.  And 
when  w6  confider  how  infeparably  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  America,  and  the  exiftence  of  its  prefent  happy  government 
are  conneflcd  with  the  education  of  children,  too  much  credit 
cannot  be  given  to  the  enlightened  citizens  of  this  town,  for 
the  attention  they  have  paid  to  this  important  bufmefs,  and 
the  worthy  example  they  have  exhibited  for  the  imitation  of 
others. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  grammar  fchools  are  the  academies, 
in  which,  as  well- as  in  the  grammar  fchools,  young  citizens  are 
fitted  for  admifhon  to  the  univerfity* 

DUMMER    ACADEMY, 

Dummer  academy,  at  Newbury,  was  founded  as  early  as 
1-756,  by  means  of  a  liberal  donation  from  the  Honourable 
"William  Dummer,  formerly  Lieutenant-governor,  and  a  worthy 
man,  whole  name  it  has  ever  fince  retained.  It  was  opened  in 
iT63,  and  incorporated  in  1-782.  By  the  aft  the  number  of 
trullecs  is  not  to  exceed  fifteen,  who  are  to  manage  the  funds 
for  the  fupport  of  the  inftruftors.  This  academy  is  at  prefent 
in  a  ti,)urilhing  Hate. 


PHltLlPS    ACADEMY,. 


and 


This  inftitution,  fituatcd  in  Andover,  wns  founded 
handfomcly  endowed,  April  21,  1778,  by  tlic  ilonounible 
Samuel  Phillips,  E(q.  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Elicx,  and 
Commonwealth  of  MaC";ichuI'ctts,  lately  decenlcd,  and  his  bro- 
ther, the  Honourable  ji)hu  Phillips,  L.  L.  D.  of  Exeter,  in  the 
State  of  Ncw-IIampfliiic.  It  was  incorporated  Oftobcr  4,  1^80. 
It  is  uuilcr  tl\c  dircflioa  of  thirteen  trullccs  of   relpeftablc  ch:- 
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pSittit  *^^  *^*  immediate  care  of  a  principal,  who  is  one  of  the 

iruftecs  ex  officio,  ar>  aflTiftant,  and  a  writing  maidcr.  They  are 
iccommodatcd  with  a  large  and  elegant  building,  ercfted  at  the 
expcnfc  of  the  founders,  and  their  brother,  the  Honourable 
WiWiam  Phillips,  Efq.  of  Lofton.  It  is  fituated  qn  a  delightful 
eminence,  near  the  manfion  houfe  of  the  Honourable  Samuel 
fhillipS)  Efq.  its  diftingui(hed  patron,  and  fon  of  the  deceafed 
founder — is  encompalTed  with  a  falubrious  air,  and  commands 
jnextenfive  profpeft.  The  lower  ftory  cntains  a  large  Ichool- 
room,  with  ample  accommodations  for  an  hundred  ftudents, 
ind  two  other  apartments  for  a  library,  f.nd  other  purpofc* ;  the 
upper  ftory  conlifts  of  a  fpacious  hall,  fiKty-four  feet  in  length, 
ind  thirty-three  feet  in  breadth,  defi^ned  fo^  exhibitions  and 
ether  public  occafions, 

The  deftgn  of  this  foundation,  according  to  its  conftitution, 
is,  "  The  promotion  of  true  piety  and  virtue,  the  inftniftion  of 
youth  in  the  Englilh,  Latin,  and  G»eek.  languages  _  together  with 
writing,  arithmetic,  p'rajftical  geometry,  mulic  ant  oratory,  logic 
and  geography  ;  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal  arts  and  I'cienccs, 
or  languages,  as  opportunity  and  ability  n^ay  hereafter  admit, 
>nd  the  truftees  {hall  direft," 


f,£ICE$TER    ACADEMY, 

This  academy,  in  the  townfhip  of  Leicefter,  and  county  of 
Worcefter,  was  incorporated  in  1784.  For  the  encouragement 
of  this  inftitution,  Ebenezer  Crafts  and  Jacob  Dayis,  Elquircs, 
generoufly  gave  a  large  and  commodious  irjanfion  houle,  lands 
and  appurtenances,  in  Leicefter. 

Williamftown,  in  the  county  of  Berkfliire  has  another  aca- 
demy. Col.  Lphraim  Williams  laid  the  foundation  of  it  by  a 
handlome  donation  iji  land$.  In  1790,  partly  by  lottery,  and 
paitly  by  the  liberal  donation  of  gentlemen  in  the  town,  a  brick 
edifice  was  eretled,  eighty-two  feet  by  forty-two,  and  four  ftories 
high,  containing  twenty-four  rooms  for  ftudents,  a  large  fchool- 
room,  a  dining-hall,  and  a  room  for  public  fpeaking.  It  has  a 
preceptor,  an  uftier,  and  a  mafter  of  the  Englifti  ichool.  The 
number  of  ftudents  is  at  prefent  between  lifty  and  fixty,  be-. 
fides  the  fcholars  of  the  free  fchool.  The  languages  and  fcien- 
ces  ufually  taught  in  the  American  colleges  are  taught  here. 
Board,  tuition,  and  other  expenfes  of  education  are  very  low ; 
and  from  its  fituation,  and  other  circumftances,  it  is  likely,  in 
a  fliort  time,  to  become  an  inftitution  of  confiderable  utility 
tfnd  importance, 
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^n  academy  at  Taunton  was  incorponttd  in  1792. 

At  Hingiiam  is  a  wclUcndowcd  fchoo!,  which,  in  honour 
of  its  principal  donor  and  founder,  iscaljcd  Dkrhy  Scuoor,. 

Thefe  acedcmies  arc  dcfigncd  to  difieminate  virtue  and  true 
«iety,  to  promote  the  education  of  youth  in  the  Englifli,  Latin 
Greek,  arid  French  langu.)gc8,  in  writing,  arithmetic,  ontorv 
geography,  praftical  geometry,  logic,  philolopliy,  and  Inch  other 
of  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  or  languages,  as  may  be  thouiht 
expedient. 

,  HA&VAR0   PNIVERSJTV. 

Tlii?  inftitution  taker,  its  date  from  the  year  1^)38.  Two 
vears  before,  the  general  court  gave  four  \\  -idred  pounds  for  tliR 
support  of  a  public  Ichool  at  Ijlewtown,  \vhich  has  fiucc  been 
call  d  Cambridge.  This  year  (1638)  the  RcV.  M'.  John  Har- 
vard,  a  >s^rthy  minifler  reliding  in  Charlefton,  died,  and  left  a 
donation  of  leven  hundred  and  fcvcjlty-nine  pounds,  for  the 
pic  of  the  foicm\;nliOned  public  fchooj.  In  honor  to  theme- 
inoi  V  of  ib  liberal  a  bcnefaftor,  the  general  pourt,  the  fame 
year,  ordered  that  the  Ichool  {hould  ^^q  the  narpe  pf  H>^rvaro 
College. 

In  1643,  the  college  was  put  upon  a  more  refpeftable  fnou 

ing  and  rhe    governor,    deputy  governor,  and    maj^iflrates,   and 

the  mini  ftirs  of  the  f^x  next  arljicent  towns,  with  the  prefidcnt, 

.  were  ereftcd  i^.to  a  corporation  for  the  ordering  and  maiKigiug 

its  c  ucern^       It  received  its  firfl  charter  in  1650. 

Camhiidgc,  in  which  thq  univerfity  is  fituated,  is  a  plcafntit 
vitl.ige>  four  miles  wcftward  from  Bofton,  cpntaining  a  number 
of  elrgant  feats,  which  are  neat  and  well-built.  Tlie  uni- 
verfity coiulfts  of  four  elegant  brick  edinces,  handTDmely  cn- 
clofed.  They  ftand  on  a  beautiful  green,  which  Ipieads  to  the 
jiorth-weft,  and  exhibit  a  plcafing  view. 

Xhc  names  of  the  levcral  buildings  are,  Harvard  Hall,  Maffa- 
chufctrs  Hall,  HoUis  H.ll  and  Holdcn  Cliapcl.  Harvard  Hall 
is  divided  into  li>:  apiirtments  ;  one  of  which  is  appropriated 
for  the  library,  one  for  the  muleum,  two  for  the  philolbphical 
apparatus ;  one  is  uled  for  a  chapel,  and  the  other  for  a  dinning 
hall.  The  library,  in  1  791,  con fi fled  of  upwards  of  thirteen 
thoufand  volumes  ;  a'ld  is  continually  increaiing  from  the  in- 
t«re(l  of  permanent  iunds,  as  well  as  from  calual  benefaftions. 
The  philofophical  appanitus  belonging  to  thia  univerfity,  coft 
between  one  thoufand  four  hundred,  and  One  thoufand  five 
hundred  pounds  fleiling,  and  is  the  moft  elegant  and  complete 
»c»f  any  in  Amcnca. 
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Aarccable  to  the  prcfcnt  conftitution  of  MafTatlmfetts,  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  Lieutcnant-govcrpor,  the  Council 
■nd  Senate,  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  univerfuy,  aiiti  fhc  niinitlcrs  of 
the  congregational  churches  in  the  towns  of  Rofton,  Cliarlcfton, 
Cambricigc,  Watcrtown,  Roxbiuy,  and  Dorchcllcr,  are,  ex 
tiriis,  ovcrfccrs  of  the  univcrfity. 

The  corporation  is  a  diftinft  body,  confiftin?,  of  Icvcn  mcm- 
berj  in  whom  i»  vcftcd  the  property  of  the  univcrfity. 

Harvard  univcrfity  has  ^  Prcftdcpt,  Emeritus  ProfeiTor  of 
Divinity — HoHifian,  Profcflbrof  Divinity — II;incock,  ProfcfTor 
of  Hebrew  and  othci  Oriental  languages — Ilollis,  Prpfeifor  of 
J^Iatbcmatics  and  Natural  Philofophy — lierCey,  Profcffor  of 
Anatomy  and  Surgery — Jlcrfcy,  ProK-dor  of  the  theory  and 
prafticc  of  Phyfic — Erving,  ProfcfTor  of  Chymiflry  and  Materia 
J^Iedica— four  tutors,  \yho  teach  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages, 
logic,  mctaphyfics,  and  ethics,  geographv  md  the  elements  of 
geometry,  natural  philofophy,  aftrouoi.  ^  nd  hiflpry;  and  a 
preceptor  of  the  French  languugc. 

This  univcrfity,  as  to  its  library,  piuiolophlcal  apparatus 
indprofefforniips,  is  at  prefcnt  the  firft  literal  y  inflitution  oi^ 
the  American  continent.  Since  its  firft  cftabjiijunent,  upwards 
of  three  thoufand  three  hundred  lludents  iiavc  j-c-ccivcd  hono- 
r.ry  degrees  frojn  its  fucccfnve  officers;  about  one*  third  of 
whom  have  been  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gofpel  minifby. 
It  has  gcnci;;  lly  from  one;  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundrcc^ 
^nd  fixty  ftiificnts. 

This  univcrfity  is  liberally  endowed,  and  Is  frequently  re- 
ceiving donations  for  the  cdubliflimcnt  of  new  profcflforfhips. 
former!"  there  was  an  annual  grant  made  by  the  Icgiflaturc 
(0  the  pnMident  and  prdfcITors,  of  from  four  to  five  hiin, 
dred  pound.-;,  which  for  feveral  years  pall  has  been  difcon- 
(inuecl. 
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The  principal  fources  of  revenue  are  land  r.nd  poll-taxes, 
and  the  falcs  of  nc'.v  lands.  Taxes  are  levied  on  all  „ males 
between  fixleen  and  fifty,  except  iuch  as  are  exempted  by  Lw — ^ 
alio  on  the  riumber  of  acres  of  improved  and  unimpfoved 
land — on  dwellinghoufes  and  bains,  warchoufcs  fturcs, '&c. 
Thcfe  are  all  valued,  and  upon  this  valuulioii  taxes  arc  laid,  fq 
jnany  pounds  for  every  one  thoufand  pounds. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitutio^^agrecd  upon  by  tho  delegates  of  the  peopl« 
of  the  State  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  in  convention  begun  and  held 
•t  Cambridge,  on  the  firft  of  September,  1779,  and  continued 
by  adjournments  to  tb^  fe(;on4  of  March,  1789. 


The  end  of  the  inflttution,  maint^ance  and  adminiftration 
of  government,  is  to  fecure  th^  exigence  of  the  body  politic 
to  prote£l  it,  and  to  furnifh  the  individuals  who  compofe  it  with 
the  power  of  enjoying,  in  fafety  and  tranquillity,  (heir  natural 
rights  and  the  blelTings  of  life;  and  whenever  thefe  great  objedg 
are  not  attained,  the  people  have  a  right  to  alter  the  government 
and  to  take  meafurcs  ncceflary  for  their  fafety,  pro[pcrity  an4 
happinefs. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  alTociation  of 
individuals;  it  is  a  focial  compa^l,  by  which  the  whole  people 
covenants  with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen,  with  the  whole 
people,  that  all  (haU  be  governed  by  certain  laws  for  the  coiri- 
jnon  good.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people,  therefore  in  framing 
.  a  conftitution  of  government,  to  provide  for  an  equitable  mode 
of  making  laws,  as  well  as  for  an  impartial  interpretation  and  a 
faithful  execution  of  them,  that  evqry  man  may  at  all  times  fin4 
his  fecurity  in  them,      f       ' 

We  therefore,  the  people  of  Maflachufetts,  acknowledging 
with  grateful  hearts  the  goodnefs  of  the  Great  Legiflature  of 
the  univerfe,  in  affording  us  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  an 
opportunity,  deliberately  and  peaceably,  without  fraud,  violence 
or  furprize,  of  entering  into  an  original,  explicit,  and  folemn 
compa6l  with  each  other  i  and  of  forming  a  new  conftitution  of 
civil  government  for  ourfelves  and  pofterity ;  and  devoutly 
imploring  his  direftion  in  fo  ihterelling  a  defign,  DO  agree 
upon,  ordain  and  eflablifli  the  following  Declaration  of 
]RiGHTS  AND  Frame  of  Goverkment,  as  the  Consti- 
tution    OF    TU&    COMHONWS^HM     0^    MaS*A.CHVSETTS, 


PECXAHATIOK    or    RIGHTS. 

I.  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  Certain  natural, 
cffential  and  unalienable  rights;  among  which  may  be  reckoned 
the  right  of  enjoying  and  dcfeiiding  their  lives  and  liberties  i 
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{hat of  acquiring,  poflefling  and  protefting  property;  in  fine, 
that  of  fselcing  and  obtaining  their  fafety  and  happinefs. 

II.  It  i>  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all' men  in  fociety, 
publicly,  and  at  ftated  feafons,  to  worfhip  the  Supreme  Being, 
the  Great  Creator  and  Preferver  of  the  univerfe.  And  no  fub- 
jeft  ihall  be  hurt,  molefted,  or  reflrained  in  his  perfon,  libertyy 
or  eftate,  for  worihipping  God  in  the  manner  and  feafon 
moft  agreeable  to  the  di^lates  of  his  own  confcience,  or  for 
his  religious  profefBon  or  fentiments,  provided  he  doth  not 
difturb  the  public  peace,  |dr' ob{lru£t  others  in  their  religious 
worfliip. 

Ill*  As  the  happinefs  of  a  people,  and  the  good  order  atid 
nrefervation  cf  civil  government,  efTentially  depend  upon  piety, 
religion,  and  morality;  and  as  thefe  cannot  be  generally  diffufed 
through  a  community,  but  by  the  inftitution  of  the  public 
worlhip  of  God,  and  of  public  inilrufliohs  in  piety,  religion, 
and  morality;  thertbfore,  to  promote  their  happinefs,  and  to 
fecure  the  good  order  and  prefervAtlon  of  their  government, 
*  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  a  right  to  invefl  their 
legiilature  with  power  to  authorife  and  require,  and  the  legif> 
Ature  ihall,  from  time  to  time,  authorife  and  require  the 
feveral  towns,  parifhes,  precin£ls,  and  other  bodies  politic,  or 
religious  focieties,  to  make  fuitable  proVifion,  at  their  own  ex- 
penfc)  for  the  inftitution'of  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and  for 
the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  public  Proteftant  teachers  of 
piety,  religion,  and  morality,  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  provifton 
{hall  not  be  made  voluntarily. 

And  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  alfo  a  right  to, 
and  do  inveft  their  legiflature  with  authority  to  enjoin  upon 
all  thefubje^s,  an  attendance  upon  the  inflruflions  of  the  public 
teachers  as  aforefaid,  at  ftated  times  and  feafofis,  if  there  be  any 
on  whofe  inftruf^ions  they  can  confcientiouAy  and  conveniently 
attend. 

Provided  notwithftanding,  that  the  feveral  towns,  parities, 
precin£ls,  and  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  focieties,  {hall, 
at  all  times,  have  the  exclufive  right  of  eleding  theit  public 
teachers,  and  of  contracting  with  them  for  their  fupport  and 
maintenance.  ^  .     •' . 

And  all  monies  paid  by  the  fubjeft  to  the  fupport  of  public 
wor{hip,  and  of  the  public  teachers  aforefaid,  {hall,  if  he  re- 
quire it,  be  uniformly  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  public 
teacher  or  teachers  of  his  own  religious  left  or  denomination, 
provided  there  be  any  on  whofe  inftruftions  he  attends,  other- 
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imlt  it  may  be  paid  toWards  the  lupport  of  thfc  teacher  6r 
teachers  of  the  parifh  or  precin£b  in  which  the  faid  modics  are 
raifed. 

Ari4    every    denoitiitiation    of  Chriftians ,  dtmtaning   them- 
felves 'peaceably^   and  as  good  fubje£ls  of  the  Commonwealth 
(hall  \k  equally  under  the  protection  of  the  law :  and  no  fub. 
ordinatibn  of  any  one  fe£l  or  denomination  to  another  fhall  ever 
be  eftabli{hed  by  law;  • 

IV.  "The  people  of  this  Commonwealth  haVe  the  fole  exclu- 
five  right  of  governing  thcmfehres  as  a  free,  fovereignj  and  in- 
dependent State;  and  do,  and  for  ever  hereafter  fhall,  excrdfc 
and  enjoy  every  power,  juriidiflion,  and  right,  which  is  not, 
4>r  may  not  hereafter  be  by  them  exprefsly  delegated  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  affcmbled. 

V.  All  power  refiding  originally  in  the  people,  and  being 
derived  from  them,  the  leveral  magiftrates  and  officers  of 
government,  veiled  with  authority,  whether  legiflative,  execu- 
tive  or  judicial,  are  their  jubflitutcs  and  agents,  and  are  at  all 
times  accountable  to  them; 

Vli  No  manj  or  corporation^  or  alTociation  of  men,,  have 
any  other  title  to  obtain  advantages^  or  particular  and  ekclulivt 
privileges,  diftinft  from  thole  of  the  community,  than  what 
arii'es  from  the  condderation  of  fervices  rendered  to  the  public; 
and  this  title  being  in  nature  neithef  hereditary  nor  tranfmiflible 
to  children,  or  dclccndants,  or  relations  by  blood,  the  idea  c.f 
a  man  born  a  magiftrate,  la-Wgiver,  or  judge,  is  abrurd  and 
imnatural 

VII.  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  good;  for 
the  protcftion,  fafety,  prolperity,  and  happinefs  of  the  peoplcj 
and  not  for  the  profit,  honour,  or  private  intereft  of  any  one 
man,  family,  or  clafs  of  menj  therefore^  the  people  alone  hav« 
an  incontedable^  unalienable,  and  indefeafible  tight  to  inflitute 
government;  and  to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the  fame, 
when  their  proteftion,  fafety,  profperity,  and  hatppinel's  re- 
quire it. 

VIII.  In  order  to  prevent  thofe  who  are  vefted  with  autho- 
rity from  becomijig  opprellbrs,  the  people  have  a  right,  at  fuch 
periods,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhall  eftablifh  by  their 
frame  of  government,  to  caule  their  public  officers  to  return  to 
private  life,  and  to  fill  up  vacant  places  by  certain  and  regular 
clcftions  and  appointments. 

IX.  All  elcftions  ought  to  be  free,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this   Conmion wealth   having    fuch    qualifications   as   they    fliall 
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tftabitfk  by  tKeir  frame  of  government,  have  an  equal  right  to 
cleft  officers,  and   id  be  ele£led  for  public  employments. 

X.  Each  individual  of  the  fociety  has  a  right  to  be  ptoteftei 
by  it,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty,  and  property,  ac- 
cording to  Aanding  hwS;  He  is  obliged,  confcquently,  to  con- 
tribute, his  fhare  to  the  e:(penfe  of  this  proteAion ;  to  give  hU 
pcrfortal  fervicc,  or  an  equivalent,  when  neceflary  :  but  no  parti 
of  the  pt-operty  of  an  individual  can,  withjuftice,  be  taken  from 
hiA,  or  applied  to  public  nfes,  without  his  own  cohfent  or  that 
of  the  reprefefttative  body  of  the  people :  in  fine,  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth  are  not  controulablc  by  any  other  law? 
than  thofe  to  which  their  conftitutional  reprcfentative  Body 
have  given  their  confent.  And  whenever  the  public  exigen* 
cics  require  that  the_  property  of  any  individual  ihould  be  ap- 
j|)ropriated  to  public  ufeSj  he  ihall  receive  a  reafonable  compen- 
fation  therefo^i 

XL  Every  fubjeft  of  the  Commonwealth  ought  to  find  a  cer- 
tain remedy,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  law'S  for  all  iojuries  or 
Wrongs  which  he  may  receive  in  his  perion,  property,  or  cha- 
rafter*  He  ought  to  obtain  right  and  juftice  freely,  and  without 
being  obliged  to  purchafe  it,  completely  arid  without  any  denial, 
,  promptly  arid  without  delayj  conformably  to  the  laws. 

XII.  No  fubjeft  (hall  be  held  to,  anfwer  for  any  crime  or 
offence,  until  the  fame  is  fully  and  plainly,  fubftantially  and  for- 
mally, defcribed  to  him  }  or  be  compelled  to  accufc,  or  furniftt 
evidence  againft  himfelf*  And  every  fubjeft  (hall  have  a  right 
to  produce  all  proofs  that  may  Se  favourable  to  him ;  to  meet 
the  witneiTes  againft  him  face  to  face,  and  to  be  fully  heard  in 
his  defence  by  himlelf  or  his  counfel,  at  his  elcftion.  And  no 
fubjeft  ftiall  be  arrefted,  imprifoned,  dcfpoiled,  or  deprived  of 
his  property,  imm<inities,  or  piivileges,  put  out  of  the  pro- 
tcftion  of  the  law,  exiled,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty, 
or  eftate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of 
the  land. 

And  the  legiflature  Ihall  not  make  any  law  that  fliall  fub- 
jeft  any  pcrfon  to  a  capital  or  infamous  punifliment,  excepting 
for  the  government  of  the  army  and  navy,  without  trial  by 
jury. 

XIII.  In  criminal  profecutions,  the  verification  oFfafts  in  the 
vicinity  where  they  happen,  is  one  of  the  greatcft  iccuritics  of 
the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen. 

XIV.  Every  iubjeft  has  a  right  to  be  fee u re  from  all  unrea- 
fonable  I'earchcs,  and  fei;tures  of  his  perfon,  his  houl'es,  his 
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p^rs,  and  all  his  pofTclTions.  All  >varrants,  therefore,  are  con- 
trary to  this  rightj  if  the  caufe  or  foundation  of  them  be  not  pre- 
v^uufly  fupported  by  oath  or  afHrtnatiun  ;  and  if  the  order  in  a 
\varrant  to  a  civil  officer,  to  make  I'earch  in  all  fufpeffced  places, 
or  to  arreft  one  or  more  fufpefted  perfons,  or  to  feize  their  pro- 
perty, be  not  accompanied  with  a  fpecial  deiignation  of  the 
pcrCons  or  objefls  of  t'e^rch,  arreil,  or  feizure  ;  and  no  warrant 
ought  to  be  ifTucdj  but  in  cafes  and  with  the  formalities  pre- 
Icribcd  by  the  laws. 

XV.  In  all  controvcrfics  concerning  property,  and  in  all  fuiis 
between  two  or  more  perfons,  except  in  cafes  in  which  it.  has 
heretofore  been  othcrways  ufed  and  praflifed,  the  parties  have 
.1  right  to  a  trial  by  a  jury  ;  and  this  method  of  procedure  fliall 
be  held  facred,  unlcfs,  in  caufes  arifing  on*  the  high  feas,  and 
iuch  as  relate  to  mariners  wages,  the  legiflaturc  (hall  hereafter 
find  it  necefTary  to  alter  it. 

XVI.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  eiflential  to  the  fecurlty  of 
freedom  in  a  State  ;  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  retrained  in 
tins  Commonwealth. 

XVII.  The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  to  bear  arms  for 
the  common-  defence.  And  as  in  time  of  peace  armies  are  dan- 
gerous to  liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  maintained  without  the 
conCent  of  the  Icgiflnture  ;  and  the  military  power  (hall  always 
be  held  in  exafb  lubordination  to  the  civil  authority,  and  be 
governed  by  it. 

XVI II.  A  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  conftitution,  and  a  conftant  adherence  to  thofe  of  piety, 
juflice,  moderation,  temperance,  induftry,  and  frugality,  are  ab- 
folutely  ncceffary  to  prcferve  the  advantages  of  liberty,  and  to 
maintain  a  free  government.  The  people  ought,  conicquently, 
to  have  a  particular  attention  to  all  thofe  principles  in  the 
choice  of  their  officers  and  reprcfentatives  ;  and  they  have  a 
j^ight  to  require  of  their  lawgivers  and  magiftrates  an  exaft 
and  conftant  obfervance  of   them,  in  the   formation   and  exe- 

.  oution  of  all  laws  neceifary  for  the  good  adminiflration  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

XIX.  The  people  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable 
manner,  toaffemblc  to  confult  upon  ihe  common  good  ;  glv^  in- 
flruftions  to  their  reprcfentatives,  and  to  requefl  of  the  legif- 
lative  body,  by  the  way  of  addreffes,  petitions  or  remonftrftn- 
ces,  redrel's  of  the  wrongs  done  them,  and  of  the  grievances 
they  fuii'er. 

XX.  The  power  of   fufpcnding   the  laws,  or  tlie   execution 

of  tlix:  laws,  ought  never  to  be  exercifcd  but  by  the  legiflaturc, 
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•r  by  autliorUy  derived  from  it,   to  be  excrcifcd  in  fuch  par- 
ticular cafes  only  as  the  legiflature  (hnll  exprefsly  provid  for. 

XXI.  Tho  freedom  of  deliberation,  fpeech,  and  debate,  in 
either  Iloufe  of  the  Legiflature,  is  fo  eflential  to  the  rights  of 
the  people,  that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  accuCation  or 
profecution,  a£lion  or  complaint,  in  any  other  couit  or  place 
whatfoever. 

XXII.  The  legiflature  ought  frequently  to  afl*enible  for  the 
redreis  of  grievances,  for  corrcjEiing,  flrengthening,  and  con- 
firming the  laws,  and  for  making  new  laws,  as  the  common 
good  may  require. 

XXIII.  No  fubfidy,  charge,  tax,  Unpoft,  or  duties,  ought  to 
be  eftabliibed,  fixed,  laid^  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  what- 
foever^ (without  the  ponlent  of  ^he  people,  or  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  the  legiflature^  < 

XXIV.  Laws  ma,de  to  puni/h  for  aftions  done  before  the 
fxiilence  of  fuch  laws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared  crimes 
by  preceding  laws,  are  unjuft,  opprcflive^  »jn\  inconfiflent  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  a  free  government. 

XXV.  No  fubjcft  ought,  in  any  cafe,  or  in  any  time^  to  be 
declared  guilty  of  treafon  or  felony  by  the  legiflature.       ' 

XXVI.  No  magiftrate  or  court  of  law  fliall  demand  exceffivc 
bail  or  furptics,  imjpofe  eijccefliye  fiixes,  or  infliO;  cruel  or  unufual 
punifliments, 

XXVII.  In  time  of  peace,  no  foldicr  ought  to  be  quartered 
in  any  houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner  ;  and  in  tim*,  of 
war,  fujch  quarters  ought  not  to  be  .made  but  by  the  civil  m^gi-. 
(Irate,  in  a  manner  ordained  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVIII.  No  perfon  can  in  any  cafe  be  jTubjef^ed  to  law 
martial,  or  to  any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  ex- 
cept thofe  employed  in  the  army  or  navy,  and  ex,cep.t  ,t,hc  miJiti^ 
in  afiual  fervice,  but  bv  authority  of  the  legiilajure, 

XXIX.  It  is  effcntial  to  tfee  prefervation  of  th.e  right*  of 
every  individual,  his  life,  liberty,  property,  and  charafter,  that 
there  be  an  impartial  interpretation  of  the  Jaws,  and  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juftice.  It  is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  be  tried  by 
judges  as  free,  impartial,  and  independent,  as  th^lot  of  huma- 
nity will  admit,  It  is  therefore  not  only  the  befl;  policy,  but 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  of  every 
citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  judicial  court"  fhould 
hold  their  offices  as  long  as  they  behave  ihemfclves  well  ; 
and  that  they  flaould  have  honourable  I'alaries,  ai'certaincd  and 
/eljt^bliflicd  by    ftanding  laws. 
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XXX,  In  the  government  of  thi#  Gommonwcalth,  the  le^ 
giflative  department  fhall  never  cxerfifc  the  executive  an4 
judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them  ;  the  executive  {hall  never 
«crcifc  the  Icgiflative  and  judicial  powers,  or  cither  of  themi 
the  judicial  fliall  never  exercife  the  legiflativc  and  exeputivc 
j)owcrs,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  en4  "  may  be  «  jjovcrnxnent 
of  laws^  iji4  not  of  mcn^  -  ^ 
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I.  The  department  of  legJflation  ihall  be  formed  by  twn 
branches,  a  Senate,  and  House  or  REPRESENXAxtvES,  each  of 
which  fhall  have  a  negative  on  the  other, 

The  legiOativc  body  fhall  affemblc  every  year  on  the  laft 
Wednefday  in  May,  and  at  fuch  other  times  as  they  (hall  judge 
tiecellary }  and  fhall  diffolve  and  be  diflolved  on  the  day  next 
preceding  the  faid  laft  Wednefday  in  May,  and  fliall  be  ftiled 
The  General  Coprt  Qr  Massachusexxs. 

II.  No  bill   or   refolve    of  the   Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprc- 
fcntativcs  fliall  liecomc    a    law,  and  have  force  as   fuch,  until 
It   flialj  have  becri    laid  before  the   governor  for  his  revifal  ; 
pnd    if   he,    upon     fuch    revifion,   approve  thereof,     he    fliall 
fignify  his  approbation  by   figning   the   fame.     3ut  if  he  have 
?ny   objeftion  to  the   pafling  of  fuch  bill  or  refolve,   he  fliall 
teturn  the  fame,  together  with  his  objeftions  thereto,  in  writ- 
ing, to  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Rcprefientativcs,  in  which  focver 
the  fame  fliall  have  originated ;  who  fliall  enter  the  objeftions 
fent  down   by   the   governor  at  Jarge  on    their   records,,   and 
proceed  to  re-confider  the   faid  bill  or   refolve.      But   if  after 
fuch  re-confider^tiop,  two-thirds  of  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  fliall,  notwithftanding  the  faid  objeftions,   agree 
fo  pafs  the  fame,  it  fhall  together  with  the  objeftions,  be  lent 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  legiflature,  where   it  fliall  alfo  be 
|-e-confidered,  and   if  approvod  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
prefent,  it   fliall  have   the  force  of  a  law.      But   in   all   fuch 
^afes,  the  votes  of  both  Houfes  {hall  be   determined    by  yeas 
and  nays  *,   and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  or  againfl? 
fhe  faid  bill   or  refolve,  fliall   be  entered  upon  the  public   re- 
Cords  of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  unncceflfary  delays,  if  any  bill   or 
tcfolve  fhall  not  be  returned  by  the   governor  within    five  days 
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after  it  ftiall  have  been  prefented,  the  lame  fiuU  have  the  forca 
of  a  law. 

Ill*  The  general  court  lha]l  for  ever  have  full  power  an4 
authority  to  ere£l  and  conftitute  judicatories  and  courts  of  re-r 
cord  or  other  courts,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  Common-' 
wealth,  for  the  hearing,  trying,  and  determining  all  manner  of 
crimes,  offences,  pleas,  pruceifes,  plaints,  a£lions,  matters, 
icaulcs,  and  things  whatfoever,  ariftng  or  happening  within  the 
Cotninon wealth,  or  between  or  concerning  perl'ons  inhabiting, 
pr  refiding,  or  brought  within  the  fame,  whether  the  fame  be 
criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the  faid  crimes  be  capital  or  not 
capital,  *  and  whether  the  faid  pleas  be  rea],  perfonal,  or  mixed ; 
and  for  the  awarding  and  making  out  of  execution  thereupon; 
to  which  courts  and  judicatories  are  hereby  given  and  granted 
futl  power  and  atithority  from  time  to  time  to  adminifter  oaths 
or  affirmations,  for  the  |[>etter  difcpvery  of  tri^'th  in  any  matter 
^n  controverly  or  depending  before  them. 

IV.  And  further,  full  power  a^d  authority  are  hereby  giyeo 
and  granted  to  the  faid  General  Court  from  time  to  time  to 
make,  ordain,  and  eftablifh  all  manner  of  wholefome  and  rea- 
fonable  orders,  laws,  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  dire^ions  and 
^ndruiElions,  either  with  penalties  or  without,  fo  as  the  lame 
|)e  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  conilitution^  as  they  Ihall 
judge"  to  be  for  the  good  ^nd  welfare  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  for  the  government  and  ordering  thereof,  and  of  the  fubjefts 
of  the  lame,  and  for  the  ijcfcifary  fupport  and  defence  of  the 
government  thereof;  and  \p  name  and  fettle  annually,  or  pro- 
vide by  fixed  laws,  fur  the  naming  aqd  fettling  all  civil  oncers 
within  the  rai4  Con^monwealth,  the  elej^ion  and  conflitutioi^ 
pf  whpm  are  not  hereafter  in  this  form  of  goverument  other- 
wile  provided  for;  and  to  fet  forth  the  feveral  duties,  powers, 
and  limits,  of  the  feveraj  civil  and  military  officers  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  the  forms  of  fuch  oaths  or  affirmations  as 
^all  be  refpeftively  adminiftcred  unto  them  for  the  executiotiT 
of  their  feveral  ofSces  and  places,  fo  as  the  fame  be  not  repugr 
nant  or  contrary  to  this  conf^itution ;  and  to  impofe  and  levy 
proportional  and  reafonable  afieffments,  rates,  and  taxes,  upon 
all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  perfons  refident,  and  eftates  lying 
within  the  i'lid  Commonwealth ;  and  alio  to  impofe  and  levy 
reafonable  duties  and  excifes  upon  any  produce,  goods,  wares, 
merchandizes,  and  commodities  whatfoever,  brought,  into,  pror 
duced,  manufaftured,  or  being  within  the  fame,  to  be  iil'ued 
and  difpol'fd   of  by   warrant  under  the  hand  of  tlie  governor  of 
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this  Commonwealth  for  the  lime  being,  with  the  advice  and 
conl'ent  of  the  council,  for  the  public  Icrvice,  in  the  necelfarv 
defence  and  fuppoit  of  the  government  of  the  faid  Common- 
wealth, and  the  protection  and  prefervation  of  the  fuhjeQH 
thereof,  according  to  fuch  a£b  as  are  or  {hull  be  in  force  within 
the  fame. 

And  while  the  public  charges  of  government,  or  any  part 
thereof,  (hall  be  aiTeffed  on  polls  and  edatcs,  in  the  manner 
that  has  hitherto  been  praflil'ed;  in  order  that  fuch  afleirmentt 
may  be  made  with  equality,  there  ihall  be  a  valuation  of  eftates 
within  the  Commonwealth  taken  anew  once  in  every  ten 
years  at  the  lead,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the  general  court  (hall 
order. 


SENATB.  / 

I.  There  (hall  be  annually  elcftcd  by  the  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  qualified  as  in  this 
conftitution  is  provided,  forty  peribns  to  be  couniellors  and 
fenators  for  the  year  enfuing  their  eleftion,  to  be  choCen  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  diilri£ls  into  which  the  Commonwealth  maty 
from  time  to  time  be  divided  by  the  general  court  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  And  the  general  court,  ih  afligning  the  numbers  to  be 
clefted  by  the  refpe£tive  diflrifls,  fhall  govern  themfielves  by  the 
proportion  of  the  public  taxes  paid  by  the  faid  di{lri£i!>,  and 
timely  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Common weahli, 
the  limits  of  each  di{lri£l:,  and  the  number  of  counfclioVs  and 
fenators  to  be  chofen  therein,  provided  that  the  number  of 
fuch  diftrifls  fhall  be  never  lels  than  thirteen,  and  that  no 
diilri^  be  fo  large  as  to  entitle  the  fame  to  chufe  more  than  fix 
fenators. 

And  the  fcveral  counties  in  this  Commonwealth  fhall,  until 
the  general  court  (hall  determine  it  ncceffary  to  alter  the  laid 
di(lri£ls,  be  diilrifls  for  the  choice  of  couniellors  and  fenators 
(except  that  the  counties  of  Dukes  county  and  Nantucket,  fliall 
form  one  di(lri£l  for  that  purpofe)  and  fhall  eleft  the  following 
pumber  for  counfellors  and  fenators,  viz.  ' 


Suffolk     . 
£(fex 

Middlefex 

Hampihire 

Plymouth 

^arnflable 

jBriftol 


6 
6 

5 

4 

3 
1 

3 


York       .... 
Dukes  county  &  Nantucket 
Worcefter  .  .  . 

Cumberland  .  . 

Lincoln  .  .  . 

Berkfhire  .  .  . 
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II.  The  fenite  ihall  be  the  firft  brtnch  of  the  legiflature;  and 
the  I'enators  (hall  be  chofen  in  the  following  manner,  vis.  there 
(hall  be  a  meeting  on  the  fir  ft  Monday  ..%  April  annually,  fur 
ever,  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  town  in  the  feveral  counties  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  be  called  by  the  feleA  men^  and  warned 
in  due  courl'c  of  law,  at  lead  feven  day$  before  the  itrd  Mon- 
day in  April,  for  the  purpofe  nf  eie6ling  perfon»  to  be  fenatorft 
and  counfellors:  and  at  fuch  meetings  every  male  inhtbitant 
of  twenty>one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  having  a  freehold 
eftate  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  annual  income  of  three 
pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  value  of  fixty  pounds,  (hall  have 
a  right  to  give  his  vote  for  the  fenators  for  the  diftt  ift  of  which 
he  is  an  inhabitant.  And  to  remove  all  doubts  concerning  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "inhabitant,"  in  this  conftitution^  every 
perfon  (hall  be  confidered  as  an  inhabitant,  for  the  purpofe  of 
cle£ling  and  being  elefled  into  any  ofHce  or  place  within  thi» 
State,  in  that  town,  diilri£l,  or  plantation,  where  he  dwellcth^ 
or  hath  his  home. 

The  fele£t  men  of  the  feveral  towns  (hall  preHde  at  fuch  meet- 
ings impartially,  and  (hall  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  inhabitants 
of  fi^ch  towns  prefent,  and  qualified  to  vote  for  fenatort,  and 
(hall  fort  and  count  them  in  open  town-meeting,  and  in  prefencc 
of  the  town  clerk,  who  (hall  make  a  fair  record,  in  prefence 
of  the  I'eleft  men,  and  in  open  town  meeting,  of  the  name  of 
every  perfon  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  againd 
his  name;  and  a  fair  copy  of  this  record  (hall  be  atteded  by  the 
fele£l  men  and  the  town  clerk,  and  fha'll  be  Ifealed  up,  dire^ed 
w  the  fecrctary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being,  with 
a  fuperfcription  cxprcfling  the  purport  of  the  contents  thereof, 
and  delivered  by  the  town  clerk  of  fuch  towns  to  the  (herifFof 
the  county  in  which  fuch  town  lies,  thirty  days  at  leaft  before 
the  lafl  Wedneiday  in  May  annually;  or  it  (hall  be  delivered 
into  the  lecvetary's  office  fcventccn  days  at  leaft  before  the 
laid  la  ft  Wednefday  in  May;  and  the  (herifF  of  each  county 
ihall  deliver  all  (uch  certificates  by  him  received  into  the 
fccretary's  of&ce  fcventeen  days  before  the  faid  laft  WednClday 
in  May. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  Unincorporated,  qualified 
as  this  conftitution  provides,  who  are  or  (hall  be  impowered 
or  required  to  aflefs  taxes  upon  themfelves  towards  the  fupport 
of  government,  (hail  have  the  fame  privilege  of  voting  for 
Counfellors  and  fenators  in  the  plantations  where  they  refide, 
as  town  inhabitants  have  in  their  refpcflive  towns;  and  the 
plantation   meetings   for  that  purpofe  (hall  be  held  annually  on 
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the  f«mc  iirft  Mondty  in  April,  tt  fuch  place  in  the  plantations 
refpeflively  as  the  •(Tefliort  thereof  (hall  direA;  which  .^I'-fTors 
(hall  have  like  authority  for  notifying  the  elcAora,  ci)lltfting 
*  and  returning  the  votes,  as  the  feleft  men  and  town  clerks  have 
m  their  feveral  towns  by  this  conftitution.  And  all  other 
jterlbnt  living  In  places  unincorporated  (qualified  as  afurefaid) 
who  fliall  be  alfeflied  to  the  fupport  of  government  by  the  a(fer- 
Tors  of  an  adjacent  town,  fhall  have  the  privilege  of  giving  in 
their  votes  for  counfellors  and  fenatorsj  in  the  town  where  thry 
(hall  be  alTefTed,  and  be  notified  of  the  place  of  meeting  by  the 
deleft  tnen  of  the  town  where  they  (hall  be  affefTed,  for  that 
purpofc  accordingly. 

III.  And  that  there  may  be  a  due  convention  of  fcnators  on 
the  laft  Wednefday  in  May,  annually,  the  governor  and  five 
of  the  council  foi*  the  time  being  (hall,  as  foon  as  may  be,  exa- 
mine the  retuVned  copies  of  fuch  records  \  and  fourteen  days 
before  the  faid  day  he  (hall  ifTue  his  fummons  to  fuch  perfons  as 
(hall  appear  to  be  chofen  by  the  majority  of  voters,  to  attend  on 
that  day  and  take  their  feats  accordingly;  provided  neverthelcfs^ 
that  for  the  iii-ft  year  the  faid  returned  copies  (hall  be  examined 
by  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council  of  the  former  conflitu- 
tion  of  government :  and  the  laid  prefident  fhall,  in  like  man- 
ner, ifTue  his  fummons  to  the  perfons  fo  ele£led,  that  they  may 
take  their  feats  as  afurefaid. 

IV.  The  Senate  (hall  be  the  final  judge  of  the  eleflions,  re- 
turns^ and  qualifijcatidns  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out 
in  the  conflitution,  and  (hall,  on  the  laid  lafl  Wednefday  in 
May  annually,  determine  and  declare  who  are  ele6lcd  by  each 
di(lri£l  to  be  feijators  by  a  majority  of  Votes ;  and  in  cafe 
there  (hall  not  appear  to  be  the   full    number  of  fcnators  eltibd 

.  by  a  majority  of  votes  for  any  diflrift,  the  deficiency  fliall  be 
fupplied  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  The  members  of  the 
Houfe  of  ReprefentatiVcs,  and  luch  fenators  as  fhall  be  declared 
cle£led,  (hall  take  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as  (hall  be  found  to 
have  the  highefl  number  of  votes  in  fuch  diftrift,  and  not  clcft- 
ed,  amounting  to  twice  the  number  of  fenators  waiting,  if 
there  be  fo  many  voted  for:  and  out  of  thefe  fhall  ele^  by 
ballot  a  number  of  fenators  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in 
fuch  diflrifl,  and  in  this  manner  all  fuch  vacancies  fhall  be  filled 
in  every  diflri^  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  in  like  manner  all 
vacancies  in  the  Senate,  ariling  by  death,  removal  out  of  the 
State  or  otherwife,  fhall  be  fupplied  as  foon  as  may  be,  after 
Xuch  vacancies  (hall  happen. 
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v.  ^rovid«dl  nevtrthelert,  thit  no  peHon  (haH  bd  eapble  of 
being  elefted  at  •  fenator,  who  U  noi  r«if«d  in  hit  own  rigbc 
of  a  freehold  within  thil  Cdmmonwealth  of  the  value  of  thi>ee 
hundred  pounda  at  lcaft|  or  potTeflcd  of  pcrfonal  f(bte  to  tho 
Value  of  fik  hundred  pouada  at  leaft,  or  of  both  to  the  amount 
of  the  fame  fum,  and  who  haa  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this 
Commonwealth  for  the  fpate  of  five  ycara  immediately  precede 
ing  hia  eleftion,  and  at  the  time  oi  hia  eleflion  he  (halt  be  aA 
inhabitant  in  the  diftrift  lor  wliith  he  fhall  be  chofeni 

VI.  The  Senate  (hall  have  power  to  adjourn  themfelves,  pro* 
Vided  fuch  a^joummenta  do  not  exceed  two  daya  at  a  time.        ' 

VII.  The  Senate  (hall  chufe  ita  own  preltdent^  appoint  its  Owa 
bfficerai  and  determine  ita  own  rulea  of  proceedings. 

VIII;  The  Senate  (hall  be  a  court  with  full  authority  to  hear 
and  determine  all  impeachments  made  by  the  Heufe  of  Repre- 
femativei  ligiiftft  any  o(Bcer  or  officers  of  the  Commonwealth^ 
for  mifconduft  and  mal-admihiftratioh  in  their  o(Bcea.  But 
nrevioua  to  the  trial  of  every  impeathment,  the  members  of  ther 
Senate  (hall  refpeftively  be  (Worn,  truly  and  impartially  to  try 
and  determine  the  Charge  in  (|ue(lioo  according  to  evidence* 
Their  judgment,  hoWevef,  (hall  not  extend  fuhher  than  to 
temoval  front  office,  and  difttfualifieation  to  hold  or  enjoy  any 
place  or  hohour^  tru(t,  or  pro(it,  under  this  Commonwealth} 
but  the  party  fo  convifted  (hall  be,  neverthelefs,  liable  to  in- 
diftment,  trial,  judgment^  and  puni(hment^  according  to  th« 
iawa  of  the  land; 

IX;  Not  lefa  than  fixteen  members  of  the  Senate  (hall  coii^ 
ftitute  a  quorum  for  doing  bufmefa^ 


t.  Tfie're  /Kail  be  in  the  legidature  of  this  (Commonwealth 
a  reprefentation  of  the  people  aimually  ele^d,  and  founded 
upon  the  principle  of  c(|uality« 

IL  And  in  order  to  provide  for  a  reprefentafion  of  the  dti- 
ttxii  of  this  Commonwealth  founded  on  the  principle  of  equa- 
lity, eVcry  corporate  town  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty 
rateable  polls,  may  ele3  one  reptefentative :  every  corporate 
town  containing  three  hundred  and  feventy-(ive  rateable  polls, 
may  cleft  two  reprefentatives  :  every  corporate  town  containing 
fix  hundred  rateable  polls,  may  eleft  three  reprefentatives ;  aha 
proceeding  in  that  manner,  malting  two  hundred  and  twenty" 
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five  rateable  polls,  the  mean  increafing  number  foi*  eycry  ^iAU 
tional  reprefentative. 

Provided  nevertheleft,  that  cnch  town  now  incorporated,' 
not  having  one  hundi-ed  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may  elcft 
one  reprefentative  :  but  no  place  ftiall  hcreaftcTr  be  incor- 
porated with  the  privilege  of  elefting  a  reprclentativc,  un- 
kfsi  there  are  within  the  fame  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratea- 
ble pnlls; 

And  the  Hbuftf  6f  Rcprefentatlves  Aiall  have  power  from 
ftime  to  time  to  impofe  fines  upon  fuch  towns  as  (hall  negleft 
to  chufe  and  return  members  to  the  fame,  agreeably  to  this' 
eonftitution. 

The  ex^enci^i  tt  travelltng.  to  the  general  a{rembly)  and 
returning  home  once  in  every  feffion  and  no  more,  (hall  be 
paid  by  the  govern menC  out  of  the  public  tfeatury,  to  every 
member  who  fhall  attend  as  feafonably  as  he  can,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Houfe,  and  does  hot  depart  without  leave. 

III.  Every  member  of  the  Hotife  of  Reprefentatives  fhalt 
be  chofen  by  written  Votes  ;  and  for  owe  year  at  leaft  next 
preceding  the  cleftion  ftiall  have  been  ain  irihabitant  of,  and 
have  been  feifed  in  his  own  right  of  a  freehold  o^f  the  value 
of  one  hundred  pounds  within  the  town  he  fhall  be  chofen 
to  reprei'ent,  or  any  rateable  eftate  to  the  value  of  £wo  hun- 
dred pounds  ;  and  he  fhall  Ceafe  to  reprefent  tbe.faid  town, 
immediately  on  his  ceafing  to  be  qualified  as  afoi-efaid, 

IV.  Every  male  perfon,  being » twenty-one  years  of  age,^ 
afed  refident  in  any  particular  town  in  this  Coihmonwealth 
for  the  fpace  of  one  year  next  preceding,  having  a  freehol(i 
eftate  within  the  fame  town,  of  the  annual  income  of  three 
pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  vahie  of  fixty  pounds,  fhall 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  reprefentative  or  re- 
prefentatit'es  for  the  laid  town. 

V.  The  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fhall  be' 
chofen  annually  in  the  month  of  May,  ten  days  at  leaft  be- 
fore the   liift    Wcdnefday  of  that  month. 

VI.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fhall  bte  the  grand  in- 
q'ueft  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  all  impeachments  made  by 
them  ihall  be  heard  and  tried -by  the   Seriate. 

VII.  All  money-bSls  fhall  originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fematiyrs,  but  the  Senate  may  propofe  or  concur  with  amend- 
ments as  on  other  bills.  ■  f 

"VIII,   The  Houfe  of    Rep rcfentaf Ives  ftiall    have  power  to' 
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""jwJjourn   themfelves  provided    fuch   adjournment  ftiall  not  exr 
ceed  two  days  at  a  time. 

IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixty  member?  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcn- 
tatives  fhall  cunftitutc  a  ijuorum  for  doing  bufinefs. 

X.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  flaall  be  the  judge  of  the 
returns,  elei^ions,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  as 
pointed  but  in  tlic  conilitution ;  (hall  chufe  their  own  fpeak- 
er, '  appoint  their  own  of&cers,  and  fettle  the  rules  and 
orders  pf  projceeding  in  their  o\yn  Houfe.  They  fhall  have 
ajithority  to  punilh  by  imprifonment  every  perfon,  not  a 
member,  who  fhall  be  guilty  of  difrefpeft  to  the  Houfe,  by 
any  difordcrly  or  contemptuous  behavio.ur  in  its  prefence  ;  or 
.who,  in  the  town  where  the  general  court  is  fitting,  and 
during  the  time  of  its  fitting,  Ihall  threaten  harm  to  the  body 
or  eftate  of  any  of  its  members,  for  any  thing  faid  or  done 
in  the  JHoufe  ;  or  who  (hall  alfault  any  of  them  therefor,  or 
who  {ha,ll  affault  or  arreft  any  witnefs  or  Other  perfon  or- 
dered to  attend  the  Houfe,  in  his  way  in  going  or  return- 
ing, or  who  ^all  refcuc  any  perfon  a,rrefted  by  the  prder  of 
the  Houfe^ 

And  no  tipicmbcr  of  the  Hojife  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be 
srrelled  or  held  to  bail  on  mefne  procefs,  during  his  going 
jinto,  returning  from,  or  his  attending  the  geneial  aflembly. 

XI.  The  Senate  fliall  haye  the  fame  powers  in  the  like 
cafes ;  and  the  governor  and  council  fhall  have  the  fame 
authority  to  punifh  in  like  cafes.  |*rovided,  that  no  impri- 
fonment on  the  warrant  or  order  o^  the  .Governor,  Council, 
Senate,  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  for  either  of  the  above 
dcfcribed  offences,  be  for  a  term  exceeding  thirty  days. 

And  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  may  try  and 
determine  all  cafes  where  their  rights  and  privileges  are  con- 
cerned, and  which  by  the  conftitution  they  have  authority  to 
try  and  determine  by  committees  of  their  own  members,  or 
in  fuch  other  way  as  they  may  refpeflively  think  beft. 

/COVERNOR. 


I.  There  (hall  be  a  fupreme  executive  magiftrate,  who  fltall 
be  ftiled  The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  whole  title  fliall  be,  His  ExcELLENcy. 

II.  The  governor  fliall  be  chofen  apnually  ;  and  no  perfon 
fliall  be  eligible  to  this  oiHce,  unlefs  at  the  time  of  hif 
^e£lion  he    fhall    have   been   an    inhabitant  of  this  Commjon- 
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wsalth  for  fevcn  years  next  preceding ;  and  unle(i  he  (haH 
,at  the  fame  time  be  feiled  in  hi^  own  right  of  a  freehold 
within  the  Cotximonwealth  of  ^he  value  of  oi>e  thoufand 
pounds  ;  and  unlef$  h^  (halji  declare  himfelf  to  jie  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

III.  Thofe  perfonf  vhp  ft»all  be  qualified  to  vote  for^fc- 
nators   an4  reprefentatiye?   within  the   feveral    towns    pf  thi| 
Commonwealth,  ihall,    at  a  meeting   to    be    called    for  that 
purpoic  on  the   firft  Monday  of  April  anpually^  giye  in  their 
votes  for  a  governor,  to  the  fele^i  men  who  (hall  prefide  at 
£tKh  meetings ;  and  the  town-plerH,  in  the  prefence,  and  with 
^lie  a0i^nce  of  the  fele^  men,   fhall,  in  open   town   meet* 
ing,  fort    and   count  fhe  votes,   and  form  a   lifl  of   the  per- 
Xbns  vo^ed  for,    with   the   number  of  votes  for   each   perfon 
Ugatnft  his  name }  and  i}fi»\l  ma]^c  a   fair  record  of  the  fame 
in  th«   town  booH^t   >nd  a   public   declaration   thereof  in  the 
jfaid  meeting  y  and  (hall,   in  the    prefence  of  the   inhabitants^ 
feal  up  copies  of  the  faid  Uft»  atteftcd  by  him  apd  the  fclefii 
inen,   and    tranfmit    the    fame   to    the    iheriiF  of  the   county, 
thirty  days  at  lead   before  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  ;    and 
the  fheriff  ihall  tranfmit    the   fame    to  the    Secretary's    office^ 
ieventeen  days  at  leafl  before  the  faid  laflf  Wednefday  in  May  ^ 
pr  the   fe^e^  men  niay    caufe  returns   of  the   fame  to  be  made 
to  the  oi^cc  of  the   fccretary   of  the    Commonwealth,   fcven- 
teen   days    at    leail   before  the    faid    day  ;    and  the    fecretary 
fhall  lay   the   fame  jiefore  the    ^enate,   and  th<;  Houfe  of  Re. 
prefcntatives,  on  the  la  ft  Wednefday  in  M^y,  to  be  by  them 
jexamin^d  ;    and   in    cafe    of  an  eleflien    by    the   majority   of 
all  the  votes  returned,  the  choice    fhall   be  by  (hem  declared 
and   publifhed  ;    but    if    po  perfon   (hall   have    a    majority  of 
votes,  the  |loufe  of  Reprcfcntatiyes  fhall,   by  ballot,  cleft  two 
put  of  four  perfpps  who   had   thp   higheft  number  of   votes, 
if   fp   many    (hall    have    been    voted    for  \   buj    if   othcrwife, 
put    of  the    number    voted    for,    and    n)aUc    returp   to   thq 
Senate   ojF   the  two  pcrfons  fo   elefled,    on  which  the  Senate 
(hall  proceed  by    ballot,    ^o   ele^  one,   who  {hall  be   declared 
governpr. 

IV.  *rhe  governor*  fhall  have  authority  from  -time  \o  time, 
at  his  difcret^on,  to  alTemble  and  call  together  the  coun- 
fellors  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being ;  and  the 
governor,  with  thf  fsld  counfcllors,  or  five  of  them  at  leaft, 
jihall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  hold  and  )(eep  a  coun> 
cil  for  the  ordering  and  direfting  the  affairs  of  the  Com* 
monwcalth,  agreeably  to  the  conftitution  and  the  law|^  'o| 
the  land* 
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v.  The  Kover/ior,  with  advice  of  council,  (hall  have  full 
power  and  authority,  during  the  f  .ITton  of  the  general  court^ 
to  adjourn  or  prorogue  the  lame,  to  auy  tinie  the  twp 
^oufes  ihall  dcHre  ;  and  to  diilolve  the  fame,  on  ^he  {day 
next  preceding  the  lad  Wednefday  in  May  }  and,  ip.  the 
rece^  of  the  faid  court,  to  prorogue  ibe  faii?e,  from  time  to 
fime,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  in  any  one  recels  :  an4  tp 
call  it  together  fooner  than  the  time  to  >rhich  it  may  be 
adjourned  or  prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  Commcnr 
wealth  (hall  require  the  lame.  And  in  cafe  of  any  infedi- 
(pus  di^lemper  prevailing  in  the  place  where  the  faid  court 
il  nejct  at  any  time  to  convene,  or  any  other  caufe  hapt 
pening  whereby  danger  may  arife  to  the  health  or  livef 
of  the  mcmbersr  from  their  attendance,  he  may  dired  thu 
felTion  ^,0  be  held  a(  fon^e  pther  ^he  mo|]t  cpnyenient  place 
yrithin   the  State, 

And  the  governor  {hall  diflblve  the  faid  general  court  on  the 
jday  next  preceding  the  lall  Wednesday  in  May. 

VI.  Jfti  cafes  of  difagreement  between  the  two  ]^oufef, 
vrith  regard  to  tHe  neceflity,  expediency,  or  time  of  ^journ* 
ment  or  prorogation,  ^he  governor,  yrith  the  advice  of  the 
(Council,  (hall  haye  a  right  to  adjourn  or  prorogue  the  ge* 
neral  court,  not  exceeding  Wnety  days,  as  he  (hall  deter-* 
fxiipe  the  public  good  {hall  require.  >' 

VII.  IT^e    governor  of    this    Commonwealth    for   the  time 
being  Ihall  be  the   commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and  of  all  the   military  forces  of  the  State   by  fea  and  land  ; 
and  {hall  have  full   power  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  commander, 
pr  other    ofiicer  or  officers,    from    time  to  time  to  train,   ip- 
{lru£l:,   exercife,    and   govern    the   militia   and   navy,    and    for 
the    fpccial    defence   and  fafety   to    the    Commonwealth,    to  afr 
femble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  pollure,  the  inha- 
bitants,  thereof;    and    to    lead    and   condu6l  them',    and  with 
them  to  encounter,    repel,  rcfl;,  expel,  and  purfuc,  by    force 
of  arms,  as  well    by  lea   as   by   land,    within   or  without    the 
limits  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and   alio  to  kill,  flay,  and    de- 
ftroy,  if  neceffary,    and   conquer,    by  all  fitting    ways,    enter, 
prizes^  and  means   whatfoever,  al|   and  every   luph   perfon  and 
perfons   as   Ihall,    at  any   f.i'^e  hereafter,   in   a    hollile    manne): 
attempt  or  entcrprife   the  dcftru^tion,   invafvon,    detriment,  or 
annoyance  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and    to   ufe   and    exercife, 
over  the  army  and  navy,  and  over   the  militia  in  aflual  fervice, 
the  law-martial,  in  time  of  war  or  invafion,  and   alfo  in  time 
«f  rebellion,  deiclared  by   the  legiflature  to  exill,   as   ocfafio^ 
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ftiall  ncccffarily  require ;  and  to  take  ma  furprife  by  all  wayc 
and  means  whatlrtcver,  all  and  every  *  fuch  perfon  or  pcrfons 
with  their  (hips,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  goods,  as  (hall 
in  a  hoftile  manner  invade,  or  attempt  the  luyading,  con. 
quertng,  or  annoying  this  Commonwealth  :  and  that  the  go. 
vcrnor  be  cntruftcd  with  all  thefc  and  other  powers  inl|dent 
to  the  offices  of  captain-general  and  commander  in  cliief.  and 
udmiral.  to  be  exercifcd  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  i"Cgulation$ 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  antjl  not  other* 
wife.  * 

Provided,  that  the  faid  governor  fhall  hot,  it  any  time 
hereafter,  by  virtue  of  any  power  by  this  conflitution  granted 
or  heireaftcr  to  be  granted  to  him  by  the  Icgiflature,  traiifport 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Commonweaflh,  or  oblige  them 
to  march  out  of  the  limits  of  the  lame,  without  their  free  and 
voluntary  confcnt,  or  the  confcnt  of  the  general  court ;  except 
fo  far  as  may  be  ncceffary  to  march  or  tranfport  them  by  land, 
or  water,  for  the  defence  of  {'uch  part  of  the  State  to  which 
they  cannot  otherwifc  conveniently  have  accds. 

VIII.  The  power  of  pardoning  offences,  except  fuch  as 
pcrfons  may  be  convifted  of  befoic  the  Senate  by  an  impcach- 
ttient  of  the  Houfe,  fhnll  be  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  council  :  but  no  cl^rter  of  pardon  granted  by  the 
governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  before  coiiviftion, 
ftiall  avail  the  party  pleading  the  H^me,  notwidiflanding  any 
general  or  particular  cxprcftions  contained  therein  defcriptivc 
of   the  offence  or  offences  intended  to  be  pardoned. 

IX.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney-general,  folicitor-ge- 
Heral,  all  ftierilTs,  coroners,  and  rcgiftcrs  of  probatef  (hall  be 
nominated  and  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  tlic 
advice  and  confent  of  the  council ;  and  every  fuch  nomination 
ftiall  be  made  by  the  governor,  at)d  made  at  leafl  feycn  days 
prior  to  fuch  appointment. 

X.  The  captains  and  fubaltcrns  of  the  militia  fliall  be  elefted 
by  the  written  votes  of  the  train-band  and  ahnn-lifl;  of  their 
refpeftive  companies  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards; 
jthe  field  of&ccrs  of  regiments  ihail  be  elefted  by  the  written 
votes  of  the  captaihs  and  fubaltcrns  of  their  refpeclive  regi- 
ments :  the  brigadiwrs  fhall  be  elcfted  in  like  manner  by  the 
field  officers  of  their  relpilive  hiigades  :  and  I'uch  officers 
fo  elcftcd  fhall  be  commilfione'd  by  the  governor,  who  fhall 
jdetermine  their  rank. 

The  legiflature  fhall,   by  ftinding  laws,  direft  the   tirne   iM 
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fiatnmT   tl  convntingitbe  clcftors,  and  of  coUcfting  votes,  and 
of  certifying  to    He  governor  the  officers  clcUctl. 

The  major-general  fliall  be  appointed:  by  the  Smile  and  Houfe 
of  Ret)re(cntatives,  each  having  a  ncj;;itivc  upon  the  other  j 
and  be  comininior)  by  the  jjovcrnoi.  ;,  . 

And  if  the  elcftors  of   brijjadicis,  field  officers    captains,  of 

fubalterns,  {hall  ncgktl  or'rcfulc  to  nnkc' (uch  elcHiOns,  after 

'   )wing  duly  notified,  according  to  tlve  laws  for  the  time  being, 

then  the  governor,  with  advice  ot  Council,   fliall  appoint  I'uita* 

ble  pcrions  to  fill  fuch  offices. 

And  no  officer,  duly  commiinoned  to  corhmand  in  the  militia^ 
rtiall  be  removed  from  his  oilicc,  but  by  the  addrels  of  both 
Houles  to  the  governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court-martial,  purfu- 
ant  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  ofhcers  of  regiments  fliall  appoint  their  ad- 
jutants and  quarter- mailers  ;  the  brijjadiers  their  brigade-majors  j 
and  the  major-generals  their  aids ;  and  the  governor  (hall  ap- 
point the  adjutant-general. 

The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  (hall  appoint  all  of- 
ficers of  the  continental  army,  wliom,  by  the  confederation  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  provided,  that  this  Commonwealth  ffiall 
appoint,  as  alio  all  officers  of  forts  and  garriions.  « 

The  diyifions  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments  and  com- 
panies, made  in  pursuance  of  the  niililia  laws  now  in.  force, 
(hall  be  conftdercd  as  the  proper  diviftons  of  the  militia  of  this 
Commonwealth,  until  the  lame  fhall  be  altered  in  purfuance  of 
fomc  future  law< 

XI*  No  monies  (hall  be  iffued  out  .of  the  trcafury  of  this 
Common wcaltli,|||id  diipoied  of  (except,  luch  iums  as  may  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  redemjition  of  bills  of  credit  or  treafurers 
notes,  or  for  the  payment  of  intercils  arifing  thereon)  but  by 
Warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  govci  nor  for  the  time  being, 
With  the  advice  and  content  of  the  council,  for  the  neceflary 
defence  and  tupport  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  for  the  pro- 
teftion  and  prefervatlon  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  agreeably  to 
the  afts  and  re'folves  of  the  general  court. 

Xll,  All  public  boards,  the  coinmiiTary-general,  all  fuperin- 
tending  officers  of  public  magazines  and  (lores  belonging  to  this 
Commonwealthr,  and  all  commanding  officers  ,pf  forts  and  gar- 
riions within  the  fame,  (hall  once  in  every  three  months,  offici- 
ally, and  without  requifuion,  and  at  other  times  when  re- 
quired by  the  governor,  deliver  to  him  |^n  account  of  all 
goods,  (lores,  provifions,  ammunition,  cannon  with  their  ap- 
,  penda'gcS,  ahd  imall-arms  with  their  accoutrements,  and  of  all 


tdo 


d£NtkAL  bE^CklPTIO^ 


Other  put>lic  ptopcrty  i/rhatever  under  their  care  rerpefttvely; 
dil^inguifliing  the  quantity,  number,  quality  and  kihd  of  each, 
as  particularly  aa  may  be  j  together  with  the  conditibn  of 
fuch  forts  and  garrifons :  and  the  faid  commanding  officer  fhall 
exhibit  to  the  governor,  when  required  by  him,  true  and 
exaft  phns  of  fuch  fctrts,  stnd  of  the  land  and  fea,  ov,  bar- 
bour  or  harbours  idjacent. 

And  the  faid  boards^  and  all  public  officer;,  (hall  cOmmuni. 
Cate  to  the  governor^  as  foon  as  may  be  after  receiving  the 
fame,  all  letters^  difpatches,  and  intelligence  Of  a  public  nature^ 
•which  (hall  be  direfted  to  them  refpeaiVcl^j 

XIII.-  As  th^  public  good  requires  that  the  goVemor  fliould 
not  ht  under  the  undue  influence  of  any  off  the  ntiepibers  of 
the  general  court,  by  a  dependence  on  theiii  for  his  fupport 
— that  he  fhould  in  all  cafes  aft  with  freedom  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  public— that  he  fhould  iiot  haVe  his  attention 
neccfiarily  diverted  from  that  objeft  to  his  private  concerns 
— and  that  he  fhould  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  Comrtion- 
Ivealth  in  the  charaffcer  of  its  chief  magiflrate,  it  il  necef- 
fary  that  he  fhould  have  an  honourable  ftated  falary,  of  a  fixed 
arhd  pemfaneint  Value,  amply  fufiicient  for.  thofe  purpofes,  and 
Cflabliftied  by  flanding  laws;  and  it  Ihall  be  am:ong  the  ftrft 
ifts  of .  the  general  court^  after  the  commencement  of  this 
conflitution,  to  eflablifh  fuch  falary  by  (aw  accordingly. 

Permanent  and  honourable  falaries  fhatl  alfo  be  eftablifiied 
by  law  for  the  juftices  of  the  fuprenfie  judicial  court. 

And  if  it  fhall  be  found  that  any  of  the  falaries  aforefaid, 
fo  eftablifhed,  are  infufficient,  they  fhall  from  time  to  tithe  hd 
enlarged  as  the  general  court  fhall  judge  pr6|p'w 

LIEVTEIfANT-COVEANOft* 

1.  'there  (hall  be  annually  elefted  a  lieutenan^-go^errioi'  ot 
the  Commonwcahh  of  MafTachufetts,  whofe  title  fhall  be  Hrs 
HoHoOR  ;  and  who  (hall  be  qualified^  in  point  of  religion^ 
property,  and  refidence  in  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  fame 
manner-  with  the  governor  :  and  the  day*  and  manner  of  his 
eleftion,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  ekftors,  fhall  be  tfie 
fame  as  are  required  in  the  clcftion  of  a  governor.  Thi  return 
of  the  Votes  (ot  this  officer,  and  the  declaration  of  his 
eleftion,  fhall  be  in  the  fame  manner  :  and  if  no  one  perfon 
fhall  be  found  to  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  returned, 
the  vacancy  fliall  ttfe  filled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentativcs,    in  the  fame    manner    as   the  <  governor,    is  to  b« 
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tUCktif  in  tik    no  qne  perfon   fhall   have  a  majority  of  .th» 
Votes  of  the  people  to  be  governor. 

II.  The  governor^  and  in  his  abfence  the  lieutcnant-govpr- 
nor,  Ihall  be  prefident  of  the  council,  but  (hitU  have  no  vote 
in  council  ;  and  the  lieutenant-governor  fliall  always  be  a 
member  of  the  council,  except  when  the  chair  of  the  gover- 
nor ihall  be  vacant* 

III.  WhenevtT  the  chair  of  the  governor  fhall  be  vacant,  by 
rcafon  of  his  death,  or  abfence  from  the  Commonwealth,  or 
otherwife,  the  lieutenant-governor  for  the  *  time  being  fhall, 
during  fuck  vacancy,  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
the  governor,  and  Ihall  have  and  exercife  alL  the  powers  and 
authorities  which  by  this  conftitution  the  governor  is  veiled 
with  when  perfonally  prefent. 

COltNClt. 

t.  Hiefe  Ihall  be  a  Coancil  for  advifing  the  governor  in  the 
executive  part  of  government,  to  confift  of  nine  perfons  be- 
fides  the  lieutenant-governor,  whom  the  governor  for  the  time 
being  (hall  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time, 
at  his  difcretion,  to  aflemble  and  call  together.  And  the  gover« 
nor,  with  the  faid  counfcllors,  or  five  of  them  at  lead,  Ihall 
and  may,  from  time  to  time,  hold  and  keep  a  council,  for  the 
ordering  and  dire£iing  the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

II.  Nine  counfellors  fhall  be  annually  chofen  from  among 
the  perfons  returned  for  counfellors  and  fenators,  on  the  laft 
Wednefday  in§May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  re- 
prefentatives  affembled  in  one  room  ;  and  in  cafe  there  fhuU 
not  be  found,  upon  the  firft  choice,  the  whole  nuinber  of 
nine  perfons  who  will  accept  a  feat  in  the  council,  the  defi- 
ciency fhall  be  made  up  by  the  eleftors  afoiefaid  from  among 
the  people  at  large,  and  the  number  of  fenators  left  fhall 
conflitutc  the  Senate  for  the  year.  The  feats  of  the  perfons 
thus  elc£tcd  from  the  Senate,  and  accepting  the  truft,  fltall 
be  vacated   in  the   Senate. 

III.  The  counfellors,  in  the  civil  arrangements  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, fhall  have  rank  next    after  the  lieutenant-governor. 

IV.  Not  more  than  two  counfellors  Ihall  be  cholen  out  of 
any  one  diftrift  of  this  Commonwealth. 

V.  The  refolutions  and  advice  of  the  council  fhall  be  record- 
ed  in  a  regiftcr,  and  figned  by  the  members  prefent,  and  this 
record  may  be  called  for  at   any   time  by  cither  Houfe  of  th/a 
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legiflatui'e,  and  any  member  of  the  council  piay  infert  hU  dpinxo* 
Contrary  to  the  re{'olution  of  the  majority. 

yi.  Whenever  the  office  of  the  governor  and  licutenant-go- 
i'crnor  Ihall  be  vacant,  by  reafon  of  death,  abfence,  or  other- 
wife,  th*ch  the  council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  ftiaH,  dur- 
ing fuch  Vacancy,  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do,  and  exe- 
cute, aU  and  every  fuch  afts,  matters  and  things,  as  the  gover- 
nor, or  the  lieutenant-governor,  inight  or  coutd,  by  virtue  of 
this  conftitutiow,  do  or  e;kecute,  if  they  or  cither  of  them  were 
pcrfonaHy  ptcfent. 

VII.  And  whereas  the  elections  appointed  to  be  made  by 
this  conflitution,  on  the  laft  Wcdnelday  in  May  annually,  by  the 
two  Houfes  of  the  legiftature,  iftay  not  be  completed  on  that 
day,  the  &id  eleflions  may  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
the  fame  fhaH  be  completed.  And  the  order  of  eleflions  (hall  be 
as  follows  :  The  vacancies  hi  the  Senate,  if  any,  fhall  firft  be 
filled  up;  the  governor  and  lieittcnant- governor  fhall  then  be 
defied,  provided  there  ihould  be  no  choice  of  them  by  the 
people  ;  and  after  ward*  the  fewo  Houfes  fhall  proceed  to  the 
^      cledlion  of  the  counciK' 

S'ECltETARY,  TREASURER,  COMMISJARV,  «C. 

ii  The  fecretary,  treafurcr  and  receiver-general,  and  the  Cbm- 
miffary-general,  notaries  public,  and  naval  officers,  fhall  be  chofcrt 
annually,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  fenatorS  and  reprefentativcs,  in 
one  room.  And  tha*  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  may  be 
alfured,  from  time  to  time,  that  the  monies  reirtiining  in  the 
public  treafury,  upon  the  fettlemcnt  and  liq|uiditfen  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  arc  their  property,  no  man  fhall  be  etigible  as  trea- 
furcr and  receiver-general  more  than  five  years  fuccefllvely. 

Iir  The  records  of  the  Commonwealth  (hall  be  kept  in  the 
office  of  the  fecretary,  who  nwy  ap'.oint  his  deputies,  for  whofe 
conduft^  he  fliall  be  accountable  ;  and  he  fhall  attend  the  gover-- 
nor  and  council,  the  Senate  arnd  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs,  iiv 
pcrfon,'  or  by  his  deputies,  as  they  fliall  rcfpcftivcly  require. 


JtJDICrARY    POWER*  * 

I.  The  tenure  that  all  commiffion  officers  (hall  by  law  have 
Jn  their  offices  fliall  be  e«preflcd  in  their  relpcftive  commiffions. 
All  judicial  officers,  duly  appointed,  cpmmiflioned  and  fworn, 
fliall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  excepting  fuch 
Concerning  whom  there  is  difi'erent  provifion  made  in  this  con- 
ftitutioh  ;  provided,  ncverthclcfs,    the  governor,  with   conlent 
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^f  the  courjcil,    may  remove  them  upon  the  addrefa  of  botH 
fiouhi  of  the  Legiflature. 

II.  Each  ^  '<  'h  of  the  Lcgiflature,  as  well  as  the  governor 
fnd  council,  ihall  have  authority  to  require  the  opinions  of  the 
iuftices  of  the  iupreme  judicial  court  upon  important  qucdion* 
of  law,  and  upon  lolemn  occafions. 

III.  In  order  that  the  people  may  not  fulTer  from  the  long 
/continuance  in  place  of  any  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  (hall  fail 
of  difcharging  the  important^  duties  of  his  office  with  ability  or 
fidelity,  all  commidlons  of  -juilices  of  the  peace  ihall  expire  and 
become  void  in  the  term  of  feven  years  from  their  rcfpeftive 
dates  ;  and  upon  the  expiratioxi  of  any  commiUion,  the  lame 
may,  if  neceffary,  be  renewed,  or  aqother  perion  appointed,  as 
/hall  niofl:  conduce  to  the  well-being  of  the  Commonwealth.. 

IV.  The  judges  of  probate  of  wllU,  and  for  granting  letters 
of  adminiftration,  {h:.\\  hold  their  courts  at  fuch  place  or  places, 
on  6xed  days,  as  the  convenience  of  the  people  fhail  require ; 
and  the  Legiflature  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  appoint 
fuch  times  and  places  ;  until  which  appointments,  the  laid 
courts  {hall  be  holden  at  ;the  times  and  places  \ybich  the  refpec- 
tive  judges  {hail  dire£l. 

V.  AU  caufes  of  marriage,  divorcie  and  alimony^  and  all  ap- 
peals from  the  judges  of  probate,  fhall. be  heard  and  determined 
by  the  governor  and  council^  until  the  Legillature  fhall  by  Uw 
make  otber  provifion^ 

PELEO^TES    TQ    COMCRESS. 

The  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States  (hajl,  fome  time  in  the  month  of  June  annually, 
be  ele£led  by  the  joint  ballot  of  Abe  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentativcs,  aflemblcd  together  in  pne  room,  to  ferve  in 
(^ongrefs  for  one  year,  to  commence  on  the  firft  Monday  in 
November  the;i  next  enfuing.  They  fhall  have  commiflions 
under  the  hand  of  the  governor  and  the  great  fcal  of  the 
Commonwealth,  but  may  be  recalled  at  any  time  within  the 
year,  and  others  chol'en  and  commilTioned,  in  the  lame  man- 
gier, in  their  (lead, 

yNIVERSITY  .OF    CAMBRIDGE. 

I.  Whereas  our  wife  and  pious  anceftors,  fo  early  as  the  year 
J  636,  laid  the  foundation  of  Harvard  College,  in  which  univer- 
fity  many  perfons  of  great  eminence  have,  by  the  bleffing  of 
God,  been  initiated  in  thofe  arts  and  fcicnces  which  qualified 
(hem  for  public  employments,  both  in   church  and  flate :   and 
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vhereti  the  encouragement  of  irts  and  fciences,  and  all  good 
literature,  tends  to  the  honour  of  God,  the  advantngea  of  tHb 
Chrillian  religion,  and  the  great  benefit  of  this  and  the  other 
United  States  of  America  ;  it  is  declared,  that  the  prefident  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  their 
fucceflb^s  in  that  capacity,  their  oiHcers  and  fervants,  (hall  have, 
hold,  ufe,  rKercife  and  ojoy  all  the  powers,  authorities,  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  franehifcs,  which  they  now 
have,  or  are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife  and  enjoy :  and 
the  fame  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  unto  them,  the  faid 
prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their  fucceflfori, 
and  to  their  officers  and  iervants,  relpeftively,  for  ever, 

II,  And  whereas  there  have  been  at  fundry  times,  by  divers 
perfons,  gifts,  grants,  devifes  of  houfes,  lands,  tenements,  goods, 
chattels,  legacies  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  either  to 
Harvard  College,  in  Cambridge,  in  New>£ngland,  or  to  the 
prefident  and  fcl}ows  of  Harvard  College,  or  to  the  faid  college 
by  fome  other  dcicription,  under  feveral  charters  fucceffively  } 
it  is  declared,  that  all  the  faid  gifts,  grants,  devifes,  legacies  and 
conveyances,  are  hereby  for  ever  confirmed  unto  the  prefident 
and  fcllow&  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their  fucceflbrs  in  the 
capacity  aforefaid,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  donor  or  donors,  grantor  or  grantors,  devifor  or  devifors. 

III.  And  whereas,  by  an  aft  of  the  general  court  of  thq 
colony  of  Maflachufctts  bay,  paffcd  in  the  year  1642,  the  go- 
vernor and  deputy-governor  for  (he  time  being,  and  all  the 
magiftiates  of  that  jurifdiftion,  were,  with  the  prefident,  and 
a  number  of  the  clergy  in  the  laid  a£l  defcribcd,  conflituted  the 
overleers  of  Harvard  College :  and  it  being  neceffary  in  this 
new  conftilutiort  of  governm<;nt,  to  alccrtain  who  fhall  be 
deemed  fucceirors  tf)  the  laid  governor,  deputy-governor,  and 
mngidrales :  it  is  declared,  that  the  governor,  lieutenant-go- 
vernor, council,  and  Senate  of  this  Commonwealth  are,  and 
fhall  be  deemed  tl»cir  luccf  (Tors ;  who,  with  the  prefident  of 
Harvard  College  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the  mini- 
fters  of  the  congregational  churches  in  the  towns  of  Carn- 
bridge,  Watertown,  Charlcflon,  Bofton,  Roxbury  and  Dorchcf- 
ter,  mentioned  in  the  iaid  at\,  Ihall  be,  and  hereby  are,  v^cft- 
ed  with  all  the  powers  and  authority  belonging,  or  in  any  way 
appertaining,  to  the  overleers  of  Harvard  College  ;  provided, 
that  nothing  herein  Ihall  be  conftrued  to  prevent  the  Legifla- 
lure  of  this  Commonwealth  from  making  fuch  alterations  in 
the  government  of  the  laid  univerfuy,  as  (hall  be  conducive 
%a  it»  advai^tage,  and   the   intcrcl^  of  (he    Republic  of  lettev^, 
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in  as  full  a  manner  as  might  have  been  done  by  the  Legiflatur« 
of  the  late  province  of  the  Mafliachufetts  bay. 

SNCOURAaEMENT  OV     LlTERATt;aK.  / 

Wifdom  and  knowledge,  as  well  as  virtue,  diiTufed  generally 
among  the  body  of  the  people,  being  nccelTary  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  rights  and  liberties;  and  as  thefe  depend  on 
fpreading  the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  education  in  th« 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  among  the  different  orders 
of  the  people;  it  ihall  be  the  duty  of  the  legiflatures  and 
n>agi(lrates,  in  all  future  period^  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
cherifli  the  intcrcfU  of  literature  and  the  fcicnces,  and  all  feni- 
narics  of  them;  efpecially  the  univeriity  at  Cambridge,  public 
fchonls  and  grammar  fchools  in  the|t6wns;  to  encourage  pri- 
vate focie^ies  and  public  inflitutions,  rewards  and  immunities, 
for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  atts,  fciences,  commerce, 
trades,  manufadu res,  and  a  natural  hiftory  of  the  country;  to 
countenance  and  iticulcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  ge- 
neral benovolcnce,  public  and  private  charity,  induilry  and 
frugality,  honcfty  and  punfluality  in  their  dealings;  lincerity, 
good-humour,  and  ;ill  focial  affei^ions  find  generous  fcntiment^ 
{ftnong  the  people. 

(  OATHIS    AND    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Any  perfon  chofen  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  coun- 
fcllor,  fenator,  or  reprefentative,  and  accepting  the  truft,  fhall, 
before  he  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  place  or  ofHce, 
make  and  fubfcribe  the  following  declaration,  viz. 

"  I  A,  B.  do  declare,  that  I  believe  the  Chriftian  religion, 
and  have  a  firm  perfuaiion  of  its  truth;  and  that  I  am  feifed 
and  poffcflcd,  in  my  own  right,  of  the  property  required  by 
the  cunditution  as  one  qualiHcation  for  the  oHlce  or  place  to 
which  I  am  clcfted." 

And  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellors, 
(hall  make  and  fubfcribe  the  laid  declaration  in  the  prefence 
of  the  two  Houfes  of  AfTembly ;  and  the  ienators  and  repre- 
fentatives  firft  elefted  under  this  cortflitution,  before  the  pre- 
fident  and  five  of  the  council  of  the  foi-mer  conftitution,  and 
for  ever  afterwards  before  the  governor  and  council  for  tho 
time  being. 

And  every  perfon  chofen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offices 
aforefaid,  as  alio  any  perfon  appointed  or  commilTioncd  to  any 
judicial,  executive,  military,  or  otlicr  oiTicc  undci    ihe  g'ivera- 
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tnent,  (hall,  before  he  enters  on  the  difcharge  of  the  bufincli 
of  his  place  or  ofBce,  take  and  fubfcribe  tlie  following  decUra* 
ration,  and  oaths  or  affirmations,  viz. 

*•  I  A.  B.  do  truly  and  Unccrcly  acknowledge,  profefs 
teftify,  and  declare,  that  the  ConmionwcdUli  of  MaUachuletls  is, 
•nd  of  right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  fovcrcign  and  independent 
State;  and  I  do  fwear,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  urid  allegiance 
to  the  faid  Commonwealth,  and  that  I  will  dutcod  the  lame 
againd  traitcrous  conlpiracies  and  all  hoflilc  attempts  what- 
foever;  and  that  I  do  — nounce  and  adjure  all  allegiance,  lub- 
je£lion,  and  obedience,  to  the  King,  (^uecn,  or  government  of 
Great-Britain  (as  the  cafe  may  be)  and  every  other  foreign  pow- 
er whatfoever:  and  that  no  foreign  prince,  pcrfon,  prelate, 
ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurildi£iian, 
fuperiority,  pre-eminence,  authority,  difpenfing  or  other  power, 
in  any  matter,  civil,  ecclcfiadical,  or  fpiritual,  within  thi$ 
Commonwealth,  except  the  authority  or  power  which  is  or 
may  be  veded  by  their  conftituents  in  the  Congrefs  of  tlis 
United  States.  And  I  do  further  tedify  and  declare,  that  no 
man  or  body  of  men  hath  or  can  have  any  right  to  ablulve  or 
difcharge  me  from  the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration,  or 
affirmation;  and  that  I  do  make  this  acknowledgment,  pro- 
feffion,  tedimony,  declaration,  denial,  renounciation,  and  abju,. 
ration,  heartily  and  truly,  according  to  the  common  meaning 
and  acceptation  of  the  foregoing  words,  without  any  equivo- 
cation, mental  evafion,  or  Iccrct  rclcrvation  whatlbevcr.  S(> 
help  me  God." 

"I  A,  3.  do  folemnly  fwcar  and  affirm,  that  I  will  faithfully, 
and  impartially  dilcharge  and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent 
on  rae  as  '  according  to  the  bed  of  my  abilities  and 

.  underdanding,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
conditution,  arid  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth.  So  help 
me  God." 

Provided  always,  that  when  any  perfon  chofen  or  appointed 
?s.aforcl"aid,  fliall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  and  Ihall  decline  taking  the  laid  oaths,  he  fhall  make 
his  affirmation  in  the  foregoing  form,  and  iublcribe  the  lame, 
omitting  the  words,  '?  /  do  fweur,"  "  and  ahjitre,"  "  oath  or," 
^^  ahjuration"  in  the  fird  oath;  and  in  the  Iccond,  the  wtirds, 
^'faic'ir  and,"  and  in  each  of  thorn  the  words,  "  So  help  ire  Cod," 
lubjoiaing  inllead  thereof,  "  l/iis  /  do  under  ihc  pains  and  penal- 
tiu  of  perjury," 

And  the  laid  oaths  or  affirmations  d^all  be  ta,kcn  and  fubfcrib- 
cd  by  the  g(;vernor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  founlellors,  befgic 
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iht  prcHJcnt  of  the  Senat*  in  the  prefr nee  of  the  two  Houfet 
of  Aflenlbly;  and  by  the  fenatora  and  reprefcntatives  (irfl  eleAed 
ahder  thia  conditution,  before  the  prefidcnt  and  five  of  the 
council  of  the  former  conditution,  md  for  ever  afterwards 
before  the  governor  and  council  for  the  time  being,  and  by 
the  rcfidue  of  the  oflicera  aforefaid,  before  fuch  pcrfons  and  in 
fuch  manner  aa  from  time  to  time  fh.u)  be  prcieiiSed  by  th« 
)egiftature< 

UISQUALiriCATlON     FOR     OTFICI,. 

No  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  judge  of  the  Suprerte 
Judicial  Court,  fhall  ho!d  any  other  office  or  place  under  tho 
authority  of  thia  Commonwealth,  except  fuch  aa  by  thia  conRi- 
tution  they  are  admitted  to  hold;  laving  that  the judgea  of  thtf 
faid  court  may  hold  the  officea  of  juflices  of  the  peace  through 
the  State,  nor  fhall  they  hold  any  other  place  or  oiBce,  or 
receive  any  pen(ion  or  lalary  from,  any  other  ftate,  or  govern- 
jncnt,  or  power  whatever. 

No  perl'on  fhall  be  capable  of  holding  or  excrcifing  at  the 
fame  time  more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  within  thi* 
State,  viz.  judge  of  probate,  fherifF,  rr^er  of  probate^  or 
rcgifter  of  deeds:  and  never  more  than  any  two  offices  which 
arc  to  be  held  by  appointment  of  the  governor,  or  the  governor 
a:nd  council,  or  the  Senate,  or  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives, 
or  by  the  elc£lion  of  the  people  of  the  State  at  large,  or 
of  the  people  of  any  country,  military  offices  and  tht 
ofHces  of  juflices  of  the  peace  excepted,  fhall  be  held  by  ona 
pcri'on< 

No  pcrfon"4ioldlng  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Supreme  Judi« 
cial  Court,  fecrctary,  attorney-general,  folicitor-gcneral,  trca- 
furer,  or  receiver-general,  judge  of  probate,  commilfary-gcneral; 
prefxdent,  prcfeflbr,  or  inftruftor  of  Harvard  College ;  fherifF, 
clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives,  regifter  of  probate, 
regifler  of  deeds,  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  clerk  of 
the  inferior  court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  officer  of  the  cufloms, 
including  in  this  defcription  naval  officers,  fhall  at  the  fame 
time  have  a  feat  in  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Rtprefentatives ;  b'; . 
their  being  chofen  or  appointed  to,  and  accepting  the  fame, 
fhall  operate  as  a  refignation  of  their  feat  in  the  Senate  or 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  the  place  fo  vacated  fhall  be 
filled  up. 

And  the  fame  rule  fhall  take  place  in  cafe  any  judge  of  the 
feid  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  judge  of  probate,  fhall  accept 
oT  a  feat  in  council ,  or  any  counfellor  fliall  accept  of  either  of 
thofe  offices  or  places. 
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And  no  perfon  ftiall  ever  be  admitted  to  hold  a  feat  in  th* 
legiflature,  or  any  office  of  truft  or  importance  under  the  go- 
vernment  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  fhallj  in  the  due  courfe 
of  law,  have  been  convifted  of  bribery  or  corruption  in  obtain* 
ing  an  eleftion  or  appointment. 

PECUNIARY     QUALIFICATIO.NS    FOR     OFFICt* 

1 

In  all  cafes  where  fums  of  money  are  mentioned  in  this 
conftitution  of  qualifications,  the  value  thereof  (hall  be  computed 
in  filver,  at  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce;  and  it 
fhall  be  in  the  power  of  the  legiflature  from  time  to  time,  to 
increafe  fuch  qualifications,  as  to  property  of. the  perfons  to 
be  ele£led  into  offices  as  the  circumflances  of  the  Commonwealth 
fhall  require* 

COMMISSIOKS. 

All  commifliofis  fhall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Maflachufetts,  figned  by  the  governor,  and  attefted  by  the 
fecretary  or  his  deputy,  and  have  the  great  feal  of  the  Com* 
inonwealth  affixed  thereto. 

WRITS. 

All  writs  ilfuing  out  of  the  clerk's  office  in  any  of  the  court» 
of  law  (hall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachu- 
fetts ;  they  ftiall  be  under  the  feal  of  the  court  from  whence 
they  iffue;  they  fhall  bear  teft  of  the  firft  juflice  of  the  court  to 
which  they  fhall  be  returnable  who  is  not  a  party,  and  be  figned 
by  the  clerk  of  fuch  court. 

CONFIRMATION    OF    J-AWS. 

All  the  laws  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  ufed  and  ap- 
proved in  the  province,  colony  or  State  of  Maflachufetts  bay, 
and  ufually  praftifed  on  in  the  courts  of  law,  fhall  flill  remain 
and  be  in  full  force,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature; 
fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  contained  in  this  conftitution.  ^ 


HABEAS    CORPUS. 


The  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fhall  be 
enjoyed  in  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  moft  free,  eafy,  cheap, 
expeditious,  and  ample  manner ;  and  fhall  ftot  be  fufpcnded  by 
the  legifljture,  except  upon  the  mofl  urgent  and  prcffing  occi- 
fions,  and  for  a  limited  time  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 
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ENACTING    STILE    OF    LAWS. 

The  cnafting  flile^in  making  and  pafTing  all  a£ls,  Aatutes, 
and  laws,  fhall  be,  "  Be  it  enaftcJ  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of 
Repicfcntatives  in  [  neral  court  afiemlled,  ind  by  the  authority 
of  the  fame." 

eONTINUANCE    OF    orrlCEHj, 

To  the  end  there  may  he  no  failure  of  juftice,  or  danger 
arife  to  the  Commonwealth  from  the  change  of  the  form  of 
government — all  officers,  civil  and  military,  holding  commifliond 
under  the  government  and  people  of  Maflachufetts  bav,  in  .New- 
England,  and  all  other  ofHccrs  of  the  faid  government  and 
people,  at  the  time  this  conflitution  fliall  take  cffcft,  fliall  have, 
hold,  ufcj  exercife,  and  enjoy  all  the  powers  and  a,uthority  to 
them  granted  or  committed,  until  other  pcrfons  fhall  be  appoint- 
ed in  their  ftead*,.and  all  courts  of  law  fhall  proceed  in  thp 
execution  of  the  bufinefs  of  their  refpeftive  departments;  and 
all  the  executive  and  legiflative  officers,  bodies,  and  powers, 
fhall  continue  in  full  force,  in  the  cnjoymqnt  and  exercife  of  all 
iheir  trufts,  employments,  and  authority,  until  the  general 
court,  and  the  fupreme  and  executive  officers  under  this  confli- 
tution, are  defignated  and  inyefled  with  their  refpcftive  trufls, 
powers,  and  authority^ 

PROyiSION    FOR    REVISAL. 

In  order  the  more  cfTctlually  to  adliere  to  the  principles  of 
this  conflitution,  and  to  correfl  thofe  violations  which  by  any 
means  may  be  made  therein,  as  well  as  to  form  fuch  alterations 
as  from  experience  fhall  be  found  neccffary,  tiie  general  court 
which  fliall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  icven  hun- 
dred and  nine*ty-five,  fliall  ilTue  precepts  to  the  fclcft  men  of 
the  feveral  towns,  and  to  the  afl'sfTors  of  the  unincorporated 
plantations,  direfting  them  to  convene  the  qualified  voters  of 
their  rel'peftive  towns  and  plantations,  for  the  purpole  of 
coilcfting  their  fentimcnts  on  the  nccolhty  or  expediency  of 
rcvifing  the  conflitution,  in  order  to  amendments. 

And  if  it  fliall  appear  by  the  returns  made,  tliat  two-thirds  of 
tlie  qualified  voters  througliout  the  State,  who  fhall  alfcmhle  and 
vote  in  confequence  of  the  faid  precept,  are  in  favour  of  fuch 
revifion  and  amendment,  the  general  court  flmll  iifue  precepts 
or  direft  them  to  be  iffued  from  the  fccrctary's  olnce  to  tlic  ibvcial 
towns,  to  cleft  delegates  to  meet  in  convention  for  ths  purpofe 
a  fore  faid. 
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The  faid  delegates  to  be  chofen  in  the  fame  manner  and  pre*. 
|)ortion  as  ihcir  reprefentatives  in  the  fecond  branch  of  the  le- 
giflature  are  by  this  conilitution  to  be  chofen. 

,  ,  iONCLOSION. 

This  form  of  government  Ihall  be  enrolled  on  parcTiment,  and 
dcpofited  in  the  ftcretary's  office,  and  be  a  part  of  the  laws  of 
the  land;  and  printed  copios  thereof  fliall  be  prefixed  to  the 
book  containing  dhe  laivs  of  this  Comlnonvircalth,  in  all  future 
editions  of  the  faid  laws.*  ^ 

Before  We  clofe  the  view  of  this  State,  it  rtiay  not  be  impro- 
per to  inform  the  reader,  that  a  Society  has  of  late  been  inftituted 
in  Bofton  for  the  purpoft  of  aiding  and  afTiftiug  thofe  who 
may  Emigrate  from"  Foreign  Countries.  Their  objeft  is,  as  they 
exprefsly  declare  to  advife  ind  inform  Grangers  on  thcfir  arrival, 
and  to  prevent  them  from  ill  treatment  in  confequence  of  their 
ignorance  of  the  laws  of  the  Country.  The  focicty  is  condufted 
on  a  refpeftable  footing,  and  hai  an  encreafing  fund. — We  are 
happy  to  (late  that  it  has  already  been  the  means  of  much  good 
Among  the  unfortunate  £migiants.i 


*  Thofe  who  wifh  for  a  more  minute  hiftorical  account  of  the  rife  and  progref* 
df  this  Slate,  are  referred  to  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  Maflachufetts — Minot'j 
Hiftory  of  the  Infurre6lion  in  Maifachufetts — The  Publications  of  the  Hiftorical 
Society,  in  the  American  Apollo — Hazard's  HiftoriCal  Collcflions— Chalmer'} 
Political  Annals,  and  Cough's  Hiftory  of  the  People  called  Quakers. 
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BE1.0NGING  TO  MASSACHUSETTS. 


SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDA^LIES. 

X  HIS  province,  or  diftrift,  is  iituated  between  43**  and  48** 
north  latitude,  and  4*  and  9"  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia; 
it  is  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  in  length,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Lower  Canada,  from  which  it  is  feparatcd  by 
the  high  lands.  On  the  eaft  by  a  river  called  St.  Croix,  and  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  fource  of  the  faid  river  to  the 
high  lands  before  mentioned,  which  feparates  it  from  the  pro- 
vince of  New-BrunlWicJc;  but  what  river  is  referred  to  under 
the  name  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  boundary  line,  has  long  been  a  fubjeft  of  dif- 
pute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Howi^ever, 
by  Mr.  Jays  treaty  in  1794  the  two  contending  parties  agreed  to 
fettle  it  by  Commiflioners  to  be  mutually  appointed  for  the 
purpofe.  The  French,  according  to  their  mode  of  taking  poffcf- 
fion  always  fixed  a  crofs  in  every  river  they'came  to.  Almoft 
every  river  on  the  coaft  they  difcovered,  has,  therefore,  in  turn 
been   called   La  Riviere  de  St.  Crpix. 

There  3re  three  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  bay  of 
Paflamaquaddy,  the  eafternmoft  always  caUcd  by  the  native  In- 
dians, and  French,  St.  Croix,  and  the  middle  one  Schoodiac. 
Before  the  commencement  of  the  lute  war,  Governor  Barnard 
fent  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  lurveyor,  and  icveral  others,  to  explore 
the  bay  of  PalTamaquaddy,  to  examine  the  natives,  and  to  find 
out  which  was  the  true  river  St.  Croix.  They  did  accordingly, 
and  reported  it  to  be  the  eafternmoft  river,  and  returned  cor- 
rejpondent  plans  of  their  furvey.  At  the  forming  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  the  commilfioners  had  Mitchell's  maps:  and  ini 
Itxing  the  boundary  between  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia  now 
j;alled  New-BrunlTwick,  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Maiiachuleits, 
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they  conficlered  it  to  be  the  river  laid  down  by  him.  After 
the  peace,  the  Britifh  fubjc.fts  of  Nova  Scotia  took  pofTelTion 
of  all  the  lands  between  St  Croix  and  Schoodiac  rivers  which 
tiaft  is  faid  to  be  nearly  as  large  as  the  State  of  New-Hampfhire 
and  now  hold  poirciTion  of  the  fame,  allerting  that  Schoodiac  i» 
the  true  St.  Croix;  they  alio  claim  all  the  illands  in  thfe  bay  of 
Paflamaquaddy,  although  Icveral  of  them  lie  fcveral  ipiles  wed 
of  the  river  which  they  call  the  boundary.  Thus  the  province 
of  Maine  is,  for  the  preCer^t,  abridged  of  a  very  large  portion 
of  its  territory,  to  which  it  appears,  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  be  entitled.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  iouth  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  on  the  well 
by  the  State  of  New-Hampfhire. 

The  old  province  of  Maine  (included  in  the  above  limits) 
is  bounded  on  the  weft,  by  New-Hampfhire,  f'outh  by  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  and  north  and  north-eaft  by  the  land,  called  in 
feme  maps  Sagadahock.  It  was  fuppofed  at  the  time  of  its  being 
made  a  province,  to  have  been  one  hundred  and  twenty  niilcs 
fquare;  but  by  a  fettlement  of  the  line,  in  1737,  on  the  part, 
or  fide  adjoining  New-Hampflaire,  the  form  of  the  land  wai 
reduced  from  a  fquai'e  to  that  of  a  diamond. 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 

Tlie  ciimate  docs  not  materially  differ  from  the  rcfl  of  New- 
JEngland.  The  weather,  is  more  regular  in  the  winter,  which 
ulually  lads  with  ievcrity,  from  the  middle  of  December  to  the 
latter  end  of  March  ;  during  this  time  the  ponds  and  fiefh  water 
rivers  are  palFablc  on  the  ice,  and  fleighiug  continues  uninter- 
rupted by  thaws,  which  are  common  in  the  three  fouthern 
New-England  Stales.  Although  vegetation  in  the  fpring  com- 
mences cailier  in  thole  States  than  in  this  diflrifct,  yet  here  it  is 
much  more  rapid.  The  elevation  of  the  lands  in  general — the 
purity  of  the  air,  vyjiich  is  rendered  Iweet  and  ialubrious  by 
tlic  baliamic  qualities  of  many  of  the  forell  trees — the  limpid 
(Ircains,  both  large  and  hnall,  which  abundantly  water  this  coun- 
try, and  the  regularity  of  the  weather,  all  unite  to  render  this 
pne  of  the  hcalthieft.  coi^ntrics  in  the  world. 


FACE  OF  THE  COUxNTRY,  &c.  . 

The  dillii£t  of  Maine,  though  an  elevated  traft  of  country, 
jCannot  be  called  mountainous;  it  has  a  fca  coaH:  of  about  two 
hundred  and  forty  miles,  in  which  diitance  there  are  an  abun- 
dance of  fafe  and  cominodious  harbours  ;  bcfidcs  which,  there  is 
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a  fecurity  given    to  navigation,    on    fome  part  of  the  coaft,  by 

what  is  called  the  inland  pajfu^e.  Almofl  the  whole  coaft  is 
lined  with  illands,  among  which  yeflels  may  generally  anchor 
with  I'afety. 

The  principles  bays  are,  Paflamaquaddy,  Machias,  Penob- 
iVof,  Cafco,  and  Vl^ells.  Of  thefe,  Penobfcot  and  Cafco  are  the 
mod  remarkable.  Both  are  full  of  iflands,  fome  of  which  arc 
large  enough  for  townfliips.  Long-Iiland,  in  the  center  of 
Penobfcot  bay,  is  fifteen  milc^  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three 
in  breadth,  and  forms  an  incorporated  townlhip,  by  the  name  of 
Ifleborough,  containing  about  four  hundred  inhabitants.  On  a 
fine  pcniniuld  on  the  call  fide  of  die  bay  the  Britilh  built  a  fort 
and  made  a  fettlement,  which  is  now  the  fhire  town  in  the 
county  of  Hancock.  The  points  of  Cafco  bay  are,  Cape  Small 
Point  on  the  eaft,  and  Cape  Elizabeth  on  the  weft.  This  bay 
is  about  twenty-five  miles  in  width,  and  fourteen  in  lengthy 
forming  a  moft  excellent  harbour  for  vcITels  of  any  burden,  and 
^nterfperfed  witli  a  multitude  of  iilands,  fome  of  which  are 
nearly  large  enough  for  townfliips.  Wells'  bay  lies  between 
Cape  Porp^iife  and  Cape  Neddock. 

The  whole  interior  part  of  the  country  is  watered  by  many 
large  and  fmall  rivers;    the  principal  arc  the  following,  as  you 
proceed  from   eaft  to   weft.      St.  Croix,  a    fliort    river,  iffuing 
from  a  large  pond   in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's  river,  remarka- 
ble only   for  its  forming   a  part  of  the    eaftern   boundary  of  the 
JJnited  States.      Next  is   Paflamaquaddy  river,  which,   with   the 
Schondiac    from    the  weft,   falls    by    one    mouth   into    Paflfama- 
quaddy  bay.     Oppofite  Mount  Defert    Ifland,  which    is  about 
fifteen  miles  long,  and  twelve  broad,  Union  river  empties  into 
a  large    bay.      A  fhort    diftance    weft  is  the    noble    Penobfcot, 
which  riles  in  two  branches  from  the  high  lands;  of  this  we 
have  already  fppken,  as  we  have  alfo  of  the  Kennebeck,  Amerii* 
coggin,  and   the  Saco,*   vvhich  likewifc  flow   through   this    dif- 
tri£l.       At  the    falls    of   the  latter,    which  are  about    fix   miles 
from  the  fea,  the  river  is  broken   by   Indian  Ifland,  over  which 
is  the  poft  road,    and  a    bridge     is    thrown    over   each  of    the 
branches.      A  number  of  mills  are  e»c6ced  here,   to  which  logs 
are  floated    from    forty  and   fifty   miles    abtivc,  and   vefTcls    can 
come  quite  to  the  mills  to  take  in  the  lumber.      Four  million 
feet  of  pine  boards  were  annually    fawcd  at  tlicfc   mills  before 
the    war.         Bid-lcl'ord  and    Pepperhill   borough    lie    on    cithrr 
^ide   of  the  mouth  of  this  river.       Moulom,   Yoik,   and  Cape 
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Ncddock  rivers,  in  the  county  of  York,  are  ftiort  and  incosr 
l^derab^e  ftrcams.  Sheepfcut  is  a  river  navigable  for  twenty 
or  thihy  miles,  and  empties  itielf  into  the  ocean  a  little  to  the 
caftward  of  the  Kennebeck.  On  this  river  is  the  importauj^ 
port  of  Wifcaffet,  in   the  townfhip  of  Pownalborough. 

Stevens's  river  heads  within  a  mile  of  Merry  Meeting  Bay, 
a  communication  with  which  has  lately  been  opened  by  means 
of  a  canaj.  Cuffcns  river  is  between  Freport  and  North  Yar- 
mouth. Royals  river  empties  itlejf  into  the  fea  at  North  Yar- 
mouth. PreiUmfcut  river  meets  the  lea  at  Falmouth  ;  it  is.  fed 
by  a  lak^  called  Sebacock,  fituatcd  at  about  eighteen  miles 
N.  W.  of  Portland,  ^^nd  conne£led  with  Long  Pond  on  the 
N.  W.  by  Sungo  river.  The  wljole  extent  of  thefe  >yaters 
is  nearly  thirty  miles  in  a  N.  W,  and  S.  E.  dircftion.  Ano- 
ther river  called  Nonfu/ch,  paffes  to  the  fea  jthrough  Scarbo- 
rough ;  this  river  receives  its  name  from  its  extraordinary 
frefhets  ;  indeed,  the  whole  of  this  diftridl  is  beautifully  inter- 
fefted  and  adorned  with  fmall  lakes,  rivers,  &c.  which  render 
it  an  eligible  fjtuation  to  the  farmer   and  manufa£lurejr. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c.  * 


A  gnat  portion  of  the  lands  are  arable,  and  exceedingly 
fertile,  particularly  between  Penobfcot  and  Kennebeck  rivers. 
On  lome  part  of  the  fea  coafts,  however,  the  lands  are  but 
indifferent ;  but  this  dcfe£k  might  cafily  be  remedied,  by  ma- 
nuring them  with  a  marine  vegetable,  called  rock  weed,  which 
grows  on  the  rocks  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  all 
along  the  {bores.  It  makes  a  moft  excellent  manure,  and  the 
fupply  IS  immenle.  It  generally  grows  in  this  diftrift  on  alj 
the  fliores  that  are  wafhed  by  the  fea  ;  and  the  breadth  of 
the  border  is  in  proportion  to  the  height  the  tide  rifes,  which 
in  the  ciftern  part  of  the  diftrift,  is  nearly  thirty  feet.  It 
is  eftimated  that  there  are  four  thoufand  acrc^  of  this  rock 
weed  on  this  coall,  and  that  each  acre  will  produce  annu- 
ally twenty  loads,  making  in  the  whole  eighty  thouland  loads 
of  the  beft  manure,  ten  loads  of  which  ipread  upou  an  acre  are 
reckoned  fufHcient  for  tliree  years.  The  country  has  a  large 
proportion  of  dead  fwamps  and  lunken  lands,  which  arc  eafily 
drained,  and  leave  a  rich,  fat  foil.  The  interior  country  \^ 
Liniverially  reprefented  as  being  of  iin  excellent  foil,  well  adap- 
ted both  for  tillage  and  paRure.  The  lands  in  general  are  eafily 
Icared,  iiaving  but  little   unucr-brufli. 
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' '  iTiis  diftrift  may  naturally  be  confidcrcd  in  three  divifioiA 
.—The  fiift  comprehending  the  traft  lying  eaft  of  PenobfcOt 
river,  of  about  four  million  hve  hundred  thoufand  ac»|S— >The 
fccond,  and  beft  traft,  of  about  four  million  acres,  Ipng  be- 
tween Penobfcot  and  Kennebeck  rivers— The  third,  which  was  firft 
fettled,  and  is  the  mofl  populous  at  prefcnt,  weA  of  Kennebeck 
river,  containing  alio  about  four  million  acres. 

The  foil  of  this  country,  however,  in  general,  where  it  is 
properly  fitted  to  receive  the  feed,  appears  to  be  very  friendly 
to  the  growth  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  peas,  hemp,  and 
flax,  as  well  as  to  the  produ£iion  of  almoll  all  kinds  of  culi- 
nary roots  and  plants,  Englilh  grafs,  and  Indian  corn,  provid- 
ed the  fsed  be  procured  from  a  more  northern  climate,  flops 
are  the  fpontaneous  growth  of  this  country.  It  is  yet  proble- 
matical, whether  apple  and  other  fruit  trees  will  flourilh  in  the 
northern  and  eaftern  parts  of  this  diftrift.  It  is  faid,  how- 
ever, that  a  century  ago,  there  were  good  orchards  within  the 
county  of  Wafhington,  about  the  bay  of  Palfamaquaddy,  which 
were  dellroyed  after  Colonel  Church  broke  up  the  French 
fettlements  at  that  place.  From  fome  experiments  of  the  pre- 
fent  inhabitants,  the  prefumption  is  rather  againft  the  growth 
of  fruit  trees.  In  the  counties  of  York  and  Cumberland,  fruit 
is  as  plenty  as  in  New-Hampfhire.  This  country  is  equally  as 
good  for  grazing  as  for  tillage,  and  large  flacks  of  neat  cattle 
may  be  fed  both  in  fummer  and  winter. 

The  natural  produftions  confift  of  white  pine  and  fpruce 
trees  in  large  quantities,  fuitable  for  mails,  boards,  and  fhingles  : 
the  white  pine  is,  perhaps,  of  all  others,  the  mofl  ufeful  and 
important  ;  no  wood  will  fupply  its  place  with  advantage  in 
building.  Maple,  beech,  white  and  grey  oak,  and  yellow 
birch,  are  the  growth  of  this  country.  The  birth  is  a  large 
lightly  tree,  and  is  ufed  for  cabinet  work,  and  receives  a  po- 
lifh  little  inferior  to  mahogany.  The  outer  bark,  which  con- 
fifls  of  a  great  number  of  layers,  when  feparated,  is  as  fmooth 
and  foft  as  the  befl  writing  paper,  and  in  fome  cafes  is  a  tole- 
rable fubftitute  for  it.  The  low  lands  produce  fir,  but  it  is 
unfit  for  timber,  and  of  but  little  worth  for  fuel,  it  however 
yields  a  balfam  that  is  highly  prized.  This  balfam,  is  contained 
in  fmall  protuberances  like  bliflers,  under  the  fmooth  bark  of 
the  tree,  which  is  an  evergreen,  reiembling  the  fpruce,  but  very 
tapering,  and  neither  tall  nor  large. 

Mountain  and  bog  iron  are  found  in  feveral  parts  of  this 
diflrift,  and  fome  works  have  been  ereftcd  for  its  manufa£lu/-e  ; 
there  has  alfo  a  fpecies  of   fione    been  found  at  I«cbanon  in  tha 
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kf»tti\y  of  York,  that  yields   copperas  and  fulv-luir,   and  there 
it  no  doubt  but  tliat  time  will  tiring  otlicr  miuciwl,  to  light. 

Undn  this  article,  the  following  remarks  oi  General  L;ncoi,S 
ini^rit  a^lace  : 

,"  From  the  different  rivers,  in  this  cafiern  country,  waters 
miiy'  be  drawn  for  mills,  and  all  water  work  ;  bcdlcs,  many 
are  the  advantages  which  arife  to  a  country,  through  which 
ftrfaqis  of  water  are  fo  liberally  iurci  ;ac;lc(l,  as  they  are  in 
tliiu ;  and  ei'pecially  when  they  abound,  .is  many  of  thefe  do, 
wUh  fifh  of  different  kinds  ;  among  them  are  the  falmon,  (had, 
aloivife,  and  others,  which  feck  the  quiet  waters  of  the  lakes, 
aS'the  only  places  in  which  they  can  with  fafety  lodge  their 
fpawn.  From  this  fource,  the  inland  country  may  draw  a  fup. 
ply  of  fifli,  equal  to  all  their  demands  (if  they  are  not  inter- 
rupted in  their  paffage)  which  are  rendered  peculiarly  valua- 
ble, as  their  annual  return  is  at  a  feafon  of  the  year  when 
inoft  needed,  and  when  they  can  be  cured  with  a  very  little 
ialt ;  fo  ^hat  a  long  and  free  ufe  of  them  wijl  not  be  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  The  certainty  of  the  fupply  adds 
to  its  value.  Thefe  fifli,  as  is  fuppofcd,  and  of  which  there 
cannet,  I  think,  be  a  doubt,  return  to  the  fame  waters  yearly, 
in  which  they  were  fpawned,  unlefs  fome  natural  obftruftion 
be  thrown  in  their  way.  Whilft  the  people  inland  may  be 
fupplled  with  thefe  fifh,  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea  coaft  may 
be  fupplied  with  the  cod  and  other  ground  fifh,  which  are  al- 
lured quite  into  their  harbours,  in  purfuit  of  the  river  filh,  and 
and  may  be  taken  with  the  greateft  eafe,  as  no  other  craft  is  ne- 
ceffary  in  many  places  than  a  common  canoe.  Great  advantages 
arife  alfo  to  thofe  who  live  on  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  (hell-filh^ 
viz.  the  lobftcr,  the  fcollop,  and  the  clam.  To  thefe  advantages 
may  be  added,  thofe  which  arife  from  the  forefts  begin  filled 
with  the  nioofe  and  deer,  and  the  waters  being  covered  with 
wild  fowls  of  different  kinds." 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 


This  diflrift  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  York,  Cumber- 
land, Lincoln,  Ilincock,  and  Wafhington,  containing 
towns,  the  chief  of  which  arc  York,  the  capital  of  the  county 
of  tlie  fame  name  ;  Portland,  the  capital  of  Cumberland  county; 
Pownalboroucrh,  Hallowcll,  and  Walderborough,  in  Lincoln 
county  ,  and  Pcnobfcot  and  Machias,  the  capitals  of  Wafhing- 
tonu  and  Hiincotk  counties. 
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^\i  is  the  Capital  of  ihis  diflrift;  it  \i  Htuated  ol^  a  pfO« 
inontory  in  Cafco  bay,  and  was  fonnerly  a  part  of  Fa1mputh| 
In  July,  1786,  this  part  6f  the  tpWn  being  the  mofl  populous 
and  mercantile^  and  fituattd  oh  the  harbour^  together  with  the 
iflands  which  belong  to  Falmouth,  was  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  Portland;  It  has  a  mod  excellent,  fafe^  and  capacious  har- 
bour, which  is  feldom  ot  never  completely  fro2en  over.  It  is 
near  the  main  ocean,  and  is  eafy  of  accefs.  The  inhabitants 
carry  on  a  confiderable  foreign  tradcj  build  (hips,  and  are  large* 
ly  concerned  in  the  fifhery.  It  is  one  of  the  mod  thriving 
coinmercidl  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  of  MaiTaChufctts.  Al- 
though three-fourths  of  it  was  laid  in  aflies  by  the  Britilh  fleet 
in  1775,  it  has  fince  been  entirely  rebuilt,  n^nd  contjiins  among 
its  public  buildings  three  churches,  two  for  Congregationslifts, 
and  one  for  Epifcopalians ;  and  a  handfome  court-houfe. 

A  light-houfe  has  lately  been  ere£led  on  a  point  of  land  tailed 
Portland  Head,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  It  is  a  ftone 
edifice,  feventy-two  feet  high,  exclufive  of  the  lanthorn* 
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Vork  is  feVenty-fout  miles  N.  E*  from  Bofton,  and  nine 
from  Portfmoutn.  It  is  divided  into  two  pariflies  of  Congre- 
gationalifts.  York  river,  which  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  fix  or  feven  miles  from  the  fea,  paifes 
through  the  town.  Over  this  river  about  a  mile  from  the  fea, 
a  wooden  bridge  was  built  in  1761,  two  hundred  and  feVenty 
feet  'ong,  exclufive  of  the  wharfs  at  each  end,  which  reach  to 
the  channel,  and  twenty  five  feet  wide*  The  bridge  (lands  on 
thirteen  piers  *,  and  was  planned  and  condu£led  by  Major  Samuel 
Sewall,  an  ingenious  mechanic,  and  a  native  of  the  town.  The 
model  of  Charles  river  bridge  was  taken  from  this,  and  was 
built  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fame  gentlemen.  It 
has  alio  ferved  as  the  model  of  Maiden  and  Beverly  bridges,  and 
has  been  imitated  even  in  Europe,  by  thofe  ingenious  American 
artifts,  Meflieurs  Coxc  and  Thompfon. 

This  town  was  fettled  as  early  as  1B30,  and  was  then  called 
Agamenticus,  from  a  remarkable  high  hill  in  it  of  that  name, 
a  noted  land  mark  for  mariners. 

About  the  year  1640,  a  great  part  of  this  town  Was  incorpo- 
rated  by  Sir  FerUmando   Gorges,  by  the  name   of   Gcorgianai 
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He  appointed  a  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  made  it  a  free  p6^(; 
In  1658,  when  it  fell  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  Maifachufetta,  it 
aflumed  the  name  of  York,  which  it  haa  finCe  retained. 

Hallowell  ia  a  very  flourifiiing  town^  fituated  in  latitude  44O 
40',  at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters  on  Kennebeck  river.--. 
■  Pownalborough,  (ituated  on  Sheepfcut  riVer,  with  a  good  port. 
Penobfcot,  and  MacKias,  are  alfo  towns  of  confiderabte  and  in. 
creating  importance.  Bangor,-  fituated  at  the  head  of  the  tide 
waters  on  Penobfcot  river,  latitude  45*,  it  ia  thought,  will  in  a 
few  yeara  becoYne  a  place  of  very  confiderable  trade.  The  other 
towns  of  Confideration  are,  Kitteryj  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  Pifcataqua  river,  which  carries  on  a  good  trade  in  (hip 
building  ;  Wells,  Biddeford,  Berwick,  North  Yarmouth,  and 
Waldoborough. 

'  P  O  P  (J  L  A  T  I  O  N. 

I'his  diftri£l  has  of  late  exhibited  an  afloniihing  inftance  of 
f-apid  Population.  From  one  of  the  mod  dreary  and  barren 
wildernefies  in  America,  it  is  by  intenfe  induftry  and  rigid  econo- 
my, gradually  becoming  a  rich  and  fertile  State.  According  to 
the  cenfus  taken  in  1796  the  population  of  the  diftri£l  of 
Maine  was  at  follows  : 


OF  MAINE, 
YORK  COUNTY. 
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TOWNS. 


Kittcry 

York 

Wells 

Arundel 

Bid4eford     - 

Pepperellborough 

Little  Falls    . 

Little  Oflepee 

Berwick        • 

Lebanon 

Shapleigh 

Wafhington 

Parfonficld     - 

Francifborough 


II 

M 


TOWNS. 


aaso 

agoo 

3070 

1458 
1018 

607 
662 

3894 

»«75 
1329 

262 

655 
3ii 


Limrick 
Waterborough 
Coxall 
Sandford 
Fryiburgh     • 
firownficld    and 

Suincook 
Waterford     and 

Penecook 
New-Andovcr 
Hiramt^md 
Porter^^      - 
Buxton    '     • 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


Portland 

Gorham 

Scarborough 

Falmouth 

Cape-Elizabeth 

Ncw-Glouccftcr 

Grey 

Windham     - 

Otisfield        - 

Raymondtown 

Bridgtown 

Flintflown 


2240 
2244 

2235 
2991 

»355 

»358 

577 

938 

»97 
345 

329 
190 


Standith 
Butterfield    - 
Ruffield 
Turner 
Bucktown    - 
Shcpherdfield 
Bakcrilovvn 
North-Yarmouth 
Frecport 
Durham 
Brunfwick.  - 
Harpfwcll     - 


LINCOLN  COUNTY. 


L    I 


I'ownalboiough 
Woolwich    . 

Georgetown 
liath    - 
Top  (ham 
Boothbay 
Edgcomb 
New.CalUc    - 
Pittfton 
Hallowcll 


Bowdoinham 

Nobleborough 

Waldoborough 

Briftol 

Culhing 

Warren 

Thomallon    - 

Meduncook 

Union 

Winthrop 


4»> 
965 

180a 
647 
850 

«50 


a»4 
'5fi4 


716 

189 

448 

349 

453 

530 
1276 

1978 

1330 
724 

1387 

1071 

25450 


455 

5»6 
1210 

1718 
942 
646 
801 
322 

200 
1  iAO 


5 ; 
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•S3 

n 

'^i 

"  '^ 

TOWNS. 

TOWNS. 

n 

1 

is 

sb3 

Bait  town 

lOTi* 

Nuvndgwalk 

376 

Bowdojn         - 

Titcomb 

264 

Vaffalborou^h      - 

1340 

Karatunk      » 

103 

Jones^-PlanUjtion 

»6» 

Sandy>riyer,  N^.  4. 

8«7 

Lewiftowp 

532 

Little-river 

64 

Fairfield 

49a 

Smithtown     - 

$ai 

Prefcott&Carr's\ 
Plantation     -  J 

Wales 

439 

«59 

Green 

639 

Sandy-river,  N*.  i. 

>3o 

New-Sandwich 

297 

Sandy-river,  N  *.  a. 

494 

Wafliington 

6)8 

Sandy-river,  N^^.  3. 

0  350 

Sterling 

166 

Hancock          r 

278 

Rockymekoe 

i03 

Winflov         r 
Canaan 

7^9 
454 

Littlcborough 

263 

2990a 

HANCOCK    COUNiY. 

Penoblco^      - 

1048 

Townlhip,  NO.  to. 

239 

Vinalhavcn     - 

578 

Bluehill 

274 
6^9 

Deer-Ifle      - 

682 

Sedgwick     - 
Belfaft     .      - 

Eaflern-river    -     - 

240 

'245 

Buckftown       -      - 

3»6 

Pucktrap      - 

276 

Orrington     - 

477 

Canaan          - 

J32 

Edcfton        - 

MO 

Barrctftown 

»73 

Conduflcce^ 

5^7 

Camden 

33* 

Frankfort 

891 

Iflefborough 

38a 

Mount-Dcfert 

744 

Orphan-Ifland 

124 

Goldiborough 
Sullivan     :.  - 

'r.-,.,-,fon 

267 

Small-inandj 

66 

504 
312 

9549 

»'                             W>^ 

.SHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Plantations   eafl  of 

Planiations  weft  of 

Machias, 

Machias, 

NP.     1-    , 

66 

No.     4    - 

«33 

N9.      8    - 

M4 

NO.     5    . 

208 

N9.     4    - 

54 

NO.     6    - 

NO.     5    -         - 

84 

NO.    :i     - 

95 

NO.     8    - 

244 

NO.    ta    - 

8 

No.     9    - 

29 

K'  ^3    - 

323 

No.  10    - 

42 

N"".  .22    - 

^75 

NO.   11    - 

37 

Machias 

818 

NO.  12    - 
NP.   13,    - 

54 
7 

Buckharbour 

61 

2-71:8    1 
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SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION, 


III 


York  County 
Cumberland  do. 
Lincoln  do, 
Hancock  do*              . 
WaHiington  do* 

1 

«            •            « 
•            f            ■ 

•             ■>              « 

Total, 

•88a  t 

aS450 
19962 

9549 
3758 

96540 

The  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  an  this  dt{lri£l  muft  con- 
/iderably  exceed  an  hundred  thoufand. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

There  are  no  peculiar  features  in  the  charaCler  of  the  people 
of  this  diftrift,  to  didinguiih  them  from  their  neighbours  in 
Ncw-Hampfiiire  and  Vermont.  Placed  as  they  are  in  like  cir- 
cumftances,  they  areiike  them,  a  brave,  hardy,  enterprifmg,  in- 
duftrious,  hofpitable  people.  Epifcopacy  was  cftablithed  by  their 
fird  charter,  but  now  the  prevailing  religious  denominations  are 
Congregational ifts  and  fiaptifts,  who  are  candid,  tolerant,  and 
/catholic  towards  thofe  of  other  perfuafions  j  there  arc  a  few  Epif- 
copalians  and  Roman  Ca,tholics. 

TRADE  AND  M\NUFACTURES. 

From  the  fiifft  fettlement  of  Maine,  until  the  year  1 774  or 
11775,  the  inhabitants,  generally  followed  the  lumber  trade  to 
the  negleil  of  agriculture.  This  afforded  an  immediate  profit. 
Large  quantities  of  corn  and  pther  grain  were  annually  imported 
from  Bollon  and  other  places,  without  which  it  was  fuppofed 
the  inhabitants  could  not  have  fubfii^ed.  B.u^  the  late  war,  by 
rendering  thefe  refources,  precarious,  put  the  inhabitants  upon 
their  tr^ic  intereft  j  i.e.  the  cutTjvAiiQN  O?  their  iands. 
They  now  rail'e  a  fufficient  quantity  for  their  own  confump- 
tion  ;  though  too  many  arc  ftill  more  fond  of  the  axe  than  of 
the  plough.  TKcir  wool  and  flajf  arc  very  good;' — hemp  has 
lately  been  tried  with  great  fuccel's.  Almoft  every  family  manu- 
fafture  wool  and  flax  into  cloth,  and  make  farming  utenfils  of 
.every  kincl  for  their  own  ufe. 

The  exports  of  this  country  arc  lumber  of  various  kinds,  fuclj 
as  mafts,  which  of  late^  however^  have  become  frarcc  ;  white  pin« 
boards,  fhip  timber,  and  every  fpecies  of  Iplit  lumber  manur 
^aQ:urcd  from  pine  and  oak  :  thefc  are  exported  fi-om  the  jiifltc- 
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rent  ports  in  immenfe  quantities.     Dried  fi(h  fumiflies  likewifft 
another  very  capital  article  of  the  exports  of  this  didriA. 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE, 

The  ereftion  of  a  college  near  Cafco  bay  was  long  fince  con* 
tcmplated  and  determined  on,  and  the  legiflature  have  proceed* 
td  fo  far  in  the  bufmefs  as  to  determine  on  the  principles  of 
fuch  an  eftablilhment,  Academies  in  Hallowell,  Berwick,  FryC 
burg,  and  Machias  have  been  incorporated  by  the  legiflature 
and  endowed  with  handfome  grants  of  the  public  lands.  And 
it  is  but  juft  to  obfcrve,  that  town-fchools  are  very  generally 
inaintained  in  mod  of  thejtowns  that  are  able  to  4e^ay  the  ex^ 
penfe,  and  a  fpirit  of  impro«rement  i$  increaiing. 

CONSTITUTION. 

At  the  time  of  the  United  States  becoming  independent,  this 
diflri£t  was  in  fome  meafure  incorporated  with  Maflachufetts, 
by  virtue  of  a  charter  derived  from  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  ;  it  has  as  yet  continued  nearly  the  fame  connection,  its 
tonllitution  is  therefojrc  the  fame  with  that  State.  The  repa- 
ration of  this  diftrift,  and  its  erejEtion  into  at|  independent 
State,  have  been  fubjefts  publicly  ^ifculTed  by  the  inhabitants  in 
town  meetings,  by  appointment  of  the  legiflature.  Such  is  the 
rapid  fettlement  and  progrefs  of  this  country,  that  the  period 
when  this  contemplated  feparation  will  take  place,  is  probably 
not  far  diftant. 

INDIANS. 

The  remains  of  the  Penobfcot  tribe  are  the  only  Indians  who 
fake  up  their  refidence  in  this  diftrift.  They  confill  of  about 
pne  hundred  families,  and  live  together  in  regular  fociety  at 
Indian  Old  Town,  which  is  fituated  on  an  ifland  of  about  two 
hundred  acres,  in  Penobfcot  river,  juft  above  the  Great  Falls, 
They  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  have  a  prieft,  who  relides  among 
them,  and  adminilters  the  ordinances.  They  have  a  decent 
houfe  for  public  worfliip,  with  a  bell,  and  another  building, 
where  they  meet  to  tranfa£l  the  public  bufinefs  of  their  tribe. 
In  their  aflemblies  all  things  are  managed  with  the  greateft  order 
and  decorum.  The  Sachems  form  the  legiflativc  and  executive 
authority  of  the  tribe  ;  though  the  heads  of  all  the  families  are 
invited  to  be  prelent  at  their  public  periodical  meetings,  The 
tribe  is  increafing,  in  confequcncc  of  an  obligation  laid,  by  the 
S^chemS)  on  the  young  people  to  nriarry  early. 
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tn  a  former  war,  this  tribe  loft  their  lands ;  but  at  the  com- 
thencement  of  the  laft  war,  the  Provincial  Congrcfs  granted 
them  all  the  lands  from  the  head  of  the  tide  in  Penobfcot  river, 
included  in  lines  drawn  fix  miles  from  the  river  on  each  fide, 
i.  e.  a  trafl  twelve  miles  wide,  intcrfe6ted  in  the  middle  by  the 
river.  They,  however,  confider  that  they  have  a  right  to 
hunt  and  fifli  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot  ex- 
tends. This  was  their  original  right,  in  oppofition  to  any  other 
tribe,  and  they  now  occupy  it  undifturbed,  and  we  hope 
continue  fo  to  do,  till  the  period  fliftU  arrive  when  mingled 
with  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants^  they  ftiall  form  but  one  ge- 
neral mafs* 


PLANTATIONS  Of 


Rhode-island  ani> 
providence. 


Situation,  extent^  and  boundaries.  ' 

X  he  State  known  by  this  name  lies  between  41°  and  4a** 
north  latitude  and  3^  and  4**  ca ft  longitudie /rom  Philadelphia* 
the  length  is  about  fixty-eiglit  miles,  and  the  breadth  fort/ 
miles  ;  it  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  eaH!  by  the  State  of  Maf- 
I'achufetts,  on  the  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocea:n,  and  on  the  weft 
by  the  State  of  Conneftieut,  , 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 

This  is  a$  healthful  a  country  as  any  part  of  North-Amerita, 
The  winters  in  the  maritime  parts  are  milder  than  in  the  in- 
land country  ;  the  air  being  foftened  by  a  fea  vapour,  which 
alio  enriches  the  foil.  The  fummers  arc  delightful,  efpecially 
on  Rhode-Illand,  where  the  extreme  hea;ts,  which  prevail  in 
other  parts  of  America,  are  allayed  by  cool  and  refrefhing  breeze» 
from  the  fea. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

Rhode-Ifland.  from  which  the  State  takes  half  its  name,  is 
thirteen  miles  in  length  ;  its  average  breadth  is  about  four 
miles.  It  is  divided  into  three  townfliips,  Newport,  Portf- 
moilth,  and  Middletown^  This  ifland,  in  point  of  foil,  climate, 
and  fituation,  may  be  ranked  among  the  fineft  and  moft  charm- 
ing in  the  world.  In  its  moft  flourifhing  ftate  it  was  called  by 
travellers  the  Eden  of  America  j  but  the  change  ^vhich  the  ravages 
of  war  and  a  decreafe  of  bufmefs  have  effcfted  is  great  and  me- 
lancholy. Some  of  the  moft  ornamental  country  feats  were 
dcftroyed,  and  their  fine  groves,  orchards,  and  fruit  trees^ 
wa'ntonly  cut  down  :  and  the  gloom  of  its  prcfcnt  decayed  ftate 
is  heightened  by  its  charming  natural  fituation,  and  by  reflcfting 
upon  its    former  glory.     Providence,  in  many  parts,  is  equally 
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pleafant,  the  whole  country  being  beautifully  Variegated    and 
plentifully  watered. 

In  the  town  of  Briftol,  ii  Mount  Hopcj  or  (Haup)  which  is 
the  only  mountain  in  the  State,  there  is  nothing  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  it  to  claiiri  particular  attention.  Among  the  riverd 
the  following  deferve  notice  : 

Providence  and  Taunton  rivers,  both  of  ^Vhich  fall  into  Nar- 
'raganfct  bay,  the  former  on  the  weft,  thfe  latter  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Rhode-Iflandi  Providence  river  rifcS  partly  in  Maffa- 
chufetts,  and  is  navigable  as  far  as  '||rovidcnce  for  (hips  of 
nine  hundred  tons,  thirty  miles  from  Ihe  fea;  Taunton  rivet" 
is  navigable  for  fmall  veiTels  to  Taunton,  Xbe  common  tides 
rife  about  four  feeti 

Fall  river  is  fmall,  riftng  ih  Frec+oWn,  and  paffing  through 
Tiverton.  The  line  between  thr-  S  aes  of  Maffachufetts  and 
Rhode-Ifland^  paffes  Fall  river  bridge;  PatuJiet  river  rifcs  in 
Mafhapog  pond,  and  five  miles  below  Providence  empties  into 
tvfarraganfet  bay*  JPautucket  ri^er.  Called  more  northerly  Blaclt- 
ftonc's  river,  empties  ln*o  Seekhonck  river^  four  miles  N.  N. 
E.  from  Providence,  vhefe  are  the  falls  hereafter  defcribed^ 
bver  which  is  a  bric^e^  on-  the  poll  road  to  Bofton,  and  forty 
miles  from  thence.  The  confluent  ftream  empties  into  Provi- 
dence river^  about  a  mile  below  Weyboffett,  or  the  great  bridge* 
N^fpatucket  river  falls  into  the  bay  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
N.  W.  of  Weyboltet  bridge.  Mofhaffuck  river  falls  into  the 
fame  bay,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  bridge.  Thefo 
tivers  united  form  Providence  river,  which,  a  few  miles  below 
the  town,  receives  the  name  of  Narraganfet  bay,  and  affords 
fine  filh,  oyfters,  and  lobfters,  in  great  plenty;  the  bay  makes 
up  from  Iputh  to  north  between  the  main  land  on  the  eaft  and 
weft.  It  embofoms  many  fertile  iilands,  the  appearance  of 
which  and  of  the  circumjacent  country  in  the  fpring  and  fum- 
mer  feafons,  cither  from  the  land  or  water,  is  extremely  beau- 
tiful and  charming ;  the  principal  of  thefe,  bcfides  Rhode- 
Ifland,  are  Canonnicut,  Prudence,  Patience,  Hope,  Dyers  and 
Hog  iflands.  The  firft  of  thcfe,  viz.  Canonnicut  ifland,  lies  weft 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  is  fix  miles  iu  length,  and  about  one  mile 
in  breadth ;  it  was  purchafed  of  the  Indians  in  1657,  and  in- 
corporated by  ai)  a£l  of  affembly  by  the  name  ^f  the  Iflund  of 
Jameftown  in    1678. 

Prudence  ifland    is    nearly  or    quite  as  large  as    Canonnicut, 
and   lies  north  of  it,   and   is   a  part  of  the  lownftiip    of  Portf- 
mouth. 
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Block  ifland,  called  by  the  Indians  Maniffcs,  is  twcnty-ohtf 
-  thiles  S.  S.  W,  froni  >fewport,  andi  is  the  louthcrnmofl  land 
belonging  tcf  the  State  ;  it  was  crofted  into  a  townfijip,  by  the 
name  of  Ne\\'  Shoreham,  in  1672.  The  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland  wefe  formerly  noted  for  making  good  cheefe ;  and  they 
catch  cdnfiderablc  cjuantitics  of  cod  fiflii  round  the  ledges  near 
the  ifland. 

The  harbours  in  this  State  are,  Newport,  ProX'idence  Wick- 
fordj  Patuxet,  Warren,  and  Briftol,  all  of  which  are  advanta- 
,  geou^,  a(nd  fevcral  of  them  commodious.  For  the  fafcty  and 
convenience  of  lailin^pitito  Narraganfet  bay  and  the  harbour  of 
Newport,  i  h'ght  houfe  ivns  erefted  in  1749  on  Beavertail,  at 
the  louth  end  of  Carionnicut  ifland;  the  diameter  of  the  bafc  is 
twenty-four  feet,  and  of  the  top  thirteen  feet  ;  the  height 
from  ike  ground  to  the  top  of  the  cornice  is  fifty  feet,  round 
which  is  a  gallery,  and  within  thnt  fl^ands  the  lanthorn,  which 
is  about  eleven  feet  high  and  eight  feet  in  diameter.  The 
ground  the  light-houlc  (lands  on  is  about  twelve  feet  above  the 
furface  of  the  fea  at  high  waters 

'    Soil,  productio^is,  &c. 

This  State,-  abounds  with  pafliure,  but  not  with  grain ;  m 
Rhdde-Ifland  alone  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  flieep  are  fed,  be- 
fides  neat  cattle  and  horfeS,  and  a  like  proportion  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  State.  It  hoWeVer  produces  Corn,  rye, 
barley,  oats,  and  in  fome  parts  wheat  fufficienl  for  home  con- 
lumption  ;  and  the  various  kinds  of  grafles,  fruits,  culinary 
roots  and  plants  in  great  abundance,  and  in  good  perfcftion, 
and  cycler  is  made  for  ejcportation.  The  north-wcftern  parts 
of  the  State  are  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  are  more  rocky  and 
barren  than  the  other  parts.  The  traft  of  country  'lying  be- 
tween South-Kingfloh  and  the  Connefticut  line,  called  the 
Narraganfet  countyj  is  excellent  gracing  land,  and  is  inhabited 
by  a  number  of  wealthy  farmers,  who  raile  fome  of  the  fineft 
neat  cattle  in  New-England,  weighing  from  fixteen  to  eighteen 
hundred  weight.  They  keep  large  dairies,  and  make  both  but- 
ter and  chccte  of  the  befl;  quality  and  in  very  large  quarjtities 
for  exportation.  Narraganfet  has  been  famed  for  an  excellent 
breed  of  pacing  horics,  remavknble  for  their  fpeed  and  hardi- 
nefs,  and  for  enduring  the  fatigues  of  a  journey;  this,  breed 
of  horfci.  has,  however,  m>iCh  depreciated  of  late,  tlie  beft 
mares  having  been  purehaled  by  the  people  from  the  weft- 
wnrd. 
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The  bowris  of  the  earth  in  this  State  offer  a  large  rccom- 
pcnfc  to  the  induftrious  adventurer.  Iron  ore  is  found  iij 
great  plenty  in  feveral  parts.  The  iron  works  on  Pautuxet 
river,  twelve  miles  from  Providence,  are  fupplied  with  ore 
frotn  a  bed  fpuf  piiles  and  a  half  diflsnt,  whi|ch  lies  in  a 
valley,  through  which  runs  a  brook  ;  the  brook  is  turned  intd 
a  new  chabncl,  and  the  ore  pits  are  cleared  of  water  by  a  ftream 
cjigine,  con(lru,£ted  and  made  at  the  furnace,  by  and  under 
the  direftion  of  the  late  Jofeph  Brown,  Efq.  of  Providence, 
which  continues  a  very  ufeful  monum^t  of  his  mechanical 
genius  :  at  this  ore  bed  are  a  yeriety  W  ores,  curious  Ilones, 
ochres,  &c. 

At  Diamond-Hill,  in  the  county  of  Providence,  which  is  fo 
failed  from  its  fparkling  and  fhining  appearance,  there  are  a  va- 
riely  of  peculiar  ftones,  more  curious  than  at  prefent  they  ap- 
pear to  be  ufeful ;  but  not  far  from  this  hill,  in  the  townftiip 
of  Cumberland,  is  a  copper  mine,  mixed  with  iron  ftrongly 
impregnated  with  load  ftone,  of  which  fome  large  pieces  have 
been  found  in  the  neighbourhood :  no  method  has  yet  been 
difcovered  to  work  it  to  advantage,  or  rather,  no  one  has  yet 
been  foynd  with  fufficient  fpirit  to  engage  in  an  undertaking, 
which,  though  it  might  be  attended  with  difficulty  at  firft,  could 
hardly  fail,  ultimately,  of  yieldirlg  ari  ample  recompenfe. 

An  abundance  of  limeftone  is  found  in  this  State,  particu- 
larly in  the  county  of  Providence;  of  which  large  quantities  of 
lime  are  made  and  exported.  This  limeftone  is  of  different 
colours,  and  is  the  true  marble,  of  the  white,  plain  and  varie- 
gated kinds  ;  it  takes  a  fine  polilh,  and  y/orks  etjual'  to  any 
in  America. 

There  are  feveral  mineral  fpringp  in  this  State,  to  one  of 
which,  near  Providence,  many  people  refort  to  bathe  and 
drink  the  water. 

The  waters  of  this  State  are  equally  produ£live  ;  in  the 
rivers  and  bays  are  plenty  of  fheeps-hcad,  black-fifh,  berring, 
ffja4,  lobfters,  oyfters,  and  clams ;  and  around  the  Xhores  of 
Rhode-Iljand,  befides  thofe  already  mcntipned,  are  cod,  halibut, 
mackerel, .  bafs,  haddock,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  more  than  feven- 
ty  di^erent  kinds,  fo  that  in  the  fcalons  of  fifti  the  markets 
prefent  a  continual  fcene  of  buftle  and  hurry.  Rhode-lfland 
is  indeed  conftdered  by  travellers  as  the  bed  fifn  market,  not 
only  *in  the  United  States,  but  in  the  world, 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  CHIEF  TOWNS,  &c. 

fhis  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  v:2,  Newport,  Pro- 
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vidence,  Wafhington,  Bridol^  and  Kent ;  thefe  are  fubdivl^d 
into  thirty   townfhips.      Jhc  principal  town;i  ip   each  ^re  ai 

follow  ; 

KEWfOfcT. 

This  town  lies  in  lat,  41^  35';  it  was  firft  fettled  by  Mr, 
Williatn  Coddington,  afterwards  governor,  and  the  father  of 
Rhode-Illand,  with  feventeen  others,  in  1639.  Its  harbour, 
which  is  one  of  the  fined  in  the  world,  i'prea4s  wef^ward  be> 
fore  the  town  ;  the  entrj^nce  is  eafy  and  fafe,  and  a  large  fleet 
may  anchor  in  it,  andfpde  in  perfe£l  fccurity.  Jt  is  probable, 
IKould  the  United  States  eftablifh  a  nava)  force,  that  this  may, 
in  fome  future  period,  become  one  <^f  the  man  of  war  ports  of 
the  An^erican  empire.  The  town  lies  north  and  fouth  upon  ^ 
gradual  afcent  as  you  proceed  from  the  water,  and  exhibits  j^ 
beautiful  view  from  the  harbour,  and  from  the  neighbouring 
hills  \yhich  lie  weftward  upon  the  main.  Weft  of  the  town 
is  (#oat-inund,  on  whic.  is  a  fort.  Between  this  ifland  and 
Hhode-Ifland  is  the  hafbour.  Front  or  Water-ftreet  is  a  mile 
^n  length. 

Newport  cbntains  about  one  thoufand  houfes,  built  chiefly 
pf  wood;  it  hay  nine  houlcs  for  public  worfliip,  three  for  the 
Baptifts,  two  for  tlie  Congregatio|ialifts,  one  for  Epifcopalians, 
pne  for  Quakers,  one  for  Moravian?,  and  a  fynagogue  for  the 
Jews  :  the  other  public  buildings  are  a  date  hpufe  and  ai^ 
pdifice  fof  the  public  library.  The  fituation,  form  and  archi- 
tefture  of  the  date  houfe,  give  it  a  pleafing  appearance  ;  it 
ftiuids  fufhcicntly  elevated,  and  a  long  wharf  and  paved  parade 
|ead  up  to  it  from  the  harbour. 

The  pESTRUCTivE  iNr|,UENCE  or  PAPER  MONEV,  whicH 
has  now,  howeVer,  ceafed  to  operate,  combined  with  the  de- 
yaftation  of  a  cruel  and  unjuft  war,  have  occafioned  a  dagna- 
tion  of  bufinefs  which  is  truly  melancholy  and  didreiling. — t 
This  city,  far  famed  for  the  beauty  of  its  Otuation,  the  falu- 
brity  of  its  climate,  and  the  holpitality  and  politcnefs  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  which  was  the  place  of  refort  for  invalids  from 
a  great  didance,  now  wears  the  gloomy  afpedt  of  decay  ;  thou- 
fands  of  its  inhabitants  are  almod  deditute  of  employment;  this 
pircumdance,  together  vvith  tl^at  of  there  bei|ig  a  great  abun- 
dance of  raw  materials  in  the  vicinity,  drongly  mark  out  this 
pity  as  a  convenient  and  proper  fituation  for  extenfive  manu- 
fafturcs.  Should  the  gentlemen  of  foitune  refident  in  the  State, 
pr  any  of  thofe  who  have  emigrated  or  that  may  emigrate  thither 
from  different   parts  of   Europe,  turn  their   capitals   intp  thi? 
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channel,  they  would  not  only  derive  a  profit  to  tliemfclves,  but 
be  inftrumental  in  giving  employment  and  bread  to  thoufands 
of  now  unhappy  people,  and  of  reviving  the  former  importance 
of  this  beautiful  city. 

The  excellent  accommodations  and  regulations  of  the  nume- 
rous packets  which  belong  to  this  port,  and  which  ply  thenfre 
to  Providence  and  New-York,  ought  not  to  pals  unnoticed; 
they  are  faid  to  be  I'upcrior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in 
Europe, 


PROVIDENCE, 
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Provi4ence  is  lltuated  in  lat.  41^  51'  on  both  fides  of  Provi- 
dence river,  is  thirty-five  miles  from  the  fea,  and  thirty  miles 
K.  by  W.  from  Newport;  it  is  the  oldeft  town  in  the  State; 
Rofcr  WiUiams  and  his  company  were  its  firft  fettlers  n 
1636, 

This  town  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  ylver,  and  con- 
neftcd  by  a  bridge,  formerly  called  Weyboffet,  from  a  high  hill 
pf  that  name  which  flood  near  the  wed  end  of  the  bridge,  but 
which  is  now  removed,  and  its  bafe  built  upon ;  thi$  bridge 
which  is  the  only  one  of  any  confiderable   note  in  this  State, 
is  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet   long  and  twenty-two  feet  widje, 
fupported   by  two  wooden   treffels   and  two  ilone  pillars;  its 
iituation  affording  a  profpeft  of  all  veflels  leaving  and  entering 
the  harbour,  renders  it  a  pleafant  place  of  refort   in   the    fumr 
mer.     Ships  of  almod  any  fize  fail  up  and  down  the  channel^ 
which  is  marked  out  by  flakes,  ere£led  at  points,  {hoals,  and 
J)eds  lying   in  the  river,  fo  that  ftrangers  may  comc  up  to  the 
town  without  a  pilot.     A   (hip  of  950  tons,  for  the  Eafl-India 
trade,    was  lately  built   in  this  town,   and  fitted   for   fea.     In 
.i'y64  there  were  belonging  to  the  county  jf  Providence  fifty- 
four   fail    of    veffels,    containing  four  thoufand   three    hundred 
and  twenty  tons.     In   1791  they  had  one  hundred  and  twenty-: 
nine     fail,     containing    eleven     thoufand    nine    hundred    and 
forty-two   tons,    and    in    1792    thefe    were    confiderably    in- 
creafed. 

This  town  fuffered  much  by  the  Indian  v/ar  of  16-75,  when 
a  number  of  its  inhabitants  removed  to  Rhode-Ifland  fur  fhclter. 
In  the  late  war  the  cafe  was  revcrfed;  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  i(l;md  removed  to  Pruvidence. 

-The  public  buildings  are,  an  elegant  mecting-houfe  for  the 
fiaptifls,  eighty  feet  iquarc,  with  a  lofty  and  beautiful  fleeple 
and  a  large  bell,  caft  at  the  Furnace  Hope  in  Scituate — a  mect- 
ing-houle  for  Friends  or  Quakers,  two, for  Congregationolifts, 
an  epi(copal  church,  a  haiidiome  court-huufe,  fcventy  feet  by 
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forty,  in  which  is  depofited  a  library  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabi* 
tHnts  of  the  town  and  country— a  work-houfe,  a  market-houfe 
eighty  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  and  a  brick  fchool-houfe, 
in  which  foiir  fchools  are  kept.  The  houl'es  in  this  town  are 
generally  built  of  wood,  though  there  are  fomc  brick  buildings 
which  arc  lurge  and  elegant.  At  a  convenient  diftance  from 
the  town,  an  hoCpital  for  the  fmall-pox  and  other  difeafes  has 
been  erefted.  There  are  two  fpermaceti  works,  a  number  of 
didilleries,  fugar  houfes,  and  other,  manufaftories.  Several 
forts  were  ercftcd  in  and  near  Providence  during  the  late  war, 
but  little  attention  has  been  given  ^o  them  fince;  in  the  deter^ 
mination  of  the  American  governirjcnt  to  put  the  fea  ports,  &c, 
iKitu  a  proper  ftate  of  defence,  this  place  has  not  been  for* 
gotten,  orders  have  been  given  to  repair  thofe  works  neceffary 
fwr  the  defence  of  the  town.  This  town  has  an  extenhve 
trade  with  Mairachulctts,  Conncfticut,  and  part  of  Vermont  j 
and  from  its  advantageous  fituation,  promifes  to  be  among 
tbc  liirgefl;  towns  in  New-England  ;  it  fends  four  reprefentatives 
to  the  Cieneral  Aifembly;  the  other  towns  in  the  county  |en4 
^t  two. 

BRISTOL. 

^rifloj  is  a  plcalant  thriving  town,  about  fixteen  miles  north 
jof  Newportj  on  the  main;  part  of  the  town  was  deftroyed  by 
the  Britifh,  but  it  has  fince  been  rebuilt;  it  has  an  epifcopal 
jind  a  congregational  church.  This  town  is  noted  for  rajfmg 
laj-gc  quantities  of  onion  and  other  roots.  A  number  of  veflels 
are  owned  by  the  inhabitants,  and  they  carry  on  a  confiderable 
trade  to  Africa,  the  Well  ladies,  and  to  difl'eient  paft«»  of  the 
United  States. 

WAKREl^, 

Warren  is  aila  a  tlouriniing  town,  has  a  very  lucrative  trade 
Avith  theWeit-Iiidics  and  other  places,  and  a  qonfiderable  poir 
tion  of  buiiners  in  fliip-bullding. 


LITTLE     COMPTON.  \ 

Liirlc  Comploij,  ciiUod  by  tue  Indians  5aonwc^,  is  faid  to  be 
the  beil  taUiv;'t.ed  tov^'IJ^ul»  in  the  State,  and  affords  a  grcater 
luT'ply  of  provifioMS  for  maiket,  luth  as  meats  of  the  feveral 
.';inds,  bulter,  chccfe  vegetables,  &c.  than  any  other  town  of 
its  fize.  1  he  inhanltar.ts,  who  are  an  indudvious  and  fober 
people,  and  iu  thefc  refpci-ls  an  example  worthy  the  notice  and 
limtatio'i  o£  t-iicii    bix'liiicsi    ill    io:uo  oih'ji    naits  of  the  State, 
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tnanufa£lure  linen  and  tow  cloth,  flannels,  Ac.  of  an  excellent 
quality,  and  in  confidcrable  quantities  for  fale. 

About  four  miles  north-caft  of  Providence  lies  a  fmall  village^ 
,  called  Pautucket,  a  place  of  fome  trade,  and  famous  for  lamp- 
rey eels.  Through  this  village  runs  Pautucket  river,  which 
empties  into  Seekhonck  river  at  this  place ;  in  this  tiVer  is  a 
beautiful  fall  of  water:  dircftly  ove-  'lie  falls  a  bridge  has  lately 
been  built,  which  is  a  work  oi  confidcrable  magnitude  and 
much  ingenuity,  which  divides  the  Commonwealth  of  Ma(fa- 
chufetts  from  the  State  of  Rhodc-Ifland.  The  fall  in  its 
whole  length,  is  upwards  of  fifty  feet :  the  water  pafTes  through 
fevcral  chafms  in  a  rock  which  runs  diametridilly  acrofs  the  bed 
of  the  ftream,  and  ferves  as  a  dam  to  the  water.  Several  mills 
have  alio  been  crefted  upon  thefe  falls,  and  the  I'pouts  and  chan- 
nels Which  have  been  conftrufted  to  conduft  the  ftrcams  to  their 
refpeftive  wheels,  and  the  bridge,  have  taken  very  much  from 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  Icene,  which  would  otherwife 
have  been  indefcribably  romantic.  ...  i 

In  the  town  of  Middletown,  on  Rhodc-Tfland,  about  two 
miles  from  Newport,  is  a  place  called  Purgatory ;  it  joins  to 
the  fea  on  the  eafl;  fide  of  the  ifland :  it  is  a  large  cavity  or  open- 
ing, in  a  high  bed  of  rocks,  about  twelve  feet  in  diameter  at  top, 
and  about  forty  feet  deep  before  you  reach  the  water,  of  which, 
as  It  joins  the  fea,  it  has  always  a  large  depth.  The  rocks  on 
each  fide  appear  to  have  been  united,  and  were  probably  feparat- 
ed  by  fome  convulfion  in  nature. 

POPULATION. 

The  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  State  has  been   fevc- 
ral times  taken. 


— ' 

' 

In  1730  it  f     15302  whites 
contained  L      2633  blacks 

^748{  ^^^f,;tS 

,-„./    54435  ^v^itcs 

^'n      5^'-53  blacks 

178^/   4<'^r.38  whites 

"^  I      2361  blacks 

Thus  this  State  fuifered  a  dimi- 

nution in  9  years,  from  1774 

to  1783.  of  7623  inhabitants. 

, J 

According  to  the  cenfus  taken  in   1790,  liie    numbers  flood  as 
follows; 


U^i 


Cei^eral  description 

NEWPORT  COUNtY. 


i      1      . 

a 

TOWNS. 

e  males  • 
upwards 

a  !3 

1 

1 

13 

1^ 

hi 
U 

•5 

• 

1 

0 
< 

C/3 

1   ■ 

Newport     - 
Portfinouth 

M54 

1237 

3385 

4»7 

2L'3 

6716 

373 

34^ 

777 

47 

»7 

i.',6o 

New>Shorcham 

^55 

*33 

290 

tU 

47 

682 

Tames-Town 
Middletown 

lOO 

91 

232 

16 

507 

214 

•  161 

•  424 

26 

»5 

840 

Tiverton     - 

570 

520 

1161 

177 

25 

2453 

Little-Compton  - 

365 

—354- 
2842 

778 

22 
814 

23 
366 

»54« 

323* 

7047 

14300 

PROVIDENCE  COUN'IT. 

Providence 

170-9 

»259 

"937 

4^7 

■48 

6380 

Smithfield     -     -    - 

818 

682 

^^,83 

83 

5 

317* 

Scituate     . 

562 

548 

1170 

29 

6 

23»5 

Gloceftcr     -      - 

989 

999 

2014 

2? 

i 

4025 

Cumberland 

501 

48.5 

970 

8 

^064 

Cranfton     ■* 

444 

408 

942 

73 

10 

l^^ 

Johnfton     - 

333 

280 

633 

7^ 

3 

1320 

North-Providence 

270 

.237 

509 

50 

5 

1071 

Fofter 

518 

602 

1119 

»5 

4 

2268 

61,54 

.5560 

11877 

778     82 

21391 

W/ 

iSHINGTON  county/ 

Welterly     - 

460 

679 

1081 

68 

10 

2298 

North-  Kingfton 

602 

668 

»342 

199 

96 

2907 

South-Kingfton 

820 

1058 

1605 

473 

»75 

413)1 

Charleftown 

344 

445 

815 

406 

12 

2022 

Exeter 

5«3 

613 

1175 

87 

37 

2495 

Richmond 

366 

510 

815 

^1 

2 

1760 

Hopkintort 

521 
3896 

57« 
4651 

1184 

72 
■37^- 

7 
,  359 

2462 

8017 

i8o7.<^ 

' 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

isnltol 

330 

291 

67,7 

44 

64 

140b 

Warren     - 

286 

243 

555 

16 

22 

1122 

Bakrington 

165 

144 

_330_ 

l.r,62 

32 
\q2 

12 

98 

683 

78, 

678 

32!  I 
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KENT  COUNTYi 


TOWNS. 


1  va    I 

-fi- 

males  of'i 
upwards. 

1 

1 

i 

t-d 

a  2 

J5 

•h 

^  9 

3( 

It 

, 

»V0 

i 

Jo 

W^arwick 
Eaft-Greenwich 
vVeft-Grecnvvich 
Joventry     -     - 


SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION. 


''lewport  county 
Providence  do. 
Wafhington  do^ 
Sriftol  do, 
Kent  do.     -     ^ 


2321 

2843 

7P47 

8m 

3f>t 

6154 

3896 

781 

5500 
4651 

678 

..B77 
8017 

77« 

•37-' 

9" 

8!' 

9« 

2»57 

2128 

4M9 

3.51 

•MO  7 

(>0 

If;  309 

'57^'^ 

}^6<^» 

)48 

|2 


566 

516 

1152 

22/\ 

3-' 

2493 

426 

393 

92c 

7- 

»3 

1824 

520 

586 

9.H 

20 

10 

2054 

645 

633 

tT5!< 

3;> 

6 
63 

2477 

2157- 

2128 

4  My 

35' 

88.}  8 

1 4  300 

«439» 

18075 

3211 

8848 


688 


'5 


What  the  prefent  number  may  be,  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain 
with  any  precifion  ;  but,  accounting  for  an  increafc  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  between  the  years  1783  and  1790,  we  may  reafon- 
ably  fuppofe  it  at  about  feventy-feven  thoufand  ;  and  when  we 
confider  that  the  caufes  which  produced  a  diminution  did  no^ 
ceafe  to  operate  till  a  confidcrable  period  after  the  year  1783,  thi» 
account  will  not  be  thought  too  high. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Before  the  war,  the  merchants  in  Rhode-Ifland  imported 
from  Great-Britain  dry  goods ;  from  Africa  Haves  ;  from  the 
Weft-Indies  fugars,  coffees,  and  molaffes,  and  from  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies  lumber  and  provifions.  With  the  bills  which 
they  obtained  in  Surinam  and  other  Dutch  Weft-India  iflar.ds, 
they  paid  their  merchants  in  England ;  their  fugars  they  carried 
to  Holland  ;  the  flaves  from  Africa  they  carried  to  the  Weft- 
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Indies,  together  with  the  lumber  and  provifions  procured  from" 
their  neighbours  ;  flic  rum  diftitlcd  from  the  molancs  was  car- 
ried to  Africa,  to  puixhafe  negroes  ;  with  their  dry  goods  from" 
England  they  trafHcked  with  the  neighbouring  coUhucs.  By 
this  kind  of  circuitous  eonrmiercc  they  fubfifted  and  grew  rich ; 
but  the  war,  and  fome  other  e\^cnts,  have  had  a  great,  and  in 
many  rcfpefts,  an  injurious  ciFeft  upon  the  trade  of  this  State. 
The  flave  trade,  which  was  a  fourcc  of  WcaUh  to  many  of  the 
people  in  NcWpoi't,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  has  happily 
been  abolilhed  ;  the  Legiflature  have  paffed  a  law  prohibiting 
(hips  from  going  to  Africa  for  flaves,  and  felling  them  in  the 
Weft-India  iffands  ;  and  the  oath  of  one  feamen  belonging  to 
the  ftiip  is  fuffrcient  evidence  of  the  faft;  this  law  is,  how- 
ever, more  favourable  to  the  caufc  of  humanity  than  to  the 
temporal  irttercfts  of  the  merchants  who  had  been  engaged  in 
this  inhuman  trafTic.- 

The  town  of  BriftoV  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Afri- 
ca, the  Weft-Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States  ; 
but  by  far  the  grcatcft  part  of  the  commerce  of  this  State  is  at 
prcfent  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  flouriftiing  town  of 
Providence.     In  June,  1791,  there  were  bdoriging  to  this  port, 

Tons. 
11   Ships,  containing 

35  ^"gs 
1  Snow  •  • 

t  Poleacre 


23  Schooners 
56  Sloops 


3,c66 

4,266 

141 

lOt 

1,320 
3»047' 


Total  1 29  fail,  containing' 
The  prefent  exports  from  the  State  are  flax  feed,  lumber, 
horfes,  cattle,  beef,  pork,  fifti,  poultry,  onions,  butter,  chcefc 
barley,  grain,  ("pirits,  and  cotteh  and  linen  goods.  The  import's 
confift  of  European  and  Weft-India  goods,  and  logwood  from  the 
Bay  of  Honduras.  Upwards  of  600  vcflels  enter  and  clear  an- 
nually at  thc'differcnt  poi'ts  in  this  State.  The  amount  of  ex- 
ports fiom  this  State  to  fi)ieign  countries,  for  one  year,  ending 
the  30th  of  September,  1791,  was  four  hundred  and  fcventy 
.  thouiand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  nine  cents;  this  has, 
fmce  that  peribd,  conf/derably  increafed. 

With  rel'peft  to  manufaflurcs  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  are 
rapidly  improving.  A  cotton  mahufaftory  has  been  erefted  at 
Providence,  which,  from  prcicnt  prolpefts,  will  anfwer  the  ex- 
peftatibns   of  the  proprietors.     The   warps  arc  fpun   by  water 
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^ibh  a  machine,  which  ia  an  improvemrnt  on  Mr.  Arkwrighi'Sj 
find  (Irong,  i'mcxith  and  excellent  yarn  is  thus  iniide  both  for 
yrarps  and  (lockings.  The  filling  of  the  cotton  goods  is  (pun 
with  jennies.  In  thefc  fevcral  works  Bve  carding  machines  are 
employed,  and  a  calender,  con(lru£led  after  the  Kuropean  man- 
ner.  Jeans,  fuftians,  denims,  thickfcts,  velvets,  &c.  are  here 
jpnanufadured  and  fcnt  to  the  fouthern  States.  Large  quantitiea 
of  linen  and  tow  cloth  arc  made  in  dilTerent  parts  of  this  State 
for  txportattun.  But  the  mod  condderable  man*!f.iftures  in  thi» 
State  are  thofe  of  iron,  fuch  as  bar  and  (hcet  iron,  ftecl,  nail 
rods  and  nail^,  implements  of  hufbandry,  doves,  p<vts,  and  other 
houfhold  utenfils,  the  iron  work,  of  {hipping,  anchors,  bells, 
&c.  The  other  manufa£lures  of  this  State  are  rum,  corn,  fpi. 
rits,  chocolate,  paper,  wool  and  cotton,  cards,  &c.  beilde  du- 
Kncdic  manufactures  for  family  ui'r,  which,  in  this,  in  com* 
mon  with  the  other  States^  amoiint  to  f  yad  fum,  which  cannot 
pe  afccrtairxedt 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  coiiditution  of  this  State  admits  of  no  religious  edabliftir 
anents  any  farther  than  depends  upon  the  voluntary  choice  of  in^ 
dividuals,  all  men  profcfling  to  believe  in  one  Supreme  Being, 
are  equally  prote6led  by  the  laws,  and  no  particular  I'e^  can 
claim  pre-enainence.  This  unjiimited  liberty  in  religion  is  one 
principal  caufe  why  there  is  fuch  a  variety  of  religious  fctls  in 
Rhodc-Ifland.  The  Baptids  are  the  mod  numerous  of  any  de- 
nomination in  the  State  ;  theCe,  as  well  as  the  other  Baptids  in 
New-England,  are  chiefly  upon  the  Culvinidic  plan  as  to  doc> 
trines,  and  independents  in  regard  to  church  government.  There 
arc,  however,  fome  who  profefs  the  Arminian  tenets,  others 
obfurve  the  Jcwifh,  or  Saturday  Sabbath,  from  a  perluafion  that 
it  was  one  of  the  ten  commandments,  which  they  plead  are  all  in 
their  nature  moral,  and  were  never  abrogated  in  the  New 
Tedament,  and  mud,  at  leaji,  be  deemed  of  equal  validity  for 
public  worfhip  as  any  day  particularly  let  apart  by  Jefus  Chrid 
and  his  apodles.  Thcfe  arc  called  Sabbatarian,  or  Seventh-day 
Baptids. 

The  other  religious  denominations  in  Rhodc-Ifland  are  Conr 
gregationalids,  Friends  or  Quakers,  Epifcopalians,  Moravians, 
and  Jews.  Befidcs  thefc,  there  are  a  confiderable  number  of 
]the  people,  who  are  of  no  particular  denomination,  making  no 
external  profeflion  of  any  religion,  nor  attending  on  any  plac^ 
9f  public  worihip. 

' H  h  2 


'1 


..  iW-v^^yiip--.  •*<»>>•"«] 


*36 


GENKHAl  DESCRIPTION 


The  inhabitants  pay  no  taxes  fojr  ihe  fupport  of  ecjclefiaflics  of 
npy  denomination  ;  and  a  peculiarity  which  diflinguifhes  this  State 
from  every  other  protcftant  country  »n  the  knoy/n  y^orld,  is^ 
that  no  i:oi>tra£i  formed  by  the  minifter  with  his  peopl«,  for  hi| 
falary,  ii  Valid  in  law  ;  |o  that  mjnifters  are  dependent  wholly 
on  the  integrity  of  the  people  for  their  fupport,  fince  tUeir  fala- 
ries  are  not  re.covera:blc.  It  ought,  however^  to  |se  obfcrved, 
that  minifters  in  general  are  liberally  maintained,  and  none  whp 
inerit  it  have  much  neafon  to  complain  for  v^ant  of  fupport. 

Throijghout  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  pr(jat-Britain,  the 
inhabitants  of  tliis  State  manifefted  a  patriotic  fpirit ;  thei|.*  troops 
behaved  gallantly,  and  they  are  bofiuured  in  haying  produced 
^he  fecond  general  in  the  ftcld."? 

The  charafter  of  the  people  has,howeyer,  certainly  been  marked 
l^th  many  dark  ihades,  «nd  |:he  State,  in  many  inflances,  has  ex- 
hibited a  pnelancholy  proof  of  thofe  evils  which  ever  follow  a  re- 
exlation  of  moral  principles,  From  the  year  i^iptill  within  a 
few  years  paft,  almoft  a  continual  fyftem  of  creating  a  papital 
bjf  the  negociating  of  a  paper  currency  has  been  purfued  ;  the, 
fums  thus  created  were  far  more  than  lufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  commerce,  and  indeed,  in  mapy  inllan^es,  were  cre- 
ated in  oppofition  to  the  vviflies  of  the  mercantile  intereft,  for 
the  purpofe  pf  fupplying  the  State  vifh  money,  and  filling 
the  pockets  pf  a  fct  of  venal  wretches,  without  Xubjefting 
jthcm  to  the  neceffity  of  earning  of  it  by  ^heir  diligence,  16 
that  the  hiftpry  of  the  government  of  this  State  for  feventy 
years  is  an  hiftory  of  bale  ipecujation  by  means  of  a  paper  mo- 
ney currency,  which  Ayas  fo  contrived,  that  amongft  themlelvcs 
it  came  out  at  about  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  intereft,  and  they 
lent  it  to  the  neighbouring  colonies  at  ten  per  cent,  ^s  bare- 
faced 9  cheat  as  ever  was  praftifed.  The  intereft  of  thefe  pub- 
lic iniquitous  frauds  went,  one  quarter  to  the  feveral  townfhips 
to  defray  their  charges,  the  other  three  quarters  were  lodged 
in  the  treafury,  to  defray  the  charge?  of  goverpmcnt.  Thefe 
mc^fures  have  deprived  the  State  pf  great  numbers  of  its  wor- 
thy and  moft  rdpettablc  inhabitants  ;  have  had  a  moft  pernici- 
pus  influence  upon  the  morals  of  the  people;  deprived  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  uf  their  juft  dues,  and  occaftoned  a  rui- 
nous ftagnation  of  trade.  It  is  hoped,  licwever,  that  an  effici- 
ent government  has  efleftu.illy  aboliihed  thi^  iniquitous  fyftem, 
and  tlxat  the  confidence  loft  by  it  will  be  foon  recovered  by 
a  ftcady  jind  rigid   attachment   to   an   integrity  of   couduft  ill 
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ail  their  future  concerns.   -This,  we  have  Vcafon  to  believe,  will 
be  the  cafe;   a   change  has  already  taken  place   much   iQT0^ 
better,  and  the  attention  now  paid  to  the  principles  of  the  rffuie' 
ffeneration   in  the  feats  of  learning  and  literature,  will,  no  ^oubt. 
{extend  it&  beneficial  influence  throughout  the  State. 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE, 

The  litci-ature  of  this  State  is  confined  principally  to  the 
towns  of  Newport  and  Providence.  Tlicre  are  fome  men  of 
'  learning  and  abilities  fcatteied  through  other  towns.  The  bullj; 
of  the  inhabitants  in  other  parts  of  the  State  are  involved  in 
greater  ignorance,  perhaps,  than  in  mod  other  parts  of  New-? 
England.  * 

At  Providence  is  Rhode-Ifland  college.  The  charter  for 
founding  this  feminary  of  learning  was  granted  by  the  general 
aflembly  of  the  State,  by  the  name  of  the  "Truftees  and  FellowS 
of  the  College  or  Univerfity,  in  the  Englifh  colony  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,"*  in  1^64,  in  confequencc 
of  the  petition  of  a  large  number  of  the  moft  refpeftable  charac- 
ters in  the  State,  By  the  charter,  the  corporation  of  the  college 
conlifts  of  two  feparate  branches,  with  diftinft,  feparate,  and 
rcfpeclive  powers.  The  number  of  truftees  is  thirty-fix,  of 
whom  twenty-two  are  Baptifts,  five  of  the  denomination  of 
Friends,  five  Epifcopalians,  and  four  Congregationalifts.  The 
fame  proportion  of  the  different  denominations  to  continue  in 
perpiiuvm.  The  number  of  fellows  (inclufive  of  the  prefident, 
who  is  a  feljow  4x  ojfidoj  is  twelve,  of  whom  eight  are  Baptifts, 
the  others  eholen  indilcriminaicly  from  any  denomination.  The 
concurrence  of  both  branches,  by  a  majority  of  each,  is 
necelfary  for  the  validity  of  an  aft,  except  adjudging  and  con- 
ferring degrees,  which  exclufivejy  belongs  to  the  fellowfhip  as 
a  learned  faculty.  The  prefident  mufl  Ije  a  Baptift:  profeffors 
and  other  ofiicers  of  inftru£tion  arc  not  limited  to  any  particular 
doiiomination.  There  is  annually  a  general  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration on  the  firft  Wedneiday  in  September,  at  which  time 
the  public  commencement  is  lield.  The  following  extrafts  from 
a  charge  delivered,  to  the  s^raduatcs  on  that  occalion  in  1791,  by 
David  Howell,  Eiq.  are  introduced  here,  as  they  dii'cover  the 
principles  inculcated  in  this  teminary,  while  they  proclaim  the 
benevolent  dilpouLiou  of  their  atithor. 

*  This  name  to  be  altered  when  any  generous  bcnefaftor  aiifcs,  who  by  his 
liberal  donation  ftiall  entitle  himicU'  to  the  honour  of  giving  the  college  <t 
name, 
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'  The  pittance  of  time  allotcd  to  a  collegiate  education,  cai^ 
fuflice  only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  learning ;  the  luper(lru£ture 
Biuft  be  reared  by  the  affiduous  attention  of  after  years. 

"  Thit49ty  enlarges  you  into  the  world.     Extcnlive  fields  opeij  , 
jto  your  view.     You  have  to  explore  the  fccncs,  and  to  make 
an  elcftion  of  the  charafler  that  bell  plealcs  you  on  the  great  the- 
atre of  life.  y 

"  Let  the  rights  of  roan  ever  be  held  facred.  A  momfnt's 
reflc6lion  will  convince  you,  that  others'  rights  are  as  inviolable 
as  your  own;  and  a  fmall  degree  of  virtue  will  lead  you  to  ref- 
pcft  them.  He  that.fcrves  mankind  moll  fuccclsfuUy,  and  with 
the  bed  principles,  fcrves  his  Creator  moil  accepfably.  Be  cau- 
tious of  bandying  into  parties;  they  regard  neither  the  abilities 
por  virtues  of  men,  but  only  their  lublerviency  to  prcfent  pur- 
pofes;  they  arc  a  fnare  to  virtue  and  a  milchief  to  locictx, 
With  this  caution  on  your  mind,  you  will  never  revile  or  ipeak 
evil  of  whole  lefts,  clafTes,  or  I'ocieties  of  men. 

"Forget  not  this  precious  motto:  ^^  Nin.il  humanum  a  me 
puto  ulifttum."  Conftder  every  one  in  human  fhape  as  your  bro- 
ther; and  "  Let  charity  in  golden  links  of  love  conneH  you  with  the 
i^rotkerhood  iff  man."  Let  your  benevolence  be  broad  as  the 
jocean;  your  candour  brilliant  as  the  fun,  and  your  compalliotj 
and  humanity  extcnlive  as  the  human  race." 

Thefe  fentiments  are  not  .confined  to  Mr.  Howell,  the  ch;irge 
(pf  Prefident  Maxcy,  in  1793,  breathes  the  fame  Ipirit  of  free- 
dom and  philanthropy.  W'h-it  are  the  advantages  fociety  may 
ijot  expeft,  when  jirinciplcs  like  thele  are  imprefled  with  al| 
^he  energetic  force  of  precept  and  example,  on  the  minds  of 
thp  rifing  generation? 

This  iuftitulion  was  fiifl  foun4ed  at  Warren,  in  the 
pounty  of  liriflul,  and  the  tirfl  commencement  hcjd  there 
i;i  1769. 

In  the  year  J  77.0,  the  college  was  removed  to  Providence, 
>rhere  a  large,  elegant  building  was  ercfted  for  its  accommodii- 
tion,  by  the  generous  donations  of  individuals,  moftly  from  the 
town  of  Providence.  It  is  Jituated  on  a  hill  to  the  eafl  of  the 
town;  and  while  its  elevated  fuuatioij  renders  it  delightful,  by 
pommandmg  an  extcnfive  variegated  prplpeft,  it  furnifhes  it 
with  a  pure,  rjiubrious  air.  1  "he  edifice  is  of  brick,  four  ftorics 
high,  one  hundred  and  litty  feet  long,  and  toity-fix  wide,  with 
a  pi ojeftion  of  ten  feet  each  l:de.  It  has  an  entry  lenglhwile, 
|wiih  rooms  on  each  fide.     7'here   are  forty-eight  rooms  for  the 
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ffccommodation  of  ftudents,  and  eight  larger  ones  for  public  ufes. 
The  roof  is  covered  with  Hate, 

From  December  1776,  to  June  1782,  the  college  edifvce  was 
ufcd  by  the  French  and  Annerican  troops  for  an  hofpttal  and 
barracks,  fo  that  the  couri'e  of  education  was  interrupted  during 
that  period.  No  degrees  were  conferred  from  1776  to  1786, 
From  1786,  the  college  again  became  regular,  and  is  now  very 
flourifliing,^  containing  upwards  of  fixty  iludents.  I 

This  inftitution  is  under  the  inftruftion  of  a  prefident,  a  pro- 
feffor  of  divinity,  a  profelTor  of  natural  and  experimental  philo- 
fophy,  a  profelFor  of  mathematics  and  aftronomy^  a  profeflbf 
of  natural  hiftory,  and  three  tutors.  The  inftitution  has  a  library 
of  between  two  and  three  thoufand  volumes,  containing  a  valua- 
ble philolophical  apparatus.  Nearly  all  the  funds  of  the  coleleg 
are  at  interefl  in  the  trealury  of  the  State,  and  amount  to  almoft 
two  thoufand  pounds. 

At  Newport  there  is  a  flourifhing  academy,  under  the  direc- 
ti<m  of  a  reftor  and  tutors,  who  teach  the  learned  languages, 
Knglilh  grammar,  geography,   &c. 


iOCtETIES  AN^P  IMPROVEMENTS. 


A  marine  fociety  was  eftablifhed  at  Newport  in  1752,  for 
(he  purpofe  of  relieving  dillred'ed  widows  and  orphans  of 
mnritime  brethren,  and  luch  of  their  locicty  as  may  need  aflif- 
tance; 

The  Providence  fociety  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  flavery, 
for  the  relief  of  pcrfons  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  and  for 
improving  the  condition  of  the  African  race,  commenced  in 
1789,  and  wa,s  incorporated  the  year  following.  It  confifts 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  members,  part  of  whom 
belong  to  the  State  of  Maffachufctts. 

The  alfembly  of  this  State,  in  tlieir  fefTion  of  May,  1792, 
palled  an  aft  incorporating  three  companiies,  for  the  purpofe 
of  erefting  three  bridges — one  over  the  upper,  and  another  over 
the  lower  ferry  of  Seekhonk  river,  and  a  third  over  Howland 
ferry,  which  Would  unite  Rhodc-Ifland  with  Tiverton  on  the 
main;  the  two  former  will  greatly  accommodate  the  town  of 
Providence — the  latter  muft  prove  highly  advantageous  to  the 
people  of  Newport  and  others  on  Rhode-Ifland.  To  fuch 
wotks  of  utility  and  enterprize  every  good  man  wiflies 
fucccfs.  I 


•  n 


HO 


■#: 


GEN£li  A I  DESCRIPTION 
CONSTITUTION. 


The  conditution  of  this  Stnte  is  fountied  on  the  charter  grant- 
ed by  Charles  II.  in  1663;  and  the  frame  of  government  was 
not  efcntially  altered  by  the  revolution.  The  legiflature  01  this 
State  conlifts  of  two  branches — a  Senate  or  Upper  Houfe,  com- 
pofed  of  ten  members,  befides  the  governor  and  deputy-gover- 
nor, called,  in  the  charter,  ajifiants-—nnd  a  Houfe  of  Reprcfen- 
tatives,  compofed  of  deputies  from  the  feveral  towns.  The 
members  of  the  legiflature  are  chofen  twite  a  year;  and 
there  are  two  fcflions  of  this  body  anftually,  viz.  on  the 
firft  Wednefday  in  May,  and  the  laft  Wedncfday  in  Oc- 
tober. 

The  fupremc  executive  power  is  vcfled  in  a  governor,  or, 
in  his  abfence,  in  the  deputy-governor,  who,  with  the  aflif- 
tants,  fecretary  and  general  trealurer,  are  chofen  annually 
in  May  by  the  fufFrages  of  the  people.  The  governor  prefides  *• 
in  the  Upper  Houfe,  but  has  only  a  fingle  voice  in  enafting 
laws. 

There  is  one  fupreme  judicial  court,  compofed  of  five  judges, 
whofe  jurildiftion  extends  over  the  whole  State,  and  who  holds 
two  courts  annually  in  each   county; 

In  each  county  there  is  an  inferior  court  of  common  picas 
and  general  feffions  of  the  peace,  held  twice  a  year  for  the 
trial  of  caufes,  not  capital,  arifing.  within  the  county,  froiu 
which  an  appeal  lies  to  the  fupreme  court.  But  in  order  to 
give  a  more  particular  view  of  the  government  of  this 
St^te,  we  ftiall  infert  the  charter  itfelf  on  which  it  i& 
founded, 

'charter. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  Cod,  &c.  To  all  to- 
whom  thefe  prefcnts  fhall  come  greeting:  Whereas  we  have 
been  informed  by  the  petition  of  our  trufly  and  well  beloved 
fubjcfts,  John  Clarke,  on  the  behalf  of  Benedi£l  Arnold, 
"William  Brcntort,  William  Codington,  Nicholas  Eafton, 'Wil- 
liam Boulfton,  John  Porter,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Gorton, 
John  Weckes,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  Gregory  Dex- 
ter, John  Cogelhall,  Jofcph  Clarke,  Randall  Houlden,  John 
QrciyRCj  John  Roome,  Samuel  Wildborc,  Wilham  Field,  James 
Bttker,  Richard  Tew,  Thomas  Harris,  and  William  Dyre,  and 
the  rcfto?  f  he  purchalcrs  and  free  inhabitants  of  our  ifland,  called 
Rhode-lfland,  and   the   rcil  of  the  colony  of  Providence  Phnta- 
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tions,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay,  in  New-England,  in  America, 
that  they,  purfuing  with  peace  and  loyal  minds  their  fbber, 
ferious,  and  religious  intentions,  of  godly  edifying  thcmfclves 
and  one  another  in  the  holy  Chriflian  faith  and  worfhip,  as  they 
were  perfuaded,  together  with  the  gaining  over  and  conver- 
fion  of  the  poor  ignorant  Indian  natives  in  thofe  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, to  the  lincere  profcflion  and  obedience  of  the  lame  faith 
and  worftiip,  did  not  only  by  the  confent  and  good  encourage- 
ment of  cur  royal  progenitors,  tranfport  themlelves  out  of  this 
kingdom  of  England  into  America  ;  but  alfo  fince  their  arrival 
there,  after  their  firft  fettlement  among  other  our  fubjefts  in 
thofe  parts  for  th«.  avoiding  of  difcord  and  thofe  many  evils 
which  were  likely  to  enfue  upon  thofe  our  fubjefts  not  being 
able  to  beal"  in  thofe  remote  parts  their  different  apprcheniions 
in  religious  concernments  ;  and  in  puffuancc  of  the  aforeiaid 
ends  did  once  again  leave  their  deiirable  ftations  and  habita- 
tions, and  with  excefTive  labour  and  travail,  hazard  and  charge, 
did  tranfplant  themfelves  into  the  midft  of  the  Inuian  natives, 
who,  as  we  are  informed,  arc  the  mofl  potent  princes  and  peo* 
pie  of  all  that  country  :  where,  by  the  good  providence  of  God 
(from  whom  the  plantations  have  taken  their  name)  upon 
their  labour  and  induftry,  they  have  not  only  been  prcferved 
to  admiration,  but  have  increafed  and  profpercd,  and  are  feifed 
and  poffcffed,  by  purchafe  and  Confent  of  the  faid  natives,  to 
Iheir  full  content,  of  fiich  lands,  iflands,  rivers,  harbours,  and 
roads,  as  are  very  convenient  both  for  plantations,  and  alfa 
for  building  of  fliips,  fupply  of  pipe-ftaves,  and  other  merchan-* 
dife,  and  which  lie  very  commodious  in  many  refpefts  for 
^ommercej  and  to  accommodate  our  fouthern  plantations,  and 
may  much  advance  the  trade  of  this  our  realm,  and  greatly 
fenlarge  the  territories  thereof  ;  they  having,  by  near  neigh- 
bourhood to,  arid  friendly  fociety  with  the  great  body  of  the 
Narraganfet  Indians,  given  thefm  enCoufagcment  of  their  own 
ac^bVdj  to  fubjc£i  therftfelveSj  their  people,  and  lands,  unto 
us-;  whereby,  as  is  hop«;d,  there  may,  in  time,  by  the  blef- 
fing  of  God  upon  their  endeavours,  be  laid  a  fure  foundation 
of  happinefs  to  all  America.  Arid  whereas,  in  their  humble  ad- 
drcfs,  they  have  freely  declared,  that  it  is  much  on  their  hearts 
(if  they  be  permitted)  to  hold  fort  a  lively  experiment,  that  a 
moft  flourifhing  civil  ftate  may  (land,  and  bctl  be  maintained,  and 
that  among  our  Englifh  fubjetls,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religious 
concernments  ;  and  th;it  true  piety,  rightly  grounded  upon,gof- 
pel  principles,  will  give  the  beft  and  grcateft  fccurity  to  fove- 
VoU.  II.  I  i 


K 


m 


t^a 


GENERAL  DEScilPfjOtf 


reignty,  and  will  lay  in  the  hearts  of  men  the  ftrongeft  oblicai 
tions  to  true   loyalty  ;   now,  know  ye,  that,  we  being  willina 
to  encoui-age   the    hopeful    undertaking  of  our  faid  loyal   and 
loving  fubjefls)  and   to  feciire  them  in   the   free   exercife  and 
enjoyment   of  all   their  civil  and  religious  rights  appertaining 
to  them,  as  our  loving  fubjcfts ;  and  to  pref'erve  unto  them  that 
liberty  in  the  true  Chriflian  faith  and  worfhip  of  Cod   which 
they  have    fought  with   fo   much    travail,   and   with  peaceable 
minds  and  loyal  fubje£lidn   to  our  royal  progenitors  and  our- 
ielves  to  enjoy  ;  and  bccaufe  fome   of  the   people   and  inhabit 
tants  of  the  fame  colony  cannot,  in  their  pfivate  opinion,  con- 
form to  the  public  exercife  of  religion  according  to  the  liturgy, 
form,  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of   England,   or  take  or 
fubfcribe  the   oaths  and   articles  made   and  eftablifhed  in    that 
behalf ;  and  for  that  the  fame^  by  reafon  of  the  remitte  diftances 
of  thofe  places,  will,  as   we  hope,  be  no   breach  of  the  unity 
and  uniformity  eftablifhed  in  this  nation,  have  therefore  thought 
fit,  and  do  hereby  publifh,  grant)  ordain,   and  declare,  that  our 
royal  will  and  plealure  is,   that  no  perlon  within  the  faid  colo- 
ny, at  any  time  hereafter,  (hall  be  any  wife  molefted,  punifhed^ 
dil'quietpJ,    or  called  in  queftion^  for  any  differences  in  opinion 
in    matters  of  religionj   who  do  not  a£lually  difturb  the   civil 
peace  of  our  faid  colony  ;  but    that  all  and  every    perfon   and 
perfons   may,  from   time   to   time,  and   at   all   times  hereafter  j 
freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  own  judgements 
and  confcienccs,  in  matters  of  religious  concernment  j  throughout 
the  traft  of  land  hereafter  mentioned,  they  behaving  themfelves 
peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not  ufing  this  liberty  to  licentioufnefs 
and    profanenefs,  nor  to  the  civil  injury  or  outward  difturbance 
of  otherSj  any  law,  ftatute,  or  claul'e  therein  contained,  or  to  be 
contained,  uiage  or  cuftom  of  this  realm^  to  the  contrary  hereof, 
in  any  wife  notwithftanding.     And  that  they  may  be  in  the  bet- 
ter capacity  to  defend  themfelves  in  their  juft  rights  and  liber- 
tics,  againft  all  the    enemies  of  the   Chriftian  faith,   and  others^ 
in   all  relpe^S,  we  have  further  thought  Bt,  and  at  the  humble 
petition  of   the  perfons  aforefaid,  are  gracioufly  pleafed   to  de- 
clare, that    they  fliall  have  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  late    aft 
of  indemnity  and  free   pardon,  as  the   reft    of  our  fubjefts   in 
other  our  dominions    and  territories  have  ;  and    to    create    and 
make  them  a  body  politic  or  cdrporate,  with  the  powers  or  pri- 
vileges herein  after-mentioned.     And  accordingly,  our  will  and 
pleafure  is,  and   of  our  efpecial  grace,   certain   knowledge,  and 


mere  motion,  we  have  ordained,  conftitutcd,  and  declared,  and 
by  thele    prcfents,  for   us,  our  heirs  and  fucceilors,  do  ordain; 
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conftltute,  and  declare,  that  they  the  faid  William  Brenton, 
William  Coddington,  Nicholas  Eafton,  Benedifl  Arnold,  WiU 
liam  Boulfton,  JoBn  Porter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Smith,  Joha 
Weekes,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  Gregory  Pexter,  John 
Cogelhall,  Jofeph  Clarke,  Randall  Houjdep,  John  Greepc,  John 
|loome,  William  Dyrc,  Samijrt  Wildbore,  Richard  Tew,  Wil- 
liam Field,  Thomas  Harris,  James  Barker,  i  '  Rainfborrow, 
P-— Williams,  and  John  Nixon,   and    all  fuch  others  as  are 


now,  or  hereafter  (hall  be  admitted,  free  of   the  company  and 
fociety  of  our  colony  of  Providence  Plantations,   in  the  Narra- 
ganfet  bay,  in  New-Jlngland,   (hall  be,  front)  time  to  time,  and 
for  ever  hereafter,  a  body    corporate   and   politic,  in   fa£l  and 
name,  by  the  name  of  the  "-      rnor  and  company  of  the  Eng- 
Kfti   colony    of  Rha'    iflan^.     -^d    Providence    I     s .    io;is,    in 
New-England,  in    America  ;   and  that  by  the  fame  name,  they 
and  their  lucceflTors  (hajll  apd  may  have  perpetual  fucceflion,  and 
(hall  and  may  be  perfons  able  and  capable  in  the  law  to  fue  and 
be  fued,  to  pl^ad  and  be  impleaded,  to  anlwer  and  to  be  anfwer- 
cd  unto,  to  defend,  and  to  be  defended,  in  all  and  lingular  fuits, 
caufes,  quarrels,  matters,   a£lions,  and  things,  of  what    kind  of 
nature  Coever ;  and   alfo  to    have,    take,    polfefs,    acquire,   and 
purchafe  Jiands,  tenements,    or  hereditaments,  or  any  goods  or 
chattels,  and  the    fame   to   leafe,  grant,    demife,  alien,  bargain, 
fell,  and   difpofe  of,  at  their  own  will   and  pleafure,  as   other 
our  liege  people  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  or  any  corpora- 
tion or  body  politi.c    within   the    fame,  may   lawfully  do  ;   and 
further,  that  they  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fuc- 
ceffors,  (hall  and  may,  for  ever  hereafter,  have  a  common  feal,  to 
ferve  and  ufe  for  all  matters,  caufcs,  things,  and  affairs  whatfo- 
ever,  of  them   and  their  fucceffors,   and  the  fame  feal  to,  alter, " 
change,  break,  arid  make  new  from  time  to   time,  at  their  will 
and  pleafure,  as  they  (hall  think  fit.     And  further,  we  will  and 
ordain,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs    and  fucceffors, 
do  declare  and  appoint,  that  for  the  better  ordering  and  manag- 
ing of  tjie  affairs   and  bufinefs    of  the  faid  company  and  their 
fucceffors,  there    (hall  be  one  governor,  one  deputy-governor, 
and  ten  afliftants,  to  be  from  time  to  time  conffituted,  elefted, 
and  chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time 
feeing,  in  fuch  manner  and   form  as  is  hereafter  in  thefe  prefent^ 
expreffed ;  which  laid  ofiicers  fhall  apply  themielves  to  take  care 
for  the  beil  difpofing  and  ordering  of  the  general    bufinefs    and 
affairs  of  and  concerning  the  lands  and  hereditaments  herein  after 
mentioned   to  be  granted,  and  the   plantation  thereof,  and  th? 
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government:  of  the  people  there.  And  for  the  better  execution 
of  our  royal  pleafijre  licrein,  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ccifors,  aflign,  pame,  CQnftitute  and  appoint,  Ahe  aforefaid  Bene- 
jdift  Arnold  to  be  the  fjrft  and  prefent  Royernor  of  the  faid 
company,  and  the  faid  William  Brenton  to  be  the  deputy^ 
governor,  and  the  faid  William  Boulftun,  John  Porter,  Roger 
Williams,  Thomas  Plncy,  John  Smith,  John  Greene,  John 
Cogclhall,  James  Barker,  William  Field,  and  Jofcph  Clarke,  to 
be  the  ten  prefent  ailidants  of  the  (aid  company,  to  continue  in 
the  faid  feveral  offices  refpeftiyely,  until  the  lirft  Wcdnefday 
yrhich  ftiall  be  in  the  month  of  May  now  next  coming.  And 
further,  we  will,  and  by  thcfe  prefcnts,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  dp  ordain  and  grant,  that  the  governor  of  the  faid  com- 
pany fur  the  time  being,  or  in  his  abfence,  by  ocpafion  of  fick- 
iiefs  or  otherwife,  by  his  leave  or  permiflion  the  deputy-gover- 
jior  for  the  time  hping,  ilialj  and  may,  from  time  to  jime,  upon 
9II  occafions,  give  order  for  tne  affombling  of  the  faid  company, 
and  calling  them  together,  to  poufult  and  adviCe  of  the  bufinefs 
and  aflairs  of  the  faid  company  ;  and  that  for  ever  hereafter, 
twice  in  every  year,  that  is  to  fay,  on  every  ftrft  Wednefday  in 
the  month  of  May,  and  on  every  lafl  Wednefday  in  OftobCr,  of 
ofterier,  in  cafe  it  fhall  be  requifite,  the  alTiftants,  and  fuch  of  thp 
ficeimn  of  the  faid  company,  not  exceeding  fix  perfons  from 
Niiwpoit,  f>iiir  perfons  for  each  of  the  rcfpcftive  tovyns  of  Pro- 
viiicncf,  Fortltiiouth,  and  Warwick,  and  two  perfons  for  each 
oilicr  piacf",  toyirn  or  city,  who  (hall  be  from  time  to  tim^ 
tl.i ;  anito  elefted  or  deputed  by  the  major  part  of  the  freemei^ 
ol  i.,v2  rcl'pctlive  towns  or  places  for  which  they  fhall  bo  fo  eletU 
ca  ..r  deputed,  {hall  have  a  general  meeting  or  alfcmbly,  then  and 
thc^re  to  confult,  advife  and  determine,  in  and  about  the  affairs  and 
buUneis  of  the  faid  company  and  plantation^.  And  further,  we  do 
of  our  efpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  giv(? 
and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company  of  the  Englifh 
colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New- 
England,  in  Americs,  and  their  fucccffors,  that  the  governor, 
or  in  his  abfence,  or  by  his  permiflion,  the  deputy- governor  of 
the  laid  company  for  the  time  being,  the  alRftants,  and  fuch  of 
^he  freemen  of  the  faid  company  as  fliall  be  aforefaid  eleded  or 
deputed,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  fliall  be  prefent  at  futh  meet- 
ing or  affembly  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  called  the  peperal  Alfembly  ; 
and  that  they,  or  the  greateft  part  of  them  then  prefent,  whereof, 
the  governor,  or  dcputy-govci  nor,  and  fix  of  the  afliftants  at 
Icafl,  to  be  ieven,  fhail  have,  and  have  hcrcbv  given  and  granted 
unto  them  full  power  and  autliority,    from   time  to   time,   and 
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at  aU  times  hereafter,  to  appoint,  alter,  and  change  fuch  dayt^ 
times  and  places  of  meeting,  and  General  AfT^mbly,  as  they  fhall 
think  fit ;  and  to  chufc,  nominate,  and  appoint  fuch  and  fo  many 
perfons  as  they  (hall  think  fit,  and  (hall  be  willing  to  accept 
the  fame,  to  be  free  of  the  faid  company  and  body  politic,  and 
them  into  the  fame  to  admit ;  and  to  elefl  and  conftitute  fuch 
oiEces  and  ofi^cers,  and  to  grant  fuch  needful  commiflions  as  they 
^all  think  fit  and  rec[uifite,  for  ordering,  managing,  and  dif- 
patching  of  the  affairs  of  the  l^id  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs ;  and  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain,  con- 
ftitute,  or  repeal,  fuch  laws,  flatutes,  orders  and  ordinances 
forms  and  ceremonies  of  government  and  magillracy,  as  to  them 
fhall  feem  meet,  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  faid  company, 
and  for  the  government  and  ordering  of  the  lands  and  heredita- 
ments  herein  after-mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  of  the  people 
that  do,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  fhall  inhabit,  or  be  within  the 
fame;  fo  as  fuch  bws,  ordinances,  and  conilitutions  fo  made, 
be  not  contrary  and  repugnant  unto,  but  as  near  as  may  be, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  confidering 
^hc  nature  and  conftitution  of  the  place  and  people  there ;  and 
alfo  to  appoint,  order,  and  dire£l,  erefl  and  fettle  fuch  places 
and  courts  of  jurifdi£iion,  for  hearing  and  determining  of  all 
anions,  cafes,  matters,  and  things,  happening  within  the  faid 
colony  and  plantation,  and  which  fhall  be  in  difpute,  and  de- 
pending there,  as  they  fhall  think  fit ;  and  alfo  to  diflinguifh 
and  fet  forth  the  fcyeral  names  and  titles,  duties,  powers  and 
limits,  of  each  court,  office  and  officer,  fuperior  and  inferior  j 
and  alfo  to  contrive  and  appoint  luch  forms  of  oaths  and  attefla- 
^ions,  not  repugnant,  but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable,  as  afore^ 
faid,  to  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  this  pur  realm,  as  are  convenient 
and  requifite,  with  relpeft  to  the  due  adminiflration  of  juflicr, 
and  due  execution  and  difcharge  of  all  olHces  and  places  of  trufl, 
by  the  perfons  that  fhall  be  therein  concerned ;  and  alfo  to  re- 
gulate and  order  the  way  and  manner  of  all  elections  to  offices 
and  places  of  trufl,  and  to  preicrihe,  limit  and  diflinguifh  the 
pumber  and  bounds  of  all  places,  towns  and  cities,  within  the 
limits  and  bounds  herein  after  mentioned,  and  not  herein  particu- 
ly  named,  who  have,  or  fliall  have  the  power  of  clefting  and 
fending  of  freemen  to  the  faid  General  Affembly;  and  alfo  to 
order,  direft,  and  authorife  the  impofing  of  lawful  and  reafon- 
aMe  fines,  mulfts,  imprilbnments,  and  executing  other  pi'.nifh- 
pients,  pecuniary  and  corporal,  upon  offenders  and  delinquents 
according    to    the    courfe    of    other   corporations   within   this 
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our  kingdom  of  England :  and  agnin,  to  alter,  revoke,  annul  of 
pardon,,  under  their  common  fcal,  or  otherwife,  fuch  fines, 
inul£ks,  imprilonmcnts,  fentcnccs,  judgments  and  condemna<v 
tions,  as  (hall  be  thought  fit ;  and  to  dire£l,  rule  order,  and 
diipofe  all  other  matters  and  things,  and  particularly  that 
which  relates  to  the  making  of  purchaiies  of  the  native  Indians, 
as  to  them  fhall  feem  meet  \  whereby  our  faid  people  and  inha-r 
bitanti  in  the  faid  plantations  may  be  fo  religioufly,  peaceably, 
and  civilly  governed,  as  that  by  their  good  life  and  orderly 
cunverfation  they  may  win  and  invite  the  native  Indians  of  the 
country  to  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  the  only  true  Cod 
and  Saviour  of  mankind;  willing,  commanding,  and  requiring, 
and  by  thefe  prefentb,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ordain- 
ing and  appointing,  that  all  fuch  laws,  flatutcs,  orders,  an4 
ordinances,  inflru£lions,  impofitions,  and  dire£lions,  as  fhall  be 
fo  made  by  the  governor,  deputy,  afllflants,  and  freemen,  or 
fuch  number  of  them  as  aforelaid,  and  publiflicd  in  writing  un- 
der their  common  feal,  fliall  be  carefully  and  duly  obferved, 
kept,  performed,  and  put  in  execution,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  fame.  And  thefe  our  letters  patent, 
or  the  duplicate  or  exemplification  thereof,  fhall  be  to  all  an4 
every  fuch  officers,  fupcnor  or  inferior,  from  time  to  time, 
for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orders,  laws,  ftatutes,  ordinances, 
inflru£lions,  and  dire£lions,  in  due  execution  againfl  us,  our 
heirs  and  fuccefTors,  a  I'ufHcient  warrant  and  dilcharge.  And 
further,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  eflablifh  and  ordain,  that  yearly,  once 
in  the  year  for  ever  hereafter,  namely,  the  aforefaid  Wednefday 
in  May,  and  at  the  town  of  Newport  or  elfewhere,  if  urgenj 
occafion  do  require,  the  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  aflif- 
t^ints  of  the  faid  company  and  other  officers  of  the  faid  company, 
«jr  luch  of  them  as  the  General  Affembly  fhall  think  fit,  fhall 
be  in  the  laid  General  Gourt  or  Affembly,  to  be  held  from  that 
day  or  time,  newly  cholcn  for  the  year  enluing,  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  laid  company  f()r  the  time  being,  as  fhall  be  then  and 
there  pic(erjt.  And  if  it  fhall  happen  that  the  prefent  go- 
vernor, deputy  governor,  and  affiflants,  by  thefe  prefents 
appointed,  or  any  fuch  as  fhall  hereafter  be  newly  chofen 
j:ito  their .  rooms,  or  any  of  thenj,  or  any  other  the  offi;cers  of 
the  faid  company,  fliall  die,  or  be  removed  from  his  or  their 
f4everal  offices  or  places  before  the  faid  genejral  day  of  eleftion 
(whom  we  do  hereby  declare  for  any  mildemeanor  or  default  to 
be  removeable  by  the  governor,  alliflants,  and  company,  or 
i^ch.  greater  part  of  them,  in  any  o.f  the    faid  public  courts  tq 
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ii^  AfTemblcd  as  aForefiiid)  that  then,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  it 
(hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the   laid  governor,  deputy- 
fiovernor,    afTidauts,    and    company    aforcfaid,    or    luch  gre«ttcr 
part  of  them  lo  to  be  allcmbled,  as  iii  ufurclaid,   in  any  of  their 
afl'emblies,  to   proceed  to  a  new  clt£lit>n  of  one  or  more  of  their 
company,  in  the  room  or  place,  rooms  or  placcS)  of  luch  officer 
or  offiicers  io  dying  or  removed,  according  to  their,  dirc^otiM 
And  immediately  upoh  and  after  iuch  c'c^Uon  or  elc£liorilii'hiKki 
of  fuch  governor,    deputy-governor^    atliiUnt   or  afH/lants,   Oi 
any  other  officer  of  the  faid  company,  in  manner  and  form  afore- 
laid,    the   authority,    office,    and    power   before    given    to    the 
former  goverrtorj  deputy-governor,  and  other  officer  and  officers 
fo  removed,  in  whole  Head  and  place  new  ihall  be  cholen,  ihallj 
as  to  him  and  them,  and  every  of  them  rcfpeftively,  ceafe  and 
determine:  Provided  always,  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  That 
as  well  fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prelents  appointed  to  be  the  preient 
governorj  deputy-governorj  and  affi Hants  of  the  laid  company, 
as  thofe  which  ftiall   I'ucceed   them,  and  all  other  officers  to  be 
appointed  and  chofen  as  aforelaidj  Iholii  before  the  undertaking 
the  execution   of  the   laid  offices  and  places  rcfpeftively,  give 
their  lolemn  engagement,  by  oath  or  othei  wife^  fc:  the  due  and 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in  their  feveral  offices  and 
places,  before  luch  perfon  or  perlbns  as  are  by  thele  prelents 
hereafter  appointed  to.  take  and  receive  the  fame;    that   is   to 
fay,  the   faid   Bcnedift  Arnold,  who  is  herein  before  nominated 
and  appointed  the   prefent  governor  of  the  laid  company,  ffiall 
give  the  aforcfaid  engagement  before  William  Brenton,  or  any 
two  of  the  laid  affillants  of  the  laid  Cumpanyj  unto  whom   we 
do,  by  thefe  prefents,  give  full   power  and  authority  to  require 
and   receive  the  fshne;  and   the  laid  William  Brenton,  who  is 
hereby   before-nominated  and  appointed  the  prefeot  deputy-go- 
vernor of  the  laid  company,  Ihall  give  the  aforefaid  engagement 
before  the  faid  Benedift  Arnold,  or  any  two  of  the  affillants  of 
the  faid   company,  unto   whom   we  do,  by  thefe   prcfentSj  give 
full  power  and   authority  to   require  and  receive  the  fame ;  and 
the  faid  William  Bouillon,  John  Porter,   Roger  Williams,   Tho- 
mas Olney,  John  Smith,  John  Greene,    John  Gogelhall,  James 
Barker,  William    Field^    and    Jofeph    Clarke^    who   arc    herein 
before  nominated  and   appointed   the   preient   affillants   of   thq 
company    Ihall  give    the    faid  engagement  to   their   offices  and 
places   refpcftively   belonging,  before  the    laid  Benedift  Arnold 
and  William  Brenton,  or   one  of  them,  to  whom  relpeftively 
we  do  hereby  give  full  power  and  uutlioi  ity  to  require,  adminil- 
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ter,  or  receive  the  fame.  And  fat  (her,  our  will  and  jjlcafure  is, 
that  all  and  every  other  future  governor,  or  dcputy-govcrnof, 
to  be  elcftcd  and  cholcn  by  virtue  of  ihcfe  prclcnts,  (hall  give 
the  faid  engagement  before  two  or  more  of  the  faid  alTi flints  of 
the  laid  company  for  the  time  being,  unto  whom  we  do,  by 
thefe  prefent,  give  full  pow?i  and  authority  to  require,  admi 
nider,  or  receive  the  fame;  and  the  laid  afTiftrnts,  and  every  of 
them,  and  all  and  every  other  officer  or  office/s,  to  be  hereafter 
ele£ied  andchofen  by  virtue  of  thefe  prd'cnts,  from  time  to  time, 
fhall  give  the  like  engigements  to  their  offices  and  places  rc- 
fpeftivcly  belonging,'  before  the  governor,  or  deputy-governor 
for  the  time  being;  unto  which  faid  governor  or  deputy-gover- 
nor we  do,  by  thefe  prcfcnts,  give  fuM  power  and  authority  to 
require,  adminiflcr,  or  reteive  the  fame  accordingly.  And  we 
do  likcvvife  for  us,  our  hcirsj  and  fuccelfors^  give  and  grant 
unto  the  faid  governor  an4  company,  and  their  fucceffors,  by 
thefe  prcfents,  that  for  the  more  peaceable  and  orderly  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  plantations,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
governor,  deputy-governor,'  alRftants,  and  all  other  ofltcers  and 
minifters  of  the  faid  company,  in  the  adminiflration  of  juftice 
and  cxercife  of  government  in  the  faid  plantations,  to  ufc,  exer- 
cifc,  and  put  in  execution,  fuch  methods,  rules,  orders,  and 
direftions,  not  being  contrary  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  and 
ftatutcs  of  this  our  realm,  as  have  been  heretofore  given,  ufcd 
and  accuflomed  in  fuch  cafes  refpcftively,  to  be  put  in  praftice, 
until  at  the  next  or  fomc  other  general  affembly,  efpical  provifion 
iliall  be  made  in  the  cafes  aforefaid.  And  we  do  farther,  for  us,' 
our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor 
and  company,  and  their  fucceffors,  by  thefe  prcfents,  that  it 
fh.ill  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  governor,  or,  in  his 
abfence,  the  deputy-governor  and  m;ijor  part  of  the  faid  afliflants 
for  the  time  being,  at  any  time  when  the  laid  general  Affembly 
is  not  fitting,  to  nominate,  appoint,  and  conflitute  fuch  and  fo 
many  commanders,  governors,  and  military  ofHcers,  as  to  them 
ihtrll  feem  requifite,  for  the  leading,  conducing,  afnd  training 
tip  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  plantations  in  martial  affairs,  and 
for  the  defence  and  fafcguard  of  the  faid  plantations;  ^nd  that 
it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every  fuch  com- 
mander, governor,  and  military  officer,  that  fhall  be  fo  as 
aforefaid,  or  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy-go^ 
vcrnor  and  fix  of  the  afTiflants,  and  major  part  of  the  freemen  of 
the   faid  companv   prefent  at  any  general  alfanblics,  nominated, 
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•npointed,   and  conflituterl,  according    to  the   tenor  of  his  and 
ilieir  refpcflivc  commiilions  and  direflions,  to  ailemblc,  exercil'e 
in  aim!!,  marihal,  array,  and  put  in  warhke   podurr,  the  irihabi- 
lants  of  the  laid  cohmy,  fot"  their  cfpccial    defence  and   fafctyi 
and  to  lead  and  conduct  the  laid  iitliahitants,  and  to  encounter, 
repulfc,  and  rclill  by  force  of  uiins,  a&   well  by  fca  as  by  land, 
to  kill,  (lay,  and  dcRroy,  by  all    Btting   ways,  enterprifes,  and 
means  wh.iti'ocver,    all  and  every  iuch  perion  or  purfons  as  fliall 
at  any  time  hereafter  attempt  or  eiitcrprile  the  dcllruthnn,  inva- 
iion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  faid  inhabitants  or  plantuti> 
ons;  and  to   ufe  and  cxercifc  the  law  martial  in  fuch  calcs  only 
as  occafion  (hall  neccHarily  require  ;  and    to    take  and  rurprije, 
by  all  ways  and  means  \vhatli)cver,  all  and  every  fuch  pet  ion  or 
perfuns,  with  their  (hip  or  fliips,  armour,  ammunition,  or  other 
goods  of  fuch  perions  as  fhall  in   holtile  manner  inva^it  or  at- 
tempt the  defeating  of  the  faid  plantation,  or  the  hult  '  T  the  laid 
company  arid  inhabitants ;  and  upon  jult  caufes   to  invade   and 
dedroy  the  natives,  Indians,  or  other  enemies  of  the  laid  f\.lo- 
ny.     Neverthelcls,    our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hercb). 
declare  to  the  reft  of  our  colonies  in  New-England,  that  it  Ihall 
not  be  lawful  for  this  our  faid  colony  of  Rhodc-Iiland  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  in  New-England^  in  America,  to  invade  th 
natives   inhabiting  within    the  bounds  and  limits  of  their  f*  d 
colonies,  without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  faid  other 
colonics.     And  it  is  hereby  declared,    that  it  fliall  not  be  lawful 
to  or  for  the   reft  of  the  colonies  to  invade  or  molefl  the  native 
IndianSj  or  any  other  inhabitants,  inhabiting  within    the  bounds 
or   limits  hereafter  mentioned  (they  having  iubjctlcd  themfelv x* 
unto    us,  and  being  by    us  tak-n    into  our   Iperial   proteftion) 
without  the   knowledge  and  conicnt  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  our  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Planta'tion. 
Alio  our   will  and    pleafure  is,  and  we    do  hereby  declare  unto 
all    Chriftian    Kings,   Princes,    and  States,    that    ii    ?ny   perion, 
which  Ihall    hereafter  be   of  the   laid  company  oi   ^  'antation,  or 
any    other  by  appointment  of  the  laid  governor  and   company 
for  the  time  being,  fhall  at   any  time  or  timci  hereafter  rob  or 
fpoil,  by  lea  or  land,  or  do  any  hurt,  or  ui, lawful  hoilility,   to 
any  of  the  fubjcfts  of  us,  our  heirs   and   iucceffors,   or  to  any  of 
the   fubjcfts  oi^  any  Prince    or  State,  being  then  in  league  with 
us,  our  heirs  and  iucccifors  ;  upon  complaint  of  iuch  injury  done 
to  any  fuch   Prince  or  State,  or  their  fubjcfts,    we,    our  heirs 
and  fucceifors,  will  make  open  proclamation,  withip  any  parts 
of  our  realms  of  England  fit  for  that  purpole,  that   the    pei- 
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Ion   or  pcrfons    committing    any   fuch   robbery  or  fpoil  fhsll 
"Ivithin  the  time  limited  by  fuch  proclamation,  make  full  refvi- 
tution  or  fatisfijftion    of  all   fuch  injuries    done  or  committed 
fo  as    the  faid  prince^  or  others    fo  complaining,  ntay  be  fully 
fatisfied  and  contented  ;  and  if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  who 
ihall  commit   any  lueh  robbery  or  fpoil,  (hall    not    make  fatis- 
faftion  accordingly,  within  fuch  time  fo  to  be  limited^  that    then 
we,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,   will  put    fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
out  of  our  allegiance   and  protcftionj  and    that    then    it  {hall 
and   may  l)e  lawful  and  free  for  all  princes,  or  others,  to  pro- 
liccute  with  hoftility,  fuch  offenders,  and  every  of  them,  their 
and  every  of  their  procurers,  aiders,  abettors,  and  counfellors, 
in  that  behalf.     Provided  alfo,  and  our  cxprefs  will  and  pleafure 
is,  and  we  do  by  thelc  prrfents,  for   us,   our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors, ordain  and   appoint^  that    thcfe   prcfents  ihall  not  in  any 
manned   hinder  any    of   our    loving   fubjefts    whatfoever   from 
ufmg  and  exercifmg  the  trade  of  fifhing  upon  the  coaft  of  New- 
England,  in  America,  but  that  they,  and  every  or  any  of  them, 
fhall  have  full  and  free  power  and  liberty  to  continue  and  ufe 
the  trade  of  hlhing  upon  the  faid  coaft,  in  any  of  the  feas  there- 
unto   adjoining,  or  any   arms  of  the  fea,  or    fait    water,  rivers 
and  creeks,  where  they  have  been  accumftomed  to  filh,  and  to 
build  and  let  upon  the  walle  land  belonging  to  the  laid  colony 
and  plantations    fuch  wharfs,  ftages,  and    workhoufes,   as   fhall 
be  necelfai-y  for  the  faking,  drying,  and  keeping  of  their  fifa  to 
be    taken  or  gotten  upon  that   coall.     And  farther,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  inhabitants  of  our  faid  colony  of  Providence 
Plantation  to  let  upon  the  buiinefs  of  taking  whales',   it  fliall  be 
lawful  for  them,  or  any  of  them,  having  flruck  a  whale,  duber- 
tus,  or  other  great  hlh,    it  or  them   to  purfuc  unto  that  coaft 
and  into  any  bay,  river,  cove,  creek  or   Ihore,  belonging  there- 
to, and   it  or    them,    upon   the    faid    coaft,  or  in  the  faid  bay, 
river,    cove,    creek,  or    flioic,    belonging   thereto,  to    kill  and 
order  fbr  the  bcft  advantage,   wfthout   moleftation,   they    mak- 
ing no  wilful  wafte  or  fpoil  ;  any  tiling  in  thcic  prcfents  con- 
tained, or  any  otl>er  matter  or  thing  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
flanding.     And  farther  alfo,  we   are  gracioufly  plealed,  and   do 
hereby    declare,  that  if   any  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  f4:d  colo- 
ny,  do    let    upon     the    planting,   of    vineyards,     (the    foil  and 
climate    both   feemlng    naturally    to   ontur   to    the    produftion 
of  wines)   or  be  induftrious  in  the  difcovery  of  filhing-banks, 
in  or   about  the   faid  colony,    we   will,  from  time  to  time,  give 
ai.d    allow   all    due   and   iittiitg    encouragement  therein,    as   to 
others    in    cafes  of  like    nature.       And    farther,  of  our  more 
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fltnpte  grace,  certain  knowledge,    and   mere   motion,    we  have 
given    and    granted,    and  by    thefe  prefents^  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceffors  do  give  and  grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and 
company  of  the  English  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
plantation,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay,  in  New-England,  in  Ameri- 
ca, and  to  every  inliabitant  there,  and  to  every  perfon  and  per- 
fons  trading  thither,    and  to  every  fuch  peribn  or  perfons  as 
are  or  Ihall  be  free  of  the  faid  colony,  full  power  and  authority, 
from   time  to  time,  and  at  all    times,  hereafter,  to. take,    Ihip, 
tranfport,  and  carry  away,  out   of  any  of  our  realms  and  domi- 
nions, for  and  towards  the  plantation  and  defence  of  the  faid 
co\m\^  1  fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubjefts  and  (Grangers, 
•s  (hall   or   will    willingly    accompany  thorn    in  and   to  their 
faid  colony  and' piantatipn,  except  luch  perfon    or  perfons   as 
are   or  fhall   be    therein,  retrained  by  us,  our  heirs  and   fuc- 
ceffors,  or  any  law  or  ftatute  of  this  realm  ;  and    alfo  to  fliip 
and  tranfport  all  apd  all   manner  of  goods,  chattels,  merchant 
dize,  and  other   things  whatfoever,  that    are  or  fhall  be  ufeful 
or  necelfary  for  the  faid  plantations,  and  defence  thereof,  and 
ufually  tranfported,  and  not  prohibited  by  any  law  or  flatute  of 
this  our  realm  ;   yielding  and   paying  upto   us,  our   heirs   and 
fucceffors,    fuch  the  duties,  cuftoms   and  fiibfidies,    as    are    or 
ought  to   be  paid  or  payable  for  the  lame.     And  farther,  our 
will  and  pleafi^re  is,  and  wc  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and   fuccel« 
fors,  ordain,  declare  and  grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and  com* 
pany,  nnd  their  fucceffors,  that  all  and  every  thi  fubje£ls  of  us, 
our  heirs   and  fucceffors,  which  are  already  planted  and  fettled 
within   our    faid   colony   of  Providence    Plantation,   or   which 
^all  h«reafter  go  to  inhabit  within   the   faid  colony,   and  all 
and  every  of  their  children  which  have  been  born  there,  or 
which   (hall   happen  hereafter     to   be  born    there,    or   on   the 
fea   going   thither  or    returning  from  thence,    (hall  have   and 
enjoy    all   liberties  and    immunities  of   free    and  natural   fub- 
je£ls,    within   any  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors, to  all  intents,  conftruftions,  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if 
they    and  every    of  them   were    born    within   the    realm    of 
England,     And  farther  know  ye,  that  we,  of  our  more  abun- 
dant grace,   certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given, 
granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our   heirs 
and  fucceffors,    do   give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid  go- 
vernor and  company,  and   their    fucceffors,  all   that  part  of  our 
dominions  of  New-England,  in  America,  containing  the  Nahan- 
tick  and  Nanhyganl'ett,   alias   Narragani'et   bay,    and   countries 
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and  parts  adjncent,  botmded  on  the  weft,  or  weftcrly,  to  the 
middle  or  channel  of  a  river  there,  commonly  called  and 
known  by  the  name  pf  JPawpatuck,  3Jia§  Pawcawtuck  river 
and  ip  along  the  laid  river^  as  the  greater  o^r  middle  ftream 
thereof  rcacheth  or  lie?^  up  into  the  north  country,  northward 
unto  the  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  by  a  ftrait  line 
drawn  due  nor^-^'^until  it  meet  with  the  fouth  lipe  of  the 
MallachuleUs  colony,  and  on  the  north  pr  northerly,  by  the 
afoi^l'aid  fouth  or  foutherly  line  of  ^he  Maflachufett?  colony 
pr  plantation,  a»d  extending  towards  the  eafl  or  eaftwardiy 
three  Engliih  miles,  1  the  eaft  and  north-eaft  of  the  moft 
eaflern  and  iiorth-ea{^  n  parts  of  the  aforelaid  Narrnganlet 
bay,  as  the  fai4  bay  lieih  or  extcndeth  itfelf  from  the  occar\ 
jp  '  the  fouth  or  fouthwardly,  unto  the  mouth  of  the  rivcf 
which  runneth  towards  the  towii  of  Providence,  and  from 
thence  along  the  eaflwardly  fide  or  bank  of  the  faid  river,  (higher 
palled  by  the  name  of  Seacunck  river)  up  to  the  fall^  called 
Patucket  Falls,  being  the  moft  weftwardly  line  of  Plymouth 
f:olony ;  and  fo  from  the  fajd  falls,  in  a  ftrait  line  due  north, 
until  it  meet  with  the  aforefaid  line  pf  the  Maifachufetts 
colony,  and  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  ocean,  and  in  par- 
ticular the  lands  belonging  to  the  towns  of  Providence,  Pa- 
tuxit,  Warwicke,  Milquammapock,  alias  Pawcatuck,  and  the 
reft  upon  the  main  land,  in  the  traft  aforelaid,  together  witl^ 
RhodiS-Ifland,  Blocke-lfland,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  ifland^ 
and  banks  in  the  Naimganfet  bay,  and  bordering  upon  the 
coaft  of  the  traft  aforelaid,  (Fifher's  ifland  only  excepted) 
together  with  all  firm  lands,  foils,  grounds,  havens,  ports, 
rivers,  waters,  fifliings,  mines  royal,  and  all  other  mines, 
rnineralSj  precious  ftones,  quarries,  woods,  wood-grounds,  rocks^ 
fl.ites,  and  all  and  lingular  other  commodities,  jurifdiftionsj 
|-iiynlties,  privileges,  franchifes,  pre-eminencies,  and  heredita- 
n'cnts  whatloever,  within  the  faid  tradl,  bounus,  lands,  and 
iflands  afoiei'aid,  to  them  or  any  of  them  belonging,  or 
in  any  wile  appertaining.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  lame 
unto  the  faid  i^  vcrnor  and  company,  and  their  iucccffurs 
for  ever,  upcn  truft,  for  the  ule  ajid  bcneht  of  themlelves 
and  their  affociatcs,  freemen  of  the  '  .id  colony,  their  heirs  and 
afhgns.  To  be  liolden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  liiccellors,  as  of 
the  manner  of  Eaft-Grecnwich,  in  our  county  of  Kent,  in 
free  and  common  foccagc,  and  not  in  incite,  nor  by  knights 
(iervice.  Yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs  and  luc- 
celfors,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and  filver,  which 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  tintics  hereafter,  Ihall  be  there  gotten, 
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had  or  cA>tained,  in  lieu  and  fatisfaftion  6f  all  fervices,  duties,  fines, 
forfeitures,  inade  or  to  be  made,  claims  or  demands  whatfoevcr, 
to  be  to  U.S,  our  heirs  or  lucceflTors,  therefor  or  thereabout  ren- 
dered, made  or  paid ;  any  grant  or  clatife,  in  a  Inte  grant  to  the 
governor  and  corip?ny  of  Conne£licut  ct;lony  in  America,  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding  ;  the  aforcfaid  Pawr 
catuck  river  having  been  yieltied  after  mucli  debate,  for  the  fixed 
and  certain  bounds  between  thefe  our  laid  colohiea,  by  the 
agents  thereof;  who  have  alfo  agreed,  that  the  laid  Pawcatuck. 
river  fhali  alio  be  called  alias  Narrogancett  or  Narroganliett  river, 
and  to  prevent  future  difputes  that  otherwiie  might  arile  there- 
by, for  ever  hereafter  (hall  be  conftruei',  deemed,  avid  taken 
to  be  the  Narrogancett  rivrr,  in  our  late  grant  to  Conneflicut 
colony,  mentioned  as  the  eaicerly  bounds  of  th^it  colony.  And 
farther,  our  will  and  p}eafure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of  public 
controverftcs,  which  may  fall  out  betvveen  our  colony  of  Con- 
pefticut  and  Providence  Plantation,  to  make  their  appeal  therein 
to  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  for  redrels  in  luch  caies,  within 
this  our  realm  of  England  :  and  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  and  for 
|Lhe  inhabitants  of  the  faidcojony  of  Providence  Plantation,  with- 
out lett  or  molefla*^ion  to  paf's  and  repafs  with  freedom  into  and 
^hiough  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  colonies  upon  their  lawful  and 
pivil  occnfions,  and  tQ  converfe,  and  hold  commerce,  and  trade 
with  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  other  Engliih  colonies  as 
ihall  be  willing  to  admit  them  thereunto,  they  behaving  them? 
felves  peaceably  among  them;  any  aft,~  clauie,  or  fentence,  in 
any  of  the  faid  colonies  provided,  or  that  fliall  be  provided,  to 
fhe  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  And  laftly,  we  do 
for  us,  our  hpirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ordain  and  grant  unto  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefents, 
that  thele  ouj-  letters  patents  fliall  be  firm,  good,  cffeftual,  and 
available,  in  all  things'in  the  law,  to  all  intents,  conftruftiensj 
and  purpofes  whatfoever,  according  to  ojar  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing herein  before  declared ;  and  fliall  be  conflirued,  reputed  and 
adjudged  in  all  cafes,  moft  favourably  on  the  behalf,  and  for  the 
bell  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  laid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs ;  although  expreis  mention,  &c.  In  witnels^ 
^c.  witneis,  &c. 

Per  ip/um  Regem. 
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Since  the  foregoing  flicets  went  to  prcfs,  Mr.  Cooper  has  pub- 
|iflied  a  work,  entitled  "  Some  Information  rcfpeclmi^  America," 
with  his  oblcrvations  we  fliall  ccncludc  our  account  of  thi? 
tSute, 
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"  Rhode-Ifland,  in  point  of  climate  and  produflions,  as  well 
AS  in  appearance,  is  perhaps  the  mod  fimilar  to  Great-Britain  of 
any  State  in  the  Union,  The  winters  are  fomewhat  longer  and 
more  fevere,  the  fummers,  perhaps,  a  little  Warmer:  but  it 
participates  with  Great-Britain  tn  fame  vuqfure  in  the  defcl6:s  of 
climate,  being  from  its  fituation  fubjeft  to  a  moifler  atniofphere  * 
than  many  of  the  other  States^  The  foil  of  Rhodcrlfland  alfo 
(though  not  in  general  of  a  good  quality)  is  too  much  improved, 
and  the  land  too  much  divided  to  admit  of  any  large  pontiguou9 
purchafes  as  a  fpeculation,  though  Angle  fartqs  at  a  rate  poipp^ra* 
lively  moderate  might  be  procured  here :  this,  however,  is 
owing  to  a  decay  of  trade  in  this  part  of  America,  ^nd  to  the 
inhabitants  themfelves  quitting  their  (ituations  for  the  prpfpedt 
of  a  more  advantageous  trade.  It  is  rather  adapted  for  «  graz. 
jng  than  a  corn  country :  fcantily  timbered,  comparatively  plen« 
tiful  in  milk  and  butter,  and  cheefe ;  but  not  abounding  in  what 
the  Americans  term  good  or  rich  land.  The  dividon  of  pro» 
perty,  however,  and  its  prefent  tendency  rather  to  decreafe 
than  increafc  in  value,  renders  it  ineligible  for  moft  Britiili 
fettlers."  v  \ 


f^- 


*  This  obfervation  is  applicdble  to  the  vicinity  of  New>York  alfo,  vrher« 
^hey  iind  %h?*  wood  intended  for  ufc  in  the  fouthern  climates  cannot  be  i'ufficient« 
ly  feafoned.  In  Pennfylvania  it  may.  Indeed  thi«  remark  will  evidently  >pply 
t'^  the  whole  nurihera  fV.-a-coall  of  America. 
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STATE   OF 


CONNECTICUT. 


SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 


X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  4i<»  and  42°  2'  north  latitude, 
and  1^  50'  and  3°  20'  eafl  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its 
length  is  about  eighty-two  miles,  and  its  breadth  fifty  feven. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  MafTachufetts,  on  the  eafl 
by  Rhode-Ifland,  on  the  fouth  by  the  Sound,  which  divides 
it  from  Long-Ifland,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  State  of  New- 
York. 

The  divifional  line  between  Conne£licut  and  Maflachufetls, 
as  fettled  in  1713,  was  found  to  be  about  feventy-two  miles  in 
length.  The  line  dividing  Conneilicut  from  Rhode-Ifland  was 
fettled  in  1728,  and  found  to  be  about  forty-five  miles.  The 
fea  coafF,  from  the  mouth  of  Paukatuk  river,  which  forms  a  part 
of  the  eaftern  boundary  of  Connefticut,  in  a  direft  fouth-wefter- 
ly  line  to  the  mouth  of  Byram  river,  is  reckoned  at  about  ninety 
miles.  The  line  between  Connefticut  and  New-York  runs 
from  latitude  41O  to  latitude  42°  2',  feventy-two  miles.  Thus 
Connefticut  contains  about  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feven- 
ty-four  fquare  miles,  equal  to  about  two  millions  fix  hundred 
and  forty  thouiand  acres. 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 

Connefticut,  though  fubjcft  to  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold 
in  their  feafons,  and  to  frequent  fuddcn  changes,  is  very  health- 
ful. The  north-weft  winds,  in  the  winter  lealon,  are  often  ex- 
tremely fevere  and  piercing,  occafioncd  by  the  great  body  of 
fnow  which  lies  concealed  from  the  difTolving  influence  of  the 
fun,  in  the  immenle  forcfts  north  and  north-weft.  I'he  clear 
and  lerene  temperature  of  the  fky,  however,  makes  amends  for 
the  feverity  «f  the  weather,  and  is  favourable  to  health  and 
longevity.      In    the    uiaritime  towus   tlie    weather  is  variable, 
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according  aS  the  wind  blows  from  the  fea  or  land ;  but  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  the  fea  breezes  having  Icfs  efFeft  upon 
the  air,  conl'cquently  the  weather  i*  lefs  vairiable, 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &q 

Conncftltut  is  generally  broken  land,  made  up  of  mountains, 
jiills,  and  vallics.  It  is  laid  out  in  fmall  farms,  from  fifty  to 
three  or  foiir  hundred  acres  each,  whith  are  held  by  the  farmers 
in  fee  limple,  and  are  generally  cultivated  as  well  as  the  nature 
of  the  foil  will  admit.  The  State  is  chequered  with  innumerable 
roads  or  high-ways,  croiring  each  other  in  every  direftion.  A 
traveller,  in  any  of  thefe  roads,  even  in  the  moft  unsettled  parts 
of  the  State,  will  leldom  pals  more  than  two  of  three  miles  with- 
out finding  a  houfe  or  Cottage,  and  a  farm  under  fuch  improve- 
ments as  to  afford  the  netelTai  i-s  for  the  fupport  of  a  family. 
Yhe  whole  State  rcfcmbles  a  well-cultivated  garden,  which,  with 
that  degree' of  induflry  tliit  is  necelTiiry  to  happinefs,  produces 
the  neceflaries  and  conveniencies  of  life  in  great  plenty;  it  ii 
exceedingly  well  watered  by  numerous  rivers,  but  the  principal 
is  that  which  gives  its  name  to  this  State ;  this  we  have  already 
delcribed* 

Tlie  Ifoufatonick  +  paCTcs  through  a  number  of  pleafant  towns 
in  this  StatCj  and  empties  into  the  found  between  Stratford  and 
Milford;  it  is  navigable  twelve  miles  to  Derby.  A  bar  of  fhells, 
at  its  mouth,  obfl;ru£ls  its  navigation  for  targe  Veflels.  In  this 
river,  between  Saliihury  and  Canaan,  is  a  cataraft,  where  the 
water  of  the  whole  river,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  wide,  fills  about  fixty  feet  perpendicular,  in  a  perfeft 
white  iheet,  exhibiting  a  fcene  exceedingly  grand  and  beau- 
tiful. 

Naupatuk  is  a  fmall  river  which  rifes  in  Torrlngton,  and 
empties  into  the  Houfatonick  at  Derby. 

The  Thames  empties  into  Long-Ifland  found  at  New-London: 
it  is  navigable  fourteen  miles  to  Norwich  l.andi-ng :  here  it 
lufes  its  name,  and  branches  into  Shetucket  on  the  eaft,  and 
Norwich  or  Little  river  on  the  weft.  The  city  of  Norwich 
fl-inds  on  the  tongue  of  land  between  thefe  rivers.  Little  river, 
about  a  mile  from  its  mouth,  has  a  remarkable  and  very  roman- 
tic cataratl:.  A  rock,  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  perpendicular 
height,  c?ctrnds  quite  ^crofs  the  channel  of  the  river :  over  this 
the  whole  river  pitches,   in  one  entire  flieet,  upon  abed  of  rocks 


♦Page  II-  +  An  Indian  name,  fi^nUy'ing  Over  the  Mountain . 
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beloiv.  Here  the  river  is  comprefled  into  a  very  narrow  clian- 
nel  between  two  craggy  cliffs,  one  of  which  towers  to  a  con- 
fiderable  height :  the  thahnel  dcfcehds  gradually,  is  very  crook- 
ed, and  covered  with  pointed  rocks.  Upon  thcfe  the  water 
fwiftly  tumbles,  foaming  with  the  moft  violent  agitation,  fif- 
teen or  twenty  rods,  into  a  broad  bafon  which  fpreads  before 
it.  At  the  bottom  of  the  perpendicular  falls,  the  rocks  are, 
fcurioufly  excavated  by  the  conftant  pouring  of  the  water  : 
fpme  of  the  caVities,  whicli^e  all  of  a  circular  form,  are  five 
or  fix  feet  deep.  The  fmoothncfs  of  the  water  above  its  def- 
Cent — the  regularity  and  beauty  of  the  perpendicular  fall — ithe 
tremendous  roughnefs  of  the  other,  and  the  craggy  towering 
cliff  which  impends  the  Whole,  prefents  to  the  view  of  the 
fpeftator  a  fcene  indefcribably  delightful  and  majeftic.  On  this 
river  are  fome  of  the  fined  mill  feats  ii*  New-England  ;  and 
thofe  immediately  below  the  falls,  occupied  by  Lathrop's  mills, 
are,  perhaps,  not  ejtceeded  by  any  in  the  world.  Acrofs  the 
hiouth  of  this  river  is  a  broad,  commodious  bridge,  in  the  form 
of  a  wharf,  built  at  a  great  expenfe* 

Shetucket  rivefj  the  other  branch  of  the  Thames,  four  miles 
from  its  mouth,  receives  Quinnabpguej  wliich  has  its  fource  in 
Brimfield  in  Maffachufetts ;  thence  pafling  through  Sturbridge 
and  D«dley  in  Maffachufetts^  it  croffes  into  Connefticut,  and 
ilividcs  Pomfret  from  Killingly,  Canterbury  from  Plainfield, 
and  Lifbon  from  Prefton,  and  then  mingles  with  the  Shetucket, 
In  paffing  through  this  hilly  county,  it  tumbles  over  many 
falls,  two  of  whichj  one  ih  Thompfon,  the  other  in  Brooklyn, 
are  thirty  feet  each ;  this  river  affords  a  vaft  number  of  fine 
mill  feats*  In  its  courfe  it  receives  a  great  number- of  tributary 
ftreamsj  the  principal  of  Which  are  Muddy  Brook,  and  Five 
Mile  river*  Shetucket  riVer  is  formed  oy  the  junftion  of 
Willamantick  and  Mount  Hope  rivers,  which  unite  between 
Wyndham  and  Lebanon*  In  Lifhon  it  receives  Little  river  ; 
and  at  a  little  diftancc  farther  the  Quinnabogue,  and  empties 
as  above.  Thefe  rivers  a!^  indeed,  fed  by  numberlefs  brooks 
frorp  every  part  of  the  ad^cent  country*  At  the  mouth  of 
Shetucket  is  a  bridge  of  timber  one  hutj,drcd  and  twenty-four 
feet  in  length,  fupporled  at  each  end  by  pillars,  and  held  up  in 
the  middle  by  braces  on  the  top,  in  the  nature  of  an  arch. 

Paukatuck  river  is  an  inconfiderable  ftream  which  heads  in  Sto- 
nington,  and  empties  into  Sionington  harbour.  It  forms  part  of 
the  dividing  line  between  Connefticut  and  Rhode-Ifland. 
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Eaft,  or  North-Haven  river,  rifcs  in  Southington,  not  Ut 
from  a  bchd  in  Farmington  river,  and  pafllng  through  Walling- 
ford  and  North-Haven,  falls  into  New-Haven  harbour.  It  has 
been  in  contemplation  to  eonncft  the  fource  of  this  river  with 
Farmington  riven  \ 

Eafl  and  Wefl  rivers  ire  inconfiderable  ftreams,  bounding  the 
city  of  New-Haven  on  the  eafl  and  weft. 

Wed  of  the  Houfatonick  aire  «  number  of  fmall  rivers,  which 
fall  into  the  founds  Amo'ng  thef^l  Byran  river,  noticeable  only 
as  forming  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  New-York  and  Cor. 
ne£ticutk  But  neither  this,  nor  any  of  the  others,  are  confide- 
rable  enough  to  merit  particular  attention. 

The  two  principal  harbours  in  this  State  are  at  New-London 
and  New-HaVcn.  The  former  opens  to  the  fout^.  From  the 
light-houfc,  which  ftands  at  th^  mouth  of  the  .tafbour,  to 
the  toxvn,  is  about  three  miles ;  the  breadth  is  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  and  in  fome  places  more.  The  harbour  has  from  iive 
to  fix  fathoms  water->«a  clear  bottom— ^tough,  ooze,  and  as  far  as 
one  mile  above  the  town  is  entirely  feCuro^^nd  commodious 
for  largtf  fhips.  \ 

New-Haven  harbour  is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  New-Lon- 
don.  It  is  a  bay  which  fets  up  northerly  from  the  found,  about 
four  miles.  Its  entrance  i»  about  half  a  mile  wide.  It  has  very 
good  anchorage,  and  two  and  a  half  fathom  at  low  water,  and 
three  fathom  and  four  feet  at  common  tidefs< 

About  a  mile  from;  the  town,  on  the  channel,  a  pier,  is  ercft- 
ed,  at  which  vcffels  of  iuch  fiie  as  cannot  come  up  to  the  wharf, 
lade  and  unlade.  A  fum  of  money  has  lately  been  raifed  by 
lottery  for  the  purpofe  of  extending  the  long  wharf  to  this 
pier,  and  the  wovk  is  partly  accomplrfhed  j  when  completed, 
this  wharf  will  be  the  longeft  in  the  United  States,  and  will  be 
a  vafl  benefit  to  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  fca  coft  is  indented  with  harbours,  many 
of  which  are  lafe  and  commodious,  but  are  not  iufhciently  ufcd 
to  merit   a  dcfcription. 


SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 


\'. 


In  a  few  inflances  the  foil  of  this  State  is  thin  and  barren, 
but  in  general  it  is  ftrong  and  fertile.  Its  principal  produfti* 
ens  arc  Indian  corn,  rye,  wheat,  in  many  parts  of  the  State, 
©ats,  and  barley,  which  are  heavy,  and  good,  and  of  late,  buck 
tvheat-^flax  in  large  (juantitic^^-lofnc  hemp,  potatoes  of  fcvcral 
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}cin4s,  pumpkins,  turnips,  peas,  beans,  &c.  &c.  Fruits  of  all 
kinds,  which  are  common  to  the  climate.  The  foil  is  very 
vrell  calculated  for  padure  and  mowing,  which  enables  the  far- 
mers to  feed  large  numbers  of  neat  cattle  and  horfes.  A6lual 
calculation  has  evinced,  that  any  given  quantity  of  the  bed  mow« 
ing  land  in  Connecticut  produces  about  twice  as  much  clear 
profit,  as  th^  fame  (quantity  of  the  bed  wheat  land  in  the  State 
of  New-York,  Many  farmers,  in  the  cadcrn  part  of  the  State, 
have  lately  found  their  ad^SJU^ge  in  raiftng  mules,  which  are 
carried  from  the  ports  of  Wffwich  and  New- London  to  the 
Wcd-India  iflands,  and  yield  a  handfome  profit.  The  beef, 
pork,  butter,  and  cheefe  of  Conne£^icut,  are  equal  to  any  in 
the  world. 

There  is  a  lead  mine,  on  the  bank  of  Conne&icut  river,  two 
miles  from  Middleton,  which  was  wrought  during  the  war,  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  State,  and  ^rzs  produ£iive,  but  it  is  fuppofed  > 
to  be  too  expenfive  to  work  in  time  of  peace.  Copper  mines 
have  been  difcoyered  and  opened  in  feveral  parts  of  the  State, 
but  have  proved  unprofitable,  and  are  much  negleaed.  Iron 
ore  abounds  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  Talks  of  various  kinds, 
white,  brown,  and  chocolate  coloured  crydals,  aink  or  fpclter, 
a  femi-metal,  and  feyeral  other  fofllls  and  metals,  have  been 
found  in  different  parts  of  this  State.  At  Stafford  there  is  a 
medicinal  fpring,  which  is  faid  to  be  a  foverei^n  remedy  for 
(Scorbutic,  cutaneous,  and  other  diforders, 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS, 

Conne£kicut  is  divided  into  eight  counties,  viz.  Hartford, 
New-Haven,  New- London,  Fairfield,  Wyndham,  Litchfield,  Mid- 
dlefex,  and  Tolland  ;  thcfe  arc  divided  into  about  one  hundred 
townfhips.  Each  townfhip  is  a  corporation,  invefted  with  power 
to  hold  lands,  chooi'e  their  own  town  officers,  to  make  pru< 
dcntial  laws,  the  penalty  of  tranfgrefTion  not  to  exceed  twenty 
fiiillings,  and  to  choofe  their  own  reprefcntativ^s  to  the  General 
Affcmbly,  The  townfhips  are  generally  divided  into  two  or 
more  pariihcs,  in  each  of  which  is  one  or  more  places  for  public 
worfhip,  and  fchool  houfes  at  convenient  didances. 

CHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES, 

There  arc  a  number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  both  maritime 
and  inland,  in  Connefticut.  It  contains  five  cities,  incorpora- 
ted with   extenfive  jurifdiftion  in  civil  caul'es.     Two  of  thei'e, 
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l^artford  and  Ncw-Ilaven,  arc  capifals  of  the  State.  The  Cc 
ncral  Affcmbly  is  holdcn  at  |ihe  former  in  May,  aiid  at  the  latter 
in  0£luher|  aiinuully. 


HARTFORD, 


\ 


Hartford  city  is  fituated  at  the  head  of  the  navigation  on 
the  weil  fide  of  Connc6licut  river,  about  fifty  miles  from  its  en- 
trance iP'o  the  found.  Its  buildiacs  are  a  Aate  houfe,  two  chur- 
phrs  for  Congregationalifts,  a  difliPery,  befides  upwards  of  three 
hundred  dwelling  houfes,  a  nuinber  of  whiph  ^re  handfomcly 
built  with  brick. 

The  town  is  divided  by  a  fmnll  river,  with  high  romantic 
banks.  Qvcr  this  river  is  a  bridge,  conncfting  the  two  divifi- 
ons  of  the  town.  Hartford  is  advantageoufly  fitiiatcd  for  trade, 
has  a  very  f>«>e  back  country,  enters  largely  into  the  manufac- 
turing bufinefs,  and  is  a  rich,  flourilhing,  commercial  town.  A 
bauH  has  lately  b<;;cn  cdabliflicd  in  this  city. 


tJEW-HAVEt*. 


\ 


Lies  round  the  head  of  a  bay,  which  makes  up  about  four 
miles  north  from  the  found.  It  covers  part  of  a  large  plain, 
which  is  circiimfciibcd  on  three  fides  by  high  hills  or  moun- 
t  lins.  Two  fmall  rivers  bound  the  city  cafl  and  weft.  The  town 
was  originally  laid  out  in  Iquarcs  of  fixty  rods.  Many  of  the 
fquares  have  been  divided  by  crofs  flreets.  Four  ftrcets  run 
north-weft  and  louth-eaft,  thefe  are  croflTcd  by  others  at  right 
angles.  Near  the  center  of  the  city  is  the. public  fquare;  on  and 
around  which  are  the  public  buildings,  which  arc,  a  ftate  houfe» 
pollege,  and  chapel,  three  churches  for  Congregationalifts,  and  one 
for  Epifcopalians.  Thefe  are  all  handiome  and  commodious  build- 
ings. The  college,  phapel,  ftate  houfe,  and  one  of  the  churches, 
are  of  brick,  The  public  fquare  i$  encircled  with  rows  of  trees, 
M-hich  render  it  both  convenient  and  delightful.  Its  beauty, 
however,  is  greatly  diminifiicd  by  the  burial  ground,  and  If  vera! 
pf  the  public  buijdings,  whiph  occupy  a  confiderable  part  of  it. 

Many  of  the  ftrcels  are  ornamented  with  two  rows  of  trees, 
one  on  each  fide,  which  gives  the  city  a  rural  appearance.  The 
proCpeft  from  the  ftceples  is  greatly  variegated  and  extremely 
beautiful.  There  are  about  five  hundred  dwelling  houfes  in  the 
city,  principally  of  wood,  and  well  built,  and  fome  of  them  ele- 
gant. The  (Irects  arc  fandy,  but  neat  and  cleanly.  Within  the 
limits  of  the  city  are  four  thouland  inhabitants.  About  one 
ijf^    feventy   dis   annually ;   this    proves   the    healtliinefs  of  its 
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dimale.  Indeed,  as  to  pleafantncf*  of  fituation  and  falubrity  of 
air,  Ncw-IIavcn  is  not  exceeded  by  any  city  in  America*  Ip 
carries  on  a  confulcrablc  trade  with  Ntvv-York  and  the  Weft- 
India  idands,  has  fcveral  kinds  of  mai)ufa£lures,  and  is  flou- 
jilhing. 


NEW-iONDOJJ, 

This  city  {lands  ori  th^well  fide  of  the  river  Thames,  near 
its  entratice  ipto  the  fovBl  in  latitude  '41^'  25'.  It'hastwp 
places  for  public  worfhip,  one  for  Epilcopalians,  and  one  for 
Congrcgationalifts;  about  ihn.K  hundred  dwelling  houfes,  and 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  inhahitarits.  Its  haibcuir  is  the  bell 
in  Conncfticut.  It  is  defended  by  Fort  Trr  \bull  and.  Foft 
Grifwold,  the  one  in  New-Lond(»ii,  the  other  :n  Grolon.  A' 
confiderablc  part  of  the  town  was  bmui  by  Benedict  Arnold  ii> 
n8t.     This  part  has  fince  been  rebuilt. 


NORWICH, 

Norwich  ftands  at  the  head  of  Thames  river,  fourteen  miles 
porth  from  New-London.  It  is  a  commercial  city,  has  a  rich 
and  extenfive  back  country,  and  avails  itlclf  of  its  natural 
advantages  at  the  head  of  the  navigation.  Its  fituation  upon  a 
j-iver,  which  affords  a  great  number  of  convenient  Icats  for  mills 
and  water-machines  of  all  kinds,  renders  it  very  eligible  in  a 
manufafturing  view. 

The  inhabitants  are  ,not  negleftful  of  the  advantages  which 
nature  has  fo  liberally  given  them.  They  manufaclurc  paper  of 
all  kinds,  ftockings,  clocks,  and  watches,  chnifcs,  buttons, 
ftone  and  earthen  ware,  wire,  oil,  chocolote,  bells,  anchors, 
and  all  kinds  of  forge  work.  The  city  Contains  about  for  hun- 
dreu  and  fifty  dwclling-houfes,  a  couit  houlc,  and  two  churches 
for  Congrcgationalifts,  and  one  for  piicopalians,  and  about 
three  thoufand  inhabitants.  I'he  city  is  in  three  detach<;d,  com- 
pa£l  divifions ;  viz,  Chelfea,  at  the  landing,  the  town,  and  Rcan 
Hill ;  in  the  latter  divifion  is  an  academy  ;  and  in  the  town  is  a 
fch&ol,  fuppoited  by  a  donation  from  Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop,  de- 
ceafed.  The  courts  of  law  are  held  altenialcly  at  New-London 
and  Norwich. 


m 


MIDDLETON. 


Middleton  is  plcafantly  fituated  on  the  wcilcrn  bank  of  Con-   -' 
ncfticut  river,  fifteen  miles  fouth  of  Hartford.      It  is  the  pi  inci- 
pal  town  in  Middlel'cx  county — has  about  three  hundred  houfes 
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— v^a  cnurt-boure-f^one  church  for  Congregationalids-— and 
foe  Epircopaliani-F>a  naval  o£ce<-<-and  carrier  on  »  Uv^'^  attti 
increafing  trade. 
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Four  mile*  Touth  of  Hartford  tfs  Wethersfield,  a  very  pleafant 
town  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  houles,  fuuatcd  on  a 
fine  foil,  with  an  elogant  brick  chj|[|Ui  for  Congregationali(ls» 
A  fair  is  held  here  twice  a  year,  tnn  town  is  noted  for  raifing 
onions^ 

Windfor,  Farmington,  Litchfield,  Milford,  Stratford,  Falr# 
field,  Guilford,  Stamford,  Wyndham,  3ufficld,  and  Enfield^ 
are  all  confiderable  and  very  pleafant  towns. 

Two  miles  weft  of  New-Haven  is  a  mountain,  on  the  top  of 
which  is  a  cave,  remarkable  for  having  been  the  rcfidence  of 
Generals  Whalcy  and  Goffee,  two  of  the  judges  of  Charles  I, 
who  was  beheaded,  Th«y  arrived  at  Boflon,  July  1660,  and 
came  to  New-Haven  the  following  year,  and  retired,  and  con» 
ccaled  thcmlclves  behind  Weft  Mountain,  three  miles  from 
New-Haven.  They  foon  after  removed  to  Milford,  where  they 
lived  concealed  until  06lober,  16C4,  when  they  returned  to 
New-Haven,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Hadley,  where  they 
remained  concealed  for  about  ten  years,  in  which  time  Whaley 
died,  and  Goffee  foon  after  fled.  In  X665,  John  Dixwell, 
Efq.  another  of  the  King's  judges,  vlftted  them  while  at  Hadley, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  New-Haven,  where  he  lived  many 
years,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  John  Davis.  Here  ho 
died,  and  was  buried  in  the  public  burying-place,  where  his 
gravc-ftonc  is  ftanding  to  this  day,  with  this  infcription  :^^ 
*' J.  D.  Efq.  deceafed,  March  iSth,  in  the  eighty-fecopd  year 
of  his  age,    i688." 

In  the  town  of  Pomfret  is  a  cave,  rendered  remarkable  by  the 
humourous  adventure  of  General  Putnam.-— This  cave  is  def- 
cribcd,  and  the  ftory  elegantly  told  by  Colonel  Humphreys,  in 
his  life  of  that  hero.  The  ftory  and  the  defcription  I  fliall  in* 
icit  in  his  own  words. 

"Soon  after  Mr.  Putnam  removed  to  Conneflicut,  the  Wolves, 
then  very  numerous,  broke  into  his  fheep-fold,  and  killed  fe» 
venty  ^ne  fheep  and  goats,  bcfides  wounding  many  lambs  and 
kids.  This  havoc  was  committed  by  a  fhe-wolf,  which,  with 
her  annual  whelps,  had  for  I'everal  years  infefted  the  vicinity. 
The  young  were  commonly  deftroyed  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
hunters,  but  the  pld  one  was  too  ibgacious  to  come  within  reach 
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of  giin>fliot ',  upon  being  clofely  purfued,  (he  vrould  generally 
fly  K>  the  wefltcrn  woods,  and  return  the  next  winter  with 
another  litter  of  whelps. 

This  wolf  ot  length  became  fuch  an  intolerable  nuifance,  that 
Mr.  Putnam  entered  into  t  combination  with  five  of  his  neigh* 
hours  to  hunt  alternately  until  they  could  deftroy  her.     Two, 
by  rotation,  were  to  be  conftantly  in  purfuit.     It   was  known, 
that,  having  loft  the  toes  inm  one  foot  by  a  {leel  trap,  (he  made 
one  track  (hortcr  than  the^jRier.     By  this  veftige,  the  purfueM 
recognized  in  a  light  fnow  the  route  of  this  pernicious  animal. 
Having  followed  her  to  CunneClicut  river,  and  found  ihe  had 
turned  back  in  a  direft  courfe  towards  Pomfret,  they  immediately 
returned,  and  by  ten  the    next  morning  the  blood-hounds  had 
driven  her  into  a  den,  about  three  miles  diftant  from  the  houfe 
of  Mr.   Putnam:  the  people  foon  collefled   with  dogs,  guns, 
draw,  fire  and  I'ulphur,  to  attack  the  common  enemy.     With 
this  apparatus  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts  were  made  to  force  her 
from  the  den.  The  hounds  came  back  badly  wounded,  and  rcfufed 
to  return.     The  fmoke  of  blazing  ftraw  had  no  effeft  *,  nor  did 
the  fumes  of  burnt  brimdoae,  with  which  the  cavern  was  filled, 
compel  her  to  quit  the  retirement.     Wearied  with  fuch  fruitleffl 
attempts  (which  had  brought   the  time  to  ten  o'clock  at  night) 
Mr.  Putnam  tried  once  more  to  make  his  dog  enter,  but   in 
vain ;  he  propofed  to  his  negro  man  to  go  do  wn  into  the  cavern 
and  (hoot  the  wolf:  the  negro  declined  the  hazardous  fervice. 
Then  it  was  that  Mr.  Putnam,  angry  at  the  difappointment,  and 
declaring  that   he  was  afhamed  to  have  a  coward  in  his  family, 
relulved  himfelf  to  deflroy   the  ferocious  beaft,  left  fhe  fliould 
cfcape  through  fome  unknown   fillure  of  the  rock.     His  neigh- 
hours  ftrungly  remonftratcd  againft  the  perilous  enterprise;  but 
he  knowing  that  wild  animals   were  intimidated  by   fire,  and 
having  provided  feveral  ftrips  of  birch  baik,  the  only  combufti- 
ble  material  which  he  could  obtain,  that  would  afford  light  in 
this  deep  and  darkfome  cave,  prepared  for  his  defcent.     Having 
accordingly  divefted    himlelf  of   his    coat   and    waiflcoat,    and 
having  a  long  rope  faftened  round  his  legs,  by  which  he  might 
be  pulled  back  at  a   concerted  fignal,  he  entered  head  forcmof):, 
with  the  blazing  torch  in  his  hand. 

The  aperture  of  the  den,  on  the  caft  fide  of  a  very  high 
ledge  of  rocks,  is  about  two  feet  fquare  from  thence  it  dcfcends 
4>bliquely  fifteen  feet,  then  running  horizontally  about  ten  more, 
it  alcends  gradually  fixteen  feet  towards  its  termination.     The 
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ftJcs  of  this  fubterraneous  cavity  arc  compofcd  of  fmooth  at)d 
folif?  rocks,  whi^h  Iccm  to  have  been  divided  from  each  other 
by  fonte  former  earthquake.  The  top  afiU  bottom  are  alio  of 
iione,  and  the  cntnuicc,  in  winter,  being  covered  with  ice,  '\i 
exceedingly  flippcry.  It  is  ini  no  place  high  enough  forW  man 
io  rail'e  himfelf  upright ;  nor  in  any  part  more  thail  three  fcee 
in  widths 

Having  groped  his  paffage  to  (he  horizontal  part  of  the  den, 
the  mod  terrifying  darkncis  appearHlin  front  of  the  dim  circle 
of  ligitt  afforded  by  his  torch;  It  was  filent  as  the  houfc  of 
death.  None  but  monOcrs  of  the  defert  had  ever  before  explor- 
ed this  lulitary  manfion  of  horror.  lie,  caUtioufly  proceeding 
onward,  came  to  the  atcent,  vi^hich  he  flowly  mounted  on  hij 
hands  and  knees  until  hedlfcovercd  (he  glaring  eye  balls  of  the  wolf 
who  was  fitting  at  the  extremity  of  the  cavern.  Startled  at  the 
fight  of  fircj  fhe  gnafhed  her  teeth,  and  gave  a  fullen  growl. 
As  foon  as  he  had  made  the  necelTary  difcovery,  he  kicked  the 
rope  as  a  (ignal  for  pulling  him  out;  The  people^  at  the  mouth 
of  the  den,  who  had  liftencd  with  painful  anxiety,  hearing  the 
growling  of  the  wolf,  and  fuppoftng  their  friend  to  be  in  i\^ 
moll  imminent  danger,  drew  him  forth  with  luch  celerity,  that 
his  (hirt  Was  dripped  over  his  head,-  and  his  fkin  Icvcrely  lace- 
rated. After  he  had  adjuded  his  clothes,  ana  loaded  his  gun 
with  nine  buck  fliot^  holding  a  torch  in  one  hand,  and  the  muf- 
kel  in  the  other,  he  defccndcd  a  fccond  time.  When  he  drew 
nearer  than  before,  the  wolf,  aii'uming  a  dill  more  fierce  and 
terrible  appearance,  howling,  rolling  her  eyes,  fnapping  her 
teethj  and  dropping  her  head  between  her  legs,  was  evidently 
in  the  attitude,  and  on  the  point  of  fpringing  at  him.  At  the 
critical  indant  he  levelled  and  fired  at  her  head.  Stunned  with 
the  (hock,  and  luffocated  with  the  fmoke,  he  immediately  found 
himfelf  drawn  out  of  the  cave.  But  having  rcfrcfljcd  hinilclf, 
and  permitted  the  fmoak  to  didipate,  he  went  down  the  third 
time.  Once  more  he  came  within  fight  of  the  wolf,  wlio  ap- 
pearing very  padive,  he  applied  the  torch  to  her  noCe;  and 
perceiving  her  dead,  he  took  hold  of  hCr  carSj  and  then  kicking 
the  rope  (dill  tied  round  his  legs)  the  people  above,  with  no 
fmall  exultation,  dragged  them  both  out  together." 

Another  bold  and  almod  prcfumptuous  dectl  in  this  veteran 
licio  has  rendered  remarkable  a  precipice  at  Horfencck,  in  this 
State.  The  dory  is  this;  "About  the  middle  of  the  winter, 
1 7 -J 8,  General  Putnam  being  on  a  vifit  to  his  out-pod  at  llorle- 
ncck,  he  found  Go\'crnor  Tryon  advancing  upon  that  town  with 
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jt  corps  of  fifteen  hundred  men — -to  oppolc  thcfc,  General  Put- 
nam had  only  a  picket  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
two  iron  ficld-picccSj  witliout  horl'c  or  drag-ropes ;  he  how* 
tvcr,  planted  his  cannon  on  the  high  ground  by  the  inccting- 
houfe,  and  retarded  their  approach  by  firing  fcvcral  times,  un- 
til perceiving  the  horfe,  I'upportcd  by  the  infantry,  about  to 
chargC)  he  ordered  tlie  picket  to  pr<»vide  for  thcit*  fafety  by 
rctiiing  to  a  Iwiitnp  inacceniblc  to  horle  ;  and  fccurcd  his  owr* 
i)y  plunging  down  ihc  ftccp  precipice  nt  the  church  upon  a 
full  trot.  This  piccipictf  ifi  fo  deep,  where  he  delccndcd,  as  to 
have  artificial  (laiis  cornpolcd  of  nearly  one  hundred  (lonC  fleps 
for  the  accommodation  of  foot  palFcngcis.  There  the  ilr.igoons, 
who  were  but  a  fword's  length  ffotrt  hjm^  ft.oppcd  fliort,  foii' 
the  declivity  was  lo  abrupt  that  they  ventured  not  to  follow  j 
and  hefore  they  could  gain  the  valley  by  going  around  the  brow 
of  the  hill  in  the  ordinary  road,  he  vVas  far  enougli  beyond 
their  reach." 

Tctoket  mountain  in  Branford,  lalitudc  41®  20',  on  the  north- 
Wcfl  part  of  itj  a  few  feet  below  the  iurfacc  has  ice  in  iargft 
quantities  iti  all  Icul'unii  of  the  yeari 


POPULATION. 


Conncfticiit  iS  the  tnoft  poipulous,  in  proportion  td  its  extent, 
t)f  any  of  the  United  States  :  its  advances  in  this  refpefcl  liavc 
ever  been  rapid.  There  have  been  more  emigrations  from  it 
th;in  from  any  of  the  other  States,  and  yet  it  is  at  piefcnt  full 
of  inhabitants.  This  increafc  may  be  alcribcd  to  leveral  cauleSi 
The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are:  ii»duflriouSj  fagaciouS  hulband- 
men.  Their  farms  fuinifli  them  with  all  the  necclfaries,  moft  of 
the  conVeniencics,  and  but  few  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  They 
of  courfc  muft  be  generally  temperate,  and  if  they  choofe,  can 
lubfifl;  with  as  much  independence  as  is  ronliftcnt  with  happi- 
ncis.  The  lubfidance  of  the  farmer  is  fubllantial^  and  ciocs  not 
depend  on  incidental  c  ire  urn  (lances,  like  that  of  mod  other 
ptofcflions.  There  is  no  neceflity  of  ferviiig  an  apprentieefliip 
to  the  bufmefs,  nor  of  a  large  flock  of  money  to  commence  it  to 
advantage.  Farmers  who  deal  much  in  barter  have  lels  need 
of  money  than  any  other  clals  of  people.  TliC  calc  with  which 
a  confortable  fubiidcnco  is  obtained,  induces  the  hulbandman  to 
many  young;  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  makes  him  Ilroug 
and  healthful  ;  he  tolls  cheerfully  through  the  d,iy — eats  the 
fruif  of  his  own  labour  willia  gladiomc  hcart—^at  ni^ht  devoutly 
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thanks  his  bounteous  God  for  his  daily  blc flings— retires  to  ref^, 
and  his  deep  is  Tweet.  Such  circumdances  as  thefe  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  amazing  increafe  of  inhabitants  in  this  State. 

In  1756  the  number  of  inhabitants  were  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand  fix  hulndred  and  eleven — In  1774  there  \vcre  one 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-fix  ; 
being  an  increafe  in  eighteen  years  of  fixty-feven  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty-five. 

The  following  tabl?  exhibits  a  view  of  the  population  as  it 
ftood  in   1782. 
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Since  the  above  period  the  counties  of  Middlefex  and  Tol- 
land have  been  conftituted,  and  a  number  of  new  townftiips, 
made  up  of  divifions  of  the  old  ones,  have  impoliticly*  been 
incorporated. 

In  1:790  the  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  cenfus 
then  taken,  was  as  follows  : 


*  The  multrplication  of  towmliips  increafcs  the  number  of  rcprpfcntntivc*. 
■which  is  already  too  great  for  the  moft  democratical  government,  and  unncccfTu" 
lily  enhances  the  cxpcnfc  of  maintaining  civil  government  in  the  State 
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Suppofing  the  account  of  1782  to  have  been  tukencorreft,  tho- 
increafefor  eight  years,  ending  in  1790,  will  be  twenty-eight 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix ;  on  the  moft  moderate 
calculation  we  may,  therefore,  rate  the  prefent  number  of  inha- 
bitants in  Connefticut  at  two  hundred  and  fcvcnty-thiee  thou- 
fand, or  about  fifty-eight  pcrfons  to  every  fquarc  mile. 

RELIGION  AND  CHAR/VCTER. 

The  religion  of  this  State  is  happily  ad:ipte  A  to  a  republican 
government ;  for  as  to  the  mode  of  exercif'iig  chi  r  u  government 
and  difcipline,  it  might  not  improperly  be  »:al  cJ  a  republican 
religion.  Each  church  has  a  feparatc  jurii.l'*"l:ion,  and  claims 
authority  to  choofe  their  own  minifler,  to  r-.errire  judgi^iTt.  and 
to  enjoy  gofpel  ordinances  within  iti'elf,  'i  he  chur.hes,  how- 
ever, though  independent  of  each  other,  arc  ailociatcd  for  muturl 
benefit  and  convenience.  The  alfociations  have  power  to  liccnfe 
candidates  for  the  miniftry,  to  conlult  for  the  general  welfare 
and  to  recommend  meafures  to  be  adopted  by  the  churches,  but  have 
no  authority  to  enforce  them.  When  difputcs  aiii'e  in  churches, 
ccuniels  are  called  by  the  parties  to  fettle  them  ;  but  their  power 
is  only  advilory.  There  are  eleven  adociations  in  th*"  State, 
and  they  meet  twice  in  a  year.  Thefc  are  all  combined  i:.  one 
general  aU'ocialion,  who  meet  annually. 
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All  men  in  this  State  arc  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  re- 
fpcft  ^o  religion  ;  rlifquniifications  for  oificcs  in  tlie  Stnte  on  ac- 
count of  rolifjious  opinions  arc  unknown.  Every  icEt  wliofe 
principles  do  not  militate. againll  the  peace  of  focioty,  enjoy  liero 
the  full  liberty  of  confcicnce  ;  and  a  Ipirit  of  liberality  and  catlio- 
licifin  is  iiicreafing.  TIumc  arc,  however,  vciy  few  religious 
fofts  in  this  Slate,  The  bujlj  of  the  people  are  Congrcgationa. 
JiUs,  the  reft  are  Kpilcopitlians  aqd  Jiaptifli.  Formerly  tlierc 
•was  a  focicty  of  SJnndimonians  at  ^Icw-llaven  j  bift  they  are  riow 
reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number. 

'JThe  clergy,  who  are  numerous,  and,  as  a  body,  very  rcfprft.:i. 
oblc,  have  hitherto  prcleryod  a  kirjd  of  ariflociatipal  h.t}.mcc  in 
the  very  dcmqcratical  govcrnmt-nt  cf  this  State,  which  has  ope- 
rated  in  fomc  jnftanfes  as  a  chcclj.  upon  the,  perhaps,  overheaving 
Jpirit  of  rcpublicanilm,  The  unhappy  religious  dilputes  which 
have  too  mpch  prevailed  among  lome  of  them,  and  an  inatten- 
tion to  the  qualifications  of  thole  >^'ho  iiave  been  admitted  to  the 
lacrcd  oflice,  have,  however,  heretofore  cotifiderably  diminiflied 
their  iniluenfe.  li  is  a  pleaiing  cirpumflance  that  the  rage  for 
theological  difputation  is  abating,  and  greater  ftriftncl's  is  obler- 
vcd  in  the  adirvifiion  of  candidates  to  the  miniRry,  Their  in- 
fluence is  on  the  increifc,  and  it  is,  in  part,  to  their  exertions 
that  an  evident  reformaiion  in  the  manners  of  the  people  of  ihis 
State  has  taUen  place  fuice  tlie  peace. 

At  the  anniverlarv  clcttion  of  the  governor  and  other  public 
ofTicers,  wliich  is  licld  yearly  at  Hartford  on  tlie  lecond  Thuvf- 
day  in  Mav,  a  fcimon  is  prc;iclK'd,  vvliii:h  is  puhlilhed  at  the  ex- 
pci)le  pf  the  Slate,*     On  tl'cle  occaiion^  a  vail  coticourle  of  rel- 


*  It  wouUl  anfwrr  many  valuable  pnrpnfcs  iriln-  gi-ntlcniPii  wlio  arc  annually 
appointrd  to  preach  ihcfc  clt;di<iii  (irmons,  would  luriulli  n  ikctcli  of  the  liiftory 
of  the  Statr  for  tlie  lurrcnt  v'';ir,  to  he  puliliflirrl  at  tlic  clofc  oi  thfir  fcrinous. 
Such  a  fkplrli,  which  iniirlit  f.ifily  hf  made,  would  render  eletlion  lei  rnons  much 
more  vahialilr.  Tliey  wo'dd  then  i>e  a  very  authentic  rcpofitf>ry  of  farts  fur  future 
hillorians  of  the  State— -thev  would  be  more  f,eMer.illy  and  more  eagerly  purcha- 
fed  and  read — ihry  would  lervr  to  diffeminate  the  important  knowledge  oi  ttin 
internal  atlairs  of  fhe  State,  which  every  citi/rn  oujjht  to  lir  B<'<iuainted  with, 
and  might, if  judicioufly  executed,  operate  as  a  check  itpou  nafty  ipirit,  and  upon 
ambitious  and  defignini^  men. 

The  Rfv.  Mr.  lienjaniin  Trumltiill,  of  Xorth-TIaven.  h:'«for  frveral  vears,  with 
indefatigable  indullry,  been  niaiv.M"g  e.olleclions  for  a  liiHo' ,'  <if  Conm-clicnt.  Jlis 
abilitirj  35  a  writer,  and  liis  accnr  icy  as  an  hiftorian,  the  public  already  know. 
It  is  hoped  the  public  will  (liortly  be  favoured  with  lii.s  liilb)ry.  Through  Iiis 
^nduli;"nce  in  permiitiii';  felertmn.s  to  be  made  from  his  manufcripts,  wc  arc 
tpitble4  to  publilh  mauv  of  t'nc  iiids  u\  the  h.iltory  of  this  Stare. 
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pcftable  citizens,  particularly  of  the  f^lergy,  arc  collc£led  from 
every  part  of  the  State:  and  while  ihry  arid  dignity  and  lolcmnity 
to  the  important  and  jovful  tranlj6lion8  of  the  diy,  forvc  to  ex- 
terminate party  Ipirit,  and  to  lurnjonizc  the  civil  and  religious 
interefts  of  the  State. 

'i'he  inhabitants  are  almoft  entirely  of  Rnglifh  dcfcenf.  There 
arc  no  Dutch,  French,  or  Germans,  and  very  few  Scotch  or  Iridi 
in  any  part  of  the  State. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  faid   it  mav  be  obforvcd, 
that  the  people  of  Connefticut  arc  remarkably  ft)nd  of  having  all 
their   dilpiJtcs,    even    thofe   of  the'   mofl    trivial  Kind,    fottlcd 
according  to  law. — The  prevalence  of  this  litigious  fpirit  nfTords 
<.'iiiployment  and  fuppoct  for  a  numerous  body  of  Inwycis.     The 
number  of  aclions  entered  annually  upon   the  fcvcral  dotk^ta  in 
the  State  juftlfics  the    above   oblci v.tions.      That    party   fpirit, 
however,   which    is  the    bane    of   politicid    h.ippincfs,  has  not 
raged  with   fuch  violence  in  this  State  as  in    MuiriichiiJ'ctts  and 
Rhodc-Illand.      Public  proceedings   liave   lietn  condu6lcd  gcnc- 
lally,  and  efpecially  of  late,  wit!i   much   cahnncis  and   candour. 
The  inhabitants  are  well  infcnmed  in  rcg;u-d  to  their  rights,  and 
judicious  in  the  methods  they  adopt  to  (ccur'^  them.     '?','•  Slate 
enjoys  a  great  Ihare  of  political  tnuiquility  ;  the    people   live  unr 
dcr  a   free  government,  and   have   no  fe;ir   of  a  dignified  tyrant. 
There  are   no  overgrown  eftatcs  witli   rich  and  ambitious  land- 
lords, to  have   an  undue  and  pernicious  influence  in  the  tl(-61ion 
of  civil  olHccis.     Property  is  equally  enough  divided,  at, d  mud: 
continue  to    be   fo  ;i.s  long  as  tlic  eflaies  dclccnd  as  they  now  do. 
No  perlon   qualified  by  law  is  proliilntcd  from  ^■llting.     He    wlio 
lias  the  mofl  merit,  not  he  who  has  tlit-  molt  inoncv,   is  generally 
cholen  into   public   oiiicc.     As  inn^tiLes  of  this,  it   is  to  be  ob- 
fervod,  that  many  of  thr  citizens  of  Cmmcfticut,  from  the  hum^ 
ble  walks  <::'  life,   have  ariTtn  to  tlic  firfl'  office's  in  the  State,  and 
i'lllcd  them   with  (hgnity  and   reputation.     Tluit  bafe  linfiucfs  of 
cle(tioneering,  which  is  the  curfe  of  r,nghind,  .nuldireftly  calcur 
lilted    to    introduce   the    molt    \vickcd   and   deilgning   men    into 
ofHte,  is  vet   but   little    known    in    Crimefticut,     A   man   who 
willies  to   be  clioiVn  into  ofiscc,  afts  wilelv,  for  that  end,  when 
he  keeps  liis  dei'ires  to  himiclf. 

A  third  for  le.nnin!;  prevails  among  ill  ranl.s  of  people  in  the 
State.  More  of  tlic  young  raen  in  Conneelicut,  in  proportion  to 
tlieir  number?,  loceive  a  public  education,  than  in  any  of  thtt 
§taic§  ol  the  Union  behdc. 
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Some  have  believed,  and  perhaps  with  reafon,  that  the  fund« 
nefs  for  academic  and  collegiate  education  is  too  great— that  it 
induces  too  many  to  leave  the  plough.  If  men  of  liberal  educa* 
tion  would  return  to  the  farm,  and  ufe  their  knowledge  in  im< 
proving  agriculture  and  encouraging  mann failures,  there  could 
not  be  too  many  men  of  learning  in  the  State;  but  this  is  too 
fcldom  the  cafe. 

Conncflicut  had  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  citizens  who  did 
not  join  in  oppofing  the  oppreflive  meafurcs  of  Great-Britain, 
and  was  aftive  and  influential,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabi- 
net, in  bringing  about  the  revolution.  Her  foldiers  were  ap. 
plauded  by  the  commander  in  chief  for  their  bravery  and 
^delity. 

What  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  Connefticut,  though  true 
when  generally  applied,  needs  to  be  qualified  with  fome  excep. 
tions.  Dr.  Douglas  fpokc  the  truth  when  he  faid,  that  "fome 
of  the  meaner  fort  are  villains."  Too  many  are  idle  and  difTipat. 
ed,  and  much  time  is  unprofitably  and  wickedly  fpent  at  taVerns, 
in  law  fuits  and  petty  arbitrat'oas.  The  public  fc'iools,  in  feme 
parts  of  the  State,  have  been  too  much  neglcfted,  and  in  pro- 
turing  inflruftors,  too  little  attention  h?is  been  paid  to  their  mo. 
ral  and  literary  qualifications. 


,  trade;  and  manufactures. 

The  trade  of  Connefticut  is  principally  with  the  Weft-Indin 
iflands,  and  is  carried  on  in  vcflels  of  from  fixty  to  an  hundred 
and  forty  tons  burden.  The  exports  confift  of  horfes,  mules, 
oxen,  oak  flaves,  hoops,  pine  boards,  oak  plank,  beans,  Indian 
corn,  fifh,  beef,  pork,  &c,  Horfes,  live  cattle  and  lumber,  are 
permitted  in  the  Dutch,  Danifh,  and  French  ports. 

Ccnnefticut  has  a  large  number  of  coa fling  velfcls  employed 
in  carrying  her  produce  to  other  States^  To  Rhode-Ifland, 
Maffachurctts,  and  New-Hampfliirc,  they  carry  pork,  wheat, 
corn  and  rye  ;  to  t 'ortl:^  and  South  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  but- 
ter, cheefe,  faltcd  oeef,  cyder,  pp  les,  potatoes,  hay,  &c.  and 
receive  in  return  ^  iCe,  indigo  and  money.  But  as  New- York  is 
nearer,  and  the  flate  of  the  markets  always  well  known,  much  of 
the  produce  of  Cornefticut,  efpecfully  of  the  wellern  parts, 
is  carried  there,  particularly  pot  and  pearl  afli,  flax  feed,  beef, 
pork,  chj-cfc  and  butter,  in  large  quantities.  Moft  of  the  pro- 
duce of  Couiiefticut  river,  from  the  ports  of  Maflachulctts, 
J>Iew-Hampfhiic.     and    Vcnnont,    as    well   as    of   Connc6licut^ 
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which  are  adjacent,  goes  to  the  fame  market.  Confiderablc 
quantities  of  the  produce  of  the  eaflern  parts  of  the  State  are 
marketed  at  Bofton  and  Prpvidence. 

The  value  of  the  whole  exported  produce  and  comnnodities 
from  this  State,  before  the  year  1774,  was  then  eftimated  «t 
about  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  lawful  mency  annually.  In 
the  year  ending  September  30th,  1791,  the  amount  of  foreign 
exports  from  this  State  was  leven  hundreed  and  ten  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  befides  articles  carried  to  diiferent 
parts  of  the  United  States  to  a  great  amount.  This  State  at  pre- 
Icnt  owns  and  employs  in  the  foreign  and  coalling  trade  more 
than  thirty-five  thoufand  tons  of  (hipping. 

The  farmers  in  Cortncfticut  and  their  familes  are  moftly 
clotlied  in  plain,  decent,  homefpun  cloth.  The  linens  and  wool- 
lens are  manufa£lured  in  the  family  way,  and  although  they 
are  generally  of  a  coarfiqr  kind,  they  are  of  a  ftrongcr  texture, 
and  much  more  durable  than  thofe  imported  from  France 
and  Great-Britain.  Many  of  their  cloths  are  fine  and  hand- 
fome. 

A  woollen  manufaftory  has  been  eftablilhed  at  Hartford. 
The  legiflature  of  the  State  have  encouraged  it,  and  it  bids  fair 
to  grow  into  importance. 

In  New-Haven  are  linen  and  button  manufaftories,  which 
flourilh.  In  Hartford  a-re  glafs  works,  a  fnuff  and  powder  mill, 
iron  works,  and  a  flitting  mi!!.  Iron  works  are  eftablifhed  alfo 
at  Salifbury,  Norwich,  and  other  parts  of  the  State.  At  Staf- 
ford is  a  furnace,  at  which  are  made  large  quantities  of  hollow 
ware  and  other  ironmongery,  fufficicnt  to  fupply  the  whole 
State.  Paper  is  manufaftured  at  Norwich,  Hartford,  New-Ha- 
ven, and  in  Litchfield  county.  Nails  of  every  fiae  are  made  in 
almoft  every  town  and  village  in  Connefticut,  fo  that  confidera- 
blc quantities  can  be  exported  to  the  neighbouring  States, 
and  at  a  better  rate  than  they  can  be  had  from  Europe, 
Ironmongery,  hits,  candles,  leather,  fhoes  and  boots,  are  manu- 
faftured  in  this  State.  Oil  mills,  of  a  new  and  very  ingenious 
conftruftion,  have  been  ercftcd  in  levcral  parts  of  the  State. 
A  duck  manufaftory  h;is  alio  been  eftablifhed  at  Stratford,  and, 
it  is  faid,  is  doing  well. 

LEARNING  AND  LITTERATURE. 


In  no  part  of  the  world  is  the  education  of  all  ranks  of  people 
3nare  attended   to   than    in  Count  fticut;  almoll  every  town  in 
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the  State  is  JiviilccI  into  diftrifts,  and  each  difliift  has  a  \>\x\i~ 
lie  fchool  kept  in  it  a  greater  or  Icls  part  of  every  year.  Some- 
what more  than  oric-thir<l  of  the  iimnics  arifiiig  from  a  tax  on 
the  polls  and  rutciihlc  cflale  of  the  inhitbitantii  is  appropriated 
to  the  fupport  of  fthools  in  the  feveral  townsj"  for  the  educa- 
tion of  children  and  youth.  The  law  dircfts,  that  a  gr;in.- 
mar-lthot)!  ftiall  bo  kept  in  every  county  town  throughout  the 
State. 

There  is  a  gramma.-  fchool  at  Hartford,  and  another  at  New- 
Haven,  fupportfd  by  a  donation  of  Governor  Hopkins.  This 
Venerable  and  benevolent  man^  in  his  lad  will,  dated  i^^i,  left 
in  the  hands  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  Elq.  and  three  others,  a 
legacy  of  one  thouCand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds, 
"as  an  encouragement,  in  thefe  foreign  plantations,  of  brecdit  * 
up  hopefvd  youtlis  both  at  the  gramtnar-lchool  and  college."  In 
1664  this  legacy  was  equally  divided  between  New-Haven  and 
Hartford,  and  grannnar-lchools  were  eretled,  which  have  bee« 
lupportcd  ever  lincc. 

Academics  have  been  cflabliflicd  at  Greenfield,  Plainficid, 
Norwich,  Wyndluin  and  roinlYet,  foitic  of  which  are  £Lu- 
fi  filing. 

Yale  College  was  founded  in  lyoo,.  and  remained  at  Killing- 
witrth  until  1707;  then  at  Saybrook  until  1716,  when  it  was 
removed  and  rixed  at  New-Haven.  Among  its  principal  bcnc- 
fadors  wjS  Governor  Yale,  in  honour  of  whom,  in  1718,  it 
.was  named  Yale  College.  Its  hi  ft  building  was  erefted  in  1717, 
being  one  hundred  and  fevcnty  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-two 
in  breath,  built  of  wood.  This  was  taken  down  in  1782. 
The  prcl'cnt  college,  which  is  of  brick,  was  built  in  1750,  un- 
der the  dire6lion  of  the  Rev.  Prehdent  Clap,  and  is-  one  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  three  ftories  high,  and 
tontains  thirty-two  chambers,  and  ftxty-four  ftudies,  convenient 
for  the  reception  of  one  hundred  ftudents.  The  college  chapel, 
which  is  alio  of  l.rick,  was  built  \n  1761,  being  fifty  feet  by 
forty,  with  a  fteeple  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  high, 
in  this  building  is  the  public  library,  conlifting  of  about 
two  ilioufand  live  hundred  volumes-,  and  the  philolophical  ap- 
paratus, which,  by  a  late  Ivuidloiuc  addition,  is  now  as  complete 
as  moil  olhci.s  in  the  United  States,  atul  contains  the  machines 
»iecellary  for  exhibiting  experiments  in  the  whole  courle  of  ex- 
perimental phiioiophy  ami  allnuKuny, 

The  college  nuileum,    to   which  additions  are  conftintly  mak- 
in;^,  contains  many  natural  curiofiiies. 
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'This  literary  inflitution  was  incorporated  by  the  General 
AiTembly  of  Conncfticut.  The  firft  charter  of  incorporatiort 
ivus  granted  to  eleven  miniflers,  under  the  denomination  of  trul- 
tccs,  in  fjoi.  The  powers  of  the  truflecs  were  enlarged  by 
the  additional  charter,  1723.  And  by  that  of  1745,  the  trufteea 
were  incorporated  by  the  name  of  **  The  prcfident  and  fellows 
of  Yale  College,  New-HaVen."  By  an  aft  of  the  vicneral  Allem- 
biy  "  for  enlarging  the  powers  and  increafing  the  funds  of- 
Yale  College,"  pafled  in  May,  1792,  and  accepted  by  the  corpo- 
ration, the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  und  the  hx  ienior  al- 
fiftants  in  the  Council  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  are  ever 
hereafter,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  to  be  truftccs  and  fellows 
of  the  college,  in  addition  to  the  former  corporation.  Thvs 
corporation  are  empowered  to  hold  cdates,  continue  their  fuc- 
ceflion,  make  academic  laws,  elcft  and  conftitute  all  officers  or 
inflruftion  and  government  ufual  in  univerfities,  ana  ^onfer  all 
learned  degrees*  The  immediate  executive  govcrnme»it  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  prefident  and  tutors.  The  prefent  officers  and 
inftruftors  of  the  college  are,  a  prcfident,  who  is  alio  profelfor  of 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  a  profeffor  of  divinity^  and  three  tutors. 
The  number  of  ftudentSj  on  ah  average,  is  about  130,  divided 
into  four  claffes;  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  as  many  as  five- 
fixths  of  thofe  who  have  received  their  education  at  this  univer- 
lity  were  natives  of  Connefticut. 

The  funds  of  this  college  received  a  very  liberal  addition  by 
a  grant  of  the  General  Affembly,  in  the  aft  of  1792  before  men- 
tioned ;  which  will  enable  the  corporation  to  ereft  a  new  build& 
ing  for  the  accomrnodation  of  the  fludents,  to  lupport  leveral  new 
profeflbrfhips,  and  to  make  a  handibme  addition  to  the  library. 

The  courfc  of  education  in  this  univerfity  comprehends  the 
whole  circle  of  literature.  The  three  learned  languages  are 
taught,  together  with  fo  much  of  the  fcienccs  us  can  be  com- 
municated in  four  years^ 

In  May  and  September,-  annually,  the  feveral  claffes  arc  cri- 
tically examined  in  all  their  claflical  ftudies.  As  incentives  to 
improvement  in  compofuion  and  oratory,  quarterly  exerciles  are 
appointed  by  the  prefident  and  tutors,  to  be  exhibited  by  the 
rclpcftive  claffes  in  rotation.  A  public  commencement  is  held 
annually  on  the  fecond  Wednelday  in  September,  which  calls 
together  a  more  numerous  and  brilliant  affembly  than  are  con- 
vened by  any  other  anniverfary  in  the  State. 

About  two-thoufand  two  hundred  have  received  the  honours 
of  this  univerlity,  of  whom  nearly  feven  hundred  and  frxty  hava 
been  ordained  to  fhe  work  of  the  gofpel  miaiftry. 
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INVENTIONS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 


Early  in  the  war  Mr.  David  Hufhnel,  of  Saybrook,  invented 
•  machine   for  /uh marine    navigation,   altogether   different  from 
any  thing  hithercto  deviled  by  the  art   of  man  ;    this  machine 
was   lo  conftruftcd  as  that  it    could   be   rowed  ho?  iiiontally,  at 
any  given  depth,  under  water,  and  could  be  raifcd  o'  jeprcired 
at   pleafure.     To  this  machine,  called   the  American  turtle,  was 
attached   a    magar.inr   of  powder,    which    was    intendcu    to  be 
fafteued  under  the  bottom  of  a  fliip,  with  a  driving  fcrew,  in 
fuch  a  wav  as  that   the  fame   (Irokc  which   difeng.^    d  it  from 
the  machine  (hould    put    the    internal  clock-work  in   motion; 
this  being  d(v  te,  the  ordinary  operation  of  a  gun  lock,  at   the 
di fiance  of  half  an  hour,  or  iny  determinate  time,  would  caufe 
the  powder  to  explode  and    leave    the   effefts  to  the   common 
laws  of  nature.     The  fimpliciiy,  yet  combination,  dilcovered  in 
the  mechanilr  1  of  this  wonderful  machine,  have  been  acknow- 
ledged by  thole  (killed  in  phyfics,  and  particularly  hydraulics, 
to  be   not  lefs  ingenious   than  novel.      Mr.  Bulhnel   invented 
fcveral  other  curious  machines  for  the  annoyance  of  the    Bri- 
lifh    fhipping,    but  from    accidents,    not  militating   againd  the 
philofophical  princi^'les,  on  which  their  fuccefs  depended,  they 
but  partially  fucceeded.     He  deftroyed  a  vcffel  in  the  charge  of 
Commodore  Sy  nmonc' ^.     One  of  his  kegs  alio  demoliftied  a  vef- 
fel  near  the   Long-Illiud   (hore.      About   Chriftmas,    1777,  he 
cotnmitted  to  u.e  Delaware  river  a  number  of  kegs,  dedined  t» 
fall  among  die  Britifh  fleet  at   Philadelphia  ;  but  this  fquadron 
of  kegs,  having  been  fcparatcd  and  retarded  by  the  ice,  demo- 
liHied  but  a  Tingle  boat.     This  cataflrophe,  however,  produced 
an  alarm,  unprecedented   in  its   nature  and  degree,  which  has 
been  fo  happily  delcrijjed  by  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinfon, 
in  a  fong  lliled  "  The  Battle  of  the  Kegs,"*  that  the  event  it 
celebrates  will  not  be  forgotten,  fo  long  as  mankind  fhall  con- 
tinue to  be  delighted  with  works  of  humour  and  tafte. 

Mr.  Hanks,  of  Litchfield,  has  invented  a  method  of  winding 
up  clocks  by  means  of  air  or  wind  only,  which  is  ingenious, 
and  praftifed  in  New-York  and  other  places. 

Mr.  Culver,  of  Norwich,  lias  conftrufted  a  dock  drudge, 
which  is  a  boat  for  clearing  docks  and  removing  bars  ir.  rivers 
—a  very  ingenious  and  ufeful  machine  ;  its  good  cffe£b  have 
already  been  experienced  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames^ 


*  See  Hopkinfon's  Worksi  lately  publilhed  in  Philadelphia. 
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the  channel  of  which  has  been  confiderably  deepened  ;  thii 
machine  will,  no  doubt,  be  produflive  of  very  great  advantage* 
to  navigation  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Jofeph  Badger,  while  a  member  of  Yale  College, 
in  1785,  con{lru£lrd  an  ingenious  planetarium,  (withoir  ever 
having  leen  one  of  the  kind)  which  is  depofited  in  the  library 
of  that  univerfity. 

Mr.  Chittendon,  of  New-Haven,  has  invented  a  ufefu!  ma- 
chine for  bending  and  cutting  card  teeth ;  this  machine  is  put 
in  motion  by  a  mandnl  twelve  inche-i  in  length,  and  one  inch 
in  diameter;  conne£icd  with  the  mandril  arc  fix  parts  of  the 
machine,  independent  of  each  other;  the  firft  introduces  a  cer- 
tain length  of  wire  into  the  chops  of  the  coroiie ;  the  fecond 
{huts  the  chops,  and  holds  fafl  the  wire  in  the  middle  until  it 
is  iinidied;  the  third  cuts  ofF  the  wire  »hc  fourth  doubles 
the  tooth  in  proper  torni ;  the  fifth  mako  '  lad  bend  ,  and 
the  fixth  delivers  the   hnifhed  tooth    fi'  machine.     The 

mandril  is  moved  by  a  band  wheel  five  feet  in  diameter,  turned 
by  a  trunk.  One  revolution  of  the  mandril  mjkcs  one  tooth  ; 
ten  are  made  in  a  fecond  ;  thirty-(ix  thoufand  In  an  hour.  With 
one  machine  like  this,  teeth  enough  might  be  made  to  fill  cards 
fufHcient  for  all  the  manufa£lurers  in  New-England. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 

The  revolution,  which  fo  effentially  afFefted  the  governments 
of  moft  of  the  colonies,  produced  no  very  perceptible  altera- 
tion in  the  government  of  Connefticut.  While  under  the  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  Great-Britain  they  ele£led  their  own  governors, 
and  all  fubordinate  civil  ofRcers,  and  made  their  own  laws,  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  with  as  little  controul,  as  they  now  do. 
Connefiicut  has  ever  been  a  republic,  and  perhaps  as  perfc£t 
and  as  happy  a  republic  as  has  ever  exifled;  while  other  States, 
more  monarchical  in  their  government  and  manners,  have  been 
tinder  a  ncceflity  of  undertaking  the  difficult  talk  of  altering 
their  old,  or  forming  new  conftitutions,  and  of  changing  their 
monarchical  for  republican  manners,  Connefticut  has  uninter- 
ruptedly proceeded  in  her  old  track,  both  as  to  government  and 
maimers  ;  and,  by  thefe  means,  has  avoided  thofc  convulfions 
which  have  rent  other  States  into  violent  parties. 

The  conflitution  of  Connetllcut  is  founded  on  the  charter 
which  was  granted  by  Charles  II.  in  1662,  and  on  a  law  of 
the    State,      Agreeably  to  this  charter,  the  fuprcme  legiflative 
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authority  of  the  Staje  i$  vefted  in  a  §{OVcmor,  lieutcnant-go- 
Vcrncr,  twelve  afli Hants  or  ipounfel|ors,  and  the  reprefcntativcj 
of  the  people,  ftilcd  the  General  Aifembly.  The  governor, 
lieutenant-governor  an4  afliflan^s,  are  anpually  choCen  \yy  the 
freemen  in  the  month  of  May,  The  reprcfen|ative  (theii^  num- 
ber not  to  exceed  two  from  each  town)  are  chofibn,  by  the 
freemen  twice  a  year,  to  attend  the  two  annual  fefltons,  on  the 
fecond  Thurfdays  in  May  apd  Qflober.  This  AfTembly  ha^ 
po%>rer  to  ere^  judicatories  for  the  trial  of  caufes,  pivil  and 
criminal,  and  to  ordain  apd  eJlablifh  laws  for  fettling  the  form; 
and  peremonies  of  government.  By  thele  laws  the  General 
Affembly  is  divided  into  two  branches,  called  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Houfes.  The  Upper  Houfe  is  pompored  of  the  gover- 
nor, lieutenant-governoj-  and  afliftants.  The  Lower  Houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  the  people.  No  law  <:an  pafs  without  the 
concurrence  of  both  lloufes.  The  Judges  of  the  fuperior 
court  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  General 
Affembly.  The  judges  of  the  county  courts,  and  juftices,  are 
annually  apppinted.  Sheriffs  are  9ppointed  by  the  governor 
and  coundl,^  without  limitation  of  time.  The  governor  is  capV 
tain-gener?.i  of  the  militia,  the  lieutenantrgpvernor  lieutenant- 
general.  All  other  military  officers  are  appointed  by  the  Af- 
fembly, and  commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

The  mode  of  ele£ling  the  governor,  li^-utenant-governor,  af- 
fiflants,  treafurer  and  fecretary,  is  as  follows  :  the  freemen  in 
the  feveral  towns  meet  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  firft  Tuefr 
day  in  Ap^il  annually,  and  give  in  their  votes  for  the  perfons 
$hey  chufe  for  the  faid  oflices  refpeftively,  with  their  pames 
ivritten  on  a  piece  of  paper,  which  arc  received  and  fealed 
up  by  a  condable  in  open  meeting,  the  votes  for  each  office 
by  thcmfelves,  with  the  pame  of  the  town  and  office  written 
pn  the  outfidc.  Thefe  votes,  thus  fea|ed,  are  fent  to  the 
General  Affembly  in  May,  and^there  counted  by  a  fommittee 
from  both  Houfes.  AH  freemep  are  eligible  ^o  any  office  in 
government.  In  chudng  affiflants,  twenty  perfons  arc  nomi- 
nated, by  the  vote  of  each  freeman,  at  the  freemen's  meeting 
for  chufmg  rcprefentatives  in  September  annually.  Thefje  vote^ 
are  fealed  up,  and  fent  to  the  General  Affembly  in  Oftober,  and 
are  there  counted  by  a  committee  of  both  Houfes,  and  the 
twenty  pcHons  who  have  the  moft  votes  ftand  in  ncujination  \ 
out  of  which  number  the  twelve  who  have  the  grcateft  ni^m- 
her  of  votes,  giver)  by  the  freemen  at  their  meeting  in  April,  are 
in  ^May  declared  affiflants  in    t^ie   manner   above   mentioned. 
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The  qualifications  of  freemen  are,  quiet  and  peaceable  behavi- 
our, a  civil  converfation,  and  freehold  ellate  to  the  value  of 
forty  (hillings  per  annum,  or  forty  pounds  porfonal  ellate  in  the 
lift,  certified  by  the  fele£^  men  of  the  town ;  it  is  neceflary,  alfo, 
that  they  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State.  Their  names  are 
inrolled  in>  the  town-clerk's  ofjice,  and  they  continue  freemen  for 
life,  unlefs  disfranchifed  by  fentence  of  the  i'uperior  court,  on 
convi£lion  of  miidemeanor. 

The  courts  are  as  fo  How  : — The  juflices  of  the  peace,  of 
whom  a  numhcr^  are  annually  appointed  in  each  town  by  the  Ge- 
neral AfTembly,  haye  authority  to  hear  and  determine  civil  acr 
tions,  where  the  demand  does  not  exceed  four  pounds.  If  the 
demand  exceeds  forty  (hillings  an  appeal  to  the  county  is  allow- 
ed. They  have  cognifance  of  fmali  offences,  and  may  punilh  by 
fine,  not  exceeding  forty  fhillings,  or  whipping,  not  exceed, 
ing  ten  (Iripes,  or  fitting  in  the  flicks.  There  are  eight  county 
jcourts  in  the  State,  held  in  the  feveral  counties  by  one  judgci 
and  four  juflices  of  the  quorum,,  who  have  jurifdi£lion  of  all 
criminal  cafes  arifing  within  their  refpefkive  counties,  where 
the  punifhment  does  not  extend  to  life,  limb,  or  banifhment. 
Thfcy  have  original  jurifdiQ:ion  of  all  civil  a£lions  which  exceed 
the  juriidiftion  of  a  juflice.  Either  party  may  appeal  to  the 
fuperior  court,  if  the  demand  exceeds  20I.  except  on  bonds  or 
notes  vouched  by  two  witnefTes. 

Tl^ere  are  feveral  courts  of  probate  in  each  county,  confiding 
of  one  judge.  The  peculiar  province  of  this  court  is,  the  pro- 
bate oJF  wills,  granting  adminiflration  on  inteflate  edates,  or- 
dering diftribution  of  them,  and  appointing  guardians  for 
minors,  &c.  An  appeal  lies  from  any  decree  of  this  court  to 
jhe  fuperior  courts 

The  fuperior  court  confifls  of  five  judges.  It  has  authority 
^n  all  criminal  cafes  extending  to  life,  limb,  or  banifhment) 
and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemcanors :  to  grant  divorces ; 
and  to  hear  and  determine  all  civil  aiElions  brought  by  appeal 
from  the  county  courts,  oi-  the  court  of  probate,  and  to  correft 
the  errors  of  all  inferior  coiirts.  This  is  a  circuit  court,  and 
has  tyifo  flatpd  feffions  in  cacji  county  annually.  The  fuperior 
and  tounty  courts  try  matters  of  fa£l  by  jury,  or  without,  if 
the  parties  will  agree. 

There  is  a  fupreme  court  of  errors,  confiding  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor and  the  twelve  afliftants ;  their  lole  bulinefs  is 
to  determine  writs  of  error  brought  on  judgments  of  the  fuperior 
court,  where  the  error  complained  of  appears  on  the  record, 
They  have   two  f^atcd  feOions  annually,  viz,   on  the  Tucfdays 
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of  the  weeks  preceding  the  (Uted  feflions  of  the  General  ARem- 
bly. 

The  county  court  is  a  court  of  chancery,  empowered  to  hear 
and  determine  cafes  in  equity,  where  the  matter  in  demand 
does  not  exceed  one  hundred  pounds.  The  fuperibt  court 
his  cognifance  of  all  cafes  where  the  demand  exc^^ds  that  fum. 
Errors  may  be  brought  from  the  county  to  the  fuperior  court, 
and  from  the  fuperior  court  to  the  fupreme  court  of  errors,  on 
judgment  in  cafes  of  equity  as  well  as  pf  law. 

The  General  Aflembly  only  have  power  to  grant  pardons  and 
reprieves>^to  grant  commiffions  of  bankruptcy — or  prote£l  the 
perfons  and  eftates  of  unfortunate  debtors. 

The  common  law  of  England,  fo  far  as  it  is  applicable  to 
;his  country,,  is  confidered  as  the  common  layv  of  this  State. 
The  report  of  adjudication  in  the  courts  of  king's  bench,  com- 
mon pleas,  and  chancery,  are  read  in  the  courts  of  this  State 
as  authorities ;  yet  the  judges  do  not  conlider  them  as  conclu^ 
fively  binding,  unlefs  founded  on  folid  reafons  which  will  apply 
In  this  iState,  or  fanflioned  by  concurrent  adjudications  of  their 
own  courts.  \ 

The  feudal  fyilem  of  defcents  was  never  adopted  in  this  State. 
All  the  real  cfUte  of  inteftates  is  divided  equally  among  the 
children,  males  and  females,  except  that  the  elded  fon  has  a 
double  portion. 

And  all  eftates  given  in  tail  mud  be  given  to  ibme  prrfon 
then  in  being,  or  to  their  immediate  iflfue,  and  fhall  become 
lee  iimple  eJdates  to  the  iifue  of  the  fird  donee  in  tail.  The 
widow  of  an  intedate  is  entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  perfonal 
edate  for  ever,  and  to  her  dower  or  third  part  of  the  houfes  and 
lands  belonging  to  the  intedate  at  the  time  of  his  death,  during 
her  life. 


PRACTICE    OF   LAW.         , 

The  pra£lice  of  law  in  this  State  has  more  flmplicity,  but  lefs 
precilion,  than  in  England.  Aflidants  and  judges  are  empow- 
ered to  ilTue  writs  through  the  State,  and  judices  through  their 
refpeftive  counties.  In  thefe  writs  the  fubdance- of  the  com- 
plaints, or  the  declarations  mud  be  contained,  and  if  neither  of 
the  parties  (hew  good  reafon  for  delay,  the  caufes  are  heard 
and  determined  the  fame  term  to  which  the  writs  are  returnable. 
Few  of  the  fi&ions  of  law,  fo  common  in  the  Englifh  pra£iice, 
are  known  in  this  State.  The  plantiif  always  has  his  cle£lion  to 
attach  or  fummon  the  defendant.     Attornics  are  admitted  ahd 
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flualified  by  the  county  courts.  Previous  to  their  admiflion  to 
the  bar,  they  muft  fludy  two  years  with  a  pr&difing  attorney  in 
the  State,  if  they  have  had  a  college  education,  and  three  year* 
if  they  have  not ;  their  morals  muft  be  good,  and  their  charao* 
ters  unbletnilhed,  and  they  mull  fuftain  an  examination  by  (he 
attornies  of  the  court  of  the  county  where  they  are  admitted^ 
and  be  by  them  recommended  to  the  court.  When  admitted  to 
the  county  court,  they  can  praflife,  without  other  qualifications, 
in  any  court  in  the  State.  There  are,  upon  an  average,  about 
fifteen  attornies  to  each  county,  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  the 
State;  a  very  great  proportion  for  the  real  exigencies  of  the 
people.  Yet  from  the  litigious  fpirit  of  the  citizens,  the  moft 
of  ^hem  find  employment  and  fupport.  There  is  no  attorney* 
general,  but  there  is  one  attorney  to  the  State  in  each  county. 

MODE  OF  LEVYING  TAXES. 

All  freeholders  in^  this  State  are  required  by-  law  to  give  tn 
Hfts  of  their  rateable  eftate,  fuch  as  horfes,  homed  cattle,  cul- 
tivated and  uncultivated  land,  houfes,'  fhipping,  all  forts  of 
ridyng-carriages,  clocks  and  watches,  filver-plate,  money  at 
intereft,  &c.  and  of  their  polls,  including  all  males  between 
fixteen  and  feventy  years  of  age,  unlefs  exempted  by  law,  to 
perfons  appointed  in  the  refpeflive  towns  to  receive  them,  oa 
or  before  the  20th  of  Augufl:  annually.  Thefe  are  valued  accord- 
ing to  law,  arranged  in  proper  order,  and  fent  to  the  General 
A({cmbly  annually  in  May. 

The  i'um  total  of  the  lift  of  the  polls  and  rateable  eftate  of  the. 
inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  as  brought  in  to  the  Ge^ieral  Aflem- 
bly  in  May  1787,  was  as  follows  : 

^- 

Sum  total  of  the  fingle  lift  •  1,484,901     6 

Affeffments  -  -  .         .         47>790      2 

One  quarter  of  the  four- folds         -         -       1,176     9 


d. 
4| 

9 

4 


Total  £.   1,533,867   18     5I 


Having  thus  taken  a  general  view  of  the  New-England  States, 
we  cannot  help  obferving,  that  prefent  appearances  warrant  us 
in  concluding  that  induftry  and  happinefs  are  in  a  very  great 
degree  blended  in  them,  that  they  offer  every  encouragement 
for  the  former,  and  furniih  every  thing  neceffary  to  promote 
the  latter  in  a  virtuous  mind.  In  thefe  States,  the  principles  of 
liberty  are  univerfally  underft'ood,  felt,  and  afled  upon,  as  much 
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by  the  fimple  as  (h«  wife,  the  weak  as  the  flrong.  Their  deep-' 
rooted  and  inveterate  habit  of  thinking  n,  that  aU  men  ere  equal 
in  their  rights^  that  it  is  vrnpoffibk  to  make  them,  ctherui/es  and 
this  being  their  undifturbed  belief,  they  have  no  con^eptiopt 
how  any  man  in  his  fcnfes  can  entertain  any  otheri^,  Thi&point 
once  fettled,  every  thing  is  fettled.  Many  operations  which  in 
Europe  have  been  confidered  as  incredible  tales  or  dangerous 
experiments,  ,are  but  the  infallible  confe^uences  of  this  prin- 
ciple. The  firft  of  thefe  operations  is  the  bujineft  of  eUSion, 
which,  with  the  people  of  New-England,  is  carried  on  with  as 
much  gravity  as  their  daily  labour;  There  is  no  jealou(y  on  the 
occafion,  nothing  lucnitive  in  office ;  any  man  in  fociety  may 
attain  to  any  place  in  the  government,  and  may  excrcife  its 
fun&ions.  They  believe  that  there  is  nothing  more  difhcult  in 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  nation,  than  the  affairs  of  a 
family ;  that  it  only  rcqiiires  more  hands.  They  believe  that 
it  is  the  juggle  of  keeping  up  impofitions  to  blind  the  eyes  of 
tlie  vulgar,  that  Conflitutes  the  intricacy  of  (late.  Barjfiih  the. 
myflicilm  of  inequality,  and  you  banifh  almoft  all  the  evilb  at- 
tendant oh  human  nature.  ^' 

The  people  being  habitfuated  to  the  elfe£^ion  of  all  kinds  of 
ofHcer^,  the  magnitude  of  the  o^ce  makes  no  difficulty  in  the 
cafe,  ^£very  officer  is  chofen  with  as  little  commotion  as  a 
chufch-warden.  There  is  a  pubHc  fervice  to  be  performed,  and 
the  people  f^y  who  (hall  do  it*  The  fervant  feels  honoured  with 
Ae  confidence  repofed  in  him,  and  generally  exprefTes  hif  grati- 
tude by  a  faithful  performance. 

Another  oi^  thefe  operations  is  makii^  every  citizen,-  a  fol- 
dier,  and  eviry  fofdier  a  titizen  ;  not  only  permitting  every  man 
to  arm,  but  obliging  him  to  arm.  This  fa£l,  told  in  Europe 
previous  to  the  revolution,  would  have  gained  little  credit ;  ot 
at  leafl  it  would  have  been  regarded  ad  a  mark  of  an  untivilizedr 
people,  extremely  dangerous  to  a  Well-ordered  fociety,  Menr 
who  Luild  fyftems  on  an  inverdon  of  nature,  are  obliged  to 
invert  every  thing  that  is  to  make  part  of  that  fyflem*  '  I& 
is  becaufe  the  peOp%  ate  civilized,  that  they  /arc  with  faf(|ty 
armed.  It  is  an  cffe£^  of  their  confcious  dignity)  al  ||||ens 
enjoying  equal  rights,  that  they  wiBi  not  to' invade  the  rig'hts 
of  others.  The  danger,  where  there  is  any,  from  armed  citi- 
zens, is  only  to  the  government,  not  to  the  fociety ;  and  as 
long  as  they  have  nothing  to  revepge  in  the  government  (which 
they  cannot  have  while  it  is  in  their  own  hands)  there  are  many 
advantages  in  their  being  accuflomed  to  the  ufe  of  armsy  and  no 
j^ofTible  diliidvantage.  -     , 
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Power,  habitually  in  the  hands  of  a  whole  community,  lofes 
all  the  ordinary  aflbciated  ideas  of  power.  •>  The  exercife  of 
power  is  a  relative  term ;  it  fuppofes  an  oppofition,  romething 
to  operate  i^pon^  We  perceive  no  fxcrtiofiiof  power  in  the 
motion  of  the  planetary  fyftem,  but  a  very  ftrong  one  in  the 
movement  of  a  whirlwind  ;  it  is  becaufe  we  fee  obftruf^ions  to 
the  latter,  but  none  to  the  former.  Where  the  government  is 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  there  you  find  oppoTition,  you 
perceive  twq  cQnten4tpg  interefts,  and  get  an  idea  of  the  exer- 
cife of  power  ;  and  whether  this  power  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
government  or  of  the  people,  or  whether  it  change  from  fide 
to  fide,  it  is  always  to  be  dreaded.  But  the  word  people  in 
America  has  a  different  meaning  from  what  it  has  in  Europe. 
It  there  means  the  whole  community,  and  comprehends  every 
human  creature  ;  hence  it  is  impofilble  but  the  government  mufl 
prote£l  the  people,  and  the  people,  as  a  natural  confequenccy 
fupport  the  government  as  their  own  legitimate  offspring. 
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MIDDLE    STATES, 
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NEW- YORK, 

NEW- JERSEY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


DELAWAR^E, 

TERRITORY  N.  W.  or  OHIO. 


B. 


'OUNDED  north,  by  Upper  Canada,  from  whicli   they  art 

feparated  by  the  kktrs  ;  eaft,  by  the  New-England  States ;  fouth, 

by  the  Atlantic  oceaii,  Maryland,  Virginia)  and  the  Ohio  river, 

^whichr  fcgparatc  thep  from  Kentucky;  well,  by  the  MiiTiflippi 

jfivcr.    ,  '.   ■         . 

klVERS  ANI>  BAYS. 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  diftrift  arc,  the  I^udfon,  \tlie 
Delaware,  the  Sufquehannah,  the  Ohio,^  the  Miinflippi,  and 
their  branches.  York,  Dchware,  and  part  of  Che(apeak  bays, 
j^re  in  this  diftrift.- 

* 

,      CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  grand  dividon,  lying  atmoft  iii  the  fame 
latitudes,  varies  but  little  from  that  of  New-England :  there  are 
no  two  fuccefTive  years  alike  ;  even  the  fame  fucecflivc  feafons 
and  montlis  dilFcr  from  each  other  evei'y  year :  and  there  is,, 
perhaps,  but  one  fteady  trait  in  the  character  of  this  climate, 
and  that  is,  it  is  uniformly  Variable  :  the  changes  of  weather 
are  great,  and  frequently  I'udden.  The  range  of  the  quickfilver 
in  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  is  be- 
tween the  24ih  degree  below,  and  the  losth  degree  above 
cypher  -,  and  it  has  been  known  to  vary  Hfty  degrees  in  the 
courle  of  twenty-fix  hours.  Such  alterations  are  much  more' 
confiderable  along  the  coaft  than  in  the  interior'  ahd  midland 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and,  wherever  they  prevail,  are  accom- 
panied with  proportionate  changes  in  the  air,  from  calms  to 
winds,  and-  from  moillure  to  dirynefs.  Storms  and  hurricanes 
fomctimes  happen,  which  are  fo  violent  as  to  overfet  veffels, 
demolifh  fences,  uproot  trees,  and  unroof  buildings.  Droughts^ 
m(  fix  weeks  or  two  months  continuance,  occur  now  and  them.' 
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Kain  hubcc«  Ifrtown  to  fall  in  fuel*  ibundancc  ^that  thkiivthi^ 
by  meafurement,  hu  received  fix,  five  inches  on  a  level, 'in' the. 
Ihort  fpace  of  four  hours,*    The  qaantity  of  water  which  fallr* 
in  rain  and  fnow,  one  year   with"  another,    amounts  to   from^ 
twenty-four  to  thirty-fix  inches.i  > In  the  northern  parts  of  this 
diftrift  the  fnOM^falU  in  iarge'r  quantities,  lies  longer,  and  ther 
cold  is  more  fteadykand  intenfe,  by  many  degrees,  than  in  the 
fouthern  ;  hence  the  climate  <;>f  the  fornacr  is  more  agreeable  in 
winter,  and  that  of  the  latter  in  fummer.    The  warm  weather  it 
generally   in  the  month  of  July  i  but  intenfely  warm  days  are 
often  felt  in  May,  june,  Auguft,  and  September.     Dr.  Ritten- 
houfe  fays,  that  during  his  rcfidcnce  in  the  country,  in  the  Sfatc 
of  Pennfylvania,  he  never  had  pafled  a  fummer  without  dtfctyer^ 
iag  froft  in  every   month    in  the    year,    CKcept  July.     Tho 
greateft  degree  of  heat  upon   record  in  Philadelphia,  ir>    173<;|» 
was  90**.    The  ftandard  temperature  of  air  in  Philadelphia  ,i»- 
52^  degrees,  which  is  the  temperature  of  their  deeped  wells,/ 
and  the  mean  heat   of  their  common  fpring   water,     There  are  ^ 
fcldom  more  than  four  months  in  the  year  in  which  the  weather 
is  agreeable  without  a   fire ;  in   winter,  the    winds    generally 
come  from  the  north-weft  in  fair,  and  from  the  north-eaft  in 
wet  weather.     The  north^weft  winds  are  uncommonly  dry  a$ 
well  as  cold. 

The  climate  on  4^e  weft  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains  dif- 
fcr$  materiall)^  frolii^that  on  the  eaft  fide,  in  the  temperature  of 
the  air,  and  the  efFefts  ^f  the  wind  upon  the  weather,  and  in  the 
quantity  of  rain  and  fnow  which  fall  every  year.  The  fouth- 
weft  winds  oti  the  weft  fide  of  the  mountain  are  accompanied 
by  cold  apd  rain.  The  temperature  of  the  air  is  feldom  fo 
cold  or  fo  hot,  by  feveral  degrees,  a$  on  th^  eaft  fide  of  the 
mountain. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  climate  of  this  livifion  of 
the  United  States  is  a  compound  of  moft  of  the  climates  in  the 
world — it  has  the  moifture  of  Ireland  in  the  fpring — the  heat 
of  Africa  in  fummer-»-the  temperature  of  Italy  in  June^he  fky 
of  Egypt  in  autumn — rthe  fnow  and  cold  of  Norway,  and  the 
ice  of  Holland  in  winter-*-jthe  tempefis,  in  a  certain  degree,  of 
the  Weft-Indies  in  .every  feafon — and  the  variable  winds  and 
weather  of  Great-Britain  in  every  month  of  the  year, 

From  this  account  of  the  climate  of  this  diftrift,  it  is  eafy  to 
jfccrtain  what  degrees  of  health,  and  what  difcalcs  prevail.    As 

•  Pr.  Mitchill.  4.  Dr.  Rufl). 
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thd  tnhtbfttntt  have  the  tliirtatet,  fe  they  haveihe  Mute  direifef 
of  all  the  rountricft  that  have  been  mentioned.  AUhou^  it 
might  be  fuppofed,  that  with  fuch  changei  and  varictiea  in  the 
vrcather,  there  would  be  conneAed  epidemical  difeafea  and  an 
unwhbKome  climate,  yet,  on  the  whole,  it  ia  found  in  Ihia  dif* 
tri£k  to  be  as  healthy  as  any  part  of  the  United  ^tea.* 

HISTORY  OF  ITS  SETTLEMEJtr,  t:ft. 

The  colony  of  New-York  waa  fettled  by  the  l!)utcht  who 
named  it  the  New-Netherlands,  Charles  IIi  rerol^red  upon  its 
cdnqueft  In  1664,  and  in  March  granted  to  his  brother  the  Duke 
of  York,  the  region  extending  from  the  wefiiern  banks  of  Con-* 
ncfticut  t6  the  eaftern  (hnre  of  the  Delaware,  together  with 
Long-Ifland,  conferring  on  him  the  civil  and  mllit^iry  powers  of 
,  government.  Colonel  Nichols  was  fent  with  four  frigates  and 
three  hundred  foldiers  to  eflFe6l  the  buftnefs.  The  Dutch 
governor  being  unable  to  make  refiflance,  the  New^Nctherlan^s 
fubmitted  to  the  £ngli(h  crown  in  September,  without  any  other 
change  than  of  rulers,  Few  of  the  Dutch  removed ;  and  Nichols 
inftantly  entered  upon  the  excrciie  of  his  power,  as  deputy-go« 
vernor  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  proprietary^ 

In  July  1673,  the  Dutch  re-po(fefled  tMWfelves  of  the  pro- 
vince,  by  attacking  it  fuddenly  when  in  '«  defencelefs  ftate.  By 
the  peace  in  February  following  it  waS'Hiftored.  The  validity 
of  the  grant,  while  the  Dutch  were  in  (|uiet  poflfeflion,  having 
been  queftioned,  the  Duke  of  York  thought  it  prudent  to  ob- 
tain a  riew  one  the  following  June ;  and  Edmund  Andros  hav- 
ing been  appointed  governor,  the  Dutch  refigned  their  authority 
to  him  in  Oftober.  Thus  was  New- York  regained  ;  but  the  in- 
habitants were  again  enilaved  to  the  will  of  the  conqueror  ;  for 
being  admitted  to  no  fhare  in  tlie  legiflature,  they  were  fubje^ 
to  laws  to  which  they  had  never  affented. 

To  be  relieved  from  a  fervitude  that  had  degraded  the  colony, 
and  now  gave  diflatisfaftion  to  every  one,  the  council,  the  court 
of  afllzes,  and  the  corporation  of  New-York,  concurred'  in  foil- 
citing  the  Duke  "  to  permit  the  people  to  participate  in  th6  legif- 


•  Tfte  foregoing  remarki  are  grounded  on  the  authorities  of  Dr.  RuJh  and 
Dr.  Mitchell,  who  have  publiihed  the  refulv  of  their  tefjuirics  in  Mr.  Carey's 
Hufcuto,  voU*  6th  9u4  7th. 
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lithre  power."  The  Duk^  though  ftrongty  prejudiced  againft 
democratic  aflembiieif  yet,  in  expcAation  that  the  inhabitants 
vroiild  agree  lo  raife  money  to  difcharge  the  public  debts,  and  to 
fettle  fuch  a  fund  for  the  future  as  might  be  fuflRcient  for  the 
oiaintenance  of  the  government  and  garrifoh,  informed  th« 
lieutenant-governor,  in  1682,  that  *' he  intended  to  eftablifli  tht 
fame  frame  of  government  as  the  other  plantations  enjoyed,'  parti* 
cularly  in  the  choofing  of  an  aflembly." 

Mr.  Dongan  was  appointed  governor  in  September,  and  in- 
ftrufted  to  call  an  aflembly,  to  confift  of  a  council  of  ten,  and 
of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  chofen  by  the  freeholders,  of  the 
number  of  eighteen  members.  The  aflembly  was  empowered 
to  make  laws  for  the  people,  agreeable  to  the  general  jurifpru. 
dence  of  the  flate  of  England,  which  fhould  be  of  no  force, 
however,  without  the  ratification  of  the  proprietary,  "  Thus  the 
inhabitants  of  New- York,  after  being  ruled  almoR  twenty  years 
at  the  will  of  the  Duke's  deputies,  were  firft  admitted  to  partici. 
pate  in  the  legi dative  power," 

An  aflembly  was  called  on  governor  Dongan's  arrival,  which 
pafled  an  a£l  of  general  naturalization,  in  order  to  give  equal  pri- 
vileges  to  the  various  kinds  of  people  then  inhabiting  the  pro* 
vince ;  together  with  an  aft  "  declaring  the  liberties  of  the 
people^"  as  alfo  one  for  defraying  the  requifite  charges  of 
<'  government  for  a  limited  time."  The  legiflature  was  convened 
once  more  in  Auguft  1684,  when  it  explained  the  laft  aft. 
Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  only  aflemblies  called  prior  to  the 
revolution. 

When  the  Duke  became  King  of  England,  he  refufed  to 
conBrm  that  grant  of  privileges  to  which  as  Duke  he  had 
agreed.  He  eftabliflied  a  real  tyranny,  and  reduced  New- 
York  once  more  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  a  conquered 
province, 

NEW-JERSEY. 

New-Jcrfey,  which  was  alfo  taken  from  the  Dutch  (who 
were  confidcred  as  having  no  right  to  any  of  their  fcttlements 
in  thefe  parts  of  America)  was  included  in  the  grant  to  the  Duke 
of  York.  The  Duke  difpofed  of  it  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir 
George  Carteret,  in  1664,  who  being  fole  proprietors,  for  the 
better  fettlement  of  it  agreed  upon  certain  conftitutions  of 
government,  fo  well  relifhed,  that  the  eaft:ern  parts  were  foon 
confiderably  peopled.  One  of  the  flipulations  was,  "no  qua- 
lified perfon,  at  any  time,  (hall  be  any  ways  molefted,  punifhcd, 
difquietcd,  or  called  into  qucilion,  for  any  diiFcrence  in  opinicn 
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at  praC^icf  in  ndatters  of  rfli^ioui  concernments,  who  does  not 
aAually  dtftuib  the  civil  peace  of  the  province  ;  but  all  and 
every  fuch  perfon  and  perUms  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times,  freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments 
and  confciences,  in  matters  of  religion,  they  behaving  them- 
fclves  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not  uAng  this  liberty  to  licen- 
tioufncfjs,  oor  to  the  civil  injury  or  outward  difturbanco  of  others; 
"any  law,  ftatute,  or  claufe  contained,  or  to  be  contained, 
ufage  or  cudom  of  the  realm  of  I^ngland,  to  the  contrary  (hereof 
in  any  wife  notwithflanding."* 

The  lords  proprietors  further  agreed,  *^  for  the  better  fecurity 
of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  province — that  they  are  not  to  impoic, 
KOR  SUFFER  TO  BE  iMPOSKO,  any  tax,  cuftom,  fublidy,  tallage, 
aflelTment,  or  any  other  duty  whatfoever,  upon  any  colour  or 
pretence,  upon  the  faid  province  and  inhabitants  thereof,  other 
than  what  (hall  be  impofed  by  the  authority  and  conlcnt  of 
the  General  Affembly,"+  What  can  more  ftrongly  cxprefs 
the  then  opinion  of  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Cirteret, 
as  to  the  parliament's  having  no  right  to  tax  the  inhabi. 
tants  of  the  province,  pofleded  by  them  as  lords  probric* 
tors! 

Lord  Berkley  fold  his  moiety  of  the  province  to  John  Fcn- 
wlck,  in  truft  for  Edward  Bvllinge,  and  his  afllgns  i||i^674, 
After  which  the  proprietors,  E.  Byllinge,  William  Penn,  Gawcn 
Lawrie,  Nicholas  Lucas,  and  Edmond  Warner,  of  the  Quaker 
periuafion,  agreed  with  Sir  George  Carteret  upon  a  diviftun, 
1676;  and  that  his  moiety  (hould  be  called  New  Eaft-Jerfey, 
and  their's  New  Weft- Jcrfcy.  The  agreement  refpefling  the 
not  impnfing  or  fufFering  tn  be  impofed  any  tax,  &c.  was  adopt- 
ed ;  the  other  ftipulation  is  worded  fomcwhat  differently  ;  "  no 
men,  rtor  number  of  men  upon  earth,  hath  power  or  authority 
id  rule  over  men's  confciences  in  religious  matters  ;  therefore  it 
is  confcntcd,  agreed,  and  ordained,  that  no  perfon  or  perfons 
whatfoever  within  the  province,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter, 
(]iaU  be  any  ways,  upon  any  pretence  whatfqever,  called  in 
(jucftion,  or  in  the  Icaft  punifhed  or  hurt,  either  in  perfon, 
cftate,  or  privilege,  for  the  fake  of  his  opinion,  judgment,  faith, 
or  worfhip  towards  God,  in  matters  of  religion  ;  but  that  all 
ajid  every  fuch  perfon  and  peribns  may,  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  all  times,  freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judg- 
ments,  and   the   cxerciic   of  their   confciences,    in   matters  of 


I*  Snfith's  Iliflory  <>f  New-Jerfpy,  p.  513. 


+  Ibid,  p,  517, 
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rdigiout  worfliip,  throughout  all  the  province."*  It  was  t\ta 
•greed,  *'  that  «H  clcQions  be  not  determined  by  the  common 
ami  confufed  way  of  ctica  and  voices,  but  by  putting  balls  uMO 
balloting  boxci,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpofe,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  all  partiulity,  and  whereby  every  man  may  freely 
choole  according  to  hia  own  judgment  and  honeft  intention. "f 

Soon  after,  many  Quakers  retorted  to  Weft-Jerfey  from  Eng- 
land, and  the  country  HUed  apace.  But  the  people  early  expe- 
rienced the  dreadful  efTe£l»  of  arbitrary  power.  Major  Andros, 
the  governor  of  New-York,  impoCed  ten  per  cent,  on  all  goods 
imported  at  the  Hoar-Kill, |  and  demanded  five  per  cent,  of 
the  fcttlera  at  arrival  or  afterward,  though  neither  Wed  Jcriey, 
tior  the  Hoar-Kill,  was  legally  under  his  jurifdifllon.  They 
complained  of  the  hardlhips  from  the  fird,  but  bore  it  patiently, 
till  about  t68o,  when  application  was  made  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  referred  the  miitter  to  the  council,  where  it  rcflcd 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  then  was  reported  in  their  favour, 
and  the  duty  ordered  to  be  dilcontinued.  Among  the  arguments 
ufed  by  Mcifrs.  William  Penn,  George  liutchini'on  and  others, 
chiefly,  if  not  all  Quakers,  in  the  paper  prcfented  to  the 
Duke's  commiflioners,  were  theCc,  "  powers  of  governn.cat 
are  exprefsly  granted  in  the  conveyance  Lord  Berkley  made  us, 
for  that  only  could  have  induced  us  to  buy  it ;  and  the  reafon 
is  plain,  bccaufe  ta  all  prudent  men,  the  government  of  any 
place  isr  more  inviting  than  the  foil ;  for  what  is  good  lantl 
Without  good  laws  ?  the  better  the  worfc.  And  if  we  couM 
not  affure  people  of  an  eafy  and  free,  and  fafc  government,  both 
with  refpefl  to  their  fpiritual  and  worldly  property,  that  is,  ati 
uninterrupted  liberty  of  confcience,  and  an  inviolable  poITcf- 
fion  of  their  civil  rights  and  freedoms,  by  a  juft  and  wife  govern- 
ment, a  mere  wildernefs  would  be  no  encouragement  ■,  for  it 
were  a  madnefs  to  leave  a  free,  good,  and  improved  country, 
to  plant  in  a  wildernels,  and  there ,  adventure  many  thoufands  of 
pounds,  to  give  an  ablulute  title  to  another  peribn  to  tax  us  at 
will  and  pleafure.  Natural  right  and  human  prudence  oppofc 
iuch  doftrine  all  the  world  over,  as  fays,  **  that  people,  free  by 
law,  und  under  their  prince  at  home,  are  at  his  mercy  in  the 
plantations  abroad."  The  King'i  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  is 
plainly   reftriftive    to   the    laws  and  government  of  England. 


tji 
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Now,  vfc  humbly  conceive,  it  is  made  a  fundamental  in  our 
conftitution  and  government,  that  the  King  of  England  cannot 
luftly  take  his  fubjifts  goods  without  their  confcnt  *,  t^is  needs 
no  more  to  be  proved  than  a  principle,  it  is  jus  indigeney  an 
home-born  right,  declared  to  be  law  by  divers  -ftatutcs ;  as  in 
the  great  charter,  ch.  29,  and  thirty-fourth  Ed.  IIL  ch.  2  ;  again 
twenty-fifth  Ed.  ch.  7.*  To  give  up  the  power  of  making  laws 
is  to  change  the  government,  to  fell  or  rather  rcfign  ourfelves 
to  the  will  of  another,  and  that  for  nothing;  for  we  buy  noth- 
ing of  the  Duke,  if  not  the  right  of  an  undifturbed  colonizing, 
with  no  diminution,  but  expefclation  of  fome  incraclc  of  thofe 
freedoms  and  privileges  enjoyed  in  our  own  country.  We  hum- 
bly fay,  that  we  have  not  loft  any  part  of  our  liberty  by  leaving 
our  country ;  but  we  tranfplant  to  a  place,  with  exprefs  limita- 
tion  to  ereft  no  polity  contrary  to  the  eftabliihed  government 
(of  England)  but  as  near  as  may  be  to  it ;  and  this  variation  is 
allowed,  but  for  the  fake  of  emergencies ;  and  that  latitude 
bounded  with  thefe  words,  for  the  good  of  the  adventurer  and 
planter.  This  tax  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Duke's  conveyances, 
but  is  an  after  bufincfs.  Had  the  planters  forefeen  it,  they 
would  fooncr  have  taken  up  in  any  other  plantation  in  America 
(a  plain  intimation  that  no  fuch  tax  was  impofed  in  any  other 
American  plantation.)  Befide,  there  is  no  end  of  this  power; 
for  fince  wc  are  by  this  precedent  afleflcd  without  any  law,  and 
thereby  excluded  our  Eiiglifh  right  of  common  aflent  to  taxes ; 
what  lecuiity  have  we  of  any  thing  we  poffcfs  ?  We  can  call 
nothing  our  own,  but  are  tenants  at  will,  not  only  for  the  foil, 
but  for  all  our  pcrlonal  cftatcs  ;  wc  endure  penury,  and  the 
iweat  of  our  brows,  to  improve  them  at  our  own  hazard  only. 
This  is  to  tranfplant  from  good  to  bad.  This  fort  of  condu6l 
has  dcftroyed  government,  but  never  raifed  one  to  any  true 
grcatnefs.+"  ^ 

The  paper  prefented  to  the  Duke's  commiflloners  cvidflltly 
proves,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  thofc  gentlemen,  who  were 
Quakers,  that  no  tax  could  be  juftly  impol'ed  upon  the  inhabi- 
tjnts  without  their  own  conl'ent  firft  had,  and  by  the  authority 
of  their  own  General  AITembly,  The  report  of  the  council  in 
favour  of  the  aggrieved,  and  the  relief  that  followed,  were  vir- 
tual  conceflions  to  the  fame  purport.     This  will  not  be  judged 


*  Tlie  manufcript  copy  contains  a  number  of  authorities  from  Bra£lon,  For- 
r^fqiie,  the  Petition  of  Right,  &c.    Sec  Smith,  p.  120,  the  note. 

+  Smith,  p.  117,    i»3. 
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'(Hrholiy  unprecedented  by  thofe  who  are  acquainjted  with  what 
happened  relative  to  the  county-palatine  and  city  of  Chefter  in 
the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  inha- 
bitants complained  in  a  petition  to  the  king,  "  that  for  want  of 
krikghts  and  burgclVcs  in  the  court  of  parliament  they  fudained 
manifold  damages,  not  only  in  their  lands,  goods,  and  bodies* 
but  in  the  civil  and  politic  governance  and  maintenance  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  their  faid  county :  and  that  while  they  had 
been  always  bound  by  the  afts  and  ftatutcs  of  the  faid  court  of 
parliament,  the  fame  as  other  counties^  cities,  and  boroughs 
that  had  knights  and  burgefiVs  in  laid  court,  they  had  oftca 
been  touched  and  grieved  with  afts  and  ftatutes  madd  wiihia 
the  faid  court,  as  well  derogatory  unto  the  moft  ancient  jurildic- 
tions,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  the  faid  county-palatine,  as 
prejudicial  unto  the  Conunonweath,  quietnefs  and  peace  of  his 
m.tjefty's  fuhjefts."  They  propoled  to  the  king,  as  a  remedy, 
"  tliat  it  would  pleafe  his  highnets,  that  it  be  enabled,  with  the  af- 
fent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal^  and  by  the  commons 
in  parliament  affembled,  that  from  the  end  of  the  fefllon  the 
county-palatine  fhall  have  two  knights  for  the  faid  county,  and 
hkcwile  two  citizens  to  be  burgclies  for  the  city  of  (.'heller.'* 
The  complaint  and  remedy  were  thought  to  Vie  fo  jull  and  lea- 
fonable,  that  the  relief  for  which  they  prayed  was  granted,  and 
they  weic  admitted  to  fend  leprclentativcs  to  parliament,  to  guard 
their  iuterells  and  to  fccurc  their  liberties  and  privileges.  4i 


PENNSYLVANIA  AND  DELAWARE. 

Mr.  William  Penn,  one  of  the  joint  purchafers  of  the  wcftcrn 
part  of  the  Jerfeys,  having  received  the  moft  exaft  information 
of  the  country  to  the  weftward  of  the  Delaware,  while  engaged 
i|i  the  adminiftration  of  the  joint  purchafe,  became  defirous  of 
acquiring  a  feparate  eftate. 

He  preienbed  a  petition  to  Charles  II.  in  June,  1680,  ftating 
not  only  his  relationfhip  to  the  late  admiral,  but  that  he  was 
deprived  of  a  debt  due  from  the  crown  when  the  exchequer  was 
fliut.  He  prayed  for  a  grant  of  lands,  lying  to  the  northward  of 
Maryland  and  weftward  of  the  Delaware  ;  and  added,  that  by 
his  intejefl  he  fliould  be  able  to  fettle  a  province  which  might 
in  time  repay  his  claims. 

Having  the  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  he  copied  from  the  charter 
of  Maryland  the  Iketch  of  a  patent,  which  in  November  was  laid 
before  the  attorney-general  for  his  opinion.     Pean  had  the  fiuue 
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obje£l  In  view  as  Lord  Baltimore  had,  the  guarding  again(l  t}i^ 
exertions  of  prerogative,  which  experience  had  taught  both  were* 
very  inconvenient.  The  attorney-general  declared  the  claufe  of 
Exemption  from  taxation  illegal :  and  Chief  Juftice  North  being 
of  the  fame  opinion,  and  obferving  its  tendency,  added  the  fav- 
ing  of  the  authority  of  the  Englifh  parliament,  fo  that  it  was  fti- 
pulated  by  the  king,  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors,  "  that  no 
cuftom  or  other  contribution  fhould  be  laid  on  the  inhabitants  or 
their  edates,  unlefs  by  the  confcnt  of  the  proprietary  or  governor 
and  aJTembly,  or  by  aft  of  parliament  in  England." 

The  next  year  the  patent  was  granted  in  confideration  of  V  ther 
merits  of  the  father,  and  the  good  purpofes  of  the  fon,  in  or- 
der to  extend  the  Englifh  empire,  and  to  promote  ufeful  com- 
modities." It  was  provided  by  fit  claufes,  that  the  fovereignty 
of  the  king  fhould  be  preferved,  and  that  afts  of  parliament  con- 
cerning trade  and  navigation  and  the  cuftoms  duly  obferved, 
Penn  was  empowered  to  affemble  the  freemen  or  their  delegates, 
in  fuch  form  as  he  fhould  think  proper,  for  raifing  money  for 
the  ufes  of  the  colony,  and  for  making  ufeful  laws,  not  contrary 
to  thofe  of  England  or  the  rights  of  the  kingdom,  A  duplidate 
of  the  afts  of  the  Aflembly  was  to  be  trani'mitted  within  five 
years  to  the  king  in  council,  and  the  afts  might  be  declared  void 
within  fix  months,  if  not  approved. 

The  novel  introduftion  of  the  claufe  fubjefting  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pennfylvania  to  taxation  by  aft  of  parliament,  might 
afl'ord  an  argument  againft  being  fo  taxed,  to  all  the  colonies' 
whofe  charters  contained  no  fuch  claufe,  D^r.  Franklin  being 
afked,  when  examined  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  time 
of  the  (lamp  aft,  "  Seeing  there  is  in  the  Pennfylvania  charter, 
an  exprel's  refeivation  of  the  right  of  parliament  to  lay  taxes 
there,  how  could  the  Aflembly  aflfert,  that  laying  a  tax  on  them 
by  the  ftamp  aft  was  an  infringement  of  their  rights  ?""  anf 
fvvcred,  "  They -underftand  it  thus-^—By  the  fame  charter  and 
otherwil'e  they  ar6  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  liberties 
of  Englifhmen,  They  firxi  in  the  great  charters  and  the  peti- 
tion and  declaration  of  rights,  that  one  of  the  privileges  of 
Englifli  fubjefts  is,  that  they  are  not  tb  be  taxed  but  by  their 
own  confent  ;  they  have  therefore  relied  upon  it,  from  the  firft 
Settlement,  that  the  parliament  never  would  or  could,  by  colour 
of  that  claufe,  tax  them  till  it  had  qualified  itfclf  for  the  excr- 
cile  of  luch  riglit,  by  admitting  reprelcntativcs  from  the  people 
to  be  taxed."  (Jovcrnor  Nichollon's  language  was  to  the  fame 
purpole  ;  writing  to  the  board  of  trade  in  1698,  he  obferves, 
%lur.  "  a  great  many  people  in  all    the  coloiucSj   eipecially  in 
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tTiftfe  under  proprieta>ies,  think  that  no  law  of  England  ought 
to  be  binding  to  them  without  their  own  confent  ;  for  they  fay, 
they  have  no  reprefentatives  fent  from  themlielves  to  the  pailia- 
xnent  of  England." 

Thte  Pennfylvanians,  it  may  be  noted,  were  not  declared  by 
the  patent  to  be  Englifti  fubjefts.  There  was  no  exprefs  (lipu- 
lation,  as  had  been  inierted  in  all  other  colonial  patents,  "  that 
the  Pennfylvanians  and  their  delcendants  fhould  be  confidcrcd 
:as  fubjefts  born  within  the  realm;"  for  the  lawyers  who  rc- 
vifed  it,  confidered  fuch  declarations  as  nugatory,  fince  they 
were  inferred  by  law.*  If  the  right  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment to  tax  the  colonies  could  alfo  have  been  inferred  by  law^ 
why  was  not  the  exprefs  refcrvation  of  that  right  confidered 
Jikewife  as  nugatory  ? 

In  May,  Mr.  Penn  detached  Mr.  Markham,  his  kinfman,  with 
a  fmall  emigration,  in  order  to  take  pofl'cffion  of  the  country 
jand  prepare  it  for  a  more  numerous  colony.  Care  was  taken  to 
order  an  humane  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  Indians. 

The  frame  of  government  for  Pennfylvania  was  publiflied  in 
April,  1682,  It  was  forced  from  the  proprietary  by  friends 
who  would  not  have  fettled  Kis  country  unlefs  gratified  in 
whatever  they  demanded.  It  underwent  a  fimilar  fate  with 
the  conftitutions  of  Locke ;  and,  after  a  variety  of  alterations, 
was  at  length  wholly  laid  afide,  and  a  fimpler  form  eftablifhed. 
As  a  fupplement  to  the  frame,  there  was  publiftied,  in  the  fub- 
fequent  May,  a  body  of  laws  agreed  upon  in  England  by  the  ad- 
ventures, which  was  intended  as  a  great  charter,  and  does  ho- 
nor to  their  wifdom  as  ilatefmen,  to  their  morals  as  men,  and 
to  their  fpirit  as  colonifts. 

Mr.  Penn,  defirous  of  extending  his  territory  fouthward  to 
the  Chefapeak,  was  continually  foliciting  the  Duke  of  York 
for  a  grant  of  the  Delaware  colony.  The  prince,  at  length 
wearied  out,  conv  ed,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  t'  town  of 
Newcaftle,  with  a  territory  of  twelve  miles  round,  ifo  that 
traft  of  land  extending  fouthward  from  it  upon  the  Delaware 
to  Cape  Henlopen,  It  was  known  to  both  parties,  that  the  title 
of  what  was  now  granted  was  extremely  exceptionable,  as  the 
puke  could  transfer  no  other  right  than  mere  occupancy  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  legal  claim  of  Lord  Baltimore.  Penn,  however, 
who  was  intent  on  his  own  interefts  in  thofe  parts,  immedi- 
ately adumed  the  powers  of  jurilUidtion. 

•  Chalmers's  Political  Annals,  under  the  head  of  Pennrylvania. 
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When,  for  the  firft  time,  he  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware,  Oftobcr  the  24fh,  he  found  them  inhabited  by  three 
thoufand  perfons,  compoled  of  Swedes,  Dutch,  Finlanders,  and 
Englifh.  Not  only  his  own  colonifts,  but  the  rcfl,  received 
him  with  jov  and  rcfpeft.  Jic  was  accompanied  thither  by 
about  two  thoufand  emigrants,  who  being  either  Qvi;ik«*r8  or 
(Other  di(r«*nters,  wiflied  to  enjoy  their  peculiarities  and  religion 
in  a  country  that  offered  a  peaceful  afylum  to  the  perlecuted, 
Mr.  Pcnn  immediately  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Indians, 
ind,  agreeable  to  the  Bilhop  of  l^ondon's  council,  purchafcd 
from  them  as  much  of  the  foil  as  the  circum(l:inces  of  the  co- 
lony required,  for  a  price  that  gave  them  fatisfaftion,:  he  alfo 
fettled  with  thetp  a  very  kind  corrcipondence.  In  December 
he  convened  the  firfl  Affembly  at  Chefter,  confiding  of  fcven- 
ty-two  delegates  from  the  fix  counties,  into  which  they  had 
divided  Pennfylvania  and  the  Delaware  colony,  foon  after  deno- 
ininated  the  territories,  The  inhabitants  pfoppfed  that  the  de- 
puties might  Icive  both  for  the  provincial  council  and  (ieneral 
.^ffembly  ;  three  out  of  every  rounty  for  the  former,  and  nine 
f&T  the  latter.  Their  propolals  were  pafTed  by  the  Anetoibly 
without  hefitation  into  an  aft  of  icttlemcnt.  The  perlons  re- 
turned were  declared  to  be  the  legal  council  and  Affembly, 
and  every  county  was  empowered  to  lend  the  fame  number  in 
future,  which  in  the  fame  manner  fhould  conftitute  the  legifr 
lature  ;  and  after  the  addition  of  a  few  other  explanations,  the 
modified  frame  of  government  was  folemnly  recognifed  and  ac- 
cepted, Then  an  aft  was  paffcd,  annexing  the  territories  to  the 
province,  and  cotjimunicatlng  to  the  one  the  fame  privileges, 
government,  and  laws  as  the  other  already  enjoyed,  Every  fo- 
reigner who  promilcd  allegiance  to  the  king  and  obedience  to  the 
proprietary,  was  at  the  lame  time  declared  to  be  a  freeman, 
and  entitled  to  his  rights.  By  the  legiflative  regulations,  ePca- 
blifhed  as  fundamentals  by  this  Affembly,  faftors  who  wronged 
their  employers  were  to  make  latisfaftion  and  one-third  over — 
not  only  the  goods,  but  the  lands  of  the  debtor  were  fuhjefted 
to  the  payment  of  debts — -every  thing  which  excited  the  people 
to  rudencfs,  cruelty,  and  irreligi(m,  was  to  be  difcouraged  and 
fcverely  punifhed — no  perfon  acknowledging  one  God,  and  liv- 
ing peaceably  in  fociety,  was  to  be  molcllcd  for  his  opinions  or 
prafticc,  or  to  be  compelled  to  frequent  o-r  maintain  any  miniftiy 
whatlorver.  It  was  a  principle  of  the  great  cliarter,  "  that  chil- 
dren fliall  be  taught  lome  ufeful  trade,  to  the  end  that  none  may 
be  idle,  but  the  poor  may  work  to  live,  and  the  rich,  if  they 
become  poor,  may  not  vyant," 
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Tenn,  difTatisfied  with  the  aft  of  fettlcment,  without  diffi- 
jCulty  created  a  fecond  frame,  agreeing  partly  with  the  firft, 
modified  according  to  tlie  aft  of  fcttlemcnt  in  certain  particulars, 
»nd  in  fome  meaiUre  eflfentially  different  from  both  ;  to  which 
he  procured  the  affcnt  of  the  next  Affembly,  in  1683;  but 
which  in  time  fliared  the  fate  of  the  former. 

He  departed  for  England,  1684.  The  ipofl:  violent  dilTen- 
fions  followed  almoft  inftantly  upon  it,  the  provincial  council 
and  the  yVIIembly  contending  engerly  with  regard  to  their  mu- 
jtual  privileges  and  powers.  Xranquillity  was  not  rcftored  by 
the  Deputy-Governor  Blnckwell,  who  entered  upon  his  govern- 
ment in  December,    ^685. 

Toward  the  dole  of  this  year,  1685,  Mr.  Penn  obtained  a 
pew  grant  of  the  Delaware  colony,  which  he  had  been  ioliciting 
for  fome  time. 

The  Penniylvanians  and  their  rulers,  when  Blackwell  enter* 
led  upon  his  adminiHratiop,  were  i°o  much  engaged  in  their  own 
contells  and  purfuits,  and  fo  aftuated  by  the  principles  of  their 
fuperior,  the  proprietary,  whole  attachments  to  James  II.  dur- 
ing thofe  days  are  well  known,  that  they  feem  to  have  difrcgard- 
ed  that  fignal  revolution  which  transferred  their  allegiance 
and  Pennfylvanja  to  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange :  for 
the  very  laws  and  government  of  tlie  province  were  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  name  of  the  abdicated  monarch,  long  aftcf 
William  and  Mary  had  been  formaUy  proclaimed  in  other  co^ 
lonies. 

It  is  a  fingularity  in  the  hiftory  of  this  province,  that  ncii- 
tlier  its  various  fyftems,  nor  its  fundamental  laws,  were  com- 
municated to  the  King  far  diffent  or  approbation,  though 
ftrongly  enforced.* 

Pena's  adherance  t^<  James  carried  him  to  fuch  lengths,  that 
he  was  confidered  as  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  Proteftant 
ellablifhment,  and  vva^  for  fome  time  excepted  out  of  the  afts 
of  grace  publifhed  by  William  and  Mary  ;  who  appointed  Co- 
lonel Fletcher,  by  the  fame  commiflion,  governor  both  of  New- 
York  and  Pennfylvania.  In  the  commillion  no  manner  of  re- 
gard feems  to  have  been  had  to  the  original  charter.  But  when 
the  Aflcmbly  met,  though  fixteen  fliort  in  number  to  what  had 
been  before  ulual,  through  the  change  made  in  the  writs,  they 
paired  a  vote,  nein.  con.  "  That  the  laws  of  this  province, 
which   were   in    force   and   praftice   before  the    arrival  of  thi^ 


f  Clialmcrs's  Annals. 


*94 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


prefent  governor,  are  dill  in  force :  and  that  the  Aflcmblf  have 
a  right  humbly  to  move  the  governor  for  a  continuation  or 
confirmation  of  the  fame."  That  and  fubfcqucnt  aflemblies 
Ihewed  fuch  a  fixed  determination  to  fecurc  their  rights,  that 
neither  governor  nor  lieutenant-governor  could  bring  them  to 
>  bend  to  their  wiflies. 

In  1696,  Pcnn  had  fo  well  managed  matters  at  the  coiurt  of 
England,  that  he  was  rellored  to  his  right  of  naming  a  gover- 
nor ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  1  yco  he  went  to  Pennfylvania  in 
perfon.  After  the  meeting  of  (everal  Affemblies,  he  convened 
one  in  September,  fjo^t  and  informed  them  of  the  indifpenfa. 
ble  necefllty  he  was  under  of  going  to  England,  to  obviate  ibme 
ill  offices  done  by  his  and  their  enemies  with  the  government 
there ;  but  offered  to  do  every  thing  that  waS  in  his  power  to 
fecure  to  them  their  privileges  and  properties.  The  Affembly, 
in  their  anfwer,  exprelTed  their  dilTatisfaiEtion  at  the  ftate  of 
both,  and  required  farther  fecurity ;  to  which  he  gave  evafive 
anfwers,  but  offered  to  leave  the  nomination  of  the  deputy, 
goi^frnor  to  themfelves ;  they  declined  it^  and  went  upon  4  nevy 
chiller  tof  privileges.  \ 

This  introduced  a  breach  between  the  members  of  the  prof 
vince  and  thofe  of  the  territories;  the  latter  infifling  upon  lome 
particular  privileges,  which,  when  refuied  by  the  others,  made 
them  withdraw  from  the  meeting,  and  it  required  all  the 
authority  and  addrefs  of  the  proprietary  to  make  up  the  breach. 
At  laft,  after  great  heart-burnings  on  both  parts,  juft  when 
Mr,  Pcnn  was  about  to  embark,  a  charter  of  privileges  wa$ 
prcfented  to  him,  and  being  ratified  by  him,  became  the  rule 
of  government  in  Pennfylvania,  By  this  important  charter  li« 
berty  of  confcicnce  is  granted,  and  all  Chrijtians,  of  whatever 
denomination,  taking  the  proper  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fidelity, 
are  enabled  to  ferve  the  government  either  legiflatively  or 
executively.  The  cxclufion  of  all  perfons  from  the  ligiflativc 
and  executive  branches,  however  eminently  qualified,  and 
well  behaved  as  members  of  civil  focicty,  unlefs  tliey  arc 
Chriflians,  does  not  accord  with  that  general  liberty  which 
ought  to  prevail  in  national  communities;  virtue,  integrity  and 
ability,  are  all  the  qualifications  that  (hould  be  fought  for  in  a 
public  officer.  The  piety  of  the  theorift,  and  the  fubtilty  of 
the  politician,  defirous  of  lecuring  the  fupport  of  Chriflians,  may 
introduce  the  exclufion  into  written  or  printed  agreements, 
but  cannot  eflablifh  a  praftical  exclufion  of  perfons  oppofed 
to  Chriftiapity,      lie   mufl    be    both    firrple  and    uninformed, 
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wtio  will  not  admit,  that  many  Deids  have  ferved  the  Penn- 
fylvania  and  other  excluding  governments  either  legiilatively  or 
executively. 

By  the  fecond  article  of  the  charter  it  is  provided,  that  an 
affcmbly  fhall  be  yearly  chofcn.  by  the  freemen,  to  confift  of 
four  pcrfons  out  of  each  county,  or  of  a  greater  number,  if 
the  governor  and  aflembly  fhall  fo  agree,  on  the  ift  of  Oftober 
for  ever,  and  fliall  fit  on  the  14th  following,  with  power  to 
chufe  a  fpeaker  and  other  officers,  and  be  judges  of  the  quali« 
fications  and  ele£JLions  of  their  own  members ;  fliall  fit  upon 
their  own  adjournments,  prepare  bills,  impeach  criminals,  and 
redrefs  grievances  ;  and  fhall  poflefs  all  other  powers  and  pri- 
vileges of  an  AiFembly,  according  to  the  rights  of  the  free-bom 
fubjc£ls  of  England,  and  the  cuftoms  obferved  in  any  of  the 
King's  plantations  in  America.  If  any  county  or  counties  fhall 
negleft  to  fend  deputies,  thofe  who  meet,  provided  they  are  not 
fewer  in  number  than  two  thirds  of  the  whole,  fhall  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  thd  province. 

By  the  eighth  article,  in  cafes  of  fuicide,  all  property  is  to 
defcend  to  the  next  heirs,  as  if  the  deceafed  had  died  a  natural 
death ;  nor  is  the  governor  to  be  entitled  to  any  forfeiture,  if 
a  perfon  fhall  be  killed  by  cafualty  or  accident.  The  fame  ar- 
ticle provides,  that  no  a£b,  law  or  ordinance  whatfoever,  (hall 
at  any  time  hereafter  be  made,  to  alter  or  diminifli  the  form  or 
effeft  of  this  charter,  or  of  any  part  of  it,  without  the  confent  of 
the  governor  for  the  time  being,  and  fix  parts  in  feven  of  the 
Affembly  met — that  the  firft  article,  relating  to  the  liberty  of  con- 
fclence,  fhall  be  kept  without  any  alteration  inviolable  for 
ever — and  that  William  Penn,  for  himfelf,  &c.  does  folemnly 
declare,  that  neither  he,  &c.  fliall  do  any  thing  whereby  the 
liberties  in  this  charter  contained,  nor  any  part  thereof,  fliall 
be  infringed ;  and  that  if  any  thing  fliall  be  done  by  any  perfon 
contrary  thereto,  it  fhall  be  held  of  no  effeft. 

This  new  conftitution  differed  greatly  from  the  original. 
The  governor  might  nominate  his  own  council,  and  he  was  left 
fingle  in  the  executive  part  of  the  government,  and  had  liberty 
to  rcftrain  the  legiflative,  by  refufing  his  affent  to  their  bjlls. 
The  aflembly,  on  the  other  hand,  acquired  the  important  pri' 
vllege  of  propounding  laws,  as  well  as  of  amending  or  rcjcfting 
them;  but  though  this  new  confl.itution  was  thankfully  accept* 
cd  by  the  province,  it  was  unanimoufly  rcjcfted  by  the  territo- 
ries v  and  affairs  flood  in  this  untoward  ft,ate  when  the  proprie- 
tary failed  for   England.      The   reprefentatives  of  the  province 
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and  thufc  of  the  territories  divided,  and  a£lcd  as  two  di(lin£l 
bodies,  and  the  attempts  to  unite  them  proved  ineftc£lual. 

The  territories  confided  of  the  three  counties,  AeiocafiUj 
Kent,  and  Suffer  on  the  Delaware,  and  are  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  three  Lower  Counties  an  the  Delaware. 

Notwithftanding  Mr.  Penn  is  celebrated  as  the  wifcft  of  Ic- 
giflators,  the  Affembly,  about  the  year  i  704,  unanimouily  came 
to  nine  refolutions,  in  which  they  complain  with  great  grief  of 
him^  "for  undermining  his  own  foundations;  and  by  a  fubtle 
contrivance,  laid  deeper  than  the  capacities  of  fome  could  fathom^ 
finding  a  way  to  lay  aftde  the  a£):  of  fettlement  and  diirolvc 
his  fecond  charter."*  He  was  likewife  charged  with  having 
extorted  from  the  province  great  fums  of  money.  They  com- 
plained alfo  of  the  abufes  of  furveyois,  the  clerks  of  the  courts, 
and  juftices  of  the  peace,  who,  they  faid,  were  all  put  in  by 
the  proprietary,  fo  that  he  became  his  own  judge  in  his  own 
eaufe.  Thcfe  and  other  matters  we^re  the  heads  of  a  rcprelcnta- 
tiog,  or  rather  rcmonftrancc,  drawn  up  and  fcnt  to  Mr.  Penn 
thfch  in  England,  in  which  he  is  reprcfcnted  as  an  oppre|Tor^ 
and  as  falfifying  his  word  in  almoft  every  rcipcft  with  the  pro- 
vincials.+ 

The  difputcs  which  fubftflcd  in  Pennfylvania  were  greatly 
augmented  by  the  intemperance  of  the  Quakers  themlelvcs^ 
who,  notwithftanding  all  their  zeal  fpr  liberty  of  conlccince, 
pcrfecutcd,  about  or  foon  after  1694,  George  Keith,  (who 
had  been  one  of  their  moft  famous  preachers)  upon  his  con- 
forming to  the  church  of  England,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  throw 
him  into  prifon.  They  apologiicd  for  their  condu6i:  by  plc;id- 
ing,  that  they  did  not  punilh  hun  for  his  religious  principles, 
but  for  having  infulted  the  civil  government. if  If  this  Wiis  a 
good  plea,  the  New-Englanders  might  gain  great  advantages  from 
ji,  in  vindicating  themielves  as  to  many  of  the  ieverities  liicy 
pra£lifed  upon  the  Q'i.ikcrs,  who  infulted  their  civil  govern- 
ments, beyond  what  will  be  eafily  credited  by  thtW'e,  who  have 
iiot  hud  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  iranfaftions  of  that  pe- 
riod, or  are  not  acquainted  with  the  abufive  language  of  Ibme 
of  the  then  leaders  of  that  denomination— -language  'which  the 
body  of  modern  Quakers  will  not  vindicate* 


*  Chalmers's  Annals,  p.  654. 

+  The  Modern  Uuivcilal  Iliilory.  Vol.  XLl.  p.  19.  1764. 

%  Ibid.  p.  20.' 
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HIS  State  is  fituatcd  bct^vcen  40*"  40'  and  45**  north  latitudci 
and  5"  weft  and  i"  30'  eaft  longituilc  from  Philadelphia.  Its 
length  is  iDout  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth 
about  thfee  hundred.  It  is  bounded  fouth-eaflwardly  by  the 
Atlantic  ocean  ;  caflt  by  the  States  of  Conncflicut,  MaiTachufetts, 
and  Vermont ;  north  by  the  45lh  degree  of  latitude,  which  di- 
vides it  from  Canada  ;  north-vveftvvardly  by  the  river  IroqiiJ|b, 
or  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Eric  i  fouth<(^we^ 
and  louth  by  Pcnnlylvania  and  NeW-Jcrlcy.  4 
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FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

This  State,  to  fpeak  generally,  is  interfe6led  by  ridj^.'S  of 
mountains  runninj^  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  direftion.— ' 
Beyond  the  Allegany  mountains,  liowever,  the  country  is  a 
dead  level,  of  a  fine  rich  foil,  covered  in  its  natural  ftate  with 
maple,  beech,  birch,  cherry,  black  walnut,  locuft,  hickory  and 
lome  mulberry  trees.  On  the  banks  of  lake  Erie  are  a  few 
chefnut  and  oak  ridges.  Hcmlt»ck  fwamps  are  interfperfed 
fhinly  through  the  country.  All  the  creeks  that  empty  into  lake 
Erie  have  falls  which  aiiord  many  excellent  mill-feats. 

The  lands  between  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  are  rcpre- 
lentcd  as  uncommonly  excellent,  being  moll  agreeably  diver- 
filled  with  gentle  rifings,  and  timbeied  with  lofty  trees,  with 
)  it  tie  underwood.  The  legillature  of  this  State  have  gjpanted 
one  million  and  a  h.ilf  of  acres  of  land  as  a  gratuity  to  the  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  of  the  line  of  this  State.  This  tvaSt  is  bounded 
well  by  the  cad  fliorc  of  the  Seneca  lake,  and  the  Mulfachu- 
Ictts  lands  in  the  new  county  of  Ontario;  north  by  part  of 
lake  Ontario  near  fort  Ofwego  ;  iuuih  by  a  ridge  of  the  Allegany 
mountains  and  the  Penniylvania   line;  and  call   by   the  Tulca- 
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foro  Creek,  which  falls  nearly  into  tlic  middle  of  the  OneitJa 
lake,  and  that  part  of  Montgomery  which  has  been  fettling  by 
tlic  Ncw-Kngl.ind  people  very  rapidly  fincc  the  peace. 

Thi»  plcaliint  ct)UHtry  is  divided  into  twenty-five  townfhips  of 
fixty  thoulund  acres  each,  which  arc  atratn  lubdivided  into  one 
hundred  convenient  farms,  of  fix  hundred  acres,  making  in  the 
whole  two  thou  land  five  hundred  farms. 

Eall  of  the  Allegany  mountains  the  country  is  broken  into 
iiills  with  rich  intervening  vallies.  The  hills  are  clothed  thick 
with  timber,'  and  when  cleared,  afford  a  very  fine  pafturc :  the 
rallies,  when  cultivated,  produce  wheat,  hemp,  flax,  peas,  grals, 
oats,  and  Indian  corn.     The  rivers  in  this  State  arc  numerous. 

Iludfon's  river  is  one  of  the  largefl  and  fineft  in  the  United 
States :  it  ril'e&  in  the  mountainous  country  between  the  lakes 
Ontaria  and  Chatnplain.  In  its  courfc  Ibuth-eafterly  it  ap- 
proaches within  fix  or  eight  miles  of  lake  George  ;  then,  after 
a  fliort  courfe  eafl,  turns  Ibutherly  and  receives  the  Soconduga 
fr^m  the  fouth-weft,  which  heads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mo. 
hawk  river.  The  courfe  of  the  river  thence  to  New-York, 
where  it  empties  into  York  bay,  is  uniformly  fouth,  twelve 
degrees^,  or  fifteen  degrees  wefl.  Its  whole  length  is  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ;  from  Albany  to  lake  George  is 
fixty-five  miles.  This  diftance,  the  river  is  navigable  only  fur 
batteaux,  and  has  two  portages,  oceafioned  by  falls,  of  half  a 
mile  each# 

The  banks  of  Iludfon's  river,  efpecially  on  the  weffern  fide, 
as  far  as  the  highlands  extend,  are  chiefly  rocky  cliffs.  The 
paflage  througli  the  highlands,  which  is  fixteen  miles,  affords 
a  wild  romantic  iccne  j  in  ihisr  narrow  pafs,  on  each  fide  of 
which  the  mountains  tower  to  a  great  heiglu,  the  wind,  if  there 
be  any,  is  collected  and  comprcffed,  and  blows  continually  as 
through  a  bellows :  vclfels,  in  paifing  through  it,  are  often  ob- 
liged to  lower  their  fails.  The  bed  of  this  river,  which  is  deep 
and  imooth  to  an  aftoniAiing  diftance,  through  a  hilly,  rocXy 
country,  and  even  tiirough  riiiges  of  fome  of  the  higheft  moun- 
tains in  the  United  States,  mufl  undoubtedly  have  been  produced 
by  foinfe  mighty  convulfion  in  nature.  The  tide,  flows  a  few 
miles  above  Albany,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from 
New-York  :  it  is  navigable  for  floiips  of  eighty  tons  to  Albany, 
and  for  fhips  to  Hudiou  :  fl^ip  navigation  to  Albany  is  inter- 
rupted by  a  number  of  iilands,  fix  or  eight  miles  below  the 
city  ca»led  the  Ovtrfiaugh.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  confine 
the  river  to  one  cliannel,  by  which  means  the  channel  will 
kte  deepened,   and    the  diilkulty  of  approaching   Albany   with 
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vcffcts  of  a  larger  ftze  be  removed.  About  fixty  mil«>  above 
JJcw-Vork  the  water  becomes  frclh.  The  river  is  ftored  with 
a  variety  of  iini,  which  renders  a  fummer  pafT^ge  to  Albany 
delightful  and  amufing  to  thoCc  who  arc  fond  of  angling. 

"fhc  advantages  of  this  river  for  carrying  on  the  fur  trade 
with  Canada,  by  means  of  the  lakes,  have  been  alre;«dy  menti- 
oned ;*  its  conyenicncies  for  internal  commerce  arc  finf^ularly 
great :  the  produce  of  the  rcnioted  farms  is  cafily  and  fpccdily 
conveyed  to  a  certain  and  profitable  market,  and  at  the  lowcft 
cxpenfe  :  in  this  rcfpeft,  New- York  has  greatly  the  advantage 
of  Philadelphia,  A  great  proportion  of  the  produce  of  Pcnn- 
fylvania  is  carried  to  market  iu  waggons,  over  a  great  extent 
of  country,  feme  of  which  is  rough ;  hence  it  is  that  Philadel- 
phia is  crowded  with  waggons,  carts,  horfes  and  their  drivcjp, 
to  do  the  fame  bufinefs  that  is  done  in  New-York,  where  all 
the  produce  of  the  country  is  brought  to  market  by  water, 
ivith  much  lefs  (hew  and  parade.  But  Philadelphia  has  other 
advantages,  which  will  be  mentioned  in  their  proper  phce,  to 
compeniate  for  this  natural  dcfcd.  The  incrcafing  population 
of  the  fertile  lands  upon  the  northern  branches  of  the  (luafon 
mud  annually  increafe  the  amazing  wealth  that  is  coovcycd  by 
its  waters  to  New-York  ;  added  to  this,  the  ground  has  been 
marked  out,  the  level  afcertaincd,  a  company  incorporated,  by 
the  name  of  "  The  Prefident,  Pire£lors,  and  Company  of  the 
Northern  Inland  Lock  Navigation,  in  the  State  of  New-York," 
and  funds  fubfcribed  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  a  canal  from 
the  nearcH;  approximating  point  of  Hudibn's  river,  to  South 
bay,  which  empties  into  the  fouth  end  of  lake  Champlain  :  the 
diftance  is  eighteen  miles.  The  difference  of  level  and  the  face 
of  the  country  are  fuch,  as  to  juftify  a  belief  that  the  opening  of 
this  canal  will  not  be  Icfs  pra£licable  than  Mfeful. 

Saranac  river  pafles  through  Plattfburg  into  lake  Clinmphin  ; 
it  has  been  explored  nearly  thirty  miles,  apd  there  found  equal 
in  fize  to  the  mouth.  In  this  river  is  the  greatcd  abi4ndancc  of 
^(h,  fuch  as  falmon,  bal's,  pike,  pickerel,  trout,  &c. 

Sable  river,  not  far  from  the  Saranac,  is  fcarcely  fiKty  yards 
wide.  On  this  dream  are  remarkable  falls ;  the  whole  dcl'cent 
of  the  water  is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  feveral  pilches,  the 
grcated  of  which  is  forty  feet  perpendicular  :  at  the  foot  of  it 
the  water  is  unfathomable.  A  large  pine  has  been  leen,  in  i 
ffefljet,  to  pitch  over  endwile,  and  remain  feveral  minutes  uri' 
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dcr  water.  The  flream  is  confined  by  high  rock«  on  tithefr 
fide,  a  fpace  of  forty  feet,  and  the  banks  at  the  fills  are,  at 
leal),  as  many  feet  high.  In  a  frefljct  the  flood  wood  frequently 
lodgrs,  and  in  a  few  niiniitcs  the  water  riics  to  fidl  bnnks,  and 
then  hiirds  away  its  obftru^iions  with  a  mod  tremcndc^us  crafh. 
ing.  The  Big  and  Little  Chxzy  rivers  are  in  the  townfliip  of 
Champlain,  which  borders  on  the  Cunada  line;  both  arc  navi- 
gable  iome  m\lc(,  the  former  fix  or  fcven,  affording  good 
mill  feats — feveral  mills  arc  already  ercfled.  The  Britifh  have 
•  po(l,  and  maintain  a  imall  carrilon,  at  Point-au-fcr  in  this 
^ownfhip. 

'J'he  river  Boquct  paflci  through  tlie  town  of  Wilfboroiigh, 
in  Clinton  county,  and  is  navig.iblc  for  lnwts  about  two  miles, 
•nd  is  there  interrupted  by  f:dls,  on  which  are  mills.  At  tliis 
place  are  the  remains  of  an  entrenchment  thrown  up  l)y  Ge- 
neral Burgoync.  Here  he  gave  his  famous  war  feafl  to  his 
^*  numerouh  hoft  of  savaces,"  and  here,  probably,  he  fiift 
fonceivfd  that  celebrated  proclamation  which  he  afterwards 
/brought  forth. 

Black  river  rifes  in  the  high  country,  near  the  fourcc^  of 
Canada  Creek,  which  fills  into  Mohawk  river,  and  takes  its 
jCOurfe'north'WeU,  and  then  north-ealj,  till  it  dilcharges  itlelf  in- 
to Cataraqua,  or  Iroquois  river,  not  far  from  Swcgauchee:  it  is 
iaid  to  be  na.vignble  for  battcaux  up  to  the  lower  falls,  fixty 
miles,  which  is  diftant  from  the  flourifliing  fcttlement  of  Whitc- 
ftown  twenty-five  miU-s.  Tlic  whole  length  of  this  river  is 
Reckoned  at  one  hundred  and  twelve  miles. 

Onondago  river  rifcs  in  the  Oneid.i  lake,  runs  wcftwardly  in- 
to lake  Ontario  at  Olwcgo ;  it  is  navigable  for  boats  from  its 
snouth  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  fcvcnty-four  miles,  except  a  fall 
which  occalions  a  portage  of  twenty  yards,  thence  battcaux  go 
Tup  Wood  creek  almofl:  to  Fort  Stanwix,  forty  miles,  whence 
there  is  a  portage  of  amile  to  Mohawk  river.  Toward  ,the  head 
waters  of  this  river  falmon  arc  caught  in  great  quantities.  * 

Mohawk  river  rifes  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  about 
eight  miles  from  Black  river,  and  runs  fouthwardly  twenty  miles 
to  the  fort  ;  tht^n  eaftward,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  into  the 
Jiudfon.  J  he  produce  tha;(  is  conveyed  down  this  river  is  landed 
at  Skeneflady,  and  is  thence  carried  by  land  fixtcen  miles,  over 
a  barren  flirub  plain,  to  Albany.  Except  a  portage  of  about  a  mile, 
pccaftoncd  hy  the  little  falls,  fifiy-fix  miles  above  Skcneftady,  the 
^iver  is  palTablc  for  boats  from  Skeiiettady  nearly  or  q'.iitc  tt>  its 
fourcc.     The  prrpcnJicular  dclccnt  of  ijiclc   falls  is  eilimated  at 
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foriv-two  feet  in  the  courfc  of  one  mile  ;  and  it  is  fuppofcd, 
tliry  might   be  Icckcd  io  as  to  he    rendered  palinblc  tor  hoatf 
caiiyirig    five   tons,   for  about  fifteen  thouland  pounds  currency. 
The  Cohoez  in  this  river  rffc  a  grciit  ruriofify  ;  ihey  are  three 
miles  from   its  cntritnce   inKi   tl  i-   Iludlon.     The  river  is  about 
one  hundrcil  yards  wide,  lh(    <ock  over  v  l»irh  it  pours  as  over  a 
inill  dam,  rxtcnds  ahti'ift  in  a  line  >from  one   fide  of  the  river  to 
ihe   other,  artd   is   about      Mity  fctn  pfrpcndicular  height.      In- 
cluding the  dcicent  above,  the  fjll  js  as  much  .s  fixiy  or  I'tvcnty 
fcct ;    the   rocks   below,   in   loinc    pl.icrs,    art;   worn   ttiany    fert 
deep  by  the  couflnnl  fiiAion   of  the   wntcr.     The   view  of  thij 
tioinci.du()U.s  ««nraft  is  dinilnifli^rd  by  thr  height  of  the  banks  on 
each    lidc    «)f   the  river.      Abiut  ;i  mile  below  the  falls  the  livcr 
biainhcs   ami   fi^ms  n    hv^Q  iilind;  but  the  two  mouths  may  be 
/cen  at    the  1. nie  t  ii-c  ium  the  oppc  iiic  haj  k    of  the  Iludlon: 
the  bratichcs  are  i4)id;iblc  at  low  water,  but   arc  dangerous.     A 
company  by  the  name  of  "  Ihc  Prclidcnt,  Dit«£lors,  and  Compa- 
ny  ol    the    Wcflcin   Iid.ind    Loek    Navigntion,   in    the  State  of 
Ni;w-York,"     were    incorporated    by   tlie   Icgiflalurc    of    New- 
yoik,  in   Match,    1792,  for    the    purpole    of    opening    a  lock 
navigation    from    the   now    navigable   part   of    llydlon's    river, 
to  be    extended   to    lake    Ontario,  and    to    tlie     Seneca     lake. 
Thib  route   has  been   fniveycd  and    found    prafticable,  the    cx- 
peiicc    tjliniated,  and   the    funds    lublciibcd,  and    the    work    is 
to    be    ejjccuU'd  \vuh  all    j)oniblc    <lilp:itch.     The    opening  of 
tliis  navigation  will    be   a   vaft  acquifition   to  the    commerce  of 
tlii.s    Slate.      A    nu)ic   at    Icafl    one    thoufund    miles  in   length 
will,  in    cunleqiience    of  it,  be  wafhcd  by  beatable  waters,   cx- 
dulive    of   all    the  great    Lkts,  and  many   millions    of  acres  of 
cxecUent    tilhige    land,   rapidly    Icttling,  will    be    accommodated 
with    water    conimunitaiion    fpr    conveying    their   produce    to 
ri.uket. 

Delaware  river  rifcs  in  Lake  Utftayantho,  latitude  42°  2'J. 
and  takes  its  courle  louth-wcft,  untill  it  cr«>li'cs  into  I'cnnfyl- 
vjnia  in  latitude  4^4"  ;  thence  (outhwaidly,  dividing  Ncw- 
Yoik  from  Petuilylvania,  untili  it  (Irikcs  the  nort  -weft  cor- 
ner of  New-Jcriey,  in  latitude  41''  24';  and  the:'  paifcs  cff 
to  ica,  through  Delaware  hay,  having  Ncw-Jerlcy  on  the 
eaft   iiuc,   and    Tennlylvania    i;nd    Delaware  on  the  weft. 

Sulcpiehannah,  E.  Branch  liver  has  its  fuurcc  in  lake  Otfego, 
latitude  4^"  .55',  frcra  v.hith  it  takes  a  I'outh-v.eft  courle; 
it.  croiL's  tiic  hue  which  divides  Ncw-Yoik  and  Pennlylva- 
nia  three    times,  the   Lift  time    near  Tvosa  Puint,   where    it  rc- 
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ceives  Tyoga  river,  Batteaux  pafs  to  its  fource  ;  thence  to 
Mohawk  river  is    but    twenty  miles,  capable  of  good" roads. 

Tyoga  river  riles  in  the  Allegany  mountains,  in  about 
latitude  4^^,  runs  caftwardly  and  empties  into  the  Sufque- 
hapnah  at  Tyoga  Point,  in  latitude  41P  57',  It  is  navigable 
for    boats   about   fifty   miles. 

Seneca  r-ver  rifes  in  the  Seneca  country,  and  runs  caft- 
wardly, and  in  its  paffage  receives  the  waters  of  the  Seneca 
and  Cayuga  lakes,  which  lie  north  and  fouth,  ten  or  twelve 
miles  apart,  each  is  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  in  length, 
and  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  ^nd  empties  into  the  Onondago 
river,  fourteen  miles  above  the  falls,  at  a  place  called  Three 
Rivers.  From  Three  River  point  to  Onondago  lake,  up  Se- 
neca river,  is  twelve  miles.  Within  half  a  mile  of  this  lake 
a  lalt  fpring  idues  from  the  ground,  the  water  of  which  i§ 
falter  than  that  of  the  ocean  :  it  conftantly  emits  water  in 
fulficient  quantity  for  works  of  any  extent :  it  is  probable 
the  whole  country  will  be  fupplied  with  fait  from  thjs  fpring, 
^nd  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  This  fpring  is  the  property  of 
the  State,  This  river  is  navigable  for  boats  from  the  ibkcs 
downwards, 

Cheneffee  river  rifcs  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and 
runs  northwardly  by  the  Cheneffee  caflle  and  flats,  and  emp- 
ties into  lake  Ontario,  eighty  miles  call  of  Niagara  fort.  On 
this  river  is  one  fet  of  large  fulls,  not  far  from  its  junc- 
tion with  lake  Ontario.  The  inhabitants  improve  thcl'c  falls 
to   good   |)urpofe,  by    the   ereflion  of  mills  upon  them. 

The  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Allegany  river  heads  in  the 
Allegany  mountains,  near  the  lource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  runs 
direftly  weft  until  it  is  joined  by  a  larger  branch  from'  the 
fouthward,  which  riles  near  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah  :  their  junftiot)  is  on  the  line  betwecti  Pennlylvania 
and  New-York.  From  this  junftion  the  river  purlues  a 
north-weft  courfc,  leaving  a  fcgment  of  the  river  of  about 
fifty  milos  in  length,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  thence  it 
proceeds  in  a  circuitious  iowth-weft  direftion,  until  it  crofles 
into  Pennlylvania,  from  thence  to  its  entrance  into  {lis 
MiHiffippi  ;   it    has    already  been    dcfcribcd. 

There  are  few  fifii  in  the  rivers,  but  in  tlie  brooks  arc 
])lenty  of  trout  ;  and  in  the  lakes,  yclhnv  perch,  fun-fiih, 
ialmorr    trout,   cat-fifli,   and  a    variety   of  others. 

From  this  account  of  the  rivers,  is  is  ealy  to  conceive  the 
excellent  advantages  for  coriVipying  produce  to  market  fronfi 
every   part  of  the  Stale,        -'' 
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flie  fettkments  already  made  in  this  State,  are  chiefly  upon 
two  narrow  oblongs,  extending  from  the  city  of  New-York, 
ifaft  and  rth.  The  one  eaft,  is  Long-Ifland,  which  is  one 
hundred  *nd  forty  miles  long,  narrow,  and  furroundcd  by 
-ttie  lea.  The  one  extending  north  is  about  forty  miles  in 
breadth,  and  bifefted  by  the  Iludlbn  ;  and  fuch  is  the  inter- 
feftion  of  the  whole  State  by  the  branches  of  the  Hudfon 
the  Delaware,  the  Sufquehannah,  and  other  rivers  which  have 
been  mentioned,  that  there  are  few  places  throughout  its 
whole  extent,  that  are  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
from  fome  boatable  or    navigable  ftream. 

York  bay,  which  is  nine  miles  long  and  four  broad,  fpreads 
to  the  fouthward  before  the  city  of  New- York,  It  is  formed 
by  the  confluence  of  the  Eaft  and  Hudfon's  rivers,  and  em- 
bofoms  feveral  fmall  iflands,  of  which  Governor's  ifland  is  the 
principal  :  it  communicates  with  the  ocean  through  the  Nar- 
rows, between  Staten  and  Long-Iflands,  which  are  fcarcely  two 
miles  wide.  The  paflage  up  to  New- York  and  Sandy-Hook, 
the  point  of  land  that  extends  fartheft  into  the  fea,  is  fafe, 
and  not  above  twenty  miles  in  length.  The  common  navi- 
gation is  between  the  eaft  and  weft  banks,  in  about  twenty- 
two  feet  water.  There  is  a  light-houfe  at  Sandy-Hook  on  a 
peninfula    from  the  Jerfey  fhore. 

South  bay  lies  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  northern 
bend  in  Hiidfon's  river:  at  its  north  end  it  receives  Wood 
Creek  from  the  fouth,  which  is  navigable  feveral  miles,  and 
lined    with     fine  meadows  ;    foon  after    it  mingles  its    waters 

with  Eaft  bay,  which  ftretches  eaft  ward  into  Vermont,  At 
tlie  junftion  of  thele  bays  commences  another  bay  or  lake, 
from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  wide,  whofe  banks  are  ftecp  hills, 
or  cliffs  of  rocks,  generally  inacceffible.  At  Ticondcroga  this 
bay  receives  the  waters  of  lake  George  from  the  fouth-wcft, 
through  a  krgc  brook,  which  rolls  down  a  gentle  declivity, 
at  the  foot  of  which  were  formerly  a  fet  of  law  mills.  The 
waters  of  lake  George  are  one  hundred  feet  higher  than  thof« 
of  the  bay. 

Oneida  lake  lies  about  twenty  miles  weft  of  fort  Stanwix, 
and  extends  wcftward  about  thirty   miles. 

Salt  lake  is  Imall,  and  empties  into  Seneca  river  foon  after 
its  junftion  with  the  Onondago  river,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Three  River  point.  This  lake  is  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  faline  particles,  which  ciicuniftante  gave  rite  to  its  name. 
The  Indians  make  their  fait    from  it. 
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Lake  Otfego,  at  the  head  of  Sufquehannah  river,  is  about 
nine  miles  long  and  narrow,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  mile 
tvide.  The  land  on  the  banks  of  this  lake  is  very  good,  and 
the  cultivation  of  it  eafy. 

Caniadcrago  lake  is  nearly  a&  large  as  lake  Otfego,*  and  fix 
miles  weft  of  it.  A  ftreanrl  by  the  name  of  O^iks  creek,  ifl'ues 
from  it,  and  falls  into  the  SuCquehahnah  river,  about  five 
miles  below  Otfego.  The  beft  'cheele  in  the  State  of  New- 
York  is   faid  to   be    made   upon  the  borders  of  the  creek. 

Chatoque  lake  is  the  fource  of  Conawoiigo  river,  which 
Empties  into  the  Allegany  :  the  lower  end  of  it,  whence  the 
river  proceeds,  is  in  latitude  42<5  lo' ;  from  thnice  to  its  head 
is  about  twenty-five  miles.  From  the  north-weft  pait  Of  this 
to  lake  Erie  is  nine  miles,  and  was  once  a  communication 
iifed  by   the  French. 

Oit  the  north  fide  of  the  mountains,  In  Orange  county,  is 
a  very  valuable  traft  called  the  Drowned  Lands,  containing 
about  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  acres.  The  waters,  which  defcend 
from  the  furrounding  hills,  being  but  flowly  difcharged  by 
the  river  iffuing  from  it,  cover  thcfe  vaft  meadows  eyery 
■winter,  and  render  them  extremely  fertile  ;  but  they  expofe 
'  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  to  intcrmittents.  The  Walkhill 
river,  which  pafles  through  this  extenfive  amphibious  traft, 
and  empties  into  Hudlon's  river,  is  in  the  fpring  ftored  with 
very  large  eels  in  great  plenty.  The  bottom  of  this  river  is 
&  broken  rock  ;  and,  it  is  fuppofcd,  that  for  ttvo  thoufand 
pounds  the  channel  might  be  deepened  fo  as  to  let  off  all 
the  waters  from  the  meadows,  and  thereby  redeem  from  the 
floods  a  large  traft  of  rich  land,  for  grals  hemp,  and  Indian- 
corn. 

SOIL    AND    PRODUCTIONS. 

Befides  the  trees  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  various 
parts  of  this  State,  the  feveral  kinds  of  oak,  fueh  as  white, 
red,  yellow,  black,  and  chelnut  oak ;  white,  yellow,  fpruce, 
and  pitch  pines :  cedar,  fir-tree,  butternut,  alpin,  commonly 
called  poplar,  white  wood,  which  in  Pennfylvania  is  called 
poplar,  and  in  Enghind  the  tulip-tree,  rock,  maple,  the  lin- 
den tree,  which,  with  the  white-wood,  grows  on  the  low  rich 
ground,  the  button  wood,  fli rub- cranberry,  the  fruit  of  which 
hangs  in  clufters  like  grapes  as  large  as  cherries  ;  this  flirub 
too  grows  on  low  ground.  Befides  thefe  is  the  lumach. 
which  bears   cluflcis  of   red    berries  :     the  indians   chew   tlie 
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leaves  inftead  of  tobacco  ;  tTie  berries  are  ufed  in  dyes.  Of  the 
commodities  produced  fromi  culture,  wheat  is  the  ftaple.  Of 
this  article  in  wheat  and  flour,  equivalent  to  one  million  bufhela 
arc  yearly  exported.  Indian  corn  and  peas  are  likcwife  rnifed 
for  exportaition ;  and  rye,  oats,  barley,  &c.  for  home  coniump- 
tion. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  State  large  dairies  are  kept,  which  fur- 
hifh  for  the  market,  butter  and  cheefe.  The  bed  lands  in  this 
State  which  are  tholV  that  lie  along  the  Mohawk  river  and 
north  of  it,  and  weft  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  are  yet  moftly 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  but  are  moft  rapidly  fettling. 

The  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  raoft  northern  part  of  tlie 
State,  on  lake  Champlain  and  lake  George,  lies  about  midway 
between  Quebec  and  New-York,  and  from  two  hundred  and 
thirty  to  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  from  each,  and  is  fettled 
by  about  two  thoufand  inhabitants.  A  great  propoition  of  the 
iands  in  this  courury  are  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  produce  ia 
abundance  the  various  kinds  of  grain  cultivated  in  other  pnrts 
of  the  State.  The  inhabitants  maniifafturc  earthen  ware,  pot  and 
penrl  afh,  in  large  quantities,  which  they  export  to  New- York. 
orQuebecj  Their  wool  is  of  a  better  quality  than  that  which  is 
produced  in  more  fouthern  climates  ;  their  beef  and  pork  is  fecond 
to  none  ;  and  the  price  of  ftall-fed  beef  in  Montreal,  diftant 
fixty  miles  from  Pla||fburg,  is  fuch  as  to  encourage  the  farmers 
to  drive  their  cattle  to  that  market.  Their  forefts  fupply  them 
with  iugar  and  molaffes,  as  every  family,  with  no  more  impre-i 
ments  than  are  neceflary^for  common  ufe,  can  make  a  fufficiency 
for  its  owT^  confumption,  and  that  at  a  fealon  when  the  farmer 
can  be  no  otherwife  employed.  The  foil  is  well  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  hemp.  The  land  carriage  from  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try, in  tranlporting  their  produce  to  New-York,  does  not  ex- 
ceed eighteen  miles.  The  carrying  place  at  Ticonderoga  is  one 
mile  and  a  half;  and  from  Fort  George,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the 
lake  of  the  fame  name,  to  Fort  Edward,  is  about  fourteen  miles; 
after  which  there  are  two  or  three  fmall  obfti  uftions  by  falls, 
which  are  about  to  be  removed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  northern 
canal.  From  this  country  to  Quebec  arc  annually  fent  Inrge 
rafts,  the  rapids  at  St.  John's  and  Chawblce  being  the  only  in- 
terruption in  the  navigation,  and  thole  not  fo  great  but  that  at 
fome  fealbns,  balteaux  with  fixty  bulhcls  of  filt  can  aCrcnd 
them.  At  lome  diftance  from  the  lea,  I'alt  is  fold  at  half  a  dollar 
a  bulhel. 

In  the  northern  and  unfettled  parts  of  the  Stat^i  are  plenty 
of  moofe  deer,  bears,  iome  beavers,  martins,  and  moft  other  in- 
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habitants  of  the  forefl,  except  wolves.  Ducks,  growfe,  pfgeons^ 
tmd  filh  of  many  kinds,  and  particularly  falmon,  are  taken  in 
great  abundance  in  different  parts,  and  efpecially  in  the  coun- 
ty  of  Clinton.  At  the  mouth  of  Saranac  river,  which  falls  in- 
to Champlain,  the  I'almon  are  found  in  fuch  plenty,  that  it  is 
ufual  to  take  four  or  five  hundred  in  a  day  with  fpears  and 
fiiiall  fcoop  nets.  They  are  caught  from  May  till  November,  and 
make  excellent  falted  provifions,  and  every  cottager,  by  fpend- 
ing  an  hour  in  the  evening,  may  obtain  a  lufficient  fupply  for 
his  family. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  roads  in  this  State  have  becw  in  general  but  indifferently 
attended  to  till  within  the  two  or  three  laft  years.  The  legifla- 
ture,  convinced  of  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  matter, 
and  perhaps  flimulated  by  the  enterprizing  and  a£):ive  PennfyU 
vanians,  who  are  competitors  for  the  trade  of  the  weflern  coun- 
try, have  lately  granted  very  liberal  fums  towards  improving 
thofe  rbads  that  traverle  the  moft  fettled  parts  of  the  country, 
and  opening  fuch  as  lead  into  the  weflern  and  northern  parts 
of  the  State,  uniting,  as  far  as  pofTible,  the  eflablifhments  on 
the  Hudfon  river,  and  the  moil  populous  parts  of  the  interior 
country  by  the  nearefl  praflicablc  diflanqM.  A  pofl  regularly 
rides  from  Albany  to  the  Cheneffee  rivet,  ohce  a  fortnight, 
through  Whiteflown,  Geneva,  Canadaqua,  Canawargus,  and 
Williamfburgh,  on  the  Cheneffee  river.  By  this  eflablifhment 
a  fafe  and  dircft  conveyance  is  opened  between  the^mofl  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  United  States  to  the  wefl,  and  the  feveral  States 
in  the  Union. 

A  grand  road  was  opened  through  Clinton  county,  which 
borders  upon  Canada,  in  the  year  1790,  under  the  direftion  of  a 
Mr.  Rogers,  of  Duchefs  county,  and  after  him  called  Rogers's 
road.  This  road  adds  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  fafety  of 
travelling  between  the  State  of  New- York  and  Canada,  efpecially 
in  the  winter,  when  pafCng  the  lakes  on  ice  is  often  dangerous, 
and  always  uncomfortable. 

A  loadalfo  has  been  lately  cut  from  Katt's-kill,  on  the  Hudfon, 
weflwardly,  which  paffcs  near  Owalco  lake. 

A   bridge,  called   Staal's  bridge,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 

long,  and  of  a  lufficient  width   to  admit  two  carriages  abreaft, 

has  lately  been  thrown   acrols  Abram's  creek,  which    falls  into 

the  Hudfon  river,    near  the  city  of  Hudfon,  by  which  a  com. 

munication  with  the  country,  in  a  new  dircdion,   is  opened  from 
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ihe  city  of  Hudlbn  ;  and  a  diflance  favcd  of  four  or  five  mlleii 
|n  the  main  poft  road  from  Ncw-Yoik  to  Albany. 

Skaticook  bridge,  in  the  town  of  that  name,  ten  miles  from 
Lanfinburgh,  is  an  ingenious  (lru£lure,  built  at  the  private  ex- 
pcnfe  of  an  enterprifing  and  liberal  gentleman.  It  coft  one  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  pounds  currency. 

The  le^flature  of  this  State  have  granted  three  thoufand 
pounds  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  fproutb  of  Mohawk  river, 
whenever  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  fhall  be  luhfcribed 
and  paid.  ^  This  bridge  will  be  one  of  the  longeft  in  America, 
and  will  open  a  dire£^  communication  to  a  very  extenfive  coun- 
try, increafiqg  faft  in  population,  in  the  north-weftcrn  parts 
joi  the  State. 

MEDICINAL  SPRINGS. 

The  raofl  noted  fprings  in  this  State  are  thofc  of  Saratoga : 
they  arc  eight  or  nine  in  number,  fituated  in  the  margin  of  a 
marih,  formed  by  a  branch  of  KayadarolTora  creek,  about  twelve 
miles  weft  from  the  confluence  of  Fifh  creek  and  Hudfon's 
river.  They  are  furrounded  by  a  rock  of  a  peculiar  kind,  form- 
,ed  by  petrifaftions.  One  of  them,  however,  more  particularly 
attrafts  the  attention  ;  it  rifes  al>ove  the  furface  of  the  earth  five 
or  fix  feet,  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid.  The  aperture  in  the 
top,  which  difcovers  the  water,  is  perfeOily  cylindrical,  of  about 
nine  inches  diameter.  In  this  the  water  is  about  twele  inches 
below  the  top,  except  at  the  time  of  its  annual  difcharge,  which 
is  commonly  in  the  beginning  of  fummer.  At  all  times  it  ap- 
pears to  be  in  as  great  agitation  as  if  boiling  in  a  pot,  although 
it  is  extremely  cold.  The  (amc  appearances  obtain  in  the  other 
fprings,  except  that  the  furrounding  rocks  arc  of  different  figures, 
and  the  water  flows  regularly  from  them. 

By  obfervation  and  experiment,  the  principal  impregnation 
of  the  water  is  found  to  be  a  foflile  acid,  which  is  predominant 
in  the  tafte.  It  is  alfo  ilrongly  impregnated  with  a  faline  fub- 
ftance,  which  is  very  difcernible  in  the  tafte  of  the  water,  and 
jin  the  tafte  and  fmell  of  the  petrified  matter  about  it.  From  the 
corrofive  and  diflblving  nature  of  the  acid,  the  water  acquires  a 
chalybeate  property,  and  receives  into  its  compofition  a  portion 
of  calcareous  earth,  which,  when  feparated,  refemblcs  an  impure 
magnefia.  As  the  different  fprings  have  no  effential  variance  in 
the  nature  of  their  waters,  but  the  proportions  of  the  chalybeate 
impregnation,  it  is  rendered  probable  that  they  are  derived  from 
one  common  fource,  but  flow  in  feparate  channels,  where  they 
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have  connexion  with  metallic  bodies  in  greater  or  Icfs  propor- 
tions. The  ftoma'cha  of  fame  females,  however,  arc  fo  delicate, 
as  to  perceive  a  difference  in  the  cffcft  and  operation  of  the 
different  Iprirgs. 

The  prodigious  quantity^  of  air  contained  in  tWs  water  makes 
another  diftinguifliing  property  of  it.  This  air,  flriving  for 
jenlargcment,  j)ii  duces  the  fermentation  and  violent  aftion  of  the 
water  before  defcribcd.  After  the  water  has  flood  a  fmall  timft 
in  an  open  veffcl,  for  no  tight  one  will  contain  it,  the  air  ef- 
capes,  the  water  becomes  vapid,  and  Jofes  all  that  life  and  pun- 
gency which  diftinguiihcs  it  when  ftrfl  t^ken  from  the  pool. 
The  particles  of  dilfolved  earth  are  depofitcd  as  the  water  flow§ 
off,  which,  with  the  combination  of  the  lalts  and  fixed  air,  con. 
.Crete  and  form  the  rocks  aboijt  the  fprings. 

As  to  the  quality  of  thcie  medicinal  Iprings,  to  moft  people 
who  drink  the  waters,  they  are  at  firft  very  difagrceablc,  hav- 
ing a  (Irong,  brackilh,  briny  tafte  ;  but  ule  in  a  great  meafure 
takes  off  the  naufcoufnefs,  and  renders  them  palatable,  and  to 
jnany  veiy  grateful.  Upon  a  few  they  operate  as  an  emetic  ; 
upon  moft  as  cathartic  and  diuretic.  They  may  be  takeA  in 
very  large  quantities  without  fenfiblc  injury,  or  difagrceablc 
operation. 

■  The  following  curious  experiments  made  on  thefe  waters,  are 
extracted  from  Dr.  Mitchell's  Journal  : 

*'  A  young  turkey  held  a  few  inches  above  the  water  in  tbe 
crater  of  the  lower  fpring,  was  thrown  into  convulfions  in  Ic.'s 
than  half  a  minute,  and  gafping,  fliewcd  figns  of  approaching 
death  ;  but  on  removal  from  that  pliice,  autl  cxpoiure  to  the 
frcfli  air,  revived  and  became  lively.  On  immcrfipn  again  fnr  a 
minute  in  the  gas,  the  bij;^d  was  taken  out  lans^uid  and  motion- 
lefs. 

"  A  ftnall  dog  put  into  the  fame  cavity,  and  made  to  breathe 
the  contained  air,  was,  in  Icfs  than  one  minute,  tlirown  into 
convuUivc  motions,  made  to  pant  fur  breath,  and,  laHlv.  to  lofe 
entirely  the  power  to  cry  or  move  ;  when  taken  out,  he  wai 
too  weak  to  fland,  but  foon,  in  the  common  air,  acquired  llien<^:(h 
enough  to  rile  and  ftagger  away. 

"  A  trout  rectmtly  caught,  and  brifkly  fvvi—,;'ing  in  a  pail 
of  brook  water,  was  carefully  put  into  a  vein.,  juft,  hlled  from 
the  fpring,  the  fifh  was  inftantly  agitated  with  violent  convul- 
fions,  gradually  loil  the  capacity  to  move  and  pmle  illeif.  grew 
flupid  and  inlenfiblc.,  and  in  a  few  minutes  was  dead. 
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"A  candle  repeatedly  lighted,  and  let  down  near  the  furface 
pf  the  water  was  fuddculy  cxtinguiihed^  and  not  a  vefligp  of 
ifght  or  fire  remained  on  the  wick. 

"  A  bottle  filled  with  the  water  and  (liakcn,  emits  fuddenly 
a  large  quantity  of  aerial  matter,  thjit  cither  fprces  out  the 
cork,  or  makes  a  way  befide  or  through  jt,  or  burds  the 
veffel. 

"  A  quantity  of  whcatcn  flour  moiftened  with  this  water, 
and  kneaded  intq  dough,  when  made  into  cakes  and  put  into 
a  baking  pan,  rofe,  during  the  application  of  heat,  into  a 
Jight  and  fpongy  bread,  without  the  aid  of  yeaft  or  leaven  ; 
from  which  it  appears,  that  the  air  extricated  from  the 
water  is  precifely  fimilar  to  that  produced  by  ordinary  fer- 
mentation. 

*'  Some  lime  water,  made  of  flalaftifes  brought  from  the 
fubterranean  cave  at  Rhyncbcc,  became  immediately  turbid 
on  mixture  with  the  fpring  water,  but  when  the  water  had 
been  lately  drawn,  the  precipitate  "was  quickly   rc-diffolvcd. 

"  Some  of  the  rock  lurrounding  the  fpring,  on  being  put  into 
the  fire,  calcined  to  quick-lime  and  flaked  very  well. 

"  When  the  aerial  matter  has  evaporated,  the  water  lofcs 
its  tranfpareacy,  and  lets  fall  a  calcareous  fediment :  whence 
it  is  evident  that  the  gas  is  aerial  acid,  that  the  rock  is  lime- 
ftone,  and  that  by  means  of  the  former,  the  water  becomes 
capable  of  diffolving  and  conveying  the  latter." 

Great  numbers  of  people,  under  a  variety  of  maladies,  refort 
jto  thefe  fprings,  and  many  find  relief,  and  a  confidcrable 
number  a  complete  cure,  particularly  in  bilious  diforders,  fait 
fheum,  and  relaxations.  But  as  the  waters  are  unfriendly 
and  even  fatal  in  fome  diforders,  they  ought  to  be  ufed  under 
the  dircftion  of  a  phyficijpl  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  qualities  of  the  waters,  and  the  dileafes  of  the  patient. 
Ignorant  of  the  fuitablencfs  of  the  waters  to  their  complaints, 
many  have  imprudently  thro\yn  away  their  lives  in  the  ufc  of 
jthem.  , 

New-Lebanon  fprings  are  next  in  celebrity  to  thofe  of  Sara- 
toga. New-Lebanon  is  a  pleafant  village,  fituated  partly  in 
a  vab,  and  partly  on  the  declivity  of  hills.  The  pool  is  fituat- 
ed on  a  commanding  eminence,  overlooking  the  valley,  and 
furrounded  with  a  few  houfes,  which  afford  but  indifferent 
accommodations  for  the  valet  idinarians  who  refort  here  in  fearch 
of  health.  The  waters  have  an  agreeable  temperature,  and  are 
not  unplcalant  to  the  tafte.  Ivoin  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Mitchell    it    appears,    that    the    water    contains    iron,     lime, 
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neutral  faik,  fixed  air,  ^or  any  other  acid ;    that  foap    unites 
<very  well  with  the  water,  makes  a  good  lather,  and  is  excellent 
for  bleaching    cloths;    that  the  fpring    is  a   Thermet,    and   hus 
plenty  of  lime-fton^  in  its  neighbourhood.     Its  warmth  k  fo 
coniid?rable,  that  during  the  coolnefs  of  the  morning,  even  in 
Augufl,  copious   vapours   aic    emitted   by   the    pool,    and   the 
ilream  which   iffucs   from   it,  for  a  confiderable   diftancc  ;  but 
the  evaporated  matter  has  no  peculiar  odour.     From  all  which 
particulars  taken  together,  this  theory  rationally  refult ;  a  quan- 
tity of  iron  and  brimftone,    fomcwhere  within  the  mountain, 
«re,  by  rcafon  of  their  chemical  affinity,  in  the  aft  of  combin- 
ing into  martial  pyrites.     During  their  aftion  upon  each  other, 
heat  is  produced,  and  pure  air  is  abforbed.     The  water  running 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  bed  of  pyrites  bonows  fome  of 
its  heat,    and  receives  alfo  that  part  of  the  atmolpheric   fluid 
which  remains  after  the  confumption  of  the  pure  air,  i,  c.  Joul^ 
or  azotic  gas.     But  as  the  heat   is  excited  in  the  bowels  of  a 
calcareous  mountain,    it   happens,    that   by  the   combination  of 
the  limeji one  with  a  very  fmaU  portion  of  the  fulphur,  a  calcareous 
hepar  is  formed^  which  flying  off  in  the  form  of  hepaticK  gas, 
gives  an  exceedingly   flight  tinfture  to    the  water  of  the   pooU 
Thefe  waters  are  ufed  with  fuccefs,  it   is  faid,  in   fcorbutic  and 
rheumatic    difcafes,    fait    rheUms,    &c.    but   are   pernicious  to 
conrumptive  perfons. 

In  the  new  town  of  Renffallaer,  nearly  oppofite  to  the  city 
of  Albany,  a  medicinal  fpring  has  lately  been  difcoveied  com,. 
bining  moft  of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  celebrated  wa- 
ters of  Saratoga.  Should  further  experiments  confirm  the 
favourable  opinion  already  entertained  of  this  fpring,  it  wilj 
prove  a  fortunate  difcovery  fqflUthe  city  of  Albany,  and  for 
the  country  adjoining,  as  well  sif^Jor  the  invalids  who  annually 
refort  to  Saratoga,  under  many  inconveniencles  apd  at  a  great 
/cxpenfe. 

The  fait  fprings  we  have  already  mentioned.  The  weight 
of  a  bufliel  of  the  fait  made  of  thefe  waters  is  fifty- fix 
pounds,  and  is  equal  in  goodnefs  to  that  imported  from  Turks 
ifland. 

This  Statt  embofoms  vail  quantities  of  inm  ore.  Naturalifts 
obferve  that  ore,  in  fwamps  and  pondy  ground,  vegetates  and 
increafes.  There  is  a  dh'T  mine  at  Philipfburgh,  which  pro- 
duces virgin  fiiver.  Lead  is  found  in  Hcikcmer  county,  at.d 
fulphur  in  Montgomery.  Spar,  zink,  or  fpelter,  a  femi-mera., 
magncz,  ufed  in  glazings,  pyrites  of  a  golden  hue,  various  kinds 
of  copper  ore,  and  lead  and  coal  mines,  are  found  in  this  State, 
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Aifo  petrified  wood,  plafter  of  Paris,  ifingtafs  in  fheets,  talc 
and  cryllals  of  various  kinds  and  colours,  flint,  aibcftps,  and 
feveral  other  foflils.  A  linall  black  (lone  has  alfo  been  found, 
which  vitrifies  with  a  fmall  heat,  and,  it  is  laid,  «ukcs  excellent 
glafs. 

ISLANDS. 

There  are  three  iflands  of  note  belonging  to  this  State,  v'xz^ 
Yoik-Ifland,  which  will  be  hereafter  dclciibcd,*  Long-Ifland 
and  Staten-Ifland. 

Long-Iiland  extends  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  tor' 
minates  with  Montauk  point.  It  is  not  more  than  ten  miles  in 
breadth  on  a  medium,  and  is  feparated  from  Conne£licut  by 
Long-Ifland  found.  The  ifland  is  divided  into  three  counties  j 
King's,  Queen's  and  Suffolk. 

King's  county  lies  at  the  wefl;  end  of  Long-Ifland,  oppoflte 
New- York,  and  is  not  above  ten  miles  long  and  eight  abroad  ; 
the  inhabitants  are  principally  Dutch  and  live  well ;  it  contain^ 
a  number  of  pleafant  villages,  of  which  Flatbufli,  Brooklyn  and 
Bedford,  a^e  the  principal. 

Queen's  county  lies  next  to  King's  as  you  proceed  eaflward  ; 
it  is  about  thirty  miles  long  and  twelve  broad.  Jamaica, 
Newtown,  Hampflead,  in  which  is  a  hadlbme  court-houfe, 
and  Oyfter-bay,  are  the  principal  villages  in  this  county. 

Suffolk  county  is  about  one  hundred  miles  long  and  ten 
broad,  and  comprehends  all  the  eaffern  part  of  the  ifland  and 
feveral  little  iflands  adjoining,  viz.  Shelter  ifland,  Fiftier's 
ifland.  Plum  ifland,  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Its  principal  towns 
are  Huntington,  Southampton,  Smithtown,  Brook-Haven,  Eaft- 
Hampton,  in  which  is  the  academy,  Southhold  and  Bridge- 
Hampton. 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  is  flat  land,  of  a  light  fandy  foil, 
bordered  on  the  fea  coaft  with  large  tra£b  of  fait  meadow, 
extending  from  the  weft:  point  of  the  ifland  to  Southampton ; 
this  foil,  however,  is  well  calculated  for  raifing  grain,  efpccial- 
ly  Indian  corn.  The  north  fide  of  the  ifland  is  hill  y  and  of  a 
ftrong  foil,  adapted  to  the  culture  of  grain,  hay,  and  fruij.  A 
ridge  of  hills  extends  from  Jamaica  to  Southhold.  Large  herds 
of  cattle  feed  upon  Hampfltead  plain,  and  on  the  lalt  marflics 
upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland. 

Hampflead  plain,  in  Queen's  county,  is  a  curiofity;  it  ij 
fixtcen  miles  in  length,  cafl;  and  weft,  andl'evenor  eight  miles 
wide  \  the  foil  is  black,  and  to  appearance  rich,  and  yet  it  wa* 
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^cver  known  to  have  any  natural  growth,  except  a  kind  of 
wild  grafs  ami  a  few  fhrub!;.  It  is  frequented  by  vaft  numberr 
of  plover.  Rye  grows  tolerably  well  on  fomc  parts  of  the 
plain.  The  moll  of  it  lies  common  for  cattle,  horfes,  and 
fhcep.  As  there  is  nothing  to  impede  the  profpeft  in  the 
whole  length  of  this  plain,  it  has  a  curious  but  tirefomc  effcd: 
upon  the  eye,  not  unlike  that  of  the  ocean. 

Eafl  of  this  plain,  on  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  is  compara- 
tively a  barren  heath,  overgrown  with  (hrub  oaks  and  pines, 
amongll  which  it  is  fuppofcd  there  are  feveral  thoul'and  deer. 
It  is  frequented  alfo  by  a  great  number  of  growfe,  a  very  de- 
licious bird.  LaW»  have  been  paifed  for  the  prei'ervation  of 
xhcfe  birda  and  the  deer. 

It  is  remarkabbe,  that  on  Montauk  point,  at  the  eafl  end 
of  the  ifland,  there  are  no  thes.  Between  this  point  and  Eaft- 
Hampton  is  a  beach  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  in  the  cen- 
ter of  which  was-  found,  about  fifty  years  ago,  under  a  fand 
hill  which  was  blown  up  by  the  wind,  the  enliic;  Ikcleton  of  a 
large  whale,  nearly  half  a  mile  from  the  water. 

There  arc  very  few  rivers  upon  the  iihnd  ;  the  largftft  i» 
Peakonock,  which  riies  about  ten  miles  weft  of  a  place  called 
River  head,  where  the  court-houfe  ftands,  and  runs  eaftcrly 
into  a  large  bay  dividing  Southhold  from  Southampton  ;  in  thi» 
bay  are  Robin  and  Shelter  iilands. 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifl:and  is  indf  r»ed  with  numerous  flreams 
of  various  fizes,  which  fall  into  a  lurge  bay  two.  or  three  miles- 
over,  formed  by  a  beach  about  eighty  rods  wide,  which  appears' 
like  a  border  to  tlie  ifland,  extending  from  the  weft  end  of  it 
to  Southampton.  Through  this  beach  in  various  places,  are 
inlets  of  fuch  depth  as  to  admit  of  veflcls  of  fixty  or  I'eventy  tons. 
This  bay  was  formerly  frefli  water.  Oyfters,  clams,  and  fifli  of 
various  kinds,  arc  caught  with  eafe,^  and  in  great  plenty  in 
this  bay,  with  Icines,  during  the  winter  fcaibn.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  lee  forty  or  fifty  veflcls  here  loading  with  oyfters 
at  the  fame  time.  And  what  is  almoft  incredible,  but  lupportcd 
by  the  teftimoiiy  of  pcrfons  of  veracity,  well  informed  as  to 
the  matter,  tliirty  waggon  loads  of  bafs  have  been  ciught  in  this 
bay  at  one  draught. 

Rockonkama  pond  lies  about  the  center  of  the  ifland,  be- 
tween Smithtown  and  Iflip,  and  is  abu^t  a  mile  in  circumfer- 
Ciicc  ;  tfiis  pond  has  been  found  by  oblervation  to  rife  gradually 
for  Icvcral  years  usitil  arrived  to  a  certain  height,  and  then  to 
fall  more   rapidly   to  its  lowcft  bed,  and  thus  it  is  continual!/' 
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ebbing  and  flowing.  The  caufe  of  this  curious  phe^  >m«non 
has  never  been  invedigated.  Two  miles  to  the  foutt  d^d  of 
this  pond  is  a  cohftderable  flream,  called  Conne£licut  rivcri 
which  empties  into  the  bay. 

There  are  two  whale  fidieries,  one  from  Sagg  hirbouf', 
which  produces  about  one  thouf'and  barrels  of  oil  annually  j 
the  other  is  much  fmaller^  and  is  carried  on  by  tlie  inhab.  iUts 
in  the  winter  feafon  f'rom  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland.  Ihey 
commonly  catch  from  three  to  feven  whales  in  a  feafon,  which 
produce  from  twenty-five  to  forty  barrels  each,  of  oil.  This 
fifliery  was  formerly  a  fource  of  confiderable  wealth  to  the  in- 
habitants, but  through  a  fcarcity  of  whales  it  has  greatly  de- 
clined of  late  years. 

There  is  a  confiderable  trade  carried  on  from  Sagg  harbour, 
whence  is  exported  to  the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  whale 
oil,  pitch-pine  boards,  horfcs,  cattle,  flax  feed,  beef,  &c.  The 
produce  of  the  middle  and  weftern  parts  of  the  iAand  is  carried 
to  New- York.  This  ifland  contains  more  than  thirty-fevea 
thoufand  inhabitants. 

Staten  ifland  lies  nine  miles  fouth-weft  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  forms  Richmond  county :  it  is  about  eighteen  miles 
in  lengthy  and,  at  a  medium,  fix  or  feven  in  breadth,  and  con- 
tains three  thoufand  ei^ht  hundred  and  thirty-fivc  inhabitant^. 
On  the  fouth  fide  is  a  confiderable  traft  of  level,  good  land,  but 
the  ifland  in  general  is  rough  and  the  hills  high.  Richmond  is 
the  only  town  of  any  note  on  the  ifland,  and  that  is  a  poor 
inconfiderable  place.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  defcen- 
ilants  of  the  Dutch  and  French. 

CI^ILDIVISIONS. 


The  State  is  divided  into  nineteen  counties,  viz.  New-York, 
Albany,  Suffolk,  Queen's,  King's,  Richmond,  Weft-C'cfter, 
Orange,  Ulfter,  Duchefs,  Columbia,  Ranlellacr,  Wafliington, 
Clinton,  Montgomery,  Ontario,  Herkemcr,  Otfcgo,  and  Tyoga, 
which,  by  %\  aft  of  the  legiilature,  palled  in  March,  1788, 
were  fubdivided  into  townihips. 

The  three  laft-mentioned  counties  have  been  feparated  from 
Montgomery  fincc  the  cenfus,  and  have  acquired  the  greater 
part  of  their  in^bitants  fubrequerlt  to  th;it  period,  moft  of 
whom  emigrated  from  the  New-England  States.  The  county  of 
Herkemcr  is  compoled  of  the  towns  of  German  Flats,  Herke- 
mer,and  Whlteftown,  which,  in  1792,  was  divided  into  feve- 
ral  other  towns,  and  contained  in  1790,  according  to  the  cenfus, 
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four  tHoufand  fcvcn  hundred  and  twenty-three  inhabitantf  j 
fince  which  this  number  has  been  incrcafed  tu  upwards  of 
fourteen  thoufand. 

The  town  Hi ip»,  into  which  the  counties  are  divided,  are 
corporations  invedcd  with  certain  privileges.  The  ad  direflii 
that  the  freeholders  in  the  fevcral  townfliips  {hall  aflfemblc  in 
town  meetings,  on  the  firfl  Tuclday  in  April  annually,  and 
chufe  their  own  officers,  viz.  one  fupervifor,  one  town  cleric, 
from  three  to  fcven  afTcflfors,  one  or  more  collcdors,  two  over- 
feers  of  the  poor,  commilTioncrs  of  highways,  condables,  fence- 
viewers,  pound-madcrs,  &c,  thele  are  to  hold  their  refpcfiive 
offices  one  year,  or  until  others  be  chofcn.  This  aft,  which 
appears  to  have  originated  from  a  fpirlt  of  pure  rcpublicanifm, 
came  in  force  the  firft  day  of  April,  17H9,  It  has  a  happy 
tendency  to  dilTcminate  through  the  State  i'uch  infurmatiou 
and  luch  principles  as  are  calculated  to  cherifh  the  fpirit  of 
freedom,  and  to  fupport  the  republican  government.  The  fic- 
quent  colle£lion  of  people  in  town  meetings  makes  them  ac- 
quainted with  each  other,  and  affimilates  their  ideas  and  their 
manners  :  their  being  invefted  with  power  makes  them  feel 
their  importance,  and  roufes  their  ambition  ;  their  town  meet- 
ings will  be  a  fchool,  in  which  all  the  free  citizens  of  the 
State  may  learn  how  to  tranlaft  bufincls  with  propriety,  and 
in  which  they  may  qualify  themfelves  for  the  higher  offices  of 
the  State ;  the  number  of  public  offices  will  be  incrcafed, 
%vithout  increafing  the  expenfes  of  the  State  ;  and  the  defue 
of  promotion  is  innate  in  human  nature,  and  as  ambition  to 
poiTefs  the  requifttc  qualifications  commonly  accompanies  this 
defire,  the  probability  is,  that  the  number  of  pcrfons  qualified 
for  public  offices  will  be  incrcafed,  and  of  courle  the  number 
of  good  citizens  proportionably  multiplied,  and  the  I'ubordi- 
nate  civil  affairs  of  the  State  moire  faithfully  and  more  regu- 
larly tranla6;ed. 

C  H  1  E  F   T  O  \V  N  S. 


There  are  three  incorporated  cities  in  this  State  j  New-York, 
Albany  and  Iludlbn. 

NJu  ..        ORR  _^    ' 

Is  the  capital  of  the  State,  jnd  ftands  on  the  fouth-weft 
point  of  Manhattan,  commonly  called  New-York  ifland,  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eaft  rivers.  The  principal  4)art 
•f  the  city  lies  en  the  cafl  fiJc  of  the  ifl^^nd,  although  the  build- 
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ings  extend  from  one  river  tu  the  other.  The  length  of  th« 
city  nn  Ead  river  is  about  two  miles,  but  fiilU  much  fliort  of 
(hat  <li(lance  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudlon.  Its  breadth,  on  an 
average,  is  ncaily  thicc  fourths  of  a  mite,  and  its  circumference 
may  be  four  miles.  Tiic  plan  of  the  city  ia  not  perfeAly  re- 
gular, but  is  luid  out  with  reference  to  the  fituation  of  the 
ground.  The  ground  which  n\  , is  unoccupied  before  the  peace 
of  1^83,  was  laid  out  in  parallel  (Ireets  of  convenient  width, 
which  has  )  ad  a  good  eflc£l  upon  the  parts  of  the  city  lately 
built.  The  principal  ilreets  run  nearly  parallel  with  the  rivers  ; 
thefe  are  intcrlcfted,  though  not  at  right  angles,  by  (Irccts 
running  from  river  to  river.  In  the  width  of  the  (Irccts  there 
it  a  great  divcrfuy.  Water-ftreet  and  Pearl-ftrcct,  {ci-devant 
(^ucen-ftrect)  which  occupy  the  bunks  of  Eiii  river,  arc  very 
conveniently  lituatcd  for  bufincfs,  but  they  are  low  and  too 
narrow,  not  admitting,  in  Come  places,  of  walks  on  the  fides 
for  foot  palFengcrs.  Broad- ftrcct,  extending  from  the  Exchange 
to  City-hall  }  is  fufficicntly  wide  ;  this  was  originally  built  on 
each  fide  of  the  creek,  which  penetrated  almoft  to  the  City- 
hall  ;  this  ftrcet  is  low  but  plealant.  But  the  mod  convenient 
and  agreeable  part  of  the  city  n  the  Broadway  ;  it  begins  at  a 
point  which  is  formed  by  the  junAion  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eaft 
rivers,  occupies  the  height  of  land  between  tliem  upon  a  true 
meridional  line,  riles  gently  to  the  northward,  is  near  feveiity 
feet  wide,  adorned,  w'  tre  the  fort  formerly  flood,  (which  has 
been  lately  levelled)  with  an  elegant  brick  edifice  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  a  public  walk 
from  the  extremity  of  the  point,  occupying  the  ground  of  the 
lower  battery,  which  is  now  demolifhed  ;  alio  with  two  epif- 
copal  churches,  and  a  number  of  elegnnt  private  buildings.  It 
terminates,  to  the  northward,  in  a  triangular  area,  fronting 
the  bridewcU  and  alms-houie,  and  commands  from  any  point, 
a  view  of  the  bay  and  narrows.  . 

Since  the  year  1788,  that  part  of  the  city  which  was  buried 
in  ruins  during  the  war  has  been  rapidly  rebuilding  ;  the 
ftreets  widened,  flraitened,  raited  in  the  middle  under  an  angle 
■lulHcient  to  carry  off  the  water  to  the  fide  gutters,  and  foot- 
ways of  brick  made  on  each  fide.  At  this  time,  the  part 
that  was  deflroyed  by  fire  is  almoft  wholly  covered  with 
elegant  brick  houles. 

Wall-flreet  is  generally  fifty  feet  wide  and  elevated,  and 
the  buildings  elegant.  Hanover-iquarc  and  Dock-flreet  are 
conveniently  fituated  for  bufinel's,  and  the  houfes  well  built. 
William-flrcct  is  alio  elevated  and  convenient,  and  is  the  prin- 
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cipal   market   for    retailing    dry   goods.       Many  of  the   other 
ilreets  are  pleafant,  but  moft  of  them  are  irregular  and  narrow. 

The  houlics  are  generally  built  of  brick  and  the  roofs  tiled ; 
there  are  remaining  a  few  houfes  built  after  the  old  Dutch 
manner,  but  the  Englifti -tafte  has  prevailed  almoft  a  century. 

Upon  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  land  a  fort  with  four 
baftions  formerly  ftood,  and  alfo  a  battery  below,  The  area 
of  the  fort  contained  an  elegant  houfe  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  royal  governors,  and  was  confumed  by  fire  in  Goveiv 
nor  Tryon's  time*  Thi?  fort  and  battery  were  removed  in 
the  year  1791. 

The  molt  magnificent  edifice  in  this  city  is  Federal-hall, 
iituated  at  the  head  of  Broad-ftreet,  where  its  front  appears  to 
great  advantage ;  the  bafemeht  ftory  is  Tufcan,  and  is  pierced 
with  feven  openings ;  four  maffy  pillars,  ip  the  center  fupport 
four  Doric  columns  and  a  pediment,  The  freeze  is  ingenioufly 
divided,  to  admit  thirteen  (lars  in  metopes ;  thefe,  with  the 
American  Eagle,  and  other  infignia  in  the  pediment,  and  the 
tablets  over  the  windows,  filled  with  the  thirteen  arrows  and 
the  olive-branch  united,  mark  it  as  a  building  defignated  for 
national  purpofcs.  After  entering  from  the  Broad-ftreet,  we  find 
a  plainly  finifhed  fquarc  room  flagged  with  ftone,  and  to  which 
the  citizens  have  .free  accefs  ;  from  this  we  enter  the  veflibule 
in  the  center  of  the  pile,  which  leads  in  front  to  the  floor 
of  the  reprcfentativcs  room,  or  real  Federal-hall,  and  through 
two  arches  on  each  fide  by  a  public  ftair-cafe  on  the  left, 
and  by  a  private  one  on  the  right  to  the  fepate-chamber  and 
)ubl)ies. 

This  veftibule  is  paved  with  marble — is  very  lofty  and 
well-fini{hed ;  the  lower  part  is  of  a  light  ruftic,  which  fup- 
ports  a  handfome  iron  gallery  ;  the  upper  half  is  in  a  lighter 
ilyle,  and  is  finifhed  with  a  iky-light  of  about  twelve  by  eigh. 
teen  feet,  which  is  deicorated  with  a  profufion  of  ornament  iti 
the  richcft  tafte.  The  reprcfentativcs  room  is  a  fpacious  artd  ele- 
gant apartmeqt  fixty-one  feet  deep,  fifty-eight  wide,  and  thirty- 
fix  high,  a  coved  ceiling  of  about  ten  feet  high  not  included, 
This  room  is  of  an  oftangular  form  ;  four  of  its  fi4es  are  rounded 
in  the  manner  of  niches,  and  give  a  graceful  variety  to  tlic 
whole  ;  the  windows  are  large  and  placed  fixtecn  feet  from  the 
floor;  all  below  them  is  finifhed  with  plain  wainfcot,  interrupted 
pn!y  by  four  chimnies ;  but  above  theie  a  number  of  Ionic  column* 
and  pilafters,  with  their  proper  entablature,  are  veiy  judici- 
fiif\y  difpofed^   and  give  ^icai  clogaticc.       la   the  pauucls  be- 
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twcen  the  windows  trophies  are  carved,  and  the  letters  U.  S.  in 
a  cypher  furrounded  with  laurel.  The  Ipeaker's  chair  is  oppo- 
fite  the  great  door,  and  ratfed  by  feveral  Heps  ;  the  chairs  for  the 
members  are  ranged  femicircularly  in  two  rows  in  front  of  the 
Ipeaker  ;  there  are  two  galleries  foi  the  accommodation  of  fpec- 
tators. 

On  the  left  of  the  veftibule  is  a  lobby,  nineteen  by  forty-eight 
feet,  finifhed  with  Tufcan  pilafters ;  this  leads  to  the  fenate  cham- 
ber, which  is  forty  feet  long,  thirty  wide  and  twenty  high,  with 
an  ai;x:hed  ceiling ;  it  has  three  windows  in  front  and  three  back  ; 
thcffe  in  front  open  into  a  gallery  twelve  feet  deep,  guarded  by 
an  elegant  iron  railing.  In  this  gallery  General  Wafhington,  at- 
tended by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  took  hit 
oath  of  office  as  Prefidcnt,  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  and  in  pre- 
fence  of  a  large  concourfe  of  people  aifembled  in  front. 

The  fenate  chamber  is  decorated  with  pilafters  of  an  order  In- 
vented by  Major  L'Enfant  the  architefi,  which  have  a  magnifi- 
cent appearance.  The  marble  which  is  ufed  in  the  chimnies  is 
American,  and  for  beauty  of  (hades  and  polifli  is  equal  to  any  of 
its  kind  in  Europe.  Befides  thcfe,  there  are  ieyeral  other  rooms 
for  ufe  and  convenience  ;  a  library,  lobbies,  and  committee  rooms 
above,  and  guard-rooms  below.  The  building,  on  the  whole, 
does  much  credit  to  the  ingenuity  and  abilities  of  the  architc6l. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city  arc,  three  houfes  for 
public  worlhip  for  the  Dutch  reformed  church,  four  Prelbyte- 
rian  churches,  three  Epifcopal  churches,  one  Englifh  Difienters, 
two  for  German  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts,  two  Friends'  meeting- 
houfes,  two  for  Baptifts,  two  for  Methodifts,  one  for  Moravians, 
one  Roman  Catholic  church,  one  French  Proteftant  church  out 
of  repair,  and  a  Jew's  fynagogue.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  the  go- 
vernor's houfe  already  mentioned,  a  moft  elegant  building,  the. 
college,  gaol,  exchange,  alms-houfe,  houfe  of  correftion,  and 
feveral  other  buildings  of  lei's  note.  The  city  is  accommodated 
with  five  markets  in  different  parts,  which  are  furniflied  with  a 
great  plenty  and  variety  of  provifions  in  neat  and  excellent 
order. 

The  flpfvernment  of  the  city,  which  was  incorporated  in  1696, 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  counciL 
The  city  is  divided  into  feven  wards,  in  each  of  which  there  is 
chofen  annually  by  the  people  an  alderman  and  an  afliftant,  who, 
together  with  the  recorder,  are  appointed  annually  by  the  coun- 
(cil  of  appointfAent. 
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The  mayor's  court,  which  is  held   from  time  to  time  by  ad> 
journment)  is  in  high  reputation  as  a  court  of  law. 

A  court  of  fefllons  is  likewifc  held  fur  the  trial  of  criminal 
caufes. 

The  fttuation  of  the  city  is  both  healthy  and  pleafant ;  fur* 
rounded  on  all  fides  by  wjiter,  it  is  refrcfhcd  with  cool  breezes 
in  fummer,  and  the  air  in  winter  is  more  temperate  than  in  other 
places  under  the  fame  parallel.  York  ifland  is  Hfteen  miles  in 
length,  and  hardly  one  in  breadth  ;  it  is  joined  to  the  Maine  by 
a  bridge,  called  King's  bridge.  The  channels  between  Long  and 
Staten  iflands,  and  between  Long  and  York  iilands,  are  lb  nar- 
row as  to  occafion  an  unufual  rapidity  of  the  tides,  wliich  is  in* 
crcafed  by  the  confluence  of  the  waters  ol  the  Hudlon  and  £aft 
rivers;  this  rapidity,  in  general,  prevents  the  ob fir u6lion  of  the 
channel  by  ice,  fo  that  the  navigation  is  clear,  except  for  a  few 
days  in  feafons  when  the  weather  is  uncommonly  fevere.  There 
is  no  bafon  or  bay  for  the  reception  of  (hips ;  but  the  road 
where  they  lie,  in  Eaft  river,  is  defended  from  the  violence  of 
the  fca  by  the  iilands,  and  excellent  wharfs  extends  from  the 
upper  fhip-yards  aU)ng  the  S.  E.  fide  of  the  city  to  the  S.  "W. 
point  of  the  battery,  and  from  tlience  along  the  N.  W.  fide  as 
high  as  the  new  Ihip  yard,  a  diftancc  of  at  leall  three  miles  and  a 
half,  which  intciiock  with  each  other,  fo  that,  except  that  of 
Rhode-Idand  and  Portland,  in  the  diilri£l  of  Maine,  the  harbour 
of  New-York,  which  admits  (hips  of  any  burthen,  is  the  bcfl 
in  the  United  States. 

This  city  is  cftecmed  the  mod  eligible  fituation  for  commerce 
in  the  United  States.  It  almod  nccclfarily  commands  the  trade 
of  one  half  of  New-Jerfcy,  moft  of  that  of  Connc6licut,  and 
part  of  that  of  Maflachufctts,  and  almofl  the  whole  of  Vermont, 
bcfides  the  whole  fertile  interior  country,  "which  is  penetrated 
by  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  America.  This  city  imports  moft 
of  the  goods  conlumed,  between  a  line  of  thirty  miles  eaft  of 
Conncfticut  river,  and  twenty  miles  weft  of  the  Hudlon,  which 
is  130  miles,  and  between  the  ocean  and  the  confines  of  Canada, 
about  four  hundred  miles  ;  a  confiderable  portion  of  which  is 
the  heft  peopled  of  any  part  of  the  United  States,  and^c  whole 
territory  contains  at  Icall  eight  hundred  thoufand  people,  or  one 
fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union.  Bclides,  fomc  of  the 
ether  States  are  pari iiilly  fupplied  with  goods  from  New-York. 
But  in  the  ftaple  commodity  (flour)  Pennlylvania  and  Maryland 
have  exceeded  it — the  fupcrfine  flour  of  thole  States  commanding 
a  higher  price  than  that  of  New-York  ;  not  that  the  quality  of 
the  grain  iu  this  State  is  worle,  but  becaufc  greater  attention  is 
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paid  in  thofe  States   to  the  infpcflion  and   manufa^ure  of  that 
article. 

In  the  manufafture  likewife  of  iron,  paper,  cabinet  works,  &c, 
Pennfylvania  exceeds  not  orUy  New-York  but  all  her  filler  Sates. 
In  time  of  peace,  however,  New-York  will  command  more  com- 
mercial bufinefs  than  any  town  in  the  United  States.  In  time  of 
war  it  will  be  infecure  without  a  marine  force  ;  but  a  finall  num- 
ber of  (hips  will  be  able  to  defend  it  from  the  moft  formidable 
attacks  by  fea. 

A  want  of  good  water  is  at  prefent  a  great  inconvenience  to 
the  citizens,  there  being  few  wells  in  the  city  ;  moft  of  the  peo^ 
pie  are  fupplied  every  dny  with  frelh  water,  conveyed  to  their 
doors  in  calks,  from  a  pump  near  the  head  of  Pearl-ftreet,  which 
receives  it  from  a  fprinp  almuit  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the 
city.  This  well  is  about  twenty  feet  deep,  and  four  feet  diame- 
ter. The  average  quantity  drawn  daily  from  this  remarkable 
well  is  one  hundred  and  ten  hogfheads  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
gallons  each.  In  fome  hot  fummer  days  two  hundred  and  fixtech 
hoglheads  ha/e  been  drawn  from  it,  and  what  is  very  lingular, 
there  are  never  more  or  lefs  than  three  feet  of  water  in  the  well. 
The  water  is  fold  commonly  at  three  pence  a  hogfhead  at  the 
pump.  Several  propofals  have  been  made  by  individuals  to  fup- 
ply  the  citizens  by  pipes,  but  none  have  yet  been  accepted. 

New-York  is  the  gayeft  place  in  America  ;  the  ladies  in  the  ' 
rtchnefs  and  brilliancy  of  their  drefs,  are  not  equalled  in  any 
city  in  the  United  States,  not  even  in  Charlefton,  South  Carolina, 
which  has  heretofore  been  called  the  center  of  the  beau  wonde. 
The  ladies,  however,  are  not  folely  employed  in  attention  to 
drefs ;  there  are  many  who  are  fludlous  to  add  to  brilliant  ex- 
ternal accomplifhments,  the  more  brilliant  and  lafting  accomplifh- 
ments  of  the  mind  :  nor  have  they  been  unfucccfsful ;  for  New- 
York  can  boaft  of  great  numbers  of  refined  talle,  whofe  minds 
are  highly  improved,  and  whole  converfation  is  as  inviting  as 
their  perfonal  charms  :  tinftuved  with  a  Dutch  education,  they 
manage  their  families  with  good  economy  and  fingular  neatncfs. 

In  point  of  fociability  and  hofpitality,  New-York  is  hardly  ex- 
ceeded by  any  town  in  the  United  States.  If,  however,  in  re- 
gard to  thele  agreeable  charafterift'.cs,  the  preference  mull  be 
given  to  any  one  place,  it  decidedly  belongs  to  Charlefton,  South- 
Carolina.  Some  travellers  have,  in  thcle  refpecls,  given  Bofton 
the  preference  to  New-York. 

An  inquirer,  who  would  wifh  to  acquaint  himfclf  with  tlu- 
ftatcof  the  people  of  New-York,  their  manners  and  government, 
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would  naturally  a(k  the  citizens  for  their  focietics  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  fcienceSj  arts,  manufa£lures,  &c.  for  their  public 
libraries  ;  for  their  patrons  of  literature ;  their  well-regulated 
academies  ;  for  their  female  academy  for  inftru£ling  young  ladies 
in  geography,  hiflory,  belles  lettres,  &c.  Such  inquiries  might 
be  made  with  propriety,  but  could  not  at  prefent  be  anfwered 
fatisfa£borily.  From  the  Ipirit  of  improvement,  however,  which 
has  of  late  appeared,  there  is  real'on  to  believe,  that  this  trait  in 
the  charafter  of  the  citizens  of  New-York  will  foon  give  place 
to  one  didinguilhed  for  a  preference  forthel'e  things. 

On  a  general  view  of  this  city,  as  defcribed  thirty  years  ago, 
and  in  its  preCent  (late,  the  comparifon  is  flattering  to  the  pre- 
fent age,  particularly  the  improvements  in  tade,  elegance  of 
manners,  and  that  eal'y  una(fe£ted  civility  and  politenefs  which 
form  the  happinei's  of  focial  intercourfe. 

It  is  found  by  a  memorandum  in  one  of  the  old  regiflers,  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city,  taken  by  order  of  the 
king,  in  the  year  1697,  was  as  follows : 

TMen       -     -     -     -         546  , 

Women       _     -     -        1018  ' 

Young  men  and  boys        864 
1^  Young  Women  and  girls  899 

3727 

{Men  -----  ?09 
Women  -  -  -  -  205 
Boys  and  girls     -     -       161 

575 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
York,  in  1 756,  was  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one ; 
1771,  twenty-one  thoufand  eight  hundred «nd  ftxty-three  ;  1786 
twenty-three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourteen  ;  t  790,  thirty- 
three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  fmce  which  time 
they  have  iucrealed  far  beyond  the  proportion  of  any  preceding 
period, 

ALBANY. 

The  city  of  Albany  is  fituated  upon  the  weft  fide  af  Hudfon's 
Tiver,  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  in  latitude  4£''  36',  and  is,  by  charter  granted  in  1686, 
one  mil-e  upon  the  river,  and  fixteen  back.  It  contains  upwards 
of  one  thoufand  houfes,  built  mollly  by  trading  people  on  the 
margin  of  the  river.  The  houfes  ftand  chiefly  upon  Pearl, 
Market,  and  Water-ftreets,  and  fix  other  ftrcets  or  lanes,  which 
crofs  them  at  right   angles.     They  arc  moftly  built   in  the  old 
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Dutch  Gothic  ftyle,  with  the  gable  end  to  the  ftreet,  which 
cuftom  the  firft  i'cttlers  brought  with  them  from  Holland.  The 
gable  end  is  commonly  of  brick,  with  the  heavy  moulded  orna< 
mcnt  fianting,  with  notches,  like  Ilairs,  and  an  iron  horfe  for 
a  weather-cock  at  top.  The  houfes  are  ieldom  more  than  one 
ftory  and  a  half  high,  and  have  but  little  convenience,  and  lefsi 
elegance  ;  but  they  are  kept  very  neat,  being  rubbed  with  a 
mop  almofl:  every  day,  and  fcourcd  every  week.  Many  new 
houfes,  however,  have  lately  been  built  in  this  city,  all  in  the 
modern  ftyle  ;  the  inhabitants  are  paving  the  ftreets  in  the 
New- York  plan  with  foot-ways,  and  making  other  impx'ove- 
ments. 

The  city  of  Albany  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants, 
coUefted  from  various  parts.  As  great  a  variety  of  languages 
are  fpoken  in  Albany  as  in  any  town  of  the  United  States,  but 
the  Englifli  predominates,  and  the  uie  of  every  other  is  con- 
ftantly  lelfening.  Adventurers,  iii  purfuit  of  wealth,  are  led 
here  by  the  advantages  for  trade  which  this  place  affords. 

Albany  is  unrivalled  in  its  fituation.  It  ftands  on  the  bank  of 
one  of  the  fineft  rivers  in  the  world,  at  the  head  of  a  floop  na- 
vigation. It  enjoys  a  falubrious  air,  as  is  evinced  by  the 
longevity  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  the  natural  emporium  of  the 
increafing  trade  of  a  large  extent  of  country  weft  and  nortji ; 
a  country  of  an  excellent  foil,  abounding  in  every  article  of 
the  Weft-India  market,  plentifully  watered  with  navigable  lakes, 
creeks,  and  rivers,  as  yet  only  partially  peopled,  but  fettling 
with  almoft  unexampled  rapidity,  and  capable  of  affording  fub^ 
fiftence  and  affluence  to  millions  of  inhabitants.  No  part  of 
America  affords  a  more  eligible  opening  for  emigrants  than  this; 
and  when  the  contemplated  locks  and  canals  are  completed,  the 
bridge  over  the  Mohawk  river  erefted,  and  convenient  roads 
opened  into  every  part  of  the  country,  all  which  will,  it  is 
expefted,  be  accoipplilhed  in  a  few  years,  Albany  will  probably 
increafe  and  flourifh  beyond  almoft  every  other  city  or  town 
in  the  United  States. 

The  well-water  in  this  city  is  extremely  bad,  fcarcely  drink- 
able by  thofe  who  are  not  accuftomed  to  it.  It  oozes  through 
a  ftiff  blue  clay,  and  it  imbibes  in  its  paffagc  the  fine  particles 
common  to  that  kind  of  foil;  this  dilcolours  it,  and  when  ex- 
pofed  any  length  of  time  to  the  air,  it  acquires  a  difagreeable 
kafte.  Indeed,  all  the  water  for  cooking  is  brought  from  the 
river,  and  many  families  ufe  it  to  drink.  The  water  in  the 
wells  is    unwhofefomc,  being  full  of  little  infe£ls,    refembling, 
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except  in  fize,  thofc.  which  we  frequently  fee  in  IlagnafcJ 
irain-watcr.  But  the  inhabitants  arc  about  to  remedy  this  in- 
convenience, by  conftrufting  water-works  to  convey  good 
water  iiii.o  the  city. 

The  public  buildings  are,  a  Low  Dutch  Church,  one  for 
Prcfbytcrians,  one  for  Germans  or  High  Dutch,  one  for  Epif- 
copalians — a  hofpital,  the  city-hall,  and  a  handibme  brick  gaol. 


HUDSON. 


The  city  of  Hudfon  has  had  the  moft  rapid  growth  of  any 
place  in  America,  if  we  except  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  It  is 
fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  in  latitutc  42^  23'y 
and  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  north  of 'Kew-York  ;  thirty 
miles  fouth  of  Albany,  and  four  miles  weft  from  Old  Claverack 
town.  It  is  furrounded  by  an  extenfive  and  fertile  back  coun- 
try,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  fizc  and  population,  carries  on 
a  large  tnde. 

No  longer  ago  trran  the  autumn  of  1783,  Meflrs.  Seth  and 
Thomas  Jenkins,  from  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
havfng  firft  teconnoitered  all  the  way  up  the  river,  fixed  on 
the  unfettled  fpot,  where  Hudfon  now  ftands,  for  a  town.  To 
this  fpot  they  found  the  river  was  navigable  for  veffels  of  any 
fize.  •  They  purchafed  a  traft  of  about  a  mile  fauare,  border- 
ing on  the  river,  with  a  large  bay  to  the  fouthward,  and  divid- 
ed it  into  thirty  parcels  or  (hares.  Other  adventurers  were 
admitted  to  proportions,  and  the  town  was  laid  out  in  fqliarcs, 
formed  by  fpacious  ftreets,  crolfing  each  other  at  right  angles  r 
each  fquare  contains  thirty  lots,  two  deep,  divided  by  a  twen- 
ty feet  alley ;  each  lot  is  fifty  feet  in  front,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  depth. 

Ill  the  fprhig  of  17.84,  feveral  houfes  and  ftores  were  ereft- 
ed.  The  incrcafc  of  the  town  from  this  period  to  the  fpring 
of  1786,  two  years  only,  was  aftonifhingly  rapid,  and  reflefts' 
great  honor  upon  the  enterprifing  and  perfevering  fpirit  of  the 
original  founders.  In  the  fpace  of  time  juft  mentioned,  no  Icfs 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling  houfes,  befidcs  fhops, 
barns,  and  other  buildings,  four  warehoufes,  fcveral  wharfs, 
fpermaceti  woiks,  a  covered  rope  walk,  and  one  of  the  beft 
diftilleries  in  America,  were  erefted,  and  fifteen  hundred  fouls 
coUcfted  on  a  fpot,  which,  three  years  before,  was  improved 
as  a  farm,  and  but  two  years  before  began  to  be  built.  Its 
incrcafc  fincc  hjs  been  very  rapid  ;  a  printing-office  has  been 
eftablUhed,  and  fevcral  public  buildings  have  been  erefted,  be- 
&dcs  dwelling;  houfes,  ftores,  &c.      The  inhabitants  arc  plenti- 
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futly  and  conveniently  fupplied  with  water,  brought  to  their 
(Cellars  in  wooden  pipes  from  a  i'pring  two  miles  from  the  town. 

It  (lands  on  an  eminence,  from  which  are  cxtenfive  and  de- 
lightful views  to  the  north-weft,  north,  and  round  that  way  to 
tlie  fouth-eaft,  confifting  of  hills  and  vailics,  variegated  with 
woods  and  orchards,  corn-fields  and  meadows,  with  the  river, 
vwhich  is  in  moft  places  a  mile  over,  and  may  be  feen  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  to  the  northward,  forming  a  number  of  bays 
and  creeks.  From  the  fouth-eaft  to  the  fouth-weft,  the  city  is 
fcreencd  with  hills  at  different  diftances,  and  weft,  afar  off  over 
the  river  and  a  large  valley,  the  profpeft  is  bounded  by  a 
chain  of  ftupendou:;  mountains,  called  the  Kattfkill,  running  to 
the  weft-north-weft,,  which  add  magnificence  and  lublimity  ttt 
the  whole  fcene. 

Upwards  of  twelve  hundred  fleighs  entered  the  city  daily, 
for  feveral  days  together,  in  February,  1786,  loaded  with  grain 
,of  various  kinds,  boards,  fliingles,  ftavcs,  hoops,  iron  ware, 
ftone  for  building,  fire-wood,  and  fundry  articles  of  provifion 
for  the  market,  from  which  fomc  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
advantage  of  its  fituation  with  I'efpeA  to  the  country  adjacent, 
which'  is  every  way  extcnfive  and  fertile^  particularly  weft- 
ward.  The  original  proprietors  of  Hudfon  offered  to  purchafc 
a  traft  of  land  aj^joining  the  fouth  part  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
and  were  conftrained,  by  a  refufal  of  the  propofition,  to  be- 
come competitors  for  the  commerce  of  the  northern  country 
when  otherwife  they  would  have  added  grriat  wealth  and  con- 
fcquence  to  Albany. 
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Poughkeepfie  is  the  (hire  town  of  Duchcfs  county,  and  is 
fituated  upon  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon^s  river,  and  north  of 
Wappingkill  or  creek.  It  is  a  pleafant  little  town,  and  has 
frequently  been  the  feat  of  the  State  government. 
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LANSINBURGH. 

Lanfinburgh,  formerly  called  the  New  City,  ftands  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Hudfon,  juft  oppofite  to  the  fouth  branch  of  Mohawk 
river,  and  nine  miles  north  of  Albany,  It  is  a  very  flourifliing 
j>lape,  pleafantly  fituated  on  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  a  hill, 
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cUneral  bescriptio^ 


KINGSTON. 

Kingfton  is  the  county  town  of  Ulftcr.  Before  it  was  burnt 
by  the  liiitifli,  in  1777,  it  contained  about  two  hundred  houfcs 
icgulnrly  built  ou  iui  elevated  dry  pliiii,  at  the  mouth  of  a 
little  jjlcaliint  ftrcam,  culled  Elbpus-kill  or  creek,  that  empties 
into  the  Hudfon,  but  is  nearly  two  miles  wed  from  the  river 
T)ie  town  has  been  rebuilt. 


$KENECTADY, 

Skcncftady  is  fixtcep  miles  north-weft  of  Albany,  in  Albany 
County,  fituated  on  the  biuks  of  the  Mohawk  river,  The 
town  is  compaft  and  regular,  built  of  brick,  and,  excepting  a 
few,  in  the  old  Dutch  ftylc,  on  a  rich  flat  of  low  land,  fur. 
rounded  with  hills,  The  windings  of  the  river  through  the 
town,  and  the  fields,  which  arc  often  overflowed  in  the  Ipring, 
afford  a  beautiful  proipcft  about  harveft  time.  As  it  is  at  the 
foot  of  a  navigation  on  a  long  river,  which  paflcs  through  a  very 
fertilf  country,  one  would  fuppofe  it  to  embraca  much  'of  th« 
commerce  of  it ;  but  originally  knowing  no  other  than  the  fur 
trade,  fincc  the  revolution  the  place  has  decayed,  and  no  advan- 
tage been  taken  of  its  happy  fituation. 
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fLATTSBURGH, 

Plattfljurgh  is  an  extenfive  townfhip  in  Clinton  county,  fivuar 
ted  on  the  wcfl  margin  of  lake  Champlain.  From  the  fouth 
part  of  the  town  the  mountains  turn  away  wide  from  the  lake, 
and  leave  a  charming  trait  of  excellent  land,  of  a  rich  Joam,  well 
watered,  and  about  an  equal  proportion  fuitable  for  meadow  and 
for  tillage.  The  land  rifes  in  a  gentle  afccnt  for  leveral  miles 
from  the  lake,  of  which  every  farm  will  have  a  delightful 
view.  Seven  years  ago,  this  townftiip,  and  the  whole  county, 
indeed,  which  at  prefent  contains  fcvcral  thoufand  inhabitants, 
was  a  wilderneis  ;  now  they  have  a  houfe  for  public  wbrfhip, 
a  court  houi'c,  and  gaol.  The  courts  of  common  pleas  and  ge- 
neral feflions  of  the  peace  fit  here  twice  in  a  year.  They  have 
artilans  of  almoft  every  kind  among  them,  and  furnilh  among 
themlclves  all  the  materials  for  building,  glafs  excepted.  Polite 
circles  may  here  he  found,  and  the  genteel  traveller  be  enter- 
tained with  the  luxuries  of  a  fea  port,  a  tune  on  the  harpfi- 
chord,  and  a  philolophical  converlation.  This,  with  mi'.ny  other 
inflanccs  of  the  kind,  icrve   to  verify  a  prophetic  remark;  in  a 
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letter  of  Congrcfs  to  their  conftituenMi,  written  in  a  time  of 
gloomy  dcfpondcncy,  to  the  following  purport :  "  Vaft  lake* 
and  rivers,  Icarccly  known  or  explored,  whole  waters  have 
rolled  for  ages  in  filence  and  oblcurity  to  the  nrean,  and  ex- 
tcnfive  wildcrnefl'cs  of  fertile  foil,  the  dwelling  place  of  favago 
beafts,  Ihall  yet  hear  the  din  of  induftry,  become  fubfervient 
to  commerce,  and  boa(^  iightful  villas,  gilded  I'pircs.  and  fpa- 
cious  cities  rifing  on  their  banks,  and  titcids  loaded  with  the 
fruit  of  cultivation." 

Bcfidcs  the  towns  and  cities  already  mentioned,  there  arefeveral 
newly  laid  out  on  the  river  Hudlon,  viz. — Fayette  oppofite  the 
city  of  Iludlbn— Sparta  on  the  eaft-fidc,  about  forty  miles  above 
?»Jew-York,  an  eligible  fituation  for  a  manufaftoring  town. 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State,  in  1786,  was  two 
hundred  and  thirty-eigth  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
feven,  of  which  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighly- 
ninc  were  blacks.  In  17,56,  there  were  eighty-tiirce  thoufniid 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  wlutes,  and^  thirteen  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  forty-two  blacks,  ninety-fix  thoufand  leven 
hundred  and  fevcnty-five  in  the  whole.  In  i77i>  there  were 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  whites,  and  nineteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  ;>nd  eighty- 
three  blacks ;  total  one  hundred  and  fixiy-eight  thoufand  and 
feven.  From  the  above  enumerations  it  appears,  that  the  ave- 
rage increafe  of  inhabitants,  from  1756  to  1786,  wus  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- four,  .  The  population  in  1790, 
was  three  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twcuty  ; 
but  from  what  has  already  been  obferved  refpefting  New-York, 
Albany,  8cc.  it  is  evident  that  the  prefent  number  of  inhabi- 
tants cannot  be  much  fhort  of  four  hundred  thoufand.  A  con- 
fiderablc  part  of  thefc  have  emigrated  from  Europe  and  l])c 
New-England  States.  Thele  emigrations  have  been  very  nume- 
rous, particularly  from  Rhode-Illand,  Conne£licut,  and  Maffa- 
chufetts,   fince  the  peace  of   1783. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  number  pf  inhabitants  in 
pch  town  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1790  : 
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KING'S   COUNTY. 
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Q  U  E  E  N's   COUNTY. 
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DUCHESS  COUNTY,  Continued, 
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ORANGE   COUNTY. 
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ULSTER  COUNTY. 
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ALBANY   COUNTY. 
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20U2 

33^9 

23 

69 

1242 

1308 

2405 

4» 

843 

9o4 

1670 

I 

128 

73» 

868 

1404 

53 

693 

841 

1456 

18 

27 

770 

794 

1436 

10 

61 

568 

7^-4 

»«99 

48 

566 

700 

1J48 

1 

33 

4og 
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694 

1 

343 

180 

170 

328 

78 

6 

8 

9 

6 

804 

653 

1443 

26 

572 

»737 

1696 

3262 

»7 

707 

800 

822 

»474 

8 

302 

475 

357 

835 

8 

305 

530 

4»5 

861 

1 

5 

707 

740 

1311 

»3 

410 

3^9 

B65 

1 

5 

542 

435 

936 

8 

»52 

899 

675 

1483 

34  3»» 

.  18549 

18866 

34227 

17013924! 

8318 
6795 

7333 
4996 
^602 

307» 
3035 
3071 

2539 

2447 

1833 

756 

29 

349^ 
7419 

3406 
1980 
182a 

2771 

1470 
2073 

3472 


7573^^ 
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Mi. 


If 
If 


TOWNS 

Free  white  males  of  i6 
years  and  upwards. 

Free  white  males  under 
16  years  of  age. 

B 

1 
1 

a 

S. 
1 

< 

to 
0 

> 
It 

Total. 

Otiego      -     -     -     . 

6^3 

427 

698 

e 

8 

170a 

Caughnewaga     - 

1128 

106B 

1928 

4 

13s 

4261 

1 

Palatine     -     -      -    . 

805 

>     815 

158^ 

IC 

1^2 

3404 

Mohawk 

1088 

1  i4'i 

2092 

8 

1 1 1 

4440 

German  Flatts     -     - 

354 

'     3°' 

630 

2 

20 

1307 

ilerkcrmer     -     -    - 

406 

388 

72. 

1 

8 

1525 

Wliites-l'own     -■    - 

68c 

443 

749 

3 

7 

1891 

Chemung 

648 

64.1 

1091 

1 

7 

2391 

Connaloxharrie 

1648 

^5¥ 

2868 

6 

9C 

6156 

Harpetsftcld 

52.C 

42-' 

77" 

6 

1726 

Cheijiango      -     -     . 

1  Q 

0 

1 1; 

20 

v" 

7866 

7201 

13152 

41 

588 

28848I 

WASH] 

N  G  T  0  N 

c  0  U 

N  T 

Y. 

Salcin-Town     - 

581 

561 

1021 

1 

22 

2186 

GranV^ille     -    -    -  - 

580 

56/. 

1093 

2240 

Argvlc      -      -      - 

62.) 

64(1 

1057 

M 

2341 

Wcaficid  -   -    - 

54^ 

59^ 

9.59 

9 

2103. 

Hebron      -     -     -     . 

401 

47^5 

818 

1703 

Queer  fberry 

2(n 

27. 

543 

1 

1080 

King{l)cny    -      - 

29* 

291 

529 

1 

1 120 

Whiithall      -     -     - 

200 

21,: 

38, 

1 

1 

806 

Ilampton     -     -     * 

lOl 

13' 

224 

463 

3615 

3752 

6625 

3 

47 

1404;' 

C  L  1 

N  T  0  N    C 

0  U  N 

T  Y. 

Champlai..-Town     - 

188 

125 

247 

ic 

•   3 

578 

Fhittlhua;h     -     - 

»5.*-: 

108 

18. 

»3 

458 

vVcllIbiUHh     -    - 

I, 

»3' 

86 

15^ 

1 

37i 

Crown  Point    -     - 

7;^> 

3^ 

9' 

1 

16 

2  0^ 

54^' 

357 

67?^ 

»7 

1614 

Ontario  C.ountv     - 

524 

»9^ 

34- 

t 

1 1 

xoT-. 
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45 


28848 


2i86 
2240 

2341 
2103. 
1703 
1080 
1 1 20 
8o( 
463 


1404:' 


578 
45« 

37>^. 

2  0'. 


1614 


107  ■ 
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COUNTIES 
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?!    M> 


iJid 


s 
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Richmond  County, 
K,ing's  do. 
Queen's  do. 
Sriffolk  do. 
N.York  city  &county 
W  ft.  Cheftcr  County 
Dutchefs  do. 
Orange  do. 
Ulftcr  do. 
Columbia  do, 
Albany  do. 
Montgomery  do. 
Wafliington  do. 
Clinton  do. 
Ontario  do. 


749 

751 

144^; 

993 

700 

MM 

3554 

2863 

6480 

37o<^ 

3273 

7187 

8500 

5907] 

15254 

5939 

5330 

10958 

109O8 

1 1^62 

20940 

4600 

4340 

838., 

7058 

6791 

1248ft 

^573 

6737 

12744 

18549 

.  8866 

34227 

786  b 

7201 

»3»5^ 

361  = 

3752 

6625 

54^ 

357 

678 

524 

19' 
78121 

34'-! 

83700 

1 52320 

1  27 

46 

808 

1 126 
t  ie.1, 

357 
44c 

201 

*57 

5>o 

170 

41 

3 
16; 

6 


1654 


7.5S 
H3'' 

2  30r 

109S 
2369 
t%  1 9 
185^ 

9^^f\ 
2906 
1623 

94'^'' 
588 

47 

1/ 
1 1 


1^1324 


3835 

4495 
16014 

16440 

33131 
24003 

45266 

18492 

29397 
27732 

7573^'" 
28848 

1 4042 

1614 

1075 


340120 


CURIOSITIES. 

In  the  county  of  Montgomeiy  is  a  fmall  rapid  (Iream,  emptying 
into  Scroon  lake,  weft  of  lake  George  ;  it  runs  luider  a  hill,  the 
bale  of  which  is  fixly  or  feventy  yards  diaincier,  forming  a  moft 
curious  and  beautiful  arch  in  the  rock,  as  white  as  fnow.  The 
fury  of  the  water,  and  the  roughncis  of  thebiittom,  added  to  the 
terrific  noife  within,  has  hitherto  prevented  any  per fon  from  paf- 
fing  through  the  chafm. 

In  the  townfbip  of  Willfborough,  in  Clinton  Comity,  is  a  curi- 
ous Iplit  rock.  A  point  of  amountain,  which  projefted about  fifty 
yards  into  lake  Champlain,  appears  to  have  been  broken  by  fomc 
violent  flii^ck  of  nature.  It  is  removed  from  the  main  rock  or  moun- 
tain about  twenty  feet,  and  the  oppofite  lides  fo  cxaftlyluit  each 
other,  that  there  needs  no  otlier  proof  of  their  having  been  once 
united.  The  'point  broken  off  contains  about  half  an  acre,  and  1$ 
(.ovcred  with  wood.  Tiie  height  of  the  rock  on  each  fide  of  the  Hl'- 
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fure  is  about  twelve  feet,   Rpund  this  point  i;  9  fpapious  bay,  flicl- 
fered  from  the  fouth->vei^  and  north-weft  winds  by  the  furround- 

^'  ing  hills  and  woods.  On  the  weft  fide  are  four  or  five  finely  culr 
^ivated  fajrms,  which  ajtpgcther,  at  certain  feafons,  and  in  certaiq 
fituations,  for||ri  one  pf  the  moft  beautiful  landfcapes  imaginable, 
**  Sailing  unde:*  this  coaft  for  fevefal  miles  before  you  come  tq 
pplit  Rock,  the  mountains^  r(|d{$  and  barren,  Term  to  hang  over 
the  paffienger  and  thrcateji  del^ruftipn. — A  water,  boundlefs  to 
fthe  fight,  lies  before  him  ;  man  feels  his  own  Uttleneis,  and  inf^ 
delity  itfelf  pays  an  unwilling  homage  to  the  Creator.  InR.antly 
and  uncype^edly  the  fcepe  changes,  and  peeping  >vith  grepdy 
eye  through  the  fiffurcj  nature  prefects  to  the  view  a  lilver  bafon^ 
4  yerdant  lay/n,  a  humble  cottage,  a  golden  hai  vcft,  a  majeftic 
foreft,  a  lofty  mountain,  an  a^ure  (ky,  rifing  one  above  another 
♦•  in  ju(l  gradation  to  the  ama?ing  whole."* 

In  the  beginning  of  jhe  year  1792  a  very  extraordinary  cavern, 
at  a  place  galled  by  the  Indians,  Scpaljpot,  on  the  eftate  of  the 
Mifs  Rutfens,  at  Rhynbeck,  ii>  Dutcbcfs  covinty,  was  cljfcovered, 
A  lad  by  chance,  pafling  near  it^  er>tranpc,  which  lay  bptween 
^wo  huge  rocks  on  the  declivity  of  a  fteep  hill,  on  prying  into 
fhe  glooipy  recefs,  faw  the  top  of  a  ladder,  by  which  he  delcendcd 
about  ten  feet,  and  found  hitnfelf  in  a  lubterraneous  apartment, 
|nore  capacious  than  be  chofe  to  inveftigate.  He  found,  however, 
^hat  it  had  been  jhe  abode  of  perfons,  who  probably  during  the 
war  not  daring  to  be  fcen  openly,  had  taken  ftielter  there,  as  bits 
pf  cloth  and  pieces  of  leather  ^^e  fcattered  about  its  floor.    His 

,  then  left  the  placp,  apd  little  i^iR-e  was  thought  of  it,  until  the 
month  of  Qftober  following;  when  the  writer  of  the  followiiig 
account  made  one  of  a  large  party,  who  went  from  the  feat  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  on  purpofe  to  examine  it.  "  We 
found  itseptran.ce  much  fmaller  than  we  expeftcd,  and  with  feme 
difHculty  gained  the  ladder,  by  means  of  which  the  remaining 
dei'cent  was  made  tolerably  eafy.  Two  young  ladies  were  with 
us,  who  had  heroiCm  enough  to  make  the  trophimium  tour  with 
us.  We  had  fix  candles  to  fcrutiui^e  the  recedes  of  the  apart- 
ment,  where,  perhaps,  light,  for  upwards  of  five  thoufand  years 
before,  had  never  gleamed.  We  f<jund  the  cave  divided  by  a 
narrow  paii'age  into  two  divifions  ;  the  firft  being  about  feven- 
teen  feet   in   length,  and  fo  low,    that  a   child  of  eight  years 


*  Mr.  M.  L.  Woolfcy,  of  Plattfburgh.     To  this  ingenious  gentleman  the  pulf 
}ic  are  indebiccl  for  much  valua|}le  icturiniition  concerning  Clinton  county- 


->..■ 


or  NEW, YORK, 


8|f 


0^4  ^oui4-  ^ut  d^^  YTiW.  upright   in  it;  the  breadth  i$  about 
eight  QX  ten  feet.     The  fccpnd,  bet>veen  twelve  and  fourteen 
feet  in  length,  but  much  higher  and  broader  than  the  firfl;.     In 
this  laft  room  we  found  that  three  bat£  had  taken  up  their  wintef 
quarter?,  and  hung  fufpended  frpip  the  roof,  as  it  wejre,  by  ih% 
yery  tips  of  the  wings.     But  what  ma^es  the  cave  peculiarly 
worthy  of  notice  is  the  petrifying  quality  of  thiC  water,  that  by 
a  gentle  oozing,  continually  drops  from  every  part  of  tl^e  ceily 
ing,  the   whole  of  which  exa6ily  refembles  a   mill  gutter  in  jt 
frpfty  morning,  with  a  thoufand  icicles  impending,     Thefe  con- 
jcretions  are  formed  by  the  water,  and  probably  are  iconftantly 
jncreafing.     They  have  in  almofl:  every   refpeft  ^he  appearance 
of  icicles,  and  may  be  broken  oIF  by  the  hand  if  not  more  than 
two  inches  in  (circumference.     They   appear  of  a  confil^encc 
much  like   indurated  lime,  almoi):  tranfparent,  <\f^^  are  all  per-r 
fqrated  quite  through  the  whole  length,  with  a  fole  uf  the  iize 
pf  that  in  %  tobacco  pipe,  through  which  aperture  the  water  un- 
remittedly  drops,  although  very  How,      When  a  perfon  i»  in 
the   remotefl  room,  and   the   lights  are   removed  into  the  firft, 
thofe  pendant  drops  of  water  make  an  appearance  more  fplendid 
■i^n  can  well  be  imagined,     8ome  of  thofe  ftony  icicles  have  at 
H.  gth  reached  the  bottom  of  the  cave,   and  now  form  pillars, 
jome  pf  inore  than  two  feet  in  girth,  pf  the  appearance  of  mar- 
ble, and  almofl  as  hard.     They  put  one  in  mind  of  Solomon'^ 
Jachin  and  Boa?,    imagination  very  eafily  givii^g  them  pedelbdls 
'and  chapiters,  and  even  wreathen  work. 

But  what  we  mod  adniired,  was  the  (keleton  of  a  large  fnake, 
turned  into  folid  ftone  by  the  petrifying  quality  of  the  water 
before  nientioned.  It  was  with  fome  difficulty  torn  up  with  an 
axe  from  the  rock  it  lay  upon,  fome  of  which  adhered  to  it,  and 
js  now  in  the  poiTefTion  of  the  relator. 

We  found  the  inmoft  recefl'cs  of  this  cavern  very  warm,  an4 
experienced  the  want  of  free  air  by  a  diflicult  refpiration,  al> 
though  fhe  candles  burnt  very  clear,"* 
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RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  pqnftitution  of  this  State  provides  "  for  the  free  cxer- 
fife  ahd  enjoyment  of  religious  profeffion  and  worfhip,  with- 
out difcrimination  .^r  preference  within  the  State,  for  all  man- 
kind.    Provided  that  the  liberty  of  confcicnce  hereby  granted-, 
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fliall  not  be  fo  conftrued  as  to  excufe  afts  of  liccntiourners, 
or  juftify  praiElices  inconfiflcnt  with  the  peace  and  rafety  of 
the  State." 

The  various  religious  denominatioiiS  in  this  State  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  EngliJh  Prefbyterians,  Dutch  reformed,  Baptifts,  Epif. 
copalians,  Friends  or  Quakers,  German  Lutherans,  Moravians, 
Methodifts,  Roman  Catholics,  Jews,  Shakers,  and  a  few  of 
the  followers  of  Jemima  Wilkinfon.  The  Shakers  arc  princi- 
paily  fettled  at  New-Lebanon,  and  the  the  followers  of  Jemima 
Wilkinfon  at  Geneva,  about  twelve  miles  fouth-weft  of  the 
*Cayoga  lake.  For  the  peculiar  fentiments  of  thefe  various  re- 
ligious fefts,  fee  the  general  account  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  article  Religion. 

In   April,  1784,  the  legiflature   of  this   State  paffed  an  aft, 
enabling  ail    r|Jigious    denominations   to  appoint   truftees,    not 


Icfs  than  three,  or  more  than  nine,  who  fliall  be  a  body 
corporate,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities 
of  their'  rcfpcftive  congregations,  and  for  the  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned.  . 

The  minifters  of  every  denomination  in  the  State  are  fup» 
ported  by  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the  people,  raifed  ge- 
nerally by  fubfcripMon,  or  by  a  tax  upon  the  pews  ;  except  the 
Dutch  churches  in  New- York,  Skeneftady,  and  Kingfton,  which 
Inve,  except  the  two  laft,  large  eflates  confirmed  by  charter, 
The  Epifcopal  church  alfo  in  New- York  poffeffes  a  very  large 
cflate  in  and  near  the  city. 

The  effcfts  of  the  Revolution  have  been  as  greatly  and  as  hap» 
pily  felt  by  this,  as  by  any  of  the  United  States.  The  accefllon 
of  inhabitants  within  a  few  years  has  been  great,  even  beyond 
calculation  ;  and  fo  long  as  lands  can  be  obtained  upon  advanla-f 
gcous  terms,  and  with  a  good  title,  and  the  general  government 
continues  to  protett  induftry  and  encourage  commerce,  fo  long 
they  will  continue  to  increafe.  The  new  fettlcments  that  are 
forming  in  the  northern  and  wcflcrn  parts  of  the  State,  are 
principally  by  people  from  New-England.  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  Dutch  entcrprifc  few  or  no  fettlements.  Among  all  the 
new  townfliips  that  have  been  fettled  fince  the  peace  (and  they 
have  been  aftonifhingly  numerous)  it  is  not  known  that  one  has 
been  fettled  by  the  Dutch.  Although  they  are  as  "  intent  upon 
gain"  as  other  people,  they  had  rather  reft  fecure  of  what  they 
podei's,  than  hazard  all  or  even  a  part,  in  uncertain  attempts 
to  increafe  it. 

The  Englifh  language  is  generally  fpoken  throughout  the  State, 
but  is  not  a  Irttic  corrupted  by  the  Dutch  dialed,  which  is  ftilj 
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ftill  fpoken  in  fome  counties,  particularly  in  King's,  Ulftcr, 
Albany,  and  that  part  of  Orange  which  lies  fouth  of  the  moun- 
tains. But  as  Dutch  fcho4>ls  are  almod,  if  not  wholly  difcon- 
tinued,  that  language,  in  a  few  generations,  will  probably  ceafe 
to  be  ufed  at  all ;  and  the  incrcal'e  of  Englifh  fchools  has  sH- 
ready  had  a  perceptible  effc£t  in  the  improvement  of  the  Engliih 
language. 

The  manners  of  the  people  differ  as  well  as  their  language. 
The  anceftors  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  fouthern  and  middle 
parts  of  Long-lfland  were. either  natives  of  England  or  the 
immediate  defccndants  of  the  firfl:  fettlers  of  New-England,  and 
their  manners  and  cudoms  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  their  anceflors. 
The  counties  inhabited  by  the  Dutch  have  adopted  the  Englifh 
manners  in  a  great  degree,  but  ftill  retain  many  modes,  parti- 
cularly in  their  religion,  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Hollanders, 
They  are  induftrious,  neat,  and  economical  in  the  management 
of  their  farms  and  their  families.  Whatever  bufinefs  they  pur- 
fue,  they  generally  follow  the  old  track  of  their  forefathers, 
and  feldom  invent  any  new  improvements  in  agriculture,  manu- 
faftures,  or  mechanics.  They  were  the  firft  fettlers  of  this 
State,  and  were  particularly  friendly  to  the  Englifh  colony  that 
fenled  at  Plymouth  in  New-England,  in  1620;  and  continued 
to  be  amicably  difpoled  towards  the  Englifh  colonies  eafl  of 
them  until  the  unhappy  difpute  arofe  concerning  the  lands  on 
Connefticut  river. 

The  revolution,  and  its  confequences,  have  had  a  very  per- 
ceptible influence  in  diffufing  a  Ipirit  of  liberality  among  the 
Dutch,  and  in  difpelling  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  national  pre- 
judice. Schools,  academies,  and  colleges,  are  eflablifhed  and 
eftablifhing  for  the  education  of  fheir  children  in  the  Englifh 
and  learned  languages,  and  in  the  arts  and  f'ciences,  and  a  lite- 
rary and  fcientific  Ipirit  is  evidently  increafing.  If  fuch  are  the 
buddings  of  improvement  in  the  dawn  of  the  American  em- 
pire, what  a  rich  harveft  may  we  expeft  in  its  meridian  ! 

The  city  of  New-York  is  inhabited  principally  by  merchants^ 
phyficians,  lawyers,  mechanics,  fhopkeepers,  and  tradefmen 
compofed  of  ahnofl  all  nations  and  religions.  They  are  gene- 
rally refpeftable  in  their  feveral  profeflions,  and  fuftain  the  re- 
putation of  honeft,  punflual,  and  fair  dealers. 

The  manners  and  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  Colony 
or  State  will  take  their  colouring,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree, 
from  the  peculiar  manners  of  the  fiift  fettlers.  It  is  much 
more  natural  for  emigrants  to  a  fettlemcnt  to  adopt  the  cuftoms 
of  the  original  inhabitants,  than  the  contrary,  even  though  the 
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tmigrants  (Hould  in  length  of  time  become  the  moft  numerouj. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  neatnefs,  parfimony,  and  induftry  of  th^ 
Dutch,  were  early  imitated  by  (he  firft  Englifli  fettlers  in  th6 
province,*  and,  imtil  the  revolution,  formed  a  diftingufhing 
trait  in  their  provincial  charafter.  It  is  dill  difcernible,  ihouglt 
Jn  a  much  lefs  degree,  and  Will  probably  continue  vilible  for 
many  years  to  corner 

Bcfides  the  Dutch  and  Erii^lifh  already  mentibnecf,  there  are 
in  this  State  ma^y  emigrants  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany, 
and  fome  few  from  France.  Many  Germans  are  fettled  on  the 
Mohawk,  and  fome  Scots  people  on  the  Hudfon,  m  the  county 
of  Wafhington.  The  prmcipal  part  of  the  tWo  former  fettled 
in  the  city  of  New- Yof k,  and  retain  the  xnanrters,  the  religion, 
and  fome  of  them  the  language  of  theii^  itfptBLive  countries. 
The  French  emigrants  are  fettled  principally  at  New-Rochelle 
and  on  Stafen  ifland,  and  their  defcendants,  feveral  of  them^ 
now  fill  fome  of  the  highefl  offices  in  the  United  States. 

AGRICULTURE,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  TRAI>E. 

New-York  is  confiderably  behind  hef  neighbours  in  New- 
England,  New-Jerley,  and  Pennfylvania,  in  point  of  improve- 
ments in  agriculture  and  manufa£l:ure$.  Among  other  reafons 
for  this  deficiency,  that  of  want  of  enterprize  in  the  inhabitants 
is  not  the  lead.  Indeed  their  local  advantages  have  been  i'uch 
as  that  they  have  grown  rich  without  enterprife.  Befvdes, 
lands  have  hitherto  been  cheap,  and  farms  of  courfe  large,  and 
it  requires  much  lefs  ingenuity  to  raifc  ime  thoufand  bulhels  of 
wheat  upon  fixty  acres  of  land,  than  to  raife  the  fame  quantity 
upon  thirty  acres.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  farmer  in  New- 
York  can  have  fixty  acres  of  land  to  raife  one  thoufand  buflicls 
of  wheat, , he  will  never  trouble  himfclf  to  find  out  how  he 
Can  raife  the  fame  quantity  upon  half  the  land^  It  is  popula- 
tion alone  that  ftamps  a  value  upon  lands,  and  lay's  a  founda- 
tion for  high  improvements  in  agriculture.  When  a  man  is 
obliged  to  maintain  a  family  on  a  fmall  farm,  his  invention  is 
exercifcd  to  find  out  every  improvement  that  may  render  it  more 
produftive.  This  appears  to  be  the  great  reafon  why  the  lands  on 
Delaware  and  Connefticut  rivers  produce  the  farmer  twice  a» 
much  clear  profit  as  lands  in  equal  quantity  and  of  the  fame  qua- 
lity upon  the  Hudfon.  If  the  preceding  obfervation  be  juft, 
improvements  will  keep  pace  with  population  and  th^  increafing 
value  of  lands.  Another  cauiie  which  has  heretofore  operated  in 
jprcvcnting  agricultural  improvements  in  thi»  State,  has  been  theijf 
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government,  which,  in  the  manner  it  was  condu£led  until  the 
revolution,  was  extremely  unfavourable  to  impiv^vements  of  al- 
moft  every  kind,  and  particularly  in  agriculture.  The  governors 
were  many  of  them  land  jobbers,  bent  on  making  their  fortunes, 
and  being  in  veiled  with  power  to  do  this,  they  either  engroffcd 
for  themlelves,  or  patented  away  to  their  particular  favourites,  a 
very  great  proportion  of  the  whole  province.  This,  as  has  been 
before  obferved,  proved  an  efFe£lual  bar  to  population,  and  of 
courfcj  according  to  our  prefent  hypothcfis,  has  kept  down  the 
price  of  lands,  and  fo  prevented  improvements  in  agriculture.  It 
ought  to  be  obferved,  in  this  connexion,  that  thefe  over-grown 
eftates  could  be  cu)*'-  ed  only  by  the  h-nds  of  tenants,  who, 
having  no  rig!  i  the  ' ,  and  no  certain  j  T^  "^  of  continuing 
upon  the  farm  which  they  held  at  the  will  of  their  landlord, 
had  no  motives  to  make  thofe  expcnfivc  improvements,  which, 
though  not  immediately  produftivc,  would  prove  very  profitable 
in  fome  future  period.  The  tenant,  dependant  on  his  landlord 
for  his  annual  fupport,  confines  his  views  and  improvements  to 
the  prefent  year ;  while  the  independent  freeholder,  fecure  of  his 
eftate  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  carries  his  views  into  fu- 
turity, 9nd  early  lays  the  foundation  for  growing  improvement. 
But  thefe  obdacles  have  been  removed,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  the 
revolution.  The  cenius  of  the  government  of  this  State,  how- 
ever, dill  favours  large  monopolies  of  lands,  which  have  for 
fome  years  back  been  granted  without  regard  either  to  quantity 
or  fettlement.  The  fine  fertile  country  of  the  Mohawk,  va, 
Montgomery  county,  which  was  formerly  poflelfed  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnfon,  and  other  land  jobbers,  who  were  enemies  to  the 
country,  has  been  forfeited  to  the  State,  and  is  now  fplitup  into 
freehold  eflates,  and  fettling  with  aftoniihing  rapidity. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  will  in  a  great  meal'ure  account  -for 
the  great  negleftof  manufatlural  improvements.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his 
hiftory  of  New- York,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  obferved,  "  It 
is  much  owing  to  the  difproportion  between  the  number  of  our 
inhabitants,  and  the  vail  trails  dill  remaining  to  be  fettled,  that 
we  have  not  as  yet  entered  upon  fcarccly  any  other  manufaftures 
than  fuch  as  are  indifpenfably  necelFary  for  our  home  conveni- 
ence. This  fame  caufe  has  operated  ever  fince  in  the  lame  way, 
though  not  of  late  in  the  fame  degree. 

Great  improvements  in  agriculture  cannot  be  expcftcd,  unlefs 

they  are  made  by  a  few  individuals  who  have  a  particular  genius 

for  that   bufinefs,  fo  long  as  lands  are  plenty    and  cheap  ;  and 

improvements  in  manufadlures  never  precede,    but    invariably 
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follow  improvements  in*  agriculture.  Thefe  obfervations  apply 
more  particularly  to  the  country.  The  city  of  New-York  con- 
tains a  great  number  of  people,  who  are  employed  in  various 
kinds  of  manufu£lures.  Among  many  other  articles  manufaftured 
in  this  city,  are  wheel  carriages  of  all  kinds,  loaf  fugar,  bread, 
beer,  Ihoes  and  boots,  Taddlery,  cabinet  work,  cutlery,  hats, 
wool  ciards,  clocks,  watches,  potters  ware,  particularly  ftonc 
ware,  of,  which  large  quaiuities  are  ftiipt  to  all  the  fouthern 
States  in  the  Union ;  umbrellas,  all  kinds  of  mathematical  and 
mufical  inftrumcnts,  (hips,  and  every  thing  necelfary  for  their 
equipment.  Glafs  works,  and  feveral  iron  works  have  been 
eilabliihed  in.diiFcrent  parts  of  the  country,  but  they  never  till 
lately  have  been  very  produftive,  'owing  folely  to  the  want  of 
workmen,  and  the  high  price  of  labour,  its  necefTary  confe- 
quence.  The  internal  refources  and  advantages  for  thefe  manu- 
fa£lories,  fuch  as  ore,  wood,  water,  hearth  flone,  proper  fitua- 
tions  for  bloomcries,  forges,  and  all  kinds  of  water  works^  are 
immenfe.  There  are  feveral  paper  mills  in  the  State,  which  are 
worked  to  advantage.  The  manufa£lure  of  maple  fugar,  withm 
a  few  years  pa  ft,  has  become  an  objeft  of  great  importancel  As 
many  as  three  hundred  chefts  of  four  hundred  pounds  each, 
were  made  in  the  thinly  inhabited  county  of  Otfego,  in  the  year 
tygt  ;  befides  large  quantities,  fuificient  for  home  confumption, 
in  other  newly-fettled  parts  of  the  State. 

The  fituation  of  New-York,  with  refpeft  to  foreign  markets, 
has  decidedly  the  preference  to  any  of  the  States.  It  has,  at 
all  feafons  of  the  year,  a  ihort  andeafy  accefs  to  the  ocean.  Me 
have  already  mentioned  that  it  commands  the  trade  of  a  great 
proportion  of  the  beft  fettled  and  beft  cultivated  parts  of  the 
United  States.  New-York  has  not  been  unmindful  of  her  fu- 
perior  local  advantages,  but  has  availed  herfelf  of  them  to  their 
full  extent. 

Their  exports  to  the  Weft-Indies  are,  bifcuit,  peas,  Indian 
corn,  apples,  onions,  boards,  ftaves,  horfes,  Ihcep,  butter,  cheefe, 
pickled  oyfters,  beef  and  pork.  But  wheat  is  a  ftaple  commodi- 
ty of  the  State,  of  which  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  buftiels  were  exported  in  the 
year  1775,  befides  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons 
of  bread,  and  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  an4  twenty-eight,  tons 
of  flour.  Infpe£lors  of  flour  are  appointed  to  prevent  impou- 
tions,  and  fee  that  none  is  exported  but  that  which  is  deemed  by 
them  merchantable.  Weft-India  goods  are  received  in  return  for 
thefe   articles.     Befides  the   above    mentioned  articles,  are  ex- 
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ported  flax-feed,  cotton-wool,  farraparilla,  coffee,  indigo,  rice, 
pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pot  a(h,  pearl  a(h,  furs,  deer  Ikins,  log- wood, 
fuftic,  mahogany,  bees-wax,  oil,  Madeira  wine,  rum,  tar,  pitch 
turpentine,  whale  fins,  filh,  fugars,  molaffes,  fait,  to^icco,  lard^ 
Ac.  but  moft  of  thefe  articles  are  imported  for  re-exportation. 
The  trade  of  this  State  has  greatly  increafed  fince  the  revolution, 
and  the  balance  is  aimed  conftantly  in  its  favour.  The  exports 
to  foreign  parts,  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1791, 
confifting  principally  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  amounted 
to  two  million  five  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  dollars.  This  State  owned  in  1792  forty-fix 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-fix  tons  of  (hipping,  befides 
wrhich  (he  found  employment  for  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  fo- 
reign ve(rels.* 

There  is  an  incorporated  bank  in  the  city  of  New- York,  be- 
fides a  branch  of  the  national  bank  ;  banks  are  alfo  eftablifhed  in 
the  city  of  Albany  and  at  Hudfon. 

SOCIETIES. 

Societies  for  improvement  in  knowledge  or  humanity  in  this 
State  are  rapidly  increafing ;  in  the  city  of  New-York  are  the 
following  focieties.  Fir(|||fc"  The  fociety  for  promoting  ufeful 
knowledge."  This  fociety  is  upon  an  edablifhment  fimilar  to 
other  philofophicnl  focieties  in  Europe  and  America,  but  it  is 
not  incorporated.  The  members  meet  once  a  month.  Secondly, 
"  The  fociety  for  the  manumi(fion  of  flaves  and  protecting  fuch 
of  them  as  have  been  or  may  be  liberated."  This  fociety  meets 
once  a  quarter.  Both  thefe  focieties  confid  of  gentlemen  of  the 
fird  charafter  in  the  city,  and  of  fome  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 
Befides  thefe  there  is  a  marine  fociety,  a  fociety  for  the  relief  of 
poor  debtors  confined  in  gaol,  a  manufafturing  fociety,  an  agri^ 
cultural  fociety  lately  cdablifhed,  of  which  the  members  of  the 
legiflature  are  ex  ojiciis  members,  a  medical  fociety,  and  a  humane 
(bciety. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  17^4,  a  fociety  was  indituted  at  New^ 
York,  for  the  purpofe  of  "  affording  information  and  aflidancc 
to  perfons  emigrating  from  foreign  countries."  The  following  re- 
folutions  and  conditution  wiU  fuUy  explain  the  laudable  obje£ls 
of  this  Society, 


*t*i 
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•  The  great  increafe  of  American  commerce  muft  have  made  a  very  confi- 
^Brahle  additioti  to  the  (hipping  of  this  city  CisKt  the  above  period. 
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"  At  a  refpt^ablf  mffting,  htl^in  the  city  of  New-York,  for  the 
purpofe  of  covfidering  on  the  propriety  of  efialilijliing  afucietyjor 
the  information  and  ajjijlance  of  perfons  emigrating  Jrom foreign 
countries  f 

M  ^    , 

1 

"  It  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  from  the  great  incrcafc  of 
emigration  from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  it  is  highly  expe* 
dient  to  form  fuch  an  inftitution. 

"  In  conformity  to  the  above  refolution,  a  foclefy  was  inllitut^ 
ed  on  the  aad  of  May,  1794,  The  following  is  the  plan  of  their 
conftitution. 

♦' Wherkas,  from  the  oppreflions  of  many>  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe,  and  the  public  calamities  likely  to  enfue,  per- 
fons of  various  defciiptions  are  migrating  to  the  United  States  of 
America  for  proteftion  and  fafcty  ;  And 

*'  Whereas  emigrants,  upon  their  firfl  arrival  in  thefc  States, 
frequently  fuftain  inconveniencies  in  conlequencc  of  their  being 
unacquainted  with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  country^  and 
the  mod  eligible  mode  of  eltabliihing  themfelves  in  their  feveral 
profelTions. 

"  We,  the  fubfcribers,  agree  to  form  ourfelves  into  a  fociety, 
tor  the  purpofe  of  aifording  informatittn  and  encouragement  tu 
perfons  of  the  above  defcription  ;  andrfor  the  better  effefting 
thefe  objefts,  adopt  the  following 

CONSTITUTION  ; 

"  1,  This  fociety  fhall  be  known  and  didinguiihrd  by  the  name 
and  defcription  of  "  The  New-York  fociety  for  the  information 
and  aflidailce  of  perfons  emigrating  from  foreign  countries," 

"  2,  The  fociety  ftiall  meet  regularly  the  ftrfl  Thurfday  in 
every  month,  or  oftener  if  ncceffary,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as 
they  may  appoint. 

"  3.  No  perfon  fhall  be  admitted  into  this  fociety  but  upon  the 
recommendation  of  two  members,  and  with  the  confent  of  a  ma- 
jority ;  to  be  taken  by  ballot  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  im- 
mediately luccceding  that,  at  which  fuch  perlbn  fhall  have  been 
propofed, 

"  4.  The  officers  of  this  Society  (hall  confid  of  a  prefident, 
vice  prefident,  treafurer,  phyfician,  regifter,  fecretary  and  a 
committee  of  conference  and  corretpondencc,  to  be  elcfted  by 
ballot  every  fix  months. 

"  5.  The  committee   of  conference  and  correfpondence  fhalb 
confilt  of  twelve  members,  of  whom  the  trealurer,    phyfician, 
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regifter  and  fecretary  for  the  time  being  (hall  be  memberi  :  four 
of  ihe  remaining  eight  members  fhall  go  out  every  three  months ; 
they  (hall  corrcfpnnd  with  individuals  and  public  bodies  for 
promoting  the  objefls  of  this  Iriflitution  ;  and  upon  the  arrival 
of  emigrants,  fhall  afford  them  fuch  information  and  aiTiflance  a» 
their  refpefiive  circumftances  may  require,  and  the  funds  of  the 
fociety  enable  them  to  grant. 

•*  6.  This  Conflitution  (hall  not  be  altered  except  fuch  alter- 
ation be  propofed  at  one  meeting,  and  agreed  to  at  the  nrxt  fuc- 
pcediug  meeting,  by  (hree  fourths  of  the  members  prelent, 

*'  1.  No  new  bye-laws  fhall  be  made,  nor  any  alteration  in 
the  exifling  ones,  unlef*:  propofed  at  one  meeting,  and  agreed  to 
jt  the  next,  by  a  majority  of  the  members  prefent, 

Publifhcd  by  Order  of  the  Society, 

Wm.  Sing,  Prcfident, 
L.  WAYtAND,  Secretary, 

LITERATURE. 

Until  the  year  i'754,  there  was  no  college  in  the  province  of 
J^ew-York.  The  ftate  of  literature,  at  that  time,  I  (hall  give  in 
the  words  of  their  hiflorian  :•  "  Our  fchools  are  in  the  loweft 
Older  ;  the  inflru£lors  want  indruftion,  and  through  a  long  and 
(hameful  negleft  of  all  the  arts  and  fciences,  our  common  fpeech 
is  extremely  corrupt,  and  the  evidences  of  a  bad  tafle,  both  as 
to  thought  and  language,  are  vifible  in  all  opr  proceedings,  pub- 
lic and  private."  This  may  have  been  a  juft  reprefentation  at 
the  time  when  it  was  written  ;  but  much  attention  has  fince 
been  paid  to  education.  There  arc  eight  incorporated  academies 
in  different  parts  of  the  State  ;  and  we  are  happy  to  add,  that  the 
Icgiflature  have  lately  patronized  collegiate  and  academic  educa- 
tion, by  granting  a  large  gratuity  to  the  college  and  academics  in 
this  State,  which,  in  addition  to  their  former  funds,  renders 
their  endowments  handfome,  and  adequate  to  their  expenditures. 
The  legillature  have  likewife  appropriated  the  fum  of  30,000 
pounds  per  annum  for  the  purpof'e  of  eflablifhing  fchools 
throughout  the  State  ;  a  fchool  at  leafl  to  be  kept  within  the 
limits  of  every  four  miles  fquare. 

King's  college,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  was  principally 
founded  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province,  afliflcd  by  the  General  AfTembly,  and  the  corpo- 
ration of  Trinity  Church;  in  the  year  1754,  a  royal  charter 
(and  grant  of  money)  being  then  obtained,  incorporating  a  num- 

'  *  Smith's  Hittory  of  New-Yqrk. 
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ber  of  gentlemen  itherein  mentioned,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Co* 
vernors  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New-York,  in  the 
City  of  New-Yoik,  in  America  ;  and  granting  to  them  and  their 
fuccenbrs  for  ever,  amongfl  various  other  rights  and  privileges, 
the  power  of  conferring  all  fuch  degrees  as  are  ufually  con- 
ferred by  either  of  the  Engliih  univerfities. 

By  the  charter  it  was  provided  that  the  prefident  (hall  always 
be  a  member  of  the  church  of  England,  and  that  a  form  of 
prayer  colle6led  /rom  the  liturgy  of  that  church,  with  $  parti- 
cular prayer  for  the  college,  fhall  be  daily  ufed,  morning  and 
evening,  in  the  college  chapel ;  at  the  i'ame  time,  no  ted  of  their 
religious  perfuafion  was  required  from  any  of  the  fellows,  pro- 
feflbrs,  or  tutors  ;  and  the  advantages  of  education  were  equally 
extended  to  ftudents  of  all  denominations. 

The  building,  which  is  only  one  third  of  the  intended 
ftru6lure,  confids  of  an  elegant  flone  edifice,  three  complete 
f^'^ries  high,  with  four  (lair  cafes,  twelve  apartments  in  each,  a 
chapel,  hall,  library,  mufevim,  anatomical  theatre,  and  fchuol  for 
experimental  philofophy^  , 

The  college  is  fitwated  on  a  dry  gravelly  foil,  about  one'  hun^ 
dred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  bank  of  Hudion's  river,  which  it 
overlooks  ;  commanding  a  mod  extenlive  and  beautiful  profpefl. 
Since  the  revolution^  the  legiflature  pafTcd  an  ^  condituting 
twenty-one  gentlemen,  of  whom  .the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor  for  the  time  being  are  members  ex  offLciis^  a  body  cor. 
porate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The  regents  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  the  State  of  New- York."  They  are  entruded  with 
the  care  of  literature  in  general  in  the,  State,  and  have  power 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  for  erefting  colleges  and 
academies  throughout  the  State,  they  are  to  vifit  thefe  inditu. 
tions  as  often  as  they  (hall  thinjk  proper,  an4  report  the^r  date 
to  the  legiflature  once  a  year. 

King's  college,  which  we  have  already  defcribed,  is  now 
called  CoLUMBi.')^  College.  This  college,  by  an  ^6i  of  the 
legiflature  palfed  in  the  fpring  of  1787,  was  put  under  the  care 
of  twenty-four  gentlemen,  who  are  a  body  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  dyle  of  "  The  Trudees  of  Columbia  College  in  the 
city  of  New-York."  This  body  poffefs  all  the  powers  veded 
in  the  governors  of  King's  college  before  the  revolution,  or  in 
the  regents  of  the  univerfity  fince  the  revolution,  fo  far  as 
their  power  refpcifted  this  inditution.  No  regent  can  be  a 
trudee  of  any  particular  college  or  academy  In  the  State.  The 
fegents  of  the  univerfity  have  power  to  confer  the  higher  de- 
grees, and  them  only. 
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The  college  edifice  hat  received  no  addition!  fincc  the  peact. 
The  funds,  cxclufive  of  the  liberal  grant  of  the  legiflature, 
amount  to  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  cur- 
rency, the  income  of  which  is  fufficicnt  for  prcient  exigencies. 

This  college  is  now  in  a  thriving  ftate,  and  has  about  one 
iiundred  (ludents  in  the  four  clalTes,  befides  medical  (ludents. 
The  officers  of  inflru£lion  and  immediate  government  are  a  pre- 
fident,  profeiFor  of  mathematics  and  natural  philofophy,  a  pro- 
fcSor  of  logic  and  geography,  and  a  orofefTor  of  languages.— 
A  complete  medical  (chool  has  been  lately  annexed  to  the  col- 
lege, and  able  profcflbrs  appointed  by  the  trudees  in  every 
branch  of  that  important  fcicncc,  who  regularly  teach  their 
refpe£livc  branches  with  reputation.  The  number  of  medical 
ftudcnts  is  about  fifty,  but  they  are  increafing.  The  libraiy  and 
oiufcum  were  deflroyed  during  the  war.  The  philofophical  a;)- 
paratus  is  new  and  complete. 

Of  the  eight  incorporated  academies,  one  is  at  FlatbuHi,  in 
King's  county,  on  Long- 1  (land,  four  miles  from  Brooklyn- ferry. 
It  is  fttuated  in  a  pleafant,  healthy  village.  The  building  is 
large,  handfome,  and  convenient,  and  is  called  Erafmus  Hal! 
The  academy  is  flourifhing  under  the  care  of  a  principal  -ind 
other  fubordinate  in(lru£lor8. 

There  is  another  at  Eafl  Hampton,  on  the  eafl  en  i  of  Long- 
Ifland,  by  the  name  of  Clinton  Academy.  The  others  are 
in  different  parts  of  the  State.  Bcfides  thefe  there  are  fchools 
eftablifhed  and  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
parents.  A  fpirit  for  literary  improvement  is  evidently  diffufing 
its  influence  throughout  the  State. 

CONSTITUTION, 


Corifitution  of  the  State  of  Neio-York^  ejlablijhed  by  the  Convention, 
authorifed  and  empotvered for  that  Fuij^  ifr.  April  20,  1777, 

I.  This  Convention,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  duth  ordain,  determine,  and  de- 
clare, that  no  authority  (hall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be 
exercifed  over  the  people  or  members  of  this  State,  but  fuch 
as  (hall  be  derived  from  and  granted  by  them. 

II.  This  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  'the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine, 
and  declare,  that  the  fupreme  legiflative  power,  within  this 
State,  (hall  be  veiled  in  two  feparatc  and  diilin£l  bodies  of  men ; 
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the  one  to  be  called,  The  Assembly  or  the  State  of  Nnw- 
Yo-RK  ;  the  other  to  be  called,  The  Senate  oi  the  State  oi- 
>Jew-Yor'k;  who,  together,  (hall  form  the  legiflaturc,  and 
meet  once  at  leaft  in  every  year  for  the  difpatch  of  bulinefs. 

J  III,  And  whereas  laws  inconfiftent  with  the  fplrit  of  tliij 
Conftitution,  or  with  the  public  good,  may  be  haftily  and  un- 
advifedly  pafled,  be  it  ordained,  that  the  governor  for  the  time 
being,  the  chancellor,  and  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or 
iiny  two  of  them,  together  with  the  governor,  fhall  be,  and 
hereby  are  condituted  a  couticil  to  revife  all  bills  about  lo 
be  paffed  into  laws  by  the  legiflature ;  and  for  that,  purpolc 
ihall  ailemble  themfclves,  from  time  to  time,  when  the  legif- 
lature fhall  be  convened  ;  for  which,  neverthelefs,  they  Ihull 
not  receive  any  falary  or  confideration,  under  any  pretence 
whatever.  And  that  all  bills  which  have  paffed  in  the  Senate 
and  AlTembly,  fhall  before  they  become  laws,  be  prefented  to 
the  laid  council  for  their  reviial  and  confideration  ;  and  if 
upon  fuch  revifal  and  confideration,  it  (hould  appeav  improper 
to  the  faid  council,  or  a  majority  of  them,  that  the  faid  bill 
ihould  become  a  law  of  this  State,  that  they  return  the  fame, 
together  with  their  objeftions  thereto  in  writing,  to  the  Se- 
nate or  Houfe  of  Affembly,  in  which  foever  the  fame  fhall 
have  originated,  who  fhall  enter  the  objeftions  fcnt  down  by 
the  council  at  large  in  their  minutes,  and  proceed  to  re-con- 
fider  the  faid  bill.  But  if  after  fuch  re-confideration,  two- 
thirds  of  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Affembly  fhall,  nut- 
withftanding  the  faid  objeftions,  agree  to  pafs  the  lame,  it 
fliall,  together  with  the  objeftions,  be  fent  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  legiflature,  where  it  fhall  alfb  be  re-confidered,  and  if 
approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  prefent,  fhall  be  a 
law. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any  unnecoffary  delays,  be  it  far- 
ther ordained,  that  if  any  bill  fhall  not  be  returned  by  the 
council  within  ten  days  after  it  fhall  have  been  prelentcd, 
the  lame  fliall  be  a  law,  unlcfs  the  legiflature  fhail,  by  their 
adjournment,  render  a  return  of  the  laid  bill  within  ten  days 
imprafticable  ;  in  which  cafe  the  bill  fhall  be  returned  on  the 
firil  dtiy  of  the  meeting  of  the  legiflature,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  laid  ten  days. 

IV.  That  the  Affembly  fliall  confifl  of  at  leaft:  fevcnty  mem- 
bers, to  be  annually  cholcn  in  the  lieveral  counties,  in  the  pro- 
portions following,  viz. 

The  city  and  county  of  New-York.  771  ne. 

The  city  and  county  of  -Vlbany,  (en. 
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Hie  county  of  Dutchefs,  Jiutn. 

The  county  of  Weft  Cheftcr^  Jix, 

The  county  of  Ulfter,  fix. 

The  tounty  of  Suffolk,  Jixit, 

The  county  of  Queen's,  Joxnr, 

'I'he  coun' /  of  Orange,  four. 

The  county  of  Ring's,  txoo. 

The  county  of  Richmond,  tvi6. 

The  county  of  Tryon,  fix. 

The  county  of  Charlotte,  fow^. 

The  county  of  Cumberland,  thrtu  f 

The  county  of  Glouceftcfj^wo. 
V.  That  as  foon  after  the  expiration  of  feVeri  years  fubfcqutftt 
to  the  termination  of  the  prefe'nt  war  as  may  be,  a  cenfus  of  the 
elcftors  and  inhabitants  in  this  State  be  taken,  under  the  direfbion 
of  the  legiflature;  And  if  oh  fuch  cenfus  it  (hall  appear  that  th» 
number  of  reprefentatives  in  Affembly  from  the  faid  counties,  is 
hot  juftly  proportioned  to  the  number  of  eleftors  in  the  faid 
counties  refpeflively,  that  the  legiflature  do  adjuft  and  apportion 
the  fame  by  that  rule.  And  farther,  that  once  in  every  feven 
years  after  the  taking  of  the  faid  firft  cenfus,  a  juft  account  of 
the  eleflors  fefident  iii  each  county  fhall  be  taken  ;  and  if  it  fhall 
thereupon  appear  that  the  number  of  eleftors  in  any  county  (hall 
have  increafed  or  diminifhed  one  of  more  fcventieth  parts  of  the 
Vholc  number  of  clc/itors  which  on  the  faid  firft  cenfus  fhall  be; 
found  in  this  State,  the  rfumber  of  feprefentativcS  for  fuch  coun- 
ty (hall  be  increafed  or  diminifhed  accordingly,  that  is  to  fay^ 
one  reprefentative  for  every  feventieth  part  as  aforefaid. 

VL  And  whereas  an  opinion  hath  long  pteVailed  among  diver* 
of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  that  voting  at  eleftions  by  ballot 
Would  tend  tnore  to  prcferve  the  liberty  and  equal  freedom  of  the 
people  than  voting  viva  voce  i  to  thcf  end,  therefore^  that  a  fair 
experiment  be  made,  which  of  thofe  two  methods  of  voting  is 
to  be  preferred.  ^ 

B(?  it  ordained,  that  sfs  foon  as  may  be  after  the  termination  ojf 
the  prefent  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great 
Britain,  an  aft  or  afts  be  pa  fifed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  ftate,  for 
caufing  all  elcftions  iLcreaftcr  to  be  held  in  this  State,  for  fenattjrs 
and  reprefentatives  in  Affembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  direfting 
the  manner  i/t  which  the  fame  Ihall  be  condufted.  And  whereas 
it  is  pofTiblf,  that  after  all  the  care  of  the  legiflature  in'  framing 
the  faid  aft  or  afts,  certain  inconvcniencies  and  mifchiefsj  unfore- 
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Seen  at  this  day,  may  be  found  to  attend  ths  faid  mode  of  eleCtinj 
by  ballot, 

It  is  further  ordained,,  that  if  after  a  full  and  fair  experiment 
Ihall  be  made  of  voting  by  ballot  aforefaid,  the  fame  fhall  be 
found  lefs  conducive  to  the  fafety  or  interef^  of  the  State  than 
the  method  of  voting  viva  voce,  it  fhall  be  lawful  and*conftitu< 
tional  for  the  legiflature  to  abolifh  the  fame :  provided  two-thirds 
of  the  members  prefent  in  each  houfc  refpe£iively  fhall  concur 
therein :  and  farther,  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
war,  and  until  the  legiflature  of  this  State  fhall  provide  for  the 
eleftion  of  fenators  and  reprefentatives  in  AfFembly  by  ballot,  the 
faid  ele£lions  ihall  be  made  viva  voce, 

VII.  That  every  male  inhabitant  of  full  age,  who  fhall  have 
]pcrfonaIly  refided  within  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State^ 
fur  fix  months  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  eteflion,  fhall, 
at  fuch  election,  be  entitled  to  vote  for  reprefentatives  of  the 
faid  county  in  Affembly,  if,  during  the  time  aforefaid,  he  fhall 
have  been  a  freeholder  poffefTrng  a  freehold  of  the  value  of 
twenty  pounds,  within  the  faid  county,  or  have  rented  a 
tenement  therein  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  fhillings,  and 
been  rated  and  a£lually  paid  taxes  to  this  State :  provided  al- 
ways, that  every  perfon  who  now  is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  or  who  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  on  or  before  the  fourteenth  day  of  Oftober,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feve'nty-Hve, 
and  fhall  be  aflually  and  ufually  refidcnt  in  the  faid  cities  ref- 
peftively,  fhall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  reprefentatives  in  AUem- 
bly  within  his  faid  place  of  refidence, 

VIII.  That  every  eleftor,  before  he  is  admitted  to  vote,  fhall, 
if  required  by  the  returning  officer,  or  either  of  the  inl'peftors, 
tnke  an  oath,  or,  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an  afHrmation 
of  allegiance  to  the  State. 

IX.  That  the  Affembly  thus  conflituted  fhall  choofe  their 
own  fpcaker,  be  judges  of  their  own  members,  and  enjoy  the 
fame  )rivileges,  and  proceed  in  doing  bufincls  in  like  manner 
as  the  AfTemblies  of  the  colony  of  Ncw-Vork  of  right  for- 
merly did  ;  and  that  a  ms'jority  of  the  faid  members  fhall,  from 
time  to  time,  conflitute  a  houfe  to  proceed  upon  bufmefs. 

X.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  deter- 
mine, and  declare,  that  the  fenate  of  the  State  of  New-York 
fhall  confifl  of  twenty-four  freeholders,  to  be  chofen  out  of 
the  body  of  the   freeholders,  and  that  they  be  chofen  by   the 
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freeholders  of  this  State  poflelTed  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of 
one  hundred  pounds  over  and'  above  -all  debts  charged  /thereon. 

XI.  That  the  members  of  the  fcnate  be  ele£led  for  four 
years,  and  immediately  after  the  firfl:  eleAion,  they  be  divided 
by  lot  into  four  clafles,  fix  in  each  clafs,  and  numbered  one, 
two,  three  and  four;  that  the  feats  of  the  members  of  the  firit 
clafs  (hall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  firft  year,  the 
(ccond  daijs  the  fecond  year,  and  fo  on  continually  ;  to  the  end 
that  the  fourth  part  of  the  fenate,  as  nearly  as  poifible,  may  be 
annually  chofen. 

XII.  That  the  eleftion  of  fenators  fhall   be  after  this  man- 
ner :  that  fo  much  of  this  State  as  is  now  pai;celled  into  coun- 
ties, be  divided  into  four  great  diftrifts  ;  the   fquthcm  diftrift 
to  comprehend    the    city  and  county  of  New-Vork,    Suffolk, 
Weft-Chefter,   King's,   Queen's,  and   Richmond  counties ;  the 
middle  diilri£t  to  comprehend  the  counties  of  Duchefs,  Uliler 
and  Orange  ;  the  weftern  diftrid;,  the  city  and  county  of  Al- 
bany, and  Tryon  county  ;  and  the  eaflern  dillrif):,  the  counties 
of  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Glouceder.     That  tlve  fenators 
ihall  be  ele3:ed  by  the  freeholders   of  the  faid  di(lri£ls,   qua- 
liiied  as  aforefaid,  in  the  proportions  following,  to  wit,  in  the 
fouthern  dillrift  nine,  in  the  middle  diftrift  fix,  in  the  weftera 
diftri£fc  fix,  and  in  the   eaflern  diflri£):  three.     And  be  it  or- 
dained,  that  a  cenfus  fhall  be  taken  as  foon  as  may  be   after 
the  expiration  of  feven  years  from  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  under  the  dire6lion  of  the  Icgiflature  :  and  if  on  fucH 
cenfus  it  fhall  appear,  that  the  number  of  fenators  is  not  juflly 
proportioned  to  the  feveral  diflri£ls,  that  the  legiflatur^  adjud 
the  proportion   as    near  as    may    be    to    the   number   of    free- 
holders, qualified    as   aforefaid   in  each    di{lri£l.       That    when 
the  number  of  cleftors    within   any  of  the   laid  diflri£ts  fhall 
have  increafed   one  twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole  number 
of  eleftors,   which,  by  the  faid  cenfus,  fhall  be   found  to  be  in 
this  State,  an  additional   fenator  fhall  be  chpfen  by  the  ele£lors 
of  fuch  diftrifit.     That  a  majority  of  the  number  of  fenators  tq 
be  chofen   as  aforefaid  fhall  be   necedary  to  conflitute  a  fenate 
fufHcient  to  proceed  upon  bufinefs,  and  that  the.  fenate  fhall,  in 
hke    manner   with    th^    Affembly,   be  the   judges   of  its    own 
members.     And  be  it  ordained,  that    it  fhall  be    in    the  poWer 
of  the   future    legiflatures   of  this  State,  for    the   convenience 
and  advantage  of  the  good  people  thereof,  to   divide  the  fame 
into  fuch  farther  and  other  counties  and  diflr!£ls,   as  ihall  to 
thcni  appear  neceifary, 
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XIII>  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authotity  of  the  ^o4  .people  of  this  State,  ordain,  deter- 
n^ine,  and  dec}are^  that  no  ipember  of  thi$  State  ^all  be  dif. 
franchifed,  pr  deprived  of  any  of  the  rijjhts  pr  priyijieges  fei 
cured  to  the  fubje£);s  of  this  State  by  this  conftitution,  unlei's 
^y  la^y  of  the  fand^  or  the  judgement  of  his  peers. 

XJV.  That  neither  the  Affembly  nor  the  fenate  fhall  have 
power  to  adjurn  themfelves  fo^  any  longer  time  than  two  days^ 
without  the  iputual  confent  pf  both, 

XV.  That  whenever  the  Affembly  and  fenate  difagrce,  ^ 
conference  Ihall  be  held  ip  the  prefence  of  both,  and  be  mana- 
ged  by  committees  to  be  by  them  rcfpeftively  chofcn  by 
ballot.  That  the  doors  both  of  the  fenate  and  ATembly  fhaU 
at  all  times  be  kept  open  to  all  perfons,  except  when  the 
welfare  of  the  State  fhall  require  their  debates  tp  be  kept 
fecret.  And  the  journals  of  all  their  proceedings  (hall  be 
kept  in  the  manner  heretofore  accuflomed  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly of  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  except  fuch  parts  as 
they  fhall.  a$  aforefaid,  refpeftively  determine  not  to^  make 
public,  be  from  day  to  day  (if  the  bufinefs  of  the  legiflature 
Will  permit)  publifhed. 

XVI.  It  is  neverthclefs  pi*ovided,  that  the  number  of  fena- 
tors  fhall  never  exceed  one  hundred,  nor  the  number  of  Af- 
fembly  throe  hundred ;  but  that  whenever  the  number  of  fe- 
iiators  fhall  arpount  to  one  hundred,  or  of  the  Affembly  to 
fhrce  hundred,  thep,  and,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  legiflature  fhal| 
frpm  time  to  time  thereafter,  by  laws  for  that  purpofe,  ap- 
portion and  difiribute  the  faM  one  hundred  fenators,  and  three 
^undred  reprefentatiyes,  among  the  great  diflrifts  and  counties 
pf  this  State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  refpeftive 
elei&ors ;  fo  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  good  people  of  this 
State,  both  in  the  Senate  and  Affembly,  fhall  for  ever  remaia 
proportionate  and  adequate. 

XVJI.  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State;  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  the  fupreme  executive  power  and 
authority  of  this  State  fhall  be  veiled  in  a  governor  j  and  that 
ftatedly,  once  in  every  three  years,  and  as  often  as  the  feat 
pf  government  fhall  become  vacant,  a  wife  and  difcreet  free- 
Jiolder  of  this  State  fhall  be  by  ballot  elefted  governor  by  the 
freeholders  of  this  State,  qualified  as  before  defcribcd  to  cleft 
fenators ;  which  ele6lions  fhall  be  always  held  at  the  times  and 
places  of  chufing  rcprefentatives  in  ATembly  for  each   relpcc- 
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♦ive   county  ;    and  that  the  perfon  who  hath  the  greatefl  nuin> 
bcr  of  votes  within  the  faid  State  (hall  be  governor  thereof. 

XV^I.  That  the  governor  fhall  continue  in  office  three 
*cars,  and  Ai^llj  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  general  and  comr 
mandcr  in  chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of 
this  State ;  that  he  (hall  have  power  to  convene  the  Affembly 
and  fcnate  on  extraordinary  occaftons,  to  prorogue  them  from 
time  to  ,time,  provided  fuch  prorogations  fhall  itot  exceed  fixty 
_^ays  in  the  fpace  of  any  one  year  ;  and  at  his  difcrction  to  grant 
reprieves  and  pardops  to  perfons  convi/ied  of  crimes,  other  than 
trcafon  of  murder,  in  which  he  may  fufpend  the  execution  of 
^he  fentence,  until  it  fhall  be  reported  to  the  legi^ature  at  their 
lublequerit  meeting ;  and  jthey  fhall  either  pardon  or  direft  th« 
execution  of  the  criminal,  or  grant  a  farther  reprieve. 

XIX.  That  it  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  inform 
the  ^egiflature,  at  every  feflions,  of  the  condition  of  the  State, 
fo  far  as  may  refpeQ:  hi$  department  ;  to  recommend  fuch  matr 
ters  to  their  confideration  as  fl^all  appear  to  him  to  concern  its 
good  government,  welfare  and  profperity ;  to  correfpond  with 
the  Continental  Congrefs  and  other  States,  to  tranfa£l  all  necef- 
fary  bufmefs  with  the  oncers  of  government,  civil  and  mili- 
tary;  and  to  take  care  that  the  laws  are  faith  fully  executed  to 
the  befl  of  his  ability ;  and  to  expedite  all  fi^ch  meafures  as 
may  be  refolved  upon  by  the  legiflature, 

XX.  That  a  lieutenant-governor  Ihall,  at  every  eleAion  of 
a  governor,  and  as  often  as  the  lieutenant-governor  (hall  die, 
jrefign,  or  be  removed  from  office,  be  elefted  in  the  fame  man- 
ner with  the  governor,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  next 
eleftion  of  a  governor  ;  and  fuch  lieutenant-governor  fhall,  by 
virtue  of  his  office,  be  prcfident  of  the  fenate,  and,  upon  an 
fqual  divifjon,  have  a  calling  voice  "i  their  decifions,  but  not 
yote  on  any  other  occafion. 

And  in  cafe  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor,  or  his 
Removal  from  office,  death,  refignation,  or  abfencc  from  the 
State,  tl>e  lieutenant-governor  fliall  excrcife  all  the  power  and 
authority  appertaining  to  the  office  of  governor,  until  another 
be  choferj,  or  the  governor  ablent  or  impeached,  fhall  return 
or  be  acquitted.  Provided,  that  where  the  governor  fhall,  with 
the  conient  of  the  legiflature,  be  out  of  the  State,  in  tirrte  of 
war,  at  the  head  of  a  military  force  thereof,  he  fhall  ftill  ton- 
linue  in  his  command  of  all  the  military  force  of  the  State,  both 
by  fca  and  land. 

XXI.  That  whenever  the  government  fliall  be  adminiftered 
\>y  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  he  fhall  be  unable  to  attend  as 
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preddent  pf  the  fenate,  the  fenators  (hall  have  power  to  eteft 
one  of  their  own  members  to  the  ofHce  of  prefident  of  the 
fenate,  which  he  fhall  exercife  pro  hac  vice.  And  if,  during 
fuch  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor,  the  iieutenant-governor 
(hall  be  impeached,  difplaced,  relign,  die,  or  be  abfent  from 
the  State,  the  preftdent  of  the  fenate  (hall  in  like  manner  as 
the  lieutenant-governor,  adr^iniftcr  the  government,  until 
others  (hall  be  eleded  by  the  fulFrage  of  the  people  at  the 
fucteeding  ele£lion. 

XXII.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  de- 
tcrmine  and  declare,  that  the  treafurer  of  this  State  Ihall  be 
appointed  by  z&,  of  the  legiflature,  to  originate  with  the 
AiTembly ;  provided,  that  he  ftiall  not  be  ele£led  out  of  either 
branch  of  the  legiflature; 

XXIII.  That  all  officers,  other  than  thofe  who  by  this  con< 
flitution  are  dire£led  to  be  otherwil'e  appointed,  fhall  be  ap. 
pointed  in  4he  manner  following,  to  wit,  the  Affembly  (hall 
once  in  every  year  openly  nominate  and  appoint  on»  of^  the 
fenators  from  each  great  diftriQ,  which  fenators  (hall  form  a 
council  for  the  appointment  of  the  faid  officers,  qf  which  the 
governor  for  the  time  being,  tfr  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  the 
preAdent  of  the  fenate,  when  they  (hall  refpe£tively  adminifter 
the  government,  (hall  be  prefident,  and  have  a  cafting  voice, 
6ut  no  other  vote^  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
laid  council  (hall  appoint  all  the  faid  officers  ;  and  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  faid  council  be  a  c[uorum.  And  farther,  the 
faid  fenators  (hall  not  be  eligible  to  the  laid  council  for  two 
years  i'ucceffively. 

XXIV.  That  all  military  officers  be  appointed  during  plea* 
fure  ;  that  all  commiffioncd  officers,  civil  and  military,  be  com-o 
miffioned  by  the  governor ;  and  that  the  chancellor,  the  judges 
of  the  fupreme  court,  and  firft  judge  of  the  county  court  in 
every  county,  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  or  until 
they  fhall  have  rel'peftively  attained  the  age  of  fixty  years, 

XXV.  That  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the.  fupreme  court 
fhall  not  at  the  fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that 
of  delegate  to  the  General  CongreCs  upon  fpecial  occailons  ;  and 
that  the  firft  judges  Of  the  county  courts  in  the  feveral  counties 
(hall  not  at  the  fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that 
of  fenator  or  delegate  to  the  General  Congrefs.  But  if  the 
chancellor,  or  either  of  the  faid  judges,  be  elcfted  or  appointed 
to  any  other  office,  excepting  as  is  before  excepted,  it  (hall  be 
at  J»is  Option  in  which  to  I'ervc, 
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XXVI.  That  iherifFs  and  coroners  be  annuaMy  f ppointed ; 
and  that  no  perfjpn  (hall  be  capable  of  liolding  either  of  the  faid 
offices  more  than  four  years  fucccfldvely,  nor  the  fherifF  of 
holding  any  other  office  at  the  fame  time. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  regifter  and 
clerks  in  chancery  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor ;  the  clerks 
«f  the  fuprcme  court  by  the  judges  of  the  faid  court ;  the  clerk 
of  the  court  of  probates  by  the  judge  of  the  faid  court ;  and 
the  regiiler  and  marfhal  of  the  court  of  admiralty  by  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty ;  the  faid  marlhal,  regifters  and  clerks,  to 
cofjitinue  in  office  during  the  pleafure  of  thofe  by  whom  they 
are  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid. 

And    th^t    all    attornies,    folicitors    and    counfellors   at    law, 

hereafter  to  be  appointed,  be  appr'  itcd  by  the  court,  and  licen- 

fed  by  the  fir  ft  judge  of  the  court  in  which  they  Ihall  refpec- 

tively  plead  or  praflife ;   and  be  regulated  by  the  rules  and 

.orders  of  the  faid  courts. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  where  by  this 
Convention  the  duration  of  any  office  Ihall  not  be  afcertained, 
fuch  office  fliall  be  conftrued  to  be  held  during  the  pleafure 
of  the  council  of  appointment :  provided,  that  new  commifllons 
fhall  be  iffiaed  to  judges  of  the  county  courts  (other  than  to  the 
firft  judge)  and  to  juftices  of  the  peace,  once  at  the  leaft  in 
every  three  years. 

XXIX.  That  town-clerks,  fupervifors,  afleflbrs,  conftables 
and  collc£lors,  and  all  other  officers  heretofore  eligible  by 
the  people,  fhall  always  continue  to  be  fo  eligible,  in  the 
manner  dire£lcd  by  the  prefent  or  future  a£ls  of  legiflature. 

That  loan  officers,  county  treafurers,  and  clerks  of  the 
fupervifors,  continue  to  be  appoir:ted  in  the  manner  direfled 
by  the  prefent  or  future  a£ls  of  the  legiflature. 

XXX.  That  delegates  to  reprefent  this  State  in  the  General 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America  be  annually  appoint- 
ed as  follows,  to  wit,  the  Senate  and  AfTembly  fhall  each 
openly  nominate  ia»  many  perfons  as  fhall  be  equal  to  the  whole 
number  of  delegates  to  be  appointed  ;  after  which  nomination 
they  fhall  peet  together,  and  thofe  perfons  named  in  both  lifts 
fhall  be  delegates  ;  and  out  of  thofe  perfons  whofe  names  ar^ 
not  in  both  lifts,  one  half  fhall  be  chofen  by  the  joint  ballot 
of  the  fenators  and  members  of  AfTembly  fo  met  together  as 
aforefaid. 

XXXI.  That  the  ftyle  of  all  laws  fhall  be  as  follows,  to  wit, 
**Be  it  enafted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Nevir-York,  re- 
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|>rcfentcd*  in  Senate  and  Aflembly."  And  that  all  writs  and 
other  proceedings  ihall  run  in  the  name  of  "  the  People  of 
the  State  of  New- York,"  and  be  attefted  in  the  nathe  of  the 
chancellor  or  chief  judge  of  th<SL  court  from  whence  they  (half 
ifliie. 

XXXIL  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  naittc 
«nd  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  a  court  (hall  bie  inilituted  for  the 
trial  of  impeachments^  and  the  correction  of  errors,  under  the 
regulations  which  ihall  be  eftabliflied  by  the  kgiflature ;  and 
to  coniift  of  the  prefident  of  the  f^nate  for  the  time  btsing, 
and  the  fenators,  chancellor  and  judges  of  tne  fupreme  Court 
or  the  ifAJor  part  of  them ;  except,  thai  v^'hen  an  impeachment 
fhall  be  pfoftcuted  againft  the  char.  Jor,  or  either  of  tlie 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  the  perfon  fo  impeached  fhall  be 
I'ufpended  from  exercifing  his  ofHce  until  his  acquittal:  and 
in  like  manner,  when  an  appeal  from  a  decree  in  equity  fhal^ 
b6  heard,  the  chancellor  (halt  inform  the  Court  of  the  reafons 
of  his  decree,  but  fhall  not  have  a  voice  in  the  lth\il  fen- 
tcnce.  And  if  the  caufe  to  be  determined  fhall  be  brought  up 
by  writ  of  error  on  a  queilion  of  law,  on  a  judgment  in  the 
fupreme  court,  the  judges  of  that  court  fhall  afTign  the  reafons 
of  fuch  their  judgment^  but  fhall  not  have  i  toiee  for  its 
aflirmance  or  reverfal. 

XXXIIL  That  the  power  of  impeaching  all  officers  of  the 
State,  for  mal  and  corrupt  condu£):  in  their  refpe£iive  offices, 
be  vcfted  in  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  Affembly ;  but 
that  it  fhall  always  be  ncceffary  that  two-third  parts  of  the 
members  prefent  fhall  confent  to  and  agree  in  fuch  impeach- 
ment. That  previous  to  the  trial  of  every  impeachment,  the 
members  of  the  faid  court  fhall  refpeftiVely  be  f\<)'orn,  truly" 
and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in  qucflion 
according  to  evidence ;  and  that  no  judgment  of  the  faid  court 
fhall  be  valid,  unlcfs  it  be  aflfented  to  by  two-third  parts  of 
the  members  then  prefent :  nor  fhall  it  extend  farther  than 
to  removal  from  office,  and  difqualificatton  to  hold  and  enjoy' 
any  place  of  honour,  trufl  or  profit,  under  this  State.  But 
the  party  fo  convi£ted  fhall  be,  ncvcrthclefs,  liable  and  fubjeft 
to  indictment,  .trial,  judgment  and  punifhment,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

XXXIV.  And  it  is  farther  ordained,  that  in  every  trial  on 
impeachment  or  indiftment  for  crime;,  or  mifdemeanors,  the 
parly  impeached  or  indiCted  Sh&W  be  allowed  counfcl  as  in  civil 
t&ions. 
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XXXV.  And  that  thii  Convention  doth  fartheri  ifi  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  fuch  parts  of  the  common  law  of 
England,  and  of  the  flatute  j[aw  of  England  and  Great-Britain, 
and  of  the  a£ls  of  the  Icgiflature  of  the  colony  of  New-York, 
as  together  did  form  the  law  of  the  faid  colony  on  the  19th 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-flve,  Ihall  be  and  continue  the  law  of 
this  State  ;  fubje£i  to  fuch  alterations  and  provifions  as  the  Ic- 
giflature of  this  State  fliall  from  time  to  time  make  concerning 
the  fame.  That  fuch  of  the  faid  a£ls  as  are  temporary  fhall  ex- 
pire at  the  times  limited  for  their  duration  refpeflively.  That 
all  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  common  law,  and  all  fuch  of  the  ivA 
ftatutes  and  a£ls  aforefaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may  be  conftrued 
to  eiUblifhor  maintain  any  particular  denomination  of  Chriilians 
or  their  miniflers,  or  concern  the  allegiance  heretofore  yield- 
ed tu,  and  the  fupremacy,  fovereignty,  government  or  prero- 
gative, claimed  or  exerciied  by  the  king  of  Great-Britain  and 
his  predeceflbrs  over  the  colony  of  New- York  and  its  inha- 
bitants, or  are  repugnant  to  this  conflitution,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  abrogated  and  reje£led.  And  this  Convention  doth 
farther  ordain,  that  the  refolves  or  refolutions  of  the  congreiTes 
of  the  colony  of  New- York  and  of  the  Convention  of  the 
State  of  New-York  now  in  force,  and  not  repugnant  to  the 
government  eftablifhed  by  this  conftitution,  (hall  be  conftdered 
as  making  part  of  the  laws  of  this  State  ;  fubjeft,  nevcrihelefs, 
to  fuch  alterations  and  provifions  as  the  legiflature  of  this  State 
may,  from  time  to  time,  make  concerning  the  fame. 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  all  grants  of  lands 
within  this  State,  made  by  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  or  per- 
fons  afling  under  his  authority,  after  the  fourteenth  day  of 
06iober,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  fliall 
be  null  and  void  ;  but  that  nothing  in  this  conftitution  con- 
tained fhall  be  conflrued  to  affedl  any  grants  of  land,  within 
this  State,  made  by  the  authority  of  the  laid  king  or  his  pre- 
ilece(fors,  or  to  annul  any  charters  to  bodies  politic,  by  him  or 
them,  or  any  of  them,  made  prior  to  that  day.  And  that  none 
of  the  faid  charters  fhall  be  adjudged  to  be  void,  by  reafon  of 
any  non-ul'cr  or  mil-ufer  of  an^y  of  their  refpeftive  rights  or 
privileges,  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ieventy-fivc,  and 
the  publication  of  this  conflitution.  And  farther,  that  all 
fuch  of  the  ofEcers   del'cribed  in  the  faid  charters  rei'pe£lively, 
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as  by  the  terms  of  the  (aid  charters  were  to  be  appointed  by 
the  governor  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  with  or  without 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  council  of  the  faid  king  in  the 
faid  colony,  fliall  henceforth  be  appointed  by  the  council  eda- 
blilhcd  by  this  conditution  for  the  appointment  of  oi&cers  in 
this  State,  until  otherwife  direded  by  the  legiflature. 

XXXVII.  And  whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  fafe- 
ty  of  this  State,  that  peace  and  amity  with  the  Indians  within 
the  fame  be  at  all  times  iupported  and  maintained;  and  where- 
as the  frauds  too  often  pra^tifed  towards  the  laid  Indians,  in 
contra£ls  made  fur  their  lands,  have  in  divers  indances  been 
produfiive  of  dangercus  difcontents  and  animufuies,  be  it  or- 
dnined,  that  no  purchafcs  or  contra£ls  for  the  iale  of  lands, 
made  fince  the  fourteenth  day  of  Uftober,  in  the  year  of  our 
Luid  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-hve,  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  made  with  or  of  the  faid  Indians  within 
the  limits  of  this  State,  Ihali  be  binding  on  the  laid  Indians, 
or  deemed  valid,  unlets  made  under  the  authority  and  with  the 
confent  of  the  Icgiflature  of  this  State. 

XXXVIII.  And  whereas  we  are  required  by  the  benevolent 
principles  of  rational  liberty,  not  only  to  expel  civil  tyranny, 
but  alfo  to  guard  againd  that  fpiritual  oppreflion  and  intolerance 
wherewith  the  bijjotry  and  ambition  of  weak  and  wicked 
prieda  and  princes  have  fcourged  mankind  ;  this  Convention 
doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good 
people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that  the 
free  cxercife  and  enjoyment  of  religious  piofcflion  and  wordiip, 
without  difcrimination  or  preference,  fh;ill  for  ever  hereafter 
be  allowed  within  this  S'.ite  to  all  mankind.  Provided,  that 
the  liberty  of  confcience  h<"reby  granted  ftiall  not  be  fo  con- 
ilrucd  as  to  excuic  afls  of  liceutioufnefs,  or  juftlfy  praftices  in- 
confiftcnt  with  the  peace  or  fafety  of  this  State. 

XXXIX.  And  whereas  the  minifters  of  the  gofpcl  are  by 
their  profcihon  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  God  and  the  cure 
of  fouls,  and  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties 
of  their  funftion  ;  therefore  no  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  or 
pried  of  any  denomination  whatfoever,  (hall  at  any  time  here- 
after, under  any  pretence  or  delcription  whatever,  be  eligible 
to,  or  capable  of  holding  any  civil  or  military  office  or  place 
within  this  State. 

XL.  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmod  importance  to  the 
fafety  of  every  State,  that  it  fhonld  always  be  in  a  condition 
of  defence;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  who  enjoys  the 
prote£lion  of  fociety  to  be  prepared  and  willing  to  defend  it ; 
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this  Convention,  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  good  people  of  this  State  doth  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  that  the  militia  of  this  State,  at  all  times  hereafter, 
as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  Aiall  be  armed  and  difciplined,  and 
in  readinefs  for  ferviceu  That  all  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  State,  being  of  the  people  culled  Quakers,  who,  from 
fcruples  of  conl'cience,  may  be  avcrfe  to  the  bearing  of  arms, 
be  therefrom  excufed  by  the  legiflature ;  and  do  pay  to  the 
State  fuch  fums  of  money  in  lieu  of  their  perfonal  fervicc,  as 
the  fame  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  legiflature,  be  worth : 
and  that  a  proper  magazine  of  warlike  (lores,  proportionate  to 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  be  for  ever  hereafter  at  the  expenfe 
of  this  State,  and  by  a£ls  of  the  Icgiflature,  cdabliftied,  main- 
tained, and  continued  in  every  county  in  this  State. 

XLI.  And  this  Convention  doth  further  ordain,  determine, 
and  declare,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good 
people  of  this  State,  that  trial  by  jury,  in  all  cafes  in  which 
it  hath  heretofore  been  ufcd  in  the  colony  of  New- York,  fliall 
be  edabliflied,  and  remain  inviolate  for  ever  :  and  that  no  a£ls 
of  attainder  (hall  be  pa  (Ted  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State  for 
crimes,  other  than  thofe  committed  before  the  termination  of 
the  prefent  war ;  and  that  fuch  a£ls  {hall  not  work  a  corruption 
of  blood.  And  farther,  that  the  legiflature  of  this  State  fhall 
at  no  time  hereafter  inditute  any  new  court  or  courts 
but  fuch  as  (hall  proceed  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  com- 
mon law. 

XLI  I.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  de- 
termine, and  declare,  that  it  fhall  be  in  the  dlfcretion  of  the 
legiflature  to  naturalize  all  fuch  perfons,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as 
they  fliall  think  proper,  provided  all  fuch  of  the  peri'ons  fo  to 
be  by  them  naturalized,  as  being  born  in  parts  beyond  fea,  and 
out  of  the  United  States  of  America,  (hall  come  to  fettle  in,  and 
become  fubje&s  of  this  State,  (hall  take  an  oat!;  of  allegiance  to 
this  State,  and  abjure  and  renounce  all  allegiance  and  (ubjeflion 
to  all  and  every  foreign  king,  prince,  potentate,  and  (late,  in 
all  matters  ecclefiaflical  as  well  as  civil. 


In  1787,  the  legiflature  of  this  State  ceded  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  MaiTachufetts,  all  the  lands  within  their  jurifdiftion, 
weft  of  a  meridian  that  (hall  be  drawn  from  a  point  in  the 
north  boundary  line  of  Pennfylvania,  eighty-two  miles  weft 
from  the  Delaware  (excepting  one  mile  along  the  ead  fide  of 
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Niagara  river)  and  alfo  ten  townfhips  bei'<  sen  the  Cheneng« 
•nd  Owcgy  rivers,  referving  tlie  juriu'r  »>  i«>  rhe  S'Jte  of 
New-York.  This  ceflion  was  made  to  lau  . V  «  bliir/t  of  MalTi. 
chufetts  founded  upon  their  original  charter. 

All  free  governments  abound  with  lawyers.  Of  ihefc  Ame- 
rica  furnifhes  a  plentiful  growth,  and  New-York  has  its  (hare, 
as  it  contains  no:  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  licenfcd 
attornies.  In  this  State  the  praftice  of  law  is  conformed  to 
the  Englifli  mode,  but  is  more  confidently  adminidcred  than  in 
that  country.  Law,  indeed,  in  New-York,  is  not  an  engine 
thereby  the  innocent  are  entrapped  and  ruined,  or  by  which 
the  worthy  citizen  is  deprived  of  his  liberty  and  property  at 
the  pleafure  of  his  governors.  The  lawyers  of  New-York  arc 
in  general  men  of  honor.  The  feveral  degrees  in  the  profeffion, 
the  number  of  critical  examinations  that  candidates  are  obliged 
to  pafs  through  before  they  can  be  admitted  as  coutifcllors  in  the 
higher  courts,  together  with  the  time  of  ftudy  required  by  the 
rules  of  admiflion,  render  an  accel's  to  the  fird  honors  of  the 
bar  fo  difficult  as  to  preclude  ignorant  pretenders  to  the^  impor- 
tant fcience  of  law,  New-Yoik  can  boaft  of  many  eminent  cha. 
ra£lers  in  all  the  learned  profeflions,  and  has  furniihed  America 
Vfiih  fome  of  her  mod  able  legiflators.  It  is  however  to  be 
feared,  that  a  too  rigid  adherence  to  the  forms  of  legal  procefs 
in  England  has  fometimes  perplexed  the  road  to  judice,  and 
prevented  valuable  improvements  in  the  praflice,  not  only  of 
this  but  of  mod  of  the  other  States. 

FINANCES. 

A  variety  of  circum dancer  have  confpircd  to  fill  the  treafur)' 
of  this  State,  and  wholly  to  fuperfcde  the  necedityof  taxation 
for  feveral  years  pad  ;  fird,  confifcations  and  economical  manage- 
ment of  that  property;  lecond,  falcs  of  unappropriated  lands; 
and  third,  a  duty  on  imports  previous  to  the  edablifhment  of 
the  federal  government.  The  two  former  were  fold  for  conti* 
nental  certificates,  at  a  time  when  the  credit  of  the  State  was, 
perhaps,  above  the  par  of  the  Union,  which  was  the  caufe  of  getting 
a  large  fum  of  the  public  debt  into  the  treafury  of  the  State  at 
a  depreciated  value,  Thefe  certificates,  fincc  the  funding  fydcm 
came  into  operation,  added  to  the  aifumed  State  debt,  a  vad 
quantity  of  which  was  alfo  in  the  treafury,  forms  an  enormous 
mafs  of  property,  yielding  an  annuity  of  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars  ;  and  when  the  deferred  debt  diall  become 
a  fix  per  cent,  dock,  this  annuity  will  be  increafed  to  ypwards 
of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 
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The  abtlky  of  the  State,  therefore,  ii  abundantly  competent 
to  aid  public  inftitutions  of  every  kind,  to  make  roada,  creft 
bridges,  open  canals,  and  to  pu(h  every  kind  of  improvement 
to  the  mtod  dclirable  length.  It  could  be  wi(hed,  that  thofe 
citizens  who  were  exiled  during  the  war,  and  whofe  property 
Was  expofed  during  its  continuance  to  wanton  depredations, 
were  amply  rewarded  by  a  legiflature  pofTeflTing  fo  fully  the 
means  of  difcriminating  this  unhappy  clafs  of  I'uflFerers,  and 
making  them  compenCation  for  their  voluntary  facrifices,  wc  are 
not  without  hope  that  this  will  foon  be  the  cafe. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

By  ofHctal  returns  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  made  to  the 
governor  by  the  adjutant-general,  it  appears  that  the  total  num- 
ber in  1789,  was  forty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  aiid  feventy- 
nine;  1790— forty-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
j/ygi — fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  Bcfides  * 
thefc,  there  are  as  many  as  five  or  fix  thoufand  of  the  militia  iii 
the  new  fettlements,  who  are  not  yet  organized. 

FORTS,   &c. 

Thefe  are  principally  in  ruins.     The  demolition  of  thrf^^Jfert 
in  the  city  of  New-York  has  been  mentioned.     Remains  of  llbfl^) 
fortifications  on  Long-Ifiand,  York-Ifl:tnd,  White-Plains,  Weft- 
Point,  and  other  places,  are    ftill  viftble.      Fort  Stanwix,  built 
by  the  BritiiV   in    1758,    at  the   expenfc,  it    is  faid,   of  fixty 
thoufand  pounds,  is  one  hundred  and  feven  miles  weftward  of 
Skenc£tndy,  on  an  artificial  eminence  bordering  on  the  Mohawk 
river,  and  in  travelling    this  diftance,    you  pafs   Fort    Hunter, 
Fort  Anthony,  Fort  Plain,  Fort    Heikcmer,  and  Fort  Schuyler. 
As  you  proceed  wcftward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  you  pafs  Fort  Bull, 
and  Fort   Brcweton,  at   the   weft  end   of   Oneida  lake.      Fort 
George  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George.     At  the  point  where 
lake  George  communicates  with  lake  Champlain  is  the  famous 
poft  of  Ticonderoga,  by  which  word  the  Canadians   undcrftand 
noify, — The  works  at  this  place  arc  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  dilapidation, 
that  a  ftranger  can  fcarccly  form  an  idea  of  their  conftruftion. 
They  are,  however,  fituated  on  fuch  high  ground  as  to  com- 
mand the  communication  between  the  lakes  George  and  Cham- 
,   plain.     Oppofite,  on  the  fouth   fide  of  the  water  that  empties 
out  of  lake  George,  is  a  mountain,  to  appearance  inacceflible, 
called  Mount   Defiance,  where  General   Burgoync,  in   the  late 
war,  with  a  bolJnefs,  fecrccy,  and  dil'patch  almoft  uparalleled, 
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conveyed  a  number  of  cannon,  Aores,  and  troops.  The  cannon 
were  raifed  by  large  brafs  tackles  from  tree  to  tree,  and  from 
rock  to  rock,  over  dens  of  rattle-fnakes,  to  the  fummit,  which 
entirely  commands  the  works  of  Ticonderoga.  This  circum- 
ftance  mufl  ever  be  confidered  as  a  full  juilification  of  General 
Sinclair's  fudden  retreat  with  the  American  army,  and  the 
obfervation  which  he  made  on  his  trial,  in  his  own  defence, 
that  "though  he  had  lofl  a  poll  he  had  faved  a  State,"  was 
afterwards  verified. 

Crown-Point  is  fifteen  miles  north  of  Ticonderoga  on  lake 
Champlain*  The  fort  at  this  place  in  which  a  Britifli  garrifon 
was  always  kept,  from  the  redu£lion  of  Canada  till  the  Ameri-t 
can  Revolution,  was  the  mofl:  regular,  and  the  mofl  expenfive 
of  any  ever  conftrufted  and  fupported  by  the  Britifli  government 
in  North-America.  The  walls  are  of  wood  and  earth,  about 
iixtcen  feet  high,  and  twenty  feet  thick,  and  nearly  one  hundred 
ar.d  fifty  yards  fquare,  furrounded  by  a  deep  and  broad  ditch  cut 
through  a  folid  rock.  It  (lands  on  a  riling  ground,  perhaps 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  lake,  with  which  there  was  a 
covered  way,  by  which  the  garrifon  could  be  fupplied  with 
water  in  time  of  a  fiege.  The  only  gate  opens  on  the  north 
towards  the  lake,  where  there  was  a  draw-bridge.  On  the 
right  and  left,  as  you  enter  the  fort,  ar%a  row  of  flone  barracks, 
not  inelegantly  built,  fufficient  to  contain  fifteen  hundred  or 
two  thoufand  troops ;  the  parade  is  between  them,  and  is  a  flat 
fmooth  rock.  There  were  leveral  out-works,  which  are  now 
in  ruins,  as  is  the  principal  fort,  except  the  walls,  and  the  walls 
of  the  barracks,  which  flill  remain* 

INDIANS. 

The  body  of  the  fix  nations  inhabit  the  weftern  parts  of  this 
State.  The  principal  part  of  the  Mohawk  tribe  refide  on  Grand 
river  in  Upper  Canada  ;  and  there  are  two  villages  of  Senecas  on 
the  Allegany  river,  near  the  north  line  of  Pennfylvania,  and  a? 
few  Delawares  and  Skawaghkces,  on  BufFiloe  creek.  Includ- 
ing thefe,  and  the  Stockbridge  and  Mohegan  Indians,  who 
have  migrated  and  fettled  in  the  vicinity  of  Oneida,  there 
are,  in  the  fix  nations,  according  to  an  accurate  eflimate 
lately  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  miflionary  among 
them,  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  fouls.  He 
adds,  that  among  thefe  there  is  comparatively  but  very  few 
children. 

The   following  extra£l  of  a   letter  from  Mr.   Kirkland,  will 
give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  chara6lerS|  which,  according  to 
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Indian  tradition,  are  excluded  from  the  happy  country :  "The 
region  of  Pure  Spirits,  the  five  nations  call  Eskanane.  The 
only  chara&ers  which,  according  to  their  traditions,  cannot  be 
admitted  to  participate  of  the  pleafures  and  delights  of  thi* 
happy  country,  are  reduced  to  three,  viz.  fuicides ;  the  difo- 
bedient  to  the  counfels  of  the  chiefs  :  and  fuch  as  put  away  their 
wives  on  account  of  pregnancy.  According  to  their  tradition, 
there  is  a  gloomy,  fathomlefs  gulph,  near  the  borders  of  the 
delightful  manfions  of  £(kanane,  over  which  all  good  and 
brave  fpirits  pafs  with  fafety,  under  the  conduft  of  a  faithfuL 
and  (kilful  guide  appointed  for  that  purpofe ;  but  when  a  fui- 
cide,  or  any  of  the  above-mentioned  chara£ters,  approach  thia 
gulph,  the  condu£lor,  who  poffeffes  a  moft  penetrating  eye, 
inftantly  difcovers  their  fpiritual  features  and  charafter,  and 
denies  them  his  aid,  afligning  his  reafons.  They  will,  however, 
attempt  to  crofs  upon  a  fmall  pole,  which  before  they  reach  the 
middle,  trembles  and  fhakes,  till  prefently  down  they  fall  with 
horrid  (hrieks.  In  this  dark  and  dreary  gulph,  they  fuppofe 
refides  a  great  dog,  fome  fay  a  dragon,  infe£led  with  the  itch^ 
which  makes  him  perpetually  refllefs  and  fpitcful.  The  guilty 
inhabitants  of  this  miferable  region,  all  catch  this  difeafe  of 
the  great  dog,  and  grope  and  roam  from  fide  to  fide  of  their 
gloomy  manfion  in  perpetual  torments.  Sometimes  they 
approach  fo  near  the  happy  fields  of  Eikanane,  that  they  can 
hear  the  Tongs  and  dances  of  their  former  companions.  This 
only  f'ervcs  to  increale  their  torments,  as  they  can  difcern  no 
light,  nor  difcover  any  padage  by  which  they  can  gain  acccfs 
to  them.  They  fuppofe  ideots  and  dogs  go  into  the  fame  gulph^ 
but  have  a  more  comfortable  apartment,  where  they  enjoy  fome 
little  light."  Mr.  Kirkland  adds,  that  feveral  other  nations 
of  Indians  with  whom  he  has  converfed  on  the  fuhjeft,  hav» 
nearly  the  fame  traditionary  notions  of  a  future  ftate.  They 
almoft  univerfally  agree  in  this,  that  the  departed  fpirit  is  ten 
days  in  its  paflage  to  their  happy  elyfium,  after  it  leaves  the 
body ;  fome  of  them  fuppofe  its  courfe  is  towards  the  louth ; 
others  that  it  afcends  from  fome  lofty  mountain. 

The  Oneidas  inhabit  on  Oneida  creek,  twenty  one  miles  weft 
of  Fort  Stan'.vix, 

The  Tufcaroras  migrated  from  North-Carolina  and  the  fron- 
tiers of  Virginia,  and  were  adopted  by  the  Oneidas,  with  whom 
they  have  ever  fince  lived.  They  were  originally  of  the  fame 
nation. 

The  Sener  i  inhabit  the  Chcneffee  river,  at  the  ChcnefTee 
caftle.     They  have  two  towns  of  fixty  or  fevcnty  ibuls  each, 


;'*i 


gfio 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


on  French  creek,  in  Pennfylvania ;  and  another  town  on  BufFa. 
loe  creek,  attached  to  the  Britilh  ;  two  fmall  towns  on  Allega. 
ny  river,  attached  to  the  Americans.  Obeit,  or  Cornplantcr, 
one  of  the  Seneca  chiefs,  refided  here.  , . 

The  Mohawks  were  acknowledged  by  the  other  tribes,  to 
tife  their  own  exprcfllons,  to  be  "  the  true  old  heads  of  the 
confederacy;  and  were,  formerly,  a  powerful  tribe,  inhabiting 
vn  the  Mohawk  river..  As  they  were  (Irongly  attached  to  the 
Johnfon  family  on  account  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  they  cmi. 
grated  to  Canada,  with  Sir  John  Johnfon,  about  the  year  1776. 
There  is  now  only  one  family  of  them  in  the  State,  and  they 
live  about  a  mile  from  Fort  Hunter.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  drowned  in  the  winter  of  1788. 

All  the  confederated  tribes,  except  the  Oneidas  and  Tufca* 
roras,  fided  with  the  Britifli  in  the  late  war,  and  fought  againft 
the  Americans. 

The  Onondagas  live  near  the  Onondaga  lake,  about  twenty- 
five  miles  from  the  Oneida  lake.  In  the  fpring  of  1779,  a  regi- 
xnent  of  men  were  fent  from  Albany,  by  General  J.  Qlint»n, 
againft  the  Onondagas.  This  regiment  furprifed  their  town, 
took  thirty-three  prifoners,  killed  twelve  or  fourteen,  and 
returned  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  A  party  of  the  Indians 
were  at  this  time  ravaging  the  American  frontiers. 

There  are  very  few  of  the  Delaware  tribe  in  this  State. 
The  Five  Confederated  Nations  were  fettled  along  the  banks 
of  the   Sufquchannah,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,    until  the 
year    1779,    when    General    Sullivan,    with  an    army    of    four 
thcmfand  men,  drove   them  from  their  country  to   Niagara,  but 
could  not  bring  them   to  aftion.     They   waited,  but   waited  iix 
vain,  for  the  afliftance  of  the  elements,  or,  as   tl>  y  expreffed 
themlclvcs,  for  the  afliftance  of  the  Great    Spirit.     Had  heavy 
rains  fallen  while   General   Sullivan's  army   was  advanced  into 
their  country,  perhaps    few  of  his  foldieis  would  have  el'caped, 
and   none   of    their    baggage,    ammunition,    or    artillery.      This 
expedition  had  a  good  effetl.     General    Sullivan   burnt   fevenil 
of    their    towns    and    deftroyed    their    ptovilions.     Since    this 
irruption    into    their    country,    their    former    habitations    have 
been     moftly     deferted,    and    many     of    them     have    gone    to 
Canada. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1787,  John  Livingfton,  Efq, 
and  four  others,  obtained  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  a 
Ical'e  ft)r  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  yearly  rent 
rei^rved  of  two  thouiatid  dollars,  of  all    ihc  countrv  included 
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in  the  following  limits,  viz.  Bi'ginning  at  a  place  commonly 
Iciiown  by  the  name  of  Canada  creek,  about  feven  miles  weft 
of  Fort  Stanwix,  now  Fort  Schuyler,  thence  north-eaftwardlv  to 
the  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec  ;  thence  along  the  faid  line 
to  the  Pcnnfylvania  line;  thence  eaft  on  the  faid  line,  Pennlylva- 
nia  line,  to  the  line  of  property,  fo  called  by  the  State  of  New- 
York  ;  thence  along  the  faid  line  of  property  fo  Canada  creek 
aforefaid.  And  on  the  i8th  of  J^nuary,  1788,  the  fame  perfons 
obtained  a  leafe  of  the  Oneida  Indians  for  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  years,  on  a  rent  referved  for  the  firft  year,  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars,  and  increallng  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year,  until  it  amounts  to  one  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars^ 
of  all  the  traO:  of  land  commonly  called  the  Oneida  country^ 
except  a  refervation  of  feveral  tra£ls  fpecified  in  the  leafe.  But 
thefe  leafes  having  been  obtained  without  the  confent  of  the 
legillature  of  the  State,  the  Senate  and  Aflfembly,  in  their  fef- 
fion,  March  1788,  refolvcd,  •'  That  the  faid  Icafcs  are  purchafes 
of  lands,  and  therefore,  that  by  the  conftitution  of  this  St.ite, 
the  faid  leafes  are  not  binding  on  the  faid  Indians,  and  are  not 
vaUd."  Since  this  i  treaty  has  been  concluded  with  ,;he  faid 
Indians,  the  bargain  of  the  leafes  annulled,  and  all  the  country 
,  purchafed  of  the  natives,  except  a  relervation  to  tlic  Oneidas, 
Cayug<is,  and  Onondagas,  defined  by  certain  marks  and  boun- 
daries. 

In  confequence  of  the  appearance  of  a  rupture  between  Ame- 
rica and  England  in  1794,  Congrefs  voted  fuppiies  for  raifing 
fortifications  in  moft  of  the  pffincipal  fea-ports — 'The  Legiflaturc 
of  New-York  granted  a  confiderable  '1..1  in  addition  to  vhat 
fell  to  the  fhare  of  the  State.  Fortif.r  i:ons  have  fince  been 
carried  on  to  a  confiderable  extc.u  on  governors,  and  otlier 
fmall  Iflands  which  commands  the  entr  'C*.  to  the  city  of  New- 
York.  When  the  intended  well  co  alrutled  works  are  com- 
pleted, it  will  be  dangerous  for  f}\)\%  of  war  l>..  approach  ;  and 
the  citizens  will  feel  themfeive?  perreftiy  caiy  V7ith  refpeft  to 
foreign  invafion. 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 


X  HIS  State  is  fituatcd  between  39**  and  41°*  24'  north  latitude, 
and  the  greatell  part  of  it  lies  between  the  meridian  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  !*■  eafl  longitude.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fixty 
miles  long,  and  fifty-two  bcoad  ;  and  is  bounded  eaft,  by  Hud. 
fon  river  and  the  lea  ;  fouth,  by  the  fca  j  weft,  by  Delaware 
bay  and  river,  which  divide  it  from  the  States  of  Delaware  and 
Pcnnfylvania  ;  north,  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of 
Mahakkaniak  river,  in  latitude  41''  24'  to  a  point  on  Hudfon 
river  in  latitude  41^.  Containing  about  eight  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  twenty  fquare  miles,  equal  to  five  million  three 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  eight  hundred  acres. 


FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

The  counties  of  Suflex,  Morris,  and  the  northern  part  of 
Bergen,  are  mountainous.  The  Soutli  mountain,  which  is  one 
rid^e  of  the  great  Allcg.iny  range,  trofl'es  this  State  in  about 
latiiudc  41",  This  mountain  emboloms  fuch  amazing  quantities 
of  iron  ore,  that  it  may  not  improperly  be  called  the  Iron 
Mountain.  Thg  Kittatinny  lidgc  pajrcu  through  this  State  north 
oT  the  South  mountain.  Several  fpurs  from  thefe  mountains  are 
projc-dled  in  a  (outhcni  diic£lion.  One  paflcL^  bctweer.  Spring- 
field and  Chatham  ;  another  runs  weft  of  it,  by  Morriftown, 
Bafkinridge,  and  Vealtown.  The  interior  counLiy  is,  in  gene- 
ral, agreeably  variegated  with  liills  and  vallics.  Tlic  ibuthern 
C'Hinties  which  lie  along  the  lea  coaft,  are  pretty  uniformly  flat 
and  landy.  Tlie  noted  Highlands  of  Navcfink,  and  Center 
hiil,  are  almoft  the  only  hilh  within  the  diftancc  of  many  miles 
from  the  lea  coaft.  llie  Higlilands  of  Navefmk  arc  on  the  lea 
coaft  near  Saudy -Hook,  in  the  townfliip  of  Middleton,  and  UHJ 
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fy\t  firft  lands  that  arc  difcovercd  by  mariners,  as  fhey  come 
\ipon  the  coaft.  They  rife  about  fix  hundred  feet  above  the 
furface  of  the  water. 

As  much    as    five-righths  of  mofl   of  the    fouthern  counllrs, 
or  one  fourth  of  the  whole  State,  is    almoft  a  fandy,    barren 
waftc,  unfit  in  many  parts  for  cultivation.      The  land   on  the 
fea  coaft  in  this,  like  that  in  the  more  fouthern  States,  has  every 
appearance  of  made  ground.     The  foil  is  generally  a  light  fand  ; 
and  by  digging,  on  an  average,  about  fifty  feet  below    tha  fur- 
fsce,  which   can    be   done,  even  at  the    diftance  of  twenty   or 
thirty  miles  from  the  fea,  without  any  impediment  from  rocks 
or  ftones,  you  come  to  fait  marfh.     The    genthman    who  gave 
this  information  adds,  "  I  have  leen  an  oyfter  fhcU  t!i<it  would 
hold  a  pint,    which    was    dug  out    of  the   marlh,  at    fifty   feet 
deep,  in  digging  a  well."     "  About  feven  years  fincc,"  conti- 
nues our  informer,  "  at  Long  Branch,  in  the  county   of  Mon- 
mouth, in  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic,  which  were  greatly  torn  by 
a  great  rife  of  the  fca  in  a  violent  cafteriy  ftorm,  was  difcovcred 
tli3  {keleton  of  fome  huge   carnivorous   animal.      The   country 
people  who  fnft  faw  it   had  fo  little  curiofity,  as  to  fuffer  it   to 
be  wholly  dcftroycd,  except  a  jaw   tooth  which  I   faw.     This  • 
wns  about  two  and  an   half  inches   wide,  five  inches   long,  and 
as  many  deep.     The  perfon  who  helped  to  take   it   out   of  the 
bank  aiTurcd  me,  there  was  one  rib   leven  feet  four  inches,  and 
another  four   feet  long."     The  bones  of  another  of  thefe  ani- 
wals  have   lately  been  difcovcred   in    a  meadow,  in  the   county 
of  Glouceiler,  on  the   river  Delaware,  by    a   negro,    who  was 
digging  a  ditch,  three    or  four  feet  deep.     Part   of  thefe  bones 
were  fcnt  to   Philadelphia.     To  account    for  thefe  curious  phe- 
nomena is   not  our  bufinefs  ;  this  is  left  for  the  ingenious    na- 
tviralift,  who  has  abilities    and  leifure  to    comp;u-e  fafts  and  ap- 
pearance of  this  kind,  and   who  probably  may  th'."nce  draw  con- 
clufions  which    may  throw   much  light  on  the  ancient  hiflory 
of  this  country. 

New- Jcrf-'jy  is  wafhed  on  the  call:  and  foutli-caft,  by  Iludfon 
river  and  the  ocean  ;  and  on  the  weil,  by  the  river  Delaware. 

The  mofl;  remarkable  bays  arc,  Arthur  Kiil,  or  Newark  bav, 
formed  by  the  union  of  Palfaik  and  Hackinlack  rivers.  Tlii>j 
bay  opens  to  the  right  and  left,  and  embraces  Statcn-Iflann. 
There  is  a  long  bay  formed  by  a  beach,  four  or  five  miU-s 
from  the  fliorc,  extending  along  the  coafh  north-eafl:  and  fouth- 
wcPt,   fioui    Mauarquand    river,    in     Monmouth   countv,    ahnoft 
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to  Cape  May.  Through  this  beach  are  a  number  of  inlets,  by 
^vhich   the  bay  communicates  with  the  ocean. 

On  the  top  of  a  mountain,  in  Morris  county,  is  a  lake  or 
pond,  three  miles  in  length,  and  from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  an 
half  in  breadth,  from  which  proceeds  a  continual  flream.  It  is 
in  lome  places  deep.  The  water  is  of  a  fea  green  colour  ;  but 
when  taken  up  in  a  tumbler,  is,  like  the  water  of  the  ocean,  dear 
find  of  a  cryflalline  colour. 

The  rivers  in  this  State,  though  not  large,  are  numerous, 
^  traveller,  in  pafling  the  common  road  from  New- York  to 
Philadelphia,  crofles  three  confiderable  rivers,  viz.  the  Hackin- 
fack  and  Paffaik,  between  Bergen  and  Newark,  and  the  Raritan 
by  Brunfwitk.  The  Hackinfack  rifes  in  Bergen  county,  runs  a 
fouthwardly  courfe,  and  empties  into  Newark  Tiay.  At  tho 
ferry^  near  its  mouth,  it  is  four  hundred  and  llxty  yards  wide, 
find  is  navigable  fifteen  miles. 

Paffjik  is  a  very  crooked  river.  It  rifes  in  a  large  fwamp  in 
Morris  county.  Its  general  courfe  is  from  weft  north- weft  to 
caftfouth  eaft,  until  it  mingles  with  the  Plackinfack  at  the 
jhead  of  Newark  bay.  It  is  navigable  about  ten  miles,  and  is 
t^wo  hundred  and  thirty  yards  wide  at  the  ferry.  The  cataraft 
(or  Great  Falls)  in  this  river,  is  one  of  the  greateft  natural 
puriolUies  in  this  State.  The  river  is  about  forty  yards  wide, 
^nd  moves  in  a  flow,  gentle  current,  until  coming  within  a 
fhort  diftarice  of  a  deep  cleft  in  the  rock,  which  crofles  the 
ch;inncl  ;  it  delccnds  and  fjlls  above  feventy  feet  perpendicu- 
laily,  in  one  entire  fheet.  One  end  of  the  cleft,  which  was 
evidently  made  by  fomc  violent  convuUion  in  nature,  is  doled; 
^t  the  other,  the  water  ruflies  out  with  incredible  fwiftnefs, 
forming  an  acute  angle  with  its  former  direftion,  and  is  receiv- 
ed into  a  large  bafon,  whence  it  takes  a  winding  courfe 
through  the  rocks,  and  fpreads  into  a  broad  fmooth  ftrcam.  liic 
eleft  is  from  frur  to  twelve  feet  broad.  The  falh'ng  of  the  water 
Occalions  a  cloud  of  vapour  to  arife,  which  by  floating  amidft 
the  iu.i  beanjij  prelcnts  to  the  view  rainbows,  that  add  beauty 
to  tJK-  tremendous  Ice  e.  The  new  manufafturing  town  of 
Pattei:  J  is  crofted  upon  the  Great  Falls  in  this  river.  The 
ivfftern  bank  of  the  river,  between  Newark  and  the  Falls, 
a^o^d^s  ore  of  the  plc.ifantcft  roads  for  a  party  of  plealure  in 
Ncw-Jeriey.  The  bank  being  high,  gives  the  traveller  an  ele- 
vated and  enteniive  view  of  the  oppoRtc  fliorc,  which  is  low 
snd  fertile:,  forming  a  landlcapc,  pitturelque  and  beautiful. 
Many    handlome  country    feats  adorn   the  fidts   of    this   river  ; 
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and  there  are  elegant  fituations  for  more.  Gentlemen  of  fortune 
might  here  dilplny  their  taftc  to  advantage.  The  fifli  of  various 
kinds  with  which  this  river  abounds,  while  they  would  furnifli 
the  table  with  an  agreeable  repaft,  would  afford  the  fportlinan 
in  innocent  and  manly  atnufement, 

Raritan  river  is  formed  by  tv/o  confidcrable  dreams,  called 
the  north  and  ibuth  branches  *  one  of  which  has  its  fource 
in  Morris,  the  other  in  Hunterdon  county.  It  paflies  by  Brunf- 
wick  and  Ainboy,  and  mingles  with  the  waters  of  the  Arthur 
Kill  iound,  and  helps  to  form  the  fine  harbour  of  Amboy,  It 
is  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  at 
Brunlwick,  and  is  navigable  about  fixteen  miles.  It  is  fup- 
poled  that  thii  river  is  .capable  of  a  very  ftcady  lock  navigation, 
as  high  as  the  junftion  of  the  north  and  fouth  branches  ;  an<l 
thence  up  the  fouth  branch  to  Grandin's  bridge  in  Kingwood* 
Thence  60  Delaware  river  is  ten  or  twelve  miles.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  a  portage  will  be  here  eftablifhed  by  a  turnpike  road  :  or 
the  waters  of  the  Raritan  may  be  united  with  thofe  of  the 
Delaware,  by  a  canal  from  the  fouth  branch  of  the  Raritan  to 
Mufconetcony  river,  which  empties  into  the  Delaware,  or  from 
Capoolong  creek,  a  water  of  the  Raritan,  emptying  at  Grandin's 
bridge,  and  Neceffackaway,  a  water  of  the  Delaware.  It  is 
fuppoled  alio  that  an  inland  navigation  from  Philadelphia  to 
Ncw-Yoik  may  be  efPetlcd  by  proceeding  up  the  Afanpink,  a 
water  of  the  Delaware,  emptying  at  Trenton,  towards  Prince- 
ton ;  and  from  thence  by  a  canal  to  the  MiUftone,  a  water  of 
the  river,  to  New-Bruniwick. 

At  Raritain  hills,  through  which  this  river  pafles,  is  a  fmall 
cafcadc,  where  the  water  falls  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  very 
romantically,  between  two  rocks.  This  river  oppofite  to 
Prunlwick  is  lo  lliillow,  that  it  is  fordable  at  low  water  with 
holies  and  carriages,  but  a  little  below  it  deepens  lo  fad  that 
a  twenty  gun  iliij.)  may  ride  lecurely  «it  any  time  of  tide.  The 
tide,  however,  iiies  lo  liigli,  tliat  large  fliallops  pafs  a  mile 
above  the  ford  ;  lo  tiiat  it  is  nu  uncommon  thing  to  fee  vcfiels 
of  conlidcrabic  burden  riding  at  anchor,  and  a  number  of  large 
river  cratt  lyms;  ab'Ve,  fi>ine  dry,  and  others  on  their  beam 
ends  for  want  oF  water,   within  gunfliot  of  each  other. 

Bridges  liave  lately  been  eietlcd,  ;ind  are  now  nearly  or 
quite  c  mpleted  (n;^rceahly  to  laws  of  the  State  palled  for  that 
purpC)lc)  C)ver  the  Palluik,  Hackinlack,  and  Raritan  rivers,  on  the 
poll  roa.d  b;Uvvccn  New- York  a:id  Philadelphia.  Thefe  bridges 
wdl  greatly  i"acii;:.itc  the  iutcrcourlc  between  thefe  too  great 
cities. 
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Beftdeft  thefc  are  Cefarea  river,  or  Cohan  fey  creek,  which 
rlfes  in  Salem  county,  and  is  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  and 
navigable  for  veflels  of  an  hundred  tons  to  Bridgetown,  twenty 
miles  from  its  mouth. 

Mulicus  river  divides  the  counties  of  Gloucellei'  and  Bur- 
lington, and  is  navigable  twenty  miles  for  veffels  of  fixty  tons, 

Maurice  river  riles  in  Gloucefter  county,  runs  fouthwardly 
about  forty  miles,  and  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  an  hundred 
tons,  fifteen  miles,  and  for  (hallops  ten  miles  farther. 

AUoway  creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem,  is  navigable  fixteen 
miles  for  (hallops,  with  feveral  ob(lru£lions  of  drawbridges, 
Ancocus  creek,  in  Burlington  county,  is  alfo  navigable  iix- 
teen  miles.  Thefe,  with  many  other  fmaller  flreams,  empty 
into  the  Delaware,  and  carry  down  the  produce  which  their 
fertile  banks  and  the  neighbouring  country  afford. 

That  part  of  the  State  which  borders  on  the  fca,  is  indented 
with  a  great  number  of  fmall  rivers  and  creeks,  fuch  as  Great 
£gg-harbour,  and  Little  Egg-harbour  rivers,  Navefink,  Shark, 
Matticung,  and  Forked  rivers,  which,  as  the  country  is  flat, 
are  navigable  for  fmall  craft  almoft  to  their  fources. 

Paulin's  Kiln,  in  Suficx  county,  is  navigable  for  craft 
fifteen  miles ;  and  the  Mufconetcony,  which  divides  Hunterdon 
from  Suflex,  is  capable  of  beneficial  improvement,  as  is  the 
Pcquefl,  or  Pequaflet,  between  the  two  laftmentioned  rivers. 

This  State  is  remarkable  for  mill  feats,  eleven  hundred  of 
which  are  already  improved;  five  hundred  with  flour  mills, 
and  the  reft  with  faw  mills,  fulling  mills,  forges,  furnaces, 
flitting,  and  rolling  mills,  paper,  powder,  and  oil  mills. 

Sandy-Hook,  or  Point,  is  in  the  tovvnfhip  of  Middletown  j 
and  on  this  point  ftands  a  light  houfe^  one  hundred  feet  high, 
built  by  the  citizens  of  New-York, 


■    SOIL    AND    PRODUCTIONS. 


This  State  has  all  the  varieties  of  foil  from  the  worft  to  th© 
bcft  kind.  It  h;is  a  great  proportion  of  barrens.  The  good 
land  in  the  fouthcrn  counties  lies  principally  on  the  banks  of 
rivers  and  creeks.  The  loil  on  thele  banks  is  generallv  a  fliff 
clay  :  and  while  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  produces  various  fpecics 
of  oak,  hickory,  poplar,  chefnut,  afh,  gum,  &c.  The  barrens 
produce  little  elfe  but  fhrub   oaks   and  yellow    pines.     Thcl« 
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iir\^y  lands  yield  an  itnmenre  quantity  of  bog  iron  ore,  which 
is  worked  up  to  great  advantage,  in  the  iron  works  in  thefe 
counties.  There  are  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow  along  the 
lower  part  of  the  Delaware  river  and  bay,  which  aiford  a  plen« 
tiful  pafture  for  cattle  in  fummer,  and  hay  in  winter ;  but  the 
flies  and  muikctoes  frequent  thefe  meadows  in  large  fwarms, 
in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  and  prove  very 
troublefome  both  to  man  and  bead.  In  Gloucefter  and  Cum- 
berland counties  are  feveral  large  trads  of  banked  meadow. 
Their  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  renders  them  highly  valuable. 
Along  the  fea  coaft  the  inhabitants  fubfid  principally  by  feeding 
cattle  on  the  fait  meadows,  ani  by  the  fi(h  of  various  kinds, 
fuch  as  rock,  drum,  (had,  perch,  &c.  black  turtle,  crabs,  and 
©yftcrs,  which  the  fea,  rivers  and  creeks  aflFord  in  great  abun- 
dance. They  raife  Indian  corn,  rye,  potr;oes,  &c.  but  not 
for  exportation.  Their  fwamps  afford  lumS'.r,  which  is  eafily 
conveyed  to  a  good  market.  The  fugar  mapU  tree  is  commoa.. 
in  Suffcx  county  upon  the  Delaware. 

In  the  hilly  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  State,  which  are 
not  too  rocky  for  cultivation,  the  foil  is  of  a  ilronger  kind, 
and  covered  in  its  natural  (tale  with  {lately  oaks,  hickories, 
chei'nuts,  &c.  and  when  cultivated  produces  wheat,  rye,  Indian 
corn,  buck  wheat,  oats,  barley,  flnx,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds 
common  to  the  climate.  The  land  in  this  hilly  country  is 
good  for  grazing,  and  farmers  feed  great  numbers  of  cattle  for 
New-York  and  Philadelphia  markets ;  and  many  of  them  keep 
large  dairies,  as  there  are  large  tra£ls  of  fine  meadows  between 
the  hills. 

The  orchards  in  many  parts  of  the  State  equal  any  in  the 
United  States,  and  their  cyder  is  faid  and  net  without  reafon, 
to  be  the  beft  in  the  world.  It  is  pretty  certain,  that  it  cannot 
be  furpaffed  in  goodnefs. 

The  markets  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia  receive  a  very 
confiderable  proportion  of  their  fupplies  from  the  contiguous 
parts  of  New-Jerfey.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thefe 
contiguous  parts  arc  exceedingly  well  calculated,  as  to  the 
nature  and  fertility  of  their  foils,  to  afl'ord  thefe  fupplies ; 
and*  the  intervention  of  a  great  number  of  navigable  rivers  and 
creeks  renders  it  very  convenient  to  market  their  produce. 
Thefe  fupplies  confift  of  vegetables  of  many  kinds,  apples, 
pears,  peaches,  plums,  (Irawberries,  cherries,  and  other  fruits ; 
cyder  in  large  quantities,  and  of  the  bcH:  quality ;  butter, 
cheefe,  beef,  pork,  mutton^  and  the  lefTer  meats. 
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This  State  cmholoms  vaft  quant;  ics  o;' iron  and  copper  ore. 
The  iron  ore  is  of  two  kinds;  one  is  cupaWc  of  being  mauufac. 
turcd  into  mallcrible  iron,  and  is  found  in  mountains  and  in 
low  barrens  ;  the  otht-r,  called  bojr  ore,  gtows  in  rich  bottoms, 
and  yields  iron  of  a  hard,  brittl.*  quality,  is  cormionly  mmu- 
faftured  into  hollow  ware,  and  uled  foinclinfies  ind'.ad  of  (lone 
in  building. 

A  number  of  copper  mines  have  been  d  '  overrd  in  different 
parts  of  the  State :  one  is  in  Bcrgcri  county,  which,  when 
worked  by  the  Schuylcrs,  (to  whom  it  'belonged)  was  confi. 
dcrably  produftive  :  but  they  have  for  many  years  been  neg- 
Icfted. 

The  following  account  of  a  copper  mine  at  Ncw-Brunfwick 
is  ^^iven  by  a  geniicinan  of  diftinflion,  well  inforn;'-d  upon  the 
fubjcft; 

"About  the  years  1748,  1749,  »750,  feveral  lumps  of  vir- 
gin copper,  from  five  10  thirty  pounds  weight,  in  the  whole 
U;  wards  of  two  hundred  pounds  were  ploughed  up  in  afield 
belonging  to  Philip  French,  Efq.  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
New-Brunfwick.  This  induced  Mr.  Elias  Boudinot,  of  the 
cuy  of  Philadelphia,  to  take  a  leafe  of  Mr.  French,  of  this  land, 
for  ninety-nine  years,  in  order  to  fcarch  for  copper  ore,  a  body 
of  whic',  he  concluded,  muft  be  contained  in  this  hill.  He 
took  in  ieveral  partners,  and  about  the  year  1751,  opened  a 
pit  la  the  ^ow  grounds,  about  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 
ysrcis  fro.n  the  river.  He  was  led  to  this  fpot  by  a  friend  of 
hi,-,  who  a  little  before,  pafling  by  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, obferved  a  hody  of  Jlamt  arijt  out  of  the  ground,  as  large 
as  a  cominon-fizcd  man,  and  foon  after  die  away.  He  drove  a 
ftake  on  the  fpot.  About  fifteen  feef  deep,  Mr.  Boudinot  came 
on  a  vein  of  bluifh  ftone,  about  two  feet  thick,  between  two 
perpendicular  loofc  bodies  of  red  rock,  covered  with  a  ftieet  of 
pure  virgin  copper,  a  little  thicker  than  gold  leaf.  This  blue 
ftone  was  filled  with  fparks  of  virgin  copper,  very  much  like 
copper  fillings,  and  now  and  then  a  large  lump  of  virgin  cop- 
per, from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight.  He  followed  this  vein 
almoft  thirty  feet,  when,  the  water  coming  in  very  faft,  the 
expenfc  became  too  great  for  the  company's  capital.  A  ftamp- 
ing-mill  was  eretted,  when,  by  reducing  the  bluifh  ftone  to  a 
powder,  and  wafhing  it  in  large  tubs,  tht  ftone  was  carried 
oft*,  and  the  fine  copper  prel'erved,  by  which  means  many  tons 
of  the  pureft  copper  were  fent  to  England  without  ever  pafling 
through  the  fire  ;  but  labour  was  too  high  to  render  it  poflible 
for  the  company   to    proceed.     Sheets    of    copper   about   the 
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thickneft  of  (,wo  pennies,  and  three  feet  fquare,  on  at)  average, 
have  been  taken  from  between  the  rocks,  within  four  feet  of 
the  furface,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  hill.  At  about  fifty  or 
futy  feet  deep,  they  came  to  a  body  of  fine  foHd  oro  in  tho 
midft  of  this  bluifh  vein,  but  between  rucks  of  a  white 
flinty  fpar,  which,  however,  was  worked  out  in  a  few  day*. 
Theie  works  lie  now  wholly  negle£led,  although  the  vein  when 
left,  was  richet  than  ever  it  had  been.  There  was  alfo  a  very  ricU 
vein  of  copper  ore  difcovered  af  Rocky  Hill,  in  Someri'et  county^ 
which  has  alio  been  ncgle£led  from  the  heavy  expence  attendin^g 
the  working  of  it.  There  have  been  Various  attempts  made  to 
fearch  the  hills  beyond  Boundbrook,  known  by  the  name  of  Vaa 
Home's  mountain,  but  thefe  for  the  fame  reafon  are  now  ncglefted* 
This  mountain  difcovers  the  grcateH-  ippcarance  of  copper  ore  of 
any  place  in  the  State  :  it  may  be  pi  '^  on  the  furfjcc  of  many 

parts  of  it.  A  fmelting-furnace  was  I  before  the  revolution, 

in  the  neighbourhood,  by  two  Germans,  who  were  making  very 
confiderable  profit  on  their  work,  until  the  Britiih  dedroyed  it  in 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  inhabitants  made  it  worth  their 
while  by  colle£ling  the  ore  from  the  furface,  and  by  partially  dig- 
ging into  the  hill,  to  fupply  the  furnace*  Bciides,  a  company 
opened  a  very  large  fhaft  on  the  fide  dK  the  hill,  from  which  alfo 
a  great  deal  of  valuable  ore  and  fome  virgin  copper  were  taken. 
Two  lumps  of  virgin  copper  were  found  here  in  the  year  i7j4j 
which  weighed  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  pounds." 

A  lead-mine  has  been  difcoVered  in  HopeWcU  townftiip,  four 
miles  from  Trenton.  There  is  faid  to  be  coal  on  Raritan  river, 
below  Brunfwick,  and  at  Pluckemin  ;  and  turf  in  Bethlehem,  a( 
the  head  of  its  ibuth  branch  ;  and  alfo  at  Springfield  on  Raway 
river,  which  is  remarkable  for  mill  feats. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  county  of  Morris  is  a  cold  mineral 
fpring,  which  is  frequented  by  vale.tudinarians,  and  its  watera 
have  been  ufed  with  very  confiderablc  fuccefs.  In  the  townfhip 
of  Hanover,  in  this  county,  on  a  ridge  of  hills,  are  a  number  of 
wells,  which  regularly  ebb  and  flow  about  fix  feet,  twice  in  every 
twenty-four  hours.  Thefe  wdls  are  nearly  ffvty  nsilcs  from  the 
fca  in  a  ftraight  line.  In  the  county  of  Cape  May  is  a  fpring  of 
frefh  Water,  Which  boils  up  from  the  bottom  of  a  ("alt  water  creek, 
which  runs  nelrly  dry  at  low  tide  ;  but  at  flood  tide  is  covered 
with  water  direftly  from  the  ocean,  to  the  dejjth  of  three  or  four 
i"eet ;  yet  in  this  fituation,  by  letting  down  a  bottle,  well  corked 
throu|[h  the  falt'Water  into  the  fpring,  and  immediately  drawing 
the  cork  with  a  firing  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  it  may  be  draw* 
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\ip  full  trf  fiixe  unuinted  frefli  water.— There  are  fprtngs  of 
this  kind  in  various  other  parts  of  the  State.  Ih  the  county  of 
Hunterdon,  near  the  top  of  Moflionetcony  mountain,  is  a  noted 
snedicinil  fpring,  to  which  ihvalids  refort  JErom  ev^'  quarter. 
It  iiTues  from  the  fide  of  &  mbUntain,  an^  is  conveyed  imo  an 
artificial  refervoir  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who  with  to 
bathe  in,  as  well  as  toUtink,  the  waters^  It  isa  ftrongchalybeatei 
tind  very  cold.  Thefe  waters  Have  been  ufed  with  very  confide, 
rabte  fuccefs  ;  but  perhaps  the  exerdfe  neceflary  to  get  to  theitt, 
and  the  purity  of  the  air  in  this  lofty  fitoation,  aided  by  a  lively 
inutginatitan^  have  as  great  efficacy  in  curing  the  pttieut  as  ^ 
Waters. 

A  curious  fp'ring  haii  been  difcoveted,  about  two  hundred 
s  yards  from  the  fouth  branch  of  Raritan  riveT)  fnom  which,  evea 
In  the  dryeft  feafohs,  a  fmall  ftream  iffues,  except  when  the 
wind  Continues  to  blow  fVom  the  north-weft  for  more  l^sn  two 
days  fttcceiTively,  when  it  ceafes  to  run;  and  if  the  water  be 
taken  out  of  the  ctfflt  placed  in  ihe  ground,  tt  will  remain  empty 
until  ^  the  wind  changes,  when  it  is  again  filled,  and  fl#wrs  ai 
ufual. 

In  the  townditp  of  Shrewfbury,  in  Monmouth  county,  on 
the  fide  of  a  branch  of  Navefinlc  river,  is  a  remarkable  cave,  in 
which  there  are  three  rooms.  Ithe  cave  is  about  thirty  feet  long 
and  fifteen  feet  broad.  Each  of  the  looms  are  arched;  the  cen- 
ter  of  the  arch  is  about  five  feet  form  the  bottom  of  the  cave ; 
the  fides  not  more  than  two  and  an  half.  The  mouth  of  the 
cave  is  fmall  ;  the  bottom  is  a  loofe  fand  ^  and  the  arch  is  formed 
in  a  foft  rock,  through  the  pores  of  which  the  inoiilure  is  flowly 
exudatcdy  and  falls  in  drops  on  the  fand  below* 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

New-Jerfey  is  divided  into  thirteen  counties,  vix.  Cape  May, 
Cumberland,  Salera^  Glouceftcr,  Burlington,  Hunterdon,  and 
Suffex,  which  lie  from  fouth  to  north  on  Delaware  river.  Cape 
May  and  Gloucefler  extend  acrol'e  to  thefea;  Bergen,  Efliex, 
Middlefex,  and  Monmouth,  M'hich  lie  from  north\  to  fouth  on 
the  eafilern  fide  of  the  State  ;  Somerfet  and  Morris,  Thefe  coun- 
ties are  lubdivided  into  ninety-four  townfliips  or  precin^S. 

CHIEF   TOWNS. 

>  There  are  a  number  of  towns  in  this  State,  nearly  of  equal 
itze  and  importance,  and  none  that  has  more  than  about  two  huA< 
died  houfes  Compa6tLy  built* 
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i,  .  TRENTON^ 

Trenton  is  one  of  the  largell  towns  in  New-Jerfey  and  the 
apital  of  the  State.  It  m  fituated  oh  the  nprth-eaft  fide  of  the 
river  Delaware,  oppofitc  the  falls,  nearly  in  the  center  of  the 
State  from  north  to  fouth,  in  latitude  ^o*  15',  and  about  ao'  eaft 
of  the  Meridian  of  Philadelphia.  The  river  is  not  navigable 
above  thefe  falls,  except  for  boats  which  will  carry  from  five  to 
fcven  hundred  bufhels  of  wheat.  This  town,  with  Lambcrton, 
which  joins  it  on  the  fouth,  cbnjtains  upwards  of  two  hundred 
koufes,  beftdes  public  buildings.-«-Here  the  legifl^tyre  ftatedly 
meets,  the  fupreme  court  fits,  and  moft  of  the  public  offices  are 
kept.  The  inhabitants  have  lately  eroSked  a  handlome  court 
houfe  one  hundred  feet  by  fifty,  with  a  fcipi-hsKagon  at  each  end, 
jjver  which  is  to  be  a  balluftrade.  In  the  aeighbourhood  of  this 
pleafant  town  are  fcveral  gentlemen's  fcats,  finely  fttuated  on 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  omamenied  with  tafte  and  ele* 
gance.  This  town,  being  a  thoroughfare  between  the  eaftern 
parts  of  the  State  and  Philadelphia,  hi  1  a  con&deraMo  inland 
trade. 

Burlington  extends  three  miles  along  the  Delawafe,  and  one 
jQsile  back,  at  right  angles,  into  the  county  of  Burlington,  and 
is  twenty  miles  above  Philadelphia  by  water,  and  I'evrnteen  by 
land.  The  ifland,  which  is  the  mofl;  populous  part  of  the  city, 
is  a  mile  and  a  (Quarter  in  length,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  breadth.  It  has  four  entrances  over  bridges  and  caufeways, 
and  4  quantity  of  bank  meadow  adjoining.  On  the  ifland  are 
about  one  hundred  and  fixty  houfes^  and  £cveral  public  buildings; 
few  of  the  negroes  in  this  «ity  are  flaves,  '  The  main  ilreets 
are  conveniently  fpacious,  and  moftly  ornamented  with  treee 
in  the  fronts  of  the  houfes,  which  are  regularly  arranged.  The 
Delaware,  oppofite  the  town,  is  about  a  mile  wide  ;  and  under 
(helter  of  Mittinnicunk  and  Burlington  iilands,  afford  a  lafe  and 
convenient  harbour.  It  b  commodioufly  fituated  for  trade,  but 
is  too  near  the  opulent  city  of  Philadelphia  to  admit  of  any  con- 
fiderable  increafe  of  foreign  commerce.  There  art  two  houfes 
for  public  worlhip  in  the  town,  one  for  the  Friends  or  Quakers^ 
who  are  the  moft  numerous,  ai.d  one  for  Epiicopalians,  The 
other  public  buildings  are  two  market  houfes,  a  couft  houle,  and 
the  beft  gaql  in  the  State.    Betides  thefe,  there  is  an  academy, 
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i  free  ichool,  a  nail  manufaflory,  and  an  excellent  diftillery,  if 
that  fan  be  called  excellent  which  produces  a  poifon  both  Sf 
health  and  morals^ 

The  city  waa  a  free  port  under  the  State,  The  mayor,  re» 
corder,  and  aldermen,  hold  a  commercial  court.  wh<k^  the  matter 
}n  controverfy  f$  between  foreigners  and  foreigneris,  oFbetween 
foreigners  and  citi^ena.  The  ifland  of  Burlington  wa»  laid  out^ 
and  the  firfl  fettlements  made,  as  early  as  }677.  In  ^682,  the 
iHand  of  l^ittinnicunk,  or  Free-School-Ifland,  was  given  for  the 
vfe  of  the  ifland  of  Burlington  •,  the  yearly  profits  ariling  froin 
it^  which  amounts  to  oiie  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  are  appro* 
priated  fqf  the  edupation  of  poor  children,  .  ~ 

fEllTH-AMJIOY  CITY, 

r 

P^rth-Amboy  city  took  its  name  from  James  Drummond,  Earl  of 
Perth,  and  Ambo,  the  Indian  word  for  po:nt,  ar  i  (lands  on  a  neck 
of  land  included  between  Raritan  river  and  Arthur  Kill  found.  Its 
fituation  is  high  and  healthy.  It  lies  open  to  Sandy-Hook,  and  has 
onpiof  the  bed  harbours  on  the  continent.  Veifels  from^fea  may 
enter  it  in  one  tide  in  almoftany  weather.  Great  efforts  haVe  been 
made,  and  legiOative  encouragements  offered,  to  render  it  a  place 
of  trade,  but  without  fuccefs.  This  town  was  early  incorporated 
with  city  privileges,  and  continued  to  fend  two  member^  to  the 
General  AfTembly  until  the  Revolution ;  until  this  event,  it  Was 
the  capital  of  Eafl^Jerfey ;  and  the  legiflature  and  fupreme  coiirt 
vfed  to  At  h<re  and  at  Burlington  alternately. 


BRUNSWICK    CITY, 

Brunfwick  city  was  incorporated  in  1784,  and  is  fituated  on 
the  fouth-wefl  fide  of  Raritan  river,  over  which  a  fine  bridge  has 
lately  been  built,  twelve  miles  above  Amboy,  It  contains  about 
two  hundred  houfes,  and  more  than  two  thoufand  inhabitants,  one 
half  of  whom  are  Dutch,  Its  fituation  is  low  and  unpleafant,  be- 
ing on  the  bank  of  a  river,  and  under  a  high  hill  which  rifes  at 
the  b^ck  of  the  town.  The  ice,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  river 
in  winter,  frequently  lodges  en  the  fhallow  fording  place  juil 
oppofite  the  town,  and  forms  a  temporary  dam,  which  occafions 
the  water  to  rife  many  feet  above  its  ufual  height,  and  fometimes 
to  overflow  the  lower  floors  of  thofe  houfes  which  are  not  guard- 
ed againfl  this  inconvenience  by  having  their  foundations  ele- 
vated. The  flreets  are  raifed  and  paved  with  flone.  The  wa- 
ter in  the  fprings  and  wells  is  in  general  bad.  The  Inhabit- 
BOts  ixc  beginning  (o  build  on  the  hill  above  the  town,  which 
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is  very  pleafant,  tnd  commands  a  very  agreeable  profpeft.  Th« 
ititizent  have  a  confiderable  inland  trade,  and  feveral  fmall  veflels 
^longing  to  the  port. 

miKCE  TOWN. 

Prince  town  is  a  pleafant  village,  of  about  eighty  houfes,  fifty- 
twp  miles  from  New- York,  and  forty-two  from  Philadelphia*  Its 
public  buildings  are  a  large  college  edifice  of  ftone,  Ad  a  Pre(by> 
fcrian  cl^urch  built  of  brick.     Its  fituation  is  remarkably  healthy. 

ELIZABKTH-TOWK.  * 

Elizabeth-town  is  fifteen  miles  from  New-York.  Its  fituation 
is  pleafa<it,  and  its  foil  equal  in  fertility  to  any  in  the  State.  In 
»he  compaft  part  of  the  town  there  are  about  one  hundred  anci 
fifty  houfes.  The  public  buildings  are  a  very  handfome  Prefby- 
terian  brick  church  lately  built,*  an  Epifcopal  church  alfo  of  brick, 
and  an  academy.  This  is  one  of  the  oldell  towns  in  the  State, 
{t  was  purchafed  of  the  Indian;  as  early  as  1664,  and  Was  fettled 
(bon  after* 

NEWARK. 

Newark  is  nine  miles  from  New-York.  It  is  a  handfome 
fiourifhing  town,  about  the  fize  of  Elizabeth-town,  and  has  two 
Prclbyterian  churches,  one  of  which  is  of  (lone,  and  is  the  largell 
and  moft  elegant  building  in  the  State.  Betides  thefe  there  is  an 
epifcopal  churcn,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  This  town  is  cele- 
brated for  the  excellence  of  its  cyder,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  largefl: 
(hoe  manufa£lory  in  the  State :  the  average  number  made  daily 
throughout  the  year,  is  eftimated  at  about  two  hundred  pair. 


POPULATION. 


) 

In  1^45,  there  were  fixty-one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  three, 
inhabitants  in  this  State,  of  which  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  ana 
fix  were  flaves:  in  1783,  the  number  was  forty-feven  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fixty-nine,  of  which  three  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-one  were  (laves. 

In  1784,  a  cenfus  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  by  order  of  the 
legiflature,  when  they  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  which  ten  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  one  were  blacks :  of  thefe  blacks,  one  thoufand 

•  Their  former  church,  which  was  very  elegant,  was  burnt  in  1780  by  a  refu» 
igte,  who  was  a  native,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Elizabeth  town. 
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Aine  huiuired  and  thtit^r-miM  .only  were  (laves  ;  fo  that  the  pro* 
portion  of  flaves  to  the  whole  of  the  inhabtunta  in  the  State  wai 
only  one  to  feventy-Gx..  According  to  .the  eenfus  of  1790,  the 
3tate  of  population  wa«  as  follows  ; 
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TOWNS 


>s4 

II 


1^ 


1^ 

1" 


ji 


I 


s 

^ 


-*Jt4 


I 


Pequanack, 

Roxbury, 

Morriftowiiy 

Haoover, 

Meadham, 


4092 


409a 


3938 


7502 


,?Q38 


T?>0'i 


48 


636 


636 


16216 


liiixb 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


Amboy, 

Woodbridge, 

Pifcataway, 

North-Brunfwick, 

South-Brunfwick, 

South- Amboy, 

Windfor, 


149 

108 

246 

3» 

48 

87. 

774 

«587 

32 

256 

537 

5H 

982 

10 

218 

638 

456 

1010 

3 

205 

439 

361 

789 

to 

218 

642 

597 

1196 

8 

183 

'  ,  7»9 

565 

1318 

46 

190 

3995 

3385 

7128 

140 

1318 

S8a 
3520 
2261 
2312 
181 
2626 
2838 


7 


1505^ 


GLOUCESTER    COUNTY, 


Waterford, 

Newtown, 

GlouCr  townlhip, 

Gloucefler  town, 

Deptford, 

Greenwich, 

Wolwich, 

£gg-harbour, 

'Galloway, 


3287 


3287 


33 


11 


3311 


6233 


6232 


34' 


94  2 


19: 


^3363 


29  I 


is:m 


*  ir'n 


B    15056 


I  13363 
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BERGEN    COUNTY. 


377 


TOWNS. 


New-barbadoes,    *^ 

Bcrgcri, 

tlackinftck, 

Harrington/ 

Franklin, 

Saddle  rXver^ 


2-3 


11 


Ml 


2865 


2865 


22^9 


2299 


\ 

I 


I 


4944 


4944 


f92 


»9' 


I  / 
2301 


agOi 


12601 


12601 


S  O  M  E  R  S'  B  T  G  O  ty  N  T  Y; 


Bridgewatef, 

Bcdminfter, 

Berriardftown^ 

Eaftern-Precinft, 

Weftern-Pfccinft, 

tlililborough, 


586 

275 

60  i 

481 

462 
260 
560 
298 

1119 

489 
1115 

795 

34 

4 
8 

26 

377 
169 

93 
468 

413 

4^3 

345 

4,6,5 

744 
868 

56 
19 

•47 

3»7 
386 

i8io 

2819 

2390 

5130 

2578 
1197 

«377 
2o68 

187^ 

8?OI 


1  UV'.Qt 


'•9' 
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Mannington, 
Salemj 

Elfingborough, 
Lower-AUo-       1 

way's  Creek,    J 
Upper-AUo-       ^ 

Way's  Creek,    J 
Pitt's  Grove, 
Piles's  G  rove,  ^ 
Upper  Penn's  neck 
Lo^AQ^EPenn's  rieck^ 

Vol.  U. 


> 


2679 


abyq 


2396 


239(1 


4816 


J7^ 


48161374 


172 


1043^ 
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CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


■1 

TOWNS 

\     ^6        ■ 

i 

\ 

{ 

\i   ' 

■  * 

1 

1 

.  t 

liiccnwichi           "^ 

Hopewell, 

• 

■•■ 

, ,'   ■ 

Stowcnuk, 

'V     ■ 

« 

Dcerfieid,                \ 
Fairfield, 

a»47 

1966 

3877 

138 

ISO 

8248 

Downs, 

'Matartce  river,       J 

138 

120 

8*47 

i960 

3877 

8248 

CAPE    MAY    COUNTY.         \ 

4 

Uppcr-Precina,     "^ 

i 

Lower- Precinft,       ► 

631 

609 

1176 

»4 

t4J 

257> 

Middlc-Prccinft,    J 

*4 

631 

b09 

1  176 

141 

'^bV 

SUMMARY  or  PO 

■ • ■  V.                                                                                                    .           • 

PULATiON. 

Hunterdon  County, 

4966 

4379 

9316 

»9» 

1301 

20153 

SuflTox  do. 

4963 

4939 

9094 

06 

439 

19500 

tiurlingtun  do. 

4625 

4164 

84B1 

598 

227 

18095 

Effex  do. 

4339 

991^ 

8143 

160 

1x7. 

17785 

Monmouth  do« 

3843 

3678 

6948 

353 

1591 

16918 

Morris  do. 

409-/ 

3938 

7502 

48 

636 

16216 

Middlefcx  do. 

399£ 

3385 

7128 

140 

1318 

'»595f 

Gloucefter  do. 

3287 

33»i 

6232 

34'i, 

»9' 

13363 

'.fe 

Bergen  do. 

286r 

2299 

4944 

192 

2301 

12601 

♦ 

Somerfot  do. 

2819 

2390 

5»30 

M7 

tSio 

12296 

jalcm  do. 

2679 

239^' 

4816 

374 

172 

10437 

Cumberland  do. 

2147 

1966 

3877 

138 

120 

8248 

* 

Cape  May  do, 

i 

631 

600 

» 176 

14 

141 

^257* 

.J  f:  -^ «,  1 

4  1  A'^i^ 

H'ra87 

17(35 

11423 

1  84 1  ;^<) 

o\      8248 


1 841  .'^(J 


OF  J9£W,yERSEY»  879 

According  to  the  foregoing  (Utement,  the  average  annual  in- 

creafe  of  population  in  t  .41  State,  flnce  1738,  hat  been  two  thou* 

,fifiAiix  hundred  and  thirty,  exclufive  of  emigrations,  which,  ftnce 

17831  have  been  numeroua  to  the  country  weft  of  the  Allegany 

mountain!.     Thefe  cmigrationa  will  lelVon  in  proportion  a»  th» 

'inhabitanta  turn  their  attention  to  manufaftures. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

There  are  in  this  State  about  fifty  Preibyterian  congregations, 
ifubjcft  to  the  care  of  three  Prefbyteries,  vi«.  That  of  New- York, 
lof  New-Brunl'wick  and  Philadelphia.  A  part  of  the  charge  of 
'  New-York  and  Philadelphia  Prcfbyteries  lies  in  New-Jerfcy,  and 
;  part  in  their  own  rei'pe^ive  States. 

Befidca  thefa,  there  are  upwards  of  forty  congregfitions  of 
^Friends,  thirty  of  the  Baptifts,  twenty^five  of  Epifcopaliatis, 
( t<venty>eight  of  Dutch  Reformed,  befides  Methodifts  and  a  I'ct- 
Itlement  of  Moravians. 

^  All  thefe  religious  denominations  live  together  in  peace  and 
^'  harmony,  and  worfliip  Almighty  Cod  agreeably  to  the  diflates  of 
i  their  own  confotences ;  they  are  not  compelled  to  attend  or  iup- 
i  port  any  worlhip  contrary  to  their  own  faith  and  judgment.  All 
f  frotejlant  inhabitants  of  peaceable  behaviour  are  eligible  to  the  ci- 
;  vil  offices  of  the  State. 

t      Many  circumftances  concur  to  render  the  charafler  of  the  in- 
I^Jiabitants  various  in  different  parts  o&^the.  State.     They  area 
:  colle£lion  of  Low  Dutch,  Germans,  Englifh,  Scotch,  Irifh,  and 
I  New-Englanders,  or  their  del'cendants.     National  attachment  and 
^  mutual  convenience  have  generally  induced  thei'e  leveral   kinds 
of  people  to  fettle  together  in  a  bodv,  and  in  this  way  their  pe- 
<^;ituliar  national  mannbrs,  cuftoms  and  chara£lers,  are  ftill  prefcrv- 
ed,  efpecially  among  .he  poorer  clafs  of  people,  who  have  little 
intercourfe  with  any  but  thofe  of  their  own  nation.     Religion, 
although  it5  tendency  is  to  unite  people  in  thofe  things  that  are 
elTentiajL  to  happinefs,  occafions  wide  difl'crences  as  to  manners, 
cuftoms,  and  even  chara£ler.     The  Prefbyterian,  the  Quaker,  the 
Epifcopalian,  the  Baptift,  the  German  and  Low  Dutch  Calvin- 
ift,  the  Methodift  and  the  Moravian,  have  each  their  diftinguifli- 
ing  chara£leriftics,  either  in  their  worfhip,  their  difcipline,  or' 
their  drefs.     There  is    ftill    another  charafleriftical    difference, 
diftinft  from  either  of  the  others,  which  arifes  from  the  inter- 
courfe of  the  inhabitants  with  different  States.     The  people  iiv, 
Weft-Jerfcy  trade  to  Philadelphia,  and  of  courfe  imitate  their 
,iaihions  and  imbibe  their  manners.     The  inhabitant!*  of  EalU 
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Jerfey  trade  to  New- York,  and  regulate  their  fafhinni  »nd  mm, 
neri  according  to  tbofe  in  New. York.  So  that  the  difference, 
in  regard  to  faihiorfa  and  manncri,  between  Eaft  and  Weft,  jcr- 
icy,  is  nearly  as  great  as  between  New. York  and ^  Philadelphia. 
Add  to  all  thcfe  the  differences  cominon  in  a^,coul^tries,  arifing 
from  the  various  occupations  of  men,  (uch  as  the  civilian,  tlia 
divine,  jthe  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  the  mechanic;  the  clown, 
ifli,  and  the  refpcdable  farmer,  all  of  whom  have  different  pur. 

*  fuits,  or  purfue  the  fame  thing  differently,*  and  of  coi^rfe  muft 
have  different  ideas  and  manners.  When  wc  take  into  view  all 
thefe  differences,  (and  all  thefe  differences  exift  in  New- Jerfey, 
and  many  of  them  in  all  the  other  States)  it  cannot  be  cspe£^cd 

_  that  many  general  obfervationi  will  apply.  It  may,  however, 
in  truth  be  faid,  that  the  people  of  New*Jerfey  are  generally 
induftrious,  frugal  and  hoipitable.  There  are,  comparatively, 
but  few  men  of  learning  in  the  State,  nor  can  it  be  faid,  that 
the  people  in  general  have  a  tafte  for,  the  fciences.  The  poorer 
(Clafs,  in  which  may  be  included  a  confiderab^e  proportion  of  the 
injiabitants  of  the  whole  State,  haye  been  inattentivet^  to  the 
education  of  their  chUdren^  who  are  but  too  generally  left  tq. 
grow  up'in  ignorance.  There  are,  however,  a'number  of  gen. 
itiemen  of  the  (jrft  rank  in  abilities  and  learning  in  the  civil  olfi: 
tes  of  the  State,  and  in  the  feveral  learned  profelTions., 

It  is  not  the  bufincfs  of  a  geographer  to  compliment  the  h. 
dies,  nor  would  we  be  thought  to  do  it  when  we  fay,  that  there 
is  at  lead  as  great  a  l||imber  of  induftrious,  dilcreet,  amiable, 
genteel  and  handfomc  women  in  Ncw-Jerfey,  in  proportiot]; 
to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  as  in  any  of  the  Thirteen 
States. 

MANUFACTURES,  TRADE,  Ac. 

The  trade  of  this  State  is  carried  on  almoft  fofely  with  and 
from  thofe  two  great  commercial  cities,  New-York  on  one  fide, 
and  Philadelphia  on  the  other,  though  it  wants  not  good  ports  of 
its  own.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  legiflnture  to 
fecure  to  the  State  its  own  natural  advantages,  by  granting  ex- 
traordinary privileges  to  merchants  who  would  fettle  at  Amboy 
and  Burlington,  two  very  commodious  ports.  But  the  people 
having  long  been  accuftomed  to  fend  their  produce  to  the 
markets  of  Philadelphia  and  Ne\y-York,  and  of  courfe  having 
their  corrcfpondencics  cftablifhed,  apd  their  mode  of  deal- 
ing fixed,  they  find  it  difficult  to  turn  their  trade  from 
the  old  channel.  Bcfides,  in  thefe  large  cities,  where  are 
fo  many  able   merchants,  aud  fo  many  wants  to  be   fupplicd, 
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Credit*  ire  more  cafily  obtained,  and  a  beUcr  and  quicker  maf- 
ket  ia  found  for  produce  than  could  be  cxpe£led  in  towns  lefa 
populous  and  flourifhing,  The(e  and  other  caufes  of  the  fame 
kind  have  hitherto  rendered  abortive  the  encouragement  a  held 
out  by  the  Icgiflature^ 

The  articles  exported,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  are 
wheat,  flour,  horics,  live  cattle,  hama,  which  ate  celebrated  as 
being  among  the  beA  in  ihb  world,  lumber,  flax-feed,  leather, 
iron  in  great  quantities,  in  pigs  and  bars,  and  formerly  copper 
ore;  but  the  mines  have  not  been  worked  fmcc  the  commence- 
ment of  ihe  late  war.  The  imports  conllll  chicfiy  of  Weft- 
India  goods. 

The  manufa£lures  of  this  State  have  hitherto  been  very 
inconfiderable,  not  fuflicient  to  fupply  its  own  confumption, 
if  wc  except  the  articles  of  iron,  nai4s  and  leather.  A  fpirit 
of  induftry  and  improvement,  particularly  in  manuf.->£^ures,  has, 
however,  greatly  increafed  in  the  four  laft  years.  Moft  of  the 
families  in  the  country^  and  many  in  the  populous  towns,  are 
clothed  in  ftrong,  decent  h'omefpun  ;  and  it  it)  a  happy  circum- 
ftance  for  the  c(^untry,  that  this  plain  Amcriciin  drefs  is  every 
day  growing  more  fafhionable,  not  only  in  this  but  in  all  the  ^ 
States. 

In  Trenton,  Newark  and  Elieabcth«Town  arc  feveraj  very 
valuable  tan-yards,  where  leather  in  large  quantities,  and  of  an 
excellent  quality,  is  made  and  exported^  to  the  neighbouring 
markets.  Steel  was  manuf^ftured  at  Trenton  in  the  time  of  the 
war,  but  not  confiderably  fince. 

In  Gloucefter  county  is  a  glafs-hoiire.  Paper-mills  and  nail- 
snanufa£iorics  are  creflcd  and  worked  to  good  advantage  in 
feveral  ]|)arts  of  the  State.  Wheat  alfo  is  manufntlurcd  into 
'flour,  and  Indian  corn  into  meal,  to  good  accouii^,  in  the 
wefteru  counties,  where  wheat  is  the  ilaple  commodity.  But 
the  iron  manufacture  is  of  all  others  the  greateil  fource  of 
wealth  to  the  6tate.  Iron  works  arc  cre£led  in  Glouccftci^ 
Burlington,  Suffex,  Morris,  and  other  counties.  The  moun- 
tains in  the  county  of  Morris  give  rii'e  to  a  number  of  dreams 
iieccffary  and  convenient  for  thefe  works,  and  at  the  fame  time 
furniih  a  copious  fupply  of  wood  and  ore  of  a  fuperior  qua- 
lily.  In  this  county  alone  are  no  lets  than  fevcn  rich  iron 
mines,  from  which  might  be  taken  ore  fuflicient  to  fupply  the 
United  States  ;  and  to  work  it  into  iron,  are  two  furnaces,  two 
rolling  and  flitting  mills,  and  about  thirty  forges,  containing 
from  two  to  -four  fires  each.  Thcfc  works  produce  annually 
fbout  five  hundred    and  forty    tons  of  bar  iron,  eight   liundred 
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tons  of  pig,  befides  large  quantities  of  hollow  ware,  (hect  iroq 
and  nail  rods.  In  the  whole  State,  it  is  fuppofed  there  is 
yearly  made  about  twelve  hundred  tons  of  bar  iron,  twelve 
hundred  tons  of  pig,  eight  hundred  tons  of  nail  rods,  exclu- 
five  of  hollow  ware,  and  various  other  callings,  bf  which  vaft 
quantities  are  nude. 

Early  in  the  late  war,  a  powder  mill  was  «re£fced  in  Morris* 
town  by  Colonel  Ford,  who  was  enabled,  by  the  ample  iupply 
of  falt-pctre  furnifhed  by  the  patriotic  inhabitants,  t6  make  a 
confiderabie  quantity  of  that  valuable  and  necefTary  article,  at  a 
time  when  it  'was  moft  needed ;  and  when  the  enemy  were  at 
the  door  it  afforded  a  timely  fupply. 

A  manufafturing  company  was  incorporated,  in  1791,  by  the 
legiflaturc  of  this  State,  and  favoured  with  very  great  privi. 
leges.  The  better  to  encourage  every  kind  of  manufa£lure,  a 
fubfcription  was  opened,  under  the  patronage  of  the  fecretary 
of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States,  for  this  important  fervicc. 
Each  fubfcriber  promifed  to  pay,  for  every  ihare  annexed  to 
his  name,  four  hundred  dollars  to  the  truftees  appointed  to  re< 
ceive  it.  A  fum  of  upwards  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
was  almoft  immediately  fubfcribed,  a|.d  the  direAors  of  the  affo. 
ciation  have  fince  taken  the  proper  meafures  to  carry  into  efFe6: 
their  extenfive  plan.  They  have  fixed  on  the  Great  Falls  in 
Paflaik  river,  and  the  ground  adjoining,  for  the  ere&ion  of 
mills,  and  the  town,  which  they  call  Paterfon,  in  honor  of  the 
prcfent  governor  of  Ncw-Jcrfey,  Every  advantage  appears  to 
be  concentrated  in  this  delightful  fituation,  to  make  it  one  of 
the  mofl  eligible  in  the  United  States  for  the  permanent  efta* 
blifhment  of  manufaftures.  Already  a  large  fum  of  nioney  hat 
been  expended,  and  the  works  are  in  forwardnefs. 

Although  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  State  are  farmers, 
yet  agriculture  has  not  been  improved  (a  few  inflances  except* 
ed)  to  that  degree,  which  from  long  experience  we  might  rati- 
onally expcft,  and  which  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  in  many 
places,  feems  to  encourage.  A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  are 
Dutch,  who,  although  they  are  in  general  neat  and  induflrious 
farmers,  have  very  little  enterprifc,  and  feldom'  adopt  any  new 
improvements  in  hufbandry,  bccatifc,  through  hal^its  and  want 
of  education  to  expand  and  liberalife  their  minds,  they  think 
their  old  modes  of  tilling  the  bcft.  Indeed,  this  is  the  cafe  with 
the  great  body  of  the  common  people,  and  proves  almoft  an  in- 
jfunnountablc  obHacls  to  agricultural  improvements. 


tfF  NEW'JERSET. 


zH 


LITERATURE,  IMPROVEMENTS,  Ac. 

There  are  two  colleges  in  Ncw-Jerfey ;  one  at  1*rince  towa^ 
called  Naflau-Hall ;  the  other  at  Brunfwick,  called  Queen's 
College.  The  college  at  Prince  town  was  firft  founded  by 
charter  from  John  Hamilton,  Efq.  Prcfidcnt  of  the  Council 
about  the  year  1738,  and  enlarged  by  Governor  Belcher  in 
1747.  The  charter  delegates  a  power  of  granting  to  "  the 
ftudents  of  faid  college,  or  to  any  others  thought  worthy  of 
them,  all  fuch  degrees  as  are  granted  in  either  of  >  the  univerfi- 
tics,  or  any  other  college  in  Great-Britain."  It  has  twenty- 
^hree  truftces.  The  governor  of  the  State,  and  the  prefident  of 
the  college  are  ex  officiisy  two  of  them.  It  has  an  annual  in- 
come of  about  nine  hundred  pounds  currency,  of  which  two 
hundred  pounds  arife  from  funded  public  fecurities  and  lands, 
and  the  rell  from  the  fees  of  the  ftudents. 

The  prefident  of  the  college  is  alfo  profeffor  of  eloquence, 
criticifm  and  chronology.  The  vice-prefident  is  alfo  profelTor  of 
divinity  and  moral  philofophy.  There  is  alfo  a  profeffor  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philofophy,  and  two  mafters  of  langua* 
ges.  The  four  claffes  in  college  contain  commonly  from  feventy» 
to  one  hundred  ftudents.  There  is  a  grammar-fchool  of  abouC 
twenty  fcholars,  conneftcd  with  the  college,  under  the  fupen* 
intendance  of  the  prefident,  and  taught  fometimes  by  a  feniot 
(cholar,  and  fometimes  by  a  graduate. 

Before  the  war,  this  college  was  furnifhed  with  a  philofo- 
phical  apparatus,  worth  five  hundred  pounds,  which  (except 
the  elegant  orrery  conftruftcd  by  Mr.  Rittenhoufe)  was  almoft 
entirely  deftroyed  by  the  Britifti  army  in  the  late  war,  as  was 
alfo  the  library,  which  now  confifts  of  between  two  and  three 
thoufand  volumes. 

The  college  edifice  is  handfomely  built  with  ftone,  and  is  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length,  fifty-four  in  breadth,  and 
four  ftories  high,  and  is  divided  into  forty-two  convenient  cham- 
bers for  the  accommodation  of  the  ftudents,  befides  a  dining- 
hall,  chapel,  and  room  for  the  library.  Its  fituation  is  elevated, 
and  exceedingly  pleafant  and  healthful.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
fincc  the  removal  of  the  college  to  Prince  town,  in  1756,  there 
have  been  but  five  or  fix  deaths  among  the  ftudents.  The  view 
front  the  college  balcony  is  extenfive  and  charming. 
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The  college  has  been  under  the  care  of  a  fucceflton  of  prefi. 
dents,  eminent  foi'  piety  and  iiiiatning^  and  has  fdrnifhed  a 
numbet  of  civillians,  divines  aiid  phyficians,  of  the  firft  rank 
in  America.  u 

The  charter  for  Queien's'  College,-  at  Brunfyrick,  was  granted 
juft  before  the  war,  in  confequence  of  an  application  from  a 
body  of  the  Dutch  church.  Its  funds,  raifcd  whblly  by  free 
dpnations,  amounted,  foon  after  its'  eftabliflimcnt,  to  foiir  thou- 
fand  pounds,  but  they  were  confidcrably  diminiftied  by  the 
war.  The  grammar-fchool,  which  is'  conncAed  with  the  col- 
lege,  confifts  of  between  thirty  and  forty  ftuden^s,  under  the 
care  of  the  troftces.  The  college  at  prefent  is  not  in  a  very 
llourifliing  flate. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  acadiemies  ih  this  State ;  one  at 
Freehold  in  the  county  of  Monmouth ;  another  at  Trenton,  in 
which  are  about  eighty  (ludents  in  the  different  branches  ;  it 
has  a  fund  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  pier  annum, 
arifmg  from  the  interefl:  on  public  fccurities  y  another  in  Hack- 
infack,  in  the  county  of  Bergen,  of  upwards  of  an  hundred 
fcholars  ;  in(lru£tion  and  board  are  faid  to  be  cheaper  heire  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  State.  There  is  another  flouriihing, 
academy  at  Orangedale,  in  the  4k>unty  of  EiTex,  confifling  of 
nearly  as  many  fcholars  as  any  of  the  others,  furniHied  with 
able  inftruftors  and  good  accommodations.  Another  has  lately 
been  opened  at  Elizabeth  town,  and  confifls  of  upwards  of 
twenty  fludents  in  the  languages,  and  is  increafing.  An  acade* 
my,  by  the  name  of  Burlington  academy,  has  lately  been  efta- 
blifhcd  at  Burlington,  under  the  direction  of  feven  truftccs, 
and  the  inftruftion  of  two  preceptors.  The  fyftem  of  educa- 
tion adopted  in  this  academy  is  defigned  to  prepare  the  fcholars 
for  the  ftudy  of  the  more  difHcult  cla flics  and  the  higher* 
branches  of  fcicnce  in  a  college  or  univerfity.  At  Newark,  an 
academy  was  founded  in  June  1792,  and  promifcs  to  be  a  uCeful 
inditution.  Be  fides  thefc,  there  are  grammar  fchools  at  Springs 
field,  Morriftown,  Bordentown,  Amboy,  &c.  There  are  no 
regular  eftablifhments  for  common  fchools  in  the  State.  The 
ui'ual  mode  of  education  is  for  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  or 
neighbourhood  to  join  in  affording  a  temporary  fupport  for  a 
fchoolmafler,  upon  luch  terms  as  arc  mutually  agreeable.  But 
the  encouragement  which  thefe  occafional  teachers  meet  with, 
is  generally  luch,  as  that  no  pcrfon  of  abilities  adequate  to  the 
bufmel's  will  undertake  it ;  and  of  courfe,  little  advantage  is 
derived  from  thcfe  fchools.  The  improvement  in  thefe  common 
fghouli  is  generally  in  proportion  to  the  pay  of  the  teacher.     It 
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fs  therefore  much  tc  be  regretted  that  the  legiflature  do  hot 
take  up  this  luhjeft,  and  adopt  luch  method  of  fnppoiting  pub- 
lic fchools  as  has  been  pfaftifcd  upon  with  vifib'.e  good  fucccfs 
in  fomc  of  the  New-England  States. 

There  is  a  medical  focicty  in  this  State,  confifting  of  about 
thirty  of  their  rfcoft  refpeftable  phyficians,  who  meet  twice  a 
year.  No  perfon  is  admitted  to  the  pra6Hcc  of  phyfic  without 
a  licence  from  the  fupreme  court,  founded  on  a  certificate  from 
this  fociety,  or  at  leaft  two  of  its  memberSj  teftifying  his  ikill 
and  abilities.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  county  of  Capo 
May  no  regular  phyfician  has  ever  found  fupport.  Medicins 
has  been  adminiitered  by  women,  except  in  fome  extraordi- 
nary cafeSi 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  following  is  the  conflitution  of  this  State  i 
Whereas  all  the  conflitutional  authority  ever  pofTefled  by  th< 
kings  of  Great-Brftain  over  thefe  colonics,  or  their  other  domi- 
nions, was  by  compaft  derived  from  the  people,  and  held  of 
them  for  the  common   interefl  cf  the  whole  fociety,  allegiance 
and  proteftion  are,  in  the  nature  of  things,  reciprocal  ties,  each 
equally  depending  upon  the  other,  and  liable  to  be  diffolved  by 
the  other's  being  reful'cd  or  withdrawn.     And  whereas  George 
the  Third,  King  of  Great-Britain,  has  refufed  proteftion  to  the 
good  people  of  thefe  colonies ;  and,  by  aflfenting  to  fundry  afts 
of  the  Britilb  Parliament,  attempted  to  fubjeft  them  to  the  abfo- 
lute  dominion  of  that  body  ;  aind  has  alfo  made  war  upon  them 
in  the  moft  cruel  and  unnatural  manner,  for  no  other  caufe  than  . 
averting  their  juft  rights  ;  all  civil  authority  under  him  is  necef- 
farily  at  an  end,  and  a  diirolution  of  government  in  each  colom/ 
has  conlequcntly  taken  place. 

And  whereas  in  the  prefent  deplorable  fituation  of  thefe  co- 
lonics, expofed  to  the  fury  of  a  cruel  and  relem  '<  enemy< 
fome  form  of  government  is  abl'olutely  neceffary,  not  v  for  the 
prefervation  of  good  order,  but  alfo  the  more  efteftually  to 
unite  the  people,  and  enable  them  to  exert  their  whole  force  in 
their  own  neceffary  defence  ;  and  as  the  lionourable  the  Conti- 
nental Congrefs,  the  luprcme  council  of  the  American  colonies, 
has  adviicd  fuch  of  the  colonics  as  have  not  yet  gone  into  the 
ineafure,  to  adopt  for  the-.iifelves  refpeftively  fuch  government 
as  fliall  beft  conduce  to  their  own  happinefs  and  fafety,  and  the 
well-being  of  America  in  general ;  we,  the  reprefcntatives  of 
Vol.   II.        '  3D 
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t4ie  colony  of  Ncw-Jcrfsy,  having  been  clefted  by  all  the  caarut 
ties  in  the  freed  manner,  and  in  Congrel's  affembled,  have,  af- 
ter mature  deliberations,  agreed  upon  a  fet  of  charter  rights^  and 
the  form  of  a  conflitution,  in  manner  following,  viz. 

I.  Th^t  the  government  of  this  province  fhall  be  veiled  in  a 
Governor,  Legiflative  Council  and  General  Aflembly. 

II.  That  the  Legiilative  Council  and  General  Alfcmbly  fliall 
be  chofen,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  fecond  Tuelday  in  Auguft 
licxt ;  the  members  whereof  ftiall  be  the  fame  in  number  and 
qualifications  as  is  herein  after  mentioned;  and  ihall  be  and  re- 
main vefled  with  all  the  powers  and  authority  to  be  held  by 
any  future  Legiflative  Council  and  Afletnbly  of  this  colony, 
until  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Oftober  which  ftiall  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy. 
fcven. 

III.  That  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Oftober  yearly,  and 
■  every  year  for  ever,  (with  the  privilege  of  adjourning  from  day 

to  day,  as  occafion  may  require)  the  counties  flrall  feverally  chufc 
one  perfon  to  be  a  member  of  the  Legiflativ^  Council  of  this 
colony,  who  ftiall  be  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next 
before  the  eleftion,  an  inhabitant  and  freeholder  in  the  county 
in  which  he  is  chofen,  and  worth  at  Icafl  one  thoufand  pounds, 
proclamation  money,  of  real  and  perfonal  eftate  within  the  faid 
County  :  that,  at  the  fame  time,  each  County  ftiall  alio  chufe  three 
members  of  AfTcmbly  ;  provided,  that  no  perfon  ftiall  be  entitled 
to  a  feat  in  the  faid  Aflembly,  unlcfs  he  be  and  have  been  for 
one  whole  year  next  before  the  eleftion  an  inhabitant  of  the 
county  he  is  to  reprefcnt,  and  worth  five  hundred  pounds, 
proclamation  money,  in  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  in  the  fame 
county :  that  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  next  after  the  day  of 
elf^lion,  the  Council  and  Alfcmbly  fliall  feparatcly  meet ;  and 
that  the  confent  of  both  Houles  (hall  be  necelTary  to  every  law; 
provided,  that  icven  fhall  be  a  quorum  of  the  Council  for  doing 
buflnels,  and  that  no  law  fliall  pals,  unlefs  there  be  a  ni;ijority 
of  all  the  reprefentativcs  of  each  body  pcrfonally  prefent,  and 
irgiccing  thereto.  Provided  always,  that  if  a  majority  of  the 
reprelcntativcs  of  this  province,  in  Council  and,  General  Aflem- 
bly convened,  fliall,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  judge  it 
equitable  and  proper  to  add  to  or  diminifti  the  number  or  pro- 
portion  of  the  members  of  Alfembly  tor  any  county  or  counties 
ju  this  colony,  then,  and  in  fuch  calc,  the  fame  may,  on  the 
principles  of  more  equal  rcprefcntation,  he  lawfully  done,  any 
thing  in  this  charter  to  the  i;t>utrary  notwithftanding,  fo  that  the 
wh<'lc  number  of  reprefentativcs  in  Aflembly  ftiall  net  at  any 
time  be  lei's  than  thirty-nine*  • 
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TV.  That  all  the  inhahitants  of  this  colony  of  full  age,  who 
arc  worth  fifty  potmds,  proclamation  money,  clear  eftatc  in  the 
fame,  and  have  rc'fidcd  within  the  county  in  which  they  claim 
a  vote,  for  twelve  months  immediately  preceding  the  elcflion, 
fliall  be  entitled  lo  vote  for  .reprclentativcs  in  Council  and  Af- 
fembly :  and  alio  for  all  other  public  officers  that  fliuU  be  ckfted 
by  the  people  of  the  county  at  large:. 

V.  That  the  AlTcmbly,  when  met,  ftiaU  have  power  to  choofe 
a  fpeakcr,  and  other  their  officers;;  to  be  judges  of  tlic  quali- 
fications and  eleftions  of  their  own  members;  fit  upon  their  own 
adjournments  ;  prepare  bills  to  .be  palTcd  into  laws;  and  to  fim- 
power  their  Ipeaker  to  convene  them,  whcuevej:  any  extraordi- 
nary occurrence  (hall  render  it  neceffar)'.. 

VI.  That  the  Council  lliall  hare  power  to  prepare  bills  to 
pafs  into  laws,  and  have  other  like  powers  as  the  Afiemblv,  and 
in  all  rcfpefts  to  be  a  free  and  independant  branch  of  the  logil- 
laturc  of  this  Colony ;  favc  only,  that  they  ihali  not  pi-eparc  or 
alter  any  money  bill,  which  fliall  be  the  privilege  \ii  the  Af- 
fembly.  That  the  Council  fliall  from  time  to  time  be  convened 
by  the  governor  or  vice-prefident,  but  mufl  be  convened  at  all 
times  when  the  Aflembly  fits;  for  which  purpofe  the  fpcakcx 
of  the  Houfc  of  Affembly  fliall  always  immediately  after  an  ad- 
journment give  notice  to  the  governor  or  vice-prcfidcni  of  the 
time  and  place  to  which  the  Houfe  is  adjourned.. 

VIL  That  the  Council  and  Affembly  joijitly,  at  their  firfl: 
meeting  affter  each  annual  eleftion,  fliall,  by  a  majority  of  voteti, 
eleft  fome  fit  perfon  within  the  colony  to  be  gmcrnor  for  one 
year,  who  "fliall  be  conftant  prefidcnt  of  the  council,  and  have 
a  cafting  vote  in  their  proceedings,  and  the  Council  thcmlelves 
fiiall  choofe  a  vvce-prerident,  who  Ihall  a£l  as  iivcli  iu  Xbe  abioncc 
of  the  governor.. 

Vm.  That  the  governor,  or,  in  liis  aiifeiice,  the  ^'ic^■pre^l- 
dent  of  the  council,  fliall  have  ihe  fuprcmc  executive  power,  be 
chancellor  Of  the  colony,  and  aft  as  captain-general  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  all  the  militia  and  other  military  force  in 
this  colony ;  and  that  any  three  or  more  of  the  council  Ih-ill,  at 
all  times  be  a  privy-council  to  confult  them  ;  and  that  the  gover- 
nor be  ordinary,  or  furrogate-general. 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  council,  fcvcn  whereof  fliall  be 
a  quorum,  be  the  court  of  a[)pcali.  in  the  lafc  rcfort  in  all  cafes 
*;f  law,    as  heretofore  ;    and  that    they    polVefs   the    power   '<& 
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granting  pardons  to  criminals  after  Condemnation,  in  all  cafes  of 
Ireafon,  felony,  or  other  offences. 

X.  That  captains,  and  all  other  inferior  officers  of  the  mili- 
tie,  (hall  be  chofen  by  the  companies  in  the  reljpeflive  counties ; 
but  field  and  general  officers  by  the  Council  and  Affcmbly. 

XI.  That  the  Council  and  AfTembly  fliall  have  power  to  make 
the  great  feal  of  this  colony,  which  {hall  be  kept  by  the  gover- 
nor, or  in  his  abfence,  by  the  vice-prefident  of  the  council,  tQ 
be  ufcd  by  them  as  occafion  may  require ;  and  it  (hall  b^  called^ 
the  great  feal  of  the  colony  of  Nezo-Jerfey. 

XII.  That  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  fhall  continue  ii^ 
office  for  fcven  years  ;  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  in  the  (everal  counties,  juflices  of  the  peace,  clerks  of 
the  fupreme  court,  clerks  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  plea^ 
ard  quarter  fefTions,  the  attorney-general,  and  provincial  I'ccrc- 
tary  fhall  continue  in  office  fur  five  years;  and  the  provincial 
treafurer  (hall  continue  in  office  for  one  year  ;  and  that  they 
fhall  be,  feverally  appointed  by  the  Council  and  AfTembly  in 
manner  aforeiaid,  and  commiffioned  by  the  governor,  or  in  iiig 
Abfence  the  vice-prefidcnt  of  the  council.  Provided  always, 
that  the  faid  officers  feverally,  fhall  be  capable  of  being  re-ap- 
|>ointed  at  khe  end  of  the  tarms  feverally  before  limited  ;  and 
that  any  of  |he  f|id  officers  fhall  be  liable  to  be  difminied,  wheij 
adjudged  guilty  of  mifbehaviour,  by  the  Council  on  an  impeach- 
inent  of  the  AfTembly, 

XIII.  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  county,  qualified  to  vote 
as  aforefaid,  fhall,  at  the  time  and  place  of  elefting  their  re- 
prefcntatives,  annually  cleft  one  fheriff,  and  one  or  more  coro- 
ners ;  and  that  they  may  re-eleft  the  fame  perfon  to  fucli  offices 
until  he  fhall  have  ferved  three  years,  but  no  longer;  after  which 
three  years  muft  elapfe  before  the  fame  perfon  is  capable  of 
being  ele£led  again.  When  the  ele£iion  is  certified  to  the 
governor  or  vice-prcfident,  under  the  hands  of  fix  freeholders 
of  the  county  for  which  they  were  elefted,  they  (hall  be  im- 
mediately commiffioned  to  ferve  in  their  refpcftive  offices. 

XIV.  That  the  townfhips,  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for 
clcfting  other  officers,  fhall  chobfe  conflables  for  the  diftrifts 
relpctlively  ;  and  alio  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of 
good  character,  to  hear  and  finally  determine  all  appeals  relative 
to  unjufl  afTelTments  in  cafes  of  public  taxation  ;  which  comr 
jniflioners  of  appeal  fliall,  for  that  purpole,  fit  at  fome  fuitablo 
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time  or  times  to  be  by  them  appointedj  and  made  known  to  th« 
people  by  advertU'ements. 

XV.  That  the  laws  of  the  colony  (hall  begin  in  the  following 
ftile,  viz.  Be  it  enaEled  by  the  Council  and  General  Affembly  of  this 
colony,  and  it  is  hereby  enaSled .  by  authority  of  the  fame :  that  all 
commilTions  granted  by  the'  governor  oi  vice-prcfident  fliall 
run  thus,  The  colony  of  New-Jer/ey^  fo  A.  B.  &c.  greetings  and 
that  all  writs  fhall  likewife  run  in  the  name  of  the  colony  :  and 
that  all  indidments  (hall  conclude  in  the  following  manner, 
viz.  Againjl  the  peace  of  this  colony,  the  government  and  dignity  of 
tjufiitne. 

XVI.  That  all  criminals  (hall  be  admitted  to  the  fame  pri- 
vileges of  witnefi'es  and  couni'el,  as  their  profecutors  are  or  (hal|[ 
te  entitled  to, 

XVII.  Thar  the  eftates  of  fuch  pcrfons  as  fliall  deftroy  their 
own  lives  fliall  not,  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited,  but  fhall 
defcend  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  fuch 
perfons  died  in  the  natural  way;  nor  fhall  any  article  which 
may  occafion  accidentally  the  death  of  any  one,  be  henceforth 
jdeemed  a  deodand,  or  in  any  wife  forfeited  on  account  of  fucl> 
piisfortunes.  ^ 

XVIII.  That  no  per fon  fliall  ever  within  this  colony  be  dej. 
prived  of  ttie  ineftimable  privilege  of  worfliipping  Almighty 
jGod  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  difttites  of  his  own  confcicnce  ; 
por  under  any  pretence  whatever  be  compelled  to  attend  any 
place  oi  worfhip,  contrary  to  his  own  faith  and  judgement ;  nor 
fliall  any  perion  within  this  colony  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes, 
taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  or  repair- 
ing any  otlier  church  or  churches,  place  or  places  of  worfliip, 
(Or  for  the  ni.uutenance  of  any  minifter  or  miniftry,  contrary  to 
what  he  believes  to  be  right,  or  has  deliberately  or  voluntarily 
engaged  himiclf  lo  perform. 

XIX.  That  there  Ihall  be  no  eftablifhment  of  any  one  reli- 
gious left  in  this  province,  in  preference  to  another ;  and  that 
no  Proteftant  inh?.bitant  of  this  colony  fliall  be  denied  the  en- 
joyment of  any  civil  right,  merely  on  account  of  his  religious 
principles;  but  that  all  pci  Ions,  profelhng  a  belief  in  the  faith 
f>{  any  Proteftant  ic£l,  who  flidll  demean  themlclves  peaceably 
under  the  govcinmen't  as  hereby  cilablifticd,  fliall  be  capable  of 
being  eieftcd  into  any  ofHce  ol:  profit  or  iruft,  or  being  a  mem-' 
ber  of  either  branch  of  the  legiflature  ;  and  fliail  fully  and  freely 
enjoy  every  privilege  and  immunity  enjoyed  by  others  their  fcl- 
Jpw  i'ubjedij. 
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XX.  That  the  legtflative  department  of  this  government  may, 
as  much  as  poflible,  be  prel'erved  from  all  fui'picion  of  corruptiun, 
none  of  the  judgc$  of  the  fupreme  or  other  courts,  (heriifs,  or 
•ny  other  perfon  or  perfons  poflelTcd  of  any  poft  of  profit 
under  the  government,  «ther  than  juilircs  of  the  peace,  Ihill 
be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the  AfTembly ;  but  that  on  his  being 
ele£led  and  taking  his  Jfeal;,  his  oifice  or  poil  (hall  be  confidered 
as  vacant. 

XXI.  That  all  the  laws  of  this  province  contained  in  the 
edition  lately  publiihed  hy  Mr.  AllinCon,  fhall  be  and  remaia 
in  full  force,  until  altered  by  the  Icgiflature  of  this  colony,  fuch 
only  excepted  as  are  imcompatible  with  this  diaUer,  and  (hall 
be,  according  as  heretofore,  regarded  in  all  relpcfts  ,by  all  civil 
ofHcers,  and  others  the  good  people  of  this  province. 

XXII.  That  the  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fo  much 
pf  the  ftatutc  law  as  has  been  heretofore  praftifed  in  this  colony, 
(hall  flill  remain  in  force,  until  they  fhall  be  altered  by  a  future 
law  of  the  legiflature  ;  fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  contained  in  this  charter ;  and 
that  the  ineftiraable  right  of  trial  by  jury  ihall  remain  con- 
firmed, as  a  part  of  the  law  of  thU  colony,  without  repeal  fw 
pver. 

XXIII. 'That  every  perfon  who  fhnll  be  elcftcd  as  aforefaid 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Lcgiflative  Council  or  liouie  of  Aflembly, 
fhall,  previous  to  his  taking  his  feat  in  Council  or  AlTcmbly, 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

"  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  declare,  that  as  a  member  of  the  Legif!- 
lative  Counci)!  or  Affembly,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  of  the  colony 
of  New-Jexfey,  J  w.ill  not  aflent  to  any  law,  vote,  or  prncccdF 
^ing,  which  fliuLl  appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  public  welforc  of 
faid  colony  ;  nor  that  ihall  annul  or  repeal  tliat  part  of  the  third 
fcftion  in  the  charter  of  this  colony,  which  cftablilhes  that  the 
elcftions  of  membc»^s  of  the  Legiflative  Council  and  Affembly 
fhall  be  annual  ;  nor  that  part  of  the  twenty-fecond  fedlion  ia 
faid  charter,  refpeiling  the  trial  by  jury,  nor  that  fliall  annul, 
repeal,  or  alter  any  part  or  parts  of  the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth 
feftions  of  the  fame."  \ 

And  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  be  elefted  as  aforefaid, 
is  hereby  impowered  to  adminiftcr  to  the  faid  members  the  faid 
oath  or  aOirmation. 

Provided  always,  that  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
congrefs,  that  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  in  thefc 
colonics  Ihould  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  taken  again  under 
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*\\t  protc£lion  and  government  of  the  crown  of  Britain,  this 
-  irter  (hail  be  null  and  void,  otherwtfe  to  remain   firm  and 

inviolable. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,  LAWS,  Ac. 

The  courts  of  Judice  in  this  State  are,  firft,  Jufticea  Courts. 
A  competent  number  of  pcrl'ons  are  appointed  in  each  county 
by  the  Council  and  AfTembly  in  joint  meeting,  who  are  called 
juftices  of  the  peace,  and  continue  in  ofEce  five  years ;  who, 
bcfides  being  confervators  of  the  peace,  agreeably  to  the  £ngli(h 
laws,  are  authorized  to  hold  courts  for  the  trial  of  caufes  under 
twelve  pounds.  From  this  court,  perfons  aggrieved  may  appeal 
to  the  quarter  feflions.  • 

Secondly,  Courts  of  Quarter  Seflions  of  the  Peace  are  held 
quarterly  in  every  county,  by  at  lead  three  of  the  juftices. 
This  court  takes  cognizance  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  is 
generally  regulated  by  the  rules  of  the  Englilh  law. 

Thirdly,  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  which  are  held  quarterly 
by  judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
jullices  of  the  peace,  and  wtto  are  commonly  of  their  number, 
and  hold  their  commifllons  five  years.  This  court  may  be  held 
by  a  fingle  judge,  and  has  cognizance  of  demands  to  any  amount, 
and  is  condrufled  on,  and  governed  by  the  principle  of  the 
Englifh  laws. 

Fourthly,  Supreme  Courts,  which  are  held  four  times  'V  •• 
year,  at  Trenton,  by  three  judges  appointed  for  that  purpoic, 
who  hold  their  offices  three  years  ;  but  one  judge  only  is  nee  f- 
fary  to  the  holding  this  court.  This  court  has  cognizance  of  all 
aftions,  both  civil  and  criminal,  throughout  the  State,  having 
the  united  authority  of  the  courts  of  king's  bench,  common  pleas, 
and  exchequer  in  England.  The  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  nifi  prius,  commonly  held  once  a  year  in  each  county,  for 
the  trial  of  caufes  arifing  in  the  county,  and  brought  to  ilfue  in 
*the  fupreme  court,  are  properly  branches  of  this  court,  and  are 
held  by  one  of  the  judges  of  it,  except  that  in  the  courts  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  are  always 
added  in  the  commilhon  as  affiftants  to  the  judge :  b»»t  they  can- 
not hold  the  court  without  him. 

Fifthly,  Orphan's  Courts,  lately  eftablilhed  by  aft  of  Aflembly, 
are  held  by  tlic  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleafs,  ex  oficiis^ 
and  have  cognizance  of  all  matteis  relating  to  willsj_  adminiftra. 
tions,  &c. 
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Sixthly,  Court  of  Chancery,  held  by  the  government  ex  o^do, 
■Iwayi  open.  It  is  a  court  of  law  and  equity,  founded  on  tlie 
fame  principles,  and  governed  by  the  fame  rules  as  the  court 
of  chancery  in  England. 

Seventhly,  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  compofcd  of 
the  governor,  and  feven  of  the  council,  and  is  a  court  of  appeals 
in  the  lad  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law. 

All  the  Englifli  laws  which  have  been  praflifud  upon  in  the 
iState,  and  which  arc  not  repugnant  to  rev(  lution  principles, 
were  adopted  by  the  conditution,  and  very  few  alterations  of 
confcqucnce  have  fincc  been  m:ide,  except  in  the  dcl'ccnf  of  the 
real  c Hates,  which,  inflead  of  dcfccnding  tothecldrdfon,  agree- 
ble  to  the  old  feudal  lyftem,  as  formerly,  arc  now  divided, 
where  there  is  no  will,  two  fhares  to  each  fon,  and  one  (hare  to 
•ach  daughter,  i.  e.  the  fons  have  double  the  daughters  portions, 
but  all  the  Ions  have  equal  portion,  and  :ill  (he  daugliuus. 

No  perfon  is  permitted  to  praftifc  as  an  attorney  in  any  court 
without  a  licence  from  the  governor.  This  cannot  be  ob- 
tained unlcfs  the  candidate  (hould  be  above  tvvcnty-onci  years  of 
age,  and  fliall  have  ferved  a  regular  cicrklhip  with  fomc  liccnfcd 
attorney  for  four  years^  and  have  tiken  a  degree  in  fome  public 
college,  otherwife  he  muft  fervc  five  years.  This  regulation  is 
confidered  by  fome  as  a  depreciation  of  rights  in  regard  to  citi- 
zens of  other  States,  and  a  bar  to  the  progrcfs  of  knowledge. 
He  mull  alfo  fubmit  to  an  examination  by  three  of  the  mnft  cmi- 
jrcnt  counfcllors  in  the  State,  in  the  pretence  of  the  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court.  After  three  years  prafticc  as  an  attorney, 
he  becomes  a  candidate  for  a  counfellor's  licence,  which  is 
granted  on  a  like  examination.  Many  of  the  people  here, 
however,  as  in  other  States,  think,  becaufc  perhaps  they  are 
inftruments  in  obliging  them  to  pay  their  debts,  that  the  law- 
yers know  too  much.  But  their  knowledge  will  not  injure 
thofe  who  arc  innocent,  and  who  will  let  them  alone.  Expe- 
rience has  verified  this  obfervation  in  the  county  of  Cape  May. 
No  lawyer  lives  within  fixty  miles  of  that  county,  and  it  is* 
fcldom  that  they  attend  their  courts. 

\ 

MILITARY  STRENGTH.       • 


The  military  flrcngth  of  Ncw-Jcrl'ey  confills  of  a  militia,;  of 
between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  men. 

Tl.is  State  was  the  feat  of  war  for  fevcral  years,  during  the 
contcft  between  Great-Britain  and  America.     Her  loffes  both  of 
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men  and  property,  in  proportion  to  the  population  and  wealth 
of  the  State,  waa  greater  thnn  any  other  uf  the  thirteen  Statea. 
When  General  Wafliington  waa  retreating  through  the  Jerfeys, 
almoft  forfaken  by  all  othera,  her  militia  were  at  all  timea  obe* 
dicnt  to  hia  ordera ;  and  fur  a  confuldrablc  length  of  time,  com- 
pofed  the  itrength  of  hia  array.  There  U  l.iardly  t.towo  in 
the  State  that  lay  in  the  progrefa  of  the  Britiih  army,  that  was 
not  rendered  fignal  by  fome  enterprise  or  exploit.  At  Trentop 
the  enemy  received  a  check,  which  may  be  i'aid  with  juftice  to 
have  turned  the  tide  of  war.  At  Prince  town,  the  feat  of  j^he 
mules,  they  received  another,  which,  united,  obliged  them  to 
retire  With  precipitation,  and  take  refuge  in  difgraceful  winter 
quarters,  3ut  whatever  hoqor  thia  State  might  derive  from 
the  relation,  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  ei^ter  upon  an  otherwi(e 
unprofiuUe  dfCfcription  of  battles  or  lieges  ;  we  leave  this  to, 
the  pen  of  the  hiftofi^n,  whofe  obje£l  is  to  furnifh  a  minute 
detail  of  every  occurring  circumftance,  and  only  obferve  in 
general,  th^t  \\a  oiaixy  militsry  achievements  performed  by  the 
Jerfey  foldvcrs,  giye  this  State  one  of  the  firft  ranks  among  her 
HAe^s  in  4  rnilitary  view,  .and  entitle  her  to  a  (hare  of  praife  ia 
the  accompUflxmcnt  of  the  late  gloriQU9  revolution,  that  heart 
napraportion  to  her  fize« 
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HIS  Slate  15  fuuated  between  o*'  ao'  eaft,  and  50"  weft 
longitude  ;  and  between  ^g^  43',  and  42*  north  latitude.  Its 
length  is  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  miles,  and  its  breadth 
one  hundred  and  fifty-fix.  It  is  bounded  eafl  by  Delaware 
river,  which  divides  it  from  New- Jcrfcy ;  north,  by  New- York, 
and  a  territory  of  about  two  hundred  and  two  thoufand  acres, 
on  bke  Erie,  purchalcd  of  Congrefs  by  this  State;  nohh  weft, 
by  a  part  of  lake  Erie,  where  there  is  a  good  port ;  weft,  by 
the  wcftern  territory,  and  a  part  of  Virginia  ;  ibuth,  by  a  part 
of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware.  The  State  lies  in  the 
form  of  a  parallelogram. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  &c. 

This  part  of  the  Union  is  well  watered,  here  arc  fix  con- 
fiderable  rivis,  which,  with  their  numerous  branches,  penin- 
fulate  the  whole  State,  viz.  The  Delaware,  Schuylkill,  SufquC' 
bannah,  Youghiogcny,  Monongahcla,  and  Allegany.  The  bay 
and  river  Delaware  are  navigable  from  the  fca  up  to  the  great 
or  lower  falls  at  Trenton,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles ; 
and  are  accommodated  with  a  light  houfc,  on  cape  Henlopen, 
and  with  buoys  and  piers  for  the  dirctlion  and  I'afety  of  fhips. 
The  diftancc  of  Philadelphia  from  the  i'ea  is  about  fixty  miles 
acrois  the  land  in  a  fouth-wcfl  courfe,  to  the  New-Jerfey  coaft, 
and  «nc  hundred  and  twenty  miltfs  by  the  (hip  channel  of  the 
Delaware.  So  far  it  is  navigable  for  a  fcventy-four  gun  Ihip. 
Sloops^^o  thirty.five  miles  farther,  to  Trenton  falls.  The  river 
is  navigabre  for  boats  that  carry  eight  or  nine  tons,  an  hundred 
miles  farther,  and  for  Indian  canoes,  except  fevcral  fmall  falls 
or  portages,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  At  Eafton  it  receives 
tlie  Lehigh  from  the  weft,  which  is  navigable  thirty  miles. 
The  tide  lets  up  as  high  as  Trenton  falls,  and  at   Philadelphia 
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lifes  generilly  about  five  or   fix  feet.     A  north-eift  and  ctft 
\yind  raifes  it  higher.  ^ 

Between  cape  Ilenlopen  and  cape  May  it  the  entrance  in- 
to the  Delaware  bay.  T)ie  entrance  into  the  river  ii  twenty 
inilea  farther  up,  at  Bombay  Hook,  where  the  river  is  four  or 
five  mtlei  wide,  from  Bombay  iionk  to  Reedy-Ifland  it  twenty 
miles.  This  ifland  is  the  rendezvous  of  outward-bound  (hips 
in  autumn  and  fpring,  #«iting  \  ,r  a  favourable  wind.  Th^ 
courfe  from  this  to  the  lea  is  S.  S.  £.  fo  that  a  N.  VV.  wind, 
^vhtch  i«  the  prevailing  wind  in  theCe  feafons,  is  fair  for  vefTels 
to  put  out  to  fea.  This  river  is  generally  frozen  one  or  two 
months  in  the  year  at  Philadelphia,  lb  as  to  prevent  navigation, 
but  vcITels  may  at  all  times  make  a  fccure  hnrbuur  at  port  P<:nU| 
at  Reedy-Ifland,  where  piers  have  been  erc£lcd  by  the  Statd. 
VelTels  are  generally  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hour*  iA 
afcending  this  beautiful  river  to  Philadelphia  ;  and  the  navij^a- 
tiuD  is  iafe,  and  in  the  milder  Icafons,  elpeciitlly  in  the  fuitt- 
mcr,  is  indefcribably  pleaftnt. 

From  Chcfter  to  Philadelphia,  twenty  miles  by  water,  dtid 
fifteen  by  land,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  narrowed  by  iftands 
of  marlh,  which  are  generally  banked  and  turned  into  rich  and 
immenfely  valuable  meadows. 

Billinl'port,  twelve  miles  below  Philadelphia,  was  fortified  in 
the  late  war  for  the  defence  of  the  channel.  Oppofite  this  fort, 
fevcral  large  frames  of  timber,  headed  with  iron  Ipikcs,  called 
chevaux  dc  frizc,  were  funk  to  prevent  the  Rriiilh  (hips  from 
pafling.  Since  the  peace,  a  curious  machine  hus  been  invented 
in  Philadelphia  to  raife  them.'  '  .  i 

The  Schuylkill  rifes  »orth-weft  of  the  Kittaiinny  rrioun- 
tains,  through  which  it  pafl'es,  into  a  fine  chanvpaign  country, 
and  runs,  from  its  fource,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles  in  a  fouth-eaft  direftion,  and  pafling  -through'  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  falls  into  the  Dclawaic  oppo- 
fite  Mud-Ifland,  fix  or  feven  miles  below  the  city!     it  is  navi- 

I^able  from  above  Reading,  eighty-five  or  ninety  miles  to  its 
niouth.  There  are  four  floatinj*  bridges  thrown  acrofs  it,  made 
of  logs  faftened  together,  and  lying  upon  the  »'ater,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 

Thoijj  north-eafl:  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah  river  rifes  in 
lalcir Otfego  and  Otego,  in  the  State  of  New-Yoik,  and  runs  in 
fuch  a  winding  courl'e  as  to  crufs  the  boundary  line  between 
New- York   and   Pennsylvania   three  times,     it   receives    I'yog* 
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river,  one  of  its  principal  btanchcs,  in  latitude  41°  57',  tliree 
miles  louth  of  the  boundary  line.  The  Sufquehannah  branch 
is  navigable  for  battcaux  to  its  foiirce,  whence  to  -Mohawk  river 
is  but  twenty  miles.  The  Tynga  branch  is  navigalde  fifty  mil«& 
for  battcaux ;  and  its  fourcc  is  but  a  few  miles  ^rom  the  Che- 
aeflfee,  which  empties  into  lake  Ontario,  from  Tyoga  point, 
the  river  proceeds  fouth'eafl:  to  Wyoming  without  ar.y  obftruc- 
tion  by  fall^  and  then  fouth->eafl,  over  Wyoming  falls,  till  at 
Sunbury,  in  about  latitude  41**,  it  meets  the  weft  branch  of 
Sufquehannah,  which  is  navigable  ninety  miles  from  its  mouth, 
and  fome  of  the  branches  of  it  are  navigable  fifty  miles,  and 
approach  very  near  fomc  of  the  boataWe  4>^nches  of  the  Alio- 
gany  river.  This  noble  river  is  paffablc  to  Middletown,  below 
JIarris'  ferry,  with  boat?,  carrying  leveral  hundred  bufhels,  and 
with  rafts  of  boards,  &c.  from  the  State  of  New-York,  as  wcH 
«s  down  the  Tyoga,  and  Juniata  branches,  feveral  hundred 
miles,  in  their  different  windings,  but  it  is  attended  with  dif. 
iiculty  and  danger  on  account  of  the  •numerous  falls  bcjow  Mid. 
dletown.  About  fifteen  miles  above  Harriiburgh,  it  receives  the 
Juniata  from  the  north-weft,  proceeding  from  the  ^Allegany 
mountains,  and  flowing  through  a  mountainous,  broken,  ye,t 
cultivable  country.  This  river  is  navigable,  one  hundj^^  ag4 
twenty  miles  from  its  mouth,  ^  r  ' 

The  Swetara,  which  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  from  the 
tiorth-eaft,  is  navigable  fifttcn  miles.  About  half  a<mile  from 
the  mouth  of  this  river,  and  a  mile  from  Middletown,  is  a  grift 
mill,  which  merits  particular  notice.  It  is  a  very  large  and 
handfpme  ftone  building,  has  four  ^pair  of  ftones,  and  is,  per- 
haps,  in  every  relpeft  one  of  the  moft  complete  in  the  State. 
J^ut  the  moft  remarkable  circumftance  relatixie  to  it,  is  the  rare, 
which  hi  a  canal  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  wide,  and  carried 
with  fuch  a  degree  of  boldnefs  to  a  length  of  four  hundred  and 
feventy-fix  rods  or  perches,  through  rocks  and  hills,  and  every 
obftacle  in  its  courie,  as  cannot  fail  to  excite  a  very  high  idea 
of  the  enterprise  and  pcrfevering  induftry  of  Mr.  George  Frcy, 
the  undertaker  and  owner,  ' 

From  Swetara  to  the  Tulpchokcn  branch  of  Schuylkill,  a 
canal  and  lock  navigation  is  undertaken,  and  the  works  com- 
menced, by  anjncorporatcd  company  whole  capital  is  four  bun- 
dr«"d  thouland  dollars.  This  leads  through  the  Schuylkill  toPhi- 
ladclphia.  When  this  (hall  be  efVeftcd,  a  paffage  will  be  open  to 
Philadelphia  from  the  Juniata,  the  Tyoga,  snd  the  eaft  and  weft 
branches  of  the    Sulquchannah,    which  waters  at   leaft   fifteen 
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oiiHions  tif  acres.  From  this  jun£lion,  the  general  courfe  of  the 
SulqucUaniiah  is  about  fbuth  eail  until  it  falls  into  the  head  of 
the  CUelapcak  bay  at  Havre  de  Grace.  It  is  above  a  mile  wi,<ie 
at  its  mouth,  ajid  is  navigable  for  i'ea  veflels  biit  about  five  ml\t^ 
^m,  account  of  its  rapids.  The  banks  of  the  river  are  very  ro- 
litaotic,  particularly  where  it  paflies  through  the  mountains. 
Xhis  pafljge  has  every  appearance  of  having,  been  forced  through 
iy  kbe  preflfure  of  the  vg|er,  or  of  having  been  burft  open  bjt 
fORie  coQVulfibn  in  nature.  ^ 

^  The  feveral  branches  of  the  Vroghiogeny  river  rife  on  the 

i£k  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains.  After  running  a  fhort 
nee  they  unite  and  form  a  large  beautiful  river,  whicli,  itv 
ng  fome  of  the  moft  weflern  ridges  of  the  mountain,  preci- 
Ipites  itself  over  a  level  ledge  df  rocks,  lying  nearly  at  riglit  an- 
^Ij^  to  the  couxfe  of  the  river,  Thcie  falls,  called  the  Ohiopyle 
^Us,  are  about  twenty  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  and  the 
ilVerit  perhaps  eighty  yards  wide.  For  a  eonftderablc  di (lance 
wjtUtiW  t)Mi  falls,  th<i  water  is  very  rapid,  and  boilr  atid  foams 
tekeinently,  occaftoning  a  continual  mid  to  rife  from  i^,  even 
^|||UK)p  day,  and  in  fair  weather.  The  river  at  this  place  runs 
i^pps  (bath- weft,  but  prefently  winds  round  to  the  north-weft^ 
Itui  ;4;cmtinuing  this  courfe  for  thirty  or  forty  miles,  it  iofes  its 
by.  unitjiig  with  the  Monongahela,  which  comes  from  the 
iwar4v    atid    contains,     perhaps,     twice   as    much    water. 

vttk  united  ftreams,  fhortly  after  their  junftion,  mingle  with 
^  waters  of  the  Allegany  and  Pittn>urgh,  and  together  form 
jjiw  grand  river  Ohio. 

1  The  Monongahela  has  been  already  particularly  defcribed* 
and  fome  obfervations  made  on  the  navigation  of  the  Allegany* 
In  addition  it  may  be  obferved,  that  at  the  junftion  of  French 
j:reek,  which  cpmes  from  the  north-weft,  vith  the  Allegany* 
lie  the  remains  of  a  Britifh  fortifieation ;  and  about  a  mile  above 
is  Fort  FranHli'i,  built  in  1787,  and  then  guarded  by  a  company 
ol  At^iHcan  I'olciiers.  The  Pennfylvania  .north  line  croffc^, 
French"  (CrG<5,k  about  three  miles  above  Le  Bceuf,  whera  there 
fonneiiy  a  fort.  From  Le  Bceuf  to  Prefiijueiile,  fifteen  or 
xteen  miles,^,.is  an  old  waggon  road,  cut  by  the  French  in  the 
pf  fisj^.  Tbe  lands  on  French  creek  are  vCvy  rich,  and 
y  cleared^.  \vhi(fl('<%  an  evidence  that  its   former  Indian  in- 

bitni^lS^  were  numet"ous.  Fourteen  miles  from  the  mouth  o^ 
t|ps  crcCTC  is  a  gentle  rapid,  thence  to  its  mouth  it  is  flow,  dccp» 
and  fmooih. 
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There  if   faid  to  be  a  pra£licable   communication   betweceo 
the  fouthern  branch  of  the  T^yoga  and  the  branch  of  the  A,llc- 
IliMiy,  the  htad  waters  of  which  are  but  a  Ihort  difUncc  from 
each  other,     The  Senecil  Indians  fay  they  can  walk  four  times 
in  a  day,  frotn  the  boatable    wateris  of  Allegany  to  tly^fe  of  the 
Tyoga,  at  ihi  plade  now  mentioned.     And  between  lihc  Sufque- 
hannahyV  juft  before  it  croffcs  into  Pennfylvanta  the  firft  time, 
Aid  the  Delaware  is  a  Portage  of  c|||r  twelve  miles.     Rafts  of 
timber,  plank,  boards^  anddlkves,  with  other  articles  u'pon  them 
can  be  brought^  down  the. Delaware  from  the  counties  of  Mont^ 
.  ^otftery   and  Otfego  in  New-York,    two  hundred  miles  above 
fhe  city  by  the  courfe  of  the  river.     Some  money  was  expended' 
by  the  government  and  landholders  in  improving  the  navigation 
yp  towards  the   fource,    before  the   revolution,    and  there  has 
been  a  lurvey  fince  made,  for  the  purpole  of  proceeding  in  the 
improvement  of  this  and  the  other  principal  rivers  of  Pejinfyva- 
nia,  and  for  making  communications  by  canals  in  the  iiiiproved 
part,    and   by    roads    in   the    unimproved    part   of  the    State, 
Qaeat  progrefs  has  already  been  made   in  theie   imprpvements, 
and  the  exertions    for    their    completion    are    ftill    cbntinued* 
The   Pennfylvanians    are    much    inclined    to    fiich    enterprilKi 
cs,    having    found   great   benefit    from  them.      On   the    com< 
pletion  of  the  prefent  plans,  the    State  wilt  be  as  conveniently 
interfered  by  roads  as  any  other  of  its  fize  in  the  Union,   which 
will  greatly  facilitate   the  fettlement   cf  its  new<  lands.     A  flight 
view  of  the  map  of  Pcnnfylvaij,ia  will  fhew  how  finely  this  State 
is  watered  by  the  Delaware  and  its  branches,  the  Schuylkill,  the 
Juniata,  the  Sqfquehannah  and  its  branches,  the  Ohio,the  Allegany. 
Yo^jghiogeny,'  and  Monongahela.     The   Potomak  and  Jj^ke  Eric 
sdfo  afford  proTpefts  of  confiderable  benefit  from  their  navigation. 
Nature  has  done  much    for    Pennlylvania    in   regard   to   inland 
water    carriage,    which   is    ftrikingly  exemplified  by  thi*  faft» 
that  although  Philadelphia  and  lake  Erie  are  didant  from  each  other 
above  three  hundred  miles,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  ,&$^^  rivers 
of  the  State  may  be  fo  improved,  as  to   induce  the  l§nd  carriage 
between  them   nine  tenths.     lu  the  fame  way  the  tUvigation 
Pittfburg,  after  due  improvement,  niay  be  u(ed  iifcftcad  of  laq 
carriage  for  the  whole  difluncc,  except  twenty-thr(3C,  ^tiiiles 
thefe   routs  it  is    clear,   that    a 
articles    ufed   on  the  wcflcrn 
their  furs,   (kinsf  ginfeng,  hemp,  flax,  pot  aih,  and    other  valu- 
able commodities,  b»ought  to  i''hiladelp]iin.     The  hemp-aad  oak 
timber  for  the  Rullian  navy  is  tianlu  'i  Led  by  inland  n?vi^ytion 
«ne  thoufand  two  liundrcd  miles,  and  yci  hemp  is  Ihipped  from 


large   propWtiot;   Osf  thfe    forelgri' 
waters   mud.  be    tranl'iKfrited,   an^ 
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that  kingdom  on  lower  terms  than  from  aify  otl^er  part  of  the 
koown  world.  Rulfia,  long  ftnce  the  lettlement  of  Pennfylvai^it 
by  c^vilUed  and  enUghtencd  people,  was  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute 
barbarifm,  and  deftitute  Of  thefe  impruvements :  much,,  there-* 
fore,  is  to  be  (cxpciled  from  the  continued  exertions  of  the 
prudent,  induftrious,  9nd  fenfible  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania, 
in  the.courfe  of  the  prefenj^ifpentury. 

One  remark  mufl  not  be  omittqA  here,  and  that  is,  that  in 
all  the  back  country  waters  uf  this  alate,  even  in  thoie  high  up- 
in  the  mountains^  marine  petrifactions  are  found  in  great  abun- 
dance. 

The  only  fwamps  worth  noticing  are,  the  Great  Swamp,  be« 
twccti  Northampton  and  Luzerne  counties,  and  Buffaloe  Swamp 
in  the  State  of  New-York,  fomc  diftance  north  of  the  PenalyU 
vania  line.  Theie  fwamps,  on  examination  and  furvey,  are 
found  to  be  bodies  of  farm  land,  thickly  covered  with  beach  and 
fugar  maple. 

A  confiderable  proportion  of  this  State  may  be  called  moun* 
tainous;  particularly  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Huntingdon,' 
Cumberland,  part  of  Franklin,  Dauphin,  and  part  of  Bucks 
and  Northampton,  through  which  pais,  under  various  nameSf 
the  numerous  ridges  and  fpurs,  which  coUeaively  form  what 
wc  chufe  to  call,  for  the  fake  of  clearnefs,  7/te  Great  Raitgc  of 
Allegany  Mountains.  The  principal  ridges  in  this  range, '  ia 
Pennfylvaniu,  are  the  Kittatinny,  or  Blue  mountains,  which' 
pafs  north  of  Nazareth  in  Northampton  county,  and  purfue  a 
fouth'Weft  courfe  acrofs  the  Lehigh,  through  Dauphin  county, 
juft  above  Harrilburgh,  thence  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah  through  Cumberland  and  Fi^anklin  counties.  Back  of 
thde,  and  nearly  parallel  with  them,  are  Peter's,  Tufcarra,  and 
Nefcopck  mountains,  on  the  eaft  of  the  Sufquehannah ;  and  on 
the  weft,  S'hareman's  hills.  Sideling  hill,  Raggard,,  Great 
Warriors,  Evil's  and  Will's  mountains  ;  then  the  Great  Alle- 
gany ridge,  which  being  the  largeft,  gives  its  name  to  the  whole 
^ge  ;  weft  of  this  are  the  Chclnut  ridges.  Between  the  Junia- 
ta and  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah  are  Jack's,  TuU'y's, 
Nittlny,  and  Bald  Eagle  mountains.  The  valei  between  thefc 
fountains  arc  generrlly  of  a  rich,  black  foil,  fuited  to  the 
various  kinds  of  grain  and  grafs.  Some  of  the  mountains  will 
admit  of  cultivation  almoft  to  their  tops.  The  other  parts  of 
».hc  State-arc  generally  level,  or  agreeably  variegated  with  hills 
and  vallics.  .    * 
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In  thi*  connoftion,  we  b«g  leave  to  introduce  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Charles  Thompfon,  the  Ute  fecretary  of  Congrefs, 
which  were  fuggeiled  on  his  reading  Mr.  JefFerfon's  defcription 
of  the  paflage  of  the  Potomak  through  the  Blu^  ridge.  "  The 
refleftiona  I  was  led  into  on  viewing  this  paflage  of  the  Poto- 
mak through  the  Blue  ridge  were,  that  this  country  mud  have 
fufFered  lome  violent  couvuliion,  and  that  the  face  of  it  mufl  have 
been  changed  from  what  i||  probably  was  fome  centuries  ago ; 
that  the  broken  and  ragged  faces  of  the  mountain  on  each 
fide  the  river  ;  the  tremendous  rocks^  which  are  left  with  one 
and  fixed  in  the  precipice,  and  the  other  jutting  out  and  feeni' 
ingly  ready  to  fall  for  want  of  fupport ;  the  bed  of  the  river 
for  fevcral  miles  below  obftrufted,  and  filled  with  the  loofe 
ilones  carried  from  this  mound  ;  iti  (hort,  every  thing  on 
which  you  call  your  eye  evidently  demonftrates  a  difrupture 
and  breach  in  the  raountaini  and  that,  before  this  happened, 
what  is  now  a  fruitful  vale,  was  formerly  a  great  lake  or  coU 
le£lion  of  water,  which  poflibly  might  have  here  formed  a  migh- 
ty cafcade,  or  had  its  vent  to  the  ocean  by  the  Suf^uehannah, 
where  the  Blue  ridge  feems  to  terminate.^  Betides  this,  there 
j|re  other  parts  of  this  country  which  bear  evident  traces  of  a 
like  convuliion.  From  the  bed  accounts  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  the  place  where  the  Delaware  nqw  flows  through  the 
Kittatinny  mountain,  which  is  a  continuation  of  what  is  called  the 
North  ridge,  or  mountain,  was  not  its  original  courfe,  but  that 
it  paired  through  what  is  now  called  'the  Wind-gap,'  a  place 
feveral  miles  to  the  wedward,  and  above*  an  hundred  feet 
higher  than  the  prefent  bed  of  the  river.  This  wind-gap  is  about 
^  mile  broad,  aud  the  dones  in  it  fuch  as  feem  to  have  been 
wafhed  for  ages  by  water  running  over  them.  Should  this  have 
been  the  cafe,  there  mud  have  been  a  large  lake  behind  that 
mountain,  and  by  fome  uncommon  fwell  in  the  waters,  or  by 
fome  convulfion  of  nature,  the  river  mud  have  opened  its  way 
through  a  different  part  of  the  mountain,  and  meeting  there  with 
Icfs  obdruflion,  carried  away  with  the  oppofing  mounds  of  earth, 
and  deluged  the  country  below  with  the  immenfe  coUeftion  of 
waters,  to  which  this  new  pafTage  gave  vent.  There  are  flill 
remaining,  and  daily  difcovered,  innumerable  indances  of  fuch 
a  deluge  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  afl'"r,i%  pafled  the  hills  above 
the  fall  of  Trenton,  and  rcachted  the  champaign.  On  the  New. 
Jerley  fide,  which  is  flatter  than  the  Pennfylvania  fide,  all  the 
oo»»ntry  below  Crofwick  hills  fccms  to  have  been  overflowed  to 


OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 


\a,x 


the  diflancc  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  back  from  the  river, 
and  to  have  acquired  a  new  foil  by  the  earth  and  clay  brought 
down  and  mixed  with  the  native  fand.  The  Ipot  on  which 
Philadelphia  (lands  evidently  appears  to  be  made  ground.  The 
different  ftrata  through-  which  they  pafs  in  digging  to  water, 
the  acorns,  leaves,  and  fomctimes  branches,  which  are  found 
above  twenty  fi-ct  below  the  furfacc,  all  iecm  to  demonftraie 
this.  I  am  informed,  that  at  York-town,  in  Virginia,  in  the 
bank  of  York  river,  tlicre  are  djtfcrcnt  ftrata  of  fhells  and 
earth  one  above  another,  which  feem  to  point  out  that  the 
country  tlicre  has  undergone  fevcial  changes ;  that  the  fea  for 
a  fuccefhon  of  ages,  occupied  the  place  where  dry  land  now 
appears  ;  and  that  the  ground  has  been  fuddcnly  railed  at  vari- 
ous periods.  What  a  cliange  would  it  make  in  the  country 
below,  (hould  the  mountains  at  Niagara,  by  any  accident,  be 
cleft  al'undcr,  and  a  pafl'age  fuddenly  opened  to  drain  off  thq 
waters  of  Erie  and  the  Jpper  lakes  !  While  ruminating  oa 
thefe  I'ubjcfts,  I  have  often  been  hurried  away  by  fancy,  and 
led  to  imagine,  that  what  is  now  the  bay  of  Mexico,  was  once 
a  champaign  country ;  and  that  from  the  point  or  cape  of  Flo- 
rida, there  was  a  continued  range  of  mountains  through  Cuba, 
Hifpaniola,  Porto  Rico,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  Barbadoes, 
and  Trinidad,  till  it  reached  the  coaft  of  America,  and  former! 
the  Ihores  which  bounded  the  ocean,  and  guarded  the  country 
behind  ;  that,  by  fome  convulfion  or  fhock  of  nature,  the  fea 
had  broken  through  thefe  mounds,  and  deluged  that  vaft  plain, 
till  it  reached  the  foot  of  the  Andes ;  that  being  there  heaped 
up  by  the  trade  winds,  always  blowing  from  one  quarter,  it  had 
found  its  way  back,  as  it  continues  to  do,  through  the  gulph 
between  Florida  and  Cuba,  carrying  with  it  the  loom  and  fand 
it  may  have  fcooped  from  the  country  it  had  occupied,  part  of 
which  it  may  have  depofi'cd  on  the  Ihores  of  North-America, 
and  which  part  formed  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  But  thefe 
are  only  the  vifions  of  fancy."* 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Reading  is  a  fpring  about  fourteen 
feet  deep,  and  about  an  hundred  feet  fquare  ;  a  full  mill  ftream 
iffued  from  it ;  the  waters  are  clear  and  full  of  fifli  of  different 
kinds.  From  appearances,  it  is  probable  that  this  fpring  is  the 
outlet  of  a  very  confiderable  river,  which  a  mile  and  an  half- 
or  two  miles  above  this  place,  finks  into  the  earth,  and  is  ap- 
parently conveyed  to  this  outlet,  in  a  fubterraneous  channel. 

*  Jclferfou'*  Iliftory  of  Virginia,  AppChUix,  No.  II. 
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In  the  northoin  parts  of  Pennfylvania  there  is  a  creek  cal- 
led Oil  Crcfk,  which  empties  into  the  Allegany  river  ;  it  if. 
flies  from  a  fpring,  on  the  top  of  which  floats  an  oil,  fimilar  to 
that  called  liarbadocs  tar,  and  from  which  one  man  may  gather 
feveral  gallons  hi  a  day.  The  troops  fcnt  to  guard  the  wcflcrn 
polls  halted  at  this  fpring,  collcftcd  fome  of  the  oti,  and  bath- 
ed  their  joints  wiiK  -it.  This  gave  them  great  relief  from  the 
rheumatic  complaints  with  which  they  were  affeftcd ;  the 
waters,  of  which  the  troops .  drank  freely,  operated  aft  a  gentle 
cathartic. 

There  are  three  remarkable  groltos,  or  caves,  in  this  State; 
one  near  Carliflc,  in  Cumberland  county  ;  one  in  the  townfliip 
of  Durham,  in  Bucks  county ;  and  the  other  at  Swetara,  in 
Lancafler  county;  tlie  latter  is  on  the  eafl  bank  of  Swetara 
river,  about  two  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Sufquc. 
hannah.  Its  aperture  is  under  a  pretty  high  bank,  and  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  from  fcven  to  ten  in  height. 
You  enter,  by  a  gradual  defcent.  To  low,  as  that  the  furface  of 
the  river  is  rather  higher  than  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  in 
your  progrefs  pafs  through  a  number  of  paflages  and  apart- 
ments of  various  dimenlions,  fome  low  and  narrow,  others  very 
high  and  fpacious,  vaulted  by  magnificent  canopies,  fretted 
u'ith  a  variety  of  depending  petrifaftions,  fome  of  which  are 
drawn  to  a  great  length,  by  means  of  the  confl;ant  exudation 
and  accretion  of  petrifying  matter,  till  lolid  pillars  have  been 
gradually  formed,  Thefc  appear  as  fupports  to  the  roof,  which 
is  of  folid  lime  flonc,  perhaps  twenty  feet  thick.  Thirty  years 
ago  there  were  ten  fuch  pillars,  each  fix  inches  in  diameter, 
and  fix  feet  high,  all  fo  ranged,  that  the  place  they  enclofed 
relembled  a  fanftuary  in  a  Roman  church  ;  no  royal  throne  ever 
exhibited  more  grandeur  than  this  lufus  natura.  The  refcm- 
blances  of  feveral  monuments  are  found  indented  in  the  walls 
on  the  fides  of  the  cave,  which  appear  like  the  tombs  of  de- 
parted heroes.  SulpCnded  from  tlie  roof  is  *•  the  bell,"  which 
is  nothing  more  than  a  ftone  projefted  in  an  unulual  form,  fo 
called  from  the  found  it  occafions  when  flruck,  which  is  fimi- 
lar to  that  of  a  bell.  \ 

Some  of  the  ftalaftites  are  of  a  colour  like  fugar-candy,  and 
others  refemblo  loaf-fugar  ;  but  their  beauty  is  much  defaced  by 
the  fnioke  of  the  torches  which  arc  frequently  employed  in 
conducing  the  curious  traveller  through  this  gloomy  recefs. 
The  water,  whidi  is  cxudatcd  through  the  roof,  runs  down  the 
declivity,  and  is  both  pisaiant  and-  wholcfome  to  drink.    Theiv 
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are  fevenil  holes  in  tbe  bottom  of  the  cave  defcending  per* 
pcndicularly,  pcrhapi  into  an  abyfs  below,  which  renders  it 
dangerous  to  walk  without  a  light.  At  the  end  of  the  cave  is 
a  pretty  br<M>k,  which,  after  a  ftiort  courfc,  lofcs  tifelf  among 
the  rockf.  Beyond  this  brook  is  an  outlet  from  the  cave  by  « 
very  narrow  aperture.  Through  this  the  vapours  co»  iually 
pafs  outwards  with  a  ftrong  current  of  air  and  afcend,  refem!- 
bling  at  night  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace.  Part  of  tliele  vapours 
and  fogs  appear,  on  afcending,  to  be  tonde'nfed  at  the  head  of 
this  great  alembic,  and  the  more  volatile  parts  to  be  carried  off 
through  the  aperture  communicating  with  the  exterior  air  be- 
fore-mentioned, by  the  force  of  the  air  in  its  paffngc. 

On  a  high  hill,  near  the  Tyoga  river,  a  little  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  line  which  divides  New-York  fjom  Pcjinrylvania, 
are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  fortification.  The  forth  of  it  is 
circular,  and  it  is  cncompafl'ed  with  an  entrenchment  ;  the  en- 
trenchment only  remains.  The  Indians  arc  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  origin  of  thefe  works.  The  hill  is  an  excellent  fituatioif 
for  a  fort,  and  commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  country 
around  it,  which  is  low  and  fertile.  There  is  a  fortiflcation  of 
a  fimilar  kind  at  Unadilla,  in  the  flat  lands,  and  they  are  num<;r 
reus  in  the  wedcrn  counties. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  TRADE,  MANUFACTURES,  &c. 

The  foil  of  Pennfylvania  is  of  v'arious  kinrts  ;  in  fome  ports  it 
is  barren  :  a  great  proportion  of  the  State  is,  however,  good 
land,  and  no  inconfiderable  part  is  very  good  ;  perhaps  the  pro- 
portion of  the  firft  rate  land  is  not  greater  in  any  of  the  United 
States.  The  richcft  part  of  the  State  that  is  fettled  is  Lancafter 
county,  and  the  valley  through  Cambcrhnd,  York,  and  Franklin, 
The  richeft  that  is  unfettlcd,  is  between  Allegany  river  and  lake 
Erie,  in  the  north-weft  corner  of  the  State,  and  in  the  country 
on  the  heads  of  the  eaftern  branches  of  the  Allegany.  Of  this 
fine  traft,  near  one  hundred  thoufan;!  acres,  lying  on,  and  near 
French  Creek,  are  for  fale  by  the  State.  The  convenient  com- 
munications through  this  creek  into  the  Allegany,  and  from  the 
Allegany  through  various  creeks  and  rivers  to  the  Sufquehannah 
and  Potomak,  have  already  been  mentioned. 

The  fouth  fide  of  Pennfylvania  is  the  heft  fettled  land  through- 
out, owing  entirely  to  the  circumftance  of  the  weftern  road 
having  been  run  by  the  armies,  prior  to  1762,  through  the 
towns  of  Lancafter,  Carlifle,  and  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Pitif- 
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burgh.  For  the  purpofe  of  turning  the  tide  of  fettler*  from  thii 
old  channel  into  the  unfettlcd  parts  of  the  State,  the  govern, 
ment  and  landed  intercd  of  Pcnnfylvania  have  been,  and  are 
ftill  bufy  in  cutting  convenient  rcids.  During  the  fummer  of 
1788  they  run  a  road  north,  from  a  former  road  beyond  Beth. 
Ichem,  to  the  north  portage  between  the  Delaware  and  Sufquc- 
hannah  ;  and  thence  north  eighty  degrees  weft  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Tyoga,  the  firfl  is  fevcnty  miles,  and  the  laft  above  fixty, 
It  is  now  in  contemplation  to  cut  a  road  from  Sunbury,  at  the 
forks  of  the  eaft  and  weft  bianchcs  of  the  Sufquchannah  ;  weft 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Toby's  creek,  which 
empties  into  the  Allegany  river  from  the  eaft.  This  road  will  be 
through  a  traft  of  rich  land,  now  for  fa!e  by  the  State,  A  road 
is  alio  cut  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tyoga,  fouthward,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Loyal,  a  branch  of  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquchannah, 
Another  road  is  cut  from  Huntingdon  town,  on  Franks'  town 
branch  of  the  Juniata,  weftward  thirty  milts  to  Conemagh,  a 
fiavigable  branch  of  the  Allegany. 

Thus  the  well-judged  policy  of  this  State  ia  paving  the  way 
for  the  fettlement  of  all  their  wafte  lands  ;  and  to  evidence  their 
benevolence,  and  their  wifties  to  have  the  advantages  of  edu- 
pation  incrcaCed  and  more  extenfively  enjoyed,  they  have  allotted 
fixty  thoufand  acres  of  thcfe  wafte  lands  for  the  ufe  of  public 
fchools ;  and  above  fixty  thoufmd  more  have  been  granted  for 
that  purpnlc,  and  to  the  focietios  cftabliftied  for  the  promotion 
of  knowledge,  the  arts,  religion,  <icc.  A  confiderable  part  of  the 
lands  of  this  State  remain  at  prcfeht  for  fale  by  the  public.  The 
PennCylvanians  having  no  difputes  with  the  Indians  about  boun, 
daries,  and  all  the  lands  within  the  State  being  purchafcd  at  a 
fair  and  open  treaty,  and  there  being  fome  fettlements  weftward 
jbf  the  Pcnnfylvania  line,  there  is  little  apprehenfion  of  the 
Indians  any  where,  and  in  moft  parts  of  the  State  no  danger  at  all. 

Among  the  natural  advantages  of  Pennl'yivania,  her  almoft 
innumerable  mill  feats  o»ght  not  to  be  omitted ;  they  are  con- 
veniently diftributcd  by  providence  throughout  the  State,  and 
afford  the  means  of  eftablifliing,  every  Ipecies  of  mill  work 
«nd  labour-faving  macliines,  to  meet  the  produce  and  raw 
materials  almoll  at  the  farmers  doors.  In  the  prefent  iituation 
of  this  country,  wanting  hands  for  fanning,  and  in  the  prcft-nt 
ftatc  of  manufaftures,  when  ingenious  mechanifm  is  every 
day  and  every  where  invented  to  Icffen  the  nccelHty  for  ma- 
nual labour,  this  natural  advantage  muft  appear  of  incftimnblc 
importance.  Hemp  and  flax  arc  among  the  mod  profitable  pro- 
du6lions  of  the  rlcli  midland  and  new  coupties,  the  cream  of  whkk 
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is  yet  to  be  fkimmed.  It  is  therefore  a  mod  plcahng  ft,  tlhtt 
they  have  in  this  State  the  fuli-lized  and  complete  nMkVMMMM* 
or  works  of  a  water  mill  and  machinery,  to  flivci  <'e  and 
fpin  (lax  and  hemp  into  threads  or  yarns,  fit  for  linen  of  thirty 
cuts  to  the  pound,  or  any  coarl'er  kind,  (hectings,  towelling,  fail 
duth,  olhaburghs,  twine,  and  the  drains  or  yarns  for  cordage* 
The  fame  machinery  is  calculated  for  the  roving  or  preparing* 
and  Ipinning  of  combed  wool  into  worded  yarn.  Thc^  have 
slfo  the  movements  and  complete  machinery  of  Sir  R.chard 
Arkwright's  witer  mill  for  Ipinning  yarns  of  cotton.  And 
though  the  climate  of  this  State  is  not  iil  for  cultivating  that  raw 
material,  yet  cotton  can  be  raifed  with  profit  in  every  State  in 
the  Union  fouthward  of  Pcnnfylvania,  ^nd  imported  from  the 
Ead  and  Wed  Indies. 

It  is  certain  that  this  extraordinary  capacity  of  the  country 
for  mechanical  works  has  either  called  forth,  in  an  unulual 
degree,  the  mechanical  powers  of  the  human  mind,  or  that 
Providence  has  bedowcd  upon  the  people  of  this  and  the  fider 
States  an  uncommon  portion  of  this  talent,  which  its  nature 
and  dtuatiou  require.  Rittenhousk  and  Franklin  dand 
unrivalled  in  mechanical  philofophy :  at>d  thofe  who"  know  the 
country  arc  well  informed,  that  to  thele  two  great  names  we 
could  add  a  confiderablc  lid  of  philofophical  and  praftical  me- 
chanics,  in  a  variety  of  branches. 

So  many  of  the  neccflary  and  convenient  arts  and  trades 
depend  upon  the  plenty  and  cheapnefs  oF  fuel,  that  it  appear* 
proper  to  take  notice  of  this  article.  Till  the  revolution,  the 
dependence  of  the  people  was  almod  entirely  upon  wood  fuel, 
of  which,  in  the  mod  populous  places,  there  is  dill  a  great 
abundance,  and  in  all  interior  fituations  immenfe  quantities ; 
but  the  increai'c  of  manufa6hires  has  occafioned  the  inhabitants 
to  turn  their  attention  to  coal :  of  this  uleful  fortil.  Providence 
has  given  them  very  great  quantities  in  the  middle  and  wedern 
country.  In  the  vicinity  of  Wyoming,  on  the  ol.  "^uehannah, 
is  one  bed  of  the  open  burning  kind,  and  of  the  mod  intenfe 
heat.  On  the  liead  waters  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  are  Tome 
conridciable  bodies.  At  the  hciid  of  the  wedern  branch  of 
Sulijuchanria]}  is  a  mod  cxtenfive  body,  which  dretches  over 
the  country  !"cuth-wcdwardly,  io  as  to  be  found  in  the  greated 
plenty  at  Pitliburgh,  where  the  Allcgnny  and,  Youghiogeny 
ututc.  and  form  the  head  of  the  Ohio.  Ail  the  coal  has  hither- 
to bc'CM  accidentally  found  on  the  lurface  of  the  earth,  or  difco- 
yered  iu  the  digging  of  common  cellars,  ib  that  when  the  wood 
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fuel   (hall  become  fcarce,  and  the  Eurnpian  methods  of  horlni 
fhtll  be  (kilfully  purfued,  there  can  be   no  doubt  of  its  bcin* 
found  in  many  other  places.     At  prel'ent,  the  balUfling   of  fhii  s 
from   coal   countries   abroad,    and  the  coal  mines  in  Virginia 
vhich  lie  convenient  to  fhip  navigation,  occalton  a  good  dal 
of  coal   to  be  brought  to  the   Philadelphia  market.     From    tliis 
great  abundance  and  variety  of  fuel  it  refults,  that  Penniylvania 
and  the  United  States  in   general,  are  well  fuited  to  all   manu- 
factories  that  are  effe£tcd  by   Bre,  luch  as   furnaces,  foundarics 
forges,   glafs-houCcs,    breweries,   dillilleries,    tied  works,   Imith 
(hops,  and  all  other  nianufa£lories   in  metal,  foap  boilings,  pot 
afh  works,  fugar  and  other  refineries,  &c.  &c. 

Ship  building  is  a  bufinels  in  which  the  port  of  Philadelphit 
exceeds  moH  parts  of  the  world.  Mads,  (pars,  timber,  and 
plank,  not  only  from  their  own  (late  and  the  other  States  on 
the  Delaware,  are  conftantly  for  falc  in  their  market ;  but  the 
mulberry  of  the  Chefapeak,  and  the  evergreen  or  live  oak  and 
red  cedar  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  are  fo  abundantly  im- 
ported, that  nine-tenths  of  their  veifcls  are  built  of  them.  No 
vclTcls  are  better  than  thefe.  A  live  oak  and  cedar  (hip  of  two 
hundred  tons,  carpenter's  meafuremcnt,  can  be  fitted  to  take  in 
a  cargo  for  fourteen  pounds  currency  per  ton  ;  and  there  is  not 
a  port  in  Europe  in  which  an  oak  Ihip  can  be  equally  well 
built  and  fitted  for  twenty  pounds  per  ton  currencc,  or  twelva 
pounds  ftcrling.  This  faft  may  appear  doubtful  or  extraordinary, 
but  it  is  certainly  true  ;  and  it  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  fliip 
carpenters  and  other  tradefmen  employed  in  fitting  and  building 
Ihips,  as  well  as  merchants  and  f^rtpers,  whole  ipterefls  are  lo 
much  connt-^lcd  with  navigation, 

The  did'ince  of  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  has  been  made  an 
objcflion  by  fame,  and  the  clofing  of  the  river  by  the  ice, 
which  happens  almoft  every  winter.  Amflcrdam,  the  greateft 
port  in  Europe,  is  inacceflible  in  winter.  But  it  is  a  faft> 
that,  notwithftanding  thcfe  objeftions,  their  veflels  make  as 
many  Weft- India  voyages  as  thole  of  the  two  other  pi^incipal  (ca 
porta  of  the  Middle  States;  and  though  the  river  is  frozen  from 
three  to  nine  weeks  almoft  every  winter,  yet  there  are  occafion. 
al  openings,  which  give  opportunittcs  for  fleets  of  merchantmen 
to  go  out  and  conic  in.  The  fine  corn  and  provifion  country 
which  lies  near  Philadclj-'  "  >  f  nables  the  merchants  to  load  their 
veflels  in  the  winter,  and  the  market  is  regularly  fupplcd  with 
flour,  pork,  beef,  lumbeiy  fl,aves,  iron,  and  many  other  of  their 
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principal  articlei  of  exportation.  Little  time  is  tlicrcfore  lofl, 
ind  their  trade  incrcalrs.  The  crop  of  17B1),  and  the  other 
exports  from  the  harveft  of  thut  year  to  that  of  1790,  it  was 
fuppofed,  Would  load  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  tons  of 
(hipping*  A  very  cxirnfivc  back  country,  and  many  large 
bodies  of  new  laiidH,  art  luttling  fall,  which  muft  lend  their 
produce  to  tlie  Philadelphia  in     k.et. 

The  piuduce,  manufu£lures,  and  exports  of  Pennfylvania 
arc  very  truii.y  and  various;  viz.  wheat,  flour,  iniddling8|  fhip 
fluff,  bran,  fhorts,  fhip  bread,  white  water  biicuit,  rye,  rye 
flour,  (led,  Indian  corn  or  mage,  Indian  meal,  buck>wheat» 
buck-wheat  mral,  bar  and  pig  iron,  nail  rods,  nails,  iron  hoopsi 
rolled  iron,  tir^,  gun-powder,  cannon  ball,  iron  cannon,  mul- 
qucts,  (hips,  boats,  oars,  handfpikes,  maAs,  fpars,  (hip  timber 
Ihip  blocks,  cordage,  Iquare  timber,  Irantling,  plank,  boards^ 
(laves,  heading,  (hinglcs,  wooden  hoops,  tanners  bark,  corn 
f»ns,  coo])ers  wares,  biicks,  coart'e  earthen  or  potters  ware, 
glue,  parchment,  (hoes,  boots,  fole  leather,  upper  leather* 
drelTed  deer  and  flicep  (kins,  and  gloves  and  garments  of  the 
fame,  (ine  hats,  many  common,  and  a  few  courfc ;  thread,  cot- 
ton, worfted  and  yarn  hofiery,  fine  writting,  wrapping,  blot- 
ting, Iheathing,  and  hanging  paper,  ftationary,  playing  cards^ 
copper,  filver  and  gold,  clocks  and  watches,  mufical  inflru- 
ments,  fnuif,  manufuflurcd  tobacco,  chocolate,  mudard  feed 
and  muflard,  (larch,  hair  powder,  flax  feed,  flax  feed  oil,  flax, 
hemp,  wool,  and  cotton  cards,  pickled  beef,  poik,  (had,  her- 
rings, tongues  and  (lurgcon,  bans  and  other  bacon,  tallow, 
hogs  lard,  butter,  chcefe,  candles,  foap,  bees-wax,  loaf  fugar» 
pot  and  peal  a(h,  rum  and  other  ftrong  liquors,  beer,  portor* 
hops,  winter  and  fummcr  barley,  oats,  fpclts,  onions,  potatoes, 
turnips,  cabbages,  carrots,  parluips,  red  and  white  clover,  ti- 
monthv,  and  moll  European  vegetables  and  grafl^es,  apples^ 
peaches,  plums,  pears,  apricots,  grapes,  both  native  and  import- 
ed, and  other  ICuropcan  fruits,  working  and  pleafurable  car- 
riages, horlcF,  black  cattle,  Ihfep,  hogs,  wood  for  cabinet- 
makers, lime-ftonc,  conl,   free-done,  and  marble. 

Some  of  thefe  prodwflions  are  fine,  fome  indifferent  ;  fome 
of  the  manuf;ifturcs  are  confiderable,  for  a  young  country, 
circuniftanced  as  this  lias  been,  fome  inconfidcrable  :  but  they 
arc  enumerated  to  fliow  the  general  nature  of  the  State,  and 
the  various  purfuits  of  the  inhabitants.  In  addition  to  them 
we  may  menlion,  that  a  lead  mine  and  two  or  three  fait  fprings 
have  been  dUcoveied  in  the  new  country;   which  will  no  doubt 
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be  worked,  as  foon  as  the  demand  for  thefe  articTcs  to  tlie 
vreftward  increafes.  We  ought  alfo  to  notice  the  great  forcfts 
for  making  pot  and  pearl  afh.  Marble  is  found  in  many  parts 
of  the  State. 

The  manufaftures  of  Pennfylvania  have  inCreafed  exceed- 
ingly  within  a  few  years,  as  well  by  maftcr  workmen  and  jour- 
neymen from  Europe,  as  by  the  increnfcd  fkill  and  induftiy 
of  their  own  citizens.  Houfehold  or  family  manufafturcs  have 
greatly  advanced,  and  valuable  acquifitions  have  been  made  of 
implements  and  machinery  to  favc  labour,  either  imported,  or 
invented  in  the  United  States.  The  hand  machines  for  carding 
and  fpinning  cotton  have  been  introduced  by  Europeans,  and 
improved  upon  ;  and  they  have  lately  obtained  the  water  mill 
for  flax,  which  is  applicable  alfo  to  fpinning  hemp  and  wool. 
Thefe  machines  promife  an  early  eftablifhment  of  the  cotton, 
linen,  and  hempen  branches,  and  muft  be  of  very  great  fervicc 
in  the  woollen  branch.  Additional  employment  for  weavers, 
dyers,  bleachers,  and  other  manufafturers,  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence.  Paper  mills,  gunpowder  mills,  fteel  works,  rolling 
and  flitting  mills,  printing  figured  goods  of  paper,  linen,  and 
cotton,  coach  making,  book  printing,  potterers,  and  feveral 
other  branches,  are  wonderfully  advanced,  and  every  month 
feems  to  extend  the  old  manufaftures,  or  to  introduce  new 
ones.  There  are  upwards  of  fifty  paper  mills  in  Pennfylvania 
which  work  materials  of  no  intrinfic  value.  The  manuf.i6lures 
from  the  mills  are  computed  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufard 
dollars.  The  hands  employed  in  them  do  not  exceed  three 
hundred.  It  is  calculated  that  their  paper  mills  alone  indemnify 
them  for  five-eights  of  their  quota  of  the  expenfes  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  and  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt. 

The  advancement  of  the  agriculture  of  Pennfylvania  is  tbe 
beft  proof  that  can  be  given  of  the  comfort  and  happincl's  it 
affords  to  its  farming,  manufjfturing,  and  trading  citizens.  Ii^ 
the  year  1786,  their  exports  of  flour  were  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  barrels,  exclufive  of  many  other  articles  ;  in  17B7. 
they  were  two  hundred  two  thoufand  barrels;  in  1788,  thcy 
were  two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  barrels ;  and  in  1789, 
they  were  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  eighteen  barrels,  which  exceeds  any  export  ever  made 
in  the  times  of  the  province  or  in  the  times  of  the  common- 
wealth. Since  that  period  they  have  increafed  in  a  like  pro- 
portion.  The  produce  of  flax  is  increafed  in  a  much  greater 
degree,  and  that  of  wool  is  confiderably  more  than  it  was  before 
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the  revolution.  A  new  article  is  likely  to  be  added  to  the  lifl 
of  their  produftions,  which  is  fugar,  made  of  th<:  maple-tree. 
It  has  been  proved  by  many  fair  and  careful  experiments,  tliat 
it  is  in  the  power  of  a  lubftantial  farmer  that  has  a  family  about 
him,  eafily  to  make  twelve  hundred  weight  of  this  fugar  every 
feafon,  without  hiring  any  additional  hands,  or  any  utenfils  but 
thofe  that  are  neceifary  for  his  fanruly  and.  farm  ufe.  The  time 
in  which  it  can  be  made  is  from  the  middle  of  February  to  the 
end  of  March,  when  farmers  in  this  country  have  very  little  to 
do,  as  it  is  too  early  to  plough  or  dig.  The  price  of  fugar 
being  lower  here  than  in  Europe,  this  article  may  be  reckoned 
at  one  hundred  Mexican  dollars  per  annum  to  every  careful  and 
(kilful  farmer,  that  owns  land  bearing  the  fugar  maple.  Of 
thcfe  there  are  fome  millions  of  acres  in  Pennfylvania  and  the 
adjacent  States,  and  at  Icafl  one  or  two  millions  belonging  to  this 
State  for  fale.  It  Icems  alfo  highly  probable  that  this  valuable 
tree  may  be  tranfplanted,  and  thus  be  obtained  by  almod  any 
farmer  in  the  State,  and  that  men  of  property,  who  will  pur- 
chafe  kettles  and  hire  hands  for  the  above  (hort  period,  may 
make  large  quantities.  * 

No  difficulty  lies  in  the  way  of  any  perfon  who  defires  to 
become  a  free  and  equal  citizen  of  this  State.  On  the  day  of 
his  landing  he  may  buy  a  farm,  a  houfe,  merchandize,  or  raw 
materials ;  he  may  open  a  work-fhop,  a  counting-houfe,  an  office, 
or  any  other  place  of  lawful  bufincfs,  and  puri'ue  his  calling  with- 
out any  hindrance,  or  the  payment  of  any  fum  of  money  to  the 
public.  The  right  of  elcfting,  and  being  clefted,  which  does  not 
afFe£t  his  bufineU  or  his  fafety,  is  not  granted  till  the  expiration 
of  two  years,  which  prudence  requires. 

A  privilege,  almoft  peculiar  to  this  State,  has  beeri  granted  to 
foreigners  by  the  legiflature ;  that  of  buying  and  holding  lands 
and  houfes  within  this  Commonwealth,  without  rclinquifliing 
their  allegiance  to  the  country  in  which  they  were  born,  or 
changing  their  refidence.  They  can  fell  or  bequeath  the  lands, 
receive  the  rents,  and,  in  fhort,  have  every  territorial  and 
pecuniary  right  that  a  natural-born  Pennfylvanian  has ;  but  no 
civjl  rights.  As  they  profefs  to  owe  allegiance  to  a  foreign  prince 
or  government,  and  refide  in  a  foreign  country,  where  they  of 
courfe  have  civil  rights,  they  cannot  claim,  nor  ought  they  to 
defire  them  here,  fince  no  man  can  ferve  two  maflers.  If  they 
chufe,  at  any  time  after  purchafe,  to  fettle  in  this  country  and 
make  themfelvcs  citizens  ;  or  if  they  chufe  to  give  their  eftate 
to  a  child,  or  other  perfon,  who  will  do  fo,  either  of  them  may 
become  citizens  to  all  intents  and  purpol'es. 
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SMch  is  the  prcfent  fttuation  of  things  in  Pennfylvania,  which 
is  more  or  Icfs  the  {'ame  in  fcveral  other  of  the  American 
States,  viz.  Diftrifl  of  Maine,  New- Hamplhire,  Vermont,  New- 
York,  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  ?nd  Georgia  ;  but  though  not 
fo  in  the  reft,  the  principal  difference  is  that  they  are  fo  fully 
peopled,  that  there  are  few  new  lands  of  any  value  unfold,  and 
farming  lands,  that  are  improved,  are  of  courie  dearer.  In  thofe 
States,  however,  agriculture,  commerce,  manufa£lures,  the  filhc- 
ries,  and  navigation,  alford  comfortable  iubfidence  and  ample 
rewards  of  profit  to  the  indudrious  and  Avell-difpofedj  amidfl  the 
blefllngs  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

CIVIL   DIVISIONS; 

PcnnfylvanJa  is  divided  into  twenty-two  counties,  which, 
tvith  their  county  town,  fituation,  &c.  are  mentioned  in  the 
following  table,  as  alio  the  vaiious  kinds  of  mines  and  minerals 
in  the  State  :. 


Counties. 

Chief  Towns. 

Sliuation. 

Settle. 
All 

Mines,  &c. 

li.tli'delphia 

Philadelphia 

on  Dclawa.  R. 

Chefter 

WeftChcfter 

ditto 

All 

Iron  ore 

Delaware 

Chefler 

ditto 

All 

lUicks 

Mcwtown 

ditto 

All 

Iron  ore  &  lead 

Montgomery 

Norriftown 

on  Schuylk.  R. 

All 

Iron  ore 

Lancaller 

Lancafter 

on  Sufquch.  R. 

All 

Iron  ore  &  cop. 

Dauphin 

Harifburgh 

ditto 

1 

4 

Iron  ore 

Berks 

(leading 

on  Schuylk.  R. 

1 

I.ore,co.mi.&c 

Northampton 

E 1  fton 

on  Delawa.  R. 

i 

Iron  ore 

Luzerne 

Wilkfburgh 

<m  Sulqueh.  R. 

i 

I.ore,co.mi.&c 

York 

York 

ditto 

I 

Iron  ore 

Cumberland 

Carlifle 

ditto 

3 

I.ore&leadmi. 

Northumberland 

Sunbury 

on  w.  bran.  Su. 

*    I 

I.  ore, fait  fp. 

Franklin 

Chamberfton 

onSuCqueh.  R. 

1    ^^ 

i. 

A, 

Iron  ore 

Bedford 

Bcuford 

on  Juniata  R. 

I 

Ironmines,&c. 

Huntington 

HuntJngton 

ditto 

i 

A. 

Coal  &  lead  mi. 

Mifflin 

Lewifburgh 

ditto 

\ 
1 

A 

Iron  ore 

Weftmorland 

Greenfburgh 

on  Allegan.  R. 

Coal  mines 

Fayette 

Union 

on  Monoi.ga. 

X 

Coal  &  iron  mi. 

Wafhington 

Wafhinglon 

S.W.  cor.  State 

ditto,         ditto 

Allegany 

Pittlburgh 

on  Allegany  R. 

ditto,         ditto 

•  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  State  arc  in  this  county 
(Nocthumberliind)  to  the  amount  of  ei^t  million*  of  acre». 
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PHILADRLrillAj 


The  city  of  Philadelphia,  capital  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  the  prefent  feat  of  government  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  lies  in  latitude  39^  56'  north,  and  longitude  75**  8' 
^5"  weft  from  Greenwich,  upon  the  wcftern  bank  of  the  river 
Delaware,  which  is  here  but  a  mile  in  breadth,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  from  the  Atlantic  ocea",  by  the  courfe  of  the 
bay  and  river,  about  fifty-five  miles  from  the  iea,  in  a  fouth<- 
eaftward  dirediion. 

It  was  laid  out  by  William  Pcnn,  the  firft  proprietary  and 
founder  of  the  province,  i  the  year  1683,  and  fettled  by  a  co- 
lony from  England,  which  arrived  in  that  and  th«  preceding 
years,  and  was  increafed  by  a  conflant  and  regular  influx  of  fo- 
reigners, to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  in  lefs  than  a  century,  and 
within  the  life-time  of  the  firft  perfon  born  within  it  of  Euro- 
pean parents,  it  was  computed  to  contain  fix  thoufand  houfes 
and  forty  thoufand  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  fuburbs. 

The  ground  plot  of  the  city  is  an  oblong  ftjuare,  about  one 
mile  north  and  fouth,  and  two  miles  eaft  and  weft,  lying  in  the 
narroweft  part  of  the  ifthmus  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuyl- 
kill rivers,  about  five  miles  in  a  right  line  above  their  conflu- 
ence. The  plain  is  fo  nearly  level,  except  upon  the  bank  of 
the  Delaware,  that  art  and  labour  were  necefTary  to  dig  common 
fcwers  and  watercourfes  in  many  places  to  drain  the  ftrcets.  In 
the  beginning  of  this  fettlement  it  was  expefted,  that  the  fronts 
on  both  rivers  would  be  firft  improved  for  the  convenience  of 
trade  and  navigation,  and  that  Uie  buildings  would  extend  gra*- 
dually  in  the  rear  of  each,  until  they  would  meet  and  form  one 
town  extending  from  eaft  to  weft ;  but  experience  loon  con=- 
vinced  the  fettlers  that  the  Delaware  front  ^vras  alone  fufEcicnt 
for  quays  and  landing  places,  and  that  the  Schuylkill  lay  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  form  part  of  the  town  on  its  banks  ;  whence 
it  followed  that  the  town  increafed  northward  and  fouthward  of 
the  original  plot,  on  the  Delaware  front,  and  now  occupies  a 
fpace  near  three  miles  in  length,  north  and  fouth,  while  the 
buildings  in  the  middle,  where  they  are  moft  extended,  do  not 
reach  a  mile  from  the  Delaware. 

The  city  has  been  twice  incorporated,  and  the  limits  thereof 
^cftrained   to   the  oblong   originally  laid  out  by  William  Pcnn, 
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without  including  the  northern  or  fouthern  fuburbs.  This  plot 
is  intcrfefted  by  a  number  of  ftreets  at  right  angles  with  each 
other,  nine  of  which  run  eaft  and  weft  from  Delaware  to 
Sciiuylkill,  and  twenty-three  north  and  fouth,  croffing  the  firft 
at  right  angels,  forming  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  fquares  of 
lots  for  buildings.  The  ftreets  running  eaft  and  weft  are 
named,  except  High  ftreet,  near  the  middle  of  the  city,  from  the 
trees  found  in  the  country  upon  the  arrival  of  the  colony ; 
Vine,  Saflafras,  Mulberry,  High,  Chefnut,  Walnut,  Spruce,  Pine, 
and  Cedar  ftreets,  and  thol'e  running  north  and  fouth  froni  their 
numeral  order,  front,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  &c.  to  Broad 
Afreet,  which  is  midway  between  the  two  rivers.  In  deeds, 
and  other  dcfcriptive  writings,  which  require  cxaftnefs,  theCe 
ftreets  have  the  Delaware  or  Schuylkill  prefixed  to  their  nume- 
ral names,  to  diftinguifli  to  which  front  they  belong ;  as  Dela- 
ware Second  ftreet,  &c.  but  aa  there  are  very  few  byjlding  weft- 
vard  of  Broad  ftreet,  this  addition  is  never  made  in  common 
converfation,  but  when  they  arc  named  they  are  under ftood  of 
the  Delaware  front,  unlefs  Schuylkill  be  added. 

Of  thefe,  High  ftreet  is  one  hundred  feet,  Broad  ftreet  one 
hundred  and  thirteen,  Mulberry  fixty,  and  all  the  others  fifty 
feet  wide.  Within  the  improved  parts  of  the  city  they  are 
paved  in  the  middle  with  pebble  ftones  for  carts  and  carriages, 
■\vhich  ufually  contain  thrce-fihhs  of  the  whole  breadth,  and  on 
?ach  fide  with  bricks  for  foot  paflengers;  between  the  brick 
and  ftonc  pavements  arc  gutters,  paved  with  bricjt,  to  carry  off 
the  water,  and  the  foot  ways  are  defended  from  the  approach  of 
carriages  by  rows  of  pofts  placed  without  the  gutters,  at  the 
^iftance  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  each  other. 

Belides  the  forementioned  ftreets,  there  are  many  others  no|; 
r  originally  laid  down  in  the  plot,  the  moft  public  of  which  are 
Water  ftreet  and  Dock  ftr«et.  Water  ftreet  is  thirty  feet  wide, 
running  below  the  bank,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  forty  feet  eaf);- 
ward  from  and  parallel  to  Front  ftreet,  «xtending  from  the 
porth  line  of  the  city  fouthward  to  the  bridge  over  the  dock, 
which  was  formerly  a  draw  bridge,  and  retains  that  name  in  com- 
mon ufc,  although  it  was  converted  into  a  ftone  a^ch  above  thirty 
years  iince  ;  from  the  bridge  it  is  forty  feet  wide  in  a  right  line 
to  Pine  ftreet,  and  leaves  a  row  of  houfcs  without  yards,  on  the 
bank,  in  its  whole  length,  between  it  and  Front  ftreet ;  fouth- 
ward of  Pine  ftreet,  there  is  an  offset  of  about  eighty  feet  eaft- 
ward,  and  the  ftreet  from  thence  to  Cedar  ftreet  is  forty-five 
feet  wide,  and  called  Penn  ftreet.  This  ftreet,  in  the  originaj. 
plan,   was  intended  only   fur   a  cart   way  to  accommodate   th(^ 
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whiffs  and  {lores  to  be  ere£led  under  the  bank,  and  not  to  rif« 
more  than  four  feet  above  it,  fo  as  to  leave  the  river  open  tp 
the  view  from  the  weft  fxde  of  Front  ftreet ;  but  the  inhabitant* 
were  foon  convinced  that  the  ground,  on  both  ftreets,  was  too 
valuable  to  be  kept  unimproved,  in  any  degree,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  a  profpefb,  and  it  is  clolely  built  with  lofty  houfes, 
except  »  very  few  vacancies  here  and  there,  throughout  the 
whole  front  on  both  fide?,  and  commodious  wharfs  are  extended 
into  the  river,  at  which  the  largeft  fhips  that  ufc  the  port,  can 
lie  in  fafety  to  difcharge  and  receive  their  cargoes,  and  arc 
defended  from  the  ice  in  winter  by  the  piers,  made  of  logs  ex- 
tending into  the  river,  funk  with  (lone  and  filled  with  earth,  fo 
as  to  be  equally  firm  with  the  main  land. 

Dock  ftreet  is  the  only  crooked  ftreet  in  the  city ;  begin. 
ning  at  the  bridge  in  Front  ftreet,  and  extending  north-weftward 
in  a  ferpentine  tra£l  through  two  fquares,  acrofs  Second  and 
Walnut  ftreets^  and  tcrn\inate$  at  Third  ftreet;  another  branch 
of  it  extends  fouth-weftwar^  acrofs  Spruce  ftreet,  and  termi- 
nates at  Second  ftreet.  The  ground  occupied  by  this  ftreet* 
and  by  an  open  fpacc  between  it  and  $pruce  ftreet,  below  the 
bridge,  was  formerly  a  fwamp,  and  was  given  by  William  Penn 
to  the  corporation  for  the  ufe  of  the  city  ;  it  was  intended 
as  a  place  to  dig  a  bafon  and  <^ocks  to  fhelter  the  ftiipping,  but 
experience  proved  that  ftiips  could  be  defended  from  the  ice 
by  the  picjrs  extended  into  the  river,  and  that  the  dock  could 
not  be  kept  clean  but  at  an  expenfe  far  beyond  its  utility,  where- 
fore it  was  neglcfted  till  it  became  a  nuifance  offenfive  to  tb® 
fmell  and  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  by 
an  aft  of  Affembly,  ordered  to  be  arched  over  and  covered 
with  earth,  whereby  the  city  acquired  a  beautiful  ftreet  more 
than  one  hundred  feet  in  breadth  towards  the  water  and  not 
Itfs  than  ninety  feet  in  the  narroweft  part. 

The  number  of  the  ftreets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  laid  out  by 
the  owners  of  the  lots  before  they  were  built  on,  is  too  great 
to  be  enumerated  here,  there  being  fcarce  a  fquare  that  is  not 
interfcfted  by  one  or  more  of  them,  fome  of  them  continued 
in  a  right  line  through  feveral  fquares,  and  fo  fpacious  as  to  be 
eafily  miftaken  for  main  ftreets,  others  only  through  orxc 
fquare. 

The  city  was  firft  incorporated  by  charter  under  the  great 
feal  of  the  province,  in  the  year  inoi  ;  before  that  period  it 
was  called  the  town  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  charter  William 
Penn  nominated  the   firfl;  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  com- 
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tend    franchifes,    (hat   of  ekAirvg   others   to   fupply    vacancies, 
and    even    to   increafe    their   own  number   at    plcafure.      The 
public  grounds  were  granted  to  them  by  the  name  of  the  mayor 
and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  the  commonahy 
had  no  Ihare  in  t*.e  government  or  eflate  of  the  city,  the  whole 
body  being  .relf-ele£live,  and  not  accountable  to  the  citizens  in 
any  rerpe£l.     It   would  be  difEcult  to  accoant  for  i'o  extraordi- 
nary  a   charter  from  the   wildom   of   William    Penn,    did  not 
tradition    inform  us,  that  among  the  firft  fettlers  were  a  conG. 
derable  number  from   the    city    of  Briftol    in    England,  whofe 
charter,  granted  at   an   early   period,    before  the  rights  of  the 
commonalty  were  well   undcrftood,    had   been    familiarized  by 
habit,  which  induced  them  to  retjued  a  fimilar  one ;  a  copy  of 
the  firiflol  charter   was  accordingly  procured,  and  with  littli' 
variation  adopted.     It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  com- 
monalty began  to  be  diflatisfied  with   it,  and  to  make  frequent 
comj^  Hints  to  the  Aflembly,   of  the  abufes  that^^were   prafliicd 
under  it ;  many  of  which  appear  ypon  the  minutes  of  the  houfe* 
At  an    early  period  after  the  charter,  the  legiflative  powers  of 
this  corporation   were   very   limited;    they  could  nbt    levy  a 
fhilling  by  taxes  for  any   ufe  whatever,  and  could  employ  the 
income  of  the  city  eftates  only  for  the  ufe  and  embellilhment  of 
the  city ;  wherefore  we  fee  few  iponqments  raifed  to  prefervc 
the  memory  of  that  corporation.     Although  the  firfl  men  for 
integrity  and  abilities  to  be  found   in  the  city  were  ele£led  into 
the  office  of  the  body  politic,  yet  fpch  is  the  nature  of  unlimited 
power,  not   accountable   to    the  people,  thaf  it   vill  divert  the 
bell  men  from  purpofes,  which,  before  they  wcxfi  invefted  with 
the  power,  they  would  have  highly  approved.     The  jcaloufy 
which  the  citizens  entertained  of  the  corporation   pervaded  the 
General    Aflembly   of  the    province,    and   when    the   lighting, 
watching,  and   paving  the  city  became   a   defnable  object,  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  would  not  entruft  the  corporatiop 
alone  with  the  poWer  of  raifing   or  expending  the  iiioney  necef- 
fary  for  thefe  purpofes ;  they   could   not,  however,  caft  fuch  a 
reflc£lion  on  the   refpeftable  charafters  of  which  that  body  was 
compoCed,  as  wholly  to  veft  thefe  powers  with    others  ;  they 
purfued  a   middle   I'ne,  and  condituted   two  feparate  bodies  by. 
the  names  of  city  wardens  and  ftreet   commiffioners,  to  the  for. 
mcr  of  whom  the   lighting  and    watching,  and  to  the  latter  the 
paving  of  the  flreets,  was  committed ;  the  mayor,  or  recorder, 
and  four  of  the  aldermen  concurring  with  each  body  in  laying 
the   taxes  and  prefcribing   the  mode  of  expending  them  ;  thus 
the  city  legiflation  for  thcl'e  purpofes  became  compounded  of  two 
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branches,  the  wardens  and  commiflloners  immediately  ele£led 
by  the  people,  in  the  fame  manner  as  their  reprefentatives  ia 
AiTembly,  ronflituted  the  democratic,  and  the  mayor  and  alder, 
men  the  aridocratic  branch.  Thefe  bodies,  thus  compounded 
(•ondu£ied  the  bufinefs  committed  to  them  with  great  harmony, 
nor  is  there  the  leafl  recoUeftion  of  any  difagreement  between 
them ;  the  taxes  were  laid  with  equality,  coUefled  with  mo. 
deration,  and  expended  for  the  real  ufe  and  improvement,  of 
the  city ;  one  complaint  only  had  foundation,  which  arofe 
from  the  nature  rather  than  from  any  abufe  of  the  powers : 
the  number  of  wardens  and  ftreet  commiflloners  was  fo 
great,  as  at  very  moderate  wages  to  render  thofe  boards  too 
cxpenfive. 

For  the  honour  of  the  late  corporation  it  oug^t  not  to  be 
omitted,  that  the  mayor's  court  was  always  filled  with  an  able 
lawyer  for  the  recorder,  and  another  for  the  profecution  of 
criminal  ofFenfeS ;  and  fuch  was  the  orderly  and  upright  admi. 
niftration  of  juftice  in  it,  that  no  court  in  the  province,  or  per- 
haps in  any  other  country  exceeded  it. 

The  prejudices  under  which  the  old  corporation  laboured 
from  its  original  conflitution,  were  fo  ftrong,  that  upon  the 
revolution,  the  General  Aflembly  declared,  by  an  aft  pafled  dur- 
ing the  firft  feflion,  "  That  the  powers  and  jurifdiftion  hitherto 
exercifed  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  were  not  founded  on  the  authority  of  the  people^ 
and  ate  therefore  become  null  and  void."  ■Wherefore,  by  that 
and  fevcral  fubfequent  afts,  the  powers  of  the  corporation  were 
diftributed  between  the  fupreme  executive  council,  the  city 
tnagiftrates,  and  the  wardens  and  ftreet  commiflloners,  who 
exercifed  them  from  the  year  1777,  to  1789,  The  prejudices) 
which  had  no  foundation  as  againft  corporations,  in  general,  but 
only  againfl:  the  conflitution  of  the  late  corporation  of  the  city, 
were  however  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  people 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  to  a  new  incorporation  of 
the  city.  The  defefts  in  the  adminiftration  of- juftice  and 
gf  verning  the  police  of  the  city  at  length  becamr  fo  glaring, 
that  they  were  fecn  by  all  clafTes  of  people,  and  their  minds 
.prepared  for  an  aft  of  incorporation.  The  General  Aflembly, 
in  the  winter  feflions  of  1789,  favouring  the  wifties  of  the 
citizens,  pafled  an  aft,  intitled,  An  Aft  to  incorporate  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  which,  with  a  fupplement  pafled  in  1790, 
conflitutes  tho  pi^fent  city  charter. 


i 


4i6 


Gt^f^RAL  D£SCRIPT10N 


By  thefe  a^s  the  common  council  confifka  of  two  branches- 
fifteen  aldermen  arc  chofen  by  the  freeholders  to  continue  in 
in  office  for  feven  years ;  they  chufe  a  recorder  from  the  citi- 
zens  at  large  for  feven  years,  and  a  mayor  from  their  own  num- 
ber for  one  year.  Thirty  common  councilmcn  are  chofen  bv 
the  citizens  at  large,  entitled  to  vote  for  reprcfentatives  in 
Aflembly,  to  continue  in  office  for  three  years  ;  thefe  were  in- 
tended to  form  a  balanced  government,  upon  the  princij^ile  that 
the  choice  by  freeholders,  and  for  a  longer  term,  would  produce 
a  more  felcft  body  of  aldermen,  and  that   the  citizens  at   la 


^rm 
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would  chufe  charaftcrs  fitter  to  rcprefcnt  and  ft)rm  the  popular 
branch  of  city  government.  Eight  aldermen  and  ft x teen  com- 
mon councilmen  form  a  quorum  or  board  to  tranr.i8:  hufmei's, 
at  which  the  mayor  or  recorder  prefides ;  they  lit  and  deliberate 
together,  but  no  aft  is  legal,  unlefs  a  majority  tjf  the  aldermen 
a  majority  of  the  common  councilmcn  prcfeht,  and  the  mayor  or 
recorder,    concur. 

There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  world  a  more  liberal  plan  of  city 
government  :  every  clafs  of  citizens  have  an  opportunity  of 
reprefenting  and  being  reprefentcd.  The  body  is  fufficiently 
numerous  to  contain  i'ome  of  every  defcription,  and  of  every 
fpecies  of  talents  and  information  neceflary  for  deliberation  and 
execution,  and  yet  not  fo  large  as  to  be  incumbered  with  its 
own  weight ;  it  poffeffes  the  powers  of  legiflation  and  taxation 
in  all  cafes  neceflary  for  the  well-governing  and  improving  the 
city,  except  in  contradiftion  to  afts  of  the  General  Affembly. 
and  from  the  many  improvements  already  introduced,  there  is 
reafon  to  hope  that  its  police  will  be  equal  to  that  of  any 
modern  city. 

*    A  city  court  is  held   by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen 
four  times  in  a   year,  and   holds  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and 
^mifdemeanors  committed  within  the  city. 

A  court  of  aldermen,  having  cognizance  of  debts  above  forty 
(hillings,  and  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  is  held  every  week, 
beginning   on    Monday  morning,   and  fitting   by  adjournmen^ts . 
until  the  bufinefs  of  the  week  is  finilhed. 

Each  alderman  has  feparate  cognizance  of  debts  under  forty 
drillings. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  city  and  fuburbs,  in- 
cluding the  didrift  of  Southwark  and  the  compaftly  built  part 
of  the  Northern  liberties,  which,  to  every  purpofe  but  as  to 
their  government,  are  confidered  as  parts  of  the  city,  was 
found  by  the  late  cenfus  to  be  forty-two  thoufand  five  hundred 
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and  twenty,  and  the  number  of  houfss  fix  titoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty  one,  and  (lores  or  wdik-fhops  four  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

The    houfes    for    public  worfhip  arc  numerous,    and  are    ai 
follows  : 

The  Friends  or  Quakers,  have  5*  The  Swedifh  Lutherans, 
The  Prefljyterians  and  ^   .c-       The  Moravians, 


ders, 
The  Epifcopalians, 
The  German  Lutherans, 
The  German  Calvinifls, 
The  Catholics, 


1  + 

t 

1 

1 

X 

t  . 


6  The  Baptias, 

3  The  Univerfal  Baptifts, 

2  The  Methodifts, 

1  The  Jews, 

4 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city,  befides  the  univerfity 
and  college,  are  the  following  :       ' 
A  fta^  houfe  and  offices.  Two  incorporated  banks^ 

Two  city  court  houfes,  A  houfe  of  corrcfftion^ 

A  county  court  houfe,  A  dramatic  theatre, 

A  carpenters  hall,  A  public  obfervatory, 

A  philofophical  fociety's  hall,  A  medical  theatre  and  elaboratory, 
A  difpenfary,  Three  brick  market  houfes, 

Hofpitals,  and  offices,  A  fifh  market, 

An  alms  houfe,  A  public  gaol,  &c. 

The  ftate  houfe  is  in  Cliefnut  ftreet,  between  Fifth  and 
Sixth  ftreets,  and  was  ercfted  as  early  as  1735.  The  building; 
is  rather  magnificent  than  elegant,  but  when  it  is  remembered 
that  it  was  built  within  fifty-three  years  after  the  firft  Euro- 
pean cabin  was  erefted  in  Pennfylvania,  its  architefture  is  juftly 
admired.  The  ftate  houfe  yard  is  a  neat,  elegant,'  and  i'pacious 
public  walk,  ornamented  with  rows  of  trees ;  but  a  high  brick 
wall,  which  enclofes  it,  limits  the  profpeft. 

In  1787,  an  elegant  court  houfe  was  erefted  on  the  left  of 
the  flate  houfe  ;  and  on  the  right,  the  town  hall  or  new  court 
houfe,  and  a  philolophicat  hall.  Thefe  add  much  t<^  the  beauty 
©f  the  fquarcrf 

South  of  the  ftate  houfe  is  the  public  gaol,  built  of  Hone.  It 
has  a  ground  half  ftory,  and  two  (lories  above  it.  Every  apart- 
ment is  arched  with  (lone  againft  fire  and  force.  It  is  a  hol- 
low  fq^uare,  one  hundred  feet  in  front,,  and  is  the  neateft  and 

*  One  of  thefe  houfes  is  for  thofe  Quakers  who  took  up  *rms  in  defence  of 
their  country  in  the  late  war,  contrary  to  the  cftablifhed  principles  of  the 
friends.     They  call  themfe'lves  Free  Quakers. ' 

f  This  is  the  oldeft  churcli  in  or  near  the  city,  and  has  lately  been  annexed 
to  the  Epifcopalian  ordex,. 
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Jnoft  fecure  building  of  the  kind  in  America,  To  llie  gaol  i« 
annexed  a  worlt  houie,  with  yards  to  each,  to  fcparatc  tlie 
fexes,  and  criminals  from  debtors.  There  have  lately  been  ad- 
ded apartments  in  the  yards  for  folitary  confinement  of  criminals 
according  to  the  new  penal  code.  Of  four  thoufand  and  fixty 
debtors,  and  four  thoufand  criminals,  in  the  whole  eight  thou- 
fand and  fixty  who  were  conHncd  in  this  new  gaol,  between  the 
28th  of  September,  1780,  and  the  fifth  of  September,  179c, 
twelve  only  died  a  natural  death  in  the  gaol. 

The  holpitai  and  poor  houfe,  in  which  are  upwards  of 
three  hundred  poor  people,  whether  wc  confidcr  the  build- 
ings, or  the  defigns  for  which  they  were  cicftedy  are  unrivalled 
iu  America. 

The  German  church,  lately  erefted,  and  foon  after  burtif 
down*  was  one  of  the  moil  elegant  churches  in  America.,  Mr. 
D.  Taneberger,  one  of  the  united  brethren's  focicty  at  Li>iz,  2 
great  mechanical  genius^  completed  and  ereCled  a  large  organ 
for  tfiis  church. 

The  market  houfe  in  High  ftrect  is  aeknowJeged  by  Euro- 
peans to  exceed  any  thing  they  have  feen  of  the  kind  ;  it  is  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  in  tLe  extent,  neat- 
iiefs,  variety  and  abundance  of  provifions,  is  not  equalled  in 
America.  There  are  two  others  at  different  parts  of  the  city, 
which  do  honour  to  the  citizens  and  their  police. 

The  city  is  provided  with  a  number  of  public  and  private 
«haritabk  inftitutions  ;  the  principal  of  which  are,  the  houfe  of 
employment,  aiargc  commodious  building,  where  the  poor  of  the 
city  and  fome  adjoining,  townfhips  are  iupported  and  employed 
in  coarfe  manufaftures  to  aid  in  defraying  their  expenfes,  under 
the  care  of  the  overieers  and  guardians  uf  the  poor,  who  area 
corporate  body  created  for  this  purpofe  by  aft  of  Affembly,  with 
power  to  by  taxes  for  its  farther  fupport. 

The  Pennfylvania  hofpital. 

The  Quakers'  alms  houfe  is  fupported  by  that  ft>clety  for  the 
ufe  of  their  own  poor  ^  it  is  divided  into  a  number  of  feparate 
houfes  and  rooms  fov  families  or  fiugle  perfons  who  have  fallen 
into  decay;  moft  of  them  contribute  by  their  induflry  towards 
their  own  fupport,.  but  arc  fupulicd  with  whatever  their  in- 
duftry  falls  ftiort  of  procuring,  by  a  committee  of  the  focicty^ 
and  live  more  'comfortably  than  many  who  in  fiill  health,  and 
unhurt  by  accident,  provide  for  their  own  lubliftenre  ;  there 
is  a  confiderable  g;irden  belonging   to  this  houie,  from   which 


*  A  libefal  fubfcription  was  fct  on  foot  iinmediatrly  after   the  ftre,  to  rc- 
Ibuild  a  church  un  the  fume  fpot. 
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%hc  city  is  fupplied,  at  very  moderdtc  prices,  with  every  kind 
of  medicinal  herbs  common  to  the  climate. 

The  hofpital  for  lunatics  is  a  fine  elegant  building,  and  well 
Jccpt  ;  it  has  a  library,  in  which  there  is  an  elegant  bud  uf 
J<Vanklin.  The  hall  on  the  lird  flour  is  appropriated  to  fic^ 
men,  and  the  fecond  floor  to  women.  The  lunatics  have  each 
a  cell  furnifhed  with  a  bed  and  table,  and  a  (love  for  the  con- 
veniency  or  warming  the  cell  in  winter.  Mofl  of  the  patients 
that  this  hofpital  has  received  have  been  the  vi^ims  of  religious 
melancholy,  or  difappointed  love. 

The  following  interefling  account  of  the  Quaker's  Hofpital, 
or  Bettering  Houfe,  at  it  is  properly  called,  is  eKtra8:ed  from 
Brissot's  Travels  in  the  United  States,  Letter  XI.  page  167. 
<*  This  hofpital  is  fituated  in  the  open  country,  in  one  of  thofc 
parts  of  the  original  plan  of  Philadelphia  not  yet  covered  with 
houfes ;  it  i£  conflru£led  of  bricks,  and  compofed  of  two  large 
buildings  ;  one  for  men,  and  the  other  for  women^  There  is 
a  reparation  in  the  court,  which  is  common  to  them.  This  infti- 
tution  has  fcveral  objefts;  they  receive  into  it  the  poor,  the  fick, 
orphans,  women  in  travail,  and  peribns  attacked  with  veneral 
dilcafes.  They  likewife  confine  here  vagabonds,  dilurderly  per- 
fons,  girls  of  fcandalous  lives. 

"  There  exifls,  then,  you  will  fay,  even  in  Philadelphia,  tliai 
<-!  (gufling  commerce  of  difeafes,  rather  than  of  pleafures,  which 
for  fo  long  a  lime  has  emppifoned  our  continent.  Yes,  my 
friend,  two  or  three  of  the  moft  confiderable  maritime  towns  of 
the  new  continent  are  afflifted  by  this  leprol'y.  It  was  almofl 
unknown  before  the  revolution  ;  but  the  abode  of  foreign  armies 
has  naturalized  it,  and  it  is  one  of  thofe  fcourges  for  which  the 
free  Americans  are  indebted  to  us.  But  this  trafHc  is  not  car- 
ried on  fo  fcandaloufly  as  at  Paris  or  Lotidon.  It  is  rcftramcd, 
it  is  held  in  contempt,  and  almoft  imperceptible.  I  ought  to  la ,-, 
to  the  honour  of  the  Americans,  that  it  is  nourilhed  only  by 
emigrants  and  European  travellers  ;  for  the  fandity  of  marriage 
is  ftill  univerfally  refpefted  in  America,  Young  people  marry^ 
ing  early,  and  without  obflacles,  are  not  tempted  to  go  and  dif- 
honour  and  empoifon  themfelves  in  places  of  proljitution. 

"  But,  to  finifh  my  account  of  this  hofpiul,  there  are  parti- 
cular halls  appropriated  to  each  clafs  of  poor,  and  to  each  Ipecies 
of  ficknels  ;  and  each  hall  has  its  fuperintendant.  This  inllitu- 
tion  was  rich  and  well  adminiflered  before  th#war.  The  greater 
part  of  the  adminiftrators   were  Quakers.     The  war  and  paper 
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xnoiioy  introduced  a  different  order  of  things.  The  Icgidaturc 
lelolvod  not  tn  admit  to  its  adminillration  any  pcrlons  but  fuch 
ail  hsd  taken  the  oatii  of  fi<leli»y  to  the  State.  The  Quakers 
were  hy  this  excluded,  and  the  management  of  it  fell  into 
h.ir.Us  iu>i  io  \>\Mv,  The  Ipirit  of  depredation  was  manifcft  in  it, 
and  piipf  inoncy*  was  ftill  more  injurious.  Creditors  of  the  hof- 
pitul  \v<  ic  paiil,  or  rather  ruined,  hy  this  operation.  About  a  year 
ago,  on  the  report  of  the  in(pe£lors  of  the  luWpitals,  the  Icgiflaturc, 
coiilidering  tho  ubulcs  pra£lii'ed  in  that  adminiflration,  conBded 
that  of  the  bettering  ht)ure  again  to  the  Quakers,  Without  any 
xelontmcnt  ot  the  aflronts  they  had  received  during  the  war» 
and  uniy  anxious  to  do  good  and  perform  their  duty,  the 
Friends  accepted  the  admini(^.ralion,  and  exercifc  it  as  before 
with  zeal  and  iidelily.  This  change  has  produced  the  eftcft 
which  was  expe£led.  Order  is  vilibly  rc-clhbliflied  ;  many  ad- 
miniflrators  are  appointed,  one  of  whom,  by  turns,  is  to  vilit  the 
holpital  every  day  :  fix  phylicians  arc  attached  to  it,  who  per- 
form  the  fervitc  gratis, 

"  I  have  fcen  the  hofpitals  of  France,  both  at  Paris  and  ir> 
the  provinces.  I  know  none  of  them  but  the  one  at  Refancon, 
that  can  be  compared  to  this  at  Philadelphia.  Every  iick  and 
every  poor  p<rrl'on  has  his  bed  well  furniflicd,  but  without 
curtains,  as  it  fliould  be.  Every  room  is  lighted  by  windows 
placed  oppofite,  which  introduce  plenty  of  light,  that  great  con- 
folation  to  a  man  confined,  of  which  tyrants  for  thi^  rcafon  arc 
cruelly  fparing.  Thcfc  windows  admit  a  free  cirjutatiop  of  air; 
xnoft  of  them  open  over  the  Helds,  and  as  they  are  not  very 
high,  and  are  without  grates,  it  would  be  very  eafy  for  the 
prilbners  to  make  their  efcapc,  but  the  idea  never  enters  theijr 
heads.  This  faft  proves  that  the  priloners  are  happy,  and^  con- 
Icqucntly,  that  the  adminiftration  is  good. 

*'  T^*^  kitchens  arc  well  kept,  and  do  not  exhole  that  fetid 
odour  which  you  perceive  from  the  beft  kitchens  in  France. 
The  eating  rooms,  which  are  on  the  ground  floor,  are  equally 
clean,  and  well  aired  ;  neatncis  and  good  air  reign  in  every 
part.  A  large  garden  at  the  end  of  the  court  furniflies  vegeta- 
blcs  for  the  kitchen.  I  was  furprifed  to  find  there  a  great  num- 
ber of  foreign  fhrubs  and  plants.  The  garden  is  well  cultiva- 
ted. In  the  yard  they  rear  a  great  number  of  hogs;  for,  in 
America,  the  hog,  as  well  as  rhe  ox,  does  the  honours  of  the 
table  through  the  whole  year. 

"  1  could  fcarcely  delcribe  to  you  the  different  fenfations,  which 
by  turns  rejoiced  and  afiliftpd  my  heart  in  going  through  their 


OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


4«« 


dflcrent  apartments.  An  hofpital,  how  well  foever  adminifter- 
cil,  is  iilways  r*  painful  rpc6Ucle  to  me.  It  appears  to  mc  fe 
ionl(-ling  for  a  lick  man  to  be  at  his  own  home,  attended  by  hi* 
wife  iind  chililicn,  and  vilttcd  by  his  neighbours,  that  I  regard 
liolpitals  as  vad  lepulclires,  where  are  brought  together  a  crowd 
uf  individuals,  Grangers  to  each  other,  and  (eparated  from  all 
they  hold  dear.  And  what  is  man  in  '.his  fituutionp — A  leaf 
dctacljcd  from  the  tree,  and  driven  down  by  the  torrent — a 
ikclcton  no  longer  of  any  conftdcncci  and  bordering  on  dilTuy 
jution, 

"But  this  idea  foon  gives  p\ace  to  another.  Since  Societies 
arc  condemned-  to  be  infeilcd  with  great  cities,  fincc  mifery 
and  vice  are  the  nece(Tary  offspring  uf  thefc  cities,  a  houfe  like 
this  becomes  the  aiylum  of  buneficencc ;  for,  without  the  aid 
of  fuch  inditutionSj  what  would  become  '  of  the  greater  part 
of  thole  wretches  who  here  find  a  refuge:  fo  many  women;  fo 
many  perfons  blind  and  deaf,  rendered  difgufting  by  their  nu- 
merous infirmities  ?—^They  muft  very  foon  perifh,  abandoned 
by  all  the  world,  to  whom  they  are  (Irangers.  No  door  but 
ihat  of  their  common  mother  earth  would  receive  theiie  hi- 
deous figures,  were  it  not  for  this  provifjon  made  by  their 
common  friend,  Society. 

"I  law  in  this  hofpital  all  that  mifery  and  difeafc  can  affcmbte. 
i  faw  women  fufFcring  on  the  bed  of  pain;  others,  whole 
meagre  vifages,  rendered  difgufting  by  eruptions,  atteft  the 
fatal  clfcQs  of  incontinence  ;  others,  who  waited  with,  groans 
the  moment  when  Heaven  would  deliver  them  from  a  burden 
oF  life,  bccauie  afili6lcd  with  excruciating  pain  :  others,  holding 
their   arms   the  fruit,   not   of  a  legal   marriage,  but  of  love 


in 


betrayed.  Poor  innocents  !  born  under  the  ftar  of  wretched- 
nels !  Why  fhould  men  be  born  predeftinatcd  to  misfortunes  ? 
iiut,  blcfs  God,  at  leaft,  that  you  are  in  a  count'/  where 
baftardy  is  no  obflacle  to  refpeflability  and  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenfhip.  \  law  with  pleafure  thefe  unhappy  mothers  carcfling 
their  infants  and  nurfing  them  with  tendernefs.  There  were 
few  children  in  the  hall  of  the  little  orphans  ;  thefe  were  in 
good  health,  and  appeared  gay  a. id  happy.  Mr.  Shoemaker, 
who  condufted  me  thither,  and  another  of  the  direftors, 
^iftributed  fome  cakes  among  them,  which  they  had  brought  in 
their  pockets.  Thus  the  direftors  think  of  their  charge  even 
at  a  dillance,  and  occupy  themlelves  with  their  happinefs. 
Good  God  !  there  is  then  a  country  where  the  lotil  of  the  go- 
vernor ^f  an  hofpital  is  not  a  foul  of  bul's ! 
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"  Blaolcs  are  here  mingled  with  whites,  and  lodged  in  the 
fame  apartments.  This,  to  mf,  was  an  edifying  fight ;  it 
I'ecmed  a  balm  to  my  foul.  I  faw  a  negro  woman  Ipinning  with 
aftivity  by  the  fide  of  her  bed.  Her  eyes  feemcd  to  cxpeft 
from  the  direftor  a  word  of  .confblation-r— She  obtained  it ;  and 
it  feemed  to  be  heaven  to  her  to  hear  him.  I  {hould  have  been 
more  happy  liad  it  been  for  mc  Co  have  fpokcn  this  word : 
I  (hould  have  added  many  more.  Unhappy  negroes !  how 
much  reparation  do  we  owe  them  for  the  evils  wc  have  occa- 
fioned  them — the  evils  we  dill  occafion  them  j— and  they  love 
us !         • 

"  The  happinefs  of  this  negrefs  was  not  equal  to  that  which 
\  faw  fparkle  on  the  vifage  of  a  young  blind  girl,  who  feemcd 
to  leap  for  joy  at  the  found  of  the  director's  voice.  He  afkcd 
after  her  health  ;  ftie  anfwered  him  with  tranfport.  She  was 
taking  her  tea  by  the  fide  of  her  little  .tabler— Her  tea  ! — My 
friend,  you  are  ailonifhed  at  this  luxury  in  an  hofpital — It  is 
bccaufe  there  is  humanity  in  its  adminidration,  and  the  wretches 
are  not  crowded  in  here  in  heaps  to  be  ftifled.  They  give  tea 
to  thofe  whofe  condu£l  is  fatisfa£tory  ;  and  thofe  who  by  their 
work  are  able  to  make  fome  (avings,  enjoy  the  frui,ts  of  their 
jnduftry.  I  remarked  in  this  hofpital,  that  the  women  were 
much  more  numerous  tha^  the  meji  *,  and  among  the  latter,  I 
faw  none  of  thofe  hideous  figures  fo  common  in  xhe  horpilaU 
of  Paris,  figures  on  which  you  trace  the  mark  of  crimes,  milc- 
j-y  end  indolence.  They  have  a  decent  appearance :  many  of 
them  afked  the  dircftor  for  their  enlargement,  which  they  ob. 
tained. 

"But  what  refources  have  they  on  leaving  this  houfc? 
They  have  their  hands  anfwered  the  direflor,  and  they  may 
find  ufeful  (iccupations.  But  the  women,  replied  I,  what  caij 
they  do?  Their  condition  is  not  fo  forturiate,  faid  he.  In  a 
jLown  were  fo  many  men  arc  occupied  in  foreign  commerce,  ihc 
number  of  unhappy  and  dilbrderly  females  will  be  augmented. 
To  prevent  this  inconvenience,  it  has  been  lately  propol'ed  to 
form  a  new  eftabliflimcnt,  which  {hnll  give  to  girls  of  this  del- 
cription  a  ufeful  occupation,  where  the  produce  of  the  induftry 
of  each  pcrlbn  fliall  be  prefcrved  and  given  to  her  on  leaving 
the  hou(e  ;  or  if  flie  (hould  choofe  tp  remain,  Iho  fhall  always 
pnjoy  the  fruit  of  her  own  labour. 

"  This  projc6l  will,  without  doubt,  bo  executed ;  for  the 
.Quakers  are  ingenious  and  pcrl'cvcrine  when  thoy  have  in  view 
the  fuccour  of  the  unKappy.'' 
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A  houfe  founded  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Hearfley  the  elder, 
for  the  fupport  of  twelve  elderly  widow*  of  the  Protcftant  Epifj- 
copal  communion,  in  which  a  number  of  peribns  of  that  def- 
cription,  who  have  fcen  better  days,  are  very  comfortably  and 
decently  provided  for. 

The  humane  fociety  for  recovering  pcrfons  fuppofed  to  be 
dead  by  drowning,  eftablifhed  upon  limilar  principles  with 
thofe  of  the  fame  name  in  mod  fea  ports  in  Europe ;  it  is  under 
the  care  of  twelve  managers,  annually  chofen  by  the  fubfcrib- 
ers ;  the  phyhcians  afford  their  aid  to  this  inflitution  gratis,  a 
number  of  thefe  being  appointed  for  the  purpofe  by  the 
managers. 

Almoil  every  religious  fociety  has  a  fund  under  proper  direc- 
tion, fome  of  which  are  incogrporated  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  their  clergy,  or  other  didrefled  members 
of  their  communion. 

There  are  alfo  focieties  formed  for  the  relief  of  particular 
defcriptions  of  perfons,  with  funds  raifed  by  fubfcriptions  or 
otherwife,  for  the  purpofe,  fuch  as  the  fea  captains  fociety, 
the  Delaware  pilots  fociety,  feparate  focieties  for  the  relief 
and  afliftance  of  emigrants  and  other  didreffed  perfons,  fi'om 
£ngland,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany,  &c.  fome  of  which 
are  incorporated,  fo  that  there  can  fcarce  happen  an  inflanee 
of  individual  diftrefs,  for  which  a  mode  of  advice,  alTif- 
tance  or  relief,  is  not  provided  without  refort  to  public 
begging. 

Seminaries  of  learning  are  eftabliflicd  upon  the  moft  enlarged 
and  liberal  principles,  of  which  the  principal  are,  tliC  univerfity 
of  Pennfylvania  and  coUegq  of  Philadelphia. 

Almoft  every  religious  fociety  have  one  or  more  fchools 
under  their  immediate  dircflion,  for  the  education  of  their 
own  youth  of  both  (excs^  as  well  of  the  rich,  who  are  able  to 
pay,  as  of  the  poor,  who  are  taught  and  provided  with  books 
and  ftationary  gratis  ;  bcfides  which,  there  are  a  number  of 
private  fchools  under  the  direftion  of  mafliers  and  miftrefles, 
independent  of  any  public  body  ;  and  there  are  feveral  private 
academies  for  the  infl.ru6lion  of  young  ladies  in  all  the  branches 
of  polite  literature,  fuitable  to  the  fex  ;  and  there  is  no  indivi* 
dual,  whofe  parents  or  guardians,  maflcrs  or  miftreffes,  will  take 
the  trouble  to  apply,  but  will  be  admitted  into  fome  one'of  thefc 
fchools,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  pay,  will  be  taught  gratis  ;  it 
night  not  to  be  omitted,  that  there  is  a  fchool  for  the  Africans 
of  every  fhade  or  colour,  kept  under  the  care  and  at  theexpenfo. 
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of  the  Quakers,  into  which  are  admitted  gratis,  (laves  as  v^eU 
as  free  pcribns  of  whatever  age,  of  both  fexes,  and  taught 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  knitting,  fcwing,  and  other  ufcful 
female  accomplishments ;  this  fchool  was  originally  inflitut^d 
by  private  fubl'criptions  of  the  lociety,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
pare  that  degraded  race  for  a  better  fituation  in  civil  life  ;  but 
the  will  of  the  late  Anthony  Benezet,  of  benevolent  memory, 
a  confiderable  donation  from  the  fociety  in  England,  and  fome 
other  charitable  devifcs,  have  provided  funds  adequate  to  its 
future  fupport,  and  it  will  no  longer  be  burthenfome  to  indi^ 
viduals. 

Sunday  fchools,  for  the  inftruftion  of  children  who  would 
otherwifc  fpend  that  day  in  idlenefs  or  mifchief,  have  lately 
been  inflituted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  tend  to  amend  the 
morals  and  condu£l  of  the  rifing  generation.' 

The  public  library  of  Philadelphia  is  a  mod  ufeful  inftitu- 
tion ;  it  contains  neat  ten  thoulartd  volumes,  well  felefted^ 
for  the  informatation  and  improvement  of  all  ranks  of  the 
citizens ;  they  are  depofited  in  an  elegant  building  lately  ere£l. 
ed,  in  a  modern  ftyle,  and  are  acceflible  every  day  in  the  week 
except  Sunday.  Here  the  man  of  learning  may  confult  the 
work  of  the  remotefl:  ages,  and  trace  hiilories,  arts  and  fciencesy 
from  their  infancy  to  this  prefent  ftate  of  improvement  ;  and 
the  mechanic,  the  labourer,  the  fludent  or  apprentice,  may 
be  fupplied  with  books  to  improve  their  minds  or  amufc  them 
in  their  vacant  hours  at  home.  The  company  cojifiils  of  I'otne 
hundreds  of  proprietors,  incorporated  by  charter,  who  pay  ten 
fhillings  annually  for  the  purchafe  of  new  books  and  defraying' 
incidentad  expenfes  ;  twelve  dire£tors  are  annually  chofen,  who 
manage  the  concerns  of  the  company  and  keep  a  correfpondence 
with  Europe,  from  whence  they  are  regularly  fupplied  with 
new  publications  of  reputation  and  merit. 

The  corporation  have*  lately  ordered  the  ftreets,  lanes,  and 
alleys  to  be  marked  at  every  interfe£lion  of  each  other,  and 
the  houfes  to  be  numbered.  The  names  painted  on  boards, 
with  an  index  hand  pointing  to  the  progreflion  of  the  num- 
bers, are  already  affixed  at  the  corners  of  the  flreets,  fo 
that  with  the  aid  of  the  direftory  a  (Iranger  may  find, 
without  difHculty,  any  houfe  whofe  (Ireet  and  number  is 
known. 

The  L.ty  within  a  few  years  paft,  has  experienced  a  very 
remarkable  revolution  in  refpeft  to  the  healthinefs  of  its  inha- 
bitants ;  the  bill  of  mortality  proves  that  the  number  of  deaths 
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has  confiderably  decfcafed  fincc  the  yeaf  1783,  notwithftand- 
ihe  the  great  incrcafe  of  its  population  ;  this  change  in  favour 
of  health  and  life  is  afcribed  by  phyficians  to  the  co-operation 
of  the  following  caufes  r  ift,  The  arching  the  dock,  whereby  a 
very  noxious  and  ofFcnfive  nuifance  was  removed;  2d,  The  cul- 
tivation of  the  lots  adjoining  and  partly  furrounding  the  city^ 
whereby  another  extenfive  fource  of  putrid  exhalations  is  dried 
up.  ;jd.  An  increafed  care  in  cleanfing  the  ftreets.  4th,  An  in- 
crease of  horticulturo,  and  confequently  a  greater  confumptiort 
of  vegetable  alimerits.  5th,  The  inftitution  of  the  difpenfaryj 
which  has  extended  medical  aid  to  many  hundreds  in  a  yearj 
who  either  perifhcd  for  the  want  of  it,  or  were  fatrificed  by 
quacks;  6th,  The  more  improved  ftate  of  phyfic,  whence  fe- 
veral  difeafcs  formerly  fatal  in  moft  inftances  are  better  under- 
ftood  and  treated,  and  therefore  more  generally  cvired.  And 
-ith,  From  a  general  diffufion  of  knowledge  among  all  clafles 
of  people,  from  their  libraries,  their  numerous  focieties,  monthly^ 
weekly,  and  daily  publications,  whence  the  people  at  large  are 
better  acquainted  than  formerly  with  the  means  of  preferving 
their  health,  as  may  be  exemplified  in  one  inftance ;  there  was 
^•'t  one  death  in  the  fummer  of  1792  from  drinking  cold  water^ 
\s  lereas  fome  years  ago  twenty  has  not  been  an  uncommon 
number  from  this  fingle   caufe^ 

In  this  account  of  Philadelphia,  it  may  he  neccffary  to  no* 
tice,  in  as  concile  a  manner  as  poITible,  the  malignant  fever 
which  made  fuch  dreadful  ravages  there  in  the  year  1793. 
This  account  we  fhall  extraft  from  a  pamphlet  written  on  that 
fubjeft  by   Matthew  Carey,  of  Philadelphia. 

Previoufly  to  th<e  appearance  of  the  malignant  fever  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  profpcrity  of  that  city  was  fuch  as,  by  the  in- 
troduftion  of  luxury,  could  not  but  ferioufiy  alajm  thofe  who 
confiderdd  "  how  far  the  virtue,  the  liberty,  and  the  happincfs 
of  a  nation  depend  on  its  temperance  and  lober  manners  •,"  and 
although  it  were  prefumption,  adds  the  author,  to  "  attempt  to 
fcan  the  decrees  of  Heaven,  yet  few,  I  believe,  will  pretend 
to  deny,  that  fomething  was  wanting  to  humble  the  pride  of  a 
city,  which  was  running  on  in  full  career  to  the  goal  of  pro- 
digality and  diflipation." 

How  low  this  'prodigal  and  luxurious  city  was  bowed  in  the 
autumn  of  1793,  may  be  gathered  from  ilie  lubjoined  ftate- 
ment : 

"  Moft  people  who  could  by  any  means  make  it  convenient, 
fled  from  the  city.     Qi  thole   who  remained,   many  fhut   them- 
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felves  up  in  thoir  houfes,  and  were  afraid  to  walk  the   (Irceti* 
The  fmoke  of  tobacco  being  regarded  as  a  preventative,  many 
perfons,  even  women  and  (mall  boys,  had  fegars  conftantly  in 
their  mouths.     Others  placing  full  confidence  in  garlic,  chewed 
it  alnioft  the  whole  day  ;  fome  kept  it  in  their    (hoes.     Many 
Were  afraid  to  allow   the  barbers  or  hair-drelTers  to   come   near 
them,  as  inftances  had  occurred  of  fome  of  them  having  (haved 
the  dead,  and   many  of  them    had  engaged   as    bleeders.     Some 
who  carried  their  caution   pretty  far,   bought  lancets  for  them- 
felves,  not    daring   to  be  bled  with  the  lancets  of  the  bleeders. 
Some  houfes  were    hardly  a  moment  in  the  day  free    from  the 
fmell  of  gunpowder,  burned  tobacco,  nitre,  fprinkled  vineffar, 
&c.      Many  of  the    churches  were    almoft  delerted,  and    feme 
wholly  clofed,    "The  coffee-houfe  was  fhut  up,  as  was  the  city 
library,  and  mofl  of  the  public  offices  ;  three  out  of  the  four 
daily  papers  were  dropped,  as  were    fome  of  the  other  papers. 
Many  were  almod    inceffantly  purifying,    fcouring    and    white- 
walhing  their  rooms.     Thofe  who   ventured  abroad,    had  hand- 
kerchiefs or  fponges  impregnated  with  vinegar  or  Camphirc  at 
their  nofes,  or  cUe    fmelling-bottles  with  the    thieves'  vinegar. 
Others  carried  pieces  of  tarred  rope  in  their  hands  or  pockets, 
or  camphire  bags  tied  round  their  necks.       The  corpfes  of  the 
mofl:  refpeftable  citizens,  even  thofe  who  did    not    die    of  the 
epidemic,   were    carried  to    the  grave   on  the   fhafts  of  a  chair, 
the  horfe  driven   by  a  negro,   unattended  by  a  friend  or   rela- 
tion, and  without  any  fort  of  ceremony.      People  haflily  (hiftcd 
their   courfe  at  the    fight  of    a    hearie  coming    towards   thein. 
Many  never  walked  on  the  foot  path,  but    went  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  ftreets,  to   avoid  being*"  infefted  in  paffing  by  houfes 
wherein  people  had  died.     Acquaintances   and  friends  avoided 
each  other  in  the   fl:rcets,  and  only  fignified  their  regard  by  a 
cold  nod.      The  old    cuftom    of  fhaking    hands  fell    into    fuch 
general  diCufe,   that  many  were   affronted    even   at    the    oflcr  c>f 
the  hand.     A  perCon  with  a  crape  or  any  appearance  of  mourn- 
ing, was  fhunncd  like  a  viper.     And   many  valued  themlelvcs 
highly  on  the  fkill  and  addrefs  with   which  they  got  to  wind- 
ward of  every  perfon  they  met.      indeed  it  is  not  probable  tliat 
^London,  at  the  lall  ft;age  of  the  plague,  exhibited  Ilrongcr  marks 
of  terror  than  were  to  be  feen  in  Philadelphia,  from  the  25tU 
or  26th  of    Auguft;  till  pretty  late  in   September.      When  peo- 
ple  fumnioned  up    refolution   to  walk  abroad  and  take  ihe  air, 
the  fick-cart   conveying  patients  to  the   hofpital,    or   the   hearie 
carryiui;  the  dead  to    the    grave,   which   were  travelling   almoft 
tlie    whole   day,   foon  dam^>cd    their    Ipirits,   and  plunged   them 
again  into  dclpondency," 
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How  entirely  fociety  was  diffolvcd,  and  all  the  charities 
and  accommodations  of  life  fufpended,  the  following  circum- 
ftances  will  ihew  ; 

'<  With  the  poor  the  cafe  was,  as  might  be  expefted,  infi- 
nitely worfe  than  with  the  rich.  Many  of  thefe  have  perifli- 
ed,  without  a  human  being  to  hand  them  a  drink  of  water, 
to  adminifter  medicines,  or  to  perform  any  charitable  office  for 
them.  Various  inftances  have  occurcd,  of  dead  bodies  found 
lying  in  the  ftreets,  of  perfons  who  had  no  houfe  or  habitation, 
and  could  procure  no  fhelter. 

"  A  man  and  his  wife,  once  in  affluent  circumftanccs,  were 
found  lying  dead  in  bed,  and  between  them  was  their  child, 
a  little  infant,  who  was  fucking  its  mother's  bieafts.  How 
long  they    had  lain  thus  was  uncertain. 

"  A  woman,  whofe  hufband  had  juft  died  of  a  fever,  was 
feized  with  the  pains  of  labour,  and  had  nobody  to  aflift  her, 
as  the  women  in  the  neighbourhood  were  afraid  to  go  into  tha 
houfe.  She  lay  for  a  confiderable  time  in  a  deijree  of  aufuifh 
that  will  not  bear  defcription  ;  at  length  fhe  ftiugglcd  to  reach 
the  window,  and  cried  out  for  aififtance  :  two  men,  paffing  by, 
went  up  flairs,  but  they  came  at  too  late  a  ftage  ;  fhe  was 
ftriving  with  death,  and  aftually  in  3  few  minutes  expired 
in  their  arms. 

"  Another  woman,  whofe  hufband  and  two  children  lav 
dead  in  the  room  with  her,  was  in  the  fame  fituation  as  the 
fornjer,  without  a  midwife,  or  any  other  perfon  to  aid  her. 
Her  cries  at  the  window  brought  up  one  of  the  carters  em- 
ployed by  the  committee  for  the  relief  of  the  fick.  With 
his  afliflance  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  child,  which  died  in  a 
few  minutes,  as  did  the  mother,  who  -was  utterly  exhaufted 
by  her  labour,  by  the  difordcr,  and  by  the  dreadful  fpeftacle 
before  her.  And  thus  lay  in  one  room  no  lefs  than  five, dead 
bodies,  an  entire  family,  carried  off  in  an  hour  or  two. 
Many  inflances  have  occurred  of  refpeftable  \vomen,  v/ho, 
in  their  lying-in,  have  been  obliged  to  depend  on  their  maid 
lervants  for  a (Ti  fiance  ;  and  fome  have  had  none  but  from 
their  hufbands.  Some  of  the  midvvivcs  were  dead,  and  othcis 
had  left  the  city. 

"  A  iervant  girl  belonging  to  a  family  in  this  city,  in  which 
the  fever  had  prevailed,  was  apprehcnfive  of  danger,  and  refol- 
vcd  to  remove  to  a  relation's  houie  in  the  country  ',  fhe  was, 
however,  taken  fick  on  the  road,  and  returned  to  town,  where 
flic  could  find  no  perfon  to  receive  her.     One  of  the  guardians 
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of  the  poor  provided  a  cart,  and  took  her  to  the  alms-houfe 
into  which  (he  was  rcfuCcd  admittance.  She  wds  brought  back 
and  the  guardian  offered  five  dollars  to  procure  her  a  fuigle 
■jjight's  lodging,  but  in  vain.  And  in  fine,  after  every  effort 
imdc  to  provide  her  fhelter,  &e  ablolutcly  expired  in  the 
cart. 

"  To  relate  all  the  frightful  cafes  of  this   nature   that  occur- 
red  would  fill  a  volume. 

"  The  public  dillrefs  was  confiderably  incrcafed  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  prefident,  and  of  moft,  if  not  all,  of  the  other 
federal  officers:  the  governor  too,  and  almoft  all  the  officers  of 
ftite,  were  abfunt  or  had  retired :  except  the  niayor  and  one 
.other  magiftrate,  the  municipal  officers  likcwil'e  were  away  ; 
fo  that,  when  the  city  moft  needed  cuunlellurs,  flie  was  moft 
dellitute  of  counfel.  The  firfl;  viftim,  as  far  as  is  known,  was 
feizsd  by  the  diforder  on  the  26th  or  27th  of  J'u4y,  and  died 
on  the  6th  or  yth  of  Auguft.  The  dil'eafc  fpread  during 
AuguQ:  ;  and  the  alarm  incrcafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on  the 
loth  of  September  ihe  Mayor  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
at  which  very  few  attended,  though  ten  citizens  offered  them- 
felves  as  afliftants  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor.  On  the  14th, 
H  committee  was  appointed  to  tranfaft  the  whole  of  the  bufi- 
rels  relative  to  the  ftck,  to  procure  phyficians,  nurfes  and  at- 
tendants. It  confiftcd  of  twenty-fix  perfons  :  but,  by  thei 
death  of  four,  and  by  the  dffcrtion  of  four  others,  it  was  re- 
duced to  eighteen.  Thefe  eighteen,  men  chiefly  in  the  middle 
walks  of  life,  from  the  day  of  tlieir  appointment  till  the  ceffa- 
tion  of  the  fever,  watched  over  the  Tick,  the  poor,  the  widow  1 
and  the  orphan,  with  fuch  vigilance  as  to  check  the  progrefs 
of  deftruftion,  eminently  to  relieve  the  diftrelfed,  and  to  reflore 
confidence  to  the  terrified  inhaljitants  of  Philadelphia." 

Of  the    operations  of  this  committee,   an  inftruftive  account  I 
is  given  by  our   author,   which  we   cannot    detail.      They   con- 
fided principally  in  mealures  for  the  burial  of  the   dead,  in  the 
removal   of  the  fick    to  the  hofpital   at  Bufli-hill,  and    in   bor- 
rowing money  from  the  bank  of  North-A'neiic^  to   relieve  the! 
dillieffcd  ;  of   whom    there    occurred    weekly    twelve  hundred 
people,  many    of  them   having   families   of    four,    five,    and   fix 
perfons.     The  numerous  deaths  of  hpnds  of  families  left  a  very 
large  body  of  children,  for  whom  it  was   ncceffary  to   provide;! 
»nd  hence    the  committee  found  themfelves  obliged    to  ellablifiil 
an  orph:m   houfe  ;  nor   were  their  labours  clofed  till   they  hadi 
provided    for  the    clcanfing   and    purification   of  the  Jioufes  i.il 
which    the  fever  had   prcvaacd.     It  was    not  till    the  latli  .'A 
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November  that  they  finally  addreded  their  fellow-citizens,  iu- 
forming  them  of  the  reftoration  of  the  city  to  as  great  a  degree 
of  health  as  ufually  had  prevailed  at  the  fame  feafon. 

Mr.  Carey  befluws  great  and  merited  praife  on  Mr.  Stepheyi 
Gerrard,  a  wealthy  merchant,  and  a  native  of  France,  who,  witjii 
a  fpirit  truly  benevolent  and  magnanimous,  oiFered  to  fuper* 
intend  the  hofpital  at  Bu{h-hill.  To  the  energetic  philanthro- 
py, and  perfevering  exertions  of  this  exalted  chara&er,  and  his 
voluntary  aflbciates,  is  to  be  attributed  the  ultimate  eradication 
of  this  dreadful  contagion  from  the  city.  They  found  the  hof-, 
pital  in  the  moft  wretched  and  deplorable  ftate,  but  thro'  their 
united  efforts,  tb*^  ^ateft  order  was- foon  introduced.  In  this 
hofpital,  bt  e  bi,  i6th,  "  a  profli:;*  *•  ahandoned  fet  of 
nurfes  and  attendants  (hardly  atiy  of  g  u  charafter  could  at 
that  time  be  procured)  rioted  on  the  provifions  and  cumi^orts, 
prepared  for  the  fick,  who,  unlefs  at  the  hours  when  the 
doftors  attended,  were  left  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of  every 
affiftance.  The  (dying  and  dead  were  indifcriminately  mingled 
together.  The  evacuations  of  the  fick  were  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  moft  ofFenfive  ftate  imaginable ;  not  the  fmalleft  ap- 
pearance of  order  or  regularity  exifted.  It  was,  in  faft,  a  great 
human  flaughter-houfe,  where  numerous  viftims  were  immolated 
*t  the  altar  of  riot  and  intemperance.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
a  general  dread  of  the  place  prevailed  through  the  city,  and 
that  a  removal  to  it  was  confidered  as  the  feal  of  death.  1^ 
confequence,  there  were  various  inftances  of  fick  perfons 
locking  their  rooms,  and  rcfifting  every  attempt  to  carry  them 
away.  At  length,  the  poor  were  fo  much  afraid  of  being  fent 
.to  Bufl\-hill,  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  their  illnel's,  un- 
til it  was  no  longer  poflible  to   conceal  it." 

Such,  however,  was  the  regularity  introced  by  the  mana- 
gers, and  luch  was  the  care  and  tendernefs  with  which  they 
treated  the  patients,  and  which  they  obliged  the  attcndarits  to 
cbferve,  that,  in  a  week  or  two,  the  application  for  admifFion 
became  importunate  ;  and  it  was  neceffary,  by  requiring  a  cer- 
tificate from  a  phyfician,  fpecifying  that  the  bearer  laboured 
under  the  f-ver,  to  guard  againft  improper  objcfts.  Of  the 
number  of  patients  received,  about  five  hundred  died  (one  ll^rd. 
of  the  whole)  within  two   days  after  their  admifTion. 

At  the  end  of  his  account  of  the  Bufli-hill  hofpital,  Mr. 
Carey  adds  the  following  obfervation  concerning  its  atlive  and 
beneficent  managers,  which  we  feci  a  pleaiure  in  inferting : 

"  Before  I  conclude  this  chapter,  let  me  add,  that  the  per- 
feyeja/ice   of   the  managers  of  that  hofpital    has  been  equally 
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meritorious  with  their  original  benefience.  During  the  whole 
calamity  to  this  time  they  have  attended  uninterruptedly,  for 
fix,  feven,  or  eight  hours  a  day,  rcnouneing  almoft  every  care 
of  private  affairs.  They  have  had  a  laborous  tour  of  duty  to 
perform — to  encourage  and  comfort  the  fick — to  hand  them 
neceffaries  and  medicine— to  wipe  the  fwcat  off  their  brows— 
and  to  perform  niany  difgufting  offices  of  kindnefs  for  them, 
which  nothing  could  render  tolerable,  but  the  exalted  motives 
that  impelled  them  to  this  heroic  conduft." 

This  difeafe  proved  particularly  fatal  to  phyficians  and  to  the 
clergy,  in  confequence  of  its  contagious  nature.  Of  the  pro- 
fligatc,  and  of  the  corpulent,  few  arc  faid  to  have  recovered. 
The  French,  who  were  fettled  in  Philadelphia,  cfcaped  its  ra- 
vages in  a  remarkable  'manner,  The  negroes  did  not  totally 
efcape,  though  not  many  were  fcized  with  the  fever  ;  and  in 
theie  it  is  faid  to  have  yielded  more  eafily  to  medicine  than  in 
the  whites.  An  opinion  prevailed  that  cold  and  rain  eictin- 
guifhed  the  dilbrder,  but  this  is  fhewn  by  the  prelent  writer, 
from  a  flatement  of  the  weather,  to  have  been  erroneous, 
A  fimilar  error  concerning  the  plague  and  other  pontagious 
difeafes  has  been  current  ini  mofl  countries  aniong  the  unin-s 
formed. 

Among  the  defultory  fa3s  and  reflexions,  with  which  Mr, 
Carey's  work  abounds,  fome  appear  worthy  of  the  notice  of 
European  readers.  The  late  dreadful  fufferings — the  lofs  of  four 
thoufand  lives— the  terror  and  uncomfortable  ftate  of  the  reft--^ 
the  injury  fuftained  by  the  commercial  intereft  of  the  ftate--- 
might  all  have  been  prevented,  if  the  magiftrates  had  been 
inverted  with  authority  to  interpofe  in  time,  and  if  they  ha4 
exerted  that  authority  properly. 

^'  For  a  whole  month,  the  difeafe  lurked  in  one  ftreet,  and 
was  confined  to  a  few  houfes  in  that  ftreet.  Who  can  doubt 
that,  it  might  eafily  have  been  ftifled  in  its  birth?"  but  then, 
is  Mr.  Carey  certain  that  the  phyficians  and  magiftrates  were 
apprized  of  the  deleterious  nature  of  the  contagion  ?  It  might 
probably,  for  fomc  time,  have  been  confounded  with  an  ordinary 
epidemic;  andftatefmen  have  not  yet  rondefcended  to  frame 
regulations  for  checking  the  ravages  that  common  contagious 
fevers  produce  ;  though  the  dedgn  is  important,  and,  as  we  be- 
lieve, prafticable.  The  afTertion  (p.  85)  "  that  half  or  a  third 
of  thofe  who  died  (one  -thoul'and  four  hundred,  or  two  thoufand 
perfons)  periftied  for  want  of  the  necefiary  care  and  attention, 
owing  to  the  extraordinary  panic,"  mu ft  fill  every  breaft,  in 
which   common   fympathy   for  human  fufferings   refides,    with 
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indignant  grief,  and  many  at  Philadelphia  with  the  mod  lively 
regret.  The  ties  of  blood  and  of  afl'cflion  appear  indeed  to 
have  been  torn  afundcr  by  fear,  with  a  degree  of  violence  which 
is  inconceivable  to  a  fpeftator  of  the  ufual  afpeft  of  focial  life. 

The  following  occurs  (p.  107)  among  his  detached  obferva- 
tions  : 

«♦  Shall  I  be  pardoned  for  pafling  a  cenfurc  on  thofe,  whofe 
midaken  zeal  led  them,  during  the  mod  dreadful  (lages  of  the 
calamity,  to  crowd  fomc  of  our  churches,  and  aid  tliis  fright- 
ful enemy  in  his  work  of  dedru£lion  ?  who,  fearful  left  their 
prayers  and  adoration  at  home  would  not  find  acceptance  be- 
fore the  Deity,  reforted  to  churches  filled  with  bodies  of  con- 
tagious air,  where,  with  every  breath,  they  inhaled  noxious 
miafmata  ?  To  this  fingle  caufe  I  am  bold  in  afcribing  a  large 
proportion  of  the  mortality  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  thofe 
congregations,  whofe  places  of  worfhip  were  moft  crowded, 
have  fuffercd  the  moft  dreadfully.  Will  men  never  acquire 
wifdom  ?  Are  we  yet  to  learn,  that  the  Almighty  Architc£l:  of 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  does  not  require  "  temples  made  with 
men's  hands  ?"  that  going  to  a  place  of  worfhip,  againft  the 
great  law  of  felf-prefervation,  implanted  in  indelible  charafters 
by  his  Divine  hand,  on  the  breaft  of  every  one  of  his  creatures, 
conftitutes  no  part  of  the  adoration  due  to  the  Maker  and 
Preferver  of  mankind  ?  That  '  a  meek  and  humble  heart'  is  the 
temple  wherein  he  delights  to  be  worftiipped  ?  I  hope  not— 
I  hope  the  awful  leffon  fome  of  our  congregations  hold  forth 
on  this  fubjeft,  by  a  mortality  out  of  all  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  will  fcrve  as  a  memento  at  all  future  times  in  the  like 
critical  emergencies!" 

To  this  account  wc  fubjoin  the  following  lift  of  the  number 
of  perfons  who  fell  a  piey  to  this  dcftruftive  malady  : 

«  Auguft 335 

"September     -.----------    1442/,/ 

"  Oftoher     ------ 1993 

"November     -----------118 

"  Jews,  returned  in  grofs     --------       a 

"  Baptifts,  ditto -50 

"  Methodifts,  ditto 32 

"  Free  Quakers,  ditto     -     -     -     -     .     -     -     -     -      39 
"  German  part  of  St.  Mary's  congregation     -     -     -    30 

Total  4031* 

.■■HI*' 

*  Stt  Carey's  Shtrt  Account  o/0e  Malf^nt  Fever,  &c.  8vo.  3d  edit. 
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No  city  can  boad  of  To  many  ufeful  improvements  'in  manu- 
faflures,  in  the  mechanical  arts,  in  the  art  of  healing,  and 
particularly  in  the  I'cience  of  humanity,  as  Philadelphia.  The 
tradefmen  and  manufa£lurers  have  bec6me  fo  numerous,  that 
they  are  beginning  to  alTociate  for  mutual  improvement,  and  to 
promote  regularity  and  uniformity  in  their  feveral  occupations. 
The  carpenters^  the  cordwainers,  the  taylors,  the  watch-makers, 
the  joiners,  and  hair-drelTers,  have  already  aflbciated,  and  others 
*'       are  forming  into  companies  upon  the  fame  plan.  ' 

The  Philadclphians  have  exerted  their  endeavours  with  happy 
and  growing  furcefs,  to  prevent  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpiri- 
tuous  lic^uors.  In  accompliihing  this  benevolent  purpofe,  on 
which  fo  much  of  the  profperity  and  glory  of  their  empire 
depends,  every  gocxi  citizen  in  the  Union  ought  cheerfully  to 
lend  his  aid  and  influence.  A&  one  important  flep  tuvrards 
^^  cifefling  their  dcfign,  they   are  encouraging  breweries,  which 

are  fail  incrcafing.  There  are  fourteen  already  in  the  city,  and 
feven  or  eight  in  the  country.  The  incrcafc  of  the  confump- 
iion  of  beer,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  pafl,  in  every  part 
of  America,  and  particularly  in  Pennfylvania,  has  been  afioniiTi- 
ing.  It  has  become  a  faihionable  drink,  and  it  is  not  impro- 
bable, but  that  in  a  few  years  it  will  come  into  univcrfal  ufe 
among  all  clafles  of  people.  In  proportion  as  the  ufe  of  beer 
increafes,  in  the  fame  proportion  will  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors  decreafe.  This  will  be  a  happy  change.  The  Philadel- 
phia porter,  which  is  exported  to  various  parts,  is  reckoned 
equal  to  that  which  is  manufa£lured  in  London. 

In  Ihort,  whether  we  confider  the  local  fituation,  the  fize, 
the  beauty,  the  variety  and  utility  of  the  improvements  in 
.  mechanics,  agriculture,  and  manufaftures,  or  the  induftry,  the 
cnterprize,  the  humanity,  and  the  abilities  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  merits  to  be  viewed  as  the  capi- 
^'ilMj^  the  flourifhing  empire  of  United  America. 

LANCASTER. 


The  borough  «f  Lancaller  is  the  largcft  inland  town  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  the  feat  of  juftice  in  Lancaftcr  county, 
and  {lands  on  Coneftoga  creek,  fixty-fix  miles,  a  little  to  the 
north  of  the  weft  from  Philadelphia.  Its  trade  is  already  large, 
and  muft  increale  in  proportion  as  the  furrounding  country  po- 
pulates. It  contains  about  feven  or  eight  hundred  houfes,  be- 
Udes  a  moil  elegant  court  houfc  a  .iiuflibil^' of  handfomc  chur- 
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chcs,  and  other  public  buildings,  and  about  five  thoufdnd  inha- 
bitants, a  great  proportion  of  whom  are  manufaflurers. 


CARLISLE. 

Carlifle  is  the  feat  oF  juflice  in  Cumberland  cnuntv,  and  is 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  weftward  of  Philadelphin.  It 
contains  upwards  of  fixteen  hundred  inhabitants,  who  live  in 
more  than  three  hundred  fto'ic  houfes,  and  worfliip  in  three 
churches.  They  have  alfo  a  court  Koule  and  a  college.  Forty 
years  ago,  this  i'pot  was  a  wildernefs,  and  inhabited  by  In- 
dians and  wild  beafts.  A  like  inftance  of  the  rapid  progrcfs 
of  the  arts  of  civilized  life  is  icarcely  to  be  found  in  hiilury. 

riTtsBtrncH, 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  weftward  of  Philadelphia,  is  beautifully 
fituated  on  a  large  plain,  which  is  the  point  of  land  between  the 
Allegany  and  Monongahela  rivrr,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  above  their  confluence,  in  latitude  40"  26'  north.  It  con- 
tains about  two  hundred  houfes,  flores,  and  (hops,  and  about  a 
thoufand  inhabitants,  who  are  chiefly  I'rcfbytci  ians,  and  £pii- 
copalians.  The  furrounding  country  is  very  hilly,  but  good 
land,  and  well  ftored  with  excellent  coal.  The  rivers  abound 
with. fine  fifh,  fuch  as  pike,  perch,  and  cat  fifh,  which  are  all 
much  larger  than  the  fame  fpecies  on  the  eaftcrn  fide  of  the 
mountains. 

This  town  is  laid  out  on  Penn's  plan,  and  ts  a  thoroughfare 
for  travellers  from  the  Eaflern  and  Middle  States,  to  the  Icttle- 
ment  on  the  Ohio,  , , 

»U  NBU  R  V. 

The  fhire  town  of  Northumberland  county,  is  fituated  on  the 
caft  fide  of  Sufquehannah  river,  juft  below  the  jiinftion  of  the 
eaft  and  weft  branches,  in  about  latitude  40*^  53',  and  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  north-weft  from  Philadelphia,  and 
contains  about  one  hundred  houfes. 


■>i*l 


BETHLEHEM. 


Bethlehem  is  fituated  on  the  river  Lehigh,  a  weftern  branch 
of  the  Delaware,  fifty-three  miles  north  of  Philadelphia,  in  lati- 
tude 40*^  37'.  The  town  being  built  partly  on  high  rifing  ground, 
and  partly  on  the   lower   banks  of  the   Manakes,  a  &ne  creek* 
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which  affords  trout  and  other  (i(h,  has  a  very  pleafant  and 
heahhy  fituaiion,  and  is  frequently  vifited  in  the  fummer  (cafon 
byger\tiy  from  different  parts.  The  prorpc£l  is  not  extenfive, 
being  bounded  very  near  by  a  chain  of  the  Lehigh  hills.  To 
the  northwurd  is  a  trafl  of  land  called  the  dry  lands. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted  to 
between  five  and  fix  hundred,  and  the  houlcs  were  about  fixty 
in  number,  moflly  good  flrong  buildings  of  limc>(lone.  The 
town  has  fincc  cunt'tderably  increafed,  and  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants at  prefcnt  are  about  one  thouland. 

Befidcs  the  church  or  public  mccting-hall,  there  are  three 
large  fpacious  buildings,  &c. 

t.  The  finglc  brethren's  or  young  men's  houfe,  facing  the 
tnain  flrect  or  public  road.  Here  the  greateft  part  of  the  iingle 
tradefmen,  journeymen,  and  apprentices  of  the  town  are  board- 
ed  at  a  moderate  rate,  under  the  Infpeflion  of  an  elder  and 
warden,  and  have,  bcfides  the  public  meetings,  their  houfe  for 
devotions,  and  morning  and  evening  prayers.  Different  trades 
are  carried  on  in  the  houfe  for  the  benefit  of  the  lame. 

2.  The  fingle  fillers,  or  young  women's  houfe,  where  they 
live  under  the  care  of  female  infpeflors.  Such  as  are  not 
employed  in  private  families,  earn  their  bread  moilly  by  fpin- 
ning,  lowing,  fine  needle-work,  knitting,  and  other  female  oc- 
cupations. 

Though  this  houfe  has  its  particular  regulations  to  preferve 
order  and  decorum,  and  may  perhaps  bear  fome  refemblance 
to  a  nunnery,  being  fometimcs  improperly  fo  called,  yet  the 
plan  is  very  different.  The  ladies  are  at  liberty  to  go  about 
their  bufinefs  in  the  town,  or  to  take  a  walk  for  recreation ; 
and  fome  are  employed  in  private  families,  or  live  with  their 
parents ;  neither  are  they  bound  to  remain  fingle,  for  every  year 
a  number  of  them  enter  into  the  married  flate. 

As  to  their  almofl  uniform  drels,  the  women  in  general,  for 
the  falfe  of  avoiding  extravagance,  and  the  follies  of  fafhion, 
have  hitherto  kept  to  a  particular  fimplc  drefs,  introduced  among 
them  by  the  Germans  many  years  ago. 

3.  The  houie  for  the  widow  women  ;  where  fuch  as  have 
not  a  houfe  of  their  own,  or  means  to  have  their  own  houfe 
furnifhed,  live  nearly  in  the  fame  way  as  do  the  fingle  fiftcrs. 
Such  as  are  poor,  infirm,  and  fuperannuated,  are  afTifled  or 
maintained  by  the  congregation,  as  is  the  cafe  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  fame  that  are  not  able  to  obtain  fubfi  Hence  for 
themfelves. 
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There  is,  befides,  ad  inlUtution  of  a  focicty  oF  married  men, 
begun  fince  the  year  1770,  for  the  lupport  of  their  widowi. 
A  conftderable  fund  or  principal  has  been  railed  by  them,  tM 
intered  of  which,  as  well  as  the  yearly  contributions  of  the 
members,  is  regularly  divided  among  the  widows  whofc  huf- 
bands  have  been  members  of  tlie  inditutiun. 

In  the  houfe  adjoining  the  church  is  the  fchool  for  girls  ;  and 
fince  the  year  1787,  a  boarding  ichool  for  young  ladies  from 
dilTercnt  parts,  who  are  in(lru£led  in  reading  and  writing,  both 
£ngli(h  and  German,  grammar,  arithmetic,  hiftory,  geography, 
needle- work,  muftc,  &c. 

The  minifler  of  the  place  has  the  fpecial  care  and  infpeflion 
of  this  as  well  as  of  the  boys  ichool,  which  is  kept  in  a  (cpa- 
rate  houfe,  fitted  to  that  purpofe,  and  are  taught  reading  and 
writing  in  both  languages,  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
arithmetic,  &c.  Thclc  I'chools,  efpecially  hat  for  the  yc  ang 
ladies,  arc  defervedly  in  very  high  repute,  and  fchola.s,  more 
than  can  be  accommodated,  are  o/Fered  from  aU  par  s  of  the 
United  States. 

Befides  the  different  houfes  for  private  tradcfmen,  mechan  ", 
and  others,  there  is  a  public  tayern  at  the  north  end  o'  the 
town,  with  good  accommodations ;  alfo  a  (lore,  w'  '  1  general 
'affortment  of  goods;  an  apothecary's  {hop  ;  a  larg;  f'aim  yard  ; 
and  on  the  lower  part,  on  Manages  creek,  is  a  large  tan  yard, 
a  currier's  and  dyer's  (hop,  a  grift  mill,  fulling  mill,  oil  mill 
and  faw  mill ;  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Lehigh,  is  a  brewery. 

The  town  is  fupplied  with  good  water  from  a  fpring, 
which  being  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  is  railed  up  the 
hill  by  a  machine  of  a  very  fimple  con(lru£Jt:ion,  to  the  height 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  feet,  into  a  rcfervoir,  whence  it 
is  conduced  by  pipes  into  the  feveral  (treets  and  public 
buildings  of  the  town. 

The  ferry  acrois  the  river  is  of  fn*  ji  varticular  contrivance, 
that  a  ^at,  large  enough  to  carry  a  team  of  fix  horl'cs,  runs  on 
a  ftrong  rope  ftxed  and  ftretched  acrofs ;  and,  by  the  mere 
force  of  the  ftream,  without  any  other  alTiftance,  crofles  the 
river  backwards  and  forwards  ,  the  flat  always  being  put  in  an 
oblique  dire£lion,  with  its  foremoft  end  verging  towards  the 
line  defcribed  by  th.;  rope. 

The  greater  patt  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  people  in 
the  neighbourhood,  being  of  German  cxtraftion,  this  language 
is  more  in  ufe  than  the  Engliih.  The  latter,  however,  is  taught 
m  the  fchools,  and  divine  fervice  is  performed  in  both  languages. 

3^2 
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NAZARETH.  i 

Nazareth  is  ten  miici  north  from  Bethlehem,  and  fjxty-thret; 
north  from  Philadelphia  ;  it  is  a  traft  of  good  land,  contsining 
about  five  thoufand  acres,  purchafed  originally  by  the  Rev.  Mi. 
George  Whitfield  in  1740,  and  fold  two  years  after  to  the 
brethren.  The  town  was  laid  out  almoft  in  the  center  of  this 
traft  in  1772.  Two  ftreets  crofs  each  other  at  right  angles, 
and  form  a  Iquare  in  the  middle,  of  three  hundred  and  forty, 
by  two  hundred  feet.  The  largeft  building  is  a  ftone  houfe, 
ereftcd  in  1755,  named  Nazareth  hall,  ninety-eight  by  forty- 
fix  long,  and  fifty-four  in  height.  In  the  lowermoft  (lory  is  a 
fpacious  meeting  hall,  or  church  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  houfe 
is  chiefly  lotted  for  a  boalding-fchool,  where  youth,  from  dif- 
ferent parts,  are  under  the  care  and  infpeftion  of  the  minifter 
of  the  place  and  feveral  tutors,  and  arc  in(lru£l:ed  in  the  Englifh, 
German,  Latin,  and  french  languages;  in  hiftorv,  geography^ 
book-keeping,  mathematics,  mufic,  drawing,  and  other  fciences. 
The  front  of  the  houfe  f.ipes  a  large  fquare  open  to  the  fouth, 
adjoining  a  fine  piece  of  meadow  ground,  and  commands  a  moH 
beautiful  and  exteufive  profpeft,  Another  elegant  building  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  Naz;ireth  hall  is  inhabited  by  fingle  fiftors,  who 
have  the  fame  regulations  and  way  of  living  as  thofe  in  Bethle- 
hem. Befides  their  .  principal  manufaftory  for  fpinning  and 
twifting  cotton,  they  have  lately  begun  to  draw  wax  tapers. 

At  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  aforel'aid  fquarg,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  town,  is  the  fingle  brethren's  houfe,  and  on  the 
Ci'll  iouth-eaft  corner  a  ftore.  On  the  fouthermofl;  end  of  the 
ftrcet  is  a  good  tavern,  The  houl'es  are,  a  few  excepted,  huilt 
of  lime  (lone,  one  or  two  ftorics  high,  inhabited  by  tradefnicn 
and  mechanics,  moftly  of  German  extraftion.  The  inhabitants 
are  fupplied  with  water  conveyed  to  them  hy  pipe*  from  a  fine 
fpring  near  the  town,  The  place  is  noted  for  having  an  exceed- 
ingly pleafant  fituation,  and  enjoying  a  pure  a:id  lalubrious  air. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  and  farms  belonging  to 
it,  Schocncck  included,  conflituting  one  congregntion,  and 
meeting  for  divine  feryice  on  Sundays  ana  holidays  at  Nazareth 
hall,  was,  in  the  year  1  788,  about  four  hundred  and  fifty,  fince 
yhich  time  they  are  confiderably  increalied, 


LIT  I  2. 


Litiz  is  in  Lanca/ter  county  and  Warwick  townflrip,   eight 
fpijcs  from  Lancafter,  and  fevcnty  miles  well  from  rhiladclijiia, 
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This  fettlemcnt  was  begun  in  the  year  1757.  There  arc  now, 
befides  an  elegant  church,  and  the  houfes  of  the  Angle  brethren 
and  fingle  fillers,  which  form  a  large  fquare,  a  number  of  houfeS 
for  private  families,  with  a  ftore  and  tavern,  all  in  one  flreet. 
There  is  alio  a  good  farm  and  feveral  mill  works  belonging  to 
the  phice.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  including  thofe  that  be- 
long to  Litiz  congregation,  living  on  their  farms  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, amounted  in  1787,  to  upwards  of  three  hundred. 

The  three  lad-mentioned  towns  are  fettled  chiefly  by  Moravir 
ans,  or  the  United  Brethren, 


HARRISBURCH. 

Hanilburgh,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  but  legally  ftiled  Loaif- 
burgh,  is  the  principal  town  in  Dauphin  county,  is  a  very 
flourifhing  place,  about  one  hundred  miles  weft  by  north  from 
Philadelphia.  It  contained,  in  1789,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
dwelling  houfes,  a  ftone  gaol,  and  a  German  church.  At  that 
period  it  had  been  fettled  but  about  three  years. 

WASHINGTON, 

Three  hundred  miles  weft  of  Philadelphia,  and  beyond  the 
Ohio,  has  been  fettled  fince  the  war,  and  is  remarkable  for  tho 
variety  of  its  manufaftures  for  fo  young  and  interior  a  town  ;  it 
has  thirty-two  manufaftures  of  twenty-two  different  kinds. 

fiefides  the  towns  already  defertcd  there  arc  feveral  others  of 
confiderable  growth;  a  large  city  is  alfo  laid  out  at  Pref(|ue  Iflc 
en  Lake  Erie, 

POPULATION. 

In  the  grand  convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1787,  the  in- 
habitants in  this  State  were  reckoned  at  three  hundred  and 
fixty  thoufand.  In  1 790,  according  to  the  cenfus  then  taken, 
they  were  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand,  three  hundred 
and  feventy-three,  being  an  increafe  of  fcventy-four  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  feventy-thrce,  or  twenty-four  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety-one  per  ann.  Reckoning  only  on  the  fame  proportion 
of  increafe,  the  prefcnt  number  of  inhabitants  in  Pennfylvania 
cannot  be  much  lefs  than  five  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand.  The 
number  of  militia  in  this  State  is  eftimated  at  about  one  hundred 
Ithoufand,  between  eighteen  and  fifty-three  years  of  age. 

The  following  table  fhews  the  proportionate  population  of 
ej»ch  country,  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1 790. 
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145 
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9 
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12 
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3425 
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48 

282 

3737 
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106948 
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434373. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER, 

,  The  fituation  of  religion  and  religious  rights  and  liberty  in 
Pennfylvania  is  a  m?.cer  that  dcferves  the  attention  of  all  iober 
and  well  difpofed  people,  who  may  have  thoughts  of  I'eeking 
the  enjoyment  of  civil  and  rtligious  liberty  in  America.  This 
State  always  afforded  an  afylum  to  the  perl'ccutcd  icfts  of  Eui- 
rope.  No  church  or  lociety  ever  was  cdabliflicJ  here,  no  tithes 
fit   tenths  can  be   demanded ;  and  though   lome   regulations  of 
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the  crown  of  England  excluded  two  churches  from  a  fhare  in 
the  government  of  the  province,  thefe  are  now  done  away 
with  regard  to  every  religious  fociety  whatever.  A  conven- 
tion of  fpeciai  reprefentativcs  of  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania 
have  had  under  confideration  all  the  errors  that  had  inadvertent- 
ly crept  into  their  conflitution  and  frame  of  government,  and, 
in  the  a6l  they  have  publiflied  for  the  examination  of  the  peo- 
ple, they  have  rejefted  the  detejlable  half-toay  do6lrinc  of  Tolera- 
tion, and  have  ejtablijhed,  upon  firm  and  perfeftly  equal  ground, 
all  denominations  of  religious  men.  By  the  provifions  of  the 
new  code,  a  Proteftant,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  Hebrew,  may 
eleft  or  be  elefted  to  any  office  in  the  State,  and  purfue  any 
lawful  calling,  occupation,  or  profeffion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pennfyivania  are  principally  the  defcen- 
dants  of  the  Englifh,  Irifh  and  Germans,  with  fome  Scotch, 
Welch,  Swedes  and  a  few  Dutch.  There  are  alfo  many  of  the 
Irilh  and  Germans  who  emigrated  whan  young  or  middle-aged. 
The  Friends  and  Epifcopalians  are  chiefly  of  Englifh  extra£lion, 
and  compofe  about  one-third  of  the  inhabitants.  They  live 
principally  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  counties  of 
Chefter,  Philadelphia,  Bucks  and  Montgomery.  The  Irifh  are 
moftly  Prefbyterians,  but  fome  Catholics.  Their  anceflora 
came  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  which  was  originally  fettled 
from  Scotland  ;  hence  they  have  fometimes  been  called  Scotch 
Irifti,  to  denote  their  double  defcent ;  but  they  are  commonly 
and  more  properly  called  Irifh,  or  the  defcendants  of  people 
from  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  inhabit  the  weflern  and  fron- 
tier counties,  and  are  numerous. 

The  Germans  compofe  about  one  quarter  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Pennfyivania.  They  a/e  mofl  numerous  in  the  north  parts  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia, 
Montgomery,  Bucks,  Dauphin,  Lancafler,  York,  and  North- 
ampton, moflly  in  the  four  laft,  and  axe  fpreading  in  other 
parts.  They  confifl  of  Lutherans  (who  are  the  moft  numerous 
left)  Calvinifts  or  Reformed  Church,  Moravians,  Catholics^ 
Mennonifts,  Tunkers  (corruptly  called  Dunkers)  and  Zwingfel- 
ters,  who  are  a  fpecics  of  Quakers.  Thefe  are  all  diflinguifhed 
for  their  temperance,  induftry,  and  economy. 

The  Germans  have  ufually  fifteen  of  fixty-nine  members  ia 
the  Affembly ;  and  fome  of  them  have  arifen  to  the  firfl  honors 
in  the  State,  and  now  fill  a  number  of  the  higher  offices ;  yet 
the  body  of  them  want  education.  A  literary  fpirit  has  how- 
ever of  late  been  increafing  among  them. 
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The  Baptifts,  except  the  Mennontd  and  Tunker  Baptifls, 
who  arc  Germans,  arc  chiefly  the  defcendants  of  emigrants 
from  Wales,  and  are  not  numerous.  A  proportionate  affcni. 
blagc  of  the  national  prejudices,  the  manners,  cufloms,  religi- 
ons, and  political  lentiments  of  all  thefe,  will  form  the  Pcnn- 
i'ylvanian  charafter.  As  the  leading  traits  in  this  charafter,  thus 
conflituted,  we  may  venture  to  mention,  indullry,  frugality, 
bordering  in  fome  inftances  on  parfimor/,  enterprize,  a  tafle 
and  ability  for  improvements  in  mechanics,  in  manufafturcs, 
in  agriculture,  in  public  buildings  and  inftitutions,  in  commeicc, 
and  in  the  liberal  I'ciences  ;  temperance,  plainnefs,  and  limplicity 
in  drefs  and  manners  ;  pride  and  humility  in  their  extremes ; 
inofFenfivenei's  and  intrigue;  and  in  regard  to  religion,  varietv 
and  HARMONY.  Such  appear  to  be  the  diHinguiihing  traits  in 
the  coHeftive  Pennfylvanian  chara£ler. 

LITERARY,  HUMANE,  AND  OTHER  USEFUL 

SOCIETIES. 


Thefe  are  more  numerous  and  flourifhing  in  Pennfylvanin, 
than  in  any  of  the  United  States.  The  names  of  the  principal 
of  thefe  improving  inftitutions,  the  times  when  they  were  cfta- 
blilhed,  and  the  fummary  of  the  benevolent  dcfigns  they  were 
intended  to  accomplifli,   will  be  mentioned  in   their  order. 

1.  The  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Philadel- 
phia, for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge.  This  fociety  was  formed 
January  ad,  1769,  by  the  union  of  two  other  literary  locicties 
that  had  fubfifted  for  fom<»  time  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  crea- 
ted one  body  corporate  and  politic,  with  fuch  powers,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities  as  are  neceflary  for  anfwering  the  valua- 
ble purpofes  which  the  fociety  had  originally  in  view,  bv  a 
charter  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvanla,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1780.  This  fociety  have  already  puhliflied 
three  very  valuable  volumes  of  their  tranfaftions  ;  one  in  1771, 
one  in  1786,  and  the  other  in  1793. 

In  1771,  this  fociety  confifted  of  nearly  three  hundred  mem- 
bers ;  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  have  fince  been 
added  -,  a  large  proportion  of  which  are  perfons  of  the  lirft 
diftinftion  in  Europe. 

Their  charter  allows  them  to  hold  lands,  jn'fts,  &c.  to  the 
aitiount  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  ten  thoulauds  buihels  of 
wheat.     The  number  of  members  is  not  limited. 
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2i  The  fociety  for  promoting  Political  Inquiries,  confifllng  of 
fifty  members,  inftitutcd  in  February,   1787. 

3.  The  College  of  Phyficians,  inftitutcd  in  1787,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  medical,  anatomical,  and  chemical  knowledge,  incor- 
porated by  aft  of  Affembly,  March,  1789. 

4.  The  Pcnnfylvania  Hofpital,  a  humane  inftitution,  which 
was  firft  meditated  in  175c,  and  carried  into  efFcft  by  means  of 
a  liberal  fubicriptioh  of  about  3000I.  and  by  the  alR (lance  of 
the  An'etnbly,  who,  in  1751,  granted  as  much  more  for  the 
purpofe.  Tiie  prefent  building  was  begun  in  1754,  and  fini Hi- 
ed in  1756.  This  hofpital  is  under  the  direftfon  of  twelve  ma- 
nagers, chofen  annually,  and  is  vifited  every  year  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  AH'cmbly.  The  accounts  of  the  managers  ar« 
fubmitted  to  the  inl'peftion  of  the  Icgiflaturc.  Six  phyCicians 
attend  gratis,  and  generally  prefcribe  twice  or  three  times  in  a 
week,  in  their  turns.  This  hofpital  is  the  general  receptacle 
of  lunatics  and  madmen,  and  of  thofe  alFcftcd  with  other  dif- 
orders,  and  are  unable  to  fupport  themfelvcs.  ^  Here  they  arc 
humanely  treated  and  well  provided  for. 

5.  The  Philadelphia  Difpenfary,  for  the  medical  relief  of  the 
^oor.  This  benevolent  inftitutlon  was  eftabliflied'  on  the  1  2th 
of  April,  1786,  and  is  fupportcd  by  annual  lubfcriptions  of 
thirty-five  fhillings  each  perfon.  No  lefs  than  eighteen  hun- 
dred patients  were  admitted  within  fixtcen  months  after  the 
firft  opening  of  the  difpenfary.  It  is  under  the  direftion  of 
twelve  managers  and  fix  phyficians,  all  of  whom  attend  gratis. 
This  inftitution  exhibits  an  application  of  fomething  like  the 
mechanical  powers  to  tlie  purpofes  oF  hurnanity.  The  greateft 
quantity  of  good  is  produced  tliis  way  witli  the  Icaft  money. 
Five  hundred  pounds  a  year  defrays  all  the  cxpcnfcs  of  the 
inftitution.  The  poor  arc  taken  care  of  in  ihcir  own  houfes, 
and  provide  evcjy  thing  for  themlelvcs,  except  medicines,  cor- 
dials, drinks,    &c. 

6.  The  Pcnnfylvania  Society,  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
flavcry,  and  the  relief  of  free  negroes  Unlawfully  held  in 
bondage.  This  fociety  was  begun  in  1774?  and  enlarged  on 
the  :>3d  of  April,  1787.  The  oificcrs  of  tlie  fociety  confift  of 
a  prefident,  two  vice-prcfidents,  two  foeretarics,  a  treafurcr, 
four  counfellors,  an  electing  committee  of  twelve,  and  an  afting 
committee  of  fix  members  ;  all  of  whom,  except  the  laft,  are 
to  be  chofen  annually  by  ballot  on  the  firft  Monday  in  January. 
The  fociety  meet  quarterly,  and   each  member  contributes  ten 
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fhillings  annually,  in  quarterly  payments,  towards  defraying  its 
contingent  expcnfes. 

The  legiHiiturc  of  this  State  have  favoured  the  humane  dc- 
figns  of  this  locicty,  by  "  An  aft  for  the  gradv^al  Abolition  of 
Slavery,"  palled  on  the  firft  of  March,  1780  ;  wherein,  among 
other  things,  it  is  ordained,  that  no  pcrion  born  within  the 
State,  after  the  pufling  of  the  aft,  fhall  be  conftdcrcd  as  a  Icr- 
vant  for  life  ;  and  all  perpetual  flavery  is  by  this  aft  for  ever 
aboliflicd.  The  aft  provides,  that  tliofe  who  would  in  calc  this 
aft  had  not  been  made,  have  been  born  fervants  or  flavcs,  fliall 
be  deemed  fuch,  till  they  ftall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years ;  hut  they  are  to  be  treated  in  all  rcipcfts  as  Icrvants 
bound  by  indenture  for  four  years. 

7.  The  Society  of  the  United  Brethren,  for  propagating  the 
golpel  an»ng  the  heathens,  inditutcd  in  1787,  to  be  held 
ftatcdly  at  Bethlehem,  An  aft,  incorporating  this  focicty,  and 
inverting  it  with  all  necelfary  powers  and  privileges  for  actom- 
plifliing  its  pious  defigns,  was  pafied  by  the  legiilaturc  of  the 
State  en  the  27th  of  February,  1788.  They  can  hold  lands, 
houles,  &c.  to  the  annual  amount  of  two  thouland  poupds. 

Thcfe  pious  Brethren,  commonly  called  Moravians,  began  a 
mifTion  among  the  Mahikan,  Wampano,  Delaware,  Shawanoe, 
Nantikok  and  other  Indians,  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  were 
fo  iuccelsful,  as  to  have  baptized  more  than  one  thoufand  fouls 
on  a  profeflion  of  Chrillianity.  Six  hundred  of  thefe  have 
died  in  the  Chrillian  faith  ;  about  three  hundred  live  with  the 
inifTionaries  near  lake  Erie,  and  the  reft  are  either  dead  or 
apoftates  in  the  wildernefs, 

8.  The  Pcnnfylvania  Society,  for  the  cncoumgcment  of  ma- 
nufatlures  and  uleful  arts,  inftituted  in  1787,  open  for  the 
reception  of  every  citizen  in  the  United  States  wliich  will 
fulfil  the  engagements  of  a  member  of  the  fame.  The  lociety 
is  under  the  direftion  of  a  prefident,  four  vice-prehdents  and 
twelve  managers,  belides  fubordinatc  officers.  Each  member, 
on  his  admifllon,  pays  ten  fliiHings  at  lead  into  the  general 
fund  ;  and  the  fame  fum  annually,  till  he  fhull  cefifc  to  be 
a  member. 

Befides  thefe,  a  very  refpeftable  infurance  company  has  lately 
been  eftabliflied  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  capital  of  fix  hundred 
thouiand  dollars,  who  have  commenced  bufincls  to  advantage. 
There  are  alfo  a  Society  for  alleviating  the  Miferics  of  PrilonS; 
a  Humane  Society,  for  the  recovering  and  reftoring  to  life  the 
budics  of    drowned    perlons,   inllituted    in    1770,   under  the 
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direftton  of  thirteen  managers ;  a  Society  for  the  aid  and  pro- 
teftion  of  Irifh  emigrants  ;  and  a  Society  for  the  adiflance  and 
advice  of  Emigrants  in  general — This  Society  is  on  a  very  ref- 
pc£lable  footing,  and  numerous  inftances  occur  where  this 
friendly  interference  for  the  emigrant  (Iranger,  has  been  at- 
tended with  the  mod  beneficial  contcquences.  • 

Alfo,  an  Agricultural  Society,  a  Society  for  German  emi- 
grants; a  Marine  Society,  confilling  of  captains  of  vcflcls  ;  a 
Charitable  Society  for  the  fupport  of  widows  and  families  of 
Prefbyterian  clergymen  ;  and  St.  George's,  St.  Andrew's,  and 
the  Hibernian  Charitable  Societies.  Muft  of  theie  locictics  are 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

COLLEGES,  ACADEMIES,  AND  SCHOOLS. 

From  the  enterpriling  and  literary  fpirit  of  the  Pennfylva- 
nians,  we  (hould  naturally  conclude,  what  is  fa6t,  that  thclc  are 
numerous. 

In  Philadelphia  is  the  univcrfity  of  Ecnnfylvania,  founded 
and  endowed  by  the  Icgiflaturc  during  the  war.  Profcflorlhips 
arc  eflablifhed  in  all  the  libcml  arts  and  iciences,  and  a  complete 
courlc  of  education  may  be  purfued  here  from  the  fuft  rudi- 
ments of  literature  to  the  hiehcfl  branches  of  fcience. 

The  college  and  academy  of  Philadelphia  was  founded  by 
charter  between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  and  endowed  by 
fublcriptions  of  liberal-minded  perfons.  Though  this  inftitutiou 
was  interrupted  in  its  progrels  for  ieveral  years  during  the 
late  war,  yet  being  re-cftablifhcd  fince  the  peace,  it  has  rapidly 
recovered  its  former  ftate  of  profperity,  and  to  the  bench  of 
profeiTors  has  lately  been  added  one  of  common  and  federal  law, 
which  renders  it  in  reality,  thou«h  not  in  name,  an  univerfity. 
An  a£l  to  unite  thefe  two  inditutions  has  paflcd  the  legifluture. 
By  their  union  they  will  conftitutc  one  of  the  jnoft  rcipe6labl» 
fcminaries  of  learning  in  the  United  States. 

Dickinfon  College,  at  Carliflc,  an  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
weftward  of  Philadelphia,  was  founded  in  1783,  and  has  a  prin- 
cipal, three  profeffors,  a  philolbphical  apparatus,  a  library  con- 
fiding of  nearly  three  thoufand  volumes,  four  thouiand  pounds 
in  funded  certificates,  and  ten  thouiand  acres  of  land  ;  the  lad, 
the  donation  of  the  State.  In  1787,  there  were  eighty  dudents 
belonging  to  this  college  :  this  number  is  annually  increafing. 
It  was  named  after  his  Excellency  John  Dickinfon,  author  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Farmer's  Letters,  ahd  formerly  prelident  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State. 
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In  1787,  a  college  was  founded  at  Lancailer,  fixty-fix  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  and  honoured  with  the  name  of  Franklin 
college,  after  his  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin.  This  college  is 
for  the  Germ.ins,  in  which  they  may  educate  their,  youth  in 
their  own  language,  and  in  confcrmity  to  their  own  habits. 
The  En^ifh  language,  however,  is  taught  in  it.  Its  endow, 
ments  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  Dickinfon  college.  Its 
truflees  confift  of  Lutherans,  Pre{J>yterians,  and  CalviniAs,  of 
each  an  equal  number.  Tbe  principal  i^  a  Lutheran,  and  the 
yicc-prlncipal  is  a  Calvinifl.  , 

The  Epifcopalians  have  an  academy  at  York  town,  in  York 
county.  There  are  alio  academies  at  German  town,  at  Pittfburg, 
at  Wafhington,  at  Allen's  town,  and  other  places ;  thele  are 
endowed  by  donations  from  the  legifl  lu.e,  and  by  liberal  con- 
tribution^ of  individuals. 

The  Ichools  for  young  men  and  women  in  Bethlehem  and 
Nazareth,  under  the  dircftion  of  the  people  called  Moravians, 
arc  upon  the  bed  eftabhfliment  of  any  fchools  in  America. 
B^ifidct.  ihcfe,  there  are  private  fchools  in  different  parts  of  the 
Stale  ;  and  to  promote  the  education  of  poor  children,  the  State 
have  appropriated  a  large  traft  of  land  for  the  eftabliftiment 
pf  free  Ichools,  A  great  proportion  of  the  labouring  people 
auioiig  liiu  Germans  and  Iridi  are,  however,  extremely  ignorant. 

NEW   INVENTIONS; 

'      .  '         ■     .    .  ■.        \ 

Thefc  have  been  numerous  and  ufeful.  ,  Among  others  arc 
the  following  ;  a  new  model  of  the  planetary  worlds,  by  Mr. 
Rittenhoulc,  commonly,  but  improperly,  called  an  orrery ;  a 
quadrant,  by  Mr.  Godfrey,  called  by  the  plagiary  nanK  of  Had- 
Icy's  quadrant ;  a  fleam  boat,  fo  conftrufted,  as  that,  by  the 
aflillance  of  fteam.  operating  on  certain  machinery  within  the 
|x>at,  it  moves  with  confiderable  rapidity  againfl:  the  flrcam 
without  the  aid  of  hands.  Mcff.  Fitch  and  Rumfay  contend  with 
each  other  for  the  honour  of  this  invention,  Beftdes  thefc, 
there  have  been  invented  many  manufafluring  machines  for 
carding,  fpinning,  winnowing,  &c.  which  peform  an  immcnle 
^eal  of  work  with  very  little  manual  affiflance. 
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The  Conjiitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn/ylvania,  as  ratified 
in  Convention  the  id  day  of  September,  1790. 

WE,  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pcnnfylvania,  orr 
dain  and  edablifh  this  conftitution  for  its  government. 

Aiticle  I.  The  legiflative  power  of  this  commonwealth  (hall 
be  veiled  in  a  general  Aflfembly,  which  ihaU  confift  of  a  fenate 
and  houfe  of  reprcfentatives. 

II.  The  rcprefentatives  fhall  be.chofen  annually  by  the  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each  county  refpcftively,  oi» 
the  Tecond  Tuefday  of  Oftober. 

III.  No  perfon  (hall  be  a  reprefentative  who  (hall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  h^ve  been  a  citizen 
and  inhabitant  of  the  State  three  years  next  preceding  his  elecr 
lion,  and  the  laft  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  or 
county  in  which  he  fliall  be  chofen  ;  unlcfs  he  (hall  have  been 
abfent  on  the  public  bufinefs  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
State.  No  perfon  refiding  within  any  city,  town  or  borough, 
which  (hall  be  entitled  to  a  feparate  repreCentation,  (hall  be 
elefted  a  member  for  any  county  ;  nor  (hall  any  perfon,  refid- 
ing without  the  limits  of  any  fuch  city,  town  or  borough,  be 
defied  a  member  therefor.  * 

IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  (irft  meeting  of  the  general 
Affembly,  and  within  every  fubfequent  term  of  feven  years,  an 
enumeration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  fliall  be  made,  in  fuch 
manner  as  (hall  be  direfled  by  law.  The  number  of  rcprefen- 
tatives (hall,  at  the  (everal  periods  of  making  fuch  enumera- 
lion,  be  (ixcd  by  the  Icgiflature,  and  apportioned  among  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  feveral  counties,  according  to  the 
number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  ;  and  (hall  never  be  Icfs 
than  (ixty,  nor  greater  than  one  hundred.  Each  county  fhall 
have,  at  lead,  one  reprefentative ;  'but  no  county,  hereafter 
crcfted,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  feparate  reprefentation,  until  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  (hall  be  contained  within 
it,  to  entitle  them  to  one  reprelentative,  agreeable  to  the  ratio 
which  fhall  then  be  eftablilhed. 

V.  The  fenators  (hall  be  chofen  for  four  years  by  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  leveral  counties,  at  the  fame  time, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  at  the  fame  places,  where  they  (hall 
vote  for  reprelentatives. 

VI.  The  number  of  fenators  (hall,  at  the  feveral  periods  of 
paking   the    enumeration    before   mentioned,  be  (ixed   by   tiic 
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legiflature,  and  apportioned  among  the  di(lri£ls  formed  as  here, 
in  after  direfled,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
in  each  ;  and  (hall  never  be  lefs  than  one- fourth,  nor  greater 
than  one-third,  of  the  number  of  reprcfcntntives. 

VII.  The  fenators  (hall  be  chofen  in  diflrifla  to  be  formed 
l)y  the  legiflature  ;  each  di(tri6l  containing  fuch  a  number  of  taxa- 
ble inhabitants  as  (hall  be  entitled  to  eleft  not  more  than  four 
fenators.  When  a  didriA  (hall  be  compofcd  of  two  or  more 
counties,  they  (hall  be  adjoining.  Neither  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia,  nor  any  county,  (hall  be  divided  in  forming  a  di(lri£l. 

VIII.  No  perfon  (hall  be  a  fcnator,  who  (hall  not  have  at- 
tained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and 
inhabitant  of  the  State  four  years  next  before  his  elc£lion,  and 
the  laft  yestr  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  diftridl  for  which  he 
Ihall  be  chofen  ;  unlefs  he  (hall  have  been  abfent  on  public  bu« 
(in*fs  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  Slate. 

IX.  Immediately  after  the  fenators  fliall  be  afTcmbled,  in  con- 
(cquence  of  the  fir  ft  rledion,  (ubfequent  to  tht  (irft  enumera- 
tion, they  (hall  be  divided  by  lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into 
fdur  clades.  Th^  feats  of  the  fenators  of  the  flrft  clals,  (hall 
be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  (irft  year  ;  of  the  fecond 
clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  iecond  year  ;  of  the  third  clafs, 
at  the  expiraUon  of  the  third  year  ;  and  of  the  fourth  clafs,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year  ;  fo  that  one-fourth  may  be 
chofen  every  year, 

X.  The  general  AfTcmbly  (hall  meet  on  the  ftrft  Tuefday  of 
December  in  every  year,  unlels  (boner  convened  by  the  go. 
vernor. 

XI.  Each  houfe  fhall  chulc  its  fpeakcr  and  other  officers; 
and  the  fenatc  (hall  alfo  chufe  a  fpcaker,  pro  tempore,  when  the 
Ipeaker  (hall  cxercile  the  office  of  governor. 

XII.  Each  houfe  fhall  judge  of  the  qiuilifications  of  its  mem- 
bers. Contefted  eleflions  (hall  be  determined  by  a  coihmittce 
to  be  felefted,  formed,  and  regulated  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall 
be  direftcd  by  law.  A  majority  ©f  each  houfe  fhall  conftitutc 
a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs  ;  but  a  fmaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authoriled,  by  law,  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  abfent  members,  in  iuch  manner,  and  under 
fuch   penalties,  as  may  be  provided. 

XIII.  Each  houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings; 
punifh  its  members  for  difordcrly  behaviour ;  and,  with  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member  ;  but  not  a  fecond 
jime  for  the  fame  caufe  ;  and  fhall  have  all  other  powers  necei" 
fory  for  a  branch  of  the  legiflature  of  a  free  State, 
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XIV.  Each  houfe  (hall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and 
publiih  them  weekly,  except  fuch  parts  as  may  rrquire  i'ccrecy. 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  on  any  queflion,  (hall, 
at  the  defire  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

XV.  The  doors  cf  each  houlc,  ^nd  of  committees  of  the 
whole,  (hall  bo  open,  unlefs  when  the  bufincrs  -(hall  be  fuch  as 
ought  to  be  kept  fecret. 

XVI.  Neither  houfe  (hall,  without  the  confent  of  the  other, 
adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than 
that  in  which  the  two  houfes  (hall  be  fitting. 

XVII.  The  fenators  and  reprefentatives  (hall  receive  a  com- 
penfation  for  their  ferviccs,  to  be  afcertained  by  law,  and  paid 
out  of  the  treafury  of  the  commonwealil  They  (hall,  in  all 
cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and  breach  or  furcty  of  the  peace, 
be  privileged  from  arred  during  their  attendance  at  the  fedion 
of  the  refpe£live  houfes,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the 
fame.  And  for  any  fpeech  or  debate  in  either  houfe  they  fhall 
not  be  queflioncd  in  any  other  place. 

XVIII.  No  fenator  or  reprefentative  (hall,  during  the  time 
for  which  he  (hall  have  been  ele6led,  be  appointed  to  any  civil 
ofEce  under  this  commonwealth,  which  (hall  have  been  created, 
or  the  emoluments  of  which  (hall  have  been  increafed,  during 
fuch  time ;  and  no  member  of  Congrefs,  or  other  perfon 
holding  any  o(Hce,  except  of  attorney  at  law,  and  in  the 
militia,  under  the  United  States  or  this  commonwealth,  (hall 
be  a  member  of  either  houfe/  during  his  continuance  in  Con- 
grefs  or  in  olHce. 

XIX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  houfe,  the  fpeaker 
(hall  ifTue  writs  of  eleflion  to  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

XX.  All  bills  for  raifing  revenue  fhall  originate  in  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives;  but  the  fenate  may  prupofe  amendments  as 
in  other  bills. 

XXI.  No  money  (hall  be  drawn  from  the  treafury,  but  in  con- 
fequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

XXII.  Every  bill,  which  (hall  have  paffed  both  houfes,  fiiall 
be  prefented  to  the  governor.  If  he  approve  he  Ihall  fign  it ; 
but  if  he  fliall  not  approve  he  (hall  return  it,  with  his  objec- 
tions, to  the  houle  in  which  it  (hall  have  originated,  who  Giall 
enter  the  objcftions  at  laige  upon  the:r  journals,  and  proceed 
to  re-confider  it.  If,  after  fuch  re-con fi deration,  two-thirds  of 
that  houfe  (hall  agree  to  pafs  the  bill,  it  (hall  be  lent,  with 
the  objeftions,  to  the  other  houfe,  by  which  likcwife  it  fhall 
be  rc-conftdered  ;  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  houfe, 
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it  fhall  be  a  law.  Hut  in  fuch  cafei,  the  votes  of  both  hourei 
fhall  be  determined  by  yca»  and  ray?-  "  el  th«  names  of  the 
peri'ons  voting  for  or  againd  the  bill  ^1'  b»»  entered  on  the 
journals  of  each  houfe  rcipc£lively.  li  nvy  biH  fhall  not  be 
returned  by  the  governor  within  ten  diys,  Suni^ys  cxcrptrd 
after  it  fliall  have  been  prclented  to  him,  it  (hjll  be  a  law, 
in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  figncd  it,  unlcfs  the  general  Ai- 
lembly,  by  therr  adjournment,  prevent  its  return  ;  in  which 
cafe  it  (hall  be  a  law,  unlefs  fent  hack  within  tltrcc  days  after 
(heir  next  meeting. 

XXIII.  Every  order,  rcfolution  or  vote,  to  which  tlie  con- 
currence of  both  houfcs  may  be  ncccffary,  except  on  a  qucftion 
of  adjournment,  fli;ill  be  prcfcrited  to  the  g(nTrnor  ;  and,  before 
it  fhall  take  efTcft,  be  approved  by  him  ;  or,  LiMPg  dilnpprovcd, 
fhall  be  re-paffed  by  two- thirds  of  botli  houlos,  according  to  the 
rules  and  limitations  preicribed  in  cale  of  a  hill. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E     II. 

'■  I.  The  fupremc  executive  power  of  this  commonwealth  (halt 
be  veftcd  in  a  governor. 

II,  The  governor  fhall  be  chofcn  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  of 
0£lober  by  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places 
where  they  fliall  refpcftivcly  vote  for  rcprefcntatives. ,  The  re- 
turns  of  every  eleftion  for  governor  (hall  be  fealed  up,  and  tranf- 
mittcd  to  the  I'cat  of  government,  dircfted  to  the  fpeaker  of  the 
fenate,  who  (hall  open  and  publifli  them  in  the  pretence  of  i\\t 
members  of  both  houfes  of  the  legiflature.  The  perfon  having 
the  higheft  number  of  votes  fliall  be  governor.  But  if  two  or 
more  (halt  be  equal  and  higheft  in  votes,  one  of  them  fhall  be 
chofen  governor,  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  members  of  both 
houfes.  Contefted  eleftions  fhall  be  determined  by  a  committc, 
to  be  felefted  from  both  houfes  of  the  legiflature,  fonned  and 
rcgulnted  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be  direfted  by  law. 

III.  The  governor  fhall  hold  his  office  during  three  years 
from  the  third  Tuefday  of  December  next  enfuing  his  eleftion  ; 
and  (hall  not  be  capable  of  holding  it  longer  than  nine  in  any 
term  of  twelve  years. 

IV^.  He  fliall  be  at  leaft  thirty  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a 
citizen  and  inhabitant  of  this  State  feven  years  next  before  his 
eleftion  ;  unlefs  he  (hall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bufmefs 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State. 

V.  No  member  of  Congrefs,  or  perfon  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  Slates,  or  this  State,  fliall  cxercife  the  of- 
fice of  governor. 
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^  VI.  The  governor  (lull,  at  /luted  times,  receive  for  his  Icr- 
vice!  a  cumpeni'atiuii,  which  (HjU  be  neither  iacrealcU  nor 
diminifhcd  during  the  period  fur  which  he  fliall  have  been 
cleaed. 

VII.  He  (hall  be  conimandcr  in  chief  uf  the.  irmy  «nd  navy 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  of  the  militia;  except  when  they 
fliall  be  called  into  the  a£iual  Icrvice  of  the  United  States. 

VIII.  He  Ihall  appoint  all  ofHccis  whofe  ofHccs  aru  efla-> 
blifhcd  by  this  conftitutlon,  or  fliall  be  cILblifhed  by  law,  and 
whole  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwiie  provided  for  } 
but  no  perfoh  fliall  be  appointed  to  an  ofKce  within  any  county, 
who  fliall  not  have  been  a  citizen  and  Unhabitant  therein  one 
year  next  before  his  appointment,  if  the  county  Ihall  have  been 
fu  long  cretted  ;  but  if  it  fliall  not  have  been  To  long  ere£led, 
then  within  the  limits  of  tiie  county  or  counties  out  of  which 
h  fliall  have  been  taken.  No  member  of  Congicfs  from  this 
State,  nor  any  pcrion  holding  or  exerciflng  any  ofHce  of  trud 
or  profit  under  the  United  Slates,  fliall,  at  the  fame  time,  hold 
or  exercife  the  oilice  of  judge,  fecretary^  trealurco*,  prothonotary, 
regifler  of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds,  IheriiF,  or  any  ofHce  in  this 
State,  to  which  a  falary  is  by  law  annexed^  or  any  other  office 
which  future  legiflatures  fliall  declare  incompatible  with  offices 
or  appointments  under  the  United  States. 

IX.  He  (hall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and 
grant  reprieves  aiMi  pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment. 

X.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers 
in  the  executive  department,  upon  any  fubjcWit  relating  to  the 
duties  of  their  refpe£live  offices. 

XI.  He  fhall,  from  time  to  tinrle,  giVe  to  the  general  AfTem- 
bly  information  of  the  (late  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recom- 
mend to  their  condderati'on  fuch  mealures  as  he  fliaU  judge 
expedient. 

XII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  convene  the 
general  Affombly  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  difagreemcnt  between  the 
two  houfes  with  relpeft  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn 
them  to  fuch  time  as  he  fhall  think  proper,  not  exceeding 
four  months. 

Xltl.  He  fhall  t»ke  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

XIV.  In  cafe  of  the  death  or  refignation  of  the  governor,  or 
of  his  removal  from  office,  the  fpeaker  of  the  fcnate  fhall  exer- 
cife the  office  of  governor,  until  another  governor  fliall  be  duly 
qualified.  And  if  the  trial  of  a  contcfled  ck£lion  fhall  continue 
longer  than  uii'.il  the   third  Tuclday  in  December  next  enluing 
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the  eleftion  of  a  governor,  the  governor  of  the  laft  year,  or  the 
fpeakcr  of  the  fenate,  whoinay  be  in  the  excrcife  of  the  exe- 
cutive authority,  ftiall  continue  therein  until  the  determination 
of  I'uch  conteilcd  elc£lion,  and  until  a  governor  fliall  be  quali. 
ficd  as'  aforelaid.  "  - 

XV.  A  fecrctary  ihall  be  appointed  and  cotnmiflioned  during 
the  governor's  continuance  in  office,  if  he  (hall  fo  long  behave 
himCelf  well.  He  fhall  keep  a  fair  regiflier  of  all  the  official  ads 
and  proceedings  of  the  governor,  and  fhall,  when  required, 
lay  the  iamc,  and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers  relative 
thereto,  before  either  branch  of-  the  legiflature ;  and  fhall  per- 
form fuch  other  duties  as  fhall  be  enjoined  him  by  law. 


ARTICLE     III. 

I.  In  etcftion*  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  havir.g  refided  in  the  State  two  years  next 
before  the  eleftion,  and  within  that  time  paid  a  State  or  county 
tax,  which  fhall  have  been  affeffed  at  lead  fix  months  before 
the  elcftion,  fhall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  eleftor ;  provided, 
that  the  fons  of  perfons  qualified  as  aforefaid,  between  the 
ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty-two  years,  fhall  be  entitled  to 
vote,  although  they  fhall  not  have  paid  taxes. 

II.  All  eleftions  fhall  be  by  ballot,  except  thofe  by  perfons 
in  their  reprefentative  capacities,  who  fhall  vote  viva  voce. 

III.  T^.leftors  fhall,  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and 
breach  ur  furety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrefl  during 
their  attendance  at  eleflions,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  them. 

A  R-  T  I  C  L  E    IV. 


I.  The  houfe  of    reprefentatives   fhall  have   the  fole  power 
of  impeaching. 

II.  All  impeachments   fhall   be   tried  by  the    fenate.     When  | 
fitting  for  that  purpofe,  the  (enators  fhall  be  upon  oath  or  afiir- 
mation.     No  perfon   fhall  be  convifted  without  the  concurrence] 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  prcfent. 

III.  The  governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers,  under  this! 
commonwealth,  fhall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  mif-l 
demeanor  in  office ;  but  judgment,  in  fuch  cafes,  fhall  noti 
extend  farther  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  difqualilicationi 
to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trufl  or  profit,  under  this  common- 
wealth.     The   party,   whether    convidlcd    or    acquitted,    fliallj 
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neverthelefs  be  liable  to  indiftmcnt,  trial,  judgment  and  punifh- 
ment  according  to  law.  ^ 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E     V. 

I.  The  judicial  power  of  this  commonwealth  fiiall  be  vefted 
in  a  fupreme  court,  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gene- 
ral jail  delivery,  in  a  court'  of  common  pleas,  orphans'  court, 
regifters'  courts,  and  a  court  of  quarter  icflions  of  the  peace  for 
each  county,  in  juflices  pf  the  peace,  and  fuch  other  courts  as 
the  legiflaturc  may,  from  time  to  time,  ellablilh. 

II.  The  judges  of  the  lupremc  court,  and  of  the  feveral 
courts  of  common  pleas,  fhall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behaviour  ;  but  for  any  reafonable  caufe,  which  Ihall  not  be 
lufiicient  ground  of  impeachment,  the  governor  may  remove  any 
of  them,  on  the  addrefs  of  two- thirds  of  each  branch  of  the 
legiHature.  The  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  feveral  courts  of  common  pleas,  (hall,  at  dated 
times,  receive  for  their  fervices  an  adequate  compenfation,  to 
be  fixed  by  law,  which  (hall  not  be  fliminilhed  during  .their 
continuance  in  office  ;  but  they  fhall  receive  no  fees  or  per- 
quifites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under 
this  commonwealth. 

III.  The  jurifdiftion  of  the  fupreme  court  fhall  extend  over 
the  State  ;  and  the  judges  thereo/  fliall,  by  virtue  of  their  of- 
fices, be  jufllces  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery 
in  the  feveral  counties. 

IV.  Until  it  fhall  be  otherwife  direfted  by  law,  the  feveral 
courts  of  common  pleas  (hall  be  eftabliflred  in  the  following 
manner :  The  governor  (hall  appoint,  in  each  county,  not  fewer 
than  three,  nor  more  than  four  judges,  who,  during  their  con- 
tinuance in  office,  (hall  refide  in  (uch  county.  The  State  (hall 
be  divided  by  law  into  circuits,  none  of  which  fliall  include 
more  than  fix,  nor  fewer  than  three  counties.  A  prefident 
(hall  be  appointed  of  the  courts  in  each  circuit,  who,  during 
his  continuance  in  office,  fhall  relide  therein.  The  prefident 
and  judges,  any  two  of  whom  (liall  be  a  quorum,  fhall  compoie 
jhe  refpeftive  courts   of  common  pleas. 

V.  The  judges  of  the  court  or  common  pleas,  in  each  coun- 
ty, fhall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  jufliccs  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and 
other  offenders  therein  ;  any  two  of  the  faid  judges,  the  prtv 
iident  bciu?  one,   fhall  be   a  quorum  ;  but    they   fliuU  not  hold 
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a  court  of  oyer  «nd  terminer  or  jail  delivery  in  any  county, 
■when  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  or  any  of  them,  fhall 
be  fitting  in  the  fame  county.  The  party  accufed,  as  well  as 
the  commonwealth,  may,  under  fuch  regulations  as  fhall  be 
prefcribed  by  law,  remove  the  ijidiftment  and  proceedings,  or  a 
tranfciipt  thereof,  into  the  fupreme  court, . 

VJ.  The  fupreme  court  and  the  feveral  courts  of  common 
picas  fhall,  belide  the  powers  heretofore  ufually  exercifed  by 
them,  have  the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  perpetuating  teftimony,  the  obtaining  of  evidence 
from  places  not  within  the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  perlona 
and  eftates  of  thofe  vAio  are  non  covipotes  mentU  i  and  the  legif- ' 
lature  (hall  vcft  in  the  faid  courts  fuch  other  powers,  to  granj 
relief  in  equity,  as  fhall  be  found  neceffary ;  and  may,  from 
time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminilh  thofe  powers  ;  or  veft  them 
in  fueh  other  courts  as  they  ihall  judge  proper,  for  the  due 
admin iftration  of  juftice. 

VII.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each 
county,  any  two  of  whom  {hall  be  a  quorum,  fhall  compofe  the 
court  of  quarter  ieflions  of  the  pe^ce  and  orphans^  court 
thereof ;  and  t)ie  regifter  of  wills,  together  with  the  faid 
judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  (hall  compofe  the  regifter's  court 
of  each  county. 

Villi!  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  picas  fhall, 
within  their  relpeflive  counties,  have  the  like  powers  with  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  to  iffue  writs  of  certiorari  to 
the  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  to  caufe  their  proceedings  to  be 
brought  before  them,  and  the  like  right  and  jnftice  to  be  done. 

IX.  The  prcfident  of  the  court  in  each  circuit,  within  fuch 
circuit,  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within 
their  relpeftive  counties,  fhall  be  juftices  of  the  peace  fo  far 
as  relates  to  criminal  matters. 

X.  The  governor  Ihall  appoint  a  competent  number  of 
ju dices  of  the  peace,  in  fuch  convenient  diflrifts  in  each  counr 
ty,  as  are  or  fliall  be  direfted  by  law  ;  they  (h^U  be  commifTion- 
ed  during  good  behaviour,  but  may  be  removed  on  conviction 
of  mifbchaviour  in  plBte,  or  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  on 
the  addrcfs  of  both  houlcs  of  the  legiflatiue. 

XI.  A  regifter's  office  for  t!ic  probate  of  wills  and  grant- 
ing letters  of  adminiftnition,  and  an  office  for  the  recording  of 
deeds,  (hall  be  kept   in  each  coutity. 

XII.  The  rtyle  of  all  T)roce{Tcs  flial!  be.  The  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  ;  all  prolpcutions    ihall    be    cun  icd    on,  in   th^ 
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name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  conclude,  againji  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  Jame. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E     VI. 

I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  fhall,  at  the  times  and  places  o^ 
eleftion  of  reprefentativcs,  be  chofen  by  the  citizens  of  each 
county.  Two  perfons  (hail  be  chofen  for  each  office,  one  of 
whom,  for  each  refpeftively,  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor. They  fhall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  if  they 
fhall  fo  long  behave  themfelves  v/ell,  and  until  a  fucceflfor  be 
duly  £[ualified  ;  but  no  perfon  fhall  be  twice  chofen  or  appoint- 
ed fheriff  in  any  term  of  fix  years.  Vacancies  in  either  of  the 
faid  offices  fhall  be  filled  by  a  new  appointment  to  be  made  by 
the  governor,  to  continue  until  the  next  general  cle£l:ion,  and 
yntil  a  fuccefTor  fhall  be  chofen  and  qualified  as  aforefaid. 

II.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  fhall  be  armed  and 
difciplined  for  its  defence.  Thofe  who  confcientioufly  fcruple 
to  bear  arms,  fhall  not  be  compelled  to  do  fo,  but  fhall  pay  an 
equivalent  for  perfonal  fcrvice.  The  militia  officers  f^iall  be 
appointed  in  fuch  manner  and  for  fuch  time  as  fhall  be  dire£l- 
ed  by  law, 

III.  Prothonotaries,  clerics  of  the  peace,  and  orphans'  courts, 
recorders  of  deeds,  regiflers  of  wills,  and  fherifFs,  fhall  keep 
their  offices  in  the  county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they 
refpeftively  fhall  be  officers,  unlefs  when  the  governor  fhall, 
for  fpecxal  reafons,  difpenfe  therewith  for  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing five  years,  after  the  county  fhall  lixc  been  erefted. 

IV.  All  commifTions  fhall  be  in  the  n  i roe  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  commonwealth  of  Pevinlylvan  n  au(}  be  fealed  with 
the  flate  feal,  and  figned  by  th«  governor, 

V.  The  flate  treafurer  fhall  be  appointed  ::nnually  by  the 
joint  vote  of  the  members  of  bo':'*  i.oufcs  ;  all  other  officers  in 
the  treafury  department,  attornies  rt  law,  eleftion  officers,  officers 
relating  to  taxes,  to  the  poor  and  highways,  conflables,  <ind  other 
townfhip  officers,  fhall  be  appointed  in  fuch  manner  as  is  or 
fhall  be  direfted  by  law. 


ARTICLE     VII. 

I.  The  legiflature  fhall,  as  foon  as  ':onvenientIy  may  be,  pro- 
vide by  law  for  the  eflablilhment  of  fchools  throughout  the 
State,  in  fuch  manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 
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II.  The  arts  and  fciences  ihall  be  promoted  in  one  or  more 
feminaries  of  learning. 

III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  eftates  of  rcli- 
gious  focieties  and  corporate  bodies,  ihall  remain  as  if  the  conlli- 
tution  of  this  State  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 

ARTICLE     VIII. 

Members  of  the  general  AfTembly,  and  all  officers,  executive 
and  judicial,  Ihall  be  bound  by  oata  or  affirmation  to  fupport 
the  conditution  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  perforin  the 
duties  of  their  refpeftive  offices  with  fidelity. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E     IX. 

That  the  general,  great,  and  effential  principles  of  liber- 
ty and  free  government  may  be  recognifed  and  unal- 
terably eftablifhed,  We  declare, 

I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and 
have  certain  inherent  and  indefeafible  rights,  among  which  arc 
thofe  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring, 
poffeffing,  and  protefting  property  and  reputation,  and  of  pur- 
fuing  their  own  happinefs. 

II.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people ;  and  all  free 
governments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  inftituted  for 
their  peace,  fafety  and  happinefs.  For  the  advancement  of  thofe 
ends,  they  have,  at  all  times,  an  unalienable  and  indefeafible  right 
to  alter,  reform,  or  abolifli  their  government,  in  fuch  manner 
as  they  may  think  pioper. 

III.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeafible  right  to 
worfiiip  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dilates  of  their  own 
confciences  ;  that  no  man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend, 
creft,  or  fupport  any  place  of  worfhip,  or  to  m;^ntain  any 
miniftry,  againfl  his  confent  ;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in 
any  cafe  whatever,  control  or  interf^-e  with  the  rights  of  con- 
fcience  ;  and  that  no  preference  fhall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to 
any  religious  eftablifliments  or  modes  of  worfiiip. 

IV.  That  no  perfon,  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a  God, 
and  a  future  flatR  of  rewards  and  p'lnifhmenJs,  fhall.  on  account 
of  his  religious  icptimcnts,  be  difqualificd  to  hold  any  oflid.'  o: 
place  of  truft  or  prcfit  under  this  commonwealth, 

V»  That  elctiions  Avail  be  ficc  and  equal. 
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VI.  That  trial  by  jury  (hall  be  as  heretofore,  and  the  right 
thereof  remain  inviolate. 

VII.  That  the  printing  preflcs  (hall  be  free  to  every  pcrfon, 
who  undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature  or 
any  branch  of  government  ;  and  no  law  (hall  ever  be  made  to 
reftrain  the  right  thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts 
and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man  ;  and  every 
citizen  may  freely  ("peak,  write,  and  print  on  any  fubjcft,  being 
refponfible  for  the  abufe  of  that  liberty.  In  profecutions  for 
the  publication  of  papers,  invcftigating  the  official  conduft  of 
officers,  or  men  in  a  public  capacity,  or  where  the  matter  pub- 
lifhed  is  proper  for  public  informafion,  the  tr:uh  thereof  may 
be  given  in  evidence.  And,  in  all.  indiftments  for  liucis,  the 
jury  fhnll  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  fa£ls,  under 
the  dircftion  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cafes. 

VIII.  That  the  people  fliall  be  fccurc  in  their  pcrfons, 
houl'es,  papers  and  poffeflions,  from  unreafonablc  (earchcs  and 
feizurcs  ;  and  that  no  warrant  to  fearch  any  place,  or  to  fcizc 
any  pcrfon  or  things,  (hall  iffue  without  defcribing  them  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without  probable  caufe,  i'upported  by  oath 
or  affirmation. 

IX.  That,  in  all  criminal  profecutions,  the  accufed  hath  a 
right  to  be  heard  by  himlelf  and  his  council  ;  to  demand  the 
nature  and  caufe  of  the  acculation  againft  him  ;  to  meet  the 
witncfTes  face  to  face  ;  to  have  compullory  prccefs  for  obtain- 
ing witneUes  in  his  favour  ;  and,  in  profecutions  by  indi£):ment 
or  information,  a  fpeedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the 
the  vicinage  •,  that  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence 
againft;  himlelf  ;  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or 
property,  unlets  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of 
:;  ..  land. 

X.  That  no  pcrfon  fliall,  for  rny  indiftable  offence,  be  pro- 
ceeded againfl  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cafes  ai Ting 
in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  a£luil 
fervice,  in  time  of  war  or  public  dangt-r,  or,  by  leave  .of  the 
court,  for  opprellion  nnd  mildemennor  in  office.  No  pcrfon 
Ihall,  for  the  ianic  ofl'ence,  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or 
limb  :  nor  fh.iU  any  man's  property  be  taken  or  applied  to  pub- 
lic u(c  without  the  ,  confcnt  of  his  rcprcfcntatives,  and  without 
jufl  compcnlation  bein;f  made. 

XI.  That  all  courts  fhall  be  op'-n  ;  and  every  man,  for  any 
injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  perfon  or  reputation,  fliall 
have  remedy  by  t]\e  due  courfc  of  law,  and  right  andjuftico 
adminiilered  without  fale,  denial  or  dcl.iy.     Suits  may  be  brought 
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againft  the  commonwealth  in   fuch  manner,  in   fuch  courts,  and 
in  fuch  cafes,  as  the  legiflature  may  by  law  direft. 

XII.  That  no  power  of  fufpending  laws  (hall  be  exerclfcd, 
unlefs  by  the  legillature  or  its  authority. 

XIII.  That  exceflive  bail  (hall  not  be  lequired,  nor  exceflivc 
fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  puniflimerits  infli£ied. 

XIV.  That  all  prifoners  fliaU  be  bailable  by  fufHctent  fureties, 
unlefs  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  pre- 
fumption  great ;  and  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
ihall  not  be  fufpended,  unlefs  when,  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  in- 
vafion,  the  public  fafety  m^y  require  it. 

XV.  That  no  conmiflion  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  jail  deli. 
very  (hall  be  iffued. 

XVI.  That  the  perfon  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  ftrong 
prefumption  of  fraud,  fhall  not  be  'continued  in  prilbn  after 
delivering  up  his  efute  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  futh 
manner  as  fhall  be  prefcribed  by  law. 

XVII.  That  no  ex  pojl  JaElo  law,  nor  any  law,  impairing 
contrafts,  fhall  be  made. 

XVIII.  That  nc  perfon  fhall  bt  attainted  of  treafon  or  felony 
by  the  legiflature, 

XIX.  That  no  attainder  fhall  work  corruption  of  blood, 
nor,  except  during  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  eftate 
to  the  commonwealth  ;  that  the  eflates  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall 
deflroy  their  own  lives,  fhall  defcend  or  vefl  as  in  cafe  of  na- 
tural death  ;  and  if  any  perfon  fhall  be  killed  by  cafualty,  there 
fhall  be  no  forfeiture  by  reafon  thereof. 

XX.  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner, 
to  aflemble  together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to 
thofe  invcfled  with  the  powers  of  government  for  redrefs  of 
grievances,  or  other  proper  purpoles,  by  petition,  addrefs  ur 
remon  (trance. 

XXI.  That  tl.e  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arms,  in  defence 
of  them' .!  /es    -d  the  State,  fhall  not  be  queflioned. 

XXII.  That  no  fland'  <g  army  fliall,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
kept  up  \v  ithout  the  content  of  the  legiflature  ;  and  the  mili- 
tary (hall,  in  all  cales,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  flridi:  fubordiiiation 
to  the  civil  power, 

XXIII.  That  no  foldler  fhall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quar- 
tered in  any  houle  without  the  conl'ent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time 
©f  war,  bat  in  a  manner  to  be  prclcribed  by  law. 
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XXIV.  That  the  legiflature  fhall  not  grant  any  title  of  no- 
bility or  hereditary  di(lin£lion,  nor  create  any  officr,  the  ap- 
pointmeut  to  which  fliall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  during  good 
behaviour. 

XXV.  That  emigration  from  the  State  fhall  not  be  prohibited. 

XXVI.  To  guard  againfl  tranTgreniDns  of  the  high  powers 
which  we  have  delegated,  We  declare,  That  every 4hing  in  this 
article  is  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government, 
and  fliall  for  ever  remain  inviolate* 

SCHEDULE. 


AT,  impairmg 


That  no  inconvenience  may  arlfe  from  the  alterations  and 
amendments  in  the  condiuition  of  this  commonwealth, 
•  and  in  order  to  carry  the  fame  into  complete  operation, 
it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained, 

I.  That  all  laws  cf  this  commonwealth,  in  force  at  the  time 
of  making  the  faid  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  faid  con- 
flitution,  and  not  inconliHent  therewith,  and  all  rights,  a£lions, 
profecutions,  claims  and  contta&s,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of 
bodies  corporate,  {hall  continue  as  if  the  faid  alterations  and 
amendments  had  not  been   made. 

II.  That  the  pvefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  fliall 
continue  to  exercile  the  executive  authority  of  this  common- 
wealth as  heretofore,  until  the  third  Tuelday  of  December  next  ; 
but  no  intermediate  vacancies  in  the  council  fliall  be  fupplied 
by  new  eleftions. 

III.  That  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the  executive 
department  fhall  continue  in  the  exercile  of  the  dudes  of  their 
refpe£live  offices  until  the  firft  day  of  September,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  unlels  their  commiffions  fliall 
looner  expire  by  their  own  limitations,  or  the  laid  offices  be- 
come vacant  by  death  or  rcfignation,  and  no  longer,  unlcis  re- 
appointed and  commiffioned  by  the  governor;  except  that  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  Jhall  hold  their  offices  lor  the  terms 
in  their  commiffions  relpeftivcly  exprcHcd. 

IV.  That  juflice  ffiall  be  adminillered  in  the  fevcral  counties 
of  this  State,  until  the  period  aforelaid,  by  the  fame  ju dices,  in 
the  iame  courts,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  heretofore. 

V.  That  no  perlon,  now  in  cotnmiffion  as  flieiiU,  nr*ll  be 
eligible  at  the  next  clctlion,  for  a  h>ngei  term  than  will,  with 
the  time  which  he  ffiall  liave  Icrved  in  the  laid  office,  complete 
the  term  of  three  years. 
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VI.  That,  until  the  flrfl  enumeration  fliall  be  made,  as  dire£{. 
ed  in  the  fourth  iefiion  of  the  firft  article  of  the  conflitution, 
edablifhed  by  this  convention,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
fcveral  counties  fhalj  be  refpeftively  entitled  to  eleft  the  fame 
number  of  reprefentativcs  as  is  now  prefcribed  by  law, 

VII.  That  the  firft  fenate  fhall  confift  of  eighteen  members, 
to  be  chofen  in  diftri£ls,  formed  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware 
fhall  be  a  diftrift,  and  elcft  three  fenators  :  the  county  of  Chcf- 
ter  (hall  be  a  diftri£l,  and  Aiall  ele£):  one  fenator :  the  county  of 
Bucks  (hall  be  a  diftrift,  and  Ihall  eleft  one  fenator :  the  coun- 
ty of  Montgomery  fhall  be  a  diftrift,  and  fhall  eleft  one  fena- 
tor:  the  county  of  Northampton  fliall  be  a  diftrift,  and  Ihall 
eleft  one  fenator :  the  counties  of  Lancafter  and  York  fhall  be 
a  diftrift,  and  fliall  cleft  three  fenators  :  the  counties  of  Berks 
and  Dauphin  fhall  be  a  diftrift,  and  fhall  eleft  two  fenators: 
the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Mifflin  (hall  be  a  diftrift,  and 
(hall  eleft  one  fenator  :  the  counties  of  Northumberland, 
Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  (hall  be  a  diftrift,  and  fhall  leleft  one 
fenator  :  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  fhall  be  a  diftrift, 
and  fhall  eleft  one  fenator :  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and 
Alleginy  fhall  be  a  diftrift,  and  fliall  eleft  one  fenator  :  and  the 
coUnlies  of  Wafhi-ngton  and  Fayette  fliall  be  a  diftrift,  and  fhall 
eleft  two  fenators  :  which  fenators  fhall  ferve  until  the  firft 
enumeration  before  mentioned  fhall  be  made,  and  the  reprefcn- 
tation  in  both  houfes  of  the  legiflature  fhall  be  eftablifhed  by 
law,  and  chofcn  as  in  the  conftitution  is  direfted.  Any  vacan- 
cies which  fliall  happen  in  the  fenate,  within  the  faid  time, 
fhall  'be  fupplicd  as  prcfcvibed  in  the  nineteenth  feftion  of  the 
iirft  article. 

VIII.  That  the  elcftion  of  fenators  fhall  be  condufted,  and 
the  returns  thereof  made  to  the  fenate,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is 
prcfcv'bed  by  the  elcftion  laws  of  the  State  for  condufting  and 
making  return  of  the  eleftion  of  reprefentativcs.  In  thole  dif- 
trifts,  which  confift  of  more  than  one  county,  the  judges  of  the 
diftrift  elcftions  within  each  county,  after  having  formed  a  re- 
turn of  the  whole  eleftion  within  that  county,  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  is  direfted  by  law,  fhall  fend  the  fame,  by  one  or  more 
of  their  number,  to  the  place  herein  after  mentioned  within  the 
diftrift  of  which  fuch  county  is  a  part,  where  the  judges  lo 
met  fhall  compare  and  caft  up  the  feveral  county  returns,  and 
execute,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  one  general  and  true 
return  for  the  whole  diftrift;  that  is  to  fay,  the  judges  of  the 
diftrift  compofed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,    and    the    counties 
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of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  (hall  meet  in  the  State-houfe  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia;  the  judges  of  the  diflritl  compofcd 
of  the  counties  of  Lancadcr  and  York  fliall  meet  at  the  court- 
houfe  in  the  county  of  Lancafter  ;  the  judges  of  the  diflrift 
compofed  of  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin  (hall  meet  at 
Middletown  in  the  county  of  Berks ;  the  judges  of  the  diftrifk 
compofed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  MifRin  fhall  meet 
in  Greenwood  townlhip,  county  of  Cumberland,  at  the  houfe 
now  occupied  by  David  Miller;  the  judges  of  the  diftrift  com- 
pofed of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Luzerne,  and  Hun- 
tingdon, (hall  meet  in  the  town  of  Sunbury  ;  the  judges  of  the 
diftrift  compofed  oT  toe  counties  of  Bedfofd  and  Franklin  fhall 
meet  at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  John  Dickey,  in  Air  town- 
lhip, Bedford  county  ;  the  judges  of  the  diih"6l  compofed  of 
the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and  Allegany  Tn  n'  meet  in  Weft- 
moreland  county,  at  the  court-houfc  in  the  to  'n  of  Grecnf- 
borough  ;  and  tht  judges  of  the  diftrift  compofed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Wafhington  and  Fayette  Ihall  meet  at  the  court-houfc 
in  the  tpwn  of  Waihington,  in  Wafhington  county,  on  the 
third  Tuefday  in  Oflober  refpeftively  for  the  purpofes  afore- 
faid. 

IX.  That  the  eleftion  of  the  governor  Ihall  be  condufted,  in 
the  feveral  counties,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  laws  of 
the  State  for  the  eleftion  of  reprefentativcs  ;  and  the  returns  in 
each  county  Ihall  be  fealed  by  the  judges  of  the  eleftions,  and 
tranfraitted'to  the  prefident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council, 
dire6ted  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  fenate,  as  loon  after  the  elc£lion 
as  may  be. 

Done  In  Convention  the  fecond  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  fifteenth.  In  teftimony  where- 
of we  have  hereunto  iublcribed  our  names. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 
James  Wilson,  &c.  &c. 
Joseph  Redman,  Secretary. 
Jacob  Shallus,  Affidant  Secretary. 
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Among  other  ufeful  laws  of  this  State,  of  a  public  nature, 
are  one  that  declares  all  rivers  and  creeks  to  be  highways  ;  a 
hw   for    the    emancipation  of  negroes,    already  mentioned  ;  a 
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bankrupt  law,  nearly  on  the  model  of  the  bankrupt  laws  oF 
England;  and  in  this  year,  n94,  the  Icgifl.iture  of  Pcnniylvi. 
nia,  with  a  view  to  (bfien  the  rigour  of  penal  law,  have  pafl'cd 
an  aft,  declaring  that  no  crime,  except  murder  of  the  firft  dc- 
grce,  (hall  be  punilhcd  with  death.  Murder  of  the  firft  degree 
is  defined  to  be,  a  killing  by  means  of  poilon,  by  lying  in  wait, 
or  with  other  kind  of  wilful,  dclihw.1.1  <*,  premeditated  inten- 
tion, or  which  (hall  be  committed  in  fuc  prep.iration  o^  attempt 
to  perpetrate  any  arCon,  rape,  r<»l)bery,  or  burglary. 

AH  Qthcr  kinds  of  killing  ,fhall  be  deemed  murder  in  the 
fecond  degree.      The  kind  of  murJcr   to  be   afccrtained  by  9 

Pcrfons  liable  to  be  profecuted  for  petit  treafon  (hajl  be  pro- 
ceeded againft  and  punifhed  as  in  other  cafes  of  murder. 

High  treafon  is  puni.lhed  with  confinement  in  prilon  and  the 
penitentiary  houfe,  not  lefs  than  fix,  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Rape  not  lefs  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty-one  years. 

Murder  of  the  iccond  degree  not  Icis  than  five,  nor  more 
than  eighteen  years. 

Forgery  not  lefs  than  four^  nor  more  than  fifteen  years,  with 
payment  of  a  fine  not  to  exceed  one  thoufand  dollars. 

Manfiaughter  not  lefs  than  tvvo,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and 
giving  fecurity  for  good  behaviour  during  life. 

Maiming  not  lefs  than  two,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  with  % 
iinc  no    exceeding  one  thpufand  dollars. 

Pcrfons  being  charged  with  involuntary  manflaughter,  the 
attorney-general,  wim  leave  of  the  court,  may  wave  the  felony, 
and  proceed  agninft  them  as  for  a  mifdemeanor,  and  give  in  evi- 
dence any  aft  of  manflaughter  ;  or  the  attorney  may  charge  both 
.offences  in  the  fame  indiftment,  an/i  the  jury  may  acquit  the  perr 
fon  of  one  or  both 

The  benefit  of  the  clergy  is  for  evejr  abolifhed. 
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DELAWARE. 


SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 


X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  38**  30',  and  40"  north  Utu 
tudc,  and  o**  and  1°  45'  weft  longituUf.  It  is  ninety-two  inilet 
long,  and  twenty-four  miles  brou''  It  is  bounded  un  the  caft, 
by  the  river  and  bay  of  the  fame  n  and  ihc  Atlantic  ocean  ; 

on   the   fouth    by   a   line    from    ^  k's-Ifland,    in   latitude 

38''  29'  30",  drawn  weft  till  it  intcrletts  what  i^  commonly  called 
jthe  tangent  line,  dividing  it  from  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  ort 
the  weft,  by  the  faid  tangent  line,  pa  (Ting  northward  up  the 
peninfula,  till  it  touches  the  wefterii  part  of  the  territorial 
circle ;  and  thence  on  the  north,  by  the  faid  circle,  defcrib- 
ed  with  a  radius  of  twelve  miles  about  the  town  of  Newr 
caftle. 

This  Stajte  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from  Lord  i)e/a- 
zvar,  who  completed  the  fetllement  of  Virginia, 


FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS, 

The  State  of  Delaware,  the  upper  parts  of  the  county  of 
Ncw-caftle  excepted,  is,  to  fpeak  generally,  extremely  low 
and  level.  Large  quantities  of  ftagnant  water,  at  particular 
leaibns  of  the  year,  overfprcading  a  great  proportion  of  the  land, 
render  it  equally  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  The  fpine,  or  high- 
eft  ridge  of  the  pertinlula,  runs  through  the  State  of  Delaware, 
inclined  to  the  caftern  or  Delaware  fide.  It  is  defignated  in 
Suffex,  Kent,  and  part  of  Newcaftle  county,  by  a  remarkable 
chain  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  waters  dcfcend  on  each  fide, 
pafiing  on  the  caft  to  the  Delaware,  and  on  ilic  weft  to  the 
(Dhcfapeak.  Many  of  the  |hrubs  and  plants  growing  in  thefc 
fwamps  are  fimilar  to  thofc  found  on  the  higheft  mountains. 

Delaware  is  chiefly  an  agricultural  State.  It  incluues  a  very 
fertile  traft  of  country :  and  fcarcely  any  part  of  the  Unior* 
fan  be  lelefted  more  adapted  to  the  different  purpofes  of  agri- 
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culture,  or  in  which  a  greater  variety  of  the  moll  ufeful  pro- 
du£lion9  can  be  fo  conveniently  and  plentifully  reared.  The 
foil  along  the  Delaware  river,^and  from  eight  to  ten  miles 
into  the  interior  country,  is  geherally  a.  rich  clay,  producing 
*  large  timber,  and  well  adapted  to'  the  various  puppul<e«  of  agri- 
culture. From  thence  to  the  fwamps  above  i|ientioncd  the 
foil  is  light,  fandy,  and  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  general  afpctt  of  the  country  is  very  favourable  for 
cultivation.  Excepting  fome  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  county 
of  Newcaftle,  the  furface  of  the  State  is  very  little  broken  or 
irregular. ,  The  heights  of  Chriiliana  arc  lofty  and  commanding ; 
ibmc  of  the  hiUs  of  Brandy winc^Jire  rough  and  ftony;  but 
defcending  from  thefe,  and  a  few  others,  the  lower  country 
is  fo  little  diverfifcd  as  almoft  to  form  one  extended  plain. 
||t  the  county  of  Newcallle,  the  foil  confiils  of  a  Q:rong  clay ; 
iiiKent,  there  is  a  confiderable  mixture  of  fand ;  and  in  SulTcx, 
thequaotTlyof  fand  altogether  predominates.  Wheat  is  the 
ftaple  of  this  State;  it  grows  here  in  fuch  perfeftion  as  not 
only  to  be  particularly  fought  by  the  manufa£lurers  of  flour 
throughout  the  <Union,  but  alfo  to  be  diftinguiihed  abd  pre- 
ferred, for  its  fuperior  qualities,  in  foreign  markets.  This 
wheat  poffefles  an  uoconimon  (bftnefs  and  whitenefs,  very  fa- 
vourable to  |he  manufaifture  of  fuperfine  flour,  and  in  other 
r«fpe^  far  exceeds  the  hard  and  flinty  grains  raifcd  in  general 
on  the  high  lands.  JBefides  wheat,  this  State  generally  pro- 
duces plentiful  crops  of  Indian  corn,  barley,  rye,  oats,  flax, 
buck-wheat^  and  pot:(toe^.  It  likewife  abounds  in  natural  and 
artificial  meadows,  containing  a  large  variety  of  grafles.  Hemp, 
cotton,  and  fUk,  if  properly  ^ttiended  to,  doubtlefs  would 
flourifh  very  well.  j. 

The  eaftern  fide  of  the  State  is  indented  vwith  a  large  number 
of  creeks,  or  fmall  rivers,  which  generally  have  a  fliort  courfc, 
numerous  flioals  and  foft  banks  fl^irted  with  very  cxtenfive 
marfhes,  and  empty  into  the  river  and  bay  of  Delaware.  In  the 
fouthern  and  weftern  parts  of  this  State  fpring  the  head  waters 
of  Pocomoke,  Wicomico,  Nanticoke,  Chpptank,  Cheftcr,  Safl'a^. 
fras,  and  Bohemia  rivers,  all  falling  into  Chefapeak  bay,  and 
fome  of  them  navigable  twenty  or  thirty  miles  into  the  country, 
for  vell'cls  of  fifty  or  fixty  tons. 

The  county  of  SuflTex,  bcfidcs  producing  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  grain,  particularly  of  Indian  corn,  poflcffes  excellent 
grazing  la;,ds.  This  county  alio  exports  very  large  quantities 
«9f  lumber,    obtained  chiefly  from  aij   t^xtcnfive   rwani|>,    callc4 
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the  Indian  River  or  Cyprefs  Swamp,  lying  partly  within  this 
State,  and  partly  in  the  State  of  Maryland.  This  morafs  extends 
fix  miles  from  ^aft  to  weft,  atid  nearly  twelve  from  north  to 
fouth,  including  an  area  of  nearly  fifty  thoufand  acres  of  land. 
The  whole  of  this  fwamp  is  a  high  and  level  bafon,  very  wet^ 
though  undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  between  the  fea  and  the 
bay,  whence  the  Pocomoke  defcehds  on  one  fide,  and  Indian 
river  and  St.  Martin's  on  the  other.  This  fwamp  contains 
a  great  variety  of  plants,  trees,  wild  beafts,  birds,  and  rep- 
tiles. 

In  the  county  of  Suflex,  among  the  branches  of  the  Nanti- 
coke  river,  large  )]uantities  of  bog  iron  ore  are  to  be  found. 
Before  the  revolution,  this  ore  was  worked  to  a  confiderahle 
extent ;  it  was  thought  to  be  of  a  good  quality,  and  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  caftii^gs.  Thefe  works  have  chiefly 
fallen  intd  decay, 

C  I  V  I  L   D  I  V  I  S  I  p  N  S.  i     ; 

This  State  is  divided  into  three  counties,  viz.  Newcafl!e,4Centy 
and  SufTex,  which  are  fubdivided  into  hundreds. 
'  Before  the  revolution  this  diftri£i  of  country  was  denominated, 

"  The  three  lower  counties," 


CHIEF   TOWNS. 


DOVER.       - 

Dover,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  government. 
It  ftands  on  Jones's  creek,  a  few  miles  from  the  Delaware  river, 
and  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  houfes,  principally  of  brick. 
Four  ftrects  interfeft  each  other  at  right  angles,  whofe  inciden- 
cies  form  a  fpacious  parade,  on  the  eafl  fide  of  which  is  an  ele- 
gant fta^e-houfe  of  brick.  The  town  has  a  lively  appearance, 
and  drives  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  Philadelphia.  Wheat  is 
the  pricipal  article  of  export.  The  landing  is  five  or  fix  miles 
from  the  town  of  Dover, 


(»ii4!b; 


NEWCASTLE. 

This  town  is  thirty-five  miles  bciow  Philadelphia,  on  the  weft 
bank  of  the  Delaware  river.  It  was  firft  fettled  by  the  Swedes, 
about  the  year  1627,  and  called  Stockholm  ;  it  was  afterwards 
taken  by  the  Dutch,  and  called  New  Amfterdam.  When  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Ehglilh,  it  was  called  by  its  prefent 
name.  It  contains  about  fixty  houfes,  which  have  the  afpeft 
of  decay  ;  it  was  formerly  the  feat  of  government,  and  was  ilsk 
firft  town  fettled  on  Delaware  river. 
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Wilmington  is  {iituated  a  mile  and  a  half  ivefl:  of  ^Delaware 
rivcf,  on  ChrilHana  creek^  tweoty-eight  miles  fouthward  of 
Philadelphia.  It  is  much  the  largeft  and  pleafanteft  town  in 
the  State,  contaioin^  upwards  of  four  hundred  hoiifcs,  which 
.arc  han4rom<'ly  built  upon  the  gentle  afcent  of  an  eminence,  and 
ftow  to  great  ^dv.^ntage  as  you  f?il  up  the  Delaware  $  it  contains 
^bput  two  thoufand  four  hundred  inhabitants.  In  this  town 
are  two  Prefbyterian  churches,  a  Swedifli  EpifcOpal  church,  a 
3aptift,  and  a  Quaker  meeting,  and  a  few  Methodifts.  There 
is  alfo  a  flourifliing  academy  of  about  forty  or  fifty  fcholars, 
who  are  taught  the  languages,  and  fome  of  the  fciences.  This 
^»cademy,  in  proper  time  is  intended  to  l>?  ere£led  into  a  coU 
lc;ge.  There  is  another  academy  at  Newark  in  th\s  county, 
whieh  was  incorporated  ih  1769.  Thefe  academies  were  inter- 
rupted during  the  war,  and  their  funds  ruined  by  the  depreci- 
ation of  continental  paper  money.  Since  the  peace  learning 
/ecims  to  revive  and  flourifb* 


MILFORD. 


!■ 


Milford  is  fituated  at  the  fource  of  a  fmall  river,  fifteen  miles 
from  Delaware  bay.  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouthward ,  of 
Philadelphia.  This  town,  which  contains  about  eighty  houfes,  has 
been  built,  except  one  houfe,  fince  the  revolution  ;  it  is  laid 
out  with  much  good  tafle,  and  is  by  no  means  difagreeable.  The 
Inhabitants  are  Epifcopalians,  Quakers,  and  Methodifls.  ^ 

DUC^    CREEK   CROSS    ROADS 

Is  twelve  miles  north-weft  frojm  Dover,  and  has  eighty  or 
ninety  houfes,  which  ftand  on  one  ftreet.  It  carries  on  a  confi- 
derable  trade  with  Philadelphia,  and  is  one  of  the  largeft  wheat 
markets  in  the  State.     Kent  is  alfo  a  place  of  confiderable  trade. 


LEWES 


Is  fituatcd  a  few  miles  above  the  light-houfe  oti  Cape  Henlo. 
pen;  it  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  built 
chiefly  on  a  ftreet,  which  is  more  than  three  miles  in  length, 
and  extending  along  a  creek  which  feparates  the  town  from  the 
pitch  of  the  cape.  The  fituation  is  high,  and  commands  a  full 
profpefl  of  the  light-houfe  and  the  fea.  The  court  houfe  and 
^aol  are  cpmmodious  buildings,  and  giv6  an  air  of  importance 
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to  the  town.  TIm  fituation  of  thi»  pUce  mufll  at  fome  future- 
time  fender  it  confuierably  intportant.  Placed  at  the  entrance  of 
a  bay^  which  is  crowiied  with  vefTels  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  which  is  frequently  cloied  with  ice  a  part  of  the  winter 
feafon,  neceflity  fcems  to  require,  and  nature  feems  to  fugged, 
the  forming  this  port  into  a  harbour  for  (hipping.  Nothing  has 
prevented  this  heretofore  but  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the 
creek.  This  want  can  be  cheaply  and  eafiJiy  fupplied  by  a  fmall 
canal,  fo  as  to  afford  a  paiTage  for  the  waters  of  Rehoboth  into 
Lewes  creek,  which  would  enfure  an  adequate  fupply.  The 
circumjacent  country  i&  beautifully  diverftfied  with  hills,  wood, 
ftreams,  and  lakes,  forming  an  agreeable  contrail  to  the  naked 
fandy  beach,  which  terminates  in  the  cape ;  but  it  is  greatly  in- 
fe^d  with  mulketoes  an^  fand  flies. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Delaware,  in  the  fiimmer  of  1787,  was  reck- 
oned at  thirty-feven  thoufand,  which  is  about  twenty-fix  for  every 
fquarC  mile,  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1790,  it  was  as  follows  : 


COUNTIES. 

Fret  white  males  of  16 
years  and  upwards. 

Free  white  males  under 
16  years  of  age. 

Fsee  white  females. 

■0 

1 
I 

1 

U 

5 

s 

> 
CO 

1 

Newcaftle     -    -     - 
Kent     -...-- 
Suffex^-     -     -     - 

3973 
3705 
4105 

4fl7 
3467 
3929 

6878 
7739 

639 

2570 

690 
3809 

2,562 
2300 

40'i5 
8887 

19686 
18920 
20488 

ii7»3 

12143 

22384 

59094 

If  the  population  of  this  State  has  increafed  fince  1790,  in  a 
like  proportion,  its  prefent  population  muft  be  upwards  of  one 
hundred  thoufand. 

RELIGION. 

In  this  State  there  is  a  variety  of  religious  denominations. 
Of  the  Prefljyterian  feft,  there  are  twenty-four  churches  :  of 
the  Epifcopal,  fourteen  ;  of  the  Baptifl,  (even  ;  of  the  Mcthodift, 
a  confidcrable  number,  efpecially  in  the  two  lower  counties  of 
Kent  and  SufTex,  the  number  of  their  churches  is  not  exadiy 
afcertained.     Bcfidcs  thcl'e,  there  is  a  Swedilh  church  at  WiU 
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mington,  which  is  one  of  the  oldeft  churches  in  the  United^ 
States.  With  rerpeft  to  the  chanfter  of  the  people  of  this' 
State,  there  is  no  obvious  4iftin£lion  between  them  and  the 
PennfylVahians. 

TRADE  AI^D  MANUFACTURES. 

We  have  already  mentioned  wheat  as  the  ftaple  commodity 
of  this  State.     This  is   manufaftured  into  flour  and  exported  in 
large  quantities.    The   exports   from  the  port  of  Wilmington, 
where  a  number  of  fquare-rigged  veiTels   are  owned,    for  the 
year  1786,  in  the  article  of  flour^  was  twenty  thoufand    feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three  barrels  fuperfine ;  four   hundred  and 
fifty-feven    ditto  common  ;   two   hundred    and    fifty>fix   ditt* 
niiddlings ;  find  three  hundred  and  forty-fix   ditto  (hip   fluff. 
The  mianufa^ure  of  flour  is  Carried  to  a  higher  degree  of  per- 
fection in  this  State,  than  in  any  others  in  the  Union.     Befidea 
the  weUconflruAed  mills  on  Red  Clay  and  White  Clay  creeks, 
and  other  flrcams  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  celebrated 
colle£lion  of  mills  at  Brandy  wine  merit  a  particular  defcription. 
Here  are  to  be  feen,  &i  one  view,  twelve  merchant  mills   (be- 
fides  a  fa;w  mill)  which   have  double  that  number  of  pairs  of 
floncs,  all   of  f'uperior  dimenfions,    and  excellent  conflruClion. 
Thefe  mills  are  three  miles  from  the   mouth  of  the   creeks  on 
which  they   fland,  half  a  mile  from  Wilmington,  and  twenty- 
feveh  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  pofl  road  from  the  eaflern  to  the 
fouthern  States.     They  are  called  the  Brandywine  mills,  from 
the  ftream ,  on  which  they  shre  ere£ted.    This  ftream  rifes  near 
the  Welch  mountains  in  Pennfylvania,  and  after  a  winding  courfe 
of  thirty  or  forty  miles  through  falls^  which  furnifh  nWmerous 
feats  (one  hundred  and    thirty  of  which   are  already  occupied) 
for  every  fpecies  of  water  works,  empties  into  Chrifliana  creek, 
near    Wilmingion.      The   quantity   of  wheat  manufa&ured   at 
thefe  mills  annually  is  not  accurately  afcertain^d  :  it  is  eflimated, 
However,  by  the  bcfi  informed  on  the  fubjeft,  that  thefe  mills 
can  grind  four  hundred  thoufand  bufhels  in  a  year.    But  although 
they  are  capajbL  of  manufafluring  this  quantity  y^rly,  yet,  from 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  permanent  fupply   of  grain,  the 
inftability  pf   the  flour-market,   and  other  circumflances,   there 
are  not  commonly  more  than  from  about  two  hundred  and  ninety 
to  three  hundred  thoufak.d  bufhels  of  wheat  and  corn  manufac. 
tured  here  annually.     In  the  fall   of  1789,  and  fpring  of   17901 
there  were  made  at  the  Brandywine  mills  fifty   thoufand  bar- 
rels of  fuperfine  flour,  one   thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
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lour  ditto  of  common,  four  hundred  ditto  middlings,  as  many 
of  (hip  (lufF,  and  two  thoufand  ditto  corn  meal.  The  qu»n- 
4ity  of  wheat  and  corn  ground,  from  which  this  fiour,  Scc^ 
was  made,  was  three  hundred  and  eight  thouCand  buOiels,  equal 
to  the  export  in  thofe  articles  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
for  the  fame  year. 

Thefe  mills  give  employment  to  about  two  hundred  perfon*, 
viz.  about  forty  to  tend  the  mills,  from  fifty  to  feventy  coopers, 
to  make  caflcs  for  the  flour,  a  fuf^ciejit  number  to  man  twelve 
(loops,  of  aibout  thirty  tons  each,   which  are  employed  in  the 
traiifportation  of  the  wheat  and  flour,  the  reft  in  various  other 
occupations  conne^^d  with  the  mills.     The  navigation  quite  to 
thefe  milb   ^s  fuch,  that  a  veflel  carrying  one  thoufand  bufliels 
of  wheat  may  be  laid  along  fide  of  any  of  thefe   mills  ;  ajid  be- 
sides fome  of  them  the  water   is  of  fuflicient  depth  to    admit 
veflels  of  twice  the  above  (Ize.     The  veflels  are  unloa,ded  with 
aftoi>i(hing   expediticn^.      There  have    been   inilances   of   one 
thoufand  bufliels  being  cJLrried  to  the  height  of  four  ftories  in 
four^hours.     It  is  frequently  the  cafe,    that   veflels  with  one 
thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat   come  up  with    flood   tide,   unlade, 
and  go  away  the  fucceeding  ebb,  with  three  hundred  barrels  of 
flour  on 'board.     In  confequencQ  of  the  machines  introduced 
by  the  ingenious  Mr,  Oliver  Evans,  three  qcirters  of  the  manual 
labour  before  found  neceffary  is  now  fuflivient  for  every  pur- 
pofe.     By  means  of  thefe  machines,  when  node  ufe  of  in  the 
full  extent    propofed  by  ;the  inventor,  the  wheat   will  be   re- 
ceived on  the  (hallop's  deck,  thenf:e  carried  to  the  upper  loft 
of  the  mill,  and  a  confiderable  portion   of  the  fame  returned  in 
flour  on  the  lower  floor,  ready  for  packing,  without  the  afliftance 
of  manual  labour   but  in  a  very  fm^H  degree,  in   proportion  to 
the  bufinefs  done.     The  tranfportatio/i  of  flour  from  thefe  mills 
to  the  port  of  Wilmington  does  not  require  half  an  hour  ;  and 
it  is  frequently  the  cafe^  that  a  cargo  is  taken  from  the  mills  and 
delivered  at  Philadelphia  the  fame  day,     The  fituation  of  thefe. 
mills  is  very  pleafant  and  healthful.     The  fixii  mill  was  built 
here   about  fifty  years  fince,     There  is   now   a  fmall   town   of 
fuity  hoi^fes,  principally  ftone  and  brick,  which,  together  with 
the  mills  and  the  veflels  loading  and  unloading   befidc  them, 
furnifli  a  charming  profpe£l  from  the  bridge,  from  whence  they 
are  all  in  full  view^ 

Befides  the  wheat  and  flour  trade,  this  State  exports  lumber 
and  various  other  articles.  The  amount  of  exports  for  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1791J  was  one  hundred  and  nipety- 
fiipe  thoufand  ei^ht  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMEI^TS. 

*  •         '         . 

jBRIBCIS,  &C. 

Ju(l  before  the  fommen cement  of  the  war,  a  work  of  confi* 
derable  importance  w&s  begun  at  Lewes,  in  tbc  fouthern  part  of 
the  State,  viz.  the  ercflion  of  a  biidge  and  cauCeway  from  th<^ 
town,  over  the  creek  and  marih  to  the  oppofite  cape.  Thi^ 
expenftve  worH  wa»  jud  completed  when  the  Britifh  fliips  Brft 
came  into  the  road  of  Lewes.  In  order  tp  p;:eyent  too  eafy  ^ 
communication^  they  partially  removed  it  \  and  it  Being  after- 
wards negle£led,  it  was  in  complete  fuins  at  the  clofe  of  th^ 
war.  A  bridge,  upon  the  fame  plan,  but  upon  a  new  founda- 
tion, has  lately  been  erc£led  at  the  i'ole  e^penfe  of  individuals; 
it  extends  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town  to  the 
beach,  over  a  wide  creek  and  maiHi.  The  inhabitants  are 
compenlated  for  their  expenfe  by  the  facility  of  the  qommunica- 
tio^  between  the  town  and  the  cape. 

Several  canals  in  different  parts  of  thjs  State  are  conteimplated} 
one  of  which  is  down  the  waters  of  the  Brandywine. 

|,IGHT-HOt7S];. 

The  light-hpufe,  near  the  town  of  Lewes,  was  burnt  in 
$777.  Since  the  war  it  has  been  completed  and  handfomely 
repaired.  It  is  a  fine  (lone  flruf^ure,  eight  dories  high  ;  the 
annual  expence  of  which  is  eftimated  at  about  fix  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  currency, 

C  O  N  S  T  I  T  U  T  I  O  >^, 

DECLARATION    OP    RIGHTS. 


L  That  all  government  of  right  originates  from  the  people, 
is  founded  in  compafl  only,  and  inftitiited  folely  for  the  good 
of  the  whole. 

n.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienab^  r'gbt  to  wor- 
ihip  Almighty  God  according  to  the  di£lates  of  their  own 
confciences  and  underftandings  ;  and  that  no  man  ought,  or  of 
right  can  be  compelled  to  attend  any  religious  worfhip,  or  main- 
tain any  miniftry,  contrary  to  or  againft  his  own  free  will  >nd 
confent ;  and  that  no  authority  can  or  ought  to  be  vetted  in, 
or  aflumed  by  any  power  whatever,  that  fhall  in  any  cafe  inter- 
fere with,  or  in  any  manner  controul,  the  right  of  cdnfcience, 
in  the  free  exercifc  of  religious  worfhip. 
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III.  That  all  peHbna  profefling  the  Chriftian  religkm  oughjt 
for  ever  to  enjoy  equ»l  rights  and  privileges  in  this  State^ 
linlefa  under  colour  of  religion  any  xt^zn  diflurb  the  pieace^  tha 

happirvfs  or  fafety  of  fociety. 

IV.  That  the  people  of  this  State  have  the  fol^,  cKclufive^ 
and  inherent  right  of  governing  and  regu)ating  the  internal 
police  of  the  fame. 

V.  That  perfons  intruded  with  the  legiQative  and  executive 
powers  are  the  trudees  and  fervants  of  the  public,  and  as 
fuch  accountable  for  their  conduft ;  wherefore,  whenever 
the  ends  of  government  are  perverted,  and  public  liberty 
pianifedly  endangered  by  the  leglflative  fingly,  or  a  treach« 
erous  combination  of  both^  the  people  may,  and  of  right 
ought  to  eftablifli  a  new  or  reforn>  the  old  Govern, 
ment. 

VI.  That  the  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  the  legif- 
lature  is  the  foundation  of  liberty  and  of  all  free  government ; 
and  fbr  this  end  all  eleftions  ought  to  be  free  and  fiequent. 
and  every  freeman  having  fufficient  evidence  pf  a  permanent 
common  interell  with^  and  attafbment  to  the  community,  hath 
a  right  of  fuffrage. 

VII.  That  no  power  of  fufpending  laws,  or  the  execution 
pf  laws,  ought  to  be  exercifed,  unlefs  by  the  legiflature.' 

VIII.  That  for  rcdrefs  of  grievances,  and  for  amendtpg 
and  (Irengthening  of  the  laws,  the  Icgiflature  ought  to  be  fre- 
quently convened. 

IX.  That  every  man  hath  a  right  to  petition  the  legiflaturQ 
for  the  redrefs  of  grievances^  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
inanner.  ♦ 

X.  That  every  member  of  fociety  hath  a  ri^**  to  be  proteft- 
cd  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  propc  ty,  and  there- 
fore is  bound  to  contributo  his  proportion  towards  the  expenfe 
of  that  protcftton,  and  yield,  his  perfonal  fervice  when  necef- 
fary,  or  an  equivalent  thereto  ;  but  no  part  of  a  man's  property 
can  be  juftly  taken  from  him,  or  applied  to  public  ufts^  with- 
out his  own  confcnt,  or  that  of  his  legal  reprefentatives  :  nor 
can  any  man  that  is  confcientioufly  fcrupi'ilous  of  bearing  arms, 
in  any  cafe  be  juftly  compelled  thereto,  if  he  will  pay  fuch 
equivalent. 

XI.  That  retrofpeftiye  laws  punidiing  cfFences  committe4 
before  the  exiftence  of  fuch  laws,  are  oppredive  and  unjuft, 
■ftnd  ought  not  to  be  made. 

XII.  That  every  freeman,  for  every  injury  done  him  in  hi§ 
goods,  Ijknds,  or   per/bn,  by   any  other  perfon,  ought   to  havp 
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jmnedy  by  the  courfe  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  ought  to  have 
juftice  and  right  for  the  injury  done,  to  hitn,  freely  without 
fale,  fully  without  any  dcnia^  s^nd  fpeedily  without  delay, 
according  to  the  law  of  the  land.  « 

XIII.  That  trial  by  jury  of  fa£l»  where  they  arffe^  is  one  of 
the  grcateft  fecurities ,  of  the  livea,  liberties,  and  eflates  of  the 
people. 

*XIV,  That  in  ail  profecutiojis  for  criminal  ofFencey,  every 
man  hath  a  right  to  be  informed  of  the  accufation  againil  him, 
to  be  allowed  counfel,  to  be  confronted  with  the  accr.fers  or 
witnefles,  to  examine  evidence  on»  oath  in  his  favour,  and  to 
a  fpeedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  without  whofe  unanimous 
conlent  he  ought  not  to  be  found  guilty. 

XV.  That  no  m^n  in  ,the  courts  of  common  law  jought  te 
be'compelled  to  give  evidence  againd  himielf.  ' 

XVI.  That  exoeflTLve  bail  ought  not  tn  be  required,  nor 
^xceflive  fines  imppfed,  por  cruel  or  unufual  punifhments  inr 
fliaed. 

XVlJ.  That  all  warrants  without  oath  to  fearc;h  fufpefled 
places^  or  to  feize  any  perfon  o^  his  pjroperty,  are  grievbus  and 
oppreflive ;  and  all  general  warrants  to  fearch  fufpefled  places 
,or  to  apprehend  all  perfons  fufpefled,  without  naming  or  def. 
cribing  ,the  place  or  any  perfon  in  fpecial,  are  illegal  and  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

XVIII.  That  a  well  regulated  militia  is  the  proper,  natural, 
and  fafe  defence  of  a  free  Government. 

XIX.  That  landing  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and 
pugjit  not  to  be  raided  or  kept  up  without  the  confcnt  of  the 
legif\ature. 

XX.  That  in  all  cafes  and  at  «11  times  the  military  ought  to 
,be  under  fbii^  fubordination  to,  and  governe4  by,  the  civi} 
power. 

XXI.  That  no  foldier  ought  to  be  quartered  In  any  houfe  in 
time  of  peace,  without  the  cenfent  of  the  owner  ;  and  in  time 
of  war,  in  fuch  manner  only  zs  the  legiilature  fhall  diref):. 

XXII_.  That  the  independency  and  uprightnefs  of  judges  are 
efiential  to  the  impartial  adminiflration  of  juftice,  and  a  great 
fecurity  to  tl^e  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

XXIII.  That  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ought  to  l)e  inviolably 
preferved. 


FRAME     or     CPVERNMEUT. 


Agreed  to  and  refolved  upon  by  the  Reprefentatives  in  full 
Cpnyentipn  of  the   pelaware  State,    formerly  ftyled,     ♦^Tbe 
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CoVefnm«nt  of  the  C  .unties  of  Newcaftle,  Kertt,  and  Suflex^ 
upon  Delaware ;"  the  iaid  Rcprelientalivea  being  chofen  by  thtf 
freemen  of  the  faid  State  for  that  exprei's  purpol'e. 

I.  The  Government  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Ken<  and 
Sud'ex,  upon  Delaware,  (hall  hereafter  in  all  public  and  other 
writings  be  called,  Thk   Dklawark   Stati. 

II.  The  legiftature  fhall  be  formed  of  two  diftinft  branch« 
ea.  They  (hall  meet  once  or  oftener  in  every  year,  and  (hall 
be  called.  The  GaNiRAt  Assembly   or  Dklawake. 

III.  One  of  the  branchea  of  the  legiihiture  (hall  be  called, 
The  House  op  Assembly,  and  (hall  confift  of  feven  Repre- 
fentativea  to  be  chofen  for  each  county  annually,  of  fuch  per-< 
(bna  aa  are  freeholders  of  the  fame. 

IV.  The  other  branch  (hall  be  called.  The  Council,  and 
con(ift  of  nine  members ;  three  to  be  chofen  for  each  county 
at  the  time  of  ^e  (irft  eleilion  of  the  AtTembly,  who  (hall  be 
freeholders  of  the  county  for  which  they  are  chofen,  and  be 
upwards  of  twenty-five  years  of  age.  At  the  'end  of  one  year 
after  the  general  ele£lion,  the  Counfellor  who  had  the  fmallelb 
number  of  votes  in  each  county  (hall  be  difplaced,  and  the 
vacancies  thereby  occafioned  fupplied  by  the  freemen  of  each 
county  choofing  the  fame  or  another  perfort  at  a  new  ele£iion 
in  manner  aforefaid.  At  the  end  of  two  years  after  the  fird 
general  ele£lion,  the  Counfellor  who  ftood  fecond  in  number  of 
votes  in  each  county  (hall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  there- 
by occafioned  fupplied  by  a  new  ele6lion  in  manner  aforefaid. 
And  at  the  end  of  three  year$  from  the  (irft  general  ele£lion, 
the  Counfellor  who  had  the  greateft  number  of  votes  in  each 
county  (hall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafioned 
fupplied  by  a  new  cleftion  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  this 
rotation  of  a  Counfellor  being  difplaced  at  the  end  of  three  years 
in  each  county,  and  his  office  fupplied  by  a  new  choice,  (hall 
be  continued  afterwards  in  due  order  annually  for  ever,  where- 
by, after  the  fird  general  ele£lion,  a  Counfellor  will  remain  in 
truft  for  three  years  from  the  time  of  his  being  ele£led,  and  a 
Counfellor  will  be  difplaced,  and  the  fame  or  another  chofen  in 
each  county  at  every  clc£lion. 

V.  The  right  of  iufFragc  in  the  eleftion  of  members  for 
both  Ho'ufes  fhall  remain  as  exercifcd  by  law  at  preient ;  and 
each  Houie  (hall  choo(e  its  own  Speaker,  appoint  its  own 
oificers,  judge  of  the  qualifications  and  ele6liiOns  of  its  own 
members,  fettle  its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  and  direft  writs 
of  eleflion  for  fupplying  intermediate  vacancies.  They  may 
aUo  leveraily  expel  any  of  their  own  members  for  mifbehaviour, 
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but  not  a  fccond  time  in  the  fame  fcfllont  for  the  fame  offence^ 
if  re-ele£lcd ;  and  tliey  (hall  have  all  other  powers  neceUary 
for  the  legiflituve  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

VI.  All  mouey-bitta  for  the  fupport  of  Covernmeht  (hull 
originate  in  the  Houlia  of  Aifeinbly,  and  may  be  altered,  amcnd« 
€d  or  rejected  by  the  Legiihtive  Council.  Alt  other  bilU  and 
ordinances  may  take  rile  in  the  Iloufe  of  Alfembly  or  Legtfla« 
five  Council,  and  may  be  altered,  amended  or  rcjeAed  by 
cither. 

VII.  A  prefldent  or  chief  magi  (Irate  Oiall  be  chofen  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  Iloufes,  to  be  taken  in  the  Houfe  of  AITembly, 
and  the  box  examined  by  the  Speakers  of  each  Houi'e  in  the 
prefence  of  the  other  members ;  and  in  cafe  the  'numbers  for 
the  two  higheft  in  votes  Ihall  be  equal,  then  the  i'pcaker  of 
the  council  Ihall  have  an  additional  calling  voice,  and  the 
appointment  of  the  perfon  who  has  the  majority  of  votes  (hall 
be  entered  at  large  on  the  minutes  and  journals  of  each  Huufe : 
and  a  copy  thereof  on  parchment,  certified  and  figned  by  the 
fpeakers  rc('pe£Uvcly,  .and  fealed  with  the  great  feal  of  the 
State,  which  they  are  hereby  authorifed  to  affix,  (hall  be  deli- 
vered to  the  perfon  To  chofen  prefident,  who  (hall  continue 
in  that  office  three  years,  and  until  the  fitting  rf  the  next 
General  AlTembly,  and  no  longer,  nor  be  eligible  until  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years  after  he  (hall  have  been  out  of  that 
oiiice.  An  adequate  but  moderate  falary  (hall  be  fettled  on 
hini  during  his  continuance  in  office.  He  may  draw  for  fuch 
fums  of  money  as  (hall  be  appropriated  by  the  General.  A irembly, 
and  be  accountable  to  them  for  the  fame.  He  may,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  the  Privy-council,  lay  embargoes  or  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  any  commodity  for  any  time  not  exceeding  thirty 
days,  in  the  recefs  of  the  General  AfTembly.  He  (hall  have 
the  power  of  granting  pardons  or  reprieves,  except  where  the 
profecution  (hall  be  carried  on  by  the  Houfe-of  AfTembly,  or 
the  law  (hall  otherwil'e  dird^ ;  in  which  cafes  no  pardon  or 
reprieve  (hall  be  granted,  but  by  a  rel'olve  of  the  Houf'e  of 
Alfembly  ;  and  may  exercife  all  the  other  executive  powers  uf 
government,  limited  and  reflrained  as  by  this  «couflitution  is 
mentioned,  and  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State.  And  on 
his  death,  inability,  or  ablence  from  the  State,  the  fpcaker  of 
the  Legillativc  Council  for  the  time  being  fhall  be  vicc-prefi- 
dent ;  and  .in  cafe  of  his  death,  inability,  or  abf'cnce  from  the 
State,  the  fpeakcr  of  the  HouTe  of  Afl'embly  fhall  have  the  pow- 
ers of  a  prefident,  until  a  new  nomination  is  made  by  the  Gene- 
ral AfTembly, 
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VIII.  A  privy*coifncil  confiding  of  four  members  diall  be 
chofen  by  ballot,  two  by  the  Legillattve  Council,  and  two  by 
the  HoUfe  of  Alfcmbly :  provided,  that  no  regular  ofhcer  of  the 
army  or  mavy  in  the  fervice  and  pay  of  the  Continent,  or  of 
thia  or  of  any  oiher  State,  (hall  be  eligible.  And  a  member  of 
the  Legifliitive  Council  or  of  the  iloufo  of  Airembly  being 
chofen  of  the  privy  council,  and  accepting  thereof,  ihall  thereby 
lofe  his  feat.  Three  members  (ball  be  a  quorum,  and  their  ad- 
vice and  proceedings  Ihall  be  entered  on  record,  and  figned  by 
the  mtimbers  prefent,  (to  any  part  of  which  any  member  may 
enter  his  dilfcnt)  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Aflcmbly^  when  cal- 
led for  by  them.  Two  members  ihall  be  removed  by  ballot, 
one  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and  one  by  the  Iluufe  of  Aifem- 
bly,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  ai^d  thofe  who  remain  the  next 
year  after,  who  (hall  feveraliy  be  ineligible  for  the  three  next 
years.  Thefe  vacancies,  as  well  as  thole  occafioned  by  death  or 
incapacity,  Ihall  be  fupplied  by  new  elefliohs  in  the  lame  man- 
ner. And  this  rotation  of  a  privy  counfellor  (hall  be  continued, 
afterwards  in  due  order  annually  for  ever.  The  prefident  may 
by  fummons  convene  the  privy  council  at  any  time  whru  the 
public  exigencies  may  require,  and  at  fuch  place  as  he  (hall 
think  moft  convenient,  when  and  where  they  arc  to  attend 
accordingly.^ 

IX.  The  prefident,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  pri- 
vy-council, may  embody  the  militia,  and  a£l  as  captain-general 
and  commander  in  chief  of  them,  and  the  other  military  force 
of  this  State,  under  the  laws  of  the  fame. 

X.  Either  Houfc  of  the  General  AH'cinbly  may  adjourn  thcm- 
felves  refpeftively.  The  prefident  (hall  not  prorogue,  adjourn, 
or  didolve  the  General  Aflembly  ;  but  he  may,,  with  the  advice 
of  the  privy  council,  or  on  the  application  of  a  majority  of 
eithier  Houfe,  call  them  before  the  time  to  which  they  (hall 
(land  aujx)urned ;  and  the  two  Houles  (hall  always  lit.a.t  the  fame 
time  and  place  ;  for  which  purpufe,  immediately  after  every  ad- 
journment, the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  AiTcmbly  fliali  give 
notice  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  other  Houfe  of  the  time  to  which 
the  Houfe  of  AU'embly  (lands  adjourned.  t 

XI.  The  delegates  for  Delaware  to  the  Congvcfs  of  the 
United-States  of  America   (hall    be  chofen   annually,  or   (uper- 

.  feded  in  the  mean   time,  by  joint   ballot  of  both  lloufcs  in  the 
General  Alfembly. 

XII.  The  prefident  and  General  Alfcmbly  (hall  by  joint  bal- 
lot appoint  three  jufliccii  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State, 
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one  of  whom  Ihall  be  chief  judice  and  a  judge  of  admiratty; 
and  alfo  four  judices  of  tlie  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans  Courts  for  each  county,  one  of  whom  in  each  court 
ihall  be  (liled  Chief  Juflice  (and  in  cafe  of  divifion  on  the  bat- 
lot,  the  preitdent  (hail  have  an  additional  cailin^  yoice,)  to  be 
commiflioned  by  the  prefident  under  the  greai  feal,  who  ftiall 
continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour  ;  and  during  the  time 
the  jufticcs  of  the  faid  Supreme  Court  and  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  remain  in  office,  they  fhall  hold  none  other  except  in  the 
militia.  Any  one  of  the  judices  of  either  of  faid  courts  fhall 
have  power,  in  cafe  of  the  non-coming  ef  his  brethern,  to 
open  and  adjourn  the  court.  An  adequate,  fixed,  but  moderate 
falary  fhall  be  fettled  on  them  during  their  continuance  in  of- 
fice. The  prefident  and  privy  council  fhall  appoint  the  fecre- 
tary  ;  the  attorney-general  ;  regiflcrs  for  the  probate  of  wills, 
and  granting  letters  'of  adminillration  ;  regiflers  in  Chancery  ; 
clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans  Courts,  and 
clerks  of  the  peace  -,  who  fhall  be  commiffioncd  as  aforefaid,  ahd 
remain  in  oihce  during  five  years,  if  they  behave  th'emfelvcs 
well,  during  which  time  the  faid  regiflers  in  Chancery  and 
clerks  fhall  not  be  juflices  of  either  of  the  Xaid  courts  of  which 
they  are  officers,  but  they  fhall  have  authority  to  fign  all  writs 
by  them  iifued,  and  take  recognizances  of  bail.  The  juflices  of 
the  peace  fiiall  be  nominated  by  the  Houfe  of  AflTembly  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  they  flidll  name  twenty-fi)ur  perfons  foi  each  county, 
of  whom  the  prefident,  with  the  approbation  of  the  privy  coun- 
cii.  fhall  appoint  twelve,  who  fhall  be  commiflioned  as  eforeiaid. 
and  continue  in  office  during  ievcn  years,  if  they  bchiive  them- 
felves  well  ;  and  in  calc  of  vacancies,  or  if  the  IrgHlature  fhall 
think  proper  to  incrieaie  the  number,  they  fliall  be  nominated 
and  appointed  in  like  manner.  The  members  of  the  legiflativc 
and  privy  councils  ihAl  be  juflices  of  the  peace  for  the  whole 
State,  during  tlieir  continuance  in  trufl :  and  the  juflices  of  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  lliall  be  conlervators  of  the  p'lace  in 
their  reipcftivc  countits. 

XIII.  Tiic  jufticcs  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Or- 
phans Courts  Hull  have  the  power  of  holding  inferior  courts  of 
Chancery  as  heretofore,  unlefs  the  legiflature  (ball  olherewife 
dircft. 

XIV.  The  clerks  of  llie  Supreme  Courts  fliall  be  appointed 
by  t'l"^  chief  jufticc  thereof,  and  tlie  recorders  of  deeds  by  tlie 
jufticcs  of  the  courts  of  Commt)n  Pleas  for  each  county  feve- 
rallv,  and  commilfioncd  by  the  prefident  under  the  great  feai, 
and  continue   in  office  five   years,  if   tJicy   behave  themlelvcs 

'A'fll.  ' 
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XV.  The  fhcrlffs  and  coroners  of  the  refpeftive  counties 
fhall  be  chofen  annually  as  heretofore ;  and  any  pcrfon  having  ^ 
fcrved  three  years  as  fherifF,  (hall  be  ineligible  for  three  years 
after;  and  the  prciident  and  privy  council  flwll  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  fuch  <if  the  two  candidates  returned  for  the  faid 
offices  of  flicrift's  and  coroners,  as  they  (hnll  think  bed  quali- 
fied, in  the  fame  manner  that  the  governor  heretofore  enjoyed 
this  power, 

KVI.  The  General  Aflembly,  by  joint  ballof|lfliall  appoint 
the  generals  and  field  officers,  and  all  other  officers  in  the  army 
or  navy  of  this  State.  And  the  prefidcnt  may  appoint  during 
pleafure,  until  otherwile  direfted  by  the  legiflaturc,  all  necefrary 
civil  officers  not  herein  before  mentioned. 

XVII.  There  fliall  be  an  appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Delaware  in  matters  of  law  and  equity,  to  a  court  of  lev  en  per- 
fons,  to  conlift  of  the  prefident  for  the  time  being,  who  fliall 
prefide  therein,  and  fix  others  ;  three  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Lcgiflative  Council,  and  three  by  the  Houfe  of  Affcmbly,  wlio 
Ih'all  continue  in  office  during  good  Ipehaviour,  and  be  com- 
miffioned  by  the  prefident  under  the  great  fcal ;  which  court 
fhall  be  ftiled.  The  Court  of  Appeals,  and  have  all  the  authn-  ^ 
rity  and  powers  heretofore  given  by  law  in'the  laft  rcl'ort  to  the 
King  in  council,  under  the  old  government.  The  fccrctary 
fhall  be  the  clerk  of  this  court,  and  vacancies  therein  occafi- 
oned  by  death  or  incapacity  ffiall  be  fupplied  by  new  clc6lions, 
in  manner  aforefaid.  * 

XVIII.  The  juftices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  courts  of 
Common  Pleas,  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  fccrctary, 
the  truftecs  of  the  Loan  Office,  and  clerks  of  the  courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  during  their  continuance  in  office,  and  all  perfons 
concerned  in  any  army  or  navy  contratts,  fli.ill  he  ineligible  to 
either  Houfe  of  Affembly ;  and  any  member  of  either  Ifoufe 
accepting  of  any  other  of  the  offices  herein  befoie  meiitionpd, 
excepting  the  office  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  fljall  have- his 
feat  thereby  vacated,  and  a  new  eleftion  {Ivdll  be  ordered. 

XIX.  The  Legiflative  Council  and  AiTembly  fliall  have  the 
power  of  making  the  great  feal  of  this  State,  which  fliall  be 
kept  by  the  prefident,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the  vice-prefidcnt, 
to  be  ufcd  by  them  as  occafion  may  require.  It  fliall  bs  called, 
The  Great  Seal  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  fliall  be  alHxcd  lo 
all  laws  and  commiffions. 

XX.  Commiffions  fliall  run  in  the  name  of  The  Delaware 
State,  and   bear  teft  by  the  prefident.      Writs  fliall  run  in  the 
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fame  manner,  and  bear  teft  in  the  name  of  the  chief  jiifticc,  or 
juftice  firfl  named  in  the  comniinions  for  the  feveral  courts,  and 
be  fealed  with  the  public  feals  of  Inch  courts.  Indid:ments  thall 
conclude,  Againji  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State. 

XXI.  In  cale  of  vacancy  of  the  ofiices  above  direfted  to  be 
filled  by  the  prelident  and  General  Affembly,  the  prcfident  and 
Privy  Council  may  appoint  others  in  .their  ilead,  until  there 
fhall  be  a  now  clcftlon. 

XXII.  Ev^  pcrfon  who  fliall  be  chpfen  a  member  Qf  eit4icr 
Houfe,  or  appointed  to  any  office  or  place  of  truft,  before  tak- 
ing his  feat,  or  entering  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  Ihall 
take  the  foilovving  oatJi,  or  affirmation,  if  confcientioufly  fcru- 
pulous  of  taking  an  oath,  to  wit, 

"  I  A,  B.  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State, 
fubmit  to  its  confkitution  and  laws,  and  do  no  a£l  wittingly 
whereby  the  freedom  thereof  may  be  prejudiced." 

And  alio  make  and  fubfcribe  the  following  declaration,  to  wit, 

*'  I  A.  B.  do  profcfs  faith  in  God  the  father,  and  in  Jefus 
Chrift  his  only  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  bleffed  for 
evprmore  ;  and  I  do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Scripture^  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftamcnt  to  be  given  by  divine  inlpirati(^." 

And  all  officers  fliall  alfo  take  an  oath  of  office. 

XXIII.  The  prefident  when  he  is  out  of  office,  and  within 
eighteen  months  after,  and  all  others,  offending  agajnfl  the  State, 
either  by  mal  adminillration,  corruption,  or  other  means,  by 
which  the  fafcty  of  the  Commonwealth  »may  be  endangered, 
within  eighteen  months  after  the  offence  committed,  fhall  be 
impeachable  by  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly  before  the  Legiflative 
Council  5  fuch  impeachment  to  be  prolccuted  by  the  attorney- 
general,  or  fuch  other  perlon  or  perlons  as  the  Houfe  of  AlTem- 
bly may  appoint,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  If  found 
guilty,  he  or  they  fhall  be  either  for  ever  difabled  to  hold  any 
office  under  government,  or  removed'  from  office  pro  tempore, 
or  fubjefted  to  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as  the  laws  fhall  dircft. 
And  all  officers  fhall  be  removed  on  convi£lion  of  mifbehaviour 
at  common  law,  or  on  impeachment,  or  upon  the  addreis  of  the 
General  Aflemhly. 

XXIV.  All  a6ls  of  AfTcmbly  in  force  in  this  State  on  the  15th 
day  of  May  laft,  and  not  hereby  altered,  or  contrary  to  the  relo- 
liuions  of  Congrefs,  or  of  the  late  Iloule  of  Aflemhly  of  this 
State,  fliall  fo  continue  until  altered  or  repealed  bv  the  legifla- 
ture  of  this  State,  unlcis  where  they  are  temporary,  in  whiclt 
cafe  they  fhall  expire  at  the  times  rclpcftivel^  limited  for  their 
duration.  ' 
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XXV.  The  cownon  ^law  of  England,  as  well  at  fo  much  of 
the  fltatute  law  as  have  been  heretofore  adopt*  d  in  pra£lice  itt 
this  State,  fhall  remain  in  force,  unlcfs  they  (hall  be  altered  by 
»  future  law  of  the  legiflature  ;  fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  arc 
repugnant  to  the  rights  and  privileges  contained  in  this  Confti- 
tution,  ai^d  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  &c.  agreed  to  by  (hi» 
Convention, 

X'Xyi.  No  perfon  hereafter  imported  into  this  State  fronn 
Africa  ought  to  be  held  in  Oavery  under  any  pretence  whatever  j 
and  no  negro,  Indian  or  mulatto  flave,  ought  to  be  brought 
into  this  State  for  falc  from  any  part  of  the  world. 

XXVII.  The  firft  cleaion  for  the  General  Affemhly  of  thi* 
State  fhall  be  held  on  the  aid  day  of  Oftober  next,  at  the  court 
houfes  in  the  feveral  counties,  in  the  manner  heretofore  ufcd  in 
the  elc^ion  of  the  Afl'embly,  except  as  to  choice  of  infpeftors 
and  alTeflbrs,  where  aflelfors  have  not  been  chofen  on  the  i6th 
pf  September  inft.  which  (hall  be  made  op  the  morning  of  the 
day  of  eleftion,  by  the  eleftors,  inhabitant^  of  the  relpeftive 
hundred,s  in  each  county;  at  which  tinic  the  IherifFs  and  coro- 
ners for  the  faid  ,counties  refpeftively  are  to  be  *  elcfted ;  and 
the  prefent  Oieriffs  of  the  counties  of  Newcaflle  and  Kent  mav^ 
be  re-chol'cn  to  that  office  until  the  ift  of  Prober,  in  the  yeaW 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufahd  fcven  hundred  and  levcnty-nine,  a.nd 
the  prefent  CherifF  for  the  county  of  Snffcx  may  be  rc-chofen  to 
that  office  until  the  Jfirft  day  of  Oftober,  in  the  ycaf  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand>  fcyen  hundred  and  feventy- eight,  provided 
th9  freemen  think  proper  to  re-eleft  .them  at  every  general 
elcftion ;  and  the  prefent  Iheriffs  and  coroners  refpeftively 
fliall  continue  to  exercife  their  offices  as  heretofore,  until  the 
iheriffs  and  jccronerg  Jo  be  clefted  on  the  faid  twenty-firft  day 
of  Otlobcr  fhall  be  commiffioned  and  fworn  into  office.  The 
members  of  the  Legiflative  Council  and  Alfembly  fhall  meet  for 
^ranfafting  the  bufinef^  of  the  State  on  the  twqnty-eijjhth  day 
pf  Oftober  ne.  t,  and  continue  in  office  until  l  firft  day  of 
Oftober  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thoufand  -n  huiulicJ 
and  feventy-feven ;  on  which  day,  and  on  the  fnd  day  of 
Oftobcr  in  qach  year  for  ever  after,  the  Legiflative  Council, 
AlTemhly,  fheriffs  and  coroners,  fliall  be  cholen  by  bailtn  in 
manner  dir<?fted  by  the  feveral  laws  of  this  Slate  for  regulating 
plcftions  of  mcinbi-rs  of  Afl'embly,  and  fherifls  and  coroners  ; 
and  the  General  AfTeirbly  fhall  meet  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
the  fame  month,  for  tranfafting  the  bufincis  «if  the  State  ;  nnd 
jfany  of  the  laid  firH  and   twentieth  days  ol  Oftobcr  fliould  be 
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Sunday,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  tke  elcftions  (hall  be  held  and 
the  General  Aifembly  meet  the  next  day  following. 

XXVIII.  To  prevent  any  violence  or  force  being  ufed  at 
the  faid  eleAions,  no  perfons  (hall  come  armed  to  any  of  them ; 
jand  no  mufter  of  the  militia  Ihall  be  made  on  that  day,  nor  ihall 
any  battalion  or  company  give  in  their  votes  immediately 
fucceeding  each  other,  if  any  other  voter  who  offers  to  vote 
obje£ls  thereto  ;  nor  (halt  any  battalion  or  company  in  the  pay 
of  the  continent,  or  of  this  or  any  other  State,  be  fuflPered  to 
remain  at  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  faid  ele£lions,  nor 
within  one  mile  of  the  faid  places  refpeftively,  for  twenty-four 
hours  before  the  opening  the  faid  eleftions,  nor  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  fame  are  clofed.  To  as  in  any  manner  to 
impede  the  freely  and  conveniently  carrying  on  the  faid  ele£l:ion ; 
provided  always,  that  every  eleftor  may  in  a  peaceable  and  order- 
ly manner  give  in  his  vote  on  the  faid  day  of  eleflion. 

XXIX.  There  fhall  be  no  e(labli(hment  of  any  one  religious 
feft  in  this  State  in  preference  to  another,  and  no  clergyman 
or  preacher  of  the  gol^e.l,  of  any  denomination,  (hall  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  any  civil  office  in  this  State,  or  of  being  a  tnem- 
^er  of  either  of  the  branches  of  the  legiflature,  while  they  con- 
tinue in  the  excercife  of  the  padoral  fun£lion. 

XXX.  No  article  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Funda- 
mental Rules  of  this  State,  agreed  to  by  this  Convention,  nor 
the  firft,  fecond,  fifth,  (except  that  part  thereof  that  relates 
,to  the  right  of  fulfragc)  twenty-fixth  and  twenty-ninth  articles 
of  this  Conftitution,  ought  ever  to  be  violated  on  any  pretence 
whatever.  No  other  part  of  this  Conftitution  (hall  be  altered, 
changed  or  diminifhed,  without  the  confent  of  live  parts  in 
(even  .of  the  AiTcmbly,  and  feyen  members  of  the  Legiflativc 
j3ouncil,t  „  '  ■  . 


TERRITORY  N.  W.  op  the  OHIO. 


SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  HIS  territory,  N.  W.  of  the  Ohio,  is  fituated  between  37* 
and  50**  north  latitude,  and  60°  and  23**  weft  longitude. 

This  cxtenfivc  traft  of  country  is  bounded  north,  by  part 
of  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States. ;  eaft  by  the 
lakes  and  Pennfylvania  ;  fouth,  by  the  Ohio  river ;  weft,  by 
the  Mifliflippi.  Mr.  Hutchins,  the  late  geographer  of  the 
United  States,  cftimates,  that  this  tra£l  contains  two  hundred 
and  fixty-three  millions  forty  thoufand  acres,  of  which  forty- 
three  millions  forty  thoufand  are  water ;  this  dedu£led,  there 
will  remain  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  acres,  belong- 
ing to  the  federal  government,  to  be  fold  for  the  difcharge  of 
the  national  debt ;  except  a  narrow  ftrip  of  land  bordering  on ,, 
the  (buth  of  lake  Erie,  and  ftretching  an  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  weft  of  the  weftern  limit  of  Pennfylvania,  which  belongs 
to  Conneflicut. 

But  a  fmall  proportion  of  thcfe  lands  is  yet  purchafed  of  the 
natives,  and  to  be  dilpofed  of  by  Congrefs.  Beginning  on  the 
meridian  line,  which  forms  the  weftern  boundary  of  Pennfylva. 
nia,  feven  ranges  of  townftiips  have  been  furveyed  and  laid  oflF 
by  order  of  Congrefs.  As  a  north  and  fouth  line  ftrikes  the 
Ohio  in  an  oblique  direftion,  the  termination  of  the  fdVenth 
range  falls  upon  that  river,  nine  miles  above  the  Mufkingum, 
which  is  the  firft  large  river  that  fnlls  into  the  Ohio.  It  forms 
the  junftion  an  hundred  and  fevcnly-two  miles  below  Fort  Pitt, 
including  the  windings  of  the  Ohio,  though  in  a  dirc6l  line  is 
but  ninety  miles. 

The  lands  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguiftied,  and 
which  iiie  now  purchafing  under  the  United  States,  are  defined 
within  the  limits  already  mentioned.* 

On  thefe  lands  feveral  fettK-incnts  are  commencing,  one  at 
Marietta,  at  the  mouth  of  Mulkirgum,  under  tiie  dircftion  of 
the  Ohio  company:  another  between  the  Miami  rivers,  under 
the  dire6lion  of   Colonel  Symmcs  ;  and  a  French  letilement  at 
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Galllopolis.  There  arc  fcveral  other  tra£ts  delineated  on  the  map, 
which  have  been  granted  by  Congrefs  to  particular  companies, 
and  other  trails  for  particular  ul'es,  which  remain  without  any 
Englifli  fettlements. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SOIL,  AND  PiCODlJCTIONS. 

Our  remarks  on  thefe  heads,  beddes  what  the  reader  will 
(ind  interfperfed  in  the  dcrcription  of  the  rivers,  we  add  from 
an  anonymous  pamphlet  publilhed  not  long  fince,  which  we 
prefume  is  the  moft  authentic,  re(pe£ling  the  part  of  that  country 
which  has  been  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  of  any  that  has  been 
laid  before  the  public. 

"  The  undiflinguiihed  terms  of  admiration  that  are  com- 
monly ufcd  in  fpeaking  of  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country  on 
the  wcftern  waters  of  the  United  States,  would  render  it  difficult, 
without  accurate  attention  in  the  furveys,  to  afcribe  a  preference 
to  any  particular  part ;  or  to  give  a  juft  dei'cription  of  the  terri- 
tory  under  confideration,  without  the  hazard  of  being  fufpefted 
of  exaggeration  :  but  in  this  we  have  the  united  opinion  ,of  the 
geographer,  the  furveyors,  and  every  traveller  that  has  been 
•^intimately  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  marked  fvery 
natural  obje£l  with  the  mofl:  fcrupulous  exa61:ners— that  no  part 
of  the  federal  territory  unites  fo  many  advantages,  in  point  of 
health,  fertility,  variety  of  produ£tions,  and  foreign  intercourfe, 
as  that  which  (Iretches  from  the  Mufkingum  to  the  Scioto  and 
the  great  Miami  rivers.* 

**  Colonel  Cordon,  in  his  Journal,  fpeaking  of  a  much 
larger  range  of  country,  in  which  this  is  included,  and  makes 
unquellionably  the  fined  part,  has  the  following  obfervation ; 
"  The«(pountry  on  the  Ohio  is  every  where  pleafant,  with  large 
level  fpots  of  rich  land,  and  remarkably  healthy.  One  general 
remark  of  this  nature  will  ferve  for  the  whole  traft  of  the  globe 
compi-chcnded  between  the  weftern  fkirts  of  the  Allegany 
mountains;  thence  running  fouth-weflwardly  to  the  diflance 
of  five  hundred  miles  to  the  Ohio  falls ;  then  crofling  them 
northerly  to  the  heads  of  the  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into 
the  Ohio ;  thence  eaft  along  the  ridge  that  fepar^tes  the  lakes 
and  Ohio  ftieams  to  French  creek :  this  country  may,  from 
a  proper  knowledge,  be  affirmed  to  be  the  moft  healthy,  the 


*  A  gentleman  who  has  vifitcd  this  country,  fuppofcs  this  account  is  a  little 
too  highly  cmhcllifhcd  ;  he  acknowledge*  that  it  is  a  very  fine  country,  but 
tliinks  that  thpn:  arc  other  parts  of  the  weftern  unlettled  country,  which  unite  at 
Icail  as  inaav,  it  not  more  advanta^jes,  than  t!ie  tra£b  above  mentioned. 
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mod  pleafant,   the  mnfl:  commodious  and  mod   fertile  fpot   of 
earth,  known  to  the  European  people. 

"  The  lands  on  the  various  ftrcams  above  mentioned,  which 
fall  into  the  Ohio,  are  now  more  accuntely  known,  and  may 
be  defcribed  with  confidence  and  prccifton.  They  are  interfper- 
fcd  with  all  the  variety  of  foil  which  conduces  to  the  pleafant- 
nefs  of  fituation,  and  lays  the  foundation  for  the  wealth  of  an 
agricultural  and  manufafluring  people.  Large  level  bottoms,  or 
natural  meadows,  from  twenty  to  fifty  miles  in  circuit,  arc  every 
where  found  bordering  the  rivers,  and  variegating  the  country 
in  the  interior  parts.  Tliefe  afford  as  rich  a  foil  as  can  be  imagined, 
and  may  be  reduced  to  proper  cultivation  with  very  little  labour. 
It  is  faid,  that  in  many  of  thefe  bottoms  a  man  may  clear  an  acre 
a  day,  fit  for  planting  with  Indian  corn,  there  being  no  under- 
wood ;  and  the  trees  growing  very  high  and  latge,  but  not  thick 
together,  need  nothing  but  girdling. 

"  The  prevailing  growth  of  timber,  and  the  more  ufeful 
trees,  are,  maple  or  fugar  tree,  fycamore,  black  and  white  mul- 
berry, black  and  white  walnut,  butternut,  chefnut ;  white,  black, 
Spanifh  and  chefnut  oaks,  hiccory,  cherry,  buckwood  or  horfe 
chefnut,  honey  lucufl:,  elm,  cucumber  tree,  lyn  tree,  gum  tree, 
iron  wood,  a(h,  afpin,  faflafras,  crap  apple  tree,  paupaw  or  cuf- 
tard  apple,  a  variety  of  plum  trees,  nine-bark,  fpice,  and  leather- 
wood  bufhes.  General  Pari'ons  meafured  a  black  walnut  tree 
near  Mulkingum,  whofe  circumference,  at  five  feet  from  the 
ground,  was  twenty-two  feet.  A  fycamore,  near  the  fame  place, 
meafured  forty-four  feet  in  circumference,  at  fome  diftahce  from 
the  ground.  White  and  black  oak,  and  chefnut,  with  mod  ( f 
the  above-mentioned  timbers,  grow  large  and  plenty  upon  the 
high  grounds  :  both  the  high  and  low  lands  produce  vlfl  quan- 
tities of  natural  grapes  of  various  kinds,  of  which  the  fettlers 
univerfally  make  a  fufficicncy  of  rich  red  wine  for  their  own 
confumption.  It  is  afferted  in  the  old  fettlement  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, where  they  have  had  opportunity  to  try  it,  that  age  will 
render  this  wine  preferable  to  moft  of  the  European  wines. 
Cotton  is  the  natural  produ£lion  of  this  country,  and  grows  in 
great  perfeftion. 

"  The  fugar  maple  is  a  moft  valuable  tree  for  an  inland 
countrj'  ;  any  number  of  inhabitants  may  be  for  ever  fupplied 
with  a  fufficiency  of  fugar,  by  preferving  a  few  trees  for. the 
ufe  of  each  family  :  a  tree  will  yield  about  ten  pounds  of  fugar 
a  year,  and  the  labour  is  very  trifling  :  the  fap  is  extrafted  in 
the   months   of  February   and  March,  and   granulated,    by    the 
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fknple   operation  of  boiling,  to   a   fugar  equal   in  flavour  and 
whitenel's  to  the  bed  Mufcuvado. 

"  Springs  of  excellent  water  abound  in  every  part  of  this 
territory  ;  and  fmall  and  large  dreams,  for  mills  and  other  pur- 
poles,  are  aftually  iiiterfperfed,  as  if  by  art,  lb  that  there  fecms 
to  b%  no  deficiency  in  any  of  ^hc  neceflaries  of  life. 

"  Very  little  wade  land  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  this 
traft  of  country  j  there  are  no  fwamps  but  fuch  as  may  be  rea- 
dily drained,  and  made  into  arable  and  meadow  land;  and  though 
the  hills  are  frequent,  they  arc  gentle  and  fwelling,  no  where 
high  or  incapable  of  tillage  ;  they  are  of  a  deep,  rich  foil,  cover- 
ed with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  pro- 
duction of  wheat,  rye,  indigo,  tobacco,   &c. 

"  The  communications  between  this  country  and  the  fea  will 
iie  principally  in  the  four  following  direflions  : 

•'  t.  Th?  route  through  the  Scioto  and  Mulkingum,  to  lake 
Erie,  and  fo  to  the  river  Hudfon,  which  has  been  already 
defcribed. 

"  2.  The  paflage  up  the  Ohio  and  Monongahela  to  the  por- 
tage above  mentioned,  which  leads  to  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  Potomack  ;  this  portage  is  thirty  miles',  and  will  probably 
be  rendered  much  lefs  by  the  execution  of  the  plans  now  on 
foot  for  opening  the  navigation  of  thofc  waters. 

«'  3,  The  Great  Kanhaway,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio  from 
the  Virginia  fliore,  between  the  Hockhocking  and  the  Scioto, 
opens  an  cxtenHve  navigation  from  the  fouth-ead,  and  leaves 
but  eighteen  miles  portage  from  the  navigable  waters  of  James 
river  in  Virginia.  This  communication  for  the  country  be- 
tween Mulkingum  and  Scioto,  will  probably  be  more  ufed  than 
any  other  for  the  exportation  of  manufactures  and  other  light 
and  vahiable  articles,  and  elpccially  for  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign commodit'~3,  which  may  be  brought  from  the  Chefapeak 
tt>  the  Ohio  much  cheaper  than  they  are  now  carried  from 
Philadelphia  to  Carlille,  and  the  other  thick-fettled  back  coun- 
ties of  Pennfylvania.* 

"  4.  But  the  current  down  the  Ohio  and  Miflftfippi,  for 
heavy  articles  that  fuit  the  Florida  and  Wed-India  markets, 
fuch  as  corn,  flour,  beef,  lumber,  &c.  will  be  more  frequently 
loaded  ^han  any  ftre^ns  on  earth.     The  didance  from  the  Scioto 


*  Wc  think  it  right  to  notice  that  a  gentleman  of  much  obfcrvation,  and  a 
grrat  traveller  in  this  country,  is  of  opinion,  that  this  communication  or  route 
is  chimerical. 
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to  the  Mifllfllppi  is  eight  hundred  miles,  from  thence  t0  the 
(ea  is  nine  hundred.  This  whole  courfe  is  eafily  run  in  fifteen 
days,  and  the  paflage  up  thofe  rivers  is  not  fo  difficult  as  has 
ufually  been  reprefented.  It  is  found,  by  late  experiments,  that 
fails  are  ufed  to  great  advantage  againft  the  current  of  the  Ohio ; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  in  all  probability  fleam 
boats  will  be  found  to  do  infinite  fervicc  in  all  our  extenfive 
river  navigation. 

"  The  deftgn  of  Congrefs  and  of  the  Ohio  company  is,  that 
the  fettlements  fhall  proceed  regularly  down  the  Ohio,  and 
northward  to  lake  Erie ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  not  many  years 
will  elapfe,  before  the  whole  country  above  Miami  will  be 
brought  to  that  degree  of  cultivation,  which  will  exhibit  all  its 
latent  beauties,  nndjuflify  thole  dclcriptions  of  travellers  which 
have  uv  often  made  it  the  garden  of  the  world,  the  feat  of  wealth, 
and  the  center  of  a  great  empire. 

"  No  country  is  better  {locked  with  wild  game  of  every 
kind ;  innumerable  herds  of  deer  and  wild  cattlo  arc  fheltered 
in  the  groves,  and  fed  in  the  extenfive  bottoms  tliat  every  where 
abound  j  an  unqueflionable  proof  of  the  great  fertility  of  the  foil : 
turkies,  geefe,  ducks,  fwans,  teal,  pheafants,  partridges,  &c.  are, 
from  obfervation,  believed  to  be  in  greater  plenty  here,  than 
the  tame  poultry  are  in  any  part  of  the  old  fettlements  in- 
America. 

"  The  rivers  are  well  ftored  with  fifh  of  various  kinds,  and 
many  of  them  of  an  excellent  quality :  they  arc  generally  '  t  .;, 
though  of  different  fizes  ;  the  cat  fifh,  which  is  the  largeft,  anf^.  of 
a  delicious  flavour,  weighs  from  fix  to  eighty  pounds." 

The  Mufkingum  is  a  gentle  river,  confined  by  banks  fo  high 
as  to  p/evcnt  its  overflowing.  It  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
wide  at  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio,  and  navigable  by  large 
batteaux  and  barges  to  the  Three  Legs ;  and  by  imaU  ones  to  tlic 
lake  at  its  head.  Froifl  thence,  by  a  portage  of  about  one  mile, 
a  communication  is  opened  to  lake  Erie,,  through  the  Cayahoga, 
which  is  a  flream  of  great  utility,  navigable  the  whole  length 
without  any  obflruftion  from  falls.  From  lake  Erie  the  avenue 
is  well  known  to   the  Hudfon,  in  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  Hockhocking  refembles  the  Mufkingum,  though  fome- 
what  inferior  in  fize.  It  is  navigable  for  large  boats  about  feven- 
ty  miles,  and  for  fmall  ones  much  farther.  On  the  hanks  of  this 
very  ufeful  flream  arc  found  inexhauflible  quarries  of  frec- 
ftone,    large  beds   of  iron   ore,  and  fome    rich   mines  of  lead, 
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Coal' mines  and  fait  fpriiiigy  ire  frcqueat  ui  Uie  nei|;hbout1iood 
o|  this  (Ircam,  is  they  are  in  every  part  of  the  weftern  territory. 
The  (alt  that  may  be  obtained  from  thole  Iprtnga  will  afford 
an  ine xhauAible  (lore  of  that  necrnfary  article.  Beds  of  whiit 
and  blue  clay,  of  an  excellent  quality,  are  likewife  fonnd  hejre, 
fuitablc  fur  the  manufaflurc  of  glafs,  crockery,  and  irther  earthen 
wares.  Rod  ibole  and  many  other  uleful  fofliis  have  been  obler- 
vcd  on  the  branches  of  this  river.  * 

The  Scioto  is  a  larger  river  than  either  of  the  preceding,  ar.d 
■opens  a  more  extcnfive  navigation.  It  is  palTabie  for  large  barges 
for  two  hundred  miles,  with  a  portage  of  only  four  miles  to  the 
Sandu(ky,  a  good  navigable  ftreain  that  falls  into  the  lake  Erie. 
Through  the  Sandulky  and  Scioto  lies  the  mofl  common  paff 
from  Canada  to  the  Ohio  and  MifTifTtppi ;  one  of  the  mofl  ex- 
tenfive  and  ufcful  communications  that  is  to  be  found  in  this 
country.  ,  Prodigious  e^ct.enfion^  oF  territory  arc  here  conne£led; 
and,  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the  weAern  parts  of  Canida, 
lake  Erie,  and  the  Kentucky  countries  are  fettling,  we  inay  an> 
ticipate  an  immenfe  intercourfe  between  them.  The  lands  on 
the  borders  of  the  middle  dreams,  from  this  circum(lance  a|one, 
afide  from  their  natural  fertility,  muil  be  rendered  very  valuable. 
The  flour,  corn,  flax,  hemp,  &c.  raifed  for  exportation  in  that 
great  country  between  the  lakes  Huron  and  Qntario,  will  find 
an  outlet  through  lake  Eric  and  thcfe  rivers,  or  down  the 
Mifliirippi.  The  Ohio  merchant  can  give  a  higher  price  than 
thofe  of  Quebec  for  thcfc  commodities,  as  they  may  be  tranf- 
ported  from  the  former  to  Florida  and  the  Weft-India  iflands. 
with  lefs  expenlc.  rilk,  and  infuran,ce,  than  from  the  latter ;  while 
the  expenfe  from  the  place  of  growth  to  the  Qhio  will  not  b/5 
one  fourth  of  what  it  would  be  to  Quebec,  and  mutli  lc('s  than 
even  to  the  Oneida  lake.  The  flrcain  of  Scioto  is  gentle,  and 
no  where  broken  by  falls :  at  Ibmc  places,  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year,  it  oyerflowiv;s  hanks,  thus  providite  for  large  natural  ric^ 
plantations.  Salt  fprings,  coiil  mines,  white  and  blue  clay,  and 
fjce-ft;onc,  abound  in  the  country  adjoining  this  river. 

The  Little  Miami  is  too  Imall  for  batteaux  navigation.  Its 
banks  are  good  land,  and  fo  high  as  to  prevent,  in  common,  the 
overflowing  of  the  water.         "  '  ' 

The  Great  Miami  has  a  yery  ftony  channel,  and  a  fwift 
ftream,  but  no  falls.  It  is  formed  of  feveral  }arge  branches, 
which  arc  pafl'ablc  for  boats  (a  great  dif^ance.  One  branch  comes 
from  he  weft,  and  lilcs  in  the  Wabafa  country  :  another  riles  near 

I.,'.  1  .  ..I-..  .  .         .-  ' 11.  .iV,.! 
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the  head  waters  of  Miami  ^iver,  which  runs  into  fake  £ric; 
and  a  (hort  portage  divides  another  branii:h  of  Sandulky  river,i 
It  aKo  interlocks  with  the  Sciotq*  .  * 

The  Wabafli  is  a  beautifu)  river^  with  high  and  fertile  banks. 
It  empties  into  the  Ohio  by  a  mouth  two  hundred  and  feventy 


one  thoufand  and  twenty  milea  below 


I^t 


Pitt. 


yards   wi^  on 

In  the  fving,  fummer,  and  autumn,  it  is  pafTable  for  batteau^ 
drawini  three  feet  water,  four  hundred  and  twelve  miles,  to 
Quitanon,  a  fmall  French  fcttlement,  on  the  wcl^  fide  of  the . 
river  ;  and  for  large  canoes  one  hundred  and  nipety<feven  miles 
farther,  to  the  Miami  carrying  place^  nine  miles  from  Miami 
village.  This  village  (lands  on  Miami  river,  which  emptief 
^nto  the  fouth-weft  part  of  lake  l^rie.  The  communication 
between  Detroit^  and  the  Illinois,  and  Ohio  countries,  is  ud 
Miami  river  to  Miami  village,  thence,  by  land,  nine  miles, 
when  the  rivers  are  high ;  and  from  eighteen  to  thirty  when 
they  arc  low,  through  a  level  country  to  the  Wabafh,  an4 
through  the  varioiis  branches  of  the  Wabafh  to  the  places  qf 
deftination. 

^  filver  mine  has  been  difcovered  about  twenty-eight  miles 
above  Quitanon,  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  Wabafh.  Salt 
fprings,  lime,  free- (lone,  blue,  yellow,  and  white  clay,  are 
found  in  plenty  upon  this  river. 

The  rivers  Avafc  and  Kalkafkias  empty  into  the  MifTiflippi 
from  the  north-eaft ;  the  former  is  navigable  for  boats,  fixty, 
and  ihe  latter,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  They 
both  run  through  a  rich  country,  which  lias  extenfive  mea- 
dows, t 

Between  the  Ka^kaflcias  and  Illinois  riyers,  which  are  eightyr 
four  miles  apart,  is  an  extenfive  traft  of  level,  rich  land,  whicl^ 
terminates  in  a  high  ridge^  about  fifteen  miles  before  you  reach 
the  Illinois  riycr.  In  this  delightful  vale  are  a  number  of 
^rench  villages,  wjiich,  together  wi.th  thofe  of  St.  Genevieve 
and  St.  Louis,  on  tne  wcllcrn  fide  of  the  Miififfippi,  contain- 
,ed  in  1771,  one  thouiand  two  hundred  and  fcventy-threc 
feiicible  men. 

Qnc  hundred  and  feventy-fix  miles  above  the  Ohio,  'and 
eighteen  miles  above  the  MifTouri,  the  Illinois  empties  into  the 
MifTiirippi  from  the  north-eaft  by  a  mouth  fpur  hundred  yard^ 
wide.  This  river  is  bordered  with  fine  meadovVs,  which  in 
fume  places  extend  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  :  this  river  fur- 
nifhes  a  communication  with  lakq  Mirhigan,  by  the  Chicago 
river,  between  which  and  the  Illinois  are  two  portages,  the 
Ipngell  of  which  does  not  exceed  four  miles.     It   receives  a 
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iius|Mr  of  riven,  which  are  from  twertty  to  one  hundred  yards 
WMK,  ind  navigable  fur  boats  from  fifteen  to  one  hundred  and 
Eighty  miles.  ,  On  the  north-wedcrn  fide  of  this  river  is  a  coal 
mine,  which  extends  for  half  a  mile  along  the  middle  of  the 
bank  of  the  liver,  and  about  the  fame  didance  below  the  coal 
mine  are  two  fait  ponds,  one  hundred  yards  in  circij|^ferencc, 
and  feveral  feet  in  depth.  The  water  is  fliignant,^nd  of  a 
yellowifh  colour  ;  but  the  French  and  natives  make  good  I'alt 
from  it.  The  foil  of  the  Illinois  country  is,  in  general,  of  a 
fupeiiur  quality:  Us  natural  growth  conltds  of  oak,  hiccory, 
cedar,  mulberry,  Sec.  hops,  dying  drugs,  medicinal  plants  ttf 
feveral  kinds,  and  excellent  wild  grapes.  As  far  back  as  the 
year  1 769,  the  French  liettlers  made  one  hundred  and  ten  hogl- 
)icads  of  flrong  wine  from  thefe  grapes. 

There  are  many  other  rivers  of  equal  fize  and  importance 
with  thofe  we  have  been  describing,  which  are  not  fufHciently 
^nown  for  accurate  defcriptions.  ^ 

CIVILDIVISIONS. 

That  put  of  this  territory  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  eHtin> 
;gui{hed,  and   which   is  fettling  under  the   government   of  the 
ynited  States,  is  divided  into  four  counties,  as  follows  ; 
Wafhington,  created  July  a6th,  1788 
Jiamilton,     ■  ■    ■           January  2d, 
!-        April  27th, 


St.  Clair, 
Knox, 


June  aptli. 


1790 
1790 
1790 


Thcfe  counties  have  been  organized  with  the  proper  civil 
and  military  officers.  The  county  of  St.  Clair  is  divided  into 
three  diftriifts,  viz.  the  diftrifl:  of  Cahokia,  the  dillrift  of 
Prairie-du-rochers,  and  the  xliftritl  of  Kafkalkias.  Courts  of 
general  quarter  leflions  of  the  peace,  cotin-ty  courts  of  common 
pleas,  and  courts  of  probate,  to  oe  held  in  each  of  thcfe  dil- 
tritls,  as  if  each  was  a  diftinft  county;*" the  officers  of  the 
county  may  afit  by  deputy,  except  in  the  dift^ift  where  thry 
refidc. 

ANTIQUITIES,  CURIOSITIES,  &£.. 

The  number  of  old  forts  found  in  the  Kentucky  country  are 
the  admiration  of  the  curious,  and  a  matter  of  much  fpeculaiion ; 
they  arc  moRly  of  an  oblong  form,  fituated  on  ftrong,  wcll- 
chofcn  ground,  and  contiguous  to  water:  when,  by  whom,  and 
fof  what  purpofes  thcl'c  were  thrown    up,  is    uncertain  ;  they 
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tre  undoubtedly  very  ancient,  it  there  it  not  the  leaft  viM)le  % 
difFerence  in  the  age  or  fize  of  the  timber  growing  on,  or  with- 
in,  thefe  forts,  and  that  which   grows   without  {   and  the  old 
natives   have  lod  all    iradiiion    reCpcQing  them.      Dr.  Cutler, 
who   has  accurately  examined   the   trees   on    thefe   forts,    and 
which  he  thinks,  from   appearances,  are  the  fecond  growth,  is 
of  opinion  that  they  mull   liave    been   built   upwards  of   one 
thoufand  years  ago ;  i^ey  mud  liave  been  the  efforts  of  •  peo- 
ple much  more  devoted   to   labour   than   the    prefent   race  of 
Indians ;  and   it   is   difficult   to   conceive   how  they   could  be 
con(lru£tcd  without  the  uie   of  iron  tools.     At  a  convenient 
diftance  from  thefe  always  Hands  a  fmall  mound  of  earth,  thrown 
up  in  the  form  of  pyramid,  and  (eems  in  fome  meal'ure  propor» 
tioned  to  the  fize  of  its  adjacent   fortification.     On  examination,*^ 
they  have  been  found  to  contain  a  chalky  lubdance,  fuppofed  to 
be  bones,  and  of  the  human  kind. 

Under  this  head  we  may  mention  the  extcnftve  meadows, 
or,  as  the  French  call  them,  Prairie,  which  anfwcrs  to  what, 
in  the  fouthern  States,  are  called  Savannas  ;  they  are  a  rich 
plain,  without  trees,  and  covered  with  grafs ;  fom«^  of  thefe, 
between  St.  Vincennes  and  the  MiflilTippI,  arc  thirty  or  forty 
miles  in  extent.  In  pafling  them,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach* 
there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  ;  but  there  is  plenty  of  deer,  wild 
cattle,  bears,  and  wolves,  and  innumerable  flocks  of  turkies; 
thefe  with  the  green  grafs,  form  a  rich  and  beautiful  prof- 
pcft. 

The  polls  eftablifhed  for  the  protc£lion  of  the  frontiers  are 
as  follow  :  Franklin,  on  French  Creek  ;  Harmar,  at   the  mouth 
of  the   Mufkingum ;  Stuben,  at   the  rapids  of  the  Ohio ;  Fay- 
ette, Hamilton,   Knox,  JelFerfon,  St.   Cluir,    Marietta,    and  St. 
Vincennes. 


POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inliabitants  in  this  large  traft   of  country  has 
not  been  afcertaincd.     But   from    tlie  bed  data   the   author   has 
received,   the  population  may  be  cRimatcd  as  full   ws : 
Indians  (luppole)     -.-.---     f,j,ooo*    179'-* 

Ohio  Company  puixhale    -------        12,500     do. 

Col.  Symmes'  iettlemcnts  -------        2, coo     do. 

*  The  tribes  who  inhabit  thit  country  arc  the  Piantias,  on  both  fides  the  Mif- 
fifTippi;  the  Caiquerafquias,  on"  the  Illinois;  the  Piankathaws  and  other  tribes 
on  the  Wabaih;  the  Shawanefe,  on  the  S'ioto;  the  Delawares,  the  Miamis,  the 
Ouil'cons,  MaTcontens,  Sakies,  Sioux,  Mckekouakis,  the  Pilans,  Powtowataniis, 
McITdques,  Ottawas,  Chipewas,  and  VViandots.  The  whole  amounting  to  tlic 
above  number.  ^ 
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Galliopolis  (French  fettlemert)  oppofite  the  Kan- 

hawa  river         -----  1,000 

Vincennes  and  Its  vicinity,  on  the  Wabalh,  1,500 

Kaika^ias  and  Cahokia            .          -          -  680 
At  Grand  Ruiflcau,  village  of   St.    Philip,  and 

Prairie-du-rochcrs               -         -         •  240 


Total        72,930 


1792. 
do. 
1790. 

do. 


In  1 790,  there  were  in  the  town  of  Vincennes  about  forty 
American  families  and  thirty-one  flavcs  :  and  on  the  Midiflippi, 
forty  American  families  and  feventy-three  flaves,  all  included 
in  the  above  eftimate.  On  the  Spanilh  or  weRern  fide  of 
the  MifTtiTippi,  there  were  in  1790,  about  one  thouiand 
eight  hundred  perlbns,  principally  at  Genevieve  and  St, 
Louis. 


w 


GOVERNMENT,    &c. 

By  an  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  pafled  on  the  1 3th  of  July, 
1787,  this  country,  for  the  purpofes  of  temporary  government, 
was  ere£led  into  one  di{lri6l,  fubje£l,  however,  to  a  divifion, 
when  circumftances  fliall  make  it  expedient. 

In  the  fame  ordinance  it  is  provided,  that  Congrefs  (hall  ap- 
point a  governor,  whole  commiflion  (hall  continue  in  force 
throe  years,  unlets  fooner  revoked. 

The  governor  muft  relide  in  the  di{lri£l,  and  have  a  free- 
hold eftate  therein,  in  one  thoufand  acres  of  land,  while  in  the 
cxercife  of  his  oifice. 

Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  are  to  appoint  a  fecretary, 
to  continue  in  office  four  years,  unlefs  fooner  removed,  who 
mud  relide  in  the  diftri£^,  and  have  an  eftate  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  while  in  office. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  fecretary  is,  to  keep  and  preferve  the 
a£ls  and  laws  uf  the  Icgidature,  the  public  records  of  the 
diftrift,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive 
department ;  and  to  transmit  authentic  copies  of  I'uch  afts 
and  proceedings,  every  fix  months,  to  the  fecretary  of  Con- 
grefs. 

The  ordinance  provides,  that  Congrefs  fhall  appoint  three 
judges,  pofiefTed  each  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
diftrift  in  which  they  are  to  refide,  and^to  hold  their  commif- 
fions  during  good  behaviour,  any  two  of  whom  fliall  form  a  court^ 
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which  (hall  have  a  common  law  jurir<li£lion.  The  govefrnor 
and  judges  are  authorifed  to  adopt  and  publifli  in  the  di(lri£l, 
fuch  laws  of  the  original  States,  criminal  and  civil,  as  may  be 
necefT  /  and  belt  fuitcd  to  the  circumdances  of  t,hc  diflri£l,  to 
report  them  to  Congrefs ;  and,  if  approved,  they  fhall  continue 
in  force  till  the  organization  of  the  General  Aifenibly  of  the 
diftri£l,  who  ihall  have  authority  to  alter  them.  The  governor 
is  to  command  the  militia,  and  appoint  and  commiflion  their 
officers,  except  general  officers,  who  are  to  be  appointed  and 
commiflioned  by  Congrefs. 

Previoully  to  the  organisation  of  the  Affembly,  the  governor 
is  to  appoint  fuch  magiftrates  and  civil  officers  as  {hall  be  deem- 
ed neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  order. 

So  foon  as  there  fhall  be  five  thoufand  free  male  inhabitants  of 
full  age  in  the  diftri£l,  they  fhall  receive  authority  to  elc£l  re- 
prefentatives,  one  for  every  five  hundred  free  male  inhabitants, 
to  reprefent  them  in  the  General  AlTembly  ;  the  reprcfentation 
to  increafe  progrelTively  with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabi- 
tants till  there  be  twenty-five  reprefentatives ;  after  which,  the 
number  and  proportion  of  the  reprefentatives  fhall  be  regulated 
by  the  regiflature.  A  reprefeiitative  mu(l  poiTefs,  in  free  fim- 
ple,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  be  a  refident  in  the  diftrid  ; 
and  mud  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  a  refident 
in  the  diilri£l,  three  years  preceding  his  eleftion.  An  eleftor 
muft  h%ve  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  di(lri£):,  mud  be  a  refident, 
and  have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  States,  or  mud  poflefs 
the  fame  freehold,  and  have  been  two  years  a  refident  in  the 
didri£l.  The  reprefentatives,  when  duly  elc£led,  are  to  continue 
in  office  two  year^. 

The  General  Affembly,  or  Legiflature,  Ihall  confid  of  the 
Governor,  Legiflaitive  Council,  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 
The  Legiflative  Council  (hall  confid  of  five  members,  to  con- 
tinue in  office  five  years,  unlefs  fooner  removed  by  Congrefs  ; 
three  make  a  quorum.  The  council  are  to  be  thus  appointed  : 
the  governor  and  reprefentatives,  when  met,  fiiail  nominate  ten 
perfons,  refidents  in  the  didrift,  each  pofTeffed  of  a  frcfcliold  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  return  their  names  to  Con- 
grefs, who  Ihall  appoint  and  commiflion  five  of  them  to  ferve 
as  aforefaid. 

All  bills  paffed  by  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  and  in  Council, 
fhall  be  referred  to  the  governor  for  his  affent  ;  and  no  bill,  or 
legiflative  aft  whatever,  fhall  be  of  force  without  his  affent. 
The  governor    (hall    have   povvcr   to    convene,    prorogue,   and 
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idiflolve  the  General  Aflcmbly,  when,   in  his  opinion,  it  fhall 
be  expedient. 

The  Icgiftature,  when  organized,  fball  have  authority,  by  joint 
"ballot,  to  elcft  a  delegate  to  Congrefs,  who  fhall  have  a  feat  in 
Congrefs,  witlv  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting,  during 
this  temporary  government. 

"And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  bafts  whereon  thefe  repub- 
lics, their  laws  and  cohflitutions,  are  ereftcd ;  to  fix  and  efta- 
blifh  thofe  p.inciples  as  the  bafis  of  all  laws,  conflitutions,  and 
governments,  which  for  ever  hereafter  ftiall  be  formed  in  the 
faid  territory  ;  to  provide  alfo  for  the  eftablifltment  of  ftate  and 
permanent  government  therein,  and  for  their  admiflion  to  (hare 
in  the  federal  councils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  confiftent  with  the  general 
intcrcfl ;  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  authority, 
aforcfaid,  That  the  following  articles  fhall  be  conftdcred  as  arti- 
cles of  compaft,  between  tile  original  States  and  the  people,  apd 
the  States  in  the  (aid  territory,  and  for  ever  remain  unalterable, 
unlefs  by  common  confent,  to  wit  :  W 

"  Art.  I.  No  perfon,  demeaning  himfelf  in  a  peaceable  and 
f)rdcrly  manner,  fhall  ever  be  molefted  on  account  of  his  mode 
of  worfhip  or  religious  fcntimcnts  in  the  faid  territory. 

*'  Art.  11.  The  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory  fhall  always 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corptis,  and 
of  the  trial  by  jury,  of  a  proportionate  rcprefentaition  of  the 
people  in  the  Icgiflaturc,  and  of  judicial  proceedings,  accord- 
ing' to  the  courfe  of  the  common  law  :  all  perfons  fhall  be  baila- 
ble, unkfs  for  capital  offences  where  the  proof  fhall  be  evident 
or  the  prcfumption  great :  all  lines  fliall  be  moderate,  and  no 
cruel  or  unulual  puniftiment  fhall  be  inftifted  ;  no  man  fhall 
be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  but  by  the  judgement 
of  his  pccis,  ur  of  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  fhould  the  public 
cxigettcies  make  it  necclfaay  for  the  common  prelervation  to 
take  Riiv  pcrCon'i  property,  or  to  demand  his  particular  fcrvi- 
ces,  full  tompenlation  flvall  be  made  for  the  lame;  and  in  the 
jud  preleivation  of  rights  and  property,  it  is  undcrftood  and 
declared,  that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  forte 
in  the  t;nd  territory,  that  (hall  in  any  manner  whatever  inter- 
fere witlij  or  adcft,  private  contrafts  or  engagement  />ona  fide, 
and  without  fraud  previouily  formed. 

"  Art.  III.   Religion,  morality  and  knowledge,  being  necef- 
'  faiy  to  good  governmerxt  and  the  happinels  of  mankind,  IchoolS 
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and  the  means  of  education  fhall  for  ever  be  encouraged  j  the 
utmoil  good  faith  (hall  always  be  obfcrved  towards  tlie  Indi- 
ans ;  their  lands  and  property  (hall  never  be  taken  from  thein 
without  their  confent ;  and  in  their  property,  rights  and  liber- 
ty, they  fliall  never  be  invaded  or  diftiirbcd,  unlcls  in  jutl 
and  lawful  wars,  authorifed  by  Congrcl's ;  but  l.iws  founded 
injufticeand  humanity  fhnll  from  time  to  time  be  made,  for 
preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  prcfcrving 
peace  and  friendfliip  with  them.  t 

"  Art,  IV.  The  faid"  territory,  and  the  Stnles  which  may 
be  formed  iherein,  fhall  for  ever  remain  a  part  of  this  confe- 
deracy of  the  United  States  of  America,  fubje£t  to  the  arti- 
cles of  confederal ion^  and  to  fuch  alterations  therein  as  fh<tll  be 
conftitutionally  tnade;  and  to  all  the  afls  and  ordinances  of  the 
United  States,  in  Congrefs  affem.bled4  conformable  (hereio.  The 
inhabitants  and  fettlers  in  the  faid  territory  fhalj  be  fuhjeft  to 
pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debt*  contrafted,  or  to  be  contrafted, 
and  a  proportionable  part  of  the  expenfes  of  government,  to  be 
apportioned  on  them  by  Congrefs,  according  to  the  fame  com- 
mon rule  and  mcafure,  by  which  apportionments  thereof  (hall  be 
made  on  the  other  States,  and  the  taxes  for  paying  their  proportion 
(hall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  legifla- 
tures  of  the  diftrift,  or  diflrifts,  or  new  States,  as  in  the  original 
States,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  affembled.  The  legiflatures  of  thofe  di  drifts  or  new 
States  Aiall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  difpofal  of  the  foil 
by  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs  affembled,  nor  with  any 
regulations  Congrefs  may  find  neceffary  for  fecuring  the  title  in 
fuch  foil  to  the  bona  fiit  purchafers.  No  tax  flia41  be  impofcd 
on  lands  the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  cale  fliall 
non-rcfident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  refidcnts.  The 
navigable  waters  leading  into  the  MifTiffippi  and  St.  Lawrence, 
and  the  carrying  places  between  the  fame,  fliall  be  common 
highways,  and  for  ever  free,  a^  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
territory,  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  general, 
and  thofe  of  any  other  States  that  may  be  admitted  into  the 
confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impoft,  or  duty. 

"Art.  V.  There  fliall  be  formed  in  the  laid  territory,  not 
lefs  than  there,  nor  more  than  five  States  ;  and  the  bonndaiics 
of  the  States,  as  foon  as  Virginia  fhnll  alter  her  a6l  of  celhon, 
and  confent  to.  the  fame,  fhall  become  fixed  and  eftabliflicd  as 
follows,  viz,  The  wcftern  State  in  the  laid  territory  fhall  be 
'  ^  R    2 
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bounded  on  the  Mifllllippij  the  Ohio^  and  Wabafh  rivers  ; 
a  dire£l  line  drawn  from  the 'VVabaih  and  Pod  Vincent  due 
north  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Ca- 
nada, and  by  the  faid  territorial  line  to  the  lake  of  the  Woods 
and  the  MifliiTippi.  The  middle  State  (hall  be  bounded  by  the 
faid  direft  line,  the  Wabafh  from  Poll  Vincent  to  the  Ohio ; 
by  the  Ohio  by  a  direft  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Miami  to  the  faid  territorial  line,  and  by  the  faid 
territorial  line.  The  caftern  State  fhall  be  bounded  by  the 
lad-mentioned  direft  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennfylvania,  and  the  faid 
territorial  line  :  provided,  however,  and  it  is  further  under- 
^  dood  and  declared^  that  the  boundaries  of  thefe  three  States 
fhall  be  fubjeft  lb  far  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congrei's  hereafter 
fhall  find  it  expedient,  they  Ihall  have  authority  to  form  one, 
or  two  Stales,  in  that  part  of  the  faid  territory  which  lies  north 
of  an  ead  and  wed  line  drawn  through  the  foutherly  bend  or 
extreme  of  late  Michigan  ;  airid  when  any  of  the  faid  States  diall 
have  fixtv  thoufand  free  inhabitants  therein,  fuch  State'  ftiall  be 
admincd  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  "in  all  refpefts 
whatever  ;  and  fliali  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  conditu- 
tion  and  ftate  government  :  provided  the  conditution  and  go- 
vernment fo  tov  be  formed  fljall  be  republican,  and  in  confor- 
mity to  the  principles  contained  in  thefe  articles  ;  and  fo  far 
as  it  can  be  confident  with  the  general  intered  of  the  confe- 
deracy, fuch  admiition  diall  be  allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and 
when  there  may  be  a  lefs  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  the 
State  than  fixty  thoufand. 

"  Art.  VI.  There  diall  be  neither  flavery  nor  involuntary 
fervitude  in  the  faid  territory,  otherwife  than  in  the  punifh- 
ment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  Ihall  have  been  duly  con- 
vifted  :  provided  always,  that  any  perfon  cfcaping  into  the 
fame,  from  whom  labour  or  fervice  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any 
of  the  original  States;  fuch  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaim- 
ed, and  conveyed  to  the  perCon  claiming  his  or  her  labour  or 
fervic  as   aforelaid." 

Such  is  the  prefent  government  of  the  wedern  territory,  an4 
fuch  the  political  obligations  of  the  adventurers  into  this  fertile 
aild  delightful  part  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  for  the  government  of  this 
territory,  it  is  pn)viuctl,  th.il  after  the  (aid  territory  acquires  a 
certain   degree  of  populatfon,   it  ftiall    be    divided  into    State?, 
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The  eaftern  State  that  is  thus  provided  to  be  made,  is  bounded 
on  the  Great  Miami  on  the  weft,  and  by  the  Pennfylvania  line 
on  the  eaft.  The  center  of  this  State  will  ^fall  between  the 
Scioto  and  the  Hockhocking.  At  the  mouth  of  one  of  thefo 
rivers  will  probably  be  the  feat  of  government  for  this  State  ; 
and,  if  we  may  indulge  th^  fublime  contemplation  of  beholding 
the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  fettled  by  an  enlighten- 
ed people,  and  continued  under  one  extended  government,  oa 
the  river  Ohio,  and  not  far  from  this  fppt  will  be  the  feat  of 
empire  for  the  whole  dominion.  This  is  central  to  the 
whole  -,  it  will  beft  accommodate  every  part ;  it  is  the  moft 
pleafant,  and  probably  the  moft  healthful. 

The  {'ettlemq/nt  of  this  country  has  been  checked  for  feveral 
years  paft,  by  the  unhappy  Indian  war,  an  amicable  termination 
fi{  which,  it  is  ardently  wiOied^  might  fpeedily  take  place. 
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